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Convention
HE 1942 Convention is now a thing of the past, 
but it will live in the memory of all who were 
privileged to attend it. We do not know how 

many visitors registered their names, but we do 
know that the number was considerable and that 
Convention was well attended. Forty-two ministers 
and seventy-nine delegates signed the roll.

• » »
It was a very happy event. Whether due to the 

brevity of the session or to a mental condition in­
duced by the war we cannot say but there was a 
marked absence of controversy. Ministers and dele­
gates alike exercised great self-restraint and seemed 
anxious to preserve an affirmative attitude on nearly 
every subject.

This does not mean there was a lack of intelligent 
discussion, but all the speeches were brief and dis­
passionate. There were times when the President 
appeared to be jileading with members of Convention 
to rise to their feet and say something.

« * *
Some of the spirit of charity that was so marked 

a feature of the Convention may have been the result 
of the beautiful environment of the gathering. Chau­
tauqua is an ideal sjiot for religious gatherings. It 
is peaceful and beautiful. It may lack some of the 
splendor of the heavens described by Swedenborg, 
but if nothing less than Chautauqua awaits the pres­
ent writer in the great hereafter he will be well satis­
fied with his lot.

» * *
Chautauqua is a township that covers four hun­

dred quiet wooded acres and has a lake frontage of 
two miles. It has many cottages and large com­
fortable homes, some remarkably fine buildings, and 
unique provision for physical, mental and spiritual 
culture. From forty to fifty thousand people attend 
Chautauqua during July and August each year, and 
more than a few live there the whole year round.

» * »
This was the setting in which Convention was 

held. We heard a number of delegates express the 
hope that all our annual meetings could be held in 
this same spot. As far as the personal comfort and 
enjoyment of ministers and delegates might be con­
cerned this might be an excellent arrangement; but 
there is a distinct advantage in Convention visiting 
in turn as many as possible of our Association areas.

« * »
Probably the outstanding event in the 1942 Con­

vention was the election of a new president. The 
Rev. Fred Sidney Mayer had expressed his desire 
not to be re-elected. Mr. Mayer had occupied the 
post of President for ten years. He wa.s elected at 
Chautauqua in 1932. It i.s interesting to note the 
length of presidential service of some of his predeces­
sors. Thomas Worcester had three terms of office, 
one, ten and twenty-two years. Chauncey Giles 
served continuously for nineteen years. Samuel S. 
Seward hold office for twelve years. All other terms 
of office have ranged from one to eight years.

* « *
At its recent session Convention established a rule 

limiting the continuou.s length of office to four years. 
As before, the President will be elected annually, but 
at the end of four years he may not succeed himself. 
A new' personality, a new mind will be called to the 
presidential chair. This appear.s to us to be a move 
in the right direction. The amount of presidential 
timber may be limited, but the Church will gain by 
having a number of men who have learned by experi­
ence the duties and responsibilities attached to the 
office of President of Convention.

» • *
The newly-elected President is the Rev. Everett 

K. Bray. He is the jiastor of the Cambridge (Mass.) 
Society and professor of theology in the Theological 
School. To these onerous dutie.s he now adds the 
heavy work that falls upon the President of Conven­
tion. He is a fine man, possessed of a rare spiritual­
ity of character. We wish him Godspeed and great 
success in his new office.

A. W.
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The Church in the Home
may not always be able to attend Divine Worship 

in church on the Sabliatli, tint you can worship the 
Lord in the quietude of your own heart; and you can 
gather your family around you for united prayer.]

JULY 12

Seventh Sumlay after Pentecost
THE COLLECT:

OKI) of all power and niiglit, Who art the Author 
and Giver of all good things ; graft in our hearts

the love of Thy Name, increase in u.s true religion, 
nourish us with all goodness, and of Thy great 
mercy keep us in the same, O Jesus Christ our Lord. 
A men.

THE GOSPEL: Mark viii. 1-9.

THE LORD'S PRAYER.

THE DOCTRINE:
In the internal sense “food” properly signifies the 

things that nourish the soul of man, that is, that 
nourish him after death, for he then lives a.s a soul 
or spirit, and no longer needs material but spiritual 
food, which consists in everything that is of use, and 
everything that is conducive to use. That which is 
conducive to use i.s to know what is good and true; 
that which i.s of use i.s to will and do what i.s good 
and true. . . . Man’s mind within which arc hi.s in­
terior understanding and interior will, fhi.s real in­
tentions or purposes] is not nourished by any other 
food even while he live.s in the body. Material food 
doc.s not jienctrate to the mind, but only to the things 
of the body, w'hich that food sustains to the end that 
this mind may enjoy its food w’hilc the body enjoys 
it.s food, that is, that this mind may be sound in a 
sound body. That “food” in the spiritual sense de­
notes everything that i.s of use, is because all man’s 
knowing, and all his understanding and being wise, 
and therefore all hi.s willing, ought to have use for 
their end; hence the quality of hi.s life is according to 
the quality of his use. That “food” in the internal 
sense denotes everything that is of [spiritual] use, 
is plain from these words of the I,ord:—Jesu.s said 
to the disciples, “I have food to cat that ye know 
not of. Therefore, said the disciples one to another. 
Hath any man brought Him aught to eat.^ Jesus 
saith unto them. My food i.s to do the will of Him 
that sent Me, and to perfect Hi.s work.” (John iv. 
32-34.—A. 5293.)

The Lord’s Life Is the Divine Love
The I,ord’s life is the Divine love which is a love 

toward the whole human race. In other words, it i.s His 
will to save forever, if possible, the whole human race. 
(J. 1803.)

The 1942 Convention
Reported by William H. Beales

HE sun was sinking low in the west as we turned 
off the main highway at Westfield, and took 
the winding trail leading to Chautauqua and

the one hundred and twenty-first session of the Gen­
eral Convention. The hills and valleys were bathed 
in warm, golden light. From all sides came the song.s 
of the birds. Wild-flowers peeped from the hedges, 
and the trcc.s cast long shadows across the road. 
With the last beauts of the setting sun, there seemed 
to descend the benediction of God’.s blessed peace. 
For the time, all thoughts of strife and conflict were 
far, far away, and there came into the mind the 
quiet words of the psalmist: “O give thanks unto 
the I^ord, for he i.s good: for his mercy endureth 
forever.” Even before we had passed through the 
welcoming entrance to beautiful Chautauqua, for us 
the Convention had commenced.

As in the past, the first event was the annual 
meeting and dinner of the Theological School Alumni 
Association. Once a year, the ministers of the 
Church, scattered a.s they are in all parts of Canada 
and the United States, meet together to exchange 
greetings, renew acquaintances and revive old memo­
ries of bygone years. Many arc stationed in par­
ishes far removed from the centers of New-Church 
activity: for many this is the only time in the whole 
year when there is personal contact with a brother­
minister. For these. Convention is indeed a blessed 
boon; for all, it is a time for gaining new vision and 
new courage, a time for the exchange of thoughts 
and purposes invaluable for the carrying on of the 
work.

The Alumni Association mccting.s are all strictly 
private. Not even the Messenger may record what 
takes place behind those closed doors, without the 
special permission of the members as a wdiole. And 
so, when the plate.s had been emptied of their good 
things, the tablc.s cleared, and the hum of conversa­
tion stilled at the call of the President, the Rev. 
Loui.s A. Dole, the speaker of the evening, the Rev. 
Everett K. Bray, was asked whether he was willing 
that his address should be given to the Church. 
With one of his contagious smiles, he replied: “Cer­
tainly; my subject is one we should all be dcc])ly in­
terested in at this time.” And it was, for Mr. Bray 
had chosen to talk on “Charity in Our Present En­
vironment.” Charity in a world at war!

True charity, declared the speaker, was no differ­
ent in substance and essence in times of great crises 
like that of the present war, than at any other time. 
Its essential quality never changes. For the T>ord 
Himself is the very centre of all true charity. Char- 
itv, in man, is the constant effort to live out in all 
he thinks and does, the Infinite I.ove of the Lord.
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That Love is the very inmost of his being, and he is 
in true charity when it radiates forth in his life. 
“We love the Lord when that I.ove reigns in our 
hearts,” he declared, “and therefore there can be no 
place for hatred or animosity towards any of our 
fellow men, even in times like these through w'hich we 
are passing.”

But, even in the Lord, to Infinite Love is united 
Infinite Wisdom, and so we, too, must seek to unite 
to the love which animates us, all that we can of the 
understanding of what is true. Genuine charity, 
then, in its essence, is Infinite I.ove and l^nderstand- 
ing, moving out from the Lord as its life, in human 
beings, who, at best, are broken reeds, and arc able 
to respond only weakly.

“The life of charity helps us to feel as the Lord 
feels, only in a human way,” declared Mr. Bray. “It 
calls upon us to love all about us sincerely and truly. 
But it is not merely a sentimental feeling—it is love 
united to wisdom. And therefore they who are in 
charity must seek, as does the Lord, in His dealings 
with us, to keep always before us, not the immediate 
benefiting of others, but the real and enduring good. 
The Lord, we are told, take.s a ‘long-range’ view in 
all His Divine Providence with man, and so we, too, 
must seek to gain a long-range view in our dealing 
one with another.”

The speaker then referred to what we arc told in 
the Writings of the “degrees” of the neighbor who 
is to be loved. “This reiiuircs that we shall seek the 
good of the greatest number,” he declared. “What 
mav be of advantage to one group may not be good 
for another. Also, what is good to-day may not be 
good to-morrow, in the light of changing conditions. 
Therefore we must seek to gain a long-range view 
of things, and try to bring about that good which 
shall have the greatest jiernianence. This may mean 
that we mav even have to do at times things which 
may actually hurt. Even the Lord, when on earth, 
was tempted to turn the stones into bread—that is. 
He was tempted to be satisfied with the lesser good 
in Hi.s work for man. He was tempted of the devil 
to accept for man less than perfection; but He 
would not yield. So with the Christian; and not only 
in times of crisis, but always.” The Christian must 
realize that charity is not only a feeling of good­
will towards all, but he must have the understanding 
that there must be always the greatest good to the 
greatest number. And therefore, in times of crisis, 
we must sometimes do painful things, such as mak­
ing war, realizing that charity demands we go 
through with even such a condition as conflict, for 
the sake of the greatest good to the greatest 
number.”

We must never forget, went on the speaker, that 
the “first” of charity is to shun evil.s as sins against 
God. This prepares the heart for the inflowing of 
true charity from the laird. And the “second” of 
charity will then be to do good to all. For then man 

will bo a channel through which can pass out, as 
from Him as a centre. His own Divine Love.

“Man must himself be charity in form,” declared 
Mr. Bray. “It must be the result of his whole out­
look on life. It must not be something put on in an 
emergency, but must be his habitual self. What he 
does must be done in a spirit of prayerful well- 
wishing. Then, if he is called on to give pain to 
others, as may well be, that very fact will bring 
suffering to himself. But he must continue through, 
in spite of that suffering.”

A study of present-day conditions, concluded Mr. 
Bray, teaches us that we must work together for a 
common end. This fact is being forced upon those 
peoples who arc striving for freedom and justice, 
by the very circumstances in which they find them­
selves. The Axis nations are working together, and 
have developed very great power as a result of that 
co-operation. The Allied Nations must also work 
together, that they may have power for good. And 
not only now, when the struggle is upon us, but, if 
we are willing to work for the common good after 
the war, as strongly and a.s unitedly as we arc work­
ing now, the outlook will indeed be wonderful. When 
the victory i.s won, we must show the world that wc 
can be brothers on the political, the economic and 
the industrial planes, for the greatest good to the 
greatest number. And we can go to those who have 
been defeated, and can exjilain to them and all men, 
the basis upon which that good can surely be at­
tained.

After a brief discussion, in which a number of the 
members took part, Mr. Bray reaffirmed his position 
that true charity was not contrary even to making 
war on others, provided that it was done for the 
overthrowing of the powers of evil, with no thought 
or feeling of animosity towards those who are looked 
upon as the “enemy.” He expressed the belief that 
a great mistake had been made by this country, at 
the close of the first World War, in not going whole­
heartedly into plans for ])reventing future conflict. 
“Wc drew out, when we might have prevented an­
other war,” he declared. “We let weaker nations 
starve, and put up higher tariff-walls. We demanded 
the gold of the debtor-nations, and called for a 
greater navy to protect it. We acted like five-year-, 
old children, instead of adults. There were those 
who hoped that the world would again be open to 
exploitation. But wc are beginning to realize that 
we cannot take that position; we cannot stand by 
and see our fellow men exploited by the selfish. We 
must seek to make man impotept to blunder and 
murder and slay.”

If this can be brought about only through war, 
then war it must be. But there must be no thought 
or feeling of hatred or revenge, only the thought of 
making those who would oppress and destroy im­
potent to do harm. The man who shoots down an 
“enemy,” in the conflict, must not think of slaying,
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but of doing his part towards destroying the power 
of evil. The soldier who stands up bravely, and may 
lose his life in the struggle, while seeking to make 
impotent those who work harm upon others, has a 
better chance “than they who supinely submit to have 
the weak and helpless attacked and injured.” “I feel 
that we must have no enmity in our hearts towards 
those with whom we are at war,” concluded Mr. Bray. 
“I feel that when this terrible war is over and a right- 
eou.s peace has been gained, I could go even to the 
Jap.s and other.s who are in conflict with us, and say, 
‘Brother, can’t we work together and find a way to 
build a better world—build a world where the other 
man may have justice, as well as ourselves.?’ That 
i.s the spirit that is moving the whole world, to-day, 
more and more. We must work together to do away 
with war. There i.s a spirit of unity alive in the 
Churches. The attitude of all denominations is that 
doctrinal faith alone is dead. We can go shoulder to 
shoulder with a world to end war and build a co­
operative world—a world in the true human form. 
But until the nations are willing to work together on 
that basis, we will alway.s be on the way to another 
war. Where all are willing to take advantage of the 
weaker peoples, we are building for war, not peace. 
We must learn that in the great brotherhood of na­
tions, each nation has a unique place to serve which 
no other can fill. We must all unite in bending our 
shoulders to the task of finding way.s to preserve and 
conserve the native gifts which God has so freely 
given, for the good, not of any single people or 
group of peoples, but for the good of the whole.”

The officers of the Association for the coming 
year are: President, Rev. Louis A. Dole; Vice-Presi- 
dent, Rev. Bjorn Johannson; Secretary-Treasurer, 
Rev. Klaa.s L. I’eters; and Board of Managers, Rev. 
Chas. W. Clodfelter and Rev. Immanuel Tafel.

Sunday-school Association
outstanding gatherings of Convention 

wa.s the 74th Annual Meeting of the Sunday- 
school Association. The Rev. Rollo K. Billings, 

who was elected President a year ago, proved to be 
an able and energetic Chairman, and the business 
part of the session was handled with promptness.

The Trcasurer’.s report showed a deficit for the 
year, in the General Account, of $70.74; however, 
there was a favorable balance of $115.91 in the 
Lesson Account. Cash on hand totals $505.17.

The Secretary’s report indicated that Volume.s 3, 
4 and 6 of The Sower were now in print, and Vol­
umes 1 and 4 are ready for the printer, and will be 
issued as soon a.s funds are available. Request was 
sent to Convention to underwrite the cost of publish­
ing these volumes, to the extent of $3,000.00.

The recommendation of the Council of Ministers, 
that Sunday-school scholars be “initiated into the 

study of Hebrew and Greek,” wa.s considered at some 
length.

It was suggested that the scholars be encouraged 
to memorize such part.s of the Word a.s the 23rd 
Psalm and portions of the Gospels, in the original 
languages. A committee consisting of the Rev. Louis 
A. Ilole, the Rev. Warren Goddard and the Rev. 
Imui.s G. Hoeck was appointed to consider the mat­
ter, and work out plans to put the suggestion into

WHAT CONVENTION DID
Ei-ectei) the Rev. Everett King Bray, of 

Cambridge, as its President.
Amended the by-laws so a.s to limit the 

term of office of the President to four years.
Relieved the Urbana V isiting Committee 

of the responsibility of recommending Con­
vention nominee.s to the ITnivcrsity Board of 
Trustees.

Re-elected the Rev. Arthur Wilde a.s Edi­
tor of the Messenger.

Restored the name of Horatio W. Dresser 
to the list of Convention Ministers.

Approved the ordination of Carl J. 
Peters, of I.,aPorte, Ind.

Sent greeting to Ezra Hyde Alden, who 
was absent for the first time in fifty-five 
years.

Referred to the General Council a motion 
providing that in the future all nominations 
of officer.s and member.s of committee.s be held 
on Friday, and election.s on Saturday of 
Convention.

Authorized the Rev. Leonard I. Tafel, 
Chairman of the Council of Ministers, to 
seek to secure the appointment of Conven­
tion ministerfi as army and navy chaplains.

Accepted the Credentials Committee’.s re­
port of 121 in attendance, including 42 min­
isters and 79 laymen.

effect, if deemed advisable.
The following were elected to serve for the en­

suing year: President, the Rev. Rollo K. Billings; 
V^ice-President, Philip M. Alden; Secretary-Treas­
urer, Miss Florence Whitehead; Standing Commit­
tee, Mrs. Richard B. Carter, the Rev. Paul Sperry, 
and Horace B. Blackmer.

Following the business meeting, two unusually ex­
cellent addresse.s were delivered by Mrs. Louis A. 
Dole and Miss Mildred K. Billings, on the subject: 
“The Sunday-school Association and Preparing for 
Straight Thinking in To-morrow’s World.” The 
addresses were somewhat brief, but very much to the 
point, and aroused considerable enthusiasm. JVIrs. 
I)ole was the first sjieaker. She said, in part:
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“We cannot think without facts. This is true in 
every field of human activity, but it is especially 
true in respect to religion. I have heard people ask, 
‘Why study doctrine.^ The faith of iny father was 
good enough for him, and it is good enough for me. 
There is no field of thinking which does not need 
constant search for facts, yet people believe that in 
the field of religion a bare minimum of facts is suffi­
cient. That is not so.

