thelVlessen

Official Publication of the Swedenborgian Church

Published by the Swedenborgian Church of North America

Volu

me 249 « Number 5 «September 2025

2025 Swedenborgian International Summer Camp Teens at Warwick Castle.

International Summer Camp 2025:
Fun, Faith, and Friendship

By Kurt Fekete

(SCYL) teenagers from the Uniteled to a lost day and rebooked tick
States joined teens from the UK,-Gdor most of this trip, Purley was sp
many, and the Czech Republic for theacular. Albeit sometimes a bit crg
2025 International Summer Camibut also quite spectacular.

(ISC25) at Purley Chase Retreat-Cen Our first day overseas began wi
tre. Thirty-eight teens in total! Is it-craour of London. As leader of the Ner
zy to take two big groups of teenagast group, this was Saturday, but
ers departing from two different-aiMidwest group that experienced trg
ports on red-eye flights to Heathrodelays was able to do a very similar

and then spend an entire day touring Confinues on page 8

Created in the Image of
God: Imago Dei and DEI

Dr. Rebecca Esterson, Dean of C

reflects on how being made in Gc
image is a call for diversity, equality,
inclusion.

ow. What an adventureLondon? For many people, perhaps ;—.:f
Fifteen Swedenborgiarbut not us! And even with challeng|re
Church Youth Leagueflight delays for the Midwest crew the

Celebrating
WHESOQES

Fifty Years of Ordination

A personal reflection on t
first woman ordained in th
Swedenborgian Church

North America in 1975, Rev. D
Dorothea Harvey written by Chr

Laitner.
Page 93

Ten Years in the Garden

The Garden Church celebrates
years of worship, breaking bre
and community.

€T, :
e:§Swedenborg|an Church of

ZAyan Francisco

The San Francisco Church is the
[Hesatured ministry oswedenborg.arg
MTheir pastor, Rev. Junchol Lee,-con
teénplates the question, “What is-a re
IM&Jion?” and the Rev. Dr. Devin Zuber
tehres his Juneteenth sermon from
1when he guest pastored this summer.
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A Swedenborgian Summer

Have you ever wanted to attend
summer camp at either Almont or
Fryeburg? Hear from those who have
figured out how to swing both!
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Message from the President
Spiritual Conscience and
Speaking Truth to Power

The Year of the New Jerusalem: 2025-26

most careful ninre promised “the foul transactions shall be probed to
teenth-century read the bottom and the thieves punished.” But his report

ers, Major General Ethan Alwas suppressed. He accused many in Washington
len Hitchcock, brought a stir hiding dirt to protect themselves and their friends.
ring challenge to unethi He was never able to get any proper response to h
cal behavior by the Americanfficial report, and nothing was ever done.
government that | find my  In writing on Swedenborg nearly fifteen years lat
self contemplating about a lo¢r, Hitchcock consistently notes the importance of
these days. Together with CS®noring the spiritual conscience that is implant
board member Rev. Dr. Lewis Shaw and CSS stuby God in every human being. He reflects that
dent Michael Goos, we are working on an enharm@dconscience is the special place where-the Di
scholarly edition of Hitchcock’s remarkable 18&8e often seeks to trouble us around our peor in
book, Swedenborg, a Hermetic Philosopher.  tentions and actions that violate spiritual irtegri

Named after his famous grandfather, the Revald sabotage spiritual formation. The very purpos
tionary War hero, Ethan Allen, Hitchcock after ho§ good religion is to awaken the conscience sinc
West Point graduation performed a long career théd so often buried—
included serving in Abraham Lincoln’s White Houset dead, however,
cabinet as chief advisor to the Secretary of WarbEd only sleeping. He
win Stanton, where he was a favorite of Lincoln amides, “In whomsoeve
one of two people who stayed with the presidahisconscience is prop
dead body for two days after the assassination. &hgyawakened, a fire i
had shared an interest in spiritual ethics, and in faised which burns ang
Hitchcock was quite principled about spiritual etpbnsumes everything
ics in his career, which often put him in challengogposed to its own ha
circumstances from a moral point of view. ture. If anyone doubts

As history now reads Hitchcock, his hallmarkhss, let him study
the role given him after the infamous Indian Remthe nature of the cen o, Ethan Allen Hitchcock
al Act of 1830 that authorized the U.S. governmscience, and see how un
to negotiate treaties with Native American tridmts eompromising it is; that it can neither be bribed nor
of the Mississippi River for their removal to feddrabdwinked; that it is ubiquitous, and is everywhere
territory west of the river. Put in charge of overggesent with its subject.”
ing the removals and treaties, Hitchcock incréasinglt is worth noting that in Swedenborg’s famed
burned with fury over the actions of the federal gour “Rules of Life,” one of them is “to keep the con
ernment in carrying out the new law. Keeping reatience clear.” Hitchcock certainly tried to do that.
of notes and records as he attempted to corredtiaive American communities and historians still
rors, obvious deceits, and crimes by the U.S. gowsrebrate Hitchcock’s courage of conscience. Hi
ment and to protect Native American Indians frdok on Swedenborg elevates the word “conscienc
horrible abuses, he attempted to deliver a brutal re
port to Congress. Continues on page 97

O ne of Swedenborg’s He concluded “the air is full of scandals” and
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International Summer Camp 2025: Fun, Faith, and Friendship

(continued from cover)

