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CURRENT OFFICERS

Numbers in parentheses are the terms currently being served for the positions so indicated;

persons are limited to two three-year terms.

President
Rev. Dr. Jim Lawrence

Vice President
Kurt Fekete

Recording Secretary
Rebekah Greenwood*

Treasurer
Jennifer Lindsay

+Filling an unexpired term

General Council

Term Expires 2026: Rev. Renée Machiniak
Kelly Kennedy
Tom Murphy

Term Expires 2027: Rev. Thom Muller
Kei Pang
Herbert Ziegler

Term Expires 2028: Rev. Sage Cole
Pastor Paul Deming
Dr. Emily Tergliafera

THE MINISTRY

Council of Ministers
Rev. Rich Tafel, Chair
Rev. Kevin Baxter, Secretary
Rev. Dr. Donna Keane, Executive Committee Member
Rev. Gabriella Cahaley, Executive Committee Member
Rev. Julie Conaron, Executive Committee Member

2028 (2)

Elected Annually

Elected Annually

2029 (No term limit)

()
()
()
@)
()
@)
@)
@)
@)

2026 (1)
2027 (1)
2026 (1)
2027 (2)
2028 (1)

Commiittee on Admission into the Ministry (CAM)

Rev. Junchol Lee, Chair 2028 (2)
Rev. Gabriella Cahaley* 2026 (1)
B.J. Neuenfeldt 2027 (2)
Rev. Dr. Jonathan Mitchell 2028 (1)
Rev. Dr. Jim Lawrence, President, SCNA, ex officio
* Elected by Convention
STANDING COMMITTEES

Standing Committee for Communication and Information
Term Expires 2028: Rev. Kevin Baxter, Chair 2)
Term Expires 2026: Rev. Dr. David Brown (1)
Term Expires 2027: Tara Conkling 2)

ex officio (without vote)

Rev. Cory Coberforward, Minister, Spiritual Sunshine
Dr. Rebecca Esterson, Dean, Center for
Swedenborgian Studies

Rev. Thom Muller, Editor of Our Daily Bread
Brittany Price, Editor of The Messenger

Jackie Shihadeh, Operations Manager, Central Office

Standing Commiittee for Education and Resources for Spiritual Community

Term Expires 2026:
Term Expires 2027:
Term Expires 2028:
ex officio (without vote)

Dr. Rebecca Esterson, Rep. of CSS, Chair

Beki Greenwood (1)
Rev. Shada Sullivan 2)
Dell Rose (1)

Kurt Fekete, Youth Director, Swedenborgian Church

Standing Committee for Financial Accountability

Term Expires 2026:
Term Expires 2027:
Term Expires 2028:

ex officio (without vote)

Jennifer Lindsay, SCNA Treasurer, Chair

Bill Coffman 2)
Stan Conger 2)
Kurt Fekete 2)
Tom Neuenfeldt 2)
Rev. Rachel Madjerac 2)
Rev. Jane Siebert (1)

Rev. Dr. Jim Lawrence, President, SCNA



Standing Committee for Nominations

Term Expires 2026: Pastor Paul Deming, Chair IL Assoc.
Term Expires 2027: Nancy Little ME Assoc.
Term Expires 2028: Pastor Robbin Ferriman OH Assoc.
Term Expires 2029: Pastor Kelly Milne MNCU
Term Expires 2030: Pastor Jae Chung* PCA

Investment Committee

Jennifer Lindsay, Treasurer SCNA, Chair

+
Filling an unexpired term

COMMITTEES

Central Office Review Committee
Kurt Fekete, SCNA Vice President, Chair
Stan Conger

Commiittee on Amendments
Rev. Kevin Baxter, Chair
Stan Conger
Beki Greenwood

Committee on Inquiry
Pastor Karen Feil, Chair
Rev. Jay Barry
Barbara Cullen
Rev. Paul Martin
Rev. Nancy Piorkowski
Rev. Rich Tafel, Chair of the Council of Ministers, ex officio member

Committee on Library and Documents
Sue Ditmire, Chair
Pastor Robbin Feriman
Dr. Rebecca Esterson, Dean, CSS
Rev. Dr. Jim Lawrence, President, SCNA, ex officio member
Jackie Shihadeh, Operations Manager, Central Office, ex officio member

Committee on Ministry Development
Rev. Dr. Jim Lawrence, President, SCNA, Chair
Dr. Rebecca Esterson, Dean, CSS
Rev. Catherine Lauber
Rev. Rich Tafel

Term Expires 2026: Rev. Paul Martin
Term Expires 2027: Pete Toot

Term Expires 2028: Herb Ziegler
Term Expires 2029: Holly Gottschalk
Term Expires 2030: Drew Siebert

Rev. Dr. Jim Lawrence, President SCNA, ex officio

Retirement Committee

John Mclntosh, Chair
Gina Peracchi
Meredith Conant Piotti

Social Justice Committee:

Rev. Dr. Amanda Riley, Co-Chair
Rev. Shada Sullivan, Co-Chair

Alex Gayheart

Rev. Dr. Jim Lawrence

Dr. Page Morahan

Rev. Lynn Chittick Thompson

Rev. Sage Cole (liason to the HKSLC)

Structure Review Committee

Rev. Paul Martin, Chair
Rev. Kit Billings
Rev. Dr. Gardiner Perry

Swedenborgian Church Youth League (SCYL)

Kurt Fekete, Youth Director

Nora Barnaby, President

Caroline Phinney, East Coast & Activities Officer

Abby Lau, Midwest & Treasurer

Greyson Sleight, West Coast Ambassador & Service Officer
Serena Greenwood, Clear Blue Sky Editor

Open, Canada Officer

Rev. Renée Machiniak, League Chaplain

Spiritual Sunshine: Swedenborgian Community Online Central Committee

Kurt Fekete, SCNA Vice President, Chair

Term Expires 2026: Rudy Caseres
Term Expires 2027: Dr. Emily Tergliafera
Term Expires 2028: William Rotella

ex officio member

Rev. Cory Coberforward, Minister, Spiritual Sunshine



BOARDS New York New Church Legacy Fund

Term Expires 2027: Rev. Robert McCluskey, Chair
Board of Directors of the Wayfarers Chapel Term Expires 2027: Anna Rich Martinian, Secretary*
Term Expires 2026: Peter Gottschalk, Chair* 3) ex officio (with vote): Jennifer Lindsay, SCNA Treasurer, Treasurer,
Term Expires 2026: Robert Carr, Treasurer 2) Term Expires 2026: Pastor Karen Feil*
Term Expires 2027: Ben Gunter, Secretary* ) Term Expires 2026: Rev. Youngmin Kim*
Term Expires 2027: Katherine Carr* 2) Term Expires 2026: Shelley Dolley
Term Expires 2028: Stan Conger* 2) Term Expires 2027: Matthew Fleming*
Term Expires 2028: Rev. Harvey Tafel* 2) Term Expires 2028: William Linden*
ex officio (with vote): Michael Robbins, Representative of the PCA Term Expires 2028: Rev. Rich Tafel
Rev. Dr. Jim Lawrence, SCNA President ex officio (with vote): Rev. Dr. Jim Lawrence, SCNA President
ex officio (without vote):  Rev. Dr. David Brown, Chapel Minister "Elected by New York
" Appointed from the Pacific Coast Association
Board of Mediation REPRESENTATIVES
Kurt Fekete, SCNA Vice President, Chair
Matthew Fleming Delegates to The National Council of Churches
Bet Giddings Rev. Dr. Jim Lawrence, Head of Communion
Rev. Kit Billings Rev. Jay Barry, President s proxy, Delegate
Rev. Kathy Speas Pastor Tassy Farwell, Delegate

Alex Gayheart, Delegate
Trustees of the Building Fund

Term Expires 2027: Mark Careaga, Chair
Term Expires 2026: Bob Perry AUXILIARY AND ASSOCIATED BODIES
Term Expires 2028: Robert Carr
American New Church Sunday School Association D/B/A Swedenborgian Church
ex officio (with vote) Jennifer Lindsay, Treasurer, Swedenborgian Church Children’s Ministries (SCCM)
ex officio (without vote) Rev. Dr. Jim Lawrence, President, Swedenborgian Pastor Kelly Milne, Chair/President
Church Open, Vice President
Open, Secretary
Trustees of the Tafel Fund Open, Treasurer
Rev. Rich Tafel, Chair
Linda Tafel
Rev. Dr. Gardiner Perry
Lon Elmer (Appointed)

Jennifer Lindsay (Appointed)
Rev. Lisa Solwold (Appointed)



Center for Swedenborgian Studies (CSS) Trustees of the Gray Legacy

Board of Trustees: Dr. Rebecca Esterson, Secretary
Tom Neuenfeldt, Chair Herbert Ziegler, Treasurer
Rev. Dr. Gard Perry, Vice Chair Nancy Little, Trustee

Karen Conger, Clerk

Jennifer Lindsay, Treasurer

Dean of CSS, Dr. Rebecca Esterson (ex officio with vote)
President of SCNA, Rev. Dr. Jim Lawrence (ex officio with vote)
President, Graduate Theological Union, Liaison (without vote)

Elected Members: STANDING COMMITTEE FOR NOMINATIONS
Term Expires 2026: Lewis Shaw* (1) REPORT
Karen Conger** (1)
Term Expires 2027: Robert Carr* (1)
Tom Neuenfeldt** (1)
Term Expires 2028; Rev. Dr. Gardiner Perry* (2) Position to be Filled Term (Vrs) Candidate
Open ) " —
Term Expires 2029: Jennifer Lindsay* 2) Fsuem 3
Rev. Kathy Speas™* (1) Vice President 1 Kurt Fekete”
*I'ruxtee elected by Representative Class
o Recording Secretary 1 Beki Greenwood
Trustees elected by At-Large Class
}Filling an unexpired term Treasurer 3 S
Deborah’s Tree General Council: layperson (2 to be elected) 3 ITi:I::m:rLer*
Rev. Roslyn Taylor, Chair L
Rev. Dr. Joy Barnitz, Secretary General Council: minister 3 Renée Machiniak™
Peg Mergen, Treasurer Standing Committee for Communication & Information 3 Dave Brown*
The Helen Keller Spiritual Life Collaborative Standing Committee for Education & Resources for Spiritual Community 3 Junchol Lee
Rev. Shada Sullivan, President Kei P
Rev. Dorothy Qoehring, Clerk Standing Committee for Financial Accountability (2 to be elected) 3 A::ir::sll.oPimo
Betsy D. Aldrich, Treasurer
Committee on Admission Into the Ministry 3 Gabriella Cahaley”™
Swedenborg ltans in Action Against Racism Board of Trustees of SS, representative class 4 Lisa Solwold
Rev. Dr. Jim Lawrence, Chair
Sue Ditmire Nominating Committee (unexpired term) 4 Jae Chung
Andrew Dodd Nominating Committee 5 Tirah Keal
Alex Gayheart
Rev. Robert McCluskey Incumbent
Dr. Page Morahan ** Years remaining in unexpired term
Kei Pang *** No candidate to be elected this year
Lea Park

Rev. Shada Sullivan



REPORTS OF OFFICERS, MINISTRY, STANDING
COMMITTEES, BOARDS, AND ASSOCIATED BODIES

PRESIDENT

The president’s job is comprised of a larger overall annual pattern of meetings and
preparing for the annual summer convention along with the various episodes around
specific issues needing attention as they arise. The president chairs the General Council,
which holds a major fall and spring meeting, as well as two summer meetings that
bookend the summer convention. And the president chairs the executive committee of
the General Council, and this group meets monthly to process the ongoing business of
Convention. The president works closely with Central Office Manager, Jackie Shihadeh,
who is often ground zero for needs and questions that are arising.

A large project, of course, is the planning of summer denominational conventions,
which entails a monthly Planning Committee meeting with as many as fifteen in attendance
on Zoom, and also following up on details and making decisions for the convention,
which this year is in Boston again. I generally interact a fair amount with the editor of
The Messenger, which saw the beginning of a new editorship this past year in Brittany
Price. I also serve as an ex officio (without vote) member of the Investment Committee,
I also get to appreciate the work of our financial leaders, notably Jennifer Lindsay and
Gina Peracchi, our Accounting Manager. I also sit ex officio (with vote) on the board of
the Center for Swedenborgian Studies, and this year taught a class (“Christian Spirituality
through a Swedenborgian Lens”) for them in the spring semester.

Wayfarers Chapel

The president sits ex officio on the Wayfarers board, and the role continues to be robust
during this time of crisis and renewal. The board has been meeting much more often as it
engages in the relocation and rebuilding of the Chapel, which we call Wayfarers 2.0. That
is an exciting phase of the chapel’s life, quite ironically, as 2.0 may very well exceed the
success of 1.0. I also work every month in a subgroup to plan and engage the ongoing
weekly ministry that is now called Exploring New Earth, and which involves an in-
person weekly Sunday service at a nearby Episcopal church and an online program that is
centered around conversations Rev. Dr. David Brown holds with many different guests.
The subgroup guiding Exploring New Earth is focused on expanding the geography of
the reach of the ministry. The role of SCNA president oversees the process of necessary
appointments to the Wayfarers board.

The New York New Church ILegacy Fund

The president is an ex officio trustee of the New York New Church Legacy Fund that
completed this past year the first distribution of grants from the Fund whose sole work is
supporting programs out of the significant endowment created from the sale of the piece
of a property on Murray Hill. The trustees meet monthly, and it is quite special to be able
to substantially support so many programs both within SCNA and for outside non-profits
whose objectives align with the spiritual aims established in the new legal framework of
the NYNCLF.

SAAR: Swedenborgians in Action Against Racism
I have been chairing this monthly meeting since becoming president. We plan for

various programs and activities to support our denomination’s voice and reach in the
work of antiracism.

Pastoral Ministry Comings and Goings and Significant Shifts

As chair of the Advisory Placement Committee, I have been involved with several
ministries undergoing leadership searches. Currently, there are several ministries evolving
their pastoral leadership in varying ways. These include The Church on the Hill in Boston,
the Church of the Holy City in Edmonton, Canada, the New Church of the Southwest
Desert in Silver City, NM, the Swedenborg Chapel in Cambridge, MA, and the Church
of the New Jerusalem in Pawnee Rock, KS. There have been other conversations as well
that I would not wish to identify in this report. This work entails many communications
and sometimes visits.

Respectfully submitted,
Rev. Dr. Jim Lawrence, President

VICE PRESIDENT

This is my fifth full reporting year in the position of Vice President. I continue to
try my best to contribute and be of use. Most of our church business is conducted in
hybrid, meaning I have the option to attend either in-person or virtually. Aside from
our annual Convention General Council meetings, I have mostly elected to attend our
business meetings primarily virtually on Zoom. I did attend our fall General Council
meeting in Washington, DC, and visited our new Swedenborg House. Central office
manager, Jackie Shihadeh, and accounting manager, Gina Peracchi, continue to do an
exceptional job running the duties of Central Office.

Here are the Vice President highlights for 2025:

* Chair of the Board of Mediation committee: did not meet during this reporting
period.

* Participated in monthly Swedenborgian Community Online (aka, Spiritual
Sunshine) committee calls and continued as Chair of that committee. Other
Spiritual Sunshine committee members are currently Rev. Cory Coberforward,
Dr. Emily Tergliafera, Rudy Caseres, and William Rotella. Under the leader-
ship and direction of Cory, Spiritual Sunshine has reached many new spiritual
seeckers with engaging content on YouTube (150K+ subscribers!) and the web-
site, swedenborgiancommunity.org. Cory is producing great content, including,
most recently, excellent Shorts. Spiritual Sunshine is serving denomination
members and reaching individuals around the world seeking to advance their
spiritual journey.



» Attended monthly Executive Committee (ExCom) meetings, responded to
emails and text messages, and addressed ExCom issues throughout the year to
conduct the ongoing business of the General Council. It is a joy to work with
President, Rev. Jim Lawrence, Secretary, Karen Conger/Rebekah Greenwood,
and Treasurer, Jennifer Lindsay. They are doing inspiring work for the denomi-
nation, and I am blessed to serve with them.

» Attended all four General Council meetings (March, June/July pre- and
post-Convention, and November) and presented VP reports along with other
assigned duties.

* Chair of Central Office Committee. Continue monthly calls with the Central
Office manager as needed. Also involved in restructuring digital communica-
tions and hiring the new Messenger editor.

Respectfully submitted,
Kurt Fekete, Vice President

SECRETARY

On September 15, 2025, I was asked to fill in as secretary pro tem for a three-month
time period. During this time my focus was to work with Central Office on the 2025
Journal and prepare for the Fall General Council Meeting. I worked closely with Central
Office to keep these projects moving forward while the elected secretary was taking a
break for personal reasons.

During the Fall General Council meeting in Washington, DC, Recording Secretary
Karen Conger sent a deeply emotional resignation letter to the council which was read
to the group by Kurt Fekete with a full heart. After receiving this letter, the General
Council voted to appoint me (Beki Greenwood) as recording secretary until the next
election. Having already sent my desire to be put on the slate for Convention 2026 to the
Nominating Committee, I was happy to accept this role and felt that it was a way that |
could be useful to the denomination.

Since then, I have been learning quite a bit. I have been taking care of the standard
secretary duties of taking minutes and shaping agendas for General Council and ExCom
meetings, signing contracts for the denomination, and working closely with central office
about gathering advanced reports, membership numbers, and delegates for the upcoming
convention. If elected, I look forward to continued service in this new role as the SCNA
Recording Secretary.

Respectfully submitted,
Beki Greenwood, Recording Secretary

TREASURER

The Office of Treasurer is busy throughout the year with a variety of Zoom and in-
person meetings, written reports, administrative duties, and strategic planning sessions.
Gina Peracchi, Accounting Manager, and I work closely on a weekly basis to manage
the checking and saving accounts, bookkeeping, payables, and other financial reporting.
We also interact directly with the independent financial auditors who perform the
annual financial review. As Treasurer, I am also heavily involved in planning the annual
Convention regarding the financial aspects of the various components and working with
the President to drive donations in support of this event that is vital to our widespread
community.

This past year witnessed the launch of the New York New Church Legacy Fund as
a fully granting body. The trustees approved $515,850 in 13 grants to various SCNA
ministry projects and an additional $530,000 to 16 non-profits serving primarily New
York City and its immediate surrounding geographic area. All grants were paid in full to
the grantees in January 2026. The establishment of this new granting body required quite
a bit of my time as Treasurer over the past year. I look forward to witnessing the impact
these grants will have on strengthening and growing our ministries.