“In the New-Church we have many facts which 
others do not possess. They are not ours; we did 
not discover them; they were revealed to u.s by the 
Lord, for all mankind, and we know that He would 
not have revealed them if they were not needed. 'I o 
think and say so is to criticize the Lord. Let u.s 
remember, too, that in being permitted to know these 
things, it is the I,ord Who has made it possible. As 
He declared, ‘Ye have not chosen me, but I have 
chosen you.’ And it is not for our own sakes that we 
have been chosen, but that we may help other.s to
see them.”

It is true, admitted Mrs. Dole, that there are 
many persons in all the Churches who accept at least 
parts of the truths revealed in the Writings, but it 
i.s also true that they accept what they want and 
reject the rest. They are trying to put “new cloth 
on an old garment,” and it doe.s not work out well. 
We of the New Church, on the other hand, accejit 
the entire Writings as a revelation, and we must 
proclaim them to the world as such. “We will fail 
the world, we will fail our children, we will fail the 
Lord, if we neglect to imjiart this givat body of 
facts which are so much needed as a basis for right- 
thinking,” she declared. “That is why they have 
been given to mankind for they are for the man of the 
New Age. If we fail to give them to our children, 
they will be of the Old, and not the New.”

Mrs. Dole then outlined some of these new facts.
in the order of their importance.

“First we have the facts regarding the Personal­
ity of God in Christ. Nothing is more essential than 
these, for straight thinking. They are fundamental 
to all our teaching. Without them, man is unable 
to think through present-day conditions; without 
them, we cannot know the true nature of God, of 
Providence, and other life-problems.

“These revealed facts also tell us the nature and 
purpose of the Bible, which can and should be our 
guide-book of life. People follow the parts which 
they understand, but their lives are limited by their 
lack of knowledge. Many passage.s are dark to them, 
and so their thinking is limited. But we have the 
whole of the Bible made known to us, and we should, 
and must, give it to our children, to help them.

“Then, these facts make known to us the nature 
of the spiritual-world, not only as a place to which 
to go when we die, but as an ever-present plane upon 
which wo live now. They help us understand present 
world-conditions. No man can understand the war. 

if he does not realize that its causes are in the hearts 
of men.”

These basic principle.s have been revealed to us as 
guide-posts, to help us in our daily lives, declared 
Mrs. Dole. Few know how little there is in the older 
churches to which their members can turn, in com­
parison with what we are fortunate enough to pos­
sess. The New-Church teachings are a veritable 
treasure-house. The speaker told of a Teachers 
Training Course which she had attended in Bath, 
which was well attended, and in which much good 
was done. The work was very carefully prepared, 
and earnestly j)resented. “But questions were asked 
which the teacher just could not answer,” she de­
clared. “She had to pass them over. Time and 
again she turned to me for help. When the course 
was completed, she admitted that she did not know 
what she would have done, if it had not been for me. 
Yet the questions were quite simple for a New- 
Church person.” Members of the class admitted, 
said Mrs. Dole, that in the teaching of their own 
classes they never used the Bible. One teacher de­
clared that there were so many other things to at­
tend to that he did not have the time to refer to the 
Word. There was good inspiration, there was help, 
there was friendship, but no instruction from the 
Word of God.

“We must build our Sunday-schools on the Word 
and the Writings,” concluded Mrs. Dole. “In the 
Writings we have a complete psychology. If we 
want to prepare our children for clear thinking, we 
must give to them as much of the Word a.s possible, 
in the light of the Second Coming.”

In presenting her thoughts on the subject. Miss 
Billings pointe(i out that she and Mrs. Dole coufil 
not have been more in harmony had they collabo­
rated in preparing their respective talks. However, 
she would approach the matter from a slightly dif­
ferent angle.

“What we need to do in order to think straight, 
is to face realities. The world i.s not thinking 
straight to-dav, because it is not standing firmly 
the right foundation. We must help it to find this 
foundation, to face life, not merely as they think it 
is, but as it actually is.”

The speaker referred to two general fields of 
thought, in which mistaken thinking was going on 
in the world. One was that of man himself, and his 
true nature, and the other was that of the nature of 
society as a whole.

“There are those who think that man ha.s natural 
goodness,” she declared, “while others think that 
man is all evil. We want people to realize that at 
the centre there is the vision of a little heaven, and 
around that a little hell; that these are both withi” 
us; but that we need not say that either is ours, un­
til we unite ourselve.s freely with it. We want peopl® 
to know that in this is to be found the reality, an 
not in the old thought.”
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Turning to the question of the reality of human 
society, Miss Billings pointed to the growing belief 
that true society is built on the conception of mutual 
co-operation. More and more the churches are 
standing together, apparently for mutual support. 
But is not this perhap.s due to the fact that they 
have lost much of the conception of what they are 
standing for.^

I.s it enough to say. Let us build a better world 
together.? Should not, first, the cry go forth, that 
“the Lord God, Jesus Christ reigns”.? Is it not of 
first importance to realize that society in its true 
order i.s spiritual, and that it is organized around 
the I,ord ; that the kingdom of heaven is here, and 
now, and not in some distant realm.? If we do not 
know that, and proclaim it to others, we will fail of 
our mission, and the I,ord will find others to carry 
on the work of the New Church.

“I wa.s looking for a jiassage in Isaiah just to­
day, which I could not find,” continued Miss Billings. 
“I went quickly through the whole prophecy. And I 
was amazed to find how full it is with the message of 
man’s need for a knowledge of the Lord and the 
nee<l of His help. There i.s one passage which im­
pressed me—which seemed to stand right out: ‘No 
man stirreth him up to take hold on me.’ If we are 
too weak to do that, no matter how much we co­
operate with each other, we will get nowhere. Re­
ligion has been adjusted to fit in with things around 
us. What we need i.s to orient ourselves towards the 
I,ord, a.s the one Reality. More and more the 
cburche.s are coming to realize that with all they 
have done to co-operate, they have not yet faced 
actual reality. One feels a sense of despair. Once 
they realize that we must adjust things to religion, 
and not religion to things, and they realize that this 
i.s not humanly possible a.s long as they seek to do it 
alone, then there will be hope. That is what we 
must seek to make plain: to help people take hold of 
the strength of God.

“The young people say, ‘We want a better world.’ 
Then teach them to make peace with God. For does 
He not declare, ‘I am the I,ord thy God, that teach- 
eth thee to profit, that leadeth thee in the way thou 
shouldest go’.?”

New-Church Day
HE Special New-Church Day Observance service, 
held in Hurlbut Memorial Church, on the 
evening of Friday, June 19, proved one of the 

most enjoyable event.s of the Convention. The beau­
tiful auditorium wa.s well filled with ministers, dele­
gates and the young people, when the chairman, the 
Rev. Franklin H. Blackmer, announced the opening 
hymn: “Triumphant Zion, Lift Thy Hoad.” The 
grand old hymn seemed to bring a message of hope 

and encouragement. The Scripture lesson, too, from 
the first chapter of Joshim, with its repeated call to 
“Be strong and of good courage,” added its note of 
optimism, while the selection gave the note of com­
plete assurance: “The kingdoms of this world are 
become the kingdom of our I,ord and of His Christ, 
and Ho shall reign forever and ever.” Surely a 
“Now-Church” service. The speaker, the Rev. Wil­
liam H. Beales, of Detroit, took as hi.s subject, “Why 
the New Church.?” The address follows:

“One hundred and seventy-two year.s ago to-day, 
a most remarkable event took place in the spiritual 
world. Christ the Lord—He Whom men had seen on 
earth in Human Form—He Whom the angels sec 
to-day in His Glorified Human—Ho called together 
Hi.s faithful disciples—the same who had followed 
Him during His public ministry on earth, and He 
sent them forth throughout the length and breadth 
of the whole world of spirits, a.s His messengers. 
They were to proclaim a great Evangel: ‘That the 
Lord God Jesus Christ reigns. Whose kingdom shall 
be for ages and ages.’

“Now notice. Why were those disciples sent out 
at that time.? And why that message.? Because, at 
that time, the writing of the True Christian Ueligion 
had been completed. For the first time since Christ 
had appeared among men, the cloud.s of ignorance 
had been pushed aside, and the clear light of Divine 
Truth had streamed forth. Men could now know 
the real nature of Him Whom they called ‘Lord’ and 
‘God’; for the first time they could know the nature 
of true faith and charity; the nature of genuine re­
pentance and regeneration; for the first time they 
could know what wa.s meant by the True Christian 
Religion. And these two events: the completion of 
the writing of the True Christian Ueligion and the 
sending forth of the disciples, by the Imrd, to pro­
claim His eternal and complete sovereignty, must 
always be linked together. For it was because the 
first had been accomplished, that the second was 
made possible. That took place, as I have said, one 
hundred and seventy-two years ago to-day.

“One hundred and twenty-one years ago, thi.s Gen­
eral Convention was organized. It was formed for 
the purpose of performing the usual uses of a 
Church, but a Church based upon the teaching.s pro­
claimed in that True Christian Religion of w'hich we 
have spoken. And because that W'a.s so, it.s great cen­
tral message must be the same as that given to the 
disciples to proclaim: ‘That the Lord God Jesus 
Christ reigns, whose kingdom shall be for ages of 
ages.’ The Church on earth must make one in doc­
trine with the Church in heaven or it is not a Church.

“As an organization, we are one hundred and 
twenty-one years of age. What have we accomplished 
during those one hundred and twenty-one years.? 
There is a tendency, especially among some of the 
younger folks, to make comparisons between our- 
selve.s and other Protestant denominations. All right.
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suppose we do make a few comparisons. They at 
least are interesting. .

“Take the Methodists, for a start. Methodism, m 
America, was just seventy-seven years old when the 
Convention was organized. To-day, there are 9,000,- 
000 Methodists in this country. The Baptist move­
ment is of earlier vintage: it was two hundred years 
of age when we were horn. They, too, have about 
9,000,000 members, with 5,300,000 in their Sunday- 
schools. The Presbyterians, as an organized bod} 
in America, come in between ourselves and the Bap 
tist.s: they were one hundred and fifty-six years o 
age when we were born. To-day they have only a 
meagre 3,000,000 members. Coming to our friends 
the Christian Scientists, who certainly became an 
organized body well after the New Church wa.s pro 
claimed to the world—what of thenif’ lhe latest 
available records show an increase of forty-seven 
new branches, or churches as we would call them. 
At present there are about 3,000 of these branches, 
including forty college and university organization.s. 
The total membership i.s probably about 3,000,001 . 
When we turn to the Lutherans, we just stop count 
ing. Throughout America and Europe they num­
ber only about 82,000,000.

“The latest report.s of the General Convention 
show seventy-seven societies, with a total membership 
of exactly 5,308. The Sunday-school enrollment for 
the entire United State.s and Canada is placed at 
1,886—about 150 less than one of Detroit’s Baptist 
Sunday-schools. ,

“Well, as the young folk.s would say: ‘So what? 
What story do these figures tell us.'' The only stoij 
they tell is, that it i.s foolish to draw any conclusions 
from mere figures. For see!

“It is true that these Protestant denominations 
are not very much older than the General Conven­
tion, but, it is also true that there is really nothing 
very new about them. They are all divisions of the 
Christian Church which arose from the teaching fUid 
preaching of the Apostles—the First Christian 
Church. None of them has anything fundamentally 
different, a.s to doctrine, from any of the others, 
none of them has anything fundamentally J-® 
offer to the world. To go from one to another is like 
going from one room to another in the same house, 
it is not like moving into a new house.

“This i.s not said with the slightest desire to mini­
mize the fine work done by the churches round about 
us; that work is apparent to all; it is pointed out 
with the one purpose in view of orienting ourselves. 
finding out where we stand. And the plain truth is, 
that these giants, before which we are but a pigmy, 
although at least half as old as most of them, are 
off-shoots, modified units of that Christian Church 
which has stood for two thousand years. Fundamen­
tally, they are in no sense ‘new.’

“I.et us face the facts, however, and not try to 
hide behind anything. In point of numbers, we are 
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an insignificant body, in spite of our one hundred 
and twenty-one years. And we are not very well, 
either. We arc losing weight. Our blood-count is 
low, and still dropping. We haven’t enough red cor­
puscles. I think we have spiritual anemia. And it is 
not because we haven’t known it, and searched for 
the remedy. Why, if all of the papers which have 
been read on ‘Why Doesn’t the New Church Grow?’ 
during my short life-time could be gathered to­
gether, and turned into synthetic rubber, there would 
be enough to re-tread all the tires in the United 
States.

“And it is not because we haven’t consulted phy­
sicians. We have. For years we had the spiritual 
‘regulars,’ the orthodox practitioners. They pre­
scribed more doctrine, in larger and stronger doses. 
They are still with us. And then along came the 
spiritual homeopaths, and they said: ‘You are all 
wrong: what is needed is smaller doses of doctrine, 
j,roperly mixed with other materials—attenuated. 
People don’t like strong medicines these days.

“And we have even liad our spiritual osteopaths. 
They agreed with the homeopaths, that we don’t need 
so much doctrine, but they were, and arc, strong on 
exercise. Get out and see what other organizations 
are doing, and help them do it, they advised: work, 
and you will grow strong.

“And we have even had our spiritual chiroprac­
tors, and they tell us that there is something wrong 
with our vertebrae. Our organization is all wrong; 
the bones—the framework, needs adjusting. And— 
ves we have also had our spiritual Christian Scien­
tists ; and they assure us, most positively, that there 
is nothing wrong: we only imagine there is. It is the 
Lord’s Church, and He will bring everything out 
right, in the end. So He will, but it happens that we 
are considering our part of the work, just now.

“But, while we are not in a very robust condition, 
I do not agree with the man who said to me, two 
years ago: ‘Mr. Beales, there will be no organized 
New Church in ten years.’ That is all wrong: we are 
not ready for the undertaker—and never will be. 
But we do need to catch a new and clearer vision pf 
our mission as a Church. And we do need to give a 
great deal of attention to how we can best fulfill that 
mission.

“And the first thing, as I see it, i.s to remind our­
selves that we are not. only a branch of the First 
Christian Church—we are the, perhaps unworthy,

- beginning of a wnc Church, a Church with a 
message. We do need to catch a fresh vision of those 
disciples of the Imrd, going forth throughout the 
length and breadth of the spiritual world, to pro* 
claim the great truth that ‘The I.ord God Jesu® 
Christ reigns.’ Clearly, the proclaiming of that truth 
was needed even there; how much more it is nced« 
here on earth. For that is the distinctive, the nev> 
teaching which we are called upon to give to the
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world.
“Our hope for true progress lies in our delivering 

that message. It is not our message; it is the message 
given us by the Lord Himself. It was He who called 
those disciples together; it was He who sent them 
throughout the spiritual world; it is He who calls on 
us to carry the same message to all who will hearken 
to our voices. And linking that great truth of the 
divinity of the Lord as the only God of heaven and 
earth with the Writings of the Church. Fearlessly, 
clearly, definitely. I shall never forget the moment, 
during my ordination, when the late Rev. Mr. 
Worcester handed me a copy of the Word and of 
the True Christian Keligion. And my undertaking 
—the undertaking of all New-Church ministers to 
teach from the Word, in the light of the Writings, 
and not to deviate from that course.

“So much for our message. Perhape we have been 
slipping a little, in spots. Perhap.s we have lost 
something of the glory of the vision of the New 
Jerusalem, something of the beauty and the gran­
deur for which our Church stands. Perhaps we have 
been a little too anxious to gain the approval of 
men, rather than the ‘Well done’ of the Master: to 
have men tell u.s that we are right, instead of being 
content with the sure knowledge, in our hearts, that 
we are. We seem afraid to be different. We must be 
different—we are different. Unless we make that 
very clear, we won’t be heard. Have you ever sung 
in a very large choir or chorus.’' If so, you will have 
noticed that you couldn’t hear your own voice. It 
seemed to merge with all the other voices in your 
section. Certainly, no one out there in the audience 
could distinguish your voice among so many. If they 
did, you had no right to be there. If you want to be 
heard above the other singers you must sing a solo. 
That, it seems to me, i.s what we simply must do, as a 
Church. Not merely join in the chorus, with mil- 
lion.s and millions of other singers—we must insist 
on doing solo work. We must stand out distinctly, 
or be submerged.

“And the one thing that will make this possible, is 
the nature of our message. I cannot get from my 
mind the thought of those disciples—those simple, 
true-hearted men, who forsook all in the world that 
they might follow their Master, hearing His voice 
call them again—as He had called them in this world 
—Peter, James, John, Andrew, Philip. Sent forth 
once more, to do His bidding. And the message! 
Perhaps it may seem very strange to us, that the 
very angels needed to be told that the Lord Jesus 
Christ reigns. Doesn’t He reign in their hearts.’’ 
How could they have been in heaven, if He did not?

“Does not the explanation lie just here.’’ The 
I.ord rule.s through His Divine Truth. And His 
kingdom is the mind.s of men. Now, at the time of 
His First Advent, there were plane.s of the mind 
which were not yet open. ‘I have other things to tell 

you, but ye cannot bear them now.’ But when He, 
the Spirit of truth, shall come. He shall lead you 
into all Truth. Yes, the spiritual rational plane was 
not yet opened. Therefore, there were degrees of 
truth which mankind could not receive. And before 
thi.s could be changed, the I.ord must do wonderful 
thing.s in the world of spirits. He must bring about 
a judgment. Then, and not until then, could the 
way be opened for the fullest revelation of Divine 
Truth the world has ever received.

“That Judgment wa.s accomplished, and then the 
Lord revealed that truth for which mankind had 
been waiting. He made Hi.s Second Coming in the 
revealing of that Truth, the final step of that reve­
lation being the completion of the True Christian 
Keligion. In the giving—the making accessible to 
mankind, of that truth, the Lord can be present with 
man on every plane—fully present. And I think—I 
say I think, that it was in this sense that the Lord 
could, and did, proclaim to the whole spiritual world, 
that now, indeed. His reign in the minds of man may 
be complete—‘The Lord God Jesus Christ reigns.’ 
And He alone—the only God of heaven and earth.