[i]

of London on Sunday. As tired as Wée high-domed present structunse sleepily dragged ourselves back
were and despite missing our friendsis completed in 1710. We exploreéd Euston, where we ate a quick din
from the Midwest, our self-guided touhe beautiful interior, and many ofer and boarded our exhausted legs
was fantastic. We traversed Londondyr group traversed the 528 steps apto the train to Atherstone. A short
Underground (the Tube) as well as thethe Golden Gallery for the amazingnety-minute nap later, we arrived at
classic red double-decker buses. Vilav of the London skyline. We evehtherstone station, where we piled into
soaked up as many sights and as miat the opportunity to join in a uni a taxi van to finish the remaining three
culture as we could during our brieson community prayer at the top of thailes of our journey through the Eng
but intensive London visit. hour. lish countryside to Purley Chase Re
Our first stop after we dropped our Next, we hopped over to the Lortreat Centre. Our Purley hosts, Anne
luggage at Euston station was-Calon Eye to peer across the Thanmssd Rev. David Gaffney, were there
ent Garden. This open-air markeRiver at Westminster and Elizabetb warmly greet us with biscuits and
was a delight of bustling activity witlower (Big Ben). Then we were off tea. After a little conversation, we each
its many shoppes, street performettse Graffiti Tunnel to gaze upon théound our way to our rooms for some
bakeries, and souvenir booths. Aftgreet art and spray artists at work. \Weich-needed rest.
lunch, we carried on to St. Paul's Caven had the chance to leave our owrAfter a sound and solid twelve to
thedral. The original cathedral churainarks on the graffiti-covered walls. fifteen hours of sleep, we awoke to a

was founded on this site in A.D. 604. Finally, as evening approached, Continues on page 85

Teens from the Midwest (top left) and
Northeast (top right) meet up at the airport
to travel to the UK. On the day they arrived
they went sightseeing around London: St.

Paul's Cathedral (bottom left), London skyli
(bottom middle), and Tube surfing on the
London Underground (bottom right).
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Continued from page 85

bright, sunny Sunday marking thE
starting day of ISC25. Teens and st;
leaders drifted in throughout the a
ternoon, with our own group from the
Midwest wearily arriving from Lon
don at the dinner hour. Once everyoff'
was settled in, our evening began
a review of the rules, along with sor}
icebreaker games to help us begi
meet our new friends. We closed-Sy
day night with a Vespers service bef ;"'
heading off to bed. "

Our ISC25 theme for the week w3
TheFour Essential Elements: Earth
Water, Fire, and AirThese four ele |

ments are not only material, but deek

spiritual. Religious and sacred texts fo Every morning opened with a brief
cused on these four essential elemeMiEtins chapel service followed by two
They are the tools of the mystic, arsgssions with a tea break at 1AN0
they still speak to us and guide us saparating the class time. Activities,
our journey. Each day of ISC25-fegames, and outings were held in the af
tured a different element with sessiotesnoon. After dinner, we gathered for
crafts, activities, and discussions #special evening event. The evening

cused on that element.

closed with Vespers. Matins and Ves
pers services were mostly led by teen
groups.

Monday'’s theme, led by Jenny Jones,
wasEarth. Jenny focused mainly on
two stories, Mark 4:1-9, the Parable of
the Sower, and the Clay and the Potter
from Jeremiah 18. Jenny reminded us
that on earth, we are a work in prog
ress, being formed and reformed over
and over. When we die, we are set and
dried as the pot we have created. We
are glazed in the spiritual world, then
fired as a completed pot in heaven. In
the second half of Jenny’s session, after
eleven o'clock tea, we each got to work
with earthen clay to form our own pots
and unique creations.

Continues on page 86

Boy, the teens packed a lot in on that first
day! Riding a double-decker bus (top left),
Camryn adding to the Graffiti Tunnel (top
right), tea with the Moomins (middle left),

and exhaustion finally taking over on the
train (middle right). After an epic journey
cursed with cancellations and delays, the
Midwest teens (left) finally arrived on Sunday,
in London, ready for their adventure!
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Fun, Faith, and Friendship understanding divine principles anthe teens broke into groups and per

Continued from page 85

applying them to life, leading to spiformed skits that demonstrated the

itual purification and enlightenmentcorrespondence of water.

For the Monday afternoon
activity, the teens formed int
teams, chose a country to-re
resent, and played zany Oly
pic games on the lawn. It wa
fun to see the teens dress
and paint themselves in th
colors of the different flags @
the nations. In the evening}.
we played games like Ger

In the afternoon, we
strolled to the nearby village
of Atherstone for shopping
and swimming at the town's
recreation center. The visit
to the local candy store is al
ways a sweet treat. For the eve
ning activity, Meg Delderfield
hosted a fun quiz night (triv
ia). Is a bat really faster than a

al Box and salmon?
Find the Wednes
Peas (that day was our
one might outing day.
have been This was a
a bit too big highlight
loud) before of the ISC25
heading off week. We
to bed. took a break
Tues- from our el
day, Wa- ement theme
ter day, was and after
led by Andy | morning
Leather. He Matins, we
discussed| _ took a char
Noah and tered bus to
the Flood Warwick,

(Genesis 6-8) and leq
breakout discussion groug
about water. We learneg
that water, in general, €0
responds to truth. The sto
ry of Noah and the ark
teaches us that a flood ¢
falsity can come over ug
and we can feel like we a
drowning. But with God’s
help and the help of you
friends and people yo

where we enjoyed a beau
tiful afternoon at Warwick
Castle. The castle was-orig
inally the site where Wil
liam the Conqueror estab
lished a motte and bailey
fort in 1068. The existing
stone castle has endured
sieges, fires, and rebellions
and has undergone many
restoration projects. It now
is the home to wonder
trust, you can build an ark ful exhibits, displays, and
to keep you afloat. activities including three
In spiritual terms, just as water{s eshe International Summer Camp theme of highlights that we witnessed: the War
sential for natural life, truth is essentiad025 was the four elements. Top element, of the Roses, which depicted the fa
for spiritual life. Truth, especially aseartth‘ mea”ttwork'”g clay. d'-eft ?'em.em' mous 1455 conflict between the House
derived from the Word of God, neurslf”ni_e;'i&fiﬂdpgiﬁi”r;‘ge|2geﬂ§rf§;T:;‘§antof Lancaster and the House of York

ishes the soul, supports growth iR Wisynderstanding and respecting this force. With jousting, stunt horse riding, and
dom, and aids in the process of spirittihe center element, air, led to an afternoon

al regeneration. It acts as a medium for of kite flying! Continues on page 87
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Continued from page 86

sword fight
ing; the Fal

which includ

Jones, a veteran firefighter, and | le
the two morning sessions. Steve t3
ed about his work as a firefighter a
showed his fire-fighting gear and wh
he carried. He made a point to me

coner's Quest, tion that he always carried a prayer

his pocket. One brave teen put on all

us; and a showfuel, and oxygen). The absence of
featuring the mighty trebuchet, Britof the three elements or the three g

ain's largest siege machine, that Jenmnts in the wrong balance preveif

dubbed the “throwy thingy.”