General Council of SCNA decided to forgive the building loan held by the New Church
of the Southwest Desert for its building located in Silver City, NM. The market value of
the building had increased over the past five years such that the remaining loan was less
than half of the current market value. NCSWD continues to search for new ministerial
leadership and a path towards financial stability. This decision will assist NCSWD in not
being burdened by the monthly building loan payments while also increasing the fixed
asset balance of SCNA by acquiring a building worth significantly more than the forgiven
building loan balance.

General Council of SCNA agreed to transfer the Agency Fund it held on behalf of
the Center for Swedenborgian Studies to the full ownership and control of CSS as of
December 31, 2025. CSS requested this transfer so that it has the possibility, if necessary,
to utilize these funds beyond the quarterly Common Fund payout which had been
transmitted to CSS from SCNA each year. CSS has shown strong financial control and
stability over at least the past 15 years. This transfer equally reduces both the Common
Fund Assets and Common Fund Liabilities on the SCNA balance sheet. The related
payout earned by this Agency Fund will now be paid directly to CSS instead of as a pass-
through by SCNA. Thus, there is no impact to the bottom line for SCNA on its financial
statements with this transfer of funds.

The Wayfarers Chapel continues to be dismantled and in storage awaiting its future
location to be secured for its reconstruction. The Wayfarers board is in regular contact
with the local city and county officials to secure a viable site for our beautiful glass
church to stand for many years to come.

Financial Results

The independent financial auditors will complete their professional review of the 2025
financial statements during July 2026. I will provide a verbal update at the Convention
Session.



The Common Fund earned a positive return net of fees of 14.4% for the calendar year
2025. Consequently, SCNA incurred a capital gain of $2.87M on our combined restricted
and unrestricted funds during 2025. This gain held steady during the first quarter of 2026
even with the financial headwinds created by international events such as increased tariffs
and the closure of the Strait of Hormuz. Overall, SCNA continues to be on firm financial
footing.

Virtual Voting
General Council is in support of maintaining the ability to vote virtually to enable

as many delegates as possible to participate in the annual elections. Thus, the Office
of Treasurer continues to manage the virtual voting process by interacting with the
vendor Nemovote, creating the virtual ballots, and assisting delegates with accessing the
Nemovote platform for voting purposes at the 2026 Convention.

Other

Besides chairing the SCFA and Investment Committee (see separate SCFA and
Investment Committee reports), I also serve as a trustee for the Building Fund, the Tafel
Fund, and the New York New Church Legacy Fund. I have also served as Treasurer for
the Center for Swedenborgian Studies for nearly 20 years.

It is a privilege to serve General Convention as Treasurer and an honor to be entrusted
with this critical responsibility. The regular Zoom, telephone, and email communications
provide a welcome connection with members of our far-flung community during those
months between Convention Sessions and other in-person meetings. For this I am grateful.
I look forward to seeing everyone again in-person and virtually at the 2026 Convention
Session in Wellesley, Massachusetts.

Respectfully submitted,
Jennifer Lindsay, Treasurer

GENERAL COUNCIL

Since the 2025 Convention at Portland State University Place Hotel, the General
Council (GC) has met in a virtual or hybrid format three times. The Council was
graciously hosted by the Washington, DC society for the Fall meeting and was able to get
a tour and enjoy the meeting space that the new Swedenborg House has to offer. There
were ongoing discussions surrounding issues of insurance and rising costs, the future
of the digital presence of the SCNA, and potential bylaw amendments for the upcoming
floor of Convention. Plans for the upcoming convention at the Babson Executive
Conference Center and potential locations for the 2027 Convention remained a large
topic of conversation throughout the meetings.

A few of the other items of business taken care of by the General Council over the
past year include various appointments to committees, discussions over hardships some
of our ministries are facing, and a review of how our virtual ministries fit into our current

organization. Members of the GC touch base with their liaison ministries once a year.
These check-ins are different than a report you may be asked to submit, they are there to
offer support and ideas and have a conversation on how the denomination can help. When
they contact you, jump at the chance to talk with them!

At the end of the Fall meeting, the resignation of Recording Secretary Karen Conger
was read and accepted with deep emotion. We wholeheartedly thank Karen for her decade
of service to the denomination. The General Council appointed Beki Greenwood as
secretary until the next election.

Respectfully submitted,
Beki Greenwood, Recording Secretary

STANDING COMMITTEE FOR COMMUNICATION
AND INFORMATION (SCCI)

The Standing Committee for Communication and Information’s central focus is to
coordinate, initiate, and promote communication within and across the boundaries of the
denomination in all varieties of media. To that end, Rev. Kevin Baxter, Rev. Dr. Dave
Brown and Tara Conkling have been serving as elected officers. In addition to the elected
officers, stakeholders from denominational communication organs are also ex-officio
without vote. Beki Greenwood, Rev. Thom Muller, Rev. Cory Coberforward, Brittany
Price, and Jackie Shihadeh represent these various bodies. This year we met several times
and discussed general communication policy, and reviewed the website. We were also
asked by General Council to give feedback on the needs, role, and duties of a webmaster.
We stand ready to assist local congregations with questions about communication and
technology. The Committee is grateful for the members of our church who are willing
to write articles for the Messenger and post on our various social media channels and
platforms.

Respectfully submitted,
Rev. Kevin Baxter, NJM, Chair

THE MESSENGER

The Messenger is an official publication of the Swedenborgian Church of North
America (ten issues a year, including a combined January/February issue and a
“Convention Special” issue over the summer), and had a good year of supporting and
serving its readers.

The Messenger publishes information that the Denomination wishes to communicate
to the membership, such as church membership statistics, reports from meetings
of the General Council and the Board of Trustees of the Center for Swedenborgian
Studies, nomination information, news about ministries of the church, updates from
committees, and information about the upcoming annual convention. In addition to



news and announcements, 7he Messenger features articles on theology; Swedenborg and
Swedenborgian related issues; articles by and about churches, church members, clergy,
and other ministries; and personal reflections from members and clergy. We print 147
physical copies and distribute over 1,700 copies via email for each issue.

After publishing two guest issues (June and September 2025) I was hired as the
permanent editor and began my tenure with the November/December 2025 issue. Since
then, I have published five additional issues, ending with the June issue. Over the summer,
readers can expect the Convention Special with monthly publication resuming again in
September.

As the new editor, I welcome feedback from our audience and invite ideas for how I
can continue to strengthen and sustain this longstanding publication. The oldest indexed
issue dates back to 1855—171 years ago! In addition to editing the Messenger, my role
now includes digital content editing for the website, swedenborg.org. If any of you have
any questions or ideas about the Messenger or the website, please feel free to email me
at editor@swedenborg.org.

I'would like to thank the Swedenborgian Church of North America for this opportunity
and all of you for contributing content. Without it, there is no publication or online
presence. I look forward to connecting with many of you at Convention and beyond!

The Messenger would not be possible without the volunteer editorial support from
a variety of people: Rev. Dr. Jim Lawrence, Luke Price, Jackie Shihadeh, and Trevor.
Special thanks to the Editorial Advisory Committee—Rev. Dr. Dave Brown, Beki
Greenwood, and Rev. Jane Siebert.

Respectfully submitted,
Brittany Price, Editor

OUR DAILY BREAD (ODB)

Our Daily Bread at spiritualquesters.org has had a positive year as we continue
our mission of providing Swedenborgian content to people outside and within the
denomination. We view our primary role as a public organ of the SCNA, and a major
objective of our ministry continues to be making content publicly accessible and visible
which represents Swedenborgian viewpoints and approaches from the diverse and rich
milieu of Convention. During a time when Swedenborgian content is readily available
on the internet, we consider it an important mission to platform and elevate Convention-
related perspectives, making sure that we are represented within public Swedenborgian
discourse, promoting an engagement with our tradition that is characteristic of our
denomination, including a focus on critical thinking, inclusiveness, and an overall holistic
view of spirituality.

Since the Fall of last year, we have had around 17,000 visits to our “Featured
Programming” page. We are pleased to see that the “archive” feature, which we set up
last year, containing full digital issues of ODB from the in-print days, has been regularly
used by visitors of our website, and has had a total of roughly 3,000 views.

A major new focus this year, in addition to our continued posting of sermons,
interviews, and other written content, has been an increase in the creation of original
digital audiovisual content. This has primarily manifested in the form of our new video
podcast, “Swedenborg Room”, which consists of casual conversations between ODB
senior editor Rev. Thom Muller and co-host Rudy Caseres, as well as the creation of
“shorts™ (brief topical videos illustrating Swedenborgian concepts, which have become
a common aspect of A/V content creation, particularly on platforms such as TikTok,
Facebook and Instagram.) A grant from the Grey Fund has enabled us to create high-
quality content, working with Rudy as digital editor. We are happy with the reception, our
first episode having reached 1,600 views thus far.

Since ODB, as opposed to most if not all Convention ministries, does not have a Board
of Trustees, Rev. Thom would like to establish an informal “consulting committee,”
consisting of members of the denomination, to strengthen the ministry through
collaborative and collegial input. We hope to establish this committee within the next
several months, and hold regular meetings in the future to touch base, brainstorm ideas,
and continue to find ways to increase our visibility and usefulness.

Overall, we are quite pleased with how this year has gone, and excited to continue to
explore creative ways of cultivating and expanding this important ministry.

Respectfully submitted,
Rev. Thom Muller, Senior Editor

STANDING COMMITTEE FOR EDUCATION AND
RESOURCES FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNITY (SCER)

SCER worked by email this year to help plan the programming for Convention 2026
in Boston. Members gave input into the theme of Convention, “Creating Harmony: Art
as Spiritual Practice,” and on the choice of Convention keynote speaker, Bronwen Mayer
Henry. As a committee, we focused the majority of our energy on developing 12 Mini
Courses for Convention on a range of themes. Half of the Mini Courses are in-person and
half are hybrid, meeting the needs of both those attending in-person and those attending
online. We continue to be able to offer modest financial support to some presenters for the
cost of attending Convention each year. The Convention Mini Courses were as follows:

* Practice Contemplative Creativity with Bronwen Mayer Henry
* Creative Contemplative Prayer: A hands-on, guided experience — No artistic
ability required! with Rev. Jenny M. Caughman
» Living Liturgies for the New Church: Our Work in Progress
with Heather Garland
* Bringing Out the Best.: Creativity and Dementia
with Tryn Rose Seley and Christopher Clark
* Harmony at Play: Everybody Wins as Spiritual Practice
with Trevor “The Games Man”



o Through Anna's Eyes: Using Correspondences to Read the World
with Rev. Christopher Barber

» The Hidden Churches of the East: Swedenborgs Japanese Readers and the
Search for World Renewal in ‘Thibet’with Dell Rose

» The Path of Creative Vision and Practice, Using Mahayana Buddhist, Hindu,
and Christian Visual Art with Pastor Lorraine Kardash

»  Church, State, and Social Justice: Religion, Politics, and the First Amendment
with Rev. Robert McCluskey

»  ‘To be his own master, and so to be free’: Swedenborg on temporal and spiri-
tual slavery” with Dr. Vincent Roy-Di Piazza

» Table Fellowship and the New Church: “Brown Rice Makes You Very High”
with Rev Lynn Chittick Thompson

» Artwork During Spiritual Crisis with Rev. Colin Amato

Respectfully submitted,
Dr. Rebecca Esterson, Chair

YOUTH DIRECTOR

My twenty-fourth year as your Youth Director has been active and adventurous! I
continue to work primarily with youth ages 10— 18, however, I also organize the children’s
program at Convention and assist with the young adult 18-30 year-old Transitions group.
Transitions is actively growing, and I hope to work more with this group over the coming
years. Our preteen program is called SPLATz (Super Powered Lovable Almost Teens).
Our teen program is the SCYL (Swedenborgian Church Youth League). Growth of SCYL
programs has been increasing. Our teens returned to the UK this year to the International
Summer Camp at Purley Chase. SPLATzZ retreats have not been active, but I remain
optimistic with sight of some younger children at our summer camps. We are excited to
be growing in teen numbers and spirit as we work to support the growing needs of today’s
youth.

Here are the Youth Director highlights for 2025:

* May 2025 Memorial Day Weekend SCYL Almont Retreat — Theme: Dreams,
Visions, and the Whisperings of Angels

» Convention 2025 — Portland State University, Portland, OR. SCYL Worship
theme: Three Churches

* July 2025 Almont Summer Camp — 7th-9th grade class. Theme: Correspon-
dence — The Magic Key

* July 2025 International Summer Camp, Purley Chase, UK. Theme: The Four
Essential Elements

* August 2025 Fryeburg Summer Camp — Briefly visited youth at camp.

* October 2025 SCYL Cedar Hill Retreat — Theme: The Beautifully Wicked Trap

* December 2025 Almont Winter SCYL Retreat — Theme: The Seven Deadly
Sins

I’'m extremely grateful to all of you who generously give time and money to our
denominational youth program. Without your support there would be no youth activities
or events. Our youth truly benefit from this spiritual and nurturing experience in their
lives. I look forward to the coming year with much enthusiasm. We have an active year of
retreats and camps including a fall SCYL retreat on the West Coast. I look forward to the
coming year with excitement and new opportunities for spirited adventures!

Respectfully submitted,
Kurt Fekete, Youth Director

YOUTH LEAGUE (SCYL)

It has been a good year for the SCYL! We began with the Memorial Day retreat at
Almont, themed “Dreams, Visions, and the Whisperings of Angels.” We had a blast
discussing our dreams as well as the dreams from the Bible. We ended with our annual
mini-golf and a go-kart outing. We then went on to Convention in Portland, Oregon,
where we tried a bunch of local food trucks. My personal favorite part was the group
outing to Powell’s Books, the world’s largest independent bookstore. Our worship service,
“Serena and the 3 Churches,” was adored by the congregation. Shortly after, many of our
teens met up for Almont summer camp, and a few also attended Fryeburg Assembly.
However, this year was a little bit different; many teens also had the opportunity to attend
an International summer camp at Purley Chase in England. The teens discussed the 4
Fundamental Elements: Earth, Air, Fire, Water. They also got to explore London and
Warwick Castle. The fall retreat at Cedar Hill was beautiful as always. We discussed how
the hells trap us and ended our time together with a Rock n” Bowl outing. We ended the
year with a Seven Deadly Sins Winter Retreat and a bowling pizza party. I am so glad to
have spent this year with such an amazing group, and I look forward to my first year as
President!

Respectfully Submitted,
Nora Barnaby, President, SCYL
STANDING COMMITTEE FOR FINANCIAL
ACCOUNTABILITY (SCFA)

In September 2025, the SCFA met in a hybrid manner with some of the members
meeting in-person at the Mercy Conference and Retreat Center in Burlingame, CA
(Mercy Center) while other members participated virtually via Zoom. Due to the timing
of its meeting, the SCFA members were also able to interact with the CSS Board members



by attending worship together at the San Francisco Church, exploring the Presidio of San
Francisco, and sharing a group dinner.

During its meeting, the SCFA reviewed, discussed, and modified the initial draft 2026
General Convention budget and recommended that it be forwarded to General Council
for approval; appointed itself to also serve as the Augmentation Fund Committee; and
made granting decisions for applications related to the Augmentation Fund, Missions
Fund (including New Directions grants), and Tungerich Fund.

The SCFA continued to utilize the following five priorities in its grant decision making
and assessment that were confirmed during the November 2018 General Council meeting.

» Focus on the promotion of a SCNA-based Swedenborgian perspective to the
broader world and community.

* Impact on people and the potential for growth in the number of people served.
Ability to attract people to participate in the ministry or project.

» Expressed commitment to the ministry or project, including buy-in from the
local Swedenborgian religious leaders and donations of time and money from
the local community.

 Effort toward becoming sustainable and self-funded with other sources of
financial support.

* Accountability to SCNA, including a willingness to accept and incorporate
constructive feedback.

The Augmentation Fund Committee continues its expectation that any minister
whose compensation is supported by an Augmentation Fund grant will attend both COM
meetings and Convention during the year of the grant.

The SCFA received greater requests for both 2026 Augmentation grants and 2026
Missions grants than the funds can support with their current annual payout earnings.
Thus, some grant requests were either partially funded or unfunded. Fortunately, most
grant requests were able to be fully funded.

The ministries and projects supported through the SCFA grant decisions for calendar
year 2026 are:

Augmentation Fund
e Bath, ME

» Cambridge, MA

* Fryeburg, ME

* Garden Church (San Pedro, CA)

» Helen Keller Spiritual Life Collaborative (online)
 Hillside (El Cerrito, CA)

» Kitchener, ON

+ St. Paul, MN (automatic per donor requirement)
* Spiritual Sunshine (online)

» Wayfarers’ Chapel (Rancho Palos Verdes, CA)

* Wilmington, DE

Missions Fund (Including New Directions Grants)
* Czech Republic

» Deborah’s Tree (online)

» Garden Church (San Pedro, CA)

» Rainbow Church (online)

e St. Louis, MO

* Washington, DC

» Wayfarers’ Chapel (Rancho Palos Verdes, CA)
* Wilmington, DE

Iungerich Fund
* Agapao (Orange County, CA)
* Center for Swedenborgian Studies
» Helen Keller Spiritual Life Collaborative (online)
* Spiritual Sunshine (online)
* Wilmington, DE

Each Missions and Iungerich grant recipient are expected to submit both a mid-year
and year-end report on the use of the grant and how it supported the ministry or project.

The SCFA found the Mercy Center to be a beautiful and hospitable facility. We were
saddened to hear that the SCFA was one of the final groups to be hosted by the facility as
the Mercy Center in Burlingame, CA closed its lodging services as of the end of October
2025. With gratitude, the SCFA has accepted an invitation to hold its September 2026
meeting in East Tawas, MI hosted by Tom and BJ Neuenfeldt.

The SCFA is grateful for the dedicated service of both Bill Coffman and Stan Conger
over the past six years as both their terms are ending in 2026. They have been a powerful
team on the committee by contributing wisdom and thoughtfulness during the committee’s
decisions on various grants over the years. The SCFA appreciates their efforts and gifts
of time and talent.

Respectfully submitted,
Jennifer Lindsay, Chair

CENTRAL OFFICE REVIEW COMMITTEE

The Central Office Review Committee is chaired by the Vice President of the
Swedenborgian Church. Both the Operations Manager and Accounting Manager
continued to work out of their respective home offices throughout the entire reporting
period. Central Office rents record storage space in the basement cage of the Swedenborg
Chapel in Cambridge, Massachusetts. Central Office also maintains a Post Office box in
Cambridge. The Accounting Manager visits these two physical locations as needed to
collect mail and conduct on-site business. This has worked well, and it is anticipated that
Central Office personnel will continue to work out of their home offices.
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Personnel: Jackie Shihadeh continues as Operations Manager. Jackie works from
her home 30 hours per week. Jackie has done an admirable job publishing the Journal,
organizing, scheduling, and attending numerous Zoom committee meetings, fielding
questions, along with organizing her second hybrid in-person/virtual Convention. Jackie
is running the business of Central Office smoothly and capably. Jackie is an active
member on the Standing Committee for Communication and Information and attends
Executive Committee and General Council meetings. Jackie is accommodating, flexible,
friendly, and efficient. We are blessed to have her working with us.