“Now, why is it of such importance that mankind 
shall know thi.s great truth of the divinity of the 
Lord—and that He indeed reigns.^ Mrs. Louis 
Dole and Mis.s Mildred Billings gave splendid an­
swers to that question in this auditorium last eve­
ning. I wish that every New Churchman could have 
heard those addresses. I felt glad at heart, as I 
listened, for I felt new hope, new confidence, for the 
success of the Church we love.

“And thi.s is the reason for the importance of that 
truth: The world faces a tremendous task—we must 
rebuild the whole social structure. We must rebuild 
on a new foundation. Our young people are crying 
out for a better world—and a better world it must 
be. But, let us realize,.and let our young folks real­
ize, that it is too great a task for humanity to ac­
complish, unaided by Divine Counsel and strength. 
For see! The foundations of a true social order are 
spiritual. And those foundations must be revealed 
to U.S. Yes, and even when we have caught a vision 
of what we may build, and how to build it—we must 
have divine aid in the building. ‘Without me ye can 
do nothing.’

“There are countless organizations in the world, 
all working towards the realization of a better social 
and economic order. They are doing fine work. But 
it is the clear responsibility of the Church to add the 
one greatest of all factors without which the building 
will be in vain—the spiritual. ‘Except the Lord 
build the house, they labor in vain that build it.’ 
Therefore, it is the supreme duty of the New Church 
to point all men to the I.ord; and to point to Him as 
the one and only God. For, above all else, that Is the 
new truth which Christ has entrusted to us. It is 
that which distinguishes u.s from all our brothers of
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the other churches. That, and the teaching of the 
spiritual sense of the Word.

“We must proclaim those truths, clearly, defi­
nitely and fearlessly. Do we belt-eve that the Lord 
has made His Second Coming in the opening of the 
spiritual sense of the Word—His Word.^ Do we 
beliet’e. that in the writings of Emanuel Swedenborg 
tile world ha.s a divine revelation? If we do—then we 
must say so. Say it wisely, carefully—but say it. 
We have no hint that the disciples wanted to censor 
the message which the Lord gave them to proclaim 
—they went gladly, and proclaimed it. So must we 
—if we are ever to hear the welcome words of the 
Lord: ‘Well done, good and faithful servant.’

“Let us catch a vision of the greatness of our 
mission—and the honor done us by the Lord, in en­
trusting U.S with it. May we learn to speak, not of 
ourselves, but as servants o f the Most High God— 
and with Hi.s authorization. In my early days, as a 
newspaperman, I learned one great lesson: that to 
approach a man on your own behalf, was one thing, 
and to approach him on behalf of a great metro­
politan jiaper was (juite a different matter. I inter­
viewed men of every social rank; I asked the most 
personal (juestions. I asked questions which, had 
they been asked in my own name, would have resulted 
in my being thrown out bodily. Hut, the men inter­
viewed saw in me, not myself, but the paper I repre­
sented.

“So in our Church work, especially as ministers— 
and the same to you young folks in the work you do 
for the Church—let us speak and act as servants of 
the Lord: sent forth by Him to proclaim the message 
He has placed in our mouths. If we do, we will lose 
all fear—all anxiety over the outcome. No, the New 
Church is not ready to fold up—the New Church—- 
the organized New Church—is preparing for a newer 
and grander growth than any we have known. And 
we are going to go forward, because we are gaining 
a better vision of our mission—a better vision of 
what the New Church really means, than we have 
ever had before.”

(Convention Proceedings to be continued in next issue)

Convention as an Orcanizalion
III/ Ezra Hyde Alden

(Continued from previous issue)
HE Board of Publication is also an incorporated 
body under the laws of the State of New York, 
being organized “for benevolent, charitable, lit­

erary and missionary pur])ose.s and for the further­
ance of religious opinion” by the publication, sale 
and distribution of book.s and periodicals, more es])e- 
cially the writings of Emanuel Swedenborg and such 
other works as may be deemed useful in diffusing a 
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knowledge of said writings. Any adult person may 
become a member by unanimous vote of the member.s 
present at any annual meeting or upon selection by 
the Convention or General Council. Its work is directed 
by a Board of twenty Directors, five elected annually 
for terms of four years. The Board has its head­
quarters in Brooklyn and is the publisher of our 
Book of Worship and Magnificat and also publishe.s 
the New-Chuk('h Messenger and the New Chris­
tianity. Its By-Law.s provide that it shall “be the 
aim of the Society to carry out the views and wishes 
of the General Convention as far a.s it is possible to 
do so, both in the care and disbursement of funds 
entrusted to it by Convention and by having the 
character of its publishing work such as shall meet 
the aj)proval of Convention as said apj)roval may be 
manifested by Convention by means of a committee 
for the purpose or otherwise.” At a recent meeting 
of the General Council, the Council itself was ap­
pointed as such committee and the Board of Publi­
cation wa.s re(juested to advise the Secretary from 
time to time of any publishing work which it con­
templates for approval or disapproval by the Coun­
cil, it being understood that any work disapproved 
shall not be proceeded with. Thi.s action has been 
somewhat loosely referred to as “censorship” but it 
seems to be strictly in line with the Board’s By-Laws 
and I believe has in no way hampered the Board’s 
activities. In passing it may be of interest to note 
that the recent change making the Messenger a 
fortnightly instead of a weekly publication promises 
to reduce the amount which Convention must appro­
priate by between two and three thousand dollars a 
Years, and has brought in some three hundred new 
subscribers.

The Board of Home and Foreign Mission.s is un­
incorporated and its member.s are elected by the 
Convention, six each year for terms of three years, 
one-half being ministers and one-half laymen; its 
work i.s mainly handled by an Executive Committee 
of eleven member.s which meet.s every other month 
in New York City. The Board wa.s established in 
188.5 and in the somewhat more than fifty years of 
its life ha.s disbursed over six hundred thousand dol­
lars to carrv on its work. Its income is in part 
derived from interest on invested funds but a larger 
part comes from individual contributions and from 
Convention appropriations. As its name implies it 
has carried on its missionary or extension work in 
this country and Canada, and abroad, reaching in­
to the West Indies, South America, France, Ger- 
nianv, Austria, Switzerland, Denmark, Finland, 
I.atvia, Czecho-Slovakia and Italy in Europe, 
Burma, China and Japan in Asia and the Philippine 
Islands. Of course under present war conditions 
many of these foreign points have had to be given 
up, it is hoped only temporarily.

One of the most important arm.s of Convention is 
the Augmentation Fund, which was established in
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191*2 to provide for the “support and extension of 
the New-Church ministry and the missionary field.” 
The initiative in the establishment of this Fund was 
taken by the Rev. Julian K. Smyth, then President 
of the Convention, and George Copp Warren of 
Brookline, Mass., and it was largely because of their 
enthusiastic support that the Fund has been built 
up to its present size. In the first year subscriptions 
were received to its permanent fund, the income only 
of which wasi to be used, amounting to over .$50,000, 
and to-day it.s investments aggregate over $600,000, 
yielding an income in excess of $25,000 a year. At 
this time it is helping in the support of ministers in 
no les.s than twenty-eight of our Church societies as 
well as of several students in the Theological School. 
Without this help many of these societies could not 
maintain services. The affairs of the Fund are ad­
ministered by a Board of twelve laymen, three being 
elected each year for term.s of four years. There is 
also an Advisory Committee of four who endeavor to 
keep in close touch with the beneficiaries of the Fund 
and to advise the Board from time to time as to 
suitable appropriations.

Another important Convention arm is the Pen­
sion Fund which is administered by a Board of fif­
teen, five of whom are ministers, five laymen and five 
lay-women; this Fund provides modest pensions for 
aged ministers and for the families of deceased min­
isters. Its expenditures for these pensions at pres- 

1 ent aggregate about seven thousand dollars a year,
the list of those who are being provided for includ­
ing seven ministers and the widow.s of eleven minis­
ters. Its funds are partly derived from interest on 
investments, partly from contributions and partly 
from approjiriations from certain Convention funds. 
As stated, the pensions are modest and in some case.s 
should doubtless be increased. The Trustees of the 
Pension Fund also administer the Orphan Fund, 
which amounts to about ten thousand dollars, and 
from which, until recently, payments have been made 
to the children of a deceased Filipino minister.

One of the Convention committees which perhaps 
comes more directly to our attention than any other 
is the Committee on Budget, made up of the officers 
of Convention, the President, Vice-President, Treas­
urer and Secretary. The name of this committee 
has recently been changed to the Committee to Raise 
Funds for Convention Uses which more accurately 
defines its use. This committee came into being in 
19.32, with the thought that it would be better to 
have the solicitation of funds placed in the hands of 
a single committee rather than having each Use 
making its own appeal, much as our Community 
Chests have endeavored to centralize and systema­
tize the solicitation for funds for local charities. At 
present the committee is asking subscriptions for 
the Board of Missions, the Augmentation Fund and 
the Pension Fund. In the year 19-K)-41 contribu­
tions aggregating over $8,000 were secured, com­
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paring with amounts a.s high as $2.3,000 in 1929-30, 
since which date there has been a gradual shrinkage 
of receipts ; these lessened returns reflect of course 
a reduced membership and smaller incomes, while 
present and prospective taxation will probably re­
sult in still further decreases.

Convention’s Building Fund was established in 
187.5 “for the purpose of aiding societies in erecting 
New-Church places of worship in America” and is 
administered by a Board of six Trustees, two elected 
annually for terms of three years. In its over sixty 
years of activity this Fund, although never having 
large resources, has assisted some eleven Church 
societies in the erection of church buildings, this 
assistance being by loans secured on the church 
property at a low rate of interest and a gradual 
reduction in principal.

The National Church, a beautiful building on Six­
teenth Street in Washington, was completed and 
dedicated in 1896, the Sunday-school building being 
completed in 1912. The care of this property is 
in the hands of a Board of Trustees which is self- 
perpetuating subject to the approval of the Pres­
ident and Secretary of Convention. Convention has 
held many of its meetings in the National Church 
but present conditions in Washington are such that 
meetings there are not feasible. The Board of 
Trustees numbers fifteen, five of whom living in 
Washington act a.s a local committee on the care of 
the property.

I have not attempted to list all the committees 
and Boards rejtorting to the Convention and have 
left until the last a committee whose responsibilities 
arc most exacting, the Investment Committee which 
is composed of four men of considerable financial 
experience including the Treasurer of the Conven­
tion. In the hands of this committee are the hand­
ling of Convention’s funds which at present, includ­
ing real estate owned, aggregate upward.s of two 
million dollars, representing over one hundred funds, 
largely derived from bequest.s and gifts by devoted 
member.s of the Church. From these investments, 
which are mainly in high-grade bonds, the total in­
come received in the fiscal year 194()-4il was close 
to $75,000.

There are three organizations which while inde­
pendently operated are closely related to the Con­
vention, hold their annual meetings during the Con­
vention session and make annual rej)orts to it. These 
are the American New-Church Sunday-school As­
sociation, the American New-Church League (the 
organization of young people) and the National 
Alliance of New-Church Women. The Sunday- 
school Association has been in existence about 
seventy-five years and at present has on it.s roll 
fifty schools with an enrolment of approximately 
2100 teachers and scholars. The Association 
through it.s Lesson Committee plans the lesson 
courses and provides notes and illustrative pictures.

July S. 19J,2 219



THE NEW-CHURCH MESSENGER

Its latest undertaking has been the revision of the 
Sower Notes which are being issued in six volumes, 
three of which have thus far been published. With­
out the work which the Association is doing our 
local Sunday-school work would be much hampered.

The New-dhurch League was organized in 1885 
under the name of the American League of New’ 
Church Young People’s Societies, with twelve young 
peoples’ societies represented. At present there are 
Leagues and Junior Leagues in thirty of our Church 
societies and I am confident that these I,eagues have 
done and are doing much to keep alive the spirit of 
service in our Church societies and to prepare our 
young people for their future responsibilities in the 
maintenance of our Church organization.

The National Alliance of New-Church Women 
wa.s organized some thirty year.s ago; it aims to 
co-ordinate the work of the women’s organizations 
in the Associations and societies and to encourage 
their participation not only in Church activities but 
in community and national service. One use which 
the Alliance has carried on ha.s been the collection 
of contributions for the Mission work of the Church 
through what is called the Mite Box. These con­
tributions were begun in 1925 as a memorial to 
the Rev. (leorge G. Pulsford who gave his life to 
the Church, especially in a long stay in the Philip* 
pines where he wa.s instrumental in the organizing 
of the Church activities, esjiecially in Manila. In 
the sixteen year.s which have passed since then the 
Alliance has contributed more than .$7,300 to the 
Mission Board.

I hope thi.s hasn’t been too tedious and trust it 
may have given you some idea of the Convention and 
its work.

Scriptures in 1055 Tongues

WITH the addition of four new languages, in 
which the Scriptures have not previously ap­
peared, some part of the Bible has now been 

translated into 1,055 languages and dialects, accord­
ing to a report issued by the American Bible Soci­
ety. Africa has received three of these new dialects. 
Bandi, spoken in I.iberia; Okala for the Belgian 
Congo; and Moba, spoken in Togoland. The fourth, 
Sora, is spoken in southeastern India.

The summary of the languages is as follows:
Languages in which the whole Bible has 

been published
I.anguages in which the whole New Tes­

tament has been published
I.anguages in which at least a complete 

book has been published
I.anguage.s in which only selections have 

been published ........................

Total number of languages in which 

184

229

554

88

some part of the Bible has been 
published  1,05.5

It is probable that other new dialects may haV^ 
found their way into a written form but no further 
information ha.s been received by the Bible Society, 
due to the suspension of mail service from man,V 
countries where thi.s missionary endeavor i.s coii< 
stantly being pursued and the faulty communicatio»| 
from those lands still in touch with the Society.

Many missions, which formerly sent their tran.s, 
lation.s of the Bible to the British and Foreign IlibL. 
Society of London, whose activities have been greatly 
curtailed or entirely susjiended by the war, are noA- 
turning to the American Bible Society for the prints 
ing of these new Scriptures, so that the languagij 
list will undoubtedly be considerably augmented ir^ 
1942.

A new publication just issued by the Amcricar; 
Bible Society is a corrected edition of the Gospel 
of St. Lnke in Iroquois (Mohawk) for a consider^ 
able number of Indians living in a “reservation” iq 
the citv of Brooklyn, N. Y., as well a.s for their relax 
tives in Canada. It is expected that the Oneida.s^ 
in Wisconsin, can also use this Gospel.

Although the manufacturing schedules of thQ 
American Bible Society for the Army and Navy 
New Testaments have been stepped up from 3,009 
a day to (5,000 and then to 9,000, it ha.s jjroven ini' 
jiossible a.s yet to overtake the demand, nor have tliQ 
receipts in the Society’.s special Emergency Fund 
overtaken the expense. At least 50,000 Testaments 
have been ordered for distribution to service men. 
The Bible Society i.s continuing steadily its policy 
of supplying every chaplain with the Scriptures he 
request.s as rapidly as it can get them from the 
presses.

Many ministerial associations are uniting to re­
quest contributions from their churches for the sup­
ply of Testaments to Chaplain.s in adjacent camps- 

• ♦ *
Two HUNiiEEii Malagasy Testaments have been 

sent by the American Bible Society to riflemen from 
Madagascar interned in France. Some 2,000 of 
them are Protestant and all are very homesick. The 
books were addressed to a French chaplain in south­
eastern France who will forward them to the camps 
in Free and Occupied France where the men are 
located.

The Spiritual Result of
Thinking Against God

Every man i.s able to think freely, yea most freely, 
whatever he wishes, as well against God as in favor of 
God. But he that thinks against God rarely suffers any 
punishment for it in the natural world liecause there he 
i.s always in a state to be reformed; but after death, in 
the spiritual world he suffers for it. (P. 249.)
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Nrois nf Ihp Qll^urrli
Cleveland, Ohio

The Society owes the meinl)ers of 
the Women’s Guild a debt of gratitude 
for the work they have accomplished 
during the past year. The ladies have 
sewed for the Red Cross every Tuesday 
and have held rummage sales which 
have added substantial sums to their 
treasury. With $100 of the money they 
have earned they have recently paid to 
have the walls and woodwork of the 
church parlors thoroughly cleaned, the 
window shades renewed, and have made 
up and hung new curtains at all the 
windows.

A special service was arranged for 
the children of the Sunday-school on 
June 14. This was a service of com­
bined church and Sunday-school with 
sermon and music adapted to the chil­
dren. The sermon-subject was “The 
Boy and Girl Heroes of the Bible.” 
Gift books were presented for good at­
tendance at Sunday-school during the 
year. Among those who attended the 
service were several visitors from vari­
ous New-Church societies further east.

•
Indianapolis, Ind.

The church year for this Society 
closed on June 28 on which day the pas­
tor’s sermon topic was ‘‘Vacation Time.” 
It is planned to resume church ser­
vices on the Sunday following Labor 
Day.

The Sunday evening sessions of the 
Young People’s League closed on June 
7. The young people plan, however, to 
engage in various social activities dur­
ing the summer.

The Women’s Alliance held its reg­
ular monthly meeting on Wednesday, 
June 24, at the residence of Mrs. Klaas 
Peters. This was the closing meeting 
of the church year.

Cincinnati, Ohio
Requests for a combination worship 

service and Bible School to be held eacli 
Sunday during the summer have been 
made; and the pastor, therefore, will 
be at the church at 10:00 a.m. each 
Sunday that he is in town for such a 
service.

Lakewood, Ohio
The Sunday-school sessions will be 

continued during the summer months 
because of the interest, progress and 
the popular demand of all those con­
nected with this important activity.

June 14 was observed as Children’s 
Day and Flower Dav on which occasion 
the entire Sunday-school attended the 
church service. Everyone brought 
flowers and friends; and co-operation 
from young and old was the order of 
the day to make the service inspiring 
and beautiful. 'Phe Children’s Choir 
delighted everyone.

A special summer program is being 
planned and worked out for the months 
of July and August church services. We 
expect to receive later detailed an- 
iiounc-cments.