Our group had ample time to-ex Then | discussed the spirituad al

fire from starting.

plore the castle grounds, view thects of fire. Fire corresponds to Ig

many English historical exhibits insidg desire, both positive (loving/heal

the castle, and climb the castle towesaly) and negative (evil/hellish). THh

More than a few of us enjoyed propspecific nature of the love or desire
English fish and chips and various igends on the context in which the fi

cream desserts.

ed a display Steve’s equipment. She was surprij
of numerous by how much it weighed, even witho
birds of prey the additional air tank and mask. Ste
swooping and explained the three elements of the f
soaring abovetriangle and how they need to be
and around perfect balance for fire to occur (he

is mentioned. To understand the-sp

After returning to Purley and eatific meaning in any given passaggighbor, the world, and self, and{elat
ing dinner, Andy organized many @fontext is crucial. Whether a fire id it to the balance of the fire triangle.
the staff members to present a murdgineficial, representing warmth and | went on to discuss in detail the in
mystery to the teens. Costumes wefiglightenment, or harmful, reprener meaning of the Bible story of-Mo
fully engaged, and after much delighienting consumption and destructioses and the burning bush (Exodus 3).
ful banter and deliberation, it was dialigns with the nature of the love or dn this story, a bush on fire is like an
covered to be Brigadier Balderdasfire depicted in the scripture passagea we have acquired that has de
with the sword, in the billiard room. | talked about maintaining a balanegeloped in our minds over a period

Thursday was the day Fare! Steve of the four loves: love to the Lord, thef time, but has not yet become big

enough to seem very important. The
fire is the divine love that inspires the
idea and moves us to go out and do
something great for someone else. The
idea is suddenly on fire!

In the second part of our session,
Steve took us outside and demonstrat
ed some fire activities. Teens got the
opportunity to hold fire in their hands!

Continues on page 88

Every day was filled with social activities as
welll On the first day, the teens participated
in lawn Olympics (bottom left). The teens,
including Derek (upper left), were assigned
countries and dressed up and painted
themselves in the country's colors. The next
day, the teens walked to town (upper right) to

enjoy the local community.
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Continued from page 87

citing too. Both physically and spir
tually, we need not fear fire but i
stead recognize it for what it is and
sure that we use it to our benefit, npt
our demise. The staff decided to gi
the teens a free afternoon off from our
busy schedule to rest, paint their clpy
pieces that they made, and play fr|s
bee, football (soccer), volleyball, ahd
rounders on the lawn.
Thursday night, Rev. David Gaffne}
led a meaningful outdoor Holy Com
munion service. This was followed by
a bonfire where we shared campf|ré
songs and enjoyed roasted marsh
lows. We closed out the evening wi \
a game of Lost Potato, a capture-tie=
flag-type game that Steve made pp
that involves finding, trading, and d¢ S s T
livering potatoes to your home base 2 Pickiodgiaing
Friday, our last full day at ISC2§,
was all abowir. | read a few storieg
from the Bible about breath and wingg
the words in scripture most akin to afi
Air corresponds to thoughts and t :
intellectual aspects of the mind. Just
air provides the atmosphere needed

Wa(v on the high seas
Causing mutiny

lectual and spiritual atmosphere nec
sary for the life of the mind and spirif
Wind can represent both the positi
influx from heaven and the negati
influx (aflux) from hell. For instanceg
when Scripture mentions Jesus <all¥
ing the wind and sea (Mark 4:35—-4
the wind symbolizes a turbulent,-he
ish influx that is subdued by Divin
intervention.

Continues on page 89

to top), English Countryside (middle left),
Charlie locked in the stocks (middle right),
and a joust between the Yorks and Lancastg
(bottom).
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Thus, wind in spiritual terms ca
denote the powerful influence of bot
Divine truth and evil falsities, depenc
ing on the context in which it appea
in the Word. | discussed how we a
not our thoughts, but rather our-ag
tions. We give influxes from heavg
and hell “life” when we act on the
and make them our own. When
choose to act on the heavenly or h¢
ish thoughts in our mind, they beco
a part of us and
lead us down &8s
a chosen path.jge
Our collee
tive choices ul
timately deter
mine where our R
soul finds its do
main and takes
up eternal res &8
idence. | also
led a short four-
square breath
ing exercise thatf

Nothing says camp like a traditional campfire! Rosie (left) makes the ultimate
marshmallow stick!