Accounting Manager, Gina Peracchi, continues her outstanding work. Gina conducts
the business of both the Operations Manager and Accounting Manager whenever there
are vacancies in the Operations Manager position. Gina is wonderful to work with and
is extremely reliable and consistent. She works closely with the treasurer on financial
accounting, administers payroll efficiently, handles the distribution of payments and
reimbursement quickly and accurately, and oversees projects skillfully. Gina is an
incredible asset to the denomination, and I greatly enjoy working with her.

Respectfully submitted,
Kurt Fekete, Vice President

COMMITTEE OF INQUIRY
No report submitted for Advanced Reports. Please see 2026 Journal for report.

COMMITTEE ON AMENDMENTS

The Bylaw Committee was called together at the request of the President of
Convention, the Rev. Dr. James F. Lawrence for the purpose of the consideration of three
bylaw amendments. The first was an amendment to article XX of the bylaws regarding
the 16th Street Trustees or the Trustees of the National Church, which was deemed ready
for presentation to the membership of Convention. The other two—an amendment to
the Building Fund Trustees and an amendment to the Electronic Communications bylaw
were not ready to progress. We also noted that not all the committee appointments listed
in the 2025 were being done according to the bylaws. Moreover, there are issues within
the electronic communications guidelines that create issues given changes in the bylaws
when the standing committees were shifted from support units.

Respectfully submitted,
Rev. Kevin Baxter, Stan Conger, and Beki Greenwood

COMMITTEE ON LIBRARY AND DOCUMENTS

The Library and Documents Committee has not met this year, but we will be meeting
in the next year.

Respectfully submitted,
Sue Ditmire, Chair

INVESTMENT COMMITTEE

The Investment Committee convened for its regularly scheduled semi-annual
meetings via Zoom in October 2025 and April 2026. Our current investment advisor
from Marquette Associates, Lauren Cellucci, joined the meetings to provide updates
regarding the overall economic market, reports on the performance of the Common Fund
portfolio, and recommendations on potential changes to investments in the Common
Fund portfolio. Recently, Marquette Associates recommended that the Common Fund
add the Private Equity asset class to its portfolio which has occurred.

Over 30 participants in the Common Fund represent many of our churches, camps, and
associations — as well as the General Convention, the Center for Swedenborgian Studies,
the Wesley Gray Legacy Fund, and the New York New Church Legacy Fund.

As of December 31, 2025, the total asset value of the entire Common Fund reached
$100.0M for the first time in its 104-year history. This is a remarkable milestone for every
participant to celebrate. Due to the combined value of all the Common Fund participant
accounts, each participant pays an economically low annual investment management and
advisory fee of 0.57% (57 basis points) of their respective account value.

Itis frequently the case that individual investment accounts can incur annual investment
management and advisory fees up to 1.50% (150 basis points). Because of the total
asset value of the entire Common Fund, each Common Fund participant benefits from
a significant reduction in their annual fees while also benefiting from the professional-
quality active advisory services of Marquette Associates.

The Common Fund earned a positive return net of fees of 14.4% for the calendar year
2025. During early 2026, the equity markets encountered additional headwinds due to
international events such as increased tariffs and the closure of the Strait of Hormuz.
Even with these market pressures, the Common Fund continued to maintain its value
without significant losses.

As of March 31, 2026, the Common Fund generated the following annualized returns
net of fees (payout rate plus unit value increase):

13.0% over 1 year
11.3% over 3 years
8.8% over 7 years
8.7% over 10 years
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The Investment Committee aims for the Common Fund to earn at least a 6% targeted
average annual rate of return which is provided to Participants in the form of the payout
plus the increase in the value of the underlying units owned by the Participants. Due to the
strategy of the Investment Committee to not provide Participants the entire rate of return
in the form of the payout during bull market years, the Common Fund has proven able
to withstand dips in the market while continuing to provide a reliable quarterly payout to
all Participants.

During its October 2025 meeting, the Investment Committee voted to increase the
2026 quarterly payout rate by 4.23% from $0.355 per unit to $0.37 per unit.

The Investment Committee is grateful for the dedicated service of Rev. Paul Martin
over the past five years. He has chosen not to be reappointed so that he can more fully
enjoy his well-deserved retirement. We appreciate his thoughtful contributions to our
various committee discussions.

Respectfully submitted,
Jennifer Lindsay, Chair

RETIREMENT AND BENEFITS COMMITTEE

No report submitted for Advanced Reports. Please see 2026 Journal for report.

SOCIAL JUSTICE COMMITTEE (S]C)

The Social Justice Committee began a Speaker Series for 2026 with a workshop in
February from The Friends Committee on National Legislation entitled Service, Justice
& Community Organizing.

The second speaker offering in May (in collaboration with The Helen Keller Spiritual
Life Collaborative) featured Parker McMullen Bushman, with a workshop entitled Queer
Ecology: Exploring LGBTQ+ Identities And Environmental Advocacy.

The SJC also continued its collaborations with the HKSLC by co-sponsoring an online
Be Honest Conversation on gender equity in March 2026, featuring committee member
Dr. Page Morahan.

The SJC has continued its offering of a biweekly online support group entitled Staying
Grounded in Times of Political & Social Upheaval.

In collaboration with The Messenger, the SIC has launched an on-going column
entitled Justice is the New Jerusalem, which will feature articles from committee
members and other members of the denomination on social justice issues.

The SJC continues to meet monthly on the 2nd Tuesday of the month. We welcome
new members! Please contact either co-chair to get involved.

Respectfully submitted,
Rev. Dr. Amanda Riley, Co-Chair and Rev. Shada Sullivan, Co-Chair

STRUCTURE REVIEW COMMITTEE
Did not meet this year.

SPIRITUAL SUNSHINE: A SWEDENBORGIAN
COMMUNITY ONLINE

This last year has been full of love and the warmth of the blessings of Spirit here at
Spiritual Sunshine.

It’s been a time of both growth and challenge, as we have shifted further into short
content to better be able to reach people in the few moments we often have for spiritual
reflection. This means new hats for me as well as the blossoming of new ideas. Things
can be slow to shift, but I find there are many gifts and a great freedom when I finally
start to! This shift has opened doors around the globe, which sometimes dilutes our
content’s ability to find everyone every time we share but means a greater engagement
when something hits home. From there we strive to point seekers to our fellow online
communities and live services, which exist thanks to all of you!

Our messages this year explored themes close to our hearts and central to Swedenborg’s
vision: the oneness of all life in God, finding hope in acceptance and inner truth, the
divine light that shines as each of us, the Love that calls us back from our feelings of
separation, and even the surprising spiritual wisdom that opens up when we consider the
universe’s vast openness. We also looked honestly at the ways distorted religion —in every
tradition—can distance us from the very unity it claims to offer, and how Christ’s bold
compassion shows us another way.

The world is full of people who are spiritually hungry and the Swedenborgian Church
can continue to serve a great purpose in helping seekers along the way and those looking
for spiritual homes find them. This is largely thanks to our spirit of genuine welcome
rather than doctrinal gatekeeping (although, often paywalls are better for retention).
Swedenborg’s vision has always been beautifully suited for this: inclusive, luminous, and
life-giving. We need only trust our own light enough to let it travel.

Respectfully submitted,
Rev. Cory Coberforward, Minister

BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE WAYFARERS CHAPEL

Although the physical structure of Wayfarers Chapel no longer stands, its community
and staff remain engaged in the strengthening of its ministry and the visioning of a
resurrected Chapel.

Having completed the disassembly of the Chapel, we shifted the focus of our strategy
toward securing a site for the reconstruction and sources of funding. We are blessed with
a supportive community, including elected officials at the municipal, state, and federal
levels, who have rallied for the Chapel. Most notably, Rep. Ted Lieu recently gave
testimony to the U.S. House of Representatives supporting the designation of the nearby
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parcel of federal land (Battery Barnes) for the site of the rebuilt Chapel. While we are
emboldened by the support, we must recognize the challenges of coordinating across so
many levels of bureaucracy, and we ask for prayer that our board, staff, and supporters
might be blessed with the wisdom and guidance to complete the project faithfully and
expeditiously.

Given the absence of the Wayfarers Chapel site as a destination, the Wayfarers
Chapel community has had to be creative and flexible in carrying out its worship and
community programming. Still, the Chapel’s weekly 10:15am worship services have
continued uninterrupted and remain well attended, thanks to the diligence and outreach
of our minister, Rev. Dr. David Brown, and our generous and patient host, St. Francis
Episcopal Church of Palos Verdes Estates, which continues to donate the use of its own
historic Chapel for our worship activities and events. These services are also available to
livestream on YouTube. Our programming has grown to include weekly Zoom discussions
on Sunday afternoons and monthly Zoom guest panels on Tuesday evenings under the
name Exploring New Earth, that are reliably attended by individuals from inside and
outside the local community.

Considering the challenges and the changing landscape of religious practice, it is easy
to be skeptical that Wayfarers Chapel bears even greater promise as a ministry of the
Swedenborgian Church in the future than it has in the past. Yet we see the unmistakable
signs of the Divine at work continually as our support, reach, and impact grow. May the
Lord bless us and keep us.

Respectfully submitted,
Benjamin Gunter, Secretary

BOARD OF MEDIATION

The Board of Mediation is chaired by the Vice President of Convention. The Board of
Mediation did not meet during the past year.

Respectfully submitted,
Kurt Fekete, Chair

TRUSTEES OF THE BUILDING FUND

Convention’s Building Fund Committee, composed of the Trustees of the Building
Fund and with ex officio representation by Convention’s president and treasurer, reviews
loan requests from churches and camps for building repairs, improvements, and purchases.
The Committee also administers the Mary Baldwin Grant, announced in July 2024, and
which offers financial support for costs related to building maintenance, repairs, and
restoration for church properties deeded to Convention. The Committee conducts its
business via email and meets by conference call as needed to deliberate and finalize
decisions. The Committee’s business during the past year included distribution of funds

from the Mary Baldwin Grant to the Garden Chapel Sanctuary in St. Louis, Missouri;
the New Church of the Southwest Desert in Silver City, New Mexico; and the Church
of the Holy City in Washington, D.C. The Committee also approved a loan request from
the Massachusetts New Church Union to support building repairs for the New Jerusalem
Church in Bridgewater and Swedenborg Chapel in Cambridge.

Respectfully submitted,
Mark Careaga, Chair

TRUSTEES OF THE TAFEL FUND

The Tafel Fund supports special needs within the denomination. This year, we
supported 11 requests totaling $43,712. These included two separate grants to the Almont
Camp summer school program to support students who cannot afford to attend, totaling
$10,000. Fryeburg New Church Assembly received one grant of $5,000 to improve site
accessibility and Fryeburg New Church received $5,000 to support online programming.
$5,000 was granted to Gathering Leaves to support scholarships for Swedenborgian
women. Two grants totaling $10,000 were given to General Convention to support
attendees to Convention. $4,179 was granted to the Magic Key Project to support printing
and design of Swedenborgian education materials. $2,000 was approved for the St. Paul
Virginia Street Church to support new hybrid ministry efforts. $5,000 was granted to
SCYL to support students seeking to attend the Purley Chase trip to the UK. A $500
grant was approved for Rev. Lauber to support her outreach efforts, including speaking
engagements at local colleges. With deep gratitude, we thanked Karen Conger for her
years of service on the Tafel Fund board. We were thrilled to add Rev. Lisa Solwold to
the board as her replacement.

Respectfully submitted,
Rev. Rich Tafel, Chair

NEW YORK NEW CHURCH LEGACY FUND

The mission of the New York New Church Legacy Fund will preserve the values held
by this historic ministry inspired by the Swedenborgian insight that to love the neighbor
is to love God. We accomplish this by supporting innovative works that provide useful
impact toward greater inclusion, social justice, and leadership for resilient communities.

The Legacy Fund consists of ten trustees; five clergy and five laypeople. The fund was
formally announced at the June, 2025 Convention, and in the August, 2025, Messenger-.
During August, 2025, the board received 17 requests from SCNA organizations seeking
funding. In October, after careful review, the board approved 13 orgs to receive grants.
The names and mission of grantees are available in the March, 2026 Messenger.

The board also continued to work with Penn Creative Strategy to identify and invite
grantees from non-profits in the New York area. We provided Penn with substantial
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information about the SCNA to help with introducing potential grantees to the fund.
Our four focus areas for external funding remain: Basic Needs, Equity/Social Justice,
Environment/Climate Change, Spirituality/Wellness.

In September, 2025, Robert McCluskey and Anna Rich met with PCS and 40 NY non-
profits for an “Info Session,” which was lively and well received. In November, the board
approved 16 grants to non-profits in the NY area. Grants were disbursed to both groups
in January, 2026.

Respectfully submitted,
Rev. Robert McCluskey, Chair

See Appendix page 39 for “NYNC Legacy Fund - Serving the Larger Neighbor”
report by Rev. Robert McCluskey

DELEGATES TO THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF
CHURCHES (NCC)

The Swedenborgian Church of North America continues to maintain a meaningful
collaboration with the National Council of Churches of Christ [NCC]. We share values
that are expressed in our love of all people, our support of social justice, racial inclusion,
and gender diversity.

In November of 2025 Rev. Dr. Jim Lawrence selected three delegates to represent our
denomination within the NCC. These delegates are Licensed Pastor Tassy Farwell, who
will represent SCNA at the Interreligious Relations Convening Table, Alex Gayheart who
is already serving on the Justice and Advocacy Convening Table, and Rev. James (Jay)
Barry who serves as our President’s proxy at the Governing Board.

On November 26th, 2025, The NCC started a year-round campaign called
#WeWillNotBeSilent.

“#WeWillNotBeSilent is being launched to encourage Christians to come together, regard-
less of denominational affiliation or tradition, to speak with moral authority on issues of
Justice, especially those affecting the most vulnerable in our society. Drawing from NCC's
75-year legacy of public witness, the campaign represents an opportunity to respond to the
current divisive social and political climate with justice, love, and a unified voice ground-
ed in Christian principles and the call to be Christ’s ambassadors. The year-round cam-
paign is geared toward being a sustainable movement rather than a moment of activism.”*
*From nationalcouncilofchurches.us

It is an honor for Tassy, Alex, and me to represent the SCNA in the National Council
of Churches, which has served our nation for 75 years.

Respectfully Submitted,
Rev. Jay Barry, Denominational Representative to the NCC Governing Board

AUXILIARY AND RELATED BODIES
CENTER FOR SWEDENBORGIAN STUDIES (CSS)

After years of planning and work, the Digital Archive is now live on the CSS Website.
Visitors can access curated collections, with scanned images and searchable transcripts.
Our staff is busy growing the archive and will be adding new material in the coming
months and years.

We had a successful January Intensive in Berkeley on the subject of “Church Polity
and Practice in the Swedenborgian Church,” with 9 students in attendance. CSS faculty
were joined by Rev. Junchol Lee and Jennifer Lindsay in offering instruction. Students
reflected on the past, present, and future of the Swedenborgian Church, with instruction
happening in Berkeley, El Cerrito, and San Francisco. Learning, friendship, and sacred
time was shared on the Swedenborgian landscapes of the Bay Area.

In addition to our January Term, courses taught at CSS this year included:

« SWEDENBORG SEMINAR with Rev. Dr. Devin Zuber and Dr. Rebecca
Esterson

¢ INTRODUCTION TO SWEDENBORGIAN THEOLOGY with Dr. Rebecca
Esterson

¢ AUTOTHEORY, AUTOTHEOLOGY with Rev. Dr. Devin Zuber

* SPECIAL READING COURSE: QUEER THEOLOGY THROUGH A SWE-
DENBORGIAN LENS with Rev. Dr. Devin Zuber

e THE GLORIFICATION AS THE LIVED EXPERIENCE OF THE HISTORI-
CAL JESUS with Rev. Dr. Gard Perry

* GREENING SWEDENBORG with Rev. Dr. Devin Zuber

Current students include 4 on track for ordination, 5 non-ordination students earning a
certificate in Swedenborgian Ministry Studies, and 4 engaged in training for consecration
as Licensed Pastors. Two PhD students at the Graduate Theological Union (GTU) are
working towards dissertations in Swedenborgian studies, and many other GTU students
are taking our classes or receiving advising from our faculty.

CSS faculty and some students attended an international conference in London in the
fall, hosted by The Swedenborg Society, titled “Retracing Swedenborg: Texts, Contexts
and Changing Perspectives.”

Dean Esterson completed a unit of Clinical Pastoral Education this year, completing
300 hours of chaplaincy work with Sutter Hospice in San Francisco. In addition to
conference papers and workshops featuring her current research on Helen Keller, Dean
Esterson published a peer-reviewed article: “A Deafblind Critical Phenomenology:
Helen Keller on Intersubjectivity and the Senses in The World I Live In” (The Journal of
Philosophy of Disability, February, 2026). The manuscript for her co-authored religious
biography of Keller has been completed and sent to the editors at Eerdmans Publishing.

Professor Zuber has published a chapter in the Cambridge Companion to Ralph
Waldo Emerson (Cambridge University Press, 2026) on “Spiritual Laws: Religion and
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Rainbows.” He is the curatorial advisor for the exhibition “Altered State: Psychedelics
and Religion in California” in the Doug Adams Gallery at the Graduate Theological
Union, and co-founder and board member of the Bay Area techno collective Endzeit, a
rave community dedicated to experiences of sonic spirituality. His proposal for an Oxford
Handbook on Swedenborg is under review.

Respectfully submitted,
Dr. Rebecca Esterson, Dean

DEBORAH'S TREE

Deborah’s Tree promotes the work of female Swedenborgian writers, scholars, clergy
and artists, for the benefit of everyone in the Swedenborgian faith community. We
have continued to engage our global Swedenborgian community, and beyond. Weekly
video and written content has been added to our website (deborahstree.org) and social
media (YouTube, Instagram and Facebook), and we held one hybrid retreat. We have
now provided a non-profit umbrella for Gathering Leaves, the international retreat
for Swedenborgian/New Church women. Gathering Leaves retreats are organized
independently from Deborah’s Tree, which supplies technology support, online access,
and video production for the retreats.

Our Spiritual Inspiration program still consists of the weekly literary excerpts and
weekly short videos. Online content is created by four female Convention Ministers and
one General Church lay woman for the videos, and three members of the Deborah’s Tree
community for the illustrated literary excerpts, representing Convention, the General
Church, and non-affiliated Swedenborgians. In this way we are promoting the work of a
fairly inclusive range of Swedenborgian women. We have continued to see some growth
in traffic to our website, Instagram and recently Facebook, and especially our YouTube
channel.