In the absence of the pastor, the Rev. 
Isaac Ens, who was attending Conven­
tion, Mr. Staiilcv Babington took 
charge of the morning service on Sun­
day, June 21.

•
Roxbury, Mass.

Flower Sunday was celebrated on 
June 14 in the Roxbury Society. The 
sacraments of Baptism and the Holy 
Supper were administered on the same 
occasion.

Roxbury joins in the Union Services 
now being held in the Cambridge 
Church. Services in the Roxbury 
Church arc to be resumed on Sunday, 
ScjJtcmber 20.

Golden Wedding
June 28. 1892, at the home of the 

UJz bride’s parents in Boston, Mr. 
Ezra Hyde Alden of Philadelphia, and 
Miss Hattie Carter Hathaway of Bos­
ton were married, the ceremony being 
solemnized by the Rev. George S. 
Wheeler of Bridgewater. In obser­
vance of the fiftieth anniversary of this 
event, there was a small family gather­
ing at their home in Philadelphia on 
June 28, 1942. Mr. and Mrs. Alden 
have three daughters, two sons and nine 
grandchildren.

Guest Preacher at Fryeburg 
/jttju. John H. Jordan, who recently 
itlfl completed his first year of train­
ing at the New-Church Theological 
School, delivered the sermon at the 
Fryeburg New Church on Sunday, June 
21, 1942.

Fryeburg Assembly

After careful consideration it was 
voted not to hold the regular ses­

sion of the Fryeburg Assembly this 
year.

Services in the South
^J-ERVicES will be held in 'Pampa, Fla., 

during the summer months and 
other centers by arrangement; and 
Study Group meetings in St. Peters­
burg.

Children’s Sunday 
at Fryeburg
/-ithildren’s Sunday was observed by 

the Fryeburg Church on June 14.
Six children received the Sacrament of 
Baptism; namely. Dale Eugene Lord, 
Raymond Harris Stevens, III, Marilyn 
Sargent, Isabelle Sargent, Dolores 
Francis, and Beverley Francis. Bibles 
were awarded to: Mary Snow, Beverley 
Hutchins, Edward Whitaker, Marilyn 
Sargent, Isabelle Sargent, Mary Heath, 
Myron Ward, and Lawrence Haley.

Good News Regarding the 
Rev. and Mrs. Clayton 
Priestnal
ZjN’ K prospective new Pastor and hi.s 
Vfiz wife arrived in Cleveland on the 
evening of Saturday, April 18th. Offi­
ciating at the Sunday service next 
morning, he preached a very interesting 
and helpful sermon on the subject of 
Prayer under the title “The Windowsill 
of Heaven”, adopted from an appro- 
])riate poem. On the following Sunday, 
April 26, he preached an equally dis­
cerning and effective sermon on “The 
Foursquare City” or “The Perfect 
Man” that has his spiritual length, 
breadth, and height equal. Profession­
ally and socially, the Rev. Clayton 
Priestnal made a very favorable im- 
])ression, as did also Mrs. Priestnal, 
who is an avowed special student of 
child-life and child-psychology.

On Sunday, May 24, the members of 
the Society met after the usual morn­
ing service, and voted unanimously to 
confirm the nomination by the Church 
Council of the Rev. Clayton S. Priest­
nal to become Pastor of the “Church of 
the Holy City”. His term of Sunday 
preaching will Ix^gin in September next, 
the date to be announced later. How­
ever, any time after July 1 he may be 
called upon for emergency service. Hi.s 
summer address can be obtained from 
either Mr. Charles W. Duerr, Presi­
dent, or Miss Dora Pfister, Secretary 
of the Society.

'riins is most happily consummated 
the long-cherished purpose of the 
Cleveland Society to secure services of 
,a progressive young minister of marked 
ability. Around him the members and
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friends of the Society can now soon 
rally, and prove their loyalty and de­
votion to the Church.
—Church of the Holy City Bulletin, 

May, 1942.

HUiBBinn Nruts
In a report recently received from the 

Rev. Bjorn Johannson, missionary min­
ister in Western New York, with head­
quarters in Buffalo, he speaks of having 
made a number of worthwhile mission­
ary visits during the past month which 
included such places a.s Geneva, Canan­
daigua, Ithaca, N. Collins, Collins Cen­
ter and Arcade. In Ithaca, he mentions 
the rapidly developing interest of a pro­
fessor and his wife in the teachings, 
and Mr. Johannson believes this may 
be a great help in building up a move­
ment in that city. In Arcade there is 
a highly educated gentleman who has 
become so engrossed in Swedenborg’s 
teachings that there is even the possibil­
ity of his attending convention at Chau­
tauqua. In Buffalo activities have 
slowed down somewhat due to a num­
ber of the members of the Society liv­
ing in suburbs and recognizing the need 
of conserving their tires as much as 
possible. However, several lectures 
were given in this city which were well 
attended, and Mr. Johannson is much 
encouraged by the fact that he has been 
asked to give the invocation at the grad­
uation exercises of the high schools of 
Buffalo.

Wentwohth. — Roger Wentworth, 
2nd, infant son of Mr. and Mrs. Roger 
Wentworth of Roxbury, Mass., was 
baptized Sunday, June 14, in the Rox­
bury Church, the Rev. Joy H. Ham­
mond officiating.

Wagner.—On May 20, 1942, a 
daughter, Janet Sue, to Mr. and Mrs. 
Gilbert E. Wagner of the St. Louis 
Church.

R o s E N - S E L E E, — Ma ry Scripture 
Selee and Dr. James Michael Rosen, 
June 20, at the home of the bride, the 
Rev. Arthur Wilde officiating. Mrs. 
Rosen has been a teacher of English 
and History at the Ethical Culture 

School (Fieldston), New York City, 
for the past five years. Dr. Rosen is a 
director of the Bureau of Investigation 
in the New York City Department of 
Hospitals.

Gilchrist-Peters.—Jean Elizabeth 
Peters, daughter of the Rev. and Mrs. 
P. Peters, of Edmonton, Alta., and A. 
B. Douglas Mitchell Gilchrist, R. C. N. 
V. R. also of Edmonton, were united in 
marriage on May 29, at the home of the 
bride. The Rev. P. Peters solemnized 
the marriage. P. P.

Ortiiwein-Gill.—Miss Gene May 
Gill and Walter Edward Orthwein of 
St. Louis, on May 16, 1942, the Rev. 
Dirk Diephuis officiating.

RrNDLE-HENSELMEIEH. ----  MisS Lois
Estelle Hensclmcier, formerly of St. 
I.ouis, now of Ames, Iowa, and Dr. 
Robert pHigene Rundle of Ames, on 
June 7, 1942, by the Rev. Dirk Die­
phuis, at the home of the bride’s par­
ents, Dr. and Mrs. H. E. Hensclmcier. 
Dr. Rundle teaches chemistry at the 
Iowa State College.

S^uruttt
“Our Neighbor, the World”

To the Editor of The Messenger:
N the article, “Our Neighbor, 'Phe 
World’’, by Louis G. Hoeck (June 

10, 1942), I believe there has been a 
misunderstanding regarding Sweden­
borg’s statement analysing the Fifth 
Commandment, “'riiou Shalt Not Com­
mit Murder.” According to the article: 
“Where there is no hatred there is no 
murder, for hatred alone is murder. . . 
Yet Swedenborg clearly states that 
hatred i.s murder; and the taking of life 
is murder. In (?’. C. li.} pages 309- 
312 Swedenborg says:

“This commandment, ‘Thou shalt 
not commit murder’, in the natural 
sense, signifies not to take away a 
man’s life, or to inflict upon him 
any wound which may cause his 
death also not to mutilate his body; 
and moreover, not to do deadly in­
jury to his good name. . . .” 
Swedenborg also points out killing in 

the Celestial sense which the article 
pointed out. But I believe it is impor­
tant that we, as Christians, have lieen 
instructed to clearly obey both the nat­
ural anil Celestial interpretations. Any 
statements by Swedenborg elsewhere in 
his writings on the “duty of being a 

good soldier” are sound if a person dn^^ 
not understand or is unable to use tfl^ 
force of Christian action. Thus, it 
better to fight (i.e., kill, murder) that< 
to do nothing about evil; but also it 
better to use the Christian alternative^ 
to war, as pointed out by Jesus, than t9 
fight or do nothing.

Bronson P. Clark- 
Highacres Farm, 
Glen Mills, Pa., 
June 20, 1942.

A Letter Concerning Faith an^ 
Tribulations

To the Editor of The Messenger:
N your excellent article on prayer, in 
this June 10th issue, the Scripture 

quoted from Matthew xxi. 22, is not ex' 
plained, as the other part.s of the article 
are. And I am here calling your atten­
tion to that particular observation, be­
cause, although that same Scripture 
concerning prayer is frequently read 
and quoted, I have never as yet either 
read or heard any attempt at givinji 
some satisfactory explanation of it- 
This is also true regarding many similar 
important Scriptures.

It is evident that in this Gospel 
statement the emphasis is centered on 
the word, believing, that true f.aith. in 
accordance with and enlightenincut 
from the Scriptures, is thereby referred 
to or meant. And so it is accordingly 
necessary, for a right understanding, b) 
properly consider and explain what 
such a faith, and accordingly a right 
desire, prayer and results involve and 
demand. Because of a general neglect 
to offer such needed explanations, of 
particularly enigmatic and seemingly 
unreasonable Scriptures, many atten­
dants, even in the enlightened New 
Jerusalem Church, are often left in un­
certainty and doubt.

* * *
Concerning tribulations, of which 

wars are, of course, considered to be 
the very climax, I also wish to call your 
attention to some particulars that are 
commonly ignored or left out of consid­
eration. The first is this—Why are 
wars permitted, or why have they not 
been providentially preventedI® 
anything impossible to an omniscient 
and almighty God, and, if so, why and 
what is it.^ If the prophet could prove 
that means for defense were plentiful, 
why then were so many war-failures 
and miseries permitted with those 
Israelites, and without any seemingly 
beneficial results either to them or their 
opponents.^ If the Lord could call
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legions of angels to His defense, why 
did He not protect His disciples and 
the many early Christian martyrs from 
persecution and horrible miseries /ind 
deaths ? Or why has He ever since per­
mitted trials and terrible experiences 
and failures, of various kinds, with 
Christians and with nations and man­
kind on this earth? If His providence 
is over all mankind, why does He not 
prevent individual, tribe and national­
istic intrigue and un-Christian aims? 
Could He not have prevented the fail­
ure of the League of Nations and other 
well-intentioned policies? Could He 
not have prevented the somnambulism 
of government officials and the chances 
of Germany to prepare for this war, or 
any other war-contributing factors? Is 
it possible that, in spite of all clamor 
about justice, freedom and democracy, 
even the l)est are yet in ignorance and 
confusion concerning human essentials, 
and that all miseries are of necessity, 
now as throughout the past, permitted 
to prevent total degeneration, and for 
the eternal welfare of man and man­
kind, including all who persist in choos­
ing the “broad way” and hell?

It is well to offer reasonable consid­
eration concerning world conditions, 
and concerning right and wrong regard­
ing Christian duties in peace and in 
war. But it is of yet more importance, 
value and help, to study, learn and ex- 
])lain why “tribulation.s must be al­
lowed in thi.s world.” Could the eternal 
Bible Scriptures have been written 
without human experience in both right 
and wrong.’

Contributed.
E. N. A.

Jin iBettwrtam
Rev. Jedidiah H. Edgerton, Ph.D.

the evening of .lune 5, 1942, after 
vi/ only an hour’s illness, of an acute 
heart attack, the Rev. Jedidiah Edger­
ton passed from his home in West 
Springfield. Mass., into the spiritual 
world, at the age of fifty-nine. The 
resurrection service.s were lield on Mon­
day. June 8, in Springfield, conducted 
by the Rev. Everett K. Bray, General 
Pastor of the Massachusetts Associa­
tion.

The Radio Station WSPR over which 
Mr. Edgerton had been a popular 
broadcaster during the last six years 
devoted his period at !):.3O of the Sun­
day morning following his death to a 
memorial service for him.

The sudden call came to his many
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friends outside of the Springfield So­
ciety and within it, as a great blow— 
to which the many affectionate testi­
monials via the air, the mails, and in 
person at the services, bear witness.

Mr. Edgerton was ordained into the 
New Church ministry May 13, 1928. 
He served as pastor of the Roxbury 
Society, as Missionary Pastor of the 
Massachusetts Association, and as or­
ganizer and minister of the revived 
Springfield Society, under the auspices 
of the Missionary Board of the Associa­
tion. While in Roxbury he established 
the order of ‘The Cavalry of The 
White Horse”—a name which he con­
tinued to use throughout his radio work, 
for those who “attended” his Sunday 
morning Sunday-school Class of the 
Air.

Mr. Edgerton made a place for him­
self in the field of broadcasting over 
WBSO at Babson Park, Mass., where 
he conducted a “Good Cheer Hour” for 
shut-ins, which was highly popular. 
Here he also had Sunday services. Time 
was freely given by the Station because 
of the management’s appreciation of hi.s 
work. Other Massachusetts station.s 
over which he broadcast were: WHDH 
and WBZ of Boston; WMAS of Spring­
field, and the first mentioned WSPR— 
where also the time was given him by 
the Station.

Mr. Edgerton’s life wa.s devoted to 
teaching. He had been Professor of 
English and Public Speaking at Car­
negie Technical Institute, of Pitts­
burgh, Penn.; Head of the Department 
of Education, Wavncsbiirgh College, 
Waynesburgh, Pa.; President of Ogden 
College, Bowling Green, Ky. In World 
War I he volunteered for government 
service, and was put in charge of psy­
chological aptitude tests at the Phila- 
delphi.a Navy Yard. He wa.s Superin­
tendent of School.s in Westfield, N. Y., 
at the time he made up hi.s mind to pre­
pare to give the rest of his life to the 
ministry of the New Church. There 
he had in a Presbyterian Church a 
Men’.s Bible Clas.s of 500 members, and 
saw a fair and compelling vision of what 
it would be if only he could gather such 
a class to study the Heaven-sent truths 
of the New .Icrusalem. So he resigned 
hi.s work there, and set forth to the 
New-Church Theological School in 
Cambridge. Although he proved to be 
<a gifted preacher, the people would not 
flock in large number.s to the New 
Church. Yet he never lost his zeal for 
preaching and teaching these truths, or 
hi.s certainty of their origin in Heaven, 
and of the desperateness of the world’s 
need of them. While broadcasting at

WBSO he published the book Spiritual 
Truths. We are sure that Spiritual 
'I’ruth.s will still be his delight in the 
world eternal, and we can see him there, 
among the preachers and teachers of 
the world of fulfilment.

In recent years he had been increas­
ingly interested in healing through 
prayer, and had many testimonials of 
persons healed and of others greatly 
helped.

Mr. Edgerton i.s survived by hi.s wife, 
a son Howard, and a daughter, Ruth; 
and three brothers, Seward E. of Los 
Angeles, Dr. Earl A. of San Francisco, 
ami Major Harold C. of the U. S. 
Army in 'Texas.

The sympathy of the church is with 
the immediate family, as it shares in 
their sense of loss.

Everett K. Bray.

(©liituarg
Sen.xARR.—Mrs. Ameli.s Schnarr, 71, 

a native of Waterloo, passed into the 
higher life while visituig her daughter, 
Mrs. F. Willis, in Detroit. 'The resur­
rection service wa.s held in Kitchener 
with the Rev. E. Vai Tilton officiating. 
She w.-i.s a devoted and active member 
of the Kitchener Society.

Repentance
True repentance consists in a man’s 

examining not only the actions of his 
life but also the intentions of his will. 
(T. C. R. 532.)

Qlakuhar
Seventh and Eighth Sundays after 

Pentecost
The Christian Like

July 12
Sei. 139: “O come, let us sing.”
Lessons: Judges ix, v. 34; Matt, vi, to 

V. 18.
In place of Responsive Service, Sei. 

180: “Let Thy mercies come also 
unto me.”

Hymns:
14: “Jesus, where’er Thy people 

meet.”
231: “The light pours down from 

heaven.”
July 19
Scl. 139: “O come, let us sing.”
Lessons: Judgc.s xvi; Matt. x.
In place of Responsive Service, Scl.

181: “Remember the word unto Thy 
si'rvant.”

Hymns:
43: “Holy, holy, holy.”
235: “O Word of God incarnate.”
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Convention
HE 1942 session of the General Convention was 
called to order in Hurlbut Memorial Church by 
the President, the Rev. Fred Sidney Mayer, on 

Friday afternoon, at 2 :3() o’clock, June 19th. It is 
interesting to note that it was there, ten years ago, 
that Mr. Mayer was first elected president, and that 
the 1942 session saw his retirement.

There were no signs of a world conflict in beau­
tiful Chautauqua that Friday afternoon. The sun 
was shining gloriously; the air was filled with the 
songs of birds; rose-hushe.s were in full bloom, and 
all wa.s peace and quietness. The attendance was 
larger than expected, there being 121 ministers and 
delegates enrolled, as well as many attending with­
out power to vote. The beautiful auditorium was 
well filled when the Rev. Andre Diaconoff, of Cali­
fornia, rose to conduct the religiou.s service which 
always precedes the meetings of Convention.

The service was simple but impressive, and there 
was present a feeling of confidence, which was well- 
expressed in the words of the opening hymn: “The 
Church’s One Foundation I.s Jesus Christ, Her 
I,ord.” So, too, in the words of the Scripture I,cs- 
son. How full of assurance was the old, familiar 
message: “My word . . . shall not return unto me 
void ; but it shall accomplish that which I please, and 
it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.” In 
the midst of the clash of human ambitions and pur- 
])osc.s, and the uncertainty of it all, there seemed to 
be something wonderfully reassuring in the divine as­
sertion : “For my thoughts arc not your thoughts, 
neither arc your ways my ways, saith the Lord. For 
as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my 
ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than 
your thoughts.” What more inspiring, yes, and fit­
ting, too, as a prelude to the deliberations of Con­
vention, than the words of the closing hymn: “Thy 
Mighty Power We Sing, O Thou Eternal King.”