to the States. The Mid that stirred me to truly appreciate the
west group had moreSC25.
travel troubles, and our When | look back, | see dining
own group from the Eastroom tables filled with campers from
managed overcrowdedlifferent countries mixing and talking
trains and closed Wn together. | see teens, young and old,
Charlie prewvi derground routes toprancing about the lawn, playing and
ously recorded A @ | Heathrow. Neverthe laughing. | see small groups of youth
for me. less, we all managed tplanning, building, learning, growing,
The second section of the session@#t back home by Sunday evening. debating, and pondering.
air was led by Andy. The teens pairedNow, as | reflect back on my time What | saw was a thriving commu
up, built, and decorated homemad¥ Purley, I think of the amazing timaity living in love and service to one
kites. Later that afternoon, we walk&¢e had together. | think about all thanother. | witnessed the heartfelt care
to a local park high above a quarry aldighter and silly times we had. Yai staff members Holly Bauer, Erika
flew our kites! More than one roun8€e, the focus of this trip was-neearing, Heather Oelker, Kathy Tafel,
of Let's Go Fly a Kite was sung durirgj much about seeing London. Ndenny, Steve, Andy, Rob, and Meg for
this activity. that that wasn't a grand experiendée teens. | saw David and Anne-com
For our ISC25 closing evening, & wasnt about visiting a magnificenhg out of retirement to serve Purley
party was organized. We cleared @@stle, as exciting as that was. It waSliitse and make this event possible.
dining room of tables and chairs-de@ven about listening to Bible storielswatched Anne and her dedicated
orated, brought in snacks, and set [gnrning about our church teachingsifchen crew generously and graeious
for a barn dance! Everyone dancéd,discussing the correspondencelypreparing three meals each day, al
swung, and circled around the room tBe four essential elements. Importantys friendly, and always with fresh
Harriet's selections played by DJ Ste@g.those things were, there was minch coffee every morning. | saw the
The teens played a round of musid@pre to this experience than sightseare, mentoring, and leadership that
chairs, too. The party went on for quit@9 and learning. This event was abdhe young adults showed to the yeung
some time. finding community, friendship, ander teens. It didn't matter what ceun
Saturday morning, we said odpve for one another. It was the actiotry they came from or how well or how

goodbyes and began our long trek b&fithe teenagers and the young adults Continues on page 90
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Continued from page 89

long they knew them. It was beautif il

to watch the young adults help a

guide the younger campers. There §ife

some amazing and thoughtful yourj

leaders emerging at Purley. ,
| had the opportunity to speak g

Friday night. Here, | had a chance
personally thank everyone for mag\
ing ISC25 and Purley not just a cam
but a home. The love, attention, a
care that everyone took to welcomefin
strangers from foreign lands was-no P<
ing short of miraculous. | could go op
and on with examples of this, but thefe
are just too many memories to list gw — e
erybody and everything. | also spokd at == |5 ‘% =\
that closing Vespers service about fhe | =88 " J
need to take the love that we found jat .
ISC25 and bring it out into the world ’ = J i y (
that so desperately needs our love AP : ;
attention. This is our call and ouf..
mission.
All the teens, young adults, a
staff members at Purley now havee
place in my heart. | emerge from ISCEE
a different person. A better person
pray that everyone who came to IS

ﬁ i

Continues on page 111 e %)

On the final night, the teens enjoyed an
evening gala (above right) followed by an & | | N\ ) ,
after-gala party (right)! On Thursday night, . n . 8y

Rev. David Gaffney led an outdoor Holy -0 ~ o I , ‘o

Communion Service (below). —
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Created in the Image of God: Imago Dei and DEI

By Dr. Rebecca Esterson

Preamble: On Wordplay
iblical interpreters from ancie
Btimes to today have delighted i
wordplay as a method for mea
ing-making. An example of biblicg
wordplay for Swedenborgians mig
be found in Genesis 2:23, whereby t
first human created turns to the-seg
ond human created and announc
that she is “bone of my bone and flegh__
of my flesh.” In a Swedenborgian i
terpretation, via correspondences,
signifies the sense of autonomy, or
sense of selfhood that every perso
given by God so that they can have
full range of human, embodied expe
ence. The fact that the Hebrew wo

with disabilities (Americans with Dis
abilities Act), among others.

In our present moment in the Unit
ed States, we are witnessing a shift
away from policies that support Di
versity, Equity, and Inclusion. Execu
tive orders made by the president and
countless efforts at the state and lo
cal levels are removing protections
for those who are otherwise excluded.
Such orders have been aimed at,for ex
ample, the Smithsonian Museums, the
Arlington National Cemetery, the- Li
brary of Congress, elementary school
classrooms, universities, etc. As we wit
ness such a shift in our national dis
course and in our laws, it will be-nec

for “bone” has the same root as thRebecca Esterson attending a recent publi€SSary for people_ of faith to gr(_)und
word for “self” (etzem/atsmi) is a playlemonstration with signs inspired by Idaho their efforts of resistance in the simple
on words that can be used to discoveglementary school teacher Sarah Inama. truths of their faith.

aspects of these correspondences th
might resonate in our own interpreta
tions (se&ecrets of Heag&ho).

inclusion from her classroom.

%{na resisted anti-DEI efforts in her district our Swedenborgian theology— cel
that required her to remove messages of

ebrates the diversity of human forms
in light of Imago Dei, paving the way

a deep theological grounding for Dfor an embrace of the fullest possi

Imago Dei and DEI

versity, Equity, and Inclusion. If-ewble inclusion in our communities and

Some theologians in our preseaty person reflects God’s image, thestitutions.
moment are exploring the wordplagvery individual has inherent dignity,
available between our contemporamprth, and value. This understandinghago Dei and DEI in the Writings
discourses about Diversity, Equity, anaturally calls for justice, respect, aofiSwedenborg