Deborah’s Tree has maintained an active presence in the “Swedenborg Social Media
Network™ which brings online Swedenborgian content creators together in a Facebook
group. The group shares successes, experience, recommendations and technical tips, and
meets virtually in Google hangouts. Deborah’s Tree has benefitted from the network by
giving and receiving support from an international group of online content creators, and
specifically in participating in a recorded tutorial about using a video editing platform.
Through this network, we are involved in the New Christian Bible Study’s effort to connect
new contacts with existing Swedenborgians through the “Cloud to Coffee” initiative.

The topic for our half-day retreat in May was “Celebrating the Divine Feminine.”
Because of heavy involvement in planning the Gathering Leaves retreat in September,
we did not hold a separate Deborah’s Tree retreat in the fall. We have developed a fairly
consistent community of people who attend both in-person and virtually.

The Deborah’s Tree community is invited to the monthly hybrid Saturday Brunches
held by the Home Church in Bryn Athyn. Deborah’s Tree provides Zoom and video
production for these events. Saturday Brunches offer a wide range of mostly female
speakers, and an opportunity to deepen community. The talks are recorded and posted

on the Deborah’s Tree website and social media. Our very part-time video editor is
continuing to help us post our backlog of material.

Our weekly newsletter now goes out to 154 subscribers, all of whom are affiliated with
the global Swedenborgian community. The newsletter reaches men and women in the
Swedenborgian Church of North America, the General Conference of the New Church in
the UK, the global General Church of the New Jerusalem, the global Lord’s New Church,
the New Church in Australasia, and the Philippine New Church. Each week we report
on the video and literary excerpt that have been posted, and also feature either news
about activities of Swedenborgian/New Church women or an occasional series of “First
Swedenborgian Women” who have made history in our faith community.

Respectfully submitted,
Rev. Roslyn Taylor

THE HELEN KELLER SPIRITUAL LIFE
COLLABORATIVE (HKSLC)

We’ve been busy spreading the message of The Helen Keller Spiritual Life
Collaborative and incubating new forms of new church life through both in-person and
virtual offerings. Some of what has been accomplished:

Podcasts & Posts

* 44 Be Love podcast episodes, including 33 guest interviews.

* 3 Be Honest Conversations episodes (all guest interviews/presentations)

* 33 Sunday missives via Worship is Life Substack

» 7-week podcast series, “The Holy City is for Everyone,” on the Book of Rev-
elation with Revs Sage and Ted Cole.

» Sage was a guest on Off the Left Eye (183K subscribers)

» Sage is a regular contributor to Deborah’s Tree on YouTube (759 subscribers)

Virtual Gatherings
* 29 Thursday Be Love, Be Honest, Be Useful Open Gatherings (one hybrid

with 8 participants, average of 4/virtual gathering, 14 at least once participants,
10 new registrants in 2025 out of 49 total)

» 8 Sunday Be Love, Be Honest, Be Useful Gatherings (3 Holy Supper, 3 Virtual
Baptism, 2 Anointing)

» 75 registrants in Seven Days of Creation Regeneration Series (7 collaborators,
6 workshops/gatherings per month, and 7 liturgies, Dec 2025-Jun 2026)

* Annual Virtual Celebration of Helen Keller’s Spiritual Birthday (48 regis-
trants)

* Monthly collaboration: Exploring New Earth with Wayfarers Chapel (Decem-
ber 2025 - June 2026) and Global New Church Prayer Circle with New Church
Railways Kisii, Kenya (September 2025 - present, 10 registrants)
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In-Person/Hybrid Events

Rev. Sage led a Be Love, Be Honest, Be Useful gathering in the sanctuary at
St. John’s Episcopal Church in Jamaica Plain, MA (approx 60 in attendance)
Rev.’s Sage Cole & Susannah Currie led a Be Love, Be Honest, Be Useful
gathering at the Fryeburg New Church Assembly (7 attendees)

Rev. Sage was a guest minister at the Cosmic Mass at the Portland New
Church (approx 25 attendees)

Rev. Sage offered a plenary talk “Be Love, Be Honest, Be Useful,” during the
2025 Gathering Leaves: Remaining Rooted Through Adversity at Temenos
Retreat Center in West Chester, PA (approx 60 attendees)

LaPorte New Church Be Love, Be Honest, Be Useful day retreat (12 attend-
ees)

Be Love, Be Honest, Be Useful Workshop, Sunrise Chapel, Tucson, AZ (11
attendees)

Rev. Sage Cole led a Be Love, Be Honest, Be Useful service of worship

and sharing at the New Church of the Southwest Desert in Silver City, New
Mexico (5 attendees)

Monthly collaboration: Global New Church Prayer Circle with New Church
Railways Kisii, Kenya (September 2025 - present, 10 registrants plus local
gathering in Kisii)

Be Love, be honest be useful Hybrid Australian Women'’s retreat (9)

Be Love “Kindling Our Light in the Darkness” All-Adult Spring Retreat at
ANCA co-led with Rev. Renée Machiniak and sponsored by the Michigan As-
sociation (25 attendees)

Be Honest Conversation Livestream: Gender Equity & the New Jerusalem
with guest Page Morahan, co-sponsored by Deborah’s Tree (10 registrants)
Massachusetts Adult Be Love, Be Honest, Be Useful Spring 2026 Retreat,
sponsored by the Massachusetts New Church Union (13 attendees)

Be Honest Conversations Livestream: Racial Justice: Swedenborgian Anti-
Racism Then & Now with guest Sue Ditmire, co-sponsored by SAAR (16
registrants)

Helen Keller Becoming the Holy City Inside and Out lecture at The Lord’s
New Church, Bryn Athyn

Kindling Our Light Bryn Athyn Retreat co-led with Roslyn Taylor of Debo-
rah’s Tree (Hybrid, 36 attendees)

Subscribers/Followers:

154 Worship is Life (19.1K views) subscribers: https://worshipislife.substack.
com/

161 HKSLC Facebook Page followers: https://www.facebook.com/helen-
kellercollaborative/

598 Be Love, Be honest, Be Useful FB Group members: https://www.face-
book.com/groups/belovebehonestbeuseful

115 YouTube subscribers: https://www.youtube.com/@helenkellercollabora-
tive

* 5 Instagram followers (in development, new profile 3/6/2026): https://www.
instagram.com/helenkellercollab/
* 13 HKSLC Virtual Village members: https://sutra.co/space/j37a71jr/showcase

Respectfully submitted,
Rev. Sage Cole (she/her), Founding Minister and
Alex Gayheart (they/them), Executive Assistant

SWEDENBORGIANS IN ACTION AGAINST RACISM
(SAAR)

Swedenborgians in Action Against Racism was formed in response to the increase in
awareness and action around racial justice during the summer of 2020, and out of a desire
to be able to learn and act together in community within the Swedenborgian tradition. An
ecumenical leadership team of clergy and lay people from around the country formed in
order to create educational and formational programming to offer to the denomination
(and beyond).

The SAAR newsletter continued to be published on an approximately triweekly
schedule. The focus is now on the “Staying the Course” issues, which provide articles,
passages from Swedenborg, and prayers for reflection, as well as action items, and notices
of any upcoming events.

At Convention 2025, SAAR Chair Jim Lawrence, along with Michael Goos, offered
a mini course entitled Swedenborg, Alchemy, and Activism: Life of an American
Philosopher-Soldier, which explored the social justice activism and philosophical
interpretation of Ethan Allen Hitchcock, well known for his campaign against the United
States government for its abuse of Native Americans.

Throughout the year, SAAR has continued to support the research, writing, and editing
of the book Overlooked: Black Ministers in a White Denomination by Sue Ditmire, which
will be published in 2026.

In April 2026, SAAR co-sponsored a “Be Honest Conversation” with the Helen Keller
Spiritual Life Collaborative entitled Racial Justice: Swedenborgian Anti-Racism Then &
Now.

The Swedenborgians in Action Against Racism Leadership Team continues to meet
monthly on Zoom, and we welcome new members! Please feel free to reach out to
a member of our working group: Sue Ditmire, Andrew Dodd, Alex Gayheart, Jim
Lawrence, Robert McCluskey, Page Morahan, Lea Park, Kei Pang, Shada Sullivan.

Respectfully submitted,
The Swedenborgians in Action Against Racism Leadership Team
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SWEDENBORGIAN CHURCH CHILDREN'S
MINISTRIES (SCCM)

No report submitted for Advanced Reports. Please see 2026 Journal for report.

TRUSTEES OF THE GRAY LEGACY

Any Convention-recognized organization can request financial aid from the Gray
Fund. Copies of the request should be mailed to the Gray Fund secretary (resterson@
gtu.edu) and accompanied by a detailed description of the proposed programs for which
the requested funds will be utilized including a budget. We request this background
information because proper stewardship of a will trust such as the Gray legacy should
not be used by organizations as a “reserve fund” to be tapped in order to protect current
assets.

* Requests for proposals for the next calendar year will be made through the
Messenger, and submissions will be due by August 15. Selections will be made
by the trustees by October 1.

* Requests can be for the calendar year only or up to three years, renewable an-
nually.

» Grantees will be required to provide a report.

* If funds remain to be granted for the following calendar year after awards are
made, the Gray Fund will consider requests for funding of $3000 or less on a
rolling basis.

The following is a list of grants for the year 2025-2026. These grants were made under
the Trustees’ interpretation of the will of Wesley N. Gray to fulfill programs and forms of

ministry in Massachusetts, the United States, and the world.

Grants 2025-2026

«  Convention $3,000

e Our Daily Bread $6,400

e Church of the Holy City $4,972.50
e Social Justice Committee $2,000

e Garden Church $15,373

*  The Church of the Holy City, Bloom Haven $3,000

*  San Francisco Swedenborgian Church $6,400

Respectfully submitted,
Dr. Rebecca K. Esterson, Secretary

ASSOCIATIONS AND CHURCHES

EASTERN CANADA CONFERENCE

President: John McIntosh
Vice President: Peter Heuss
Secretary: David Ingard
Treasurer: Grace Sudden

The Eastern Canada Conference Annual Report For Convention May 2026. The
Eastern Canada Conference has one member church, The Church of the Good Shepherd,
Kitchener Ontario. Our small church is a friendly place where worshipers can feel
that they have found a spiritual home. In fact one of our most popular programs is
Community Church — a once a month space on Sunday mornings where we invite our
own members and people from the local community to share a lecture, special dance or
even a movie or play — the latter of which went over with rave reviews one cold day in
March which coincided with a chili cookoff and the first use of our new parish hall tables
— a momentous occasion indeed!

Our minister, Rev. Alison Moore, started The Spiritual Explorers Group where
members and non members could build their faith and decide if membership was right
for them. Of course, Sunday Worship is an important part of that. Sometimes we’ve been
running themes like our current sessions exploring the Tabernacle. And the first Sunday
of the month is “Guitar Sunday” where the sound of the six strings, recorders and early
morning voices fill the sanctuary.

We struggle like most churches to bring in enough finances. To this end, our hard
working Office and Rentals Coordinator has organized and followed up on building
renters — a major source of funding. Trying to be good stewards of our church building,
we are in the last planning steps to lease part of our building to a daycare organized by
Women of Dignity International. They try to help recent émigrés, especially ones from
Africa and the Caribbean integrate into life in Canada.

Life in our sanctuary includes wonderful music — our small choir continues to stretch
their limits to the benefit of all. Bazaars, pot lucks and the many seasonal celebrations are
what brings us together. And sometimes our groups evolve and change with the times.
Our Men’s Pub Night has turned into an event where all genders are welcome to chew
the fat spiritually and literally.

And that’s what all our groups end up doing really — whether coming out to the Prayer
Shawl knitters, helping with the Sunday School, working in the gardens or just welcoming
newcomers on a Sunday Morning, it’s all a chance to connect and grow.

Respectfully submitted,
David Ingard, Secretary
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CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD
Kitchener, Ontario

President: Jean McDermott
Vice President: Kate Harvey
Secretary: Deb Smith
Treasurer: Tracey Sanders

See Eastern Canada Conference Report
ILLINOIS ASSOCIATION

President: Pastor Paul Deming
Vice President: Dell Rose
Secretary: Elizabeth Zeno
Treasurer: Pastor Karen Feil

The Illinois Association continued to provide financial and programming support to
member churches in St. Paul, MN, St. Louis, MO, LaPorte, IN, and Chicago, IL as well
as the Lennox Township in Norway, A during the last year and the months leading to
May, 2026. With the addition of internationally-known-scholar Dell Rose as our Vice
President, local societies have benefitted from his visits and sermons as well as online
programming provided by the Swedenborg Library in Chicago.

The Illinois Association was saddened by the exiting of our friend and former President,
Reverend Kit Billings who has left LaPorte and has joined the Michigan Association. We
wish Kit well in his new endeavors in chaplaincy work which he loves.

Our current President, Paul Deming has recently graduated from Eden Theological
Seminary with a Masters in Theological Studies. We congratulate Paul and know his
efforts will benefit Saint Louis and support his work on his ordination track.

The Executive Committee met by Zoom on May 20, 2026 to discuss support for
delegates attending convention as well as providing hospitality for the Fall General
Council Meeting and for the 2027 Convention. A motion was made to cap support for
member churches in St. Paul, St. Louis, and LaPorte at 12K/annually in order to prevent
eroding the principle on existing investments. The Association is looking for ways to
encourage continued participation of our member societies and plans to host the Illinois
Association Annual Meeting in 2027 in concert with the national convention of the SCNA
in Saint Louis in 2027.

Respectfully submitted,
Elizabeth Zeno, Secretary

THE SWEDENBORG LIBRARY AND SPIRITUAL GROWTH
CENTER

Chicago, Illinois

President: Catherine Laakko
Vice President: Amy Pappageorge
Secretary/Treasurer: Pastor Karen Feil

The Library was open to the public for regular library hours for 96 days during 2025,
with visitors on 67 of those days. We held 4 in-person programs, including one at the
Swedish American Museum on the north side of Chicago, and 33 Zoomed programs.
Many of the videos of these programs are available on our YouTube Channel, Swedenborg
Library Chicago.

Program director Dell Rose presented a 9-part Zoom program on the apostle Paul from
April-August 2025, drawing participants from locals to individuals living in Mexico
and Australia, and from across the denomination. Attendance for our Zoomed programs
ranged from 12—18 persons per program.

The 2025 offerings included:

» Zoom: The Case Against Hope with Dell Rose

* In-Person & Zoom: Tengrism & Ancient Turkic Culture, with Kagan Arik of
Univ. of Chicago

» Zoom: Alfred Deakin & His Gospel of Swedenborg, with Dell Rose

» Zoom: Joanna Southcott: Prophetess, with Dell Rose

» Zoom: Theosophy & the Internationalist Turn, with Bjarke Nielsen, U Copen-
hagen

» Zoom: The Body in Frankist the Sabbatean Heresy, with Jay Michaelson,
Harvard

o Zoom: Understanding the Christ Event (2 parts), with Rev. Robert McCluskey

» Zoom: The Composition of the Pauline Canon, Paul Among the Gentiles, Paul
& His Conversion, The Gnostic Paul (2 parts), Paul & Mediterranean Divina-
tion, Luther's Paul, Paul & the Moderns, Swedenborgs Paul (2 parts)

» Zoom: Deguchi Onisaburo, Swedenborg & the Question for a New Kingdom

e In Manchuria, Dell Rose

» Zoom: The Many Returns of Asgard.: Swedenborgian Interpretations of Norse
Mythology, with Dell Rose

* In-Person & Zoom: Tenrikyo: The Japanese Religion of World Renewal, with
Rev. Kuni Fumioka

* In-Person & Zoom: Thomas Moore Johnson, the Missouri Platonist with Dr.
Vadim Putzo, Missouri State University (part of the Illinois Assoc. Biannual
Meeting.)
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» Zoom: The Language of Angels: Japanese Engagement with Swedenborg in
the Quest for a Universal Language, with Japanologist Dr. Avery Morrow

* In-Person: At the Swedish-American Museum: The Satanic Tyranny of Money:
August Nordensklold: Alchemy, Slavery & the Traditions of Political Sweden-
borgianism, with Dell Rose

» Zoom: Introduction to Karaite Judaism, with Gersom Qiprisci

» Zoom: The Glimmering Gods of the Electric Age: Thomas Edison s Japanese
Apotheosis & the Extraordinary History of the Light Bulb, with Dr. Jason
Storm

» Zoom: Spirits of the Space Age: The Imagined World of Brazil's Valley of the
Dawn, with Dr. Kelly Hayes

» Zoom: True Not False: the Comprehensive Buddhism of the Tendai School,
with Rev. Jikai Dehn

» Zoom: Cosmology and Alchemy in Early Medieval China, with Dr. Brandon
Underwood

* In-Person & Zoom: H.P. Lovecraft, with Dr. Tim Evans

» Zoom: 4-Part series on The Radical Reformation with Dr. Drake Williams

o Zoom: D’Annunzio’s Fiume: Apocalypticism, Esotericism, and the Birth of
Facism, with Dell Rose

» Zoom: Bengali Theosophists & Global Religious Networks with Dr. Mriganka
Mukhopadhyay

» Zoom: Fausts Place in Early Modern Science, with Dr. Dustin Lovett

o Zoom: Advent in the Swedenborgian Perspective, with Rev. Robert McCluskey

The local community met for worship in April and May in the Library.

Dell represented us at the 2025 Convention of the Swedenborgian Church of North
America, and presented a Mini Course there. He also participated in the autumn
Swedenborg Society London program in London, England, presenting a talk.

Our archive project of itemizing and reboxing the archives of the Western New Church
Union was completed in July.

Pastor Karen Feil was elected treasurer and Dell Rose was elected as vice president
of the Illinois Association at its annual meeting on April 26, 2025. Karen Feil joined the
New York New Church Legacy Fund Board of Directors in mid-2025.

Respectfully submitted,
Pastor Karen Feil, Licensed Pastor/Director, Swedenborg Library

THE LAPORTE NEW CHURCH
LaPorte, Indiana

President: Jane McFeaters
Vice President: Tammara Mounce
Secretary: Dawn Fox
Treasurer: Barbara Halle

We continue worshiping together every Sunday, except for the occasional ‘snow day,’
and two closures in summer, one during the annual SCNA Convention, and the other
during Almont Summer School. Our worship schedule has transitioned well for us as
each month we have two contemporary services and one traditional communion service
in the sanctuary. The other one or two Sundays are informal, meaningful, and appreciated
Coffee Talks in the Fellowship Hall, led by a parishioner, allowing a closer interactive
dynamic within our group. Attending virtually continues to be an option, usually with 3-4
participants, and we average about 10 people in-person. We are grateful for our dedicated
accompanist Mary Hedge who has served us since 1999.