'I'hc usual address by the President was omitted. 
Convention going at once into routine business. Fol­
lowing the reading of the minutes of the last meet­
ing of tlie 1941 session, a motion was introduced lim­

iting the term of the president, for the future, to 
“not more than four years,” and providing that “a 
member who shall have served for four years shall 
be ineligible for re-election.” This motion formed 
part of the report of the General Council. It was 
advanced at this time so that Convention could act 
upon it before nominations for Mr. Mayer’s succes­
sor should be known. The motion was carried 
unanimously.

Convention approved the recommendation of the 
Council of Alinistcrs, that further .step.s be taken to 
secure, if possible, the appointment of New-Church 
ministers who desire to serve a.s army or navy chap­
lains. Also, that the New Church seek recognition 
on the commission of army and navy chaplains.

The report of the Committee on Nominations was 
received, and only one new nomination was made 
from the floor, that of the Rev. Richard H. Tafel, 
of Philadelphia, for a place on the Board of Man­
agers of the Theological School. There were three 
nominations for President: the Rev. Everett King 
Bray, of Cambridge; the Rev. Paul Sperry, of Wash­
ington ; and the Rev. Clyde W. Broomell, of St. Paul, 
Minn.

The Convention’s Urbana Visiting Committee re­
ported through its Chairman, Miss Frances Darra- 
cott. The report showed 20 students enrolled, of 
whom three are from New-Church homes. The small­
ness of the enrollment was attributed largely to con­
ditions caused by the war. The Committee found 
the spirit of the college excellent. It was recom­
mended that greater attention be given to Bible 
study. There was no recommendation of nominees, 
on behalf of Convention, for the Board of Trustees 
of the College, a.s in former years.

For several years, discussions have taken place in 
Convention over the relationship between that body 
and Urbana TTniversity. Some time ago, when mem­
bers of the Church contributed largely to the Endow­
ment Fund of the college, a mutual agreement was 
reached, whereby a Visiting Committee was estab­
lished, one of the dutie.s of which should be to rec-
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omincnd to Convention suitable persons for nomina­
tion to the Board of Trustees of the college. On a 
nu)nl)cr of occasions, the Board has failed to elect 
Convention’s nominees, a fact which aroused some 
criticism. As a result, last year Convention appoint­
ed a special committee to study the charter and 
bv-lttws of the college, and also the Minutes of Con­
vention establishing the Visiting Committee. The re­
port of this committee was read by its chairman, 
the Rev. Loui.s A. Dole.

The committee found that the responsibilities en­
trusted to the Visiting Committee by Convention 
w’ould, if carried out, violate the condition.s fixed by 
the charter of the institution. On thi.s point the re­
port stated:

“It is the belief of this special committee that any 
attempt by Convention to direct the policy of 
Urbana University, would set up a dual control 
which would divide responsibility, and thu.s would be 
subversive of the best interests both of Convention 
and of Urbana University, and that only upon the 
Trustees and Faculty of Urbana University can any 
responsibility for it.s conduct be justly or legally 
placed.”

The committee, however, recommended the con­
tinuance of the Visiting Committee, but also recom­
mended that such committee “be absolved from the 
re(juirement that it recommend nominees for the 
Board of Trustees.” The report w’as signed by the 
Chairman and Miss Frances K. Darracott, Mr. 
Harrv I*. Cram and Mr. Stuart A. McGill.

The Rev. Russell Eaton, president of Urbana, 
pointed out that although the Visiting Committee 
had been established in 1922, only three out of the 
40 nominees of Convention, recommended by that 
committee during the intervening years, had not been 
acceptable to the Board of Trustees. He called for 
the fullest possible support of the college by the 
members of the Church.

A very favorable report of conditions at the Theo­
logical School at Cambridge wa.s presented by the 
Chairman of the Board, the Rev. Clyde W. Broomell. 
The Visiting Committee of the Board had been 
greatly impressed with the excellent spirit in evi­
dence, and with the practical nature of the work 
done. The school wa.s now 75 years old and going 
forward to take its rightful place in a new world 
order. The committee recommended, among other 
things, that the teaching of Greek be restored to the 
curriculum.

Reporting for the Committee on the Social Aims 
of the New Church, the Rev. William F. Wunsch 
told of much work already done by the members, 
reviewing the latest books and papers dealing with 
social problems arising from the war, and planning 
for the future. He indicated a very extensive bib­
liography on the subject, for the use of those de­
siring to make a thorough study of it. The Com­
mittee was continued for another year.

Thi.s was followed by the report of the special 
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committee appointed to study “The Bases of a Just 
and Enduring Peace.” The especial purpose of this 
committee, of which the Rev. Everett K. Bray is 
chairman, i.s to gather from the Writings such ma­
terial as will be a contribution to the search for such 
bases, and to keep the members of the Church in­
formed as to useful literature on the subject. It 
was recognized that this and Mr. Wunsch’s com­
mittee were very closely allied as to aims, and the 
suggestion was made for close collaboration between 
the two committees.

Miss Roberta Mack sponsored a motion to ])ro- 
vide that in future all nominations for officers and 
committce.s and board.s of Convention be received on 
Friday, instead of Saturday, as has been the ])rac- 
tice, and that the elections be held on Saturday 
morning. This, it was claimed, would give business 
men, who could not spare the time to remain over 
until Monday or Tuesday, an opportunity to vote. 
The motion was referred to the General Council for 
consideration.

The Rev. Arthur Wilde was re-elected Editor of 
The Messenger by a practically unanimous vote. 
Mr. Wilde spoke briefly, urging greater support of 
the Church’s periodical by the members. “What I 
want is more letter.s and more news,” he declared. 
“Write me letters, but make them short. Write let­
ters on subject!? which will arouse discussion. Dis­
cussion i.s the very life-blood of religion, so, write 
more letters. And I want more subscriptions. We 
hoj)ed, when we lowered the price to one dollar a 
year, that we would have an increase of sixteen hun­
dred new subscribers: instead, we have an increase 
of only five hundred. Any New-Churchman who 
will not subscribe one dollar a year for hi.s Church 
paper is not very much interested.”

All the nominees named by the Committee on 
Nominations were elected, there being a contest only 
in respect to the Board of Managers of the Theo­
logical School, where the Rev. Richard Tafel wa.s 
named from the floor, but failed to make the grade.

The first ballot for President resulted in the Rev. 
Clyde Broomell receiving .36 votes, the Rev. Everett 
K. Bray 53, and the Rev. Paul Sperry 26. As none 
of the nominees had received a majority vote of Con­
vention, a second ballot was necessary. This re­
sulted in a reduction in the votes for both Mr. 
Broomell and Mr. Sperry, and a substantial in­
crease in those for Mr. Bray, assuring his election 
to the office.

The election of Mr. Bray to the presidency cre­
ated a vacancy on the General Council. Two nomi­
nations were received to fill this vacancy, those of the 
Rev. Richard H. Tafel and the Rev. William H. 
Beales. When the ballots were counted the latter 
was declared elected.

F. Gardiner Perry was re-elected Vice-President 
by acclamation, as were also Benjamin A. Whitte­
more, Secretary; Horace H. Blackmer, Assistant
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Secretary; and Albert P. Carter, Treasurer.
Memorials were read for the late Rev. Harold S. 

Conant, the Rev. Jedidiah Kdgerton and Abraham 
Noble.

The per capita tax wa.s again fixed at twenty-five 
cents per member.

The following message of greeting and fellowship 
was prepared by the Rev. Fred Sidney Mayer, and 
adopted by a rising vote, by Convention: 
“To Knglish Conference:

“It i.s with pleasure that we send greetings to 
our associate.s in Great Britain at this, our annual 
session of the General Convention, now meeting at 
Chautauqua, New York.

“With us there is the consciousness of a spiritual 
force uniting the American New-Church and that of 
the British Conference. Our aims and our commit­
ments have the same common cause at heart, for 
under the direction of our I.ord we seek to bring hid­
den truths to mind, praying for light and knowledge 
on the problems and issues of life.

“On both sides of the Atlantic we no doubt now 
recognize why this definite revelation, given through 
Emanuel Swedenborg, came to mankind in advance 
of the great trials and tribulations now playing 
havoc with human social and economic systems. The 
test is one of the spirit, and must not only be met 
with fortitude, but the human failures must be ac­
knowledged and overcome by the clearer understand­
ing of spiritual causes operating under Divine Provi­
dence.

“No person or grouj) of people can grasp the im­
mensity of the problems now involving all nations 
and races, and embracing both the external and in­
ternal realms of being. Nor can any leader or na­
tion define its course, or foretell its consequences, or 
fix the pattern which our I,ord is weaving for the 
guidance of future generations. Our universal help­
lessness IS His opportunity: a truth which the New 
Church can now proclaim for the establishment of 
man’s true relationship with the Divine Protection.”

Consecration Service

Certainly one of the most impressive moments of 
Convention was the brief “Service of Consecration” 
which followed the close of the business meetings. 
By a happy coincidence the Committee on Program 
had invited the Rev. Everett K. Bray to conduct this 
service, not knowing, of course, that he would be the 
newly-elected President.

I he memory of that brief service will remain with 
those who were privileged to take part, when other 
incidents of the 1942 Convention have faded from 
mind. The selection sung at the opening seemed to 
give the undertone to all that followed: “The earth 
is the Lord’s, and the fullness thereof; the world, 
and they that dwell therein.” Few will forget that 
quiet voice, reading the words found in the 1.5th 
chapter of the Gospel according to John : “I am the 

true vine, and my Father is the husbandman.
Abide in me, and I in you. . . . For without me ye 
can do nothing. If ye abide in me, and my words 
abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall 
be done unto you. . . . Ye have not chosen me, but 
I have chosen you, and ordained you. . . . These 
thing.s I command you, that ye love one another.”

A hush of quiet expectancy descended upon the 
gathering as the new President turned to address 
those who had asked him to lead them forward. He 
spoke in a voice which clearly indicated the deep 
emotions which stirred within him.

“This is the most sobering, humbling hour of my 
life,” he declared. “You have asked me to help you 
carry on the work of the I.ord’s New-Church." I 
believe that it is an invitation to carry on towards 
true advancement, towards better things, even, than 
we have experienced in the past.

“It has been a privilege to work with Mr. Mayer 
and the General Council, and in all the other ac­
tivities of Convention. I have had a feeling that 
with the advancing years the Church has been grow­
ing in the spirit of love, of unity and solidarity 
That is as it should be, for is not the New Jerusalem 
described as a ‘city that is compact together’.!'”

There was no more adequate jiicture of the rela­
tionship between the Church and the I.ord, than that 
of the rclationshij) between the vine and the branches 
declared Mr. Bray, unless it be the picture which 
Paul gives, of all as members of one body, where if 
one suffers, all suffer, and if one prospers, all pros­
per. Or that still more glorious vision soon bv Swe­
denborg, of all in the heavens united together in the 
human form.

“May this thought move us as wo go forth to our 
homes,” said the President.

“May wo enter into our work with a new spirit 
of consecration. May we give ourselves anew to the 
service of the Lord. And may the life-blood of the 
Ixird’s Divine Truth flow forth from Him into us 
in fullest measure, for the glory and honor of His 
Kingdom on earth.”

Prayer
“O Thou who standest in our midst; Thou who 

knowest the hopes and the aspirations and the needs 
of each one as we bow before Thee: help us to look 
to Thee in all things. Come and make us anew, O 
blessed I.ord—come and make us Thine own. We 
ask it out of our need for Thee, and Thy great love 
for us. Amen.”

And so the business meetings of the 1942 Con­
vention closed; and those who had entered into its 
activities and its uplift, went from the beautiful 
Hurlbut Memorial Church feeling that though dark 
days might lie ahead, the end of it all was in Hi.s 
keeping; and with the words of the closing selection 
still echoing in their hearts: “I will lift up mine eves 
unto the mountains, from whence doth come mv 
help.”
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Council of Ministers
/fftt'ATTEBS connected with the j)rcsent world strug- 

glc were in evidence in the deliberations of 
the Council of Ministers, which held two meet­

ings on Thursday morning and afternoon. The 
Chairman, the Rev. Leonard I. Tafel, presided.

It has been the practice of the Council to hold 
executive meetings during the forenoon.s of its ses­
sions, with public meetings, at which papers were 
read by the members, during the afternoons, but due 
to the shortening of the session this year, only execu­
tive meetings were held. These were open only to 
ministers and studcnt.s attending the Theological 
School, and the business transacted was almost ex­
clusively of a routine nature.

The Chairman reported that there were certain 
ministers who desired to serve as Army or Navy 
Chaplains. Some difficulty had arisen, however, due 
to the fact that the General Commission of Army 
and Navy Chaplain.s made it a rule to approve only 
of ministers representing religious bodies of 5(),()()() 
members or over. This automatically barred min­
isters of the New Church.

Mr. Tafel intimated that he had been in touch 
with the Chief of Army Chaplains with whom he was 
personally acquainted, in the hope that some ar­
rangement might be made whereby our men could 
serve. It was suggested that perhaps a number of 
smaller group.s might combine, and so form a body 
with sufficient membership to have a representative, 
or rej)resentatives. The Chairman was authorized 
to go to Washington and press the matter further. 
It was also voted to seek to have a member of the 
New Church appointed on the General Commission 
of Army and Navy Chaplains, to w’hich application.s 
arc made for enlistments.

The subject of the present struggle wa.s also in­
troduced when the Rev. Warren Goddard moved a 
resolution pledging the support of Convention to 
the lTnitc<l State.s Government in it.s efforts to secure 
a victorious peace. There was practically no dis­
cussion of the motion, and it was adopted by a large 
majority and sent on to Convention.

The long delay in completing the revision of the 
Book of Worship called forth a vigorous protest 
from the Rev. Donald C. Gustafson, of Toronto, 
Canada. The Rev. Mr. Harvey had reported for 
the Committee on Revision that the work wa.s pro­
gressing favorably, and that it was hoped a com­
plete report would be ready by next Convention.

“Meanwhile our Books of Worship are all falling 
to pieces,” declared Mr. Gustafson. “The pages with 
the Morning Service are nearly all missing: we 
haven’t complete copies to hand to stranger.s when 
they come.” He moved that the Committee be in­
structed to complete the revision at once, so as to 
have a new edition ready in six months.

Mr. Harvey pointed out that this would be im­
possible. Even if the work could be completed in so 
short a time, it must first be approved by Conven­
tion before the books could be published. He as­
sured Mr. Gustafson that printed sheets of the 
Morning Service could be secured, for insertion in 
the old books, from the New-Church Press. Mr. 
Harvey’s report was received.

Council recommended that provision be made by 
Convention for the ordination of Carl J. Peters, 
who ha.s been serving the LaPorte Society very ac­
ceptably during the past year.

The Rev. Andre Diaconoff wa.s this year’s repre­
sentative of the ministerial group in California. He 
was given a hearty welcome. The Rev. Chauncey 
Giles Hubbell, who has been serving the Cleveland 
Society for the past year, was also in attendance, 
for the first time in many years.

The Rev. Mr. Tafel and the Rev. Frederic R. 
Crownfield were re-elected chairman and secretary, 
respectively, for the ensuing year.

American New-Cliurch League
♦‘14hksent conditions are a challenge to the 

American New-Church I.eague,” declared 
w Robert L. Young, President of the National 

League, addressing the 55th annual gathering of the 
I.eague in the Assembly Room of Hurlbut Memorial 
Church, Chautauqua, on Friday morning, June 19th.

“It was thought, for a time, that there would be 
no League Session this year,” continued the presi­
dent, “but some of us felt that the meetings should 
not be omitted, even though the attendance probably 
would not be as large as usual. We may find it 
impossible to meet, a year from now'. In fact, we 
are not sure when the next National League Meet­
ing will be held, in these troubled times. So what 
w'e do now must be done carefully, for it may have 
to carry over for some years to come.”

The attendance, however, wa.s very encouraging, 
especially considering conditions. Fifteen local 
league.s were represented, and there were several 
young folk.s present who were not entitled to vote, 
but took part in the deliberations.

'I'he special committee entrusted with the respon­
sibility of recommending a successor to Mrs. I.ydia 
Seymour Moffatt a.s Field Secretary, reported that 
they favored Mis.s Betsy Schellenberg, of Palos 
Verde.s Estates, California. Miss Schellenberg had 
had a fine background of I.eague experience; was 
well suited to meet the different local leagues and 
inspire them to new activity, and would undoubtedly 
be an excellent successor to the present Field Sec­
retary. She will work with Mrs. Moffatt during 
the present year, to secure active experience, and 
will then take over in 194.3.

Kenwood Senior League rated the highest in re-
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spect to the percentage of delegates attending the 
Convention, also taking into account the distance 
traveled. This entitled them to the coveted Shaw 
Trophy for the year 1942-1943.

Miss Mary Jane Honemann, of Baltimore, was 
elected President for the ensuing year.

Other officers were: Vice-President East, Owen 
Turley, Cambridge, Mass.; Vice-President West, 
Jack Boyer, San Diego, Calif.; Secretary, Gladys 
Taft, Philadelphia, Penn.; Treasurer, Frances D. 
Spainer, Baltimore, Md.

The “Ritual of the Keys,” now a permanent part 
of every League Conference, was held in the audi­
torium of Hurlbut Memorial Church in the evening 
of Friday, following the special New-Church Day 
Observance service. The Chaplain of the League, 
the Rev. Louis A. Dole, was in charge.

The keys in question fit the lock of the “strong 
box” which hold.s certain document.s and other arti­
cles, placed there at the 1939 Conference, to be 
opened at the 100th Anniversary of the A. N. C. L. 
in 1988. The box is stored in the safe at the Theo­
logical School, and each year the incoming President 
and Secretary of the League are each entrusted with 
a key to the box, to be kept safely by them until 
their successors are appointed. After the singing of 
a hymn, and prayer, the chaplain explained the pur­
pose of the ritual;

“During the Middle Ages, because locks were so 
large and ornate, the corresponding keys had to be 
carried on a belt or girdle. The keeper of the key.s 
wa.s an official of high importance and great respon­
sibility.