Inclusion (DEI) and the ancient notioninclusion in all aspects of society.” Firstly, it is worth noting that the
of Imago Dei (Dei being the genitive “DEI” is a new phrase for an idekhatin phrase Imago Dei appears fre
form of the Latin word for God, Deus)hat has a long history in the Uniteduently in the writings, and not just in
Christian theologians have historicalBtates: that people who are not otreference to the form of human beings.
used Genesis 1:27 as a starting paniise included in our institution#\ll of creation, the whole universe, in
for understanding the nature of divirshould be included, for the sake ofuding every plant and animal and
ity in relation to humanity. That “Godequality and diversity. It is an idea thaven the soil of the earth, is created in
created humankind in His own imagean be traced, for example, througod’s Image. We find the phrase-Ima
became known by the Latin shorthahaws enacted for the inclusion of worgo Dei used this way, for instance, in
Imago Dei and used this as a framen’s votes (T9Amendment, 1920) for Divine Love and Wisdd85: “The
work for discerning ways that the hthe hiring of veterans (Veterans-Prehiverse, therefore, which is God’s im
man form—in body and spirit—re erence Act, 1944), for the outlawingge, and hence full of God, could only
flects God’s form. of racial and other forms of discrimbe created in God from God.” Qua
“You can't take DEI out of Imagaation in public places, employmente Universum, quod est imago Dei,
Dei,” writes religious scholar and therand federally assisted programs (Cafilinde plenum Deo, non potuit nisi
pist Naomi Ruth, “The concept of ImaRights Act, 1964), for the rights of imquam in Deo a Deo creari (See also
go Dei—the belief that all humans areigrants (Immigration and NationalDivine Love and Wisd&326). Every
made in the image of God—provideay Act), and for the rights of people

Continues on page 92
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Created In the Image of Go

Continued from page 91

created thing reflects the form of the Who make these two universal-prin
Creator, and the extraordinary vari
ety on display in the world around us
reflects God’s form “as in a mirror”

(Heaven and He8b6).

Our Swedenborgian
theology celebrates the
diversity of human forms in
light of Imago Dei, paving
the way for an embrace of

d be made up of the people of ore re F

ligion only. It needs people from
many religions; so all the people

ciples of the church central to their
own lives have a place in that heav |§
enly person, that is, in heavBi (
vine Provideng826 [10])

A healthy community will func
tion like a body, with various mem-=
bers fulfilling different functions, an
the whole will be more harmonious that rejects notions of a single ideal
its members are valued for what malesm, or of souls merging into an in
them unique, rather than for whadistinguishable unit. Rather, heaven is

d "No Kings" protest in Oakland, California.

makes them the same. The face-is an ecosystem, like earth, whose health
other useful model for understandirdgpends on the participation of ceunt
this principle precisely because no tless different species. This is a model of
are the same. Divine inclusion that can inspire new

The human body is just one exam  For this reason no one has a faceV&Y> of thinking about our communj
ple of God’s image, then, but itis a use exactly like that of any other; for €S and our country. What would it
ful one. If we seek a model for how the each orie face is an image of his M€&n to imagine that our country is
form of God’s image requires the har mind; and in the spiritual world it Made more perfect, not by unison, but
mony of diverse parts, we need look nois an image of their ruling love. In by the harmony of different parts?
further than our own bodies. particular, everyone’s delights are of | believe that we, as Swedenborgians,
infinite variety. It is impossible for are called to do what we can to create
any one delight to be exactly like communities that include those not
another, or the same as another, ei gtherwise included, to create societies
ther those that follow one after an \yhere all people are able to participate
other or those that exist together at contribute, for the sake of the full
the same time, no one ever being the . , .
same as anotheddaven and Hell expression of God'’s creation.

God gave our souls flesh and bones,

. . 8486).
tensely alive than the organic forms, ) God gave each of us a sense of self, so
which they serve as ligaments, cov  Finally, the whole of the spirtuthat we can be sub-creators, in God’s

erings, and supports. If there are to al world operates like the body, witfhage. We must, in-turn, honor the
be all these elements in that heaven various different parts working togethiignity and selfhood of all who walk
ly person who is heaven, it cannot er harmoniously. And here we find thie planet with us, who are also created

most provocative mago Dei. We are created in God’s
idea in this cel image, not to be and look all the same.
lection of ideas: God’s form is as diverse and as beauti
that heaven isfy| as the cosmd8

made more per
fect the more >
diverse parts it} y;
has. “Perfection S
comes from vari %\ -
ety even in heav [ 5
en” Heaven and l}g ‘
Hell 856, als®@e
crets of Heave
"No Kings" protest in Oakland, California on June 14, 2025. One of&R80). Thisis an
largest days of protest in U.S. history. idea of heaven

the fullest possible inclusion
in our communities and
institutions.

We know that there are within
us not only the parts formed as or
gans from blood vessels and nerve
fibers—the forms we call our-vis
cera. There are also skin, mem
branes, tendons, cartilage, bones,
nails, and teeth. They are less in

Dr. Rebecca K.
Esterson is the dean of
CSS and the Dorothea
Harvey Professor

of Swedenborgian
Studies. She teaches
in the Department

of Sacred Texts and
Their Interpretation at
the GTU in Berkeley,
California and is a
member of the Swedenborg Society of the
East Bay.
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Fifty Years of Women In Ministry:
Rev. Dr. Dorothea Ward Harvey

By Chris Laitner

D

tending my first full annual Conven

uring the last week of Juneast, was 103 for, 23 against, with-8 &kemitic languages. She attended Co
1975, | was at Urbana Colstentions. Dorothea’s ordination woulldmbia, gaining her Ph.D. in Literature
lege in Urbana, Ohio, -at take place on Sunday, June 29, 197%f Religion in 1960. She continued to
Dorothea’s background and -créeach and travel. In 1968, she became

tion of the General Convention of thdentials were impeccable. Her fatherofessor of Bible Studies at Urbana

Swedenborgian Church as
a registered, voting delegaje—ms
of the Michigan Assoeiafg
tion. | had been a Churchi
member all of my life, sa :
this convention process w252
fascinating. This particu §
lar annual Convention wa
potentially a pivotal poin
in the life of the Church, =&
as the delegates would ¢
the final vote to determin
whether or not to ordain
the first female minister i
the Church’s history.
Constitutionally, it had
been determined that there
was no prohibition; how

Dorothea Harvey in Jordan in 1966.
She started working at Urbana University shortly after this.