It was with immense sorrow that we said farewell to three church members who
have passed into the spiritual world since spring of 2025: Mary Wenzel, James Fix, and
Jodell Johanson. We warmly welcomed into membership a teen, Mack Potucek, a life-
long Swedenborgian.

We also welcomed Michelle Boardman Cogswell onto the Executive Board as a
trustee, having the status of an Active Friend. We are grateful for her younger energy,
many helpful talents, and community-minded ideas. One of those initiatives was an
approved grant for an AED to be mounted outside of Manna House, making it available
to anyone within the vicinity in need of emergency care. In addition, our church agreed to
become a safe-zone center in the event of a community disaster where people can gather
or reconnect with loved ones, as requested by the City’s Health Department.

Our First Sundays Children’s Sunday School (Sept-May) is well-attended with 4-7
children who love their teacher, Dawn Fox. We offer childcare on those Sundays as well.

We were grateful to receive an SCNA Mary V.A. Baldwin grant that allowed us to
refinish the front sanctuary doors, which has given the church entrance a fresh, warm, and
welcoming appearance.

Financially, we have been blessed to continue to receive a grant from Illinois
Association. We are very aware that with our aging congregation, some of the generous
donations to the church will be decreasing. We always do our best to minimize expenses
by doing much maintenance ourselves. We also continue to hold several rummage sales
per year at Manna House which help offset operating expenses. We donate 10% of our
sales to local charities and services in LaPorte; for this reporting period, we gave just
over $700.

On February 15, we hosted a fare-thee-well gratitude party for Rev. Kit Billings as
he began new employment in Michigan. The congregation gave him a keepsake of a
photobook and their personal sentiments from his 13% years serving LPNC. In addition,
the Executive Board gifted him an extra two-week pay-period.
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From March to the present time, one to two times a month, CSS ministerial student
Dell Rose has been serving our church in conjunction with oversight from CAM. All
other Sundays are lay-led with several parishioners offering Swedenborgian-themed life-
meaningful messages, with time for discussion during the service and during coffee hours.

We end each worship service with “God is, and All is well.” And we believe that is so.

Respectfully submitted,
The LPNC Board

LENOX TOWNSHIP CHURCH OF THE NEW JERUSALEM
Norway, Iowa

No report submitted for Advanced Reports. Please see 2026 Journal for report.
VIRGINIA STREET CHURCH

St. Paul, Minnesota

President: Elizabeth Zeno
Vice President: Open
Secretary: Carla Abler-Erikson
Treasurer: Jeremy Rose

Our core weekly church functions enjoyed consistent attendance in person as well as
online. In addition to Sunday worship, the congregation engaged with Swedenborgian
ideas weekly in Bible study, Arcana study (reading Secrets of Heaven), and Swedenborg
classes. Thanks to a grant from the Tafel Fund, we were able to make improvements
to the sound systems for online and in-person participation in worship services and
classes. Rudy Caseres came to St. Paul in January 2026 as a consultant, adjusted our
current equipment and guided the purchase of additional equipment. The result has been
consistently better sound and visuals.

We were sad to say a final farewell to our long-time organist Sylvia Lange in June of
2025. Two years after suffering a major health crisis, Sylvia passed peacefully into the
spiritual world. Although we miss her, her passing has allowed her son, Erik Lange, to
resume playing music for church and helping out in innumerable ways. We are blessed
with a team of wonderful musicians who provide beautiful music for worship services.
The music remains one of our strengths and is stated as a reason for visitors returning and
becoming part of our group.

We have continued to find ways to build community in the congregation and build
connections with the surrounding neighbors. The church hosted the St. Paul Art Crawl
again in October and April, bringing hundreds of people through the building. On
Christmas Eve we presented a pageant for the community with new scenes, improved

lighting, a newborn baby doll, and description of how the characters in the story represent
different aspects of ourselves.

We continue to care for our beautiful old building, and keep the building available
for use by neighborhood organizations, 12-step groups and other rentals. We remain
concerned about securing property insurance that we can afford. We are grateful to the
Friends of the Historic Virginia Street Church for their financial support for a new boiler
and upcoming steeple repairs.

Respectfully submitted,
Elizabeth Zeno

GARDEN CHAPEL SANCTUARY
St. Louis, Missouri

President: Debbie O’Reilly
Vice President: Open
Secretary: Kei Pang

Treasurer: Duane Beougher

Worship and Congregational Life
The Garden Chapel Sanctuary (GCS) continued to offer Sunday morning services

both in person at the chapel and online, led by Pastor Paul Deming. Services were held
regularly throughout the year, with music provided by Gigi Darr and Henry Kress (piano
and keyboard), Parker Seely (bass guitar), Jacqueline Blanc (pipe organ via Zoom),
and Pastor Paul (guitar and vocals), along with occasional guest musicians. Audio and
video production continued to be supported by volunteers and updated technology
improvements funded in part through a Missions Fund grant for new camera equipment.

Throughout the year, we welcomed visitors from both the local community and across
the country. Online attendance continued to connect participants from several states as
well as international guests. Our wedding ministry succeeded in providing 10 weddings
in the past 15 months with the help of our wedding coordinator, Suzy Deming. Pastor
Paul Deming officiated weddings and offered pastoral support to individuals and families
within the wider community. We lost a treasured member in the passing of long-time
Swedenborgian, Marty (Martha) Mason. Marty’s celebration of life was officiated by
Pastor Paul and was attended by many who knew and loved her gracious spirit.

Special Events and Community Engagement
We proudly continued our tradition of hosting community-centered musical and

cultural events, including Beatlefest and the Eve of Christmas Eve concert. These
gatherings brought together musicians, singers, neighbors, and friends from across the
St. Louis area and strengthened the chapel’s role as a center for hospitality and spiritual
community.
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The chapel also hosted meetings and gatherings for local organizations and community
groups, while Pastor Paul continued to offer weekly guitar lessons to students of all
ages. Looking ahead to 2026, we are excited to expand our programming and outreach
efforts through the support of the New York New Church (NYNC) Legacy Fund. This
support will allow us to develop a more robust calendar of community events, educational
programming, concerts, and environmental activities that further strengthen our mission
of spiritual growth, ecological stewardship, and neighborhood engagement.

We are also deeply grateful for the Missions Fund grant awarded for the Sunday Concert
Series, which will help support live music programming and broaden our outreach to the
surrounding community. In addition, the Mary Baldwin grant allowed us to make much-
needed repairs to our plumbing and other structural concerns.

Conservation and Stewardship
The Conservation Easement Project in partnership with Open Space STL continues to

move forward as an important long-term commitment to preserving approximately two
acres of woodland on the church grounds for contemplative use and ecological health.
Plans continue for the Emanuel Swedenborg Nature Trail, which will feature interpretive
signage connecting the natural world with Swedenborgian spiritual correspondences.

Garden Chapel Sanctuary also remains an urban wildlife sanctuary and continues to
serve as a model for ecological stewardship within an urban setting. Support received
through Nature Partners Foundation has helped strengthen these environmental and
educational initiatives.

Leadership, Education, and Denominational Participation
Pastor Paul continued his active participation in the Illinois Association and remained

engaged in denominational life throughout the year. Both Pastor Paul and Kei Pang
attended General Council meetings and participated in discussions related to the future
mission and vitality of the church.

In addition, Pastor Paul completed his final year of studies at Eden Theological
Seminary, an important milestone that reflects his continued dedication to ministry,
spiritual formation, and theological education.

Financial Overview and Future Planning
The board continued to meet regularly throughout the year to oversee the ministry

and operations of the church. Garden Chapel Sanctuary remains grateful for the ongoing
generosity and support of the congregation, board members, the Illinois Association, and
the wider Swedenborgian community.

We are especially thankful for the receipt of grants and financial support from the
Gray Fund, the Missions Fund, and the New York New Church Legacy Fund. These
grants have strengthened our technological capabilities, supported expanded musical

programming, and provided momentum for broader community outreach and mission
development in the coming year.

Respectfully submitted,
Kei Pang, Secretary

KANSAS ASSOCIATION

President: Carl Helm
Vice President: Howard Bowman
Secretary: Veneta Lane
Treasurer: Roy Prescott

The Kansas Association met at the home of Toni Stimatze on Sunday, May 3, 2026.
The morning worship service was led by Tricia Prescott with the message, “This is my
Father’s World.” As we were gathered together on a beautiful deck out in the country with
the birds chirping, and children playing, the message was very aptly named. Afterwards,
a delicious meal along with much visiting was enjoyed.

The president of the association, Carl Helm, opened the meeting. The minutes of the
2025 annual meeting and the treasurer’s report were read and approved.
Reports for the past year from both Pawnee Rock and Pretty Prairie were given.
Both Societies have remained active in both their church life and within their respective
communities. Sunday school and morning worship services have continued except for
several bad weather times. In October we met jointly at the home of Toni Stimatze for a
service led by Rev. Billie Blair. We also continued what has become a wonderful tradition
of meeting jointly at the home of Carl and Connie Helm for a Christmas luncheon and
gift exchange. Lovely and memorable Christmas Eve Services were celebrated in both
churches. And in April, meaningful Easter services were held. Both churches are small in
number, but there is much love and commitment.
A short report sent by Rev. Jane Siebert was read.
Motions were made and passed that several donations be given.
It was discussed to perhaps meet once again for a joint service. A specific time and
place will be decided at a later date.
Elections were held for the slate of officers as well as two trustees. There was no
further business to discuss and the meeting was brought to an end.

Respectfully submitted,
Veneta Lane, Secretary
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CHURCH OF THE NEW JERUSALEM
Pawnee Rock, Kansas

President: Carl Helm
Vice President: Howard Bowman
Secretary: Veneta Lane
Treasurer: Linda Kraus

June, July, August and the first Sunday in September, our church only had only Sunday
School. The Adult Sunday School used the Dole Notes Books and also used some of the
YouTube material from Off the Left Eye. For the rest of the 2025 year we held Church
Services and Sunday School except on weather related days. These Services being led by
Connie Helm and Tricia Prescott.

On February 2 we held the annual meeting for our Church and combined the meeting
with a potluck dinner. After dinner we conducted the business meeting and election of
officers.

This Easter was a regular service and we are looking forward to the sunrise pageant
on April 5 of this year.

Last year’s Kansas Association meeting was held on May 4 in Pawnee Rock,Kansas.
Rev. Jane Seibert led the service and Carl Helm led the meeting. Elections were held
and the results were: President Carl Helm, Vice President: Howard Bowman, Secretary
Veneta Lane, Treasurer Roy Prescott.

On Oct. 5, members of both Kansas Churchs met at the home of Toni Stimatze for a
Service led by Rev. Billie. We then enjoyed a wonderful service and a great Lunch. A big
thanks to Toni and Billie.

On November 24, 2025, we enjoyed a great potluck lunch while we decorated our
Church for Christmas. We had a lot of helping hands.

Connie hosted the Christmas luncheon on December 10 at our home for both Kansas
Churches members and past members. We had good food, a fun gift exchange, and a great
time.

On December 21, during our Sunday School, we sacked 70 sacks of candy, nuts, and
fruit to be handed out at the Christmas Eve Program.

On December 24, at 5:00 PM, we had a beautiful Christmas Eve Program. It was
directed by Tricia Prescott and Anita Wilson. We had about 120 people in our church. It
was nice to have a large crowd. We rewarded people who participated in the program with
a $10 gift card. We also passed out candy sacks and fruit to all in attendance.

I want to thank all the members of the Church. Being a small Church, I think we
all seem to come together and everyone helps where needed. I’d like to thank, Tricia
Prescott, Roy Prescott, and Connie Helm for partnering to do the services, and Vivian
Bright plays the piano or organ when Karen is gone. Karen Hadley for her organ music.
Howard Bowman for being the Treasurer. I would like to thank Toni, Trica, Anita, and our
substitutes for all the work we do mowing and trimming at the Church and the Rock, and
trash removal on the Rock. Thanks to Anita Wilson for keeping the inside of the church
looking beautiful, and for taking care of the flower bed outside. Thanks also to Anita for

being the secretary of the board. Thanks to Tricia Prescott and Anita Wilson for directing
the Christmas Eve program. Also want to thank Chris Long and Megan Alexander for
being the readers and all others on stage and those who sacked candy and fruit. It was
a beautiful program. I want to thank Jennie Wilson for being organist for the Christmas
program. I would also like to thank my wife Connie who helps with a lot of extra things
that need doing for the church. I appreciate her doing the newsletter.

During this year, the church donated to the Barton County food bank $1500, Midwest
energy for Pawnee Rock residents behind on electrical bills $1000, a Larned after-prom
party $100, Larned Grade School students behind on lunch payments $200, Schlorship
$500, Samaritan Purse $1000, Pawnee Rock Fire Department $500, and Dan Heath injury
fund $500 for a total of $5,300 in community donations.. During our annual meeting,
we review the funding of the scholarships in the name of the Frank, Viola, Milton, and
Wilford Unruh family and the other gifts are given in the name of the Frank and Luelma
Hejny family.

Photos of the Church activities can be found on the church Facebook page. Our Church
was founded in 1888 and this completed the 137th year of our church in Pawnee Rock. I
sincerely hope God will bless this church with many more years to come.

Respectfully submitted,
Carl Helm, President

NEW JERUSALEM CHURCH
Pretty Prairie, Kansas

No report submitted for Advanced Reports. Please see 2026 Journal for report.
MAINE ASSOCIATION

President: Pastor Lorraine Kardash
Vice President: Martha Richardson
Secretary: Rev. Catherine Lauber
Treasurer: Rev. Susannah Currie

The Maine Association of the New Church gathered in November, 2025 for its 189th
Annual Meeting, bringing together representatives from Bath New Church, Fryeburg
New Church, Portland New Church, and the Fryeburg New Church Assembly, which
joined the Association last year.

The meeting was called to order by Pastor Lorraine Kardash, with opening prayer
offered by Spiritual Director Circe Moss MacDonald. In the course of the meeting,
members heard reports from each church community—reports filled with signs of vitality,
transition, and faithful service.

Fryeburg New Church shared news of steady worship life, with regular Sunday services,
monthly meditation services, and twice-monthly sound meditations. The congregation
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celebrated a successful fundraiser at the Fryeburg Fair, and is also nearing the goal of its
$25,000 capital campaign, thanks to generous support from members and friends.

At Portland New Church, a significant leadership transition took place as Pastor
Lorraine Kardash retired in September 2025 and Circe Moss MacDonald stepped into
the role of Spiritual Leader. The congregation continues to explore creative expressions
of worship, including Cosmic Mass, sacred sound, and sacred art, while the church
building serves as a lively community gathering place for dozens of user groups. A garden
revitalization project is also underway, and Circe has begun the licensed pastor program
with Dr. Rebecca Esterson.

Bath New Church welcomed Rev. Alison Lane-Olsen as minister in July 2025.
Alongside weekly Sunday worship and a newly established Sunday School, the
congregation has expanded opportunities for fellowship through meditations, nature
walks, and other gatherings. Supported by grants from the Swedenborgian Church of
North America, Bath continues to care for its church building while seeking new ways to
be a source of light, inspiration, and joy in the wider community.

The Fryeburg New Church Assembly reported another joyful summer season,
including its two-week camp, the annual Dole 3-Miler, and lectures from visiting scholars.
This year also marks 25 years of service for Rev. Susannah Currie as Religious Program
Coordinator, and 102 years of ministry for the Assembly itself.

The Association celebrated the transfer of Rev. Susannah Currie and Deanne Currie
from Members-at-Large to membership in the Fryeburg New Church Assembly.

During the business session, the annual distribution of investment income to the
churches was approved, and the following officers were elected for the coming year:

President: Lorraine Kardash

Vice President: Martha Richardson
Secretary: Rev. Catherine Lauber
Treasurer: Rev. Susannah Currie

The next annual meeting is planned for October 25, 2026, in Bath, Maine.

As the Maine Association approaches its 190th year, the annual meeting offered a
hopeful reminder that the New Church in Maine continues to grow in faithfulness and
creativity. Through worship, service, and community-building, each congregation is
finding ways to share the Lord’s love in its own setting, strengthening both the Association
and the wider church.

Respectfully submitted,
Rev. Catherine Lauber, Secretary

BATH NEW CHURCH
Bath, Maine

President: Rob Lawson
Vice President: Jake Fisher
Secretary: Gretchen Goodine
Treasurer: Cameron Young

The 2025-2026 year began with the hiring of Rev. Alison Lane-Olsen as our official
minister! We are feeling a great deal of joy on Sunday mornings as we gather for worship
and coffee hour. In addition to worship, we have gathered (typically Saturdays) for Bible
Study, book groups, “spiritual” nature journaling sessions, and Earth Day clean-up. In the
fall, we also participated in a community Bath Citizen Involvement Day. During Advent,
our very talented organist and pianist, Louine Gagnon, fills the church with an annual
Christmas Carol Sing.

Sunday School is offered every other Sunday. Highlights include a Christmas Nativity
Pageant on the Sunday before Christmas as well as a Children’s Sunday in June.

Our board members met once a month during the year, and volunteers helped keep the
church clean, hosted coffee hour, brought flowers for the altar and thought of all of the
little things that help keep a church running smoothly.

Electric candles were installed in the sanctuary windows this year - a labor of love -
and now radiate a warm, hopeful light after dark.

We were very grateful to receive two generous grants from the church. We also sent
out a fundraising letter in the fall, and are working on a few smaller projects to help with
fundraising.

Our normal schedule is to take a two month break (July and August), and begin a new
year starting in September.

Respectfully submitted,
Rev. Alison Lane-Olsen, Minister

FRYEBURG NEW CHURCH
Fryeburg, Maine
Chair: Susan Logan
Vice Chair: Open

Secretary: Stew Frost
Treasurer: Jennifer Layne-Eastman

Our biggest challenge in 2025 presented itself in May, when we discovered an error
had been made in Rev. Catherine’s visa paperwork, which resulted in her visa expiring on
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March 31, a year earlier than we intended. Upon the advice of our immigration attorney,
Rev. Catherine stepped down immediately from all ministerial duties at our church
pending the approval of an extension of her R-1 nonimmigrant religious worker visa,
which was issued in July. The extension is good through September of 2027, at which
time we will file for an extension petition that will max out her initial 5-year period in
R-1 status. Then we can file a petition for a new period of R-1 to reset the 5-year period.