“A key is a very important instrument. It guard.s 
those things which we value highly: it preserves the 
secret of the past; it is the means through which 
the future may be revealed. A key i.s significant of 
power: especially the power to open and shut. In 
the Word of the Lord there are several references 
to keys. In the Book of Btnrelation we read of the 
Key of David, which is significant of the Imrd’s 
power over heaven and hell.”

After explaining the need for the keys, the Chap­
lain continued:

“As time marches on, the knowledge of the loca­
tion and purpose of this precious box might easily 
be forgotten. To keep thi.s memory alive, provision 
has been made that each year the president-elect and 
the secretary-elect shall be made guardians of the 
keys. These two key.s (holding them up in view) 
have the power to keep this knowledge before the 
young people of the Church: and to reveal, in 1988, 
the contents of the box.”

Addressing the newly-elected officers, the chaplain 
said: “You are most solemnly charged with the re­
sponsibility of guarding these keys during your term 
of office. They are not largo, and it will not be 
necessary for you to carry them on a belt; but, as
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keepers of the keys, you will have a groat respon­
sibility and a heavy obligation. It will be your duty 
to keep these keys safely in your possession until 
vour successors in office have been elected. Do you 
accept this responsibility and trust.?”

Accepting the responsibility, the President and 
Secretary were then handed the keys and, after a 
brief prayer, the ritual came to an end. It was fol­
lowed by the presentation of the Shaw Trophy by 
the chaplain.

During the evening the League sang a hymn writ­
ten especially for the occasion by the Rev. John W. 
Stockwell. It was sung to the tune The Battle Hymn 
of the Itepublie, the word.s of the first stanza being: 
“We’re in a surging battle line that goes around the 

world.
That enemie.s of free men may from power 

now be hurled.
I’^ntil the day of victory our flag will not be 

furled.
Our hearts are in God’.s Hand.

Marching to our hymns inspiring. 
Marching to angelic choiring. 
Marching, courage never tiring. 
Our hearts arc in God’s Hand.

Sunday Morning Service
“Then shall thy light break forth as the morning, 
and thine health shall spring forth speedily; and thy 
righteousness shall go before thee; the glory of the 

Lord shall be thy reward.”

^TTuis glorious promise of the Imrd to His Church, 
(Ji seemed to run, like a thread of pure gold, 

through all the beautiful and impressive morn­
ing service on Convention Sunday. The business 
of Convention wa.s completed. The officer.s had 
been elected, and provision made for the carry­
ing on of the work of the Church for another 
year, and a spirit of thanksgiving and gratitude 
to God rested upon the whole congregation gath­
ered in the auditorium of Hurlbut Memorial 
Church. In the chancel were the newly-elected 
President, the Rev. Everett King Bray, assisted 
by those faithful servants of the Church, the Rev. 
Imuis G. Hoeck, the Rev. William F. Wunsch, 
and the Convention preacher, the Rev. Paul Sperry. 
A choir of selected voices from the different churches 
was seated in the chancel, and Mr. Horace Blackmcr 
sat at the console of the organ. It was a service 
which none privileged to take part in will forget. A 
deep spirit of harmony, of sincere praise and wor­
ship was felt by all, and a new spirit of hope and 
confidence in the greatness and certainty of the mis­
sion entrusted to the Lord’s Church on earth. It 
seemed as though a newer and fuller meaning was 
given to those words, so well-known and so well-
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loved, with which the Selection opened:
“I will lift up mine eyes unto the mountains, 

from whence doth come my help.
My help cometh from the I.ord: who made the 

heavens and the earth.”
And it wa.s with renewed confidence and trust that 
the Psalter wa.s repeated, commencing with the 
assertion:

“I was glad when they said unto me. Let us go 
into the house of the Lord.

Our feet shall stand within thy gates, O 
Jerusalem.”

For the first lesson, Mr. Sperry read the 58th 
chapter of Isaiah, and for the second lesson, the truly 
“New-Church” message found in the 21st chapter 
of Hevelation. “And I saw a new heaven and a new 
earth.”

Mr. Sperry took as the subject of his message to 
Convention, the theme selected by the Program Com­
mittee: “His Guiding Hand.” It wa.s an inspiring 
message, one well fitted to a time of such uncer­
tainty and unrest.

To many the most solemn, most impressive 
moments of the whole Convention, were those dur­
ing the ordination into the ministry of Carl John 
Peters, of LaPorte, Indiana. This was the first 
official act of the new President, and the deep rev­
erence and sincerity which all who know him asso­
ciate with Mr. Bray, were greatly in evidence. 
Truly the Presence of the Lord Himself was mani­
fest in that act of consecration. The I^ord was, in­
deed, “In His Holy Temple.”

The service closed, as in the past, with the ad­
ministering of the Sacrament of the Lord’.s Supper. 
As the worshij)pers went out into the bright sun­
shine and the beauty of a summer day, many ex­
pressed the conviction that thi.s was the right way 
for all our Conventions to close: with the Sunday 
service of praise and worship to the Lord.

Convention Sermon
"Thus saith the Lord, thy Redeemer, the Holy One 
of Israel: I am the I^ord thy God, which teacheth 
thee to profit, which leadeth thee by the way that 

thou shouldest go.”—Isaiah xlviii. 17.
great crisis in the history of human society 

Tc has brought in result a lessened, or completely 
lost, recognition of a divine guidance of all 

mankind; or else it ha.s strengthened and deepened 
and intensified human conviction that, after all, God 
doe.s rule, constantly and effectively, in general and 
particular, in all that goes on, even in two worlds. 
We who have been providentially permitted to par­
ticipate in this now closing Convention, and the 
many more absent ones whom we have wished to rep­
resent, all of us are a people who believe utterly in 
Divine Providence. We would wish our thinking and 

our behavior to be dominated by one supreme fact, 
that the Lord Jesus Christ reigns, and He alone 
rules. We rejoice that there is no limitation to His 
sovereignty, no realm, small or great, which can be 
bereft of His benign government, no plane of crea­
tion to which He is indifferent, no spot which is be­
yond His notice and the sphere of His controlling 
influence. That is our supreme comfort in this hour 
of human misery, when unruly agencie.s are effecting 
apparent havoc throughout the world. There is 
something secure upon which we can rely, something 
stable to which we can cling in the midst of this 
raging storm that threatens so many of the things 
in life that we hold most dear: “The Lord will pro­
vide.” Our hope, our reassurance, our confidence 
for the future, rest upon the actuality of His guid­
ing hand. We simply must, for our very preserva­
tion, give heed to the unequivocal declaration of 
our Redeemer, “I am the Lord thy God, which 
teacheth thee to profit, which leadeth thee by the 
way that thou shouldest go.”

For He does teach, and He does lead, not vaguely 
and remotely, but clearly, and directly, and inti­
mately. He gives Hi.s doctrine, not to educate our 
thinking, but for our profit, to effect our improve­
ment. Divine instruction is always teaching with 
one purpose—the profit of mankind. His teaching 
is like the visibility of His guiding hand. Still, much 
of His leading is invisible, an influence upon the hid­
den volitional springs of our behavior, a guidance 
unfclt, usually unsuspected. Yet it would be, and 
is, disastrous to limit our conviction of Hi.s guidance 
to the narrow field of our awareness.

We are not alone in our search for meaning in the 
varied events and movements of human history, in 
attempting discovery of the system by which the 
world moves, the force.s that propel humanity. 
Others are conscientiously analyzing. But too many 
of them think in economic terms, of political trends 
or purely social developments. They discover minor 
forces at work, dominant ideologies in unfoldment. 
They do consider certain underlying morals that 
seem somehow to persist. But the “why” is beyond 
them if they ignore spiritual values, eternal ends, 
angelic development. Thus they cannot see or under­
stand a guiding Providence that seeks through infi­
nite ways, often devious, to effect a heaven from the 
human race. We learn from angelic wisdom, that 
“the chief end and operation of the Divine Provi­
dence is that man may be in good and at the same 
time in truth.” No mystical consideration that, but 
the very most practical, and immediately important. 
That solves the mystery of progressive human life. 
The world suffers today acutely, because of so lim­
ited a vision of both the nature and the extent of 
the divine government. But see! This need not be. 
The Teacher has taught in advance of need. As if 
in anticipation of thi.s crucial hour, when govern­
ments break down, indeed, when government itself
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seems threatened with human rejection, the Lord 
provides. As one measure of provision, He has 
offered to our perplexed time a book. It is often 
the divine way of teaching for human profit, to give 
a book. “The Lord gave the Word.” So comes into 
our hands for to-day, a book with the full title 
“Angelic Wisdom Concerning the Divine I’rovi- 
dence.” Its sub-title might have been, “Hi.s Guiding 
Hand.” It brings us dependable information in a 
field of spiritual knowledge in which our unaided in­
telligence can make little gain. It does reveal. It 
can enable us to see beneath the surface event.s of 
this momentous day in which we are living, meanings 
that concern eternity, principles divinely observed, 
which govern the systematic development of a worth­
while human society. It does make clear not only 
the glorious fact that God guides, and shows the 
very contacts of His guiding hand, but also it re­
veals how “He leadeth in the way that thou shouldest 
go.” That book is part of your most precious heri­
tage, and mine. Would that we treasured it more, 
and could absorb its values.

This Convention, held under peculiar difficulties, 
indeed, almost omitted, wa.s planned with a purpose. 
Providence seemed to favor our assembling, and we 
have responded. May we not rightly feel that in per­
mitting us to gather here, our I)ivine Master has 
sought to convince us anew that “He will be our 
Guide, even unto death.” The purpose of this Con­
vention was to give all the emphasis we could, in 
this darkened period of travail, when a new era is 
being born, to Hi.s guiding hand. We want the re­
assurance ourselves, and we yearn to contribute 
something vital of reassurance to our neighbors. 
The most distressed victims of to-day’s violences, are 
the ones who have lost, or may never have had, a 
profound trust in Divine Providence. The situation 
crie.s out to the Church for help.

Hungry souls and distressed hearts are pleading 
with a new sincerity, “Help thou mine unbelief.” 
There is honest yearning for a renewed trust in 
divine government, a trust supported by reasonable 
understanding of the way it operates. There may 
be some slight way, under Divine Providence, in 
which you and I, weak as we are in ourselves, may 
serve with some effectiveness to restore to this 
anxious world that confidence in divine guidance 
upon which a secure and enduring civilization must 
depend. It will constitute our best contribution to 
the new order towards which humanity is so unmis­
takably moving. We cannot carry effectively to 
others a conviction we do not ourselves feel. Our 
preparation is the first step. We must know, under­
stand, feel, believe in. His guiding hand. Then He 
can use us for His purposes.

We are witnesses to-day of the not unprecedented 
phenomenon of a human ambition to rule the world. 
It constitutes a threat against all who will to be 
free. Such rule ever requires force, superior force. 

the technique of compulsion and power of constraint. 
It will not work. It must, of necessity, destroy more 
than it builds. It violates the system in which, and 
for which, this world was created. Man is formed 
not to rule but to serve, not to be ministered unto, 
but to minister. “His servants shall serve Him.” 
Not slaves, but servants are we meant to be: not 
victims of government, but friends. Thus spake the 
Master Himself. Napoleon came finally into the 
half-light of a sound conviction, saying of Jesus 
Christ, “The only man who ever ruled the world, and 
as long as time lasts. He will dominate the world.” 
We go further than that, believing that “of the in­
crease of His government and peace there shall be 
no end.”

The government of humanity in two worlds, and 
those two in increasing conformity with each other, 
i.s the operation of infinite love and infinite wisdom. 
Both divine attribute.s are involved in Providence. 
We must see something of its stupendous magnitude, 
and yet not forget or minimize its infinite details, 
its particularity. If we can grasp the fundamental 
laws by which Providence operates, and then see at 
least some of the jiarticular steps by which these 
laws are fulfilled in our very midst, we shall much 
better understand the life we are living, the real con­
tent of human history, and our own mission for the 
future.

Remember what the Arcana tells us, that “the 
Divine Providence differ.s from all other leading and 
supervision in the fact that Providence continually 
regards what i.s eternal, and continually leads unto 
salvation; and this through various states, some­
times glad, sometime.s sorrowful, which man cannot 
possibly comprehend; but still they all conduce to 
his life in eternity.” A. C. 8.560. Those changing 
state.s often confuse us, in our own live.s and in the 
larger movements of the world, and we fail to sense 
that they have meaning. The greatest change.s are 
the most gradual, while superficial alterations seem 
the most revolutionary and violent. And all have 
meaning in the operation of Providence. To ap­
proach with anything of understanding the real mys­
tery behind events, one must have a perspective, one 
that reveals proportions. “He who teacheth thee to 
profit,” has revealed that perspective. That is some­
thing truly new for our day.

One of the great bodies of religious faith has re­
cently issued this pronouncement: “We are witness­
ing the death of one age and the birth of another, 
and we must be prepared for far-reaching change.s 
in the conventional frame-work of our lives, and in 
the national and international order. The Church 
is challenged to accept the inevitability of this 
change and to direct this re-appraisal, to the end 
that there may be established a new brotherhood 
more closely approximating the Kingdom of God.” 
It is for that consummation that Providence op-
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erates.
Recently, in Washington, a speaker of real emi­

nence, in addressing a group of several hundred 
clergymen of different faiths, mentioned to identify 
the special contributions which leading denomina­
tions of to-day were ready to make toward that fu­
ture and better Christianity, the new church that 
must be, and will be, under Providence. Kach de- 
noinination seemed to him to have given some par­
ticular emphasis to an essential of the true Chris­
tian life that would be needed in the new order. But 
there was a significant omission. There was no men­
tion of Divine J’rovidence, no reference to the divine 
leading in the fulfilment of an all-inclusive plan for 
humanity. Our beloved New Church could have 
claimed to offer much that is new and distinctive for 
the adoption of to-morrow’s Christian. Many sug­
gestions sj)ring to your thought at once, all good. 
But coultl we agree upon one to put first, to empha­
size as a special contribution.^ I.s there something 
we can say and do that will really tell, which will 
have some saving effect upon anyone who hears.'’ 
Yes : Divine Providence. The world needs this gos- 
})el, and it know.s that it needs it. Our many former 
efforts have been scattered, our fire ragged. Can we 
concentrate, get a true aim on the world’s need, and 
make our campaign for truth and righteousness 
really effective.^ Consider, we might join now all our 
j)ublic approach on this one theme of Divine Provi­
dence. In our pulpits it might be dominant; in our 
advertising it might carry a new inspiration. In 
our literature it might characterize our most per­
sistent effort. In the new broadcasting by radio now 
})lanned for with a new vigor, thi.s theme might be 
central, with its many angles of application fur­
nishing inspiring material for useful utterance. The 
possibilities are unlimited for our united action. 
The result would be with Providence. His guiding 
hand will control the outcome. One result which 
might be effected gradually, in the very process of 
doing the work, is the re-inspiration and re-strength­
ening of our beloved Church. It is less discussion 
and more good work that can restore our confidence 
that the world ha.s need of the New Church, and that 
we, all of U.S as individuals, and our corporate 
Church body, are called right now to a sacred mis­
sion which Providence favors and truly furthers.

So, returning to our homes, and to our several 
churches, to our work in the vineyard, let us remem­
ber these three inspiring words: “His Guiding 
Hand.” And under the power of their meaning, 
seek to feel, to move with, to yield happily to, the 
progressive stream of Providence.

Daily Readings
A GRATIFY I NO increase in the number of individual 

subscriptions, with a decrease in the ipiota.s pur­

chased by Societies, marked the report of the Rev. 
Leslie Marshall, covering the publishing of Daily 
Headings.

Mr. Marshall stated that the British Conference 
had discontinued publishing its little daily-reading.s 
booklet. All the Year Round, during the duration of 
the war, and that a number of Convention’.s 
Headings were being sent oversea.s each quarter.

The present subscription-list numbered 911. The 
publication was now entering on it.s ninth year. The 
co-operation of the Minister.s in securing more read­
ers, was urged.

Missionary Meeting
HE genial, inspiring presence of Hon. Forster 

til W. Freeman, President of the Board of Home 
and Foreign Missions, was greatly missed at the 

Sunday evening public meeting, which is always one 
of the outstanding events of Convention. The Vice- 
President, the Rev. Paul Sperry, was also prevented 
from being present, having become entangled in a 
General Council meeting. The absence of Mr. Ezra 
Hyde Alden wa.s also noted by all. The responsi­
bility of taking charge of the proceeding.s rested on 
the capable shoulders of the Secretary, the Rev. 
Leslie Marshall. The Rev. Immanuel Tafel, of Wil­
mington, Delaware, conducted the brief religious ser­
vice with which the meeting was opened. Mr. Mar­
shall briefly reviewed the activities of the Board dur­
ing the past year. These, he explained, had been 
greatly curtailed, owing to conditions in Europe. It 
wa.s impossible to make the usual contacts with the 
leaders in the foreign field, a condition which would 
undoubtedly continue until the close of the struggle.

A happy feature of the evening was the presen­
tation of the report of the “Mite-box” committee of 
the Alliance of New-Church Women, jiresented by 
Mrs. I.oui.s A. Dole, President of the Alliance; Mrs. 
Charles H. Kuenzli, Chaplain; and Mrs. Leslie Mar­
shall, chairman of the committee. A total of 42,661 
cent.s or $426.61 was received through the medium 
of the mite-boxes, a gratifying increase over any 
former year’s offering.

In presenting the offering, for the use of the Board 
of Missions, Mrs. Dole remarked upon the absence of 
the President. “It seems quite lonely up here, with­
out either Mr. Freeman or Air. Alden,” she said. 
The brief service or ritual of presentation wa.s then 
followed:

Mrs. Dole: “What shall I render unto the Lord, 
for all His mercies tow’ard me.'”’

Airs. Kuenzli: “Give thanks at the remembrance 
of His holiness: bring an offering, and come into His 
courts.”