College. Decades later, she
retired from Urbana Uni
versity with Honor Roll
status for her work and -lat
er, a chapel named in her
honor. After her 1975 -or
dination, Rev. Dr. Har
vey was appointed Chap
lain for Urbana College
and was called as the-par
ish minister by the Urbana
Swedenborgian Church.
She was truly “home” in her
teaching, counselling, and
ministry.

Over several years, | had
the pleasure of working and
meeting with Rev. Dr. Har

ever, history listed only male minisvas the minister of the denominaey. She became a friend and mentor,
ters since the Church began. This n&ean’'s Philadelphia church, and Dordout | didn't experience her as a-pro
possibility generated a major studiyea’s schooling through high schof@ssor or parish minister, so | asked
by the Council of Ministers, withwas at Friends Schools. She entefieehds for input.

much discussion and written materidlellesley College, graduating in 1943.Rev. Ron Brugler attended Urbana
shared with all members of the Churdthen she entered the Navy's WAVESollege. During his time there,
throughout the United States angrogram and for three years workedorothea Harvey assisted in getting
Canada. Debates and delegate dis¢be area of communications. Leavihgs draft status changed, provided
sions were held at recent annual cohe Navy, she became an adjunct igclasses that contained scholarly-infor
ventions. At this 1975 convention, bgtructor at Wellesley and also begamation delivered in a warm, friendly,
its majority vote, the Council of Min Master’s of Divinity at Union Theo and conversational manner, and pre
isters voted to recommend the ordingical Seminary. Her interest in-Bitsented him with a completed applica
tion of Dr. Dorothea Harvey, professdical archaeology led her to the Netion to the Swedenborg School of Re
of Biblical Studies at Urbana CollegEast to visit museums and to partidigion, telling him that he “only had to
for ordination into the ministry of thepate in various research projects. Aftgite an essay.” She had a great impact
General Convention. This year's-dekearning her Master’s in Divinity, shen his life.

gates were being asked to cast the fiaaght at Milwaukee-Downer College Sue Ditmire recalls being a member

vote. It was a pivotal moment.
The delegate vote, with 134 voterd to travel and became proficient in

and Lawrence University. She centiof the Ohio Association in the 1970s

Continues on page 94
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Continued from page 93

and being part of a group of wo
who were drawn to Dorothea’s -wjis
dom. Dorothea led weekend free
flowing gatherings for these progig
sive women who benefited from Ing
knowledge, social concern, and-spi
tual guidance.

Mary Ann Fischer, also an ORHi(
Association member, spent seve
years as our denomination’s lay 1€

resentative to the National Coeu
cil of Churches during the years t
Dorothea Harvey served as a re
sentative minister serving in area
ecumenism and social justice. T
often roomed together in the hosti
hotels and became good friends. M
Ann spent one year at Urbana Colld
and Dorothea officiated at Mary An
wedding.

Ron, Sue, and Mary Ann have fg
memories of Dorothea’s minister
presence and preaching in the Urb

N

ary

:ge,
n's

Almont Women's Auxiliary

By Katie Brown

nd he Almont Women’s Auxiliaryhistory who have made its legacy pos

ia1 meets each July during Almorttible. A genius idea came from Haylee
apymmer School. Don't be fooled, thinhnson: why not make the theme of
igroup is “auxiliary” in name only. Ithe party “Wonder Women?” We got

Swedenborgian Church. Loaded wi}f

Continues on page 11

The cover of the 1975 July/August issue
the MessengerThe caption read: "Retiring

President Ernest Martin conducts Rite 0
Ordination of Dr. Dorothea Harvey into th

has been a foundation of support forcakes and decorations in blue, red, and
wide variety of needs at camp owgold, accented with jaunty lassos of
many decades. A long-time favoriteith. Haylee even donated a set of
fundraising tradition of ours is th&Vonder Woman pajamas for the silent
birthday party, originated by our steauction table at the party, where they
ling friends of blessed memory, Ruthere oo-ed and ah-ed and triumphant
Brandau and Dean Trombley. Everly won by Betsy Lau! It would be dif
one has a birthday, so teens and adiittslt to list all of the pivotal women
(it's past the younger ones’ bedtimiepm Almont’'s past without a bit more
get to come to the decorated diningsearch, but | can name some of them
hall and celebrate our birthdays tseen in the display here: Grandma Al
gether with cake, ice cream, and fidzay, Eunice Hamilton, Edith Hamil
sherbet punch! Admission is a very @in Ferguson, Elinor Johnson, Dora
fordable ten cents for every year of y®fister (Auntie Dora), Ruth Brandau
life, but if you'd rather not reveal yoDSAR: Dear Sweet Aunt Ruth or just
true age, simply pay as if you are 180nt Ruth), Mary Crenshaw, Marge
years old: $10 even! This year at thecke, Carol Albright, Dean Tromb
Pheeting, as we reflected on the-miley, Joylyn Ives, Val Lau, and Joyce
c stone 50 anniversary of Dorothedekete. Their lives have been a-bless
L, Harvey’s ordination, we thought of alhg to many, and we remember them

v

Ministry"

of the many women of Almont'svith immense gratitude and lo%.
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Ten Years Making Church Together

By Rev. Dr. Amanda Riley

O tor of The Garden Church,available on our websitehdtips://t-
picked up the keys from the landhyurl.com/4bvzk632

lord and unlocked the
gates to what would be.
a pop-up garden and th
new home of The Gar |
den Church. Rev. Anng
details the first years

“This is God's Table
Finding Church Be
yond the Walls At the E
very beginning, Rev,
Anna and a small tea
cleaned the lot, picking} -
up broken glass and C|g
rette butts. They stuffecy®
scratchy burlap tubes fulfE5
of straw to make beds f
the pop-up garden, the
received soil, and the)fllty of Los Angeles Councilmember, Tim McOsker (left), presenting a pl
planted. Ten years later,
we are still planting.