We again partnered with other area non-profits to staff our Fryeburg Fair food booth,
which historically has been our single largest fundraiser annually. However, operating the
booth, even with help from other non-profits, has become more challenging every year.
We have an aging membership, and this year there was an absence of people able to step
forward to oversee multiple aspects of our operations. On April 26th, following a well-
publicized informational meeting with our members, our Board of Trustees voted to not
renew our annual lease agreement with Fryeburg Fair, thus ending a tradition that was
begun in 1953. Going forward, we hope to sponsor multiple, smaller fundraisers to help
replace lost revenues from the Fair.

We continue to make our space to available community groups, as well as regular
Saturday Tai Chi practice, twice-monthly Games Night with another Fryeburg non-profit,
and we host musical concerts throughout the year in our sanctuary.

Rev. Catherine has helped grow the Fryeburg New Church’s visibility significantly
within the greater Fryeburg community through a Tuesday morning coffee group, her
participation in the Clergy of the Eastern Slopes’ group and community events, and her
pastoral care sessions. She even organized a FNC bowling team this year to participate
in a fundraiser for the resource center serving the area’s housing-insecure and homeless
population. Under her leadership, our reputation as a caring and welcoming church has
grown and strengthened.

Respectfully Submitted,
Susan W. Logan, Chair

FRYEBURG NEW CHURCH ASSEMBLY
Fryeburg, Maine

President: Daniel Dyer
Vice President: Rev. Kevin Baxter
Camp Director: Dr. Emily Tergliafera
Secretary: Rebekah Greenwood
Treasurer: Robert Perry
Clerk/Asstistant Camp Director: Kristina Madjerac
Religious Programs Coordinator: Rev. Susannah Currie
Assistant Treasurer: Dr. Jesse White
Dole Three Mile Race Director: Jonathan Crowe

The Fryeburg New Church Assembly (www.fryeburg.org) held its annual summer
session this year from July 26 — August 10, 2025. Our first week theme was “God’s
Promises in the Bible” and second week “Practicing Heaven: How Can We Live Heaven
Now?” We welcomed Rev. Chuck Blair, pastor of NewChurchLive, as this year’s Rev.
Everett K. Bray Visiting Lecturer, who brought a vibrant energy to our lecture program
and camp atmosphere. Our Opening Weekend Program, this year with Rev. Sage Cole
and Rev. Susannah Currie that presented “Be Love, Be Honest, Be Useful” was exploring
these primary aspects of the Divine was well received with positive praise. Our religious
programming that was live streamed can be viewed on our Facebook or YouTube pages
at any time. The Twelfth Annual Dole Three Miler Road Race (www.dole3miler.com)
was held on Saturday, August 9, 2025. This event continues to be one of our biggest
fundraisers and this year had the largest registration numbers and the race was completed
in record time.

The Buildings and Grounds Committee completed a long list of much needed projects
this season. Tree damage on two of our cabins was not only repaired, but left the cabins
greatly improved. We welcomed a local arborist to walk through the campus to identify
potential future tree issues. An area in the teen girls’ dorm was sectioned off for the dorm
parent to meet insurance and ministry safe requirements. We updated our main restroom
to be ADA compliant (and beautiful!). Thank you to the Tafel Fund for supporting this
endeavor.

The FNCA Board of Directors continues to prioritize our kids and teens by offering
financial assistance to teens who want to attend the FNCA traveling from a distance or
to FNCA youth who wish to attend other Swedenborgian events and camps. And with
the support of the Gray Fund several of our kids and teens were able to attend retreats,
convention, Almont Summer School, and Purley Chase in England this past year.

We are pleased to now be recognized by the Maine Association as a constituent body
and now have a confirmation process for those who wish to call the FNCA their home
Swedenborgian community. We are looking forward to the 2026 session of the FNCA—
July 25 through August 9—focusing on “Our Favorite Bible Stories” the first week,
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and “The REAL New Church” the second. We will continue to offer hybrid options for
anyone, anywhere, to be able to join us.

Respectfully Submitted,
Rebekah Greenwood, FNCA Secretary

MAINE CENTER FOR SACRED ARTS AT THE PORTLAND
NEW CHURCH

Portland, Maine

President: Magnus de Rhuddlan
Vice President: Open
Secretary: Nanci Adair
Treasurer: James Coomey

This past year has brought significant changes for the Maine Center for Sacred Arts at
The Portland New Church: the retirement of Pastor Lorraine Kardash, whom we honor
as a beloved elder after many years of devoted service, and Eco Chaplain Circe Moss
MacDonald was invited to step into the role of Spiritual Director, and is on the Licensed
Pastor training path with the SCNA. Her work centers on earth-based spirituality,
ecological grief, and pastoral care for the spiritually unaffiliated.

Our Council has been renewed with focused and visionary leadership: Druid Priest
Magnus de Rhuddlan as Council president; Rev. James Coomey as treasurer; Rev. Nanci
Adair as secretary; and Jay Collier, Kristen Stake, Rev. Todd Glacy, Clement Amponsah,
and Karen Murphy as councilors-at-large. The new energy is inspired and growing. As
a Swedenborgian congregation founded in 1831 and housed in a 1908 sanctuary, we
remain grounded in Inner Light, Divine Love, and Usefulness. This year we began a
process of identity renewal, retiring much of the Christian specific language from our
documents and web presence and replacing it with interspiritual, eco-spiritual language
that more accurately reflects the diverse community that gathers here, while honoring our
Swedenborgian roots.

Our Sunday services are attracting more seekers and seeing better attendance: Cosmic
Mass (1st Sunday); Roots of Spirit with Rev. Nanci Adair and Circe (2nd Sunday);
Music for the Soul with Rev. Myra Robinson (3rd Sunday); and Sacred Arts with
Magnus de Rhuddlan (4th Sunday). We received statewide press coverage in three media
outlets, including the Maine Monitor. This visibility reflects our growing recognition as a
distinctive presence in Portland’s spiritual landscape.

The building is in active use every day of the week, hosting a diverse array of groups,
from Buddhist meditation and Sacred Harp Singers to breathwork, tango, recovery
groups, interfaith seminary workshops, and an after-school Art Camp.

Organizationally: we onboarded the GreenLux bookkeeping team, gratefully
received a $6,000 Building Fund loan for chimney removal and building improvements,
launched a careful Constitution and By-Laws revision, and adopted Basecamp for team

communication. The chimney has been removed, electrical upgrades are underway,
and Phase One of a professional garden revitalization significantly beautifies our front
entrance. Most joyfully: in March 2025 we counted 13 active members. As of May
2026, membership has grown to 24. Our new “Friends” category adds 18 more engaged
community members, bringing our total community to 42 people, more than triple
where we began. With that strong foundation, we host hundreds of people every year
in our Sanctuary. We consider that a flourishing sign of the vitality and momentum this
community is generating.

We remain grateful to the wider Swedenborgian network for its ongoing support,
and we continue to seek pathways for spiritual formation that honor both tradition and
innovation.

Respectfully Submitted,
Circe Moss MacDonald, Eco Chaplain/Spiritual Director

MASSACHUSETTS NEW CHURCH UNION (MNCU)

President: Rev. Kevin Baxter
Vice President: Rev. Dr. Donna Keane
Secretary: Pastor Kelly Milne
Treasurer: Mark Careaga

The Massachusetts New Church Union has continued to support the local churches
of the Bridgewater, Cambridge and Elmwood societies. We are happy to report that the
Boston Church has been a wonderful asset to the MNCU, and has been active in our
outings and meetings. This past year our combined outing and fall membership meeting
included a tour of a local art museum followed by dinner at a nearby restaurant.

The Bridgewater New Jerusalem Church, led by Pastor Kelly Milne, recently opened
a thrift shop and it has been well received by the local community. Rev. Dr. Donna Keane
continues to lead the Elmwood New Church and record services with the local cable
station. Rev. Donna and Pastor Kelly also continue to record their cable program monthly,
‘Pastor’s Corner,” and recently recorded their 23rd episode. The Cambridge Society is
holding services with the assistance of Ben Gunter, Chauncey Giles Ministerial Fellow
at the Boston Church on the Hill. Cambridge is also having work done to repair and
maintain their beautiful historic building.

Overall, the MNCU is working together and look forward to the opportunities that
come our way.

Respectfully submitted,
Pastor Kelly Milne, Secretary
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BOSTON SOCIETY OF THE NEW JERUSALEM/ CHURCH
ON THE HILL

Boston, Massachusetts

President: Stephen Dyson
Vice President: Janet Forbes
Secretary: Polly Baxter
Treasurer: Gina Peracchi

The Boston Society of the New Jerusalem officially rejoined the Swedenborgian
Church one year ago! It has been a busy year. One of the greatest highlights has been the
creation of the Rev. Chauncey Giles Fellowship, an immersive work experience designed
to provide practical ministry training and work for a student on the path to ordination in
the Swedenborgian Church. Benjamin Gunter is the inaugural student to fill this position.

Administratively, we have done significant work on the repair of the church’s finances,
which has not adhered to accounting standards for the past 25 years. We were about
rebalance the general and restricted funds appropriately, which enabled us to give grants
to the education of ministers and for the library to the Center for Swedenborgian Studies.

In addition to normal Sunday services, we held Ash Wednesday, Maundy Thursday,
and Good Friday services. We also coordinated the Boston Interfaith Homeless Memorial
service. Our Swedenborg Birthday Party and June 19th celebrations continue to be
highlights of the year.

We actively involve the community through both our music program and space usage.
Our music program continues to involve the community through offering nine to ten
concerts a year—each concert varies in theme, style, and performer. We also host a
variety of groups in our space free of charge for the purposes of community advancement.

We welcomed new members this year and hope to continue.

Respectfully submitted,
Rev. Kevin Baxter, Pastor

NEW JERUSALEM CHURCH
Bridgewater, Massachusetts

Moderator: Marie Benoit
Secretary: Susan Lemee
Treasurer: Open

The Bridgewater Church has had a busy year. We continue to live-stream our services
and post them on our website and YouTube channel. The views we get are encouraging
and we have begun to receive donations through our website.

Our Sunday School is active and the students continue to help in decorating the
chancel, as well as the garden outside. We continue to study Bible stories and the lessons
we find in them.

The biggest news we have is the opening of our thrift shop called Manny’s Closet. We
have been blessed with many donations from parishioners, family, friends and community
members. The reception we have received is beyond what we could have ever imagined.

As a small church, we have struggled with attendance for a number of years, but with
Manny’s Closet we are having many people ask about our church and theology. The
opportunity to share with community members has been a blessing.

“Get them in the door and God will take care of the rest!”

Respectfully submitted,
Pastor Kelly Milne

CAMBRIDGE SOCIETY OF THE NEW JERUSALEM
Cambridge, Massachusetts

President pro tempore/Vice President: Paulina Mirenkova
Secretary: Andrew Sciarretta
Treasurer: Mark Careaga

During this past year at Swedenborg Chapel, the Cambridge Society has been fortunate
to find new direction after the transitional period marked with notable challenges. The
officers and congregation have worked closely together, and with the Boston Church on
the Hill, welcoming a new phase of collaboration which has been both constructive and
refreshing.

After our Search Committee issued the call for a new minister last year, an unexpected
loss of rental income prompted us to reexamine our finances and pause the search. We
realized that with an uncertain income forecast, hiring a full-time minister may not be
possible in the near-term, though we plan to regain support for the full-time position as
a longer-term goal. With assistance from the Boston Church, Swedenborg Chapel has
hosted holiday services throughout the year.

Monthly Sunday worship services in Cambridge have been led by Ben Gunter, Ministry
Assistant at the Boston Church (Rev. Chauncey Giles Ministerial Fellow). Rev. Kevin
Baxter led our Christmas Eve candlelight service with over 70 people in attendance. Ben
Gunter led an Easter prayer service open house, as well as an Ash Wednesday service. He
also initiated a weekly online reading group which brings together members and friends
of both churches with lively, thought-provoking discussion and fellowship.

In March we said goodbye to our longstanding organist of 15 years, Angela Papierski,
and welcomed back organist Wendy Covell, who has provided music for weddings and
services at the church for many years. A number of weddings were hosted in the summer
and fall of 2025 with help from Kelly Milne, wedding coordinator, and Mark Careaga
pitching in at key moments.
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The significant snowfall we received this winter caused unprecedented roof leaks as it
melted. What had been a notable, but manageable problem in earlier years became severe
and immediate. We’re thankful for the hard work from Mark Careaga and coordination
with MNCU on the budgeting for these unexpected and much-needed repairs, including
electrical, plumbing, and signage upgrades. The roof repairs are being carefully planned
with contractors skilled in the construction techniques and materials used in this historic
building.

We’re currently planning for our annual meeting this spring and looking forward to
seeing folks this summer at Convention, being hosted here in Boston! As we’ve worked
to navigate the challenges of this past year with some success, we feel renewed confidence
to make the most of the year ahead.

Respectfully submitted,
The Officers of the Cambridge Society

ELMWOOD NEW CHURCH
Elmwood, Massachusetts

President: Roger Grindle
Vice President: Open
Clerk: Jennifer Horton
Treasurer: Rollie Locke, Jr.

It was a busy year in 2025 for our church. We have held services in our beautiful
sanctuary every Sunday except for three Sundays in January/February because of snow
and July when the minister was on vacation and Labor Day.

Our congregation has been faithful and committed to the spreading of the gospel and
the use of the church premises for outside groups and weddings and receptions.

In addition, we continue to enjoy the fellowship and relationship with the Faith
Family Life Church that meets in our sanctuary on some Sunday afternoons, led by
Pastor Peg Boucher who plays her guitar and preaches grace-filled rousing sermons to
her congregation.

The minister still convenes the monthly meetings of the East Bridgewater Clergy
Association where we meet in our church and discuss local issues and current situations
in town. In addition, we sponsor the Ecumenical Advent Service at St. John the Evangelist
Church. We also provide the Good Friday Ecumenical Service at St. John’s Church every
year with a service on the Seven Last Words of Christ at 3 pm.

The minister maintains a position as Vice President and Chair of the Committee of
Ministers for the Massachusetts New Church Union.

During the COVID-19 pandemic, we began to tape our services over the East
Bridgewater local TV station and have continued this as the response has been so positive.
This has been a blessing for the church’s outreach into the community.

Pastor Kelly Milne of the Bridgewater Church and Rev. Dr. Donna Keane have started
an outreach on the local TV station called “Pastor’s Corner.” It is a half-hour program
on varying subjects, started in December of 2023, around the issues of religion and
spirituality. We have completed 21 programs!

Respectfully submitted,
Rev. Dr. Donna Keane, Minister

MICHIGAN ASSOCIATION

President: Barbara Barber
Vice President: Marjory Leas
Secretary: Ian Barber
Treasurer: B.J. Neuenfeldt

MICHIGAN ASSOCIATION ANNUAL MEETING
OCT. 4, 2025, at Almont New Church Assembly

The meeting was called to order at 10:17 a.m. by President Barbara Barber.

Members present: Barbara Barber; President, Marjie Leas; Vice President, B.J.
Neuenfeldt, Treasurer; Tom Neuenfeldt ’25, Trustee; Mary Lou Jerrett *26, Trustee;
Barb Boxwell .28, Trustee; Rev. Renée Machiniak, Karen Burke, Rhett Billings, Sharon
Billings, Dorie Litchfield, Glenn Litchfield, Jan Milan, Jeanine Keller, Lori Patana.
Guest: Tamara Mounce

Rev. Renée offered a devotional in memory of Barb Tourangeau.

THE SECRETARY’S REPORT was approved as corrected:

Spelling in Retreat Center Report (winterization and unwinterization); time set for
2025 meeting was to have been 11:00 a.m. with lunch at 1:00; Teen Closet to read
Teen Storage Closet; spelling in Old Business (Dison to Dyson, Wayfair to Wayfarers);
spelling in Election of Officers (Jarrett to Jerrett).

TREASURER’S REPORT:

B.J. explained the change in heading from Income to Financial Schedule, as the
Association really has no income.

A message of thanks was received from Kurt Fekete on behalf of the 10 youth we
supported by providing full airfare for their trip to the retreat in England.

ALMONT NEW CHURCH RETREAT CENTER REPORT — Lori Patana:

Lori listed the many events held at the Center, including weddings, work days, filming
of a “Good Morning, Detroit!” tv spot, teen retreats, and family reunions.

The first Spring All-Adult Retreat was well-attended and has booked dates for next
year.

Lori expressed her gratitude for the work weekends and camp maintenance efforts by
teens and Transitions members, as well as help received with general clean-up from the
St. Clair County Probation Department.
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Projects completed include interior and exterior painting of the chapel and the rec hall
refurbishment, with funds contributed by the Association.

During the year, Lori volunteers locally with several organizations and churches.
ROYAL OAK CHURCH REPORT - Rev. Renée Machiniak

Rev. Machiniak’s written report was distributed and read and is on file.

OLD BUSINESS:

2025 Swedenborgian Church Convention: B.J reported that there was low attendance
at the annual Convention held in Portland, OR. Housing was in a hotel, where teens
enjoyed the pool, and there was a choice of local outings to attend. Teens led a church
service about different worship styles.

Adult Retreat at Almont: Scheduled for March 27-29, 2026; Rev. Sage Cole will
lead.

Satellite Gathering: Proposed for mid-Michigan in the spring of 2026. Rev. Renée
and Marjie Leas will work on planning.

New Ministries: Rev. Renée spoke about Rev. Lynn Chittick, whom she is mentoring,
and who is seeking a congregation to serve as well as to start a ministry at her home farm.

Other: Rev. Renée also reported on her experience at the recent Gathering Leaves
event at Temenos, which assembled women from all three branches of the Swedenborgian
denomination. This group plans to meet again in 2027, with a location in the West being
considered.

Convention 2026 to be hosted by the Boston Church; 2027 possibly in St. Louis.

NEW BUSINESS

Presentation of 2025-26 Budget: Suggestions of funding needs from the ANCA Board
were listed by Lori Patana, including the replacement doors on many of the buildings.
A line item of $10,000 for “Almont Repairs” was added, as well as increases for youth,
retreat/outreach/satellite planning, and minister’s travel. Motion to approve the budget
by Jan Milan was seconded by Barb Boxwell and carried.

Michigan/Ohio Associations Joint Meeting, Oct. 2026: Motion by Tom Neuenfeldt,
seconded by Rev. Renée, to explore the possibility of a focus on Leader Dogs for the
Blind School in Rochester, MI, checking into nearby housing where both groups could
meet and stay. Rev. Renée suggested the Capuchin Retreat Center, which she knows,
and will contact them about availability. A committee for this proposal was formed,
consisting of Rev. Renée, Karen Burke, Marjie Leas, Barb Boxwell.

Tom amended his original motion to empower the committee to make decisions about
date, place, etc. for the MI/OH Joint Association Meeting. Motion carried.

Nominations: The nominating committee placed Amy Little’s name in nomination for
the open trustee position due to Tom Neuenfeldt’s term expiring. No further nominations
from the floor.