Airs. Dole: “O, that men would praise the Lord 
for His goodness, and for His wonderful works to 
the children of men.”
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Mrs. Marshall: “Let them sacrifice the sacrifices 
of thanksgiving, and declare His words with rejoic­
ing.”

Airs. Dole: (In prayer) “Dear Lord and Saviour, 
Jesus Christ: We thank Thee for the great privilege 
of ministering unto Thee in our ministry to one an­
other. We thank Thee for Thy message to the 
women at the Sepulchre, and through them to the 
women of all time. Grant that we may not fail 
Thee in obedience to Thy Word, and in the high 
calling of purity and affection, and heavenly good­
ness. Alay each member of our organization realize 
more fully the meaning of the Church of the New 
Jerusalem, and strive to fulfill her obligation to that 
Church on earth.

“Accept, we pray Thee, this re-dedication of our­
selves to Thy service, and bless each thought of 
gratitude and affection—symbolized by these mites 
gathered together by the women of the Church, and 
brought to Thine Altar today. Amen.”

The speaker of the evening was the Rev. Bjorn 
Johannson, of Buffalo, N. Y., whose thrilling experi­
ences at the capture of Copenhagen by the German.s 
in 1941 have been told by him to many large audi­
ences in different cities during the past twelve 
months. Mr. Johannson took as his subject “The 
Inspiration of Missions.” His message was:

The Inspiration of Missions

“The highest missionary enterprise seek.s its in­
spiration not in the hope of increasing denomina­
tional power and prestige or in forcing upon back­
ward people the culture of the West, but in the con­
viction that in sharing with others the best that we 
have we are carrying out the Lord’s injunction.

“Most people are familiar with the story of Jonah. 
One day the I,ord gave him a hard and most dis­
agreeable mission. Jonah was told to go to Nineveh 
and cry against this city. Jonah demurred at this 
task. Who can blame him if he did not like it.^ 
Jonah knew that people do not like to have their 
sins denounced. They want to have smooth thing.s 
preached to them—things so smooth that they go in 
and out without ever disturbing anything really 
vital. And here he was asked to be a kill-joy who 
prophesied doom! No wonder he ran away. We 
need not concern ourselves with hi.s mishaps at sea 
or his submarine journey back home: these are well 
known to everyone. But it is important to note that 
Jonah could not escape from God’s injunction by 
running away. Again the word of God came to him. 
Still that insistent, ‘Arise, go to Nineveh, and preach 
unto it the preaching that I bid you.’

“There is no escaping from thi.s command of God. 
Neither Jonah nor any group that has a vital mes­
sage from God can dodge this obligation. It may 
be a very unpleasant one but it can’t for that reason 
be brushed aside.

“A vital religion by its very nature is one that 

must be shared with others. The missionary zeal 
of a church is the measure of the depth of it.s con­
victions. And we of the New Church, who boldly 
proclaim that we are the custodians of the doctrines 
of the New Age—of the outpouring of truth from 
the I,ord which constitutes His Second Coining—■ 
can least of all escape this injunction. We must 
preach the preaching which the Lord has given us. 
When we relax in our missionary effort our faith 
will also die. As a policeman, in a city where, on 
account of a strike, public gatherings were forbid­
den, said to a group standing on a street corner, 
‘You can’t stand here unless you move on.’

“This is also true of a church. It can’t even 
stand still unless it niove.s on.

“In the teaching.s of the New Cihurch we believe 
that there are to be found the truths which are to 
be the guiding light of the New Age that is dawning. 
Indeed, we say that the revelation of these truth.s 
marks the Imrd’s second advent. Surely we would 
be very remis.s if we did not seek to send out far and 
wide this message.

“He would be a blind man, indeed, who, in the face 
of what is transpiring throughout the world to-day, 
would deny that a new age is in the making. What 
we are witnessing to-day is not merely a little ad­
justment here and there or the coming of a few new 
gadgets, material and spiritual, but rather a sweep­
ing far-reaching transition from one era into an­
other of an entirely different kind. P. A. Sorokin, 
the Harvard sociologist, say.s of the present crisis, 
‘It (the crisis) is not merely an economic or politi­
cal maladjustment, but involves simultaneously al­
most the whole of Western culture and society, in 
all their main sectors. It is a crisis in their art and 
science, philosophy and religion, law and morals, 
manners and mores . . ., in brief, it i.s a crisis in­
volving almost the whole of life, thought and conduct 
of Western society.’

“Faced with the perplexities and uncertainties of 
the present many voice.s have been urging the need 
of the Gospel of Jesus. The insecurity of the pres­
ent civilization has become more and more evident 
since the great crack-up of 1914. Variou.s measures 
have been taken in an effort to strengthen the struc­
ture of civilization. There have been conferences, 
leagues, treaties, economic measures, educational 
drives with increasing attention paid to social sci­
ences. But all have been found to be insufficient. 
Civilization as it is at present cannot, in the ordi­
nary sense of the word, be saved. It is too late for 
that. Civilization must be regenerated and the only 
power capable of doing this i.s the Word of the I,ord. 
The salvation of civilization through religion will be 
no mere preservation of the status qibo or a return 
to normalcy. President Roosevelt is quoted as say­
ing on August 9, 1939, ‘There is no problem, social, 
political or economic, which would not melt away in

234 July 22.194^



THE NEW-CHURCH MESSENGER

the fire of a spiritual awakening.’
“The President did not say whether he had in mind 

a fire which would consume some unsightly rubbish 
heaps and maybe an unsanitary building or two; 
or, whether he was thinking of, to change the figure, 
a fire that would reduce the existing framework to 
a molten form and require a total recasting.

“Now the regeneration of the individual never 
means that he simply cast.s off some superficial dross, 
as Christian in Pilgrim’s Progress cast off the bur­
den of his sins as he stood before the cross. Re­
generation means that much which the world deems 
essential will have to be sacrificed; that character 
itself undergoes a drastic change. It i.s a case of 
losing one’s life in order to find it. So with present- 
day civilization. Its regeneration calls for a vasta- 
tion by the judgment fire of God of much in our way 
of life that we have come to believe is indispensable. 
The vanities, the dross, the injustices must be purged 
away and in their place come a commitment to a 
transcendent Object of trust and devotion.

“Sorokin describes the culture of the present era 
a.s a sensate culture, i. e., one based on the assump­
tion that all true reality and value are sensory. Thi.s 
culture is at the present time dissolving. The cata­
clysmic change involved need not surprise those of 
the New Church. Did not Swedenborg tell us that 
the advent of the New Jerusalem would be accom­
panied by a world-shaking vastation.^ It is a law 
of Divine Providence that when evil has run its 
course it is brought to an end. For us in the New 
Church there i.s nothing new in all this. From the 
Writings we learn that there have been other re­
ligious dispensations such as the Church of Adam, 
the Church of Noah and the Church of Heber. Each 
one of these together with the culture and social 
order that were an integral part of it has perished. 
Each one was su)>planted by another order, or a 
new religious dispensation.

“The Lord Himself indicated to His disciples that 
His second advent would be accompanied by revolu­
tionary changes. He })redicted that trials and tribu­
lations would presage or accompany Hi.s second ad­
vent. Faith would wane, love wax cold. False 
Christs would appear and strife would cover the 
earth. He announced the same thing when He pic­
tured a figurative destruction of the earth, a dark­
ening of the sun and the moon, a falling of the stars, 
wars and pestilence. In the apocalyptic element of 
His message the Lord represented the wicked as being 
destroyed and the establishment of the New Jerusa­
lem, the Imrd’s own kingdom, by violence. To some 
this may seem as totally contrary to the Lord’s 
ethics. But I see in the apocalyptic element a pre­
diction on the basis of certain facts. The Lord fore­
saw that man would reject these ethics, that he would 
not live in accord with the two great commandments. 
Instead, self-love would rule in the affairs of man­
kind. The result would be certain and inevitable 

catastrophe. But through this catastrophe the New 
Jerusalem would be established.

“It does seem that this is what may be happening 
to-day. When nearly the whole world is engulfed 
in a totalitarian war, life in its entirety becomes dis­
organized. The cultural fabric disintegrates be­
cause the prevailing habits, customs and conventions 
cannot function in the war-created milieu. But a.s 
this cultural fabric goes there also go with it age- 
old injustices, falsities and superstitions that have 
been woven into it in the course of centuries.

“From this point of view the catastrophe which 
we are witnessing to-day does not necessarily mean 
that things are going badly; rather it means that 
they are going according to schedule. Mankind is 
reaping what it has sowed, but when the present 
harvest of blood, hate and agony is over, mankind 
can prepare for another seedtime.

“For let us note that the end of any religious dis­
pensation doos not mean total extinction. The fury 
of the present Ragnarrok will not and cannot per­
manently destroy any of the true and great values 
that mankind has won for itself, for these have upon 
themselves the stamp of the eternal.

“According to the teachings of our church there 
is always preserved from the old dispensation the 
nucleus of a new dispensation. This nucleus is the 
spiritual elite, the ten righteous whose presence in 
Sodom and Gomorrah averts the doom from these 
cities. In the Scripture.s it is spoken of as the rem­
nant. By means of this remnant the true spiritual 
values of the past are providentially preserved and 
the advance of the human race guaranteed. The 
Lord’s true church never perishe.s in a cataclysm, 
for this true church consists of those who live in 
love to the I.ord and the neighbor . It i.s through 
this nucleus that the Lord pours His regenerating 
spirit and saving power into the world, and it is 
through and by means of it that He again re-estab­
lishes His church on earth.

“In historical times we have seen this happen on 
many occasions. Western civilization has more than 
once been saved from threatened decay and destruc­
tion by a new and revitalized manifestation of the 
spirit and power of God. To quote Sorokin again:

‘The process (by which a crisis is resolved) al­
ways consists in a replacement of the withered root 
of sensate culture by an ideational or idealistic root, 
and eventually in a substitution of a full-grown and 
more spiritual culture for the decadent sensate form.

. More explicitly the problem of overripe sen- 
sateness was solved by the emergence of a new re­
ligion or by the regeneration of an older religion. 
The essential reorientation of values, spiritualization 
of mentality, and ennoblement of conduct were regu­
larly achieved in the form of and through a religious 
revolution.’

“Who will be the human instrumentalities through 
which the spirit of the I^ord will be poured, and
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through whom a world regeneration will be achieved? 
It will be those who constitute the church within the 
church—those whom Swedenborg calls the larger 
church and which he describes as consisting of all 
men who have the life of heaven in them. This larger 
church is the body of Christ and the continuation of 
the incarnation. It is the keeper of mankind’s true 
religious values, and from it will spring the religious 
revolution or a true and living church in the midst 
of our sleeping and dying churches.

“Dare I pose the question here as to whether the 
Convention of the Church of the New Jerusalem may 
rightly aspire to be this true church from which will 
be born the church of the future.^ Dare we think 
of ourselves as this remnant which is the custodian 
of the spiritual values that will determine the future.^

“Maybe the mere raising of the question will seem 
like sheer arrogance. After all, we are so few in 
number. Well, we dare not assume any such thing 
in the spirit of arrogance. If we do it will then and 
thereby be false, for the arrogant will no more save 
the world than they will inherit the earth. But the 
Scriptures assure us that, ‘There is no restraint to 
the Lord to save by many or few.’ (/ Sam. xiv. 6.)

“The greatness or smallness of our numbers has 
nothing to do with the great worth in the coming 
age of the truths that have been entrusted to us. 
To believe that in some humble capacity the Lord is 
employing us to promulgate the truths which will 
form the web and the woof of the New Dispensation 
is not arrogance but a faith that should fill us with 
the spirit of humility.

“At any rate, it is here that I would seek for the 
chief inspiration for missions. in the New Church. 
Our live.s have been cast here at a time when the 
world is convulsed by the most gigantic clash of 
forces that man has ever witnessed. This struggle 
is taking place u])on both the natural and the spirit­
ual plane. All things, human and social, are in a 
flux. But confident of the I.ord’s leading we will 
not say with Hamlet:

‘The time is out of joint, oh cursed spite. 
That I was born to set it right.’

Rather we will say with Rupert Brookes:
‘Thank God who has matched us with this hour.’ 

“Our missionary inspiration lies not primarily in 
increasing the strength and prestige of our organi­
zation. That will come also but only as a by­
product. We will place first not our organization 
but Christ. He comes first because He alone gives 
the regenerating power from which may come a new 
and a better world. What we obtain from Christ 
that will we share with others. In that will be found 
the primary inspiration of our efforts.

“In the person of Jesus Christ, God has revealed 
Himself as the Father who cares for His creation and 
as the God who is continually at work in His crea­
tion. He assumed a human form and endured temp­
tation even to the passion of the cross in order to do 

battle with the hosts of evil. To all He issues His 
call and His challenge to enlist under His banner in 
this war upon evil, to the end that the race of men 
may be redeemed and the Holy City, the New Jeru­
salem, may be built upon earth. What greater in­
spiration for missionary effort can anyone ask than 
this challenge to enlist under His banner, and armed 
with the sword of His truth to contend against the 
jiowers of darkness!”

A further event of the evening, was the interest­
ing talk by Mrs. Anna Long Onstott, of Mansfield 
Ohio. Mrs. Onstott has spent many months gather­
ing together facts and material bearing on the life 
and work of John Chapman, or “Johnny Appleseed,” 
as he is best known to the world. A most compre­
hensive exhibit of documents, maps, charts and pic­
tures formed part of the display of the Board of 
Missions. New and valuable information regarding 
this “Pioneer New-Church Missionary” was pre­
sented by Mrs. Onstott in a talk that was most 
fascinating.

{Further Convention Proceedings in next issue.)

The Church in the Home
I You limy nut always be able to attend Divine Worship 
in ebiireb on the Sabbath, but you can worship the 
Lord in the quietude of your own heart; and you can 
gather your family around you for united prayer.]

JULY 26
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost

THE COI.I.KCT:
God, whose never-failing Providence ordereth 
all things both in heaven and earth; we hum­
bly beseech Thee to put away from us all 

hurtful things, and to give us those things which be 
profitable for us, through thy mercy, O Jesus Christ 
our I.ord. Amen.
THE GOSPEL: Mntl. vii, 1.5-23.
THE LORD’S PRAYER.
THE DOCTRINE:

With all those who are not in love and charity, 
the trust or confidence which is called the trust or 
confidence of faith, is either spurious, or such as is 
also possible with diabolical spirits when they are in 
a state of fear or of anguish, or in a state of per­
suasion from the love of self and of the world. But 
because at thi.s day men have made faith saving with­
out the goods of charity, and yet see from afar that 
the truths of faith cannot save, because these exist 
also with the wicked, therefore they acknowledge con­
fidence and trust and call this faith, not knowing 
what it is, and that it is possible even with the wicked, 
and that there is no spiritual confidence except that 
w’hich flows in through the good of love and charity 
—not at the time when the man is in fear and 
anguish, or in persuasion from the love of self and 
of the world, but when he is in a state of freedom. 
(A. 4.3.52.’'')
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What the Lord Adds to Life
By Paul Hammond

. And they went and returned unto their in­
heritance, and repaired the cities and dwelt therein." 
— (Judges xxi. 23.)

After the war is over there is hope for a peace 
which shall last. The present conflict is of a 
higher origin. The state of peace which is to 

follow is certain to have a higher origin.
In thinking of the war perhaps it is well to 

think of it as a conflict in the spiritual as well as 
natural world. Someone said, “The world of spirits 
has come down to earth. The war we sec i.s the same 
war which Swedenborg saw in 1757. Take it as a 
blasting away of false heavens which peoples have 
budded for themselves in the world of spirits.” It 
was in the world of spirits during the time Sweden­
borg witnessed it. He said it had to do with a re­
ordering process in the entire spiritual realm. The 
origin lie attributed to the Lord. In the Book of 
Bcvelation, the war was seen by John. It was the 
Last Judgment for those who had built for them­
selves false heavens.

After the rc-ordcring of life had been accom­
plished, a new heaven was formed. Hell, too, became 
a new place, unable any more to rise up into heaven. 
The two were separated by a sort of purgatorial 
jilace, known to Swedenborg as the World of Spirits.

The peace which followed for heaven was the kind 
of peace which results after there has been complete 
scjiaration from hell. This means the activities of 
heaven could now go on unmolested, in a confidence 
of jicrmanent security and utter freedom. These had 
not been functioning perfectly in heaven previous 
to the reign of Jesus Christ a.s God.

No one knows how long the war will last on earth. 
It is still, even as a corresponding effect of what 
Swedenborg witnessed, the I.ord’s war, so to sjieak. 
I'lie victory will be the I.ord’s victory. The peace 
which is sure to follow will be a peace of which He, 
Himself, will be the heart and soul. His kingdom 
will be then coming in on earth. Inasmuch as the 
Church is His heaven on earth, there will be here, as 
there is even now a New Church, established so firmly 
that through it He, Himself, can reign even on earth 
in a mighty and practical way.

The Lord, as center and soul, conie.s into control 
of the life of a man, let us say. That man’s life is 
in a restricted sense a completely new church, a New 
Jerusalem Church, wherein the I.ord dwells, is con­
joined with the man, reaches other members of the 
human family through the man. Outside the man’s 
household others come under the Lord’s influence 
because someone (he) lived the Christian life. When 
these persons, insj)ired by this character, ap])roach 
the Imrd immediately, they are adoj)ted by Him and 
given that which they need for their lives. He alone 

knows and understands their individual needs. He 
alone judges them, re-orders their life, uproots every 
tree which He, Himself, has not planted. He drops 
the world of spirits’ judgment down on earth for 
each individual who is seeking the heavenly path, and 
mercifully He leads each one through to security and 
peace.

The peace which one comes into after this judg­
ment, in some measure corresponds to heavenly peace. 
It has been given at the I.ord’s hand. He is the 
all in all of it. The whole life becomes integrated 
around it, just as the whole world, we hope and be­
lieve, will be integrated around His Church after 
this present war is over.