! THE
GARDEN CHURCH

10TH ANNIVERSARY

gg s 2015-2025 ‘ gg

Rev. Dr. Amanda Riley (right) which will be installed on the garden wal

n May first, 2015, Rev. Annawith images of the first ten years #hna and Rev. Asher for their commit

Woofenden, founding pasThe Garden Church (The slideshow isent to the church and blessing them
on the next step in their journey. Also
in 2017, Feed and be Fed, the start-up

non-profit championed

by The Garden Church,

formally separated from
The Garden Church

with a separate board,
bank account, and non-
profit status. It was an
eventful year.

Rev. Jonathan and
| were co-pastors for
five years, weathering
COVID and the addi
tional re-imagining that
came with that period of
time. We were blessed to
continue to nurture the
seed of calling that Rev.
Anna helped plant in
E‘,Hg fiow Licensed Pastor,

onnie McOsker. Rev.
Jonathan and | suppeort

On Thursday, May first, 2025, we After two and a half years, in the fatl her through her Swedenborgian ed
opened our gates for the monthly firef 2017, Rev. Anna formed a transitiarcation, which led to her consecration
Thursday Community Art Walk, ageam. She was now married to the Idvere in 2023. At Rev. Jonathan’s retire
we always do, and we invited €orof her life, David, and since they dighent and transition service, he hand
munity leaders who have supported mst find success securing a professed his keys and the stole sewn by Rev.
over the years to hold one of ten caal job here in Los Angeles, they maflena Woofenden to Rev. Dr. David C.
dles and say a few words. Our first lga@parations to settle in western-Marown. Rev. Dave had also been min
gardener came, along with our fandachusetts. Three of us were trainedsiering here for three years. Today, the
lord, a member of the United Methreplace her because not one of us wasistry team of The Garden Church
odist Church where our church offidully brave enough to try to fill Rewonsists of: Pastor Connie, Rev. Dave,
es are located, and our dear friend akdna’s shoes alone. That group wasd me.
neighbor across the street, who op&wyv. Jonathan Mitchell, Rev. Asher We are only able to do what we do
her space to us when it rains or for téCallaghan, and me. By Decembéhanks to our Music Director, Dr. Lin
annual Pacific Coast Associationneev. Anna was living in Massachuseatts O’'Brien Rothe, the leadership and
ing last fall. It was such a blessingand commuting here, and Rev. Asheslunteers of Feed and be Fed, who
be surrounded by members of the widas relocating to Colorado. That lefénd this beautiful garden, and a-ded
er San Pedro Community. Our “houssvo of us, and so the members of tlwmated board of directors composed of
band,” the Harbor Jazz Ensembl&arden Church graciously welcomedembers of the church who take turns

played while we projected a slideshbwo transitional pastors, thanking Rev. Continues on page 96
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our faith community connections. OIf
Sunday, May 4, we gathered for o
Sunday rhythm: 3:06m Work To- F
in various positions and provide ceurgether, 4:00PM Worship Together,

Ten Years Making Church

Continued from page 95

less hours, expertise, and spiritual se@0 Pm Eat Together. Our worshigk

port to the clergy, one another, owgervice opened with the consecrat

church, the Swedenborgian Churaif a new stump, or altar table. Our firg§%

of North America and the larger Saaitar had begun to lose its bark and
Pedro community. | am grateful -datermites. Our new altar came from o
ly for everyone who shows up to ma&ethe redwoods that once surround
church together, and to those wh&ayfarers Chapel.

hold us in prayer from so many placesRev. Dave opened our worship s¢

around this world. vice with these words:

_ We are aII_part qf something amaz On that rst day, in addition to

ing. Something miraculous. 95% of nening the gates of e Garden
new churches close in the first five chyrch for the rsttime, Rev. Anna
years. In year five, we were in a-glob also rolled a cedar stump down the
al pandemic, gathering online insteadstreet from a tree lot on the corner
of in-person. We were able to continue of Sixth and Paci c. For the last ten

Rev. Dr. David Brown anoints the new altar

with oil.

Rev. Dave poured oil on the stump

to grow the garden and provide weeklyyears, that stump has served as ouand prayed:

meals for those who came to our gate&ltar, & our communion table- To

in search of food and company. We areday’ we are blessed to initiate a new

blessed each Sunday to worship in éablg' this piece of redwood. is
articular stump came from the

churt_:h that is a garden, and a garderﬁrounds of Wayfarers Chapel and

that is a church. Each Sunday, when, ;5 once part of a tall tree that sur

we open the gates, we are witnessingounded the glass chapel. Today, as

the miracle and blessing of communi Rev. Anna did for our rst altar, |

ty and the Lord’s creation. All of this will anoint the altar with oil and ask

is thanks to God and for God’s glory. God’s blessing.
The planning team for our ten-year 5. that first day,

anniversary planned to celebrate t{p.%se words:

first of May with the larger San Pedro

community, and then a second cefebra We consecrate this table with

tion focused on our congregation and the anointing of oil, the oil that
runs over the head of those who are

prophets and priests of God’s-mes
sage in the world. We anoint our ta
ble with oil as it, in itself, at the een
ter of our worship space and of our
life together as a community, bears
God’s prophetic message to the
world. All are welcome at this ta
ble. All people, in all expressions of
humanity, are welcome at this table
to feed and be fed. is is God’s-ta

Rev. Anna said

Table.

Holy Lord, Blessed are you,
Lord our God, who loved your son
through the cross, and into new life
you do o er this same love for us,
calling us to celebrate the memo
ry of Jesus’ last meal with his dis
ciples gathered around a table. May
this table, which we are anointing
this day, be the center of our praise,
thanksgiving, and effort to bring
more heaven here to earth. May it
be the table at which we break bread
that gives us life, and drink the cup
which makes us one with you and
with all who share this feast. May
this table be the foundation of the
unfailing waters of baptism. Here,
may we draw close to Christ Jesus,
the cornerstone of our faith, that as
we make church together, as we re-
imagine church, we remain rmly
planted in you, and in the shared
mission to bring more heaven here
to earth. Amen.