Dorie Litchfield moved, Lori Patana seconded, that the secretary cast a unanimous
ballot for the slate of officers for 2025-26 as presented; motion carried.

President: Barbara Barber
Vice President: Marjie Leas
Secretary: lan Barber
Treasurer: B.J. Neuenfeldt

Trustees: Mary Lou Jarrett *26; Barb Boxwell *27; Amy Little ‘28
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE to be announced, as needed.

Meeting adjourned at 12:18 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Marjory Leas, Vice President

ALMONT NEW CHURCH ASSEMBLY AND RETREAT
CENTER

Allenton, Michigan

President and Director: Craig Carson
Vice President: Tammara Mounce
Secretary: Katie Carson
Treasurer: Betsy Aldrich

The Almont New Church Assembly completed another successful year of hosting
retreats, weddings, and other rentals, in addition to an outstanding Summer School
session. Attendance at the camp session continued to be strong, with all of our adult
housing at capacity, as we honored Joyce Fekete and her book about correspondences,
“The Magic Key.”

Throughout the year, the Executive Board continued to work on projects to repair and
improve camp spaces. This included new furniture for the Heritage Library, converting
the Rec Hall Classroom into a gathering space, and repairing structural damage in Big
House. The fire escape on the side of Big House is being replaced this Spring, along with
arbor upkeep and maintenance.

This year, our camp session’s theme will be The Seven Days of Creation: Swedenborg s
Guide to Our Spiritual Journey. We look forward to having some exciting new lecturer
as we explore how Swedenborg illuminates the Biblical creation narrative in a personally
relatable way.

Respectfully submitted,
ANCA Executive Board
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CHURCH OF THE HOLY CITY
Royal Oak, Michigan

President: Rhett Billings
Vice President: Sheila Linna
Secretary: Ian Barber
Treasurer: Barbara Barber

The Royal Oak Church of the Holy City offered hybrid worship services throughout
the year, meeting in-person at the Women’s Club and in our backyard garden, as well
as on Zoom. We were grateful to have some of our isolated members join us on Zoom
regularly. Our average attendance was 25 and we have confirmed 2 new members. We
are grateful to experience growth in our congregation. We offered monthly Theological
Thursdays that served to inform potential new members and spiritually enrich all who
attend.

We offered monthly Game Nights during the cold weather months to foster community
building, fellowship, and fun! We were grateful for our Sunday morning musicians:
pianist and vocalist Karen Billings, pianist and violinist/viola Karen Burke, guitarist and
vocalist Joel Palmer, and back-up musicians violinist/vocalist Jenni Burke and guitarist
Tom Allen. Weekly Church Updates were sent out to members and friends to keep
everyone connected.

Our church participated in our city’s “Clean Veterans Graves™ at Oakview Cemetery in
May and September. As the pastor, I continued to serve our city as a volunteer oncology
chaplain and volunteer police chaplain. I also continued as a volunteer with the Royal Oak
Lions Club, serving as a Director on their Board of Trustees. I attended monthly Interclub
Council meetings at Royal Oak City Hall as part of an effort to increase community
connections and networking. Along with several church members. I continued to serve
the Royal Oak Lions Club and rang bells for the Salvation Army Christmas Charity. I
participated in educational programming offered by Rev. Robert McCluskey with the
Chicago Library “Swedenborg and the Inward Turn,” and continuing education online
with Georgetown University, and Ministry Safe training.

I continued to serve as our denomination’s Youth Chaplain at the Almont Teen Winter
Retreat and the Memorial Day Teen Retreat. I worked with Rev. Sage Cole to offer our
first Adult Retreat at Almont March 28-30. Tammara Mounce and Jan Milan assisted with
the organization of the spring retreat. We are most grateful for their help. I participated
in the Midwest Peer Supervision in LaPorte, Indiana, May 19-21, 2025, and contributed
monthly to Deborah’s Tree Women’s Ministry. I served on the Planning Committee &
attended this year’s Gathering Leaves at Temenos Church.

I lectured at the 2025 Almont Summer School sessions, as well as served as a teen
sponsor for Valora Lucka. I continued to serve on General Council and participated in
COM meetings and Convention in June 2025 in Portland, Oregon. We are grateful for
all of our 7 Convention delegates: Tom and BJ Neuenfeldt, Marjie Leas, Barb Boxwell,
Chris Laitner, Marylou Jerrett and Craig Carson. I continued to mentor monthly
Licensed Pastors, Robbin Ferriman and Tassy Farwell, as well as mentored the newly

ordained Rev. Lynn Chittck. For my own support and guidance, I participated in monthly
Swedenborgian Pastors’ Support Groups & met with my Peer Ear regularly. I continued
to take guitar lessons and enjoyed this time for personal development. This year, I had my
second Covid infection in the spring and I have grieved the deaths of 6 friends, some who
I have served in our church family and then also friends Rev. Dr. Larry Austin, Randy
Wells and Louise Brown. This is a season of letting go and yet Joe and I celebrate our
25th wedding anniversary on October 14th!

I was guest minister with The New Church of Montgomery on Sunday, August 24,
2025, for their Homecoming celebration and they virtually joined our worship for a
Spiritual Field Trip on October 12th, 2025. It is the hope of our Michigan Association to
offer another Satellite group for our isolated Swedenborgians and guests in the coming
spring. Our church has created a new website with the assistance of our board member
Sheila Linna. We have begun a new outreach music ministry and enjoy weekly online
Bible Study with Rev. Glenn and Dorie Litchfield’s Kendall United Methodist Church.
We enjoyed a Pancake Breakfast at our Annual Meeting on November 9th & enjoyed our
annual Christmas celebration.

2025 STATISTICS:

1 BAPTISM: Curtis Gabriel Whitledge (7/12/25) Almont New Church Chapel; Karen
Burke Re-Dedication of Baptism 10/12

2 WEDDINGS: Mark & Amy Matthews (6/21/25) Grand Rapids Lakehouse; Brandon
& Claudia Tackett Blessing Svec 7/4/25

3 MEMORIALS: Alan Goldstein (4/13/25); Beth Sowles (8/13/25); Belinda
Meadows (11/21/25)

2 NEW MEMBERS: Jack Earls (4/20/25); Karen Burke (5/4/25)

Respectfully submitted,
Rev. Renée Machiniak, Minister

MIDDLE ATLANTIC ASSOCIATION

President: Rev. Rich Tafel
Vice President: Tirah Keal
Secretary: Rev. Shada Sullivan
Treasurer: Open

The Mid-Atlantic Association met on May 31st for its annual meeting. Officers were
elected as follows:

President: Rev. Rich Tafel
Vice President: Tirah Keal
Secretary: Rev. Shada Sullivan
Treasurer: vacant
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A treasurer will be appointed by the Executive Committee once a candidate becomes
available.

At the annual meeting, the Mid-Atlantic Association received the request from Rev.
Youngmin Kim that the New York Association merge with the Mid-Atlantic Association.
Members present at the meeting voted in the affirmative: to merge with the New York
Association, pending inquiry into all pertinent legal questions, which the Executive
Committee was empowered to explore and discharge.

Attendees at the meeting also received a report from Tirah Keal about her upcoming
church plant, Bloom Haven, to be situated in Huntingdon Valley, Pennsylvania. Once
incorporation, constitution, and bylaws for this new initiative are completed, Bloom
Haven plans on applying to the Association for membership as a constituent ministry.

Respectfully submitted,
Rev. Shada Sullivan, Secretary

CHURCH OF THE HOLY CITY
Wilmington, Delaware

President: Jean Dougherty
Vice President: Ed Lach
Secretary: Susan DeSantis
Treasurer: Rev. Nancy Piorkowski

We are very grateful for the blessings of a wonderful year!

In December 2025, we completed the fundraising match for the National Fund for
Sacred Places program, and in March 2026 formally graduated from the program with a
final site visit. This program allowed us to complete comprehensive masonry repair on
all elevations of our church building. Many thanks to all who supported our fundraising
efforts! In particular, we thank Kate Schutt for generously playing a benefit concert,
the Crystal Trust for contributing to the matching grant, and to Margaret Lindley, Jean
Dougherty, and John Kalmer, for working as the Fundraising Team. Additionally, we give
abundant thanks to Cathy Subick, Building Conservator with John Milner Architects, for
helping steward our restoration efforts since 2018.

In addition to our regular services, we have continued our hybrid discussion program
Journey of Faith: Exploring Spiritual Questions Together. Our Ministry Intern, Tirah
Keal, has continued Dinner Church and Children & Youth Ministry, as well as a new
monthly evening service: Sanctuary: A Place to Rest, Reflect and Belong.

This year we convened a Community Support Working Group, which has overseen
meal support for local Code Purple shelter nights, and food prep events to supply fresh
food to local free food refrigerators. We have also begun an on-site “Grab & Go Pantry”
which provides prep-free options for the food insecure, as well as a free clothing closet.
This is in addition to sponsoring a regular monthly lunch with The Ministry of Caring
Emmanuel Dining Room.

We have continued our concert program, featuring the Copeland String Quartet,
Diamond Swing Jazz, Ben Lougheed Classical Guitar, and The Bluescasters. In October
2025, we also welcomed Carl Siciliano, author of Making Room: Three Decades of
Fighting for Beds, Belonging, and a Safe Place for LGBTQ Youth, to the church for a
book reading and Q&A, which was an incredibly meaningful event.

We continue to welcome local advocacy group Green for the Greater Good to meet
in the church on Saturday mornings, and to steward vegetable gardens in the church
backyard. We rejoice that their efforts to create public greenspace at the Rodney Reservoir
site were successful this year.

Respectfully submitted,
Rev. Shada Sullivan and the CHC Executive Committee

CHURCH OF THE HOLY CITY
Washington, D.C.
No report submitted for Advanced Reports. Please see 2026 Journal for report.
SWEDENBORGIAN CHURCH AT TEMENOS
West Chester, Pennsylvania

No report submitted for Advanced Reports. Please see 2026 Journal for report.

NEW YORK ASSOCIATION

President: Rev. Youngmin Kim
Vice President: open
Secretary: Anna Martinian
Treasurer: Young Chon Min

The New York Association of the New Church was incorporated as a not-for-profit
corporation on April 11, 1883, and was thereafter dissolved by proclamation on October
15,1952. On October 27, 2025, the Board completed the re-registration of the corporation,
thereby restoring its legal status.

Because of the entity’s prior status, the Association’s checking account was closed by
the bank. The Board then took the necessary steps to establish a new checking account at
the same institution. In addition, the treasurer of the Swedenborgian Church recommended
that the Association transfer its available cash to another bank as a matter of financial
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prudence. During the reporting period, the Association also held an initial meeting with
the Mid-Atlantic Association to consider the possible merger of the two associations.

Respectfully submitted,
The Officers of the New York Association

KOREAN NEW CHURCH
New York, New York

President: Rev. Youngmin Kim
Vice President: Wan Soo Kim
Secretary: Young Chon Min
Treasurer: Ming Hao Ji

Although the past year brought many developments, the congregation’s worship of the
Lord continued without interruption.

The senior pastor officiated at two Resurrection services and continued to maintain
regular contact with members’ families while also providing ongoing pastoral counsel.

The church also visited Jesus Church in Seoul, Korea, a congregation shaped by
Swedenborgian theology, and agreed to continue in mutual fellowship and the sharing
of faith. In addition, both churches committed to cooperating in the work of presenting
Swedenborg’s teachings to Korean people living in the United States and Korea.

During the year, one outdoor worship service was held in a park in New Jersey,
and two luncheon gatherings took place at restaurants in the Flushing area, providing
opportunities for fellowship among members.

At year’s end, the church selected two organizations serving the Korean local
community and provided them with modest financial support. Assistance was also
extended to a member experiencing financial hardship, and additional donations were
made to the denomination, its seminary, and several affiliated institutions. For these
blessings, and for the meaningful and peaceful year that has been granted to us, we give
thanks to the Lord and to our neighbors.

Respectfully submitted,
Rev. Youngmin Kim

OHIO ASSOCIATION

President: Sue Ditmire
Vice President: Gloria Toot
Recording Secretary: Corina Fain
Corresponding Secretary: Anna Clem
Treasurer: Steve Dezeba

We had our regular yearly meeting on the first weekend in October, this year the
Urbana Swedenborgian Church were the hosts. In addition to our business meeting, we
had a program about interpreting Psalm 23.

In the afternoon we took a field trip to the recently opened Great Council State Park,
which celebrates both the Native Shawnee tribe and the early white settlers in the area.
Following the field trip, we enjoyed a wonderful buffet dinner at a historic restaurant
nearby.

In March, the New Church of Glendale (General Church), hosted a meeting to share
their intent to become more active in selling their church building. The New Church of
Montgomery has been meeting there, and the two groups have had friendly relations with
both groups joining in worship and activities.

The Chapel section of the building had been built in 1861 on land donated by Charles
and Mary Allen, who also paid for the building of the Chapel. It is in a historical
preservation area and is listed as a Historic Preservation building.

In the 1970s the Glendale Convention Society was diminished and sold the building
to the General Church Circle.

With some historical research and examining the deeds of sale for the building and
the sale in the 1970s. It was realized that the Allen’s intended for the building to stay in
Swedenborgian ownership for perpetuity.

The Executive Committee of the Ohio Association had a series of meetings
and decided to take action to protect the Swedenborgian interest in the building.
As this is being written, the New Church of Montgomery is in negotiations with the
Glendale New Church to possibly purchase the building.

Respectfully submitted,
Sue Ditmire, President

NEW CHURCH OF MONTGOMERY
Cincinnati, Ohio

No report submitted for Advanced Reports. Please see 2026 Journal for report.
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CLEVELAND SWEDENBORG CHAPEL
Cleveland, Ohio

President: Jack (John) Cashin
Vice President: Lois Krebs
Secretary: Janie Dzeba
Treasurer: Steve Dzeba

The Cleveland group is meeting on Sundays as a Bible Study group. We have four
active members at this time. Barb is a friend of Jack Cashin and joins us also.

We meet at Panera’s when the weather is cold and in different parks in the warmer
weather. Steve Dzeba leads our Bible Study group. He prepares a small luncheon for all
when we meet in the parks. When we use the Panera’s we have lunch together afterwards,
sometimes treating each other. We get inquiries from time to time about attending our
group, but usually nobody follows through on attending.

We studied the entire Bible using the Dole notes and now are rereading and studying
Heaven and Hell.

We are a close group and often see each other outside the Bible Study group.

On September 6th , Harry Anderson passed away in a traffic accident on his way home
from Lilydale, NY. He is the ex-husband of Lois Krebs and father of Naomi Anderson.
A beautiful service was September 27th at Brecksville United Methodist church, with
a luncheon served afterwards. Harry was a past member of the Cleveland Swedenborg
Chapel.

Respectfully submitted,
Janie Dzeba, Secretary

URBANA SOCIETY OF THE NEW CHURCH
Urbana, Ohio

President: Albert Cowen
Vice President: Open
Secretary: Corina Fain
Treasurer: Bill Coffman

Worship & Related Activities:
Weekly Worship Services include a Zoom option. Except for special services, we

continue holding a reading & discussion time during most services. We are reading
“Immortal Diamond” by Richard Rohr. Our discussions focus on contrasting and
comparing this book with Swedenborgian thought. We hold special services for World Day
of Peace, Epiphany, Palm Sunday, Easter, Earth Day, Pentecost, Thanksgiving, Advent,

and Christmas Eve. Services are led by Rev. Betsy Coffman and Robbin Ferriman, L.P.,
who function as a team ministry.

Meditation Group:

We continue with a weekly Zoom meditation and study group with several regular
attendees from outside the community and state.

Membership:

Three new members were joyfully confirmed into our faith and the life of our church
during this past year; Cassandra Koster, Eric Kauffman and Mary Belford.

Denominational Activities/Programs:

Convention 2025: 3 members attended our annual Convention in Portland, OR. in
June, 2025. One teen attended the youth program in person. Several other members
attended virtual events from home.

Ohio Association 2025: The Urbana Swedenborgian Church hosted our Ohio
Association Meeting in October 2025. The program included a video presentation and
in-person discussion of the spiritual meaning of the 23rd Psalm. This was followed by an
outing to the Great Council State Lodge, which celebrates and honors the history of the
Native Americans and European settlers of the region, and dinner at the historic Simon
Kenton Inn. The Sunday service and Communion were led by Rev. Betsy Coffman and
Licensed Pastor Robbin Ferriman.

Community Outreach & Connections:

Two 12-step meetings are held in our church weekly, and we continue our Wedding
outreach. A number of church members volunteer their assistance at the Johnny Appleseed
Educational Center and Museum at special events and/or to assist with other needed tasks.

Donations were made to the “Caring Kitchen” community shelter, the school
“Backpack Friday” program, an area Haitian food drive, and the Johnny Appleseed
Foundation/Museum.

Respectfully submitted,
Rev. Betsy Coffman, Minister

PACIFIC COAST ASSOCIATION (PCA)

President: Rev. Junchol Lee
Vice President: Nancy Leras
Secretary: Benjamin Gunter
Treasurer: Jennifer Lindsay

The Board of the Pacific Coast Association’s (PCA) activities for the year included
virtual board meetings, the 105th Annual Meeting of the PCA, which was held virtually
on October 15, 2025, and Peer Supervision, which was held virtually on April 25, 2026.
The PCA approved grant proposals totaling $6,000, which serve to support its constituent
ministries.

The PCA continues to hold its programming virtually in odd-numbered years and
in-person in even-numbered years. The PCA plans to hold its 2026 Annual Meeting to
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coincide in location and time with the West Coast Retreat in September 2026. We are
hopeful that this coordination will enhance participation and community.

The need to solidify and clarify Society and Association membership requirements
remains a topic of continued discussion.

Three vacancies on the PCA Board are expected in 2026. The PCA encourages any
members seeking a role in the life of the Association to consider nominating themselves
for one of these vacancies. Of note, the PCA wishes to recruit at least one new Board
member from Southern California. Those wishing to join the Board are encouraged to
express their interest in advance of the September 2026 Annual Meeting by contacting
Ben Gunter (or another PCA Board Member).

We continue to be grateful for the support of our denomination and all those within
our Association who contribute to the continued vitality of our tradition in the Western
United States.

Respectfully Submitted,
Benjamin Gunter, Secretary

AGAPAO CHURCH
Santa Ana, California

Licensed Pastor and President: Pastor Jae Hyon Chung
Treasurer/Secretary: Hyon Jin Chung

1. Summary of Activities
Since May 2025, Agapao Church has transitioned its ministry to adapt to the current

needs and health considerations of its members.