If this condition arises all over the earth, per­
haps commerce between nations can be carried on 
successfully. There will be freedom of the seas and 
a prosperity for all nations will result; the Lord a.s 
center and soul of it all.

There i.s room for everyone in His Church. There 
is room in everyone for more education concerning 
spiritual life and divine matters. I’erha])s this war 
will prove to men their need for education in the 
Lord; cause more intense acceptance of Him and 
His new revelation of Himself.

The New Church defends Him, to the death if 
necessary. It defends the fact of His presence in 
its midst; His further revelation of Himself. The 
New Church advances proof that He now dwells 
among men. I hi.s Church is, in itself, a forerunner 
of the kind of thing which i.s some day to become 
world-wide. Here is the essence. Here is the reality 
men seek after but cannot find. No doubt some will 
find it and when they do, no one who knows can deny 
the heavenly blessedness, freedom, peace and satis­
faction which will come to them. Consciousness of 
the Lord’s good guidance i.s one thing. Conscious­
ness of His love is yet another. Being made new at 
His hand each day; hclj)ed, educated, and f)rotected 
by Him in all the affairs of daily life is heaven on 
earth. Jhese things and much more besides, are 
what the Lord adds to life to-dav.

“And they went and returned unto their inheri­
tance, and repaired the citie.s and dwelt therein.”

Charity
I will merely add that if you do good actions in 

abundance, for example, if you build Churches, decorate 
them and fill them with offerings, spend money on hos­
pitals and refuges, give alms every day, relieve widows 
and orphans, diligently attend to the sacred duties of 
religion and even think, talk and preach about them, 
as if in all sincerity, and yet do not shun evils as sins 
against God all these actions are not really good; they 
are either hy))ocritical or defiled with the ide.a of merit 
for evil i.s still latent within them. ... It is therefore 
evident that to shun evils as contrary to religion, and 
therefore to God, is to live a good life. (H. P. 326.)
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Neuta of ihr (fl^urrli
Portland, Me.

The annual picnic of the School was 
held on Saturday, June 27, near Cleaves 
Landing, Long Island, Casco Bay, 
Maine. It was a perfect day for the 
occasion. Luncheon was put up for 
both dinner and supper. There were 
about twenty persons present. Every­
body enjoyed the boat ride and picnic, 
but one of the most exciting things are 
the changes that are taking place in the 
harbor.

N. O. G.

Brockton, Mass.
Children’s Sunday was observed by 

the Brockton Church on June 14 with 
a beautiful service in which the differ­
ent classes of the Sunday-school took 
part. Features of the service included 
Scripture reading by one of the young 
people, rccitation.s by the children, fa­
vorite hymns from The Hosanna, the 
presentation of books to the children, 
and the distribution of plants. The rite 
of baptism was administered by the 
Rev. Harold R. Gustafson to three 
children: Ruth Eleanor Macomber, 
daughter of Edward L. and Mildred 
Macomber; Ina May McKcwen, daugh­
ter of Mrs. Herbert H. McKcwen; and 
John Henry Spellacy, Jr., son of Mr. 
and Mrs. John H. Spellacy.

Bibles, as memorials of baptism, were 
presented to the following children, 
seven years of age: William Howard 
Clark; William Richie Crownfield; Ina 
May McKcwen; Howard Leslie Porter, 
Jr.; and Frances Elizabeth Skilling. 
Book.s of Worship were received by the 
following fourteen-year-old children: 
Edward Hcrliert Goodwin; Shirley 
Irene Morrison; Rosario Gaetano Ra- 
mondetta; and Priscilla Louise White. 
An unusually large number of children 
(including three members of the Infant 
Class), received book.s for regular at­
tendance. Mrs. Alice Linehan Clark 
was active in arranging plans for Chil­
dren’s Sunday. With this service, Sun­
day-school will be discontinued till 
September.

At the regular morning service, June 
28, the Rev. Harold R. Gustafson spoke 
impressively on the theme of the Con­
vention sermon: “His Guiding Hand,” 
sharing with his parishioners thoughts 
from that inspiring address given at 
Chautauqua, June 21. The Holy Supper 
was administered at the close of the 
service.

The Brockton Society was repre­

sented at the General Convention by 
the Bev. and Mrs. Harold R. Gus­
tafson; Mrs. Willard Jackson; and 
Mrs. Minnie Baker. At a delightful 
picnic, held in Waltham at the home of 
the President of the Massachusetts 
Women’s Alliance, Mrs. B. A. Whitte­
more, June 26, reports of the Conven­
tion were given by Mrs. Gustafson, 
Mrs. Franklin H. Blackmer, and others. 
Attending this event from the Brockton 
Church were Mrs. Gustafson, Miss 
Mabel Herrod, Mrs. Annie Hinckley, 
Mrs. Ernest I>ambert, and Miss Clara 
Chase.

The Rev. Frederic Crownfield 
preached in the Brockton Church, May 
31, on the theme: “All Things Made 
New”; on June 21, Mr. David Johnson, 
a student at the New-Church 'rheolog­
ical School, conducted the service.

Philip Goddard, son of Dr. Samuel 
W. Goddard, Fairview Avenue, Brock­
ton, is now a sergeant in the Army Air 
Corps, after having received three pro­
motions in three months.

•
David Blackmer, son of the Rev. and 

Mrs. Franklin H. Blackmer, of Cam­
bridge, Mass., has completed his first 
year of studies at Mount Hermon 
School, Mt. Hermon, Mass., and plans 
to work this summer in a radio plant.

California Association
WThe new president of Convention, the

Rev. Everett K. Bray, has been 
asked to attend the California Associa­
tion, meeting in San Francisco, Sep­
tember 4-6, and to preach the Asso­
ciation sermon. The tentative program 
promises a varied and most interesting 
stimulus to New-Church life and doc­
trine.

Party at the Home of Mr. 
and Mrs. Arthur P. Gustafson

A SECOND most enjoyable “Get-To­
gether” party was held at the 

home of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur P. Gus­
tafson, Edgecliff Road, Euclid, (Cleve­
land), on Sunday evening, June 14th. 
More than twenty-five guests gathered 
to help celebrate the birthday anniver­
sary of the gracious hostess, and also to 
surprise the Bev. Chauncey Hubbell 
with an appropriate gift “as a token of 
their love and esteem” in anticipation 

of his departure soon for the East. "Fbe 
comforts of a beautiful home; the Cor­
diality of thoughtful host and hostess; 
a glorious, golden sunset over the lake; 
music by two accomplished artists; the 
singing, in which all joined, of the old 
songs everyone loves; and a circle of 
hands clasped in friendship as we sung 
“Auld Lang Syne”—all those combihed 
to make the evening one long to be re­
membered.

—June, 1942, Bulletin—- 
Church of the Holy City.

iSapttams
Willison.—Brian Neal, infant son of 

Mr. and Mrs. Harold Willison of 
Regina, Saskatchewan, on June lO, 
1942.

Wiebe.—Shirley Ann, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Gilbert Wiebe of Wv- 
mark, Saskatchewan, on July 3, 1912. 
the Rev. John E. Zacharias officiating.

I.oHD, Stevens, Saruent, Francis. 
—On June 14, at the Fryeburg church: 
Dale Eugene Lord, Raymond Harris 
Stevens, III, Marilyn Sargent, Isabelle 
Sargent, Dolores Francis and Beverley 
Francis.

iHamagpH
Herrick-Di'nn. — On January L 

1942, Virginia Dunn and Robert Her­
rick.

Nicholson-Choi’p. — On February 
23, 1942, Barbara Chopp and Joe Nich­
olson.

Remaley-Cooper.—March 21, 1942, 
Betty Cooper and James Remalcy.

Frewen-Lono. — Betty Long and 
John Frewen, on May 16, 1942.

Marshall-Edwards.—Harry George 
Marshall to Olive Edwards, June 27, at 
Sweeney Chapel, Butler University, In­
dianapolis, the Rev. Klaas L. Peters 
officiating. Bride and groom are grad­
uates of Butler University.

To the Editor of The Messenger:
You have probably seen the review 

of Swedenborg’s “Cerebrum” in the last 
number of “Science”. It requires more 
than passing notice. It is the number 
for May 8, Vol. 95, No. 2471.

John R. Swanton.
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Dickinson.—William C. Dickinson 

of St. Louis entered the spiritual world 
on May .31, 1942, being almost ninety- 
three years old. He leaves to mourn 
their loss, three daughters, Mrs. Harry 
A. Collins, Gladys Dickinson and Mrs. 
Dirk Diephuis. His wife preceded him 
into the other world by six years. It 
would be difficult to find a man who 
showed more practical devotion to the 
cause of the New Church than he did. 
He occupied every office on the Board 
of the St. Louis Society at one time or 
another; he was for many years Super­
intendent of the Sunday-school, and un­
til quite recently acted as lay reader 
at Sunday services when the pastor was 
absent. At his own expense he had 
printed and distributed thousands of 
pamphlets, which he sent to anyone who 
wanted them. In these pamphlets he 
urged his readers to practice their re­
ligion, to remember that loving the 
neighbor means to help him spiritually 
and materially and to be moderate in 
all things. Hi.s intense desire to be of 
service caused him to be taken ad­
vantage of sometimes, but his disap­
pointment never prevented him from 
helping the next man who needed him. 
Truly, he was a man “in whose spirit 
there was no guile.” Up to a few days 
before his demise he performed his du­
ties as Secretary of the St. Louis So­
ciety. The absence of his venerable 
and kindly appearance at services and 
meetings will be a matter of great re­
gret to all who knew him. Resurrec­
tion services were held on June 2 by 
the Pastor of the St. Louis Church.

—The Nerv-Church Tisitor,

Mills.—Oswin James Mills, a stal­
wart Ncw-Churchman, passed into the 
spiritual world on June 28, 1942. He 
was the eldest son of the late James and 
Anne Mills, New-Church people who 
came from the north of England in 
the middle of the last century. They 
settled in Brooklyn, New York and 
affiliated themselves with a group of 
New-Church people who worshipped in 
the Brooklyn Athencum. This group 
was later incorporated as the Brooklyn 
Society of the New Church.

Oswin James Milks was born on June 
6, 1866. He grew up in the New 
Church, married Minnie Dutton in 
1896, and became an earnest worker in 
the church. He served as a member 
of the Church Committee and of the 
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Board of Trustees, and was for many 
years the treasurer of the Brooklyn So­
ciety. He was also active in the affairs 
of the New York Association of the 
New Church and was a member of its 
Board of Directors for forty-one years. 
He was its treasurer for twenty-six 
years. For many years he was also a 
member of the Board of Managers of 
the Swedenborg Foundation. He was 
honored and beloved by many people 
for his sterling character and devotion 
to the Church.

The resurrection service was con­
ducted by his pastor, the Rev. William
F. Wunsch. The Anglo-Saxon Lodge 
of Freemason.s also participated in the 
service. He leaves a brother, Sydney
G. Mills, of Los Angeles, Calif., and a 
nephew, C. Corey Mills of Brooklyn.

Mitchell.—Mrs. Sara E. Mitchell, 
a member of the Portland, Me., New- 
Church Society and a former member 
of the Boston Society, passed into the 
spiritual world Sunday, June 28, 1942. 
The Rev. Norman O. Goddard officiated 
at the resurrection service.

Mrs. Mitchell was born at South 
Bridgton, Ajiril 17, 1848. After grad­
uating from the Farmington Normal 
School she taught kindergarten for a 
brief jx^riod. Later she accepted a po­
sition a.s substitute teacher in the Santee 
Normal Training School for Indians. 
Shortly after this she passed a civil 
service examination and was appointed 
to the Winnebago Indian Agency. In 
her later years she wrote and lectured 
about the Indians and continued this 
work for several years. She spent the 
last few years in Portland and South 
Portland, Me.

Bateson.—On June 3, 1942, the Rev. 
Chauncey Hubbell officiated at the res- 
surrection service of Mr. George Hoyle 
Bateson, aged seventy-eight, at the 
Young-Baker Funeral Home, Euclid 
Avenue, Cleveland. Mr. Bateson for 
many years had been a highly esteemed 
citizen of Cleveland. He was the hus­
band of Elizabeth Van Doorn, daughter 
of Mrs. Emma Van Doorn, attendants 
at the former Arlington Church. The 
family of late years have made their 
home in Willoughby, Ohio.

Maieb.—Mrs. Charles Maier, Water­
loo, passed into the spiritual world 
May 4th, having reached the age of 84 
years. Resurrection service was con­
ducted at her home bv the Rev. E. Vai 
Tilton. She was a "life-long memlier 
of the New Jerusalem Church at

E R

Kitchener. Surviving are her husband 
and six children.

Whiteford.—Milton Whiteford, son 
of Edward and Elizabeth Rawalt 
Whiteford, born April 14, 1881, passed 
into the spiritual world at the Metho­
dist Hospital in Peoria on April 10, 
1942. He spent his entire life as a 
farmer on the Whiteford homestead in 
the Egypt community, near Manito, Ill. 
He leaves to mourn their loss, three 
children, Lucille, wife of Virgil 
Schierbcck of Champaign, Ill., Law­
rence and Viola. He is also survived 
by three sisters, Emma, wife of Louis 
Geiger of Hamilton, Ill., Nellie, wife 
of Henry Waldmeyer, and Edith, wife 
of John Rankin, both of Manito, Ill., as 
well as a host of other relatives and 
friends.

A kind and useful New Churchman 
has left this world to take his place 
among the blessed and continue a life 
of useful activity. Milton Whiteford 
was a devoted student of Swedenborg 
and a true Christian in word and deed.

Since the ministers of the Illinois As­
sociation had a meeting in Chicago on 
April 13, the resurrection services were 
conducted on that day by the Rev. Free­
man A. Havighurst, pastor of the Meth­
odist Church at Washburn, Ilk, who 
used the New Church ritual and proved 
by his word.s to be well acquainted with 
the New-Church doctrines.

— (The Nexe-Church Tisitor.')

July 26.
Ninth and Tenth Sundays after 

Pentecost
The Christian Life

Sei. 139: “O Come, let us sing.” 
Lessons: I Sam. iv; Matt, xiv to v. 21. 
In place of Responsive Service, Sei.

182: “Thou art my portion, O Lord.” 
Hymns: 75: “O bless the Lord, my 

soul.”
236: “Father of mercies.”

Aug. 2
Sei. 135: “It is a good thing to give 

thanks.”
Lessons: I Sam. xi; Matt, xviii. v. 21.
In place of Responsive Service, Sei.

183: “Thou hast dealt well with thy 
servant.”

Hymns: 44: “Jesus, in Thee our hopes 
shall rest.”
238: “Great God, we give Thee 

praise.”
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THE NEWCHURCH MESSENGER

THE MESSENGER

is the official organ of the 

CONVENTION
and the special news servant of the 

CHURCH

Help the Church by subscribing to

THE MESSENGER
Keep in touch with the external organization 

of the Church

ONE DOLLAR PER ANNUM

THE WRITINGS OF 
EMANUEL SWEDENBORG 

for missionary purposes:
Heaven and Hell
Divine Love and Wisdom Five Cents
Divine Providence per Copy,
The Four Doctrines Postpaid
Arcana Coelestia, Genesis i-vii
Swedenborg, Life and Teaching, by George Trobridge; 
10 cents per copy, postpaid; imitation leather binding. 
25 cents.

Send for eomflete list of fniblications

Swedenborg Foundation Incorporated
51 East 42nd St. Nf.w York, N. Y.

CHAPEL HILL SCHOOL
(Formerly called Waltham New«Church School) 

Waltham, Massachusetts

A boarding and Day School conducted by The New- 
Church Institute of Education. Pupils accepted ages 5 
to 19, separate homes for older and younger girls. Col­
lege Preparatory and General coursc.s in Upper School. 
Fine arts. Household arts. Dramatics. Outdoor sports.

For further information apply to 
Miss Katharine G. Rusk, Principal

THE NEW-CHURCH 
THEOLOGICAL SCHOOI.

48 Quincy St., Cambridge, Mass.

A three years’ course preparing for the ministry.
Courses by correspondence in the Theology of the New 

Church, and in the Spiritual Interpretation of the 
Scriptures.

I'or infornuition affly to
Franklin H. Blackmer, President

The Augmentation Fund
STANDS FOR THREE VITAL THINGS:

1. 7'he Encotiragement and Assistance of Weak 
Societies

2. Reasonable and Reliable Support for Ministers
3. Help in Supporting Students for the Ministry

To Maintain and Extend Its Work It

Needs Your Support
To those who think of making a bequest to the 

Fund, the Treasurer will be pleased to furnish 
suitable forms and to give any advice that may be 
asked. As State laws with regard to wills vary, 
local counsel in the State of the testator should 
finally be consulted.

Make checks payable to ALBERT P. CARTER, 
Treasurer, and send all correspondences to him at 
511 BARRISTERS HALL, BOSTON 9, MASS.

iBnarft nf IffltaBinna
OF THU

General Convention

Now, perhaps more than at any time in history, must 
the Church hold its torch high, lighting every dark 

corner it can reach, bringing a ray of hope to every 
despairing heart. Though prevented at present from 
working in many accustomed fields, your Board is receiv­
ing many a call from new areas hungering for the truth 
which makes men free. Please help us to help.

Illtcstratcd Booklet Free—IFrite Secretary

CHESTER T. COOK, Treasurer 
73 Columbia Road* Arlington* Mass.

Paul Sperry.........................................................President
Philip M. Alden......................................Fiee-President
Leslie Marshali.................................. (,'eneral Secretary

380 Van Houten St., Paterson, N. J.

URBANA JUNIOR COLLEGE
Now offers I'raining Under Three Proijrains:

1. Secretarial Training in Nine Months.
2. Accounting and Secretarial Training in 

Eighteen Months.
3. Two years of College work in Eighteen 

Months.
You enter in June or in September 1942

Russell Eaton, President 
Urbana, Ohio

LYNN NEIGHBORHOOD HOUSE 
ASSOCIATION

Contributions solicited
Help us serve the Children

MARJORIE V..MORGAN, Treasurer
29 Vincent Ave., Belmont, Mast.
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