Fellowship and Support: Due to health issues among members, we have not held
traditional in-person weekly worship services. Instead, we gather once a month at a
member’s home for a shared meal and fellowship, focusing on supporting one another
through personal life challenges.

Digital Ministry Expansion: Our primary focus has shifted toward a robust digital
presence. The YouTube channel “Agapao ComeUnity” continues to serve Korean viewers
interested in Swedenborgian teachings and general spiritual matters, maintaining a steady
growth in viewership.

Next Generation Outreach: We have launched a new channel, Next Generation
Swedenborgian, specifically designed to present Swedenborgian concepts in a modern,
accessible format for younger generations.

Technological Integration: The 2025-2026 year has been a significant period
of preparation and education. I have focused on personal study and mastering new
technologies, specifically learning how to utilize Al for video production. This investment
in digital tools is intended to enhance the quality and reach of our content as we support
others on their spiritual journeys.

2. Current Officers

As the church is no longer operating as a traditional administrative structure, previous
members who held official position stepped down. To streamline management, Hyon Jin
Chung has assumed all administrative responsibilities, effectively taking over the duties
previously held by Sandy Kim and Tae Hwa Jo.

Respectfully Submitted,
Pastor Jae Chung, President

THE GARDEN CHURCH
San Pedro, California

Chair: Carl John
Vice Chair: Dottie Wine
Secretary: Belyna Bentlage
Treasurer: Reneé Almaza

Friday, May 1st marks 11 years that we have been making church together at 429 W.
6th St. in the heart of downtown San Pedro. We celebrated with a treasure trove giveaway
of gently used items to parents in our community and on Sunday, May 3rd we celebrated
the anniversary with a community meeting, special worship service and carrot cake.

Last summer all 3 of our Pastoral Staff members made it to the Annual Convention!
It was a gift to be with our siblings and we were grateful to be there. This year Revs.
Dave and Amanda will join virtually and Pastor Connie will be in-person. Also in June
we participated in our community’s annual Pride Flag raising. In August we were blessed
to have the soon-to-be-Rev. Tirah Keal for her long step. She was a great addition to our
community and people still speak fondly of her time with us. We added a chalk board for
community prayers and it has been such a gift to provide a place for our community to
share prayer concerns which range from requests for healing, gratitude for pets, to prayers
for people around our world.

The fall brought us an opportunity to upgrade our sound system and battery storage
thanks to a Gray Fund grant. Throughout most of the year Pastor Connie, Rev. Amanda
and members of our community were involved in the work of a group called Harbor Peace
Patrol. We were routinely met with gratitude from scared neighbors for the 8 months ICE
was present in our community conducting raids throughout LA.

Thanks to a generous grant from the NYNCLF arriving in January 2026 we began
holding Saturday Open Gardens at the beginning of March (after taking the month of
February to write, advertise and interview people for 4 new positions at the church!).
The positions are all very part-time (just a few hours a week) but are enabling us to
be open when we otherwise would struggle to recruit more volunteers or stretch staff
hours. These weekly open garden times allow more of our broader community access to
the garden and allow more opportunities for special events including a workshop being
hosted this weekend on container gardening (growing vegetables in 6-8” pots). The
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NYNCLF grant has also enabled us to provide a salary to our Licensed Pastor, Connie.
Connie’s commitment to her agreed upon hours was already firm but the church board is
thrilled to be able to offer her compensation for her labor. The NYNCLF grant has also
enabled us to provide more professional handbill cards to our community advertising
what we offer at The Garden Church, as well as a regular stock of meal replacement bags
for hungry people who come to our gates throughout the week. Lastly, the NYNCLF
grant has allowed us to further solidify our connection with a local organization called
Harbor Connects. Harbor Connects provides wayfinding services throughout the Harbor
Gateway area as well as microgrants that help people who are in urgent need of flexible
funds, like new tiers to get to work. A staff member from Harbor Connects joins our
worship and eat together time once each month to help anyone present find and access
services as well as answer questions. It has been meaningful for the The Garden Church
Board to receive monthly updates on individuals served through this vital work.

We have also been strengthening our relationships with the peacemakers in our
community and recently hosted a film night titled “The Power of Community: How Cuba
Survived Peak Oil.” The evening included Cuban food, a guest speaker, screening of the
film and an opportunity for members of our community to connect and share from their
own perspective including those who are Cuban-American. Twenty-seven people took
part, and it was a meaningful and moving evening. In May when our Port-town hosts
Fleet Week we will join with the peacemakers in hosting an event for the simultaneously
held Peace Week. We are planning to open our garden in the afternoon to welcome people
in to take part in spiritual disciplines praying for and moving towards peace.

We are also growing a deeper more connected relationship with St. Peter’s by the
Sea. In addition to providing food once a month, one of the members connected us with
Zac, the mind behind the makeshift traveler backpack. Pastor Connie and members of
the church will help receive our first shipment of these backpacks (the donation is being
funded by St. Peter’s by the Sea) the week after Easter. We are excited about what this gift
will mean for many members of our community.

This past year in the garden has been one filled with tender moments, miracles, and
blessings. We are eager to see what our Lord has in store this coming year.

Rev. Dr. Amanda Adams Riley, Lead Pastor. On behalf of The Garden Church Board,
Rev. Dr. David C. Brown, and Licensed Pastor Connie McOsker

SAN FRANCISCO SWEDENBORGIAN CHURCH
San Francisco, California

No report submitted for Advanced Reports. Please see 2026 Journal for report.

HILLSIDE, AN URBAN SANCTUARY - SWEDENBORGIAN
SOCIETY OF THE EAST BAY

El Cerrito, California

President: Alex Rush

Vice President: Open
Secretary: Rev. Dr. Jim Lawrence
Treasurer: Dr. Rebecca Esterson

We are pleased to report that Hillside, an Urban Sanctuary, and the Swedenborgian
Society of the East Bay have had a very positive and fruitful year.

We continue to meet on Sundays for a contemplative service, which combines
traditional and meditative formats, and includes a weekly sermon and lively open
discussion, followed by social hour, and hold a total of four weekday small groups, led
by Rev. Muller, including our Swedenborg reading group, a Gnostic Gospels reading/
meditation group, as well as our “Good Play” mindful gaming group and our new “Angel
Healing Group” led by our congregant Rev. Jacquelyn Zavaleta. Our average Sunday
service attendance is at roughly 20-30 people, continuing an upward trend which has
been consistent over the years. A special addition to our music programming has been
a new arrangement with the East Bay Early Music Society, one of the several musical
groups which meet regularly in our space, which consists of the group providing different
musicians from their ranks to play at our service every 6 months.

We continue to organize “Spiral Lectures,” talks on alternative spirituality, on a roughly
monthly level, which draw both members and newcomers. A generous grant from the
New York New Church Legacy Fund has enabled us to expand our lectures to include
renowned, well-known speakers and to optimize our capabilities of enabling hybrid
participation and other A/V based options, such as high quality recording, advertising
and outreach.

We resolved a major flooding issue at the parsonage basement through the installation
of a french drain, gutters, and a drain pump, as well as working on issues on our
downstairs spaces, including repairs on the asphalt area which is used by our primary
tenants, Bay Area Kinderstube. An exciting new project for the coming year will be a
major improvement to our “church library,” with the aid of a grant from the Pacific Coast
Association, which will enable us to organize our books, purchase new books, including
a complete set of the New Century Edition of the writings, new bookshelves, etc. We
consider the making available of Swedenborgian and related content and literature part
of our mission, as we tend to cater to a quite intellectual and inquisitive demographic.
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https://harborconnects.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aeM5emtaVC0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aeM5emtaVC0
https://thehomemoreproject.org/traveler/

We will have several members of Hillside attending this year’s General Convention,
and are excited to continue cultivating our very good relationship with the denomination
and fellow Swedenborgian ministries.

Respectfully submitted,
Rev. Thom Muller, Pastor

WAYFARERS CHAPEL
See report on page 12
THE NEW CHURCH OF THE SOUTHWEST DESERT
Silver City, New Mexico

No report submitted for Advanced Reports. Please see 2026 Journal for report.

SWEDENBORGIAN CHURCH OF PUGET SOUND
(DBA SWEDENBORGIAN SPIRITUAL COMMUNITY OF
PUGET SOUND)

Redmond, Washington

No report submitted for Advanced Reports. Please see 2026 Journal for report.
WESTERN CANADA CONFERENCE

President: Gordon Schellenberg
Vice President: Kelly Kennedy
Secretary: Colleen Wiens
Treasurer: Ardith Francis

Our Annual General Meeting was held May 3,2025 in Edmonton, Alberta at the
Church Of the Holy City. Membership criteria was distributed with the AGM materials
prior to the meeting. The licensed pastor program was discussed. Three members have
signed up for the program, Kurtis Schreiber, Leah Fleming, and Linda Reed. There was
also interest in an online group for confirmation classes. WCC received a generous
donation of $10,000.00 from Therese Wheeler, a long time member. We are very grateful
for the donation. Paulhaven Children’s Camp resumed for the first time in five years, July
2025. There were only 8 campers, but on all accounts it was a huge success! Planning
is underway for 2026, hopefully this year the camper numbers will increase! WCC had
a Zoom mid-winter meeting February 25, 2026 and a spring meeting May 6, 2026. Our
Annual General Meeting will be held September 26, 2026 in Edmonton,Alberta at the
Church of the Holy City. Sad news, Dianne Gayle Roesinger, of Calgary, Alberta passed

unexpectedly into the spiritual world December 30, 2025. She was a very active member
in our church and contributed so much to our Paulhaven Children’s Camp. She will be
dearly missed.

Respectfully submitted,
Darlene Sawatzy, Saskatchewan Representative

CALGARY NEW CHURCH SOCIETY
Calgary, Alberta

The Central Office received a formal communication that the Calgary New Church
Society voted to officially fold their society in the 2026 calendar year.

CHURCH OF THE HOLY CITY
Edmonton, Alberta

President: Ardith Francis
Vice President: Kelly Kennedy
Secretary: Kurtis Schreiber
Treasurer: Barry Reed

Edmonton Church of the Holy City hosted the Western Canada Conference meeting
on May 3rd, 2025. It was wonderful to gather together with members from Manitoba,
Saskatchewan, Alberta, and British Columbia.

The Edmonton Church Annual General Meeting was held in April this year, with all
positions filled.

We are working towards some refurbishing in the Sanctuary. Some of the small
projects, such as new lighting, new paint, and flooring in the foyer and stairway have
been completed.

Last summer we were able to repair the outside stairway at the church entrance. The
grounds also received some landscaping attention. More to be completed this Summer.

Linda and Barry Reed have held over a dozen weddings in our chapel. We are
revamping our website, ourweddingchapel.com, to generate more traffic to the church.
We are expected to host many more this season and even booking into next.

Linda Reed, Kurtis Schreiber, and Leah Fleming are looking forward to the Licensed
Pastor Program. We are grateful to have interest from our members in this program.

Linda Reed held Christmas Eve, Good Friday, and Easter services. Kurtis and Kelsey
Schreiber baptized their son Jack at the church last fall.

Paulhaven summer camp preparations are in full swing. The camp theme this year
is Zootopia. Camp Paulhaven 2026 will be held July 19-25. If there is any interest in
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volunteering as staff, sending a camper aged 8-16 to participate or to sponsor a camper,
please reach out to the camp committee at paulhaven.camp@gmail.com

Respectfully submitted,
Ardith Francis, Secretary

VIRTUAL
RAINBOW CHURCH OF THE NEW JERUSALEM
Minister: Rev. Colin Amato

The mission of the Rainbow Church is to create a safe virtual space where LGBTQ+
folks and allies interested in Swedenborg and the New Church theology can come together
in community without the barriers or challenges of physical geography.

In addition to weekly worship services live on Facebook, including Virtual Communion
on the 3rd Sunday of each month, Rev. Colin also represents the Rainbow Church
regularly at in-person events in his area and offers pastoral counseling. The Rainbow
Church provides a number of virtual spaces for LGBTQ+ spiritual seekers to connect:

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/rainbowchurchswedenborgian (156 followers)
Website rainbowchurchswedenborgian.org (135 unique visitors/month on average)
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/@The RainbowChurch (8 subscribers)
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/the rainbowchurch/ (83 followers)

Threads: https://www.threads.com/@the_rainbowchurch (3 followers)

Bluesky: https://bsky.app/profile/therainbowchurch.bsky.social (3 followers)

We invite you to support the efforts of this vital ministry by following The Rainbow
Church on these platforms and liking/commenting/sharing posts. Your engagement
makes a difference, helping to spread the Rainbow Church and SCNA’s message of love,
acceptance and inclusion.

This ministry is successfully providing safe spaces for the LGBTQ+ community
to learn about and explore the New Church theology and Swedenborg, experience
unconditional love, acceptance and validation so desperately needed during these times
of targeted hate and erasure, receive support, and grow spiritually. The Rainbow Church
is devoted to continuing to build this ministry of care and spiritual nourishment for the
Queer community.

Respectfully submitted,
Rev. Colin Amato
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SPIRITUAL SUNSHINE: A SWEDENBORGIAN
COMMUNITY ONLINE

See report on page 12
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BYLAW AMENDMENT FOR ANNUAL CONVENTION
AMENDMENT PROPOSAL ON ARTICLE XX

Whereas Article XX of the General Convention of the New Jerusalem in the United
States bylaws pertains to the governance and maintenance of the property at 16th Street,
NW Washington, DC, which was been sold on November 21, 2025, the General Council
moves that Article XX be repealed but that the article continue to retain the number XX
for future use.

Article XX. TheNational-Church
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CHURCH STATISTICS AS OF DECEMBER 31, 2025

Affiliated Number of
Ordained Active Potential
Association (Conference) Churches Ministers Members Delegates
Active | Inactive

Eastern Canada (ECC) 1 O 2 59 7
Illinois Association A 1 2 58 7
Kansas 2 0 1 54 7
Maine 4 0 7 69 8
Massachusetts New Church

Union (MNCU) 4 1 (5] 84 10
Michigan 2 0 3 59 7
Middle Atlantic 3 0 7 103 12
New York_ 1 0 1 13 3
Ohio 2 i | 3 37 5
Pacific Coast (PCA) (= ) 23 188 20
Western Canada (WCC) 1 O o0 65 8

At Large n/a n/a n/a 2 2
Unknown Affiliation nfa n/a 18 . nfa
Church Membership Sub-Total 30 3 n/a 793 96
COoM nfa n/a 73 n/a 73
General Council (lay officers

and members) n/a n/a n/a n/a 9
Total Possible Delegates 178
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APPENDIX

NYNC LEGACY FUND
SERVING THE LARGER NEIGHBOR
BY REV. ROBERT MCCLUSKEY

In keeping with its stated mission, the New York New Church Legacy Fund is
committed to maintaining a Swedenborgian presence in New York City and surrounding
area. We do this by supporting “innovative works that provide useful impact toward
greater inclusion, social justice, and leadership for resilient communities.” Here now is
a summary of grants made to 16 nonprofits in the greater New York area in 2026, listed
according to our four focus areas.

Basic Needs

Ali Forney Center: The nation’s largest organization dedicated to protecting LGBTQ+
youth from homelessness. It offers emergency and transitional housing, medical and
mental health services, and educational and vocational programs to youth aged 16-24.

Holy Apostles Soup Kitchen: The city’s largest emergency feeding program, serving
over 5,000 meals weekly to individuals in need; also offers a pantry program, meal
outreach, and a monthly Sunday Supper, all in an atmosphere of respect and hospitality.
The organization is committed to nourishing not just the body but also the spirit.

New Destiny Housing: Operating in all five boroughs, providing permanent, affordable
housing and supportive services to survivors of domestic violence and their children.

New York Common Pantry: This org aims to reduce hunger and promote dignity, health,
and self-sufficiency among food-insecure New Yorkers. The organization addresses both
immediate food needs and long-term stability.

POTS (Part of the Solution): Based in the Bronx-based POTS offers comprehensive
services to individuals and families facing poverty and homelessness. Its offerings include
a community dining room, food pantry, legal and immigration services, and job training
programs. Also addresses immediate needs and long-term stability and self-sufficiency.

Environment / Climate Change
New Jersey Environmental Justice Alliance: A statewide coalition of residents,

scientists, and lawyers fighting toxic siting in low-income Black and Brown neighborhoods.
It offers EJ policy boot-camps that helped grassroots leaders draft the landmark 2020
NJ Environmental Justice Law.

New York—New Jersey Baykeepers: Acting as the citizen “Harborkeeper,” Baykeeper
restores oyster reefs, litigates polluters, and runs pump-out boats that have planted
8 million oysters and preserved 3,000 acres of habitat around the nation’s busiest port
since 1989.

Staten Island Greenbelt Conservancy: This org stewards 2,800 acres of forests,
trails, and nature centers—New York City’s largest contiguous green space—through
environmental education, citizen-science, and volunteer re-forestation.

We Stay/Nos Quedamos: Born from South Bronx anti-displacement struggles, this org
advances community-owned affordable housing, green design, and cultural programs so
longtime residents can “stay” amid rapid rezonings.

Equity / Social Justice
CAAAV Organizing Asian Communities: Since 1986 CAAAV has built tenant unions

in Chinatown and Queens to fight eviction and gentrification. Its bottom-up model seeded
NYC’s first Chinese-language tenant union bylaws. (Committee Against Anti-Asian
Violence)

Jews For Racial & Economic Justice: JFREJ mobilizes progressive Jewish New Yorkers
in coalitions for police accountability, immigrant justice, and anti-antisemitism work.
Notably, its “Jews Against White Nationalism” campaign helped pass NYC’s first
municipal white-supremacy resolution.

The Audre Lorde Project: A community-organizing center run by and for
LGBTQ People of Color, working for community wellness and progressive social and
economic justice. Projects include training street-medics and safety alternatives to
policing in Brooklyn and Queens.

Spirituality / Wellness

Connections at Home NJ: Combatting senior isolation by pairing home-bound elders
with social workers and providing easy-to-use tablets - decreasing feelings of isolation
and depression through its tech-supported programs.

DevOUT: A progressive Christian nonprofit, aiming to reclaim the gospel as a message
of inclusion, transformation, and hope for all people. The organization challenges far-
right religious narratives through digital media, community organizing, and educational
resources, focusing on empowering queer Christians and their allies.

Little Brothers-Friends of the Elderly: This org tackles “extreme aging alone” through
weekly visiting teams, holiday meals, and intergenerational outings for isolated seniors
in five U.S. cities.

Interfaith Works of Central New York State: Through education, service, and
dialogue, Interfaith Works focuses on building racial and religious equity, and fostering
understanding across diverse communities. Its three main programs focus on: refugee
resettlement services; community dialogues to promote cross-cultural understanding; and
Center for Healthy Aging to help seniors remain independent and socially connected.
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