Later in the service, Rev. Jonathan

ble, all are welcome here. And so weofficiated Communion on our new al
anoint and consecrate this as God’star table. As part of the service, we also
commissioned a new baptismal font/

Continues on page 97
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Ten Years Making Church

Continued from page 96

bee bowl. We used these words:

Today, we give thanks to God,
and we seek God’s blessing, as w
set apart this new baptismal bowl
for God’s glory. Re-merging the
words of the Psalmist “ e voice of
the Lord is upon the mighty waters”
(Psalm 29:3) and second Corinthi
ans “If anyone is in Christ, there is
a new creation: everything old has
passed away; see, everything has b{
come new!” (2 Corinthians 5:17)
rough the waters of Baptism we
are joined to Christ, clothed with
God’s mercy and forgiveness. We
give thanks for the gift of baptism.

And we prayed:

Holy God, merciful and mighty,
you are the river of life, you are
the everlasting wellspring, you are -
the font of rebirth. We glorify you know and love our ministry.

The garden dinosaur is ready to party!

from vegetables grown by Feed an
Fed and local chefs and bakers

for oceans and lakes, for rivers and Our tenth anniversary plannip
streams. We honor you for clouds team also created a book for thog

and rain, for dew and marine-lay our community to share memorieq &t

er. Your waters are below us, aroundthe church and asked those from
us, above us: our life is born in you. away who know us well to send us
You, Lord, are the fountain of resur g greetings for our annivers@hat

N
eHH

vig

rection; we praise you for yoursav yideq js also on our websiter(s:/ti
ing waters. Amen. nyurl.com/2tmvyeb

Our scripture readings for the day We are grateful to all who helped &
came from Isaiah 58:6—11 and 2-Cazelebrate from near and far, those
inthians 3:5— 9, reminding us of oumade a special gift in honor of (
calling and our role in that calling. Airthday, and those who left mess
The Garden Church, at the beginninipr us. If you'd like to offer a memd
of all of our services, we take out tf@ us, you are welcome to comp
image of the tree of life and reminidhis online form Kttps:/tinyurl.com/

ourselves of our shared mission—dckada @
bring heaven here to earth. In hes
en, God'’s people will be free, food
be shared, and everyone will have
clothing and shelter they need. y

Following communion, we sharef =
a community meal made with salds ‘
from the garden, herb-encrusted .(/4' y R :
en, spring vegetable quinoa, hormj| ‘
made bread, and carrot cake, all made

has served numerous
and is pastor at The

in love with the vision,
work, and mission

of the church, and
became involved in
2016.

Rev. Dr. Amanda Riley
Presbyterian churches,

Garden Church. She fe

A Garden Made With Pride

Pride is like a garden

Each flower and tree stands out
Each petal and leaf is different

The rose shines brightly with her ruby
petals

She stands proud and strong
Dazzling dew drops decorate her
bright red dress

The orange tree spreads his arms
Juicy orange fruits dangle around him
He waves his arms welcoming the sun
to the garden

The sun flower sways in the wind

Her yellow petals spread wide

She towers over all the other flowers
The peaceful tree fern hugs the trees
He reaches out his pointed green
leaves

Stretching from a good night’s sleep
The humble blueberry bush spreads
out kind hands

4 ey welcome animals to eat their

eet blue treats
The lavender bursts out a sweet smell

er purple stands out
d‘E; t her smell is what makes her the
ar of the garden
{fogether these plants come together
make a rainbow
Many colors come to one community
A garden made with pride

—Miriam Esterson, age 10

Mifessage from the President

PWWlontinued from page 83
hges

r§38 times, and he knew his Swedenborg
eneell: “People who have conscience are
enabled by the Lord to think good
thoughts about their neighbors censis
tently and are held back from thinking
evil thoughts about them. According
ly, conscience cannot possibly exist ex
cept in those who love their neighbor
as themselves and think affirmatively
about religious truth’'Sgecrets of Heav
en §1919).
—Rev. Dr. Jim Lawrence
president@swedenborg.org
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“Love Wins ” as Wilmington Church Rallies
In Wake of Pride Flag Vandalism

By Austin Cassidy

uary 20, a vandal climbed overcon of hope. Un

chain-link fence and into the baclkder herguidance,
yard of Wilmington's Church of thethe church re
Holy City. They proceeded to slagplaced the flag in
the church’s Pride Flag nearly in hatlfie same locationf
leaving evidence of their work via-fo@nd embarked on &
prints in the freshly fallen snow. a meaningful jour e

I n the early hours of Monday, Jaratred into a bea

TheChurch of the

These actors likely expected to Bey of healing and| SS= & - ? ;11 HOLY CITY
lence a message of inclusion. Insteadreach. , 7 - SWEDENBORGIAN -
they inspired an even more powerfulOne crafty ‘ 4
statement of defiance and love. member of the [Eee IREETR e

“This hateful and cowardly accongregation, An =

will not deter us from supporting oudrea Cassidy, took
LGBTQ+ siblings and their rights t®n the task of
dignity and community. LGBTQ+mending the damaged flag. Rather than“Too often, we have to hide our scars
people will continue to be welcomehiding the slash marks, she made therhen we are hurt, but not this time,”
into our church with their wholemore visible, using rainbow paracord a@ssidy explained. “The flag now says,
selves,” Rev. Shada Sullivan told lggemmets to lace the mangled flag ba#ou can cut me, but I'll keep flying.”
congregation in the wake of the hategether. The church’s powerful response to
crime. “The flag will be replaced as At Rev. Sullivés direction, the re this hateful act garnered significant re
soon as possible, but for the immedghaired flag was then given a place of hgional media attention, with the sto
ate moment, we are leaving the -daot. During Pride month in June, it wasy being covered by NBC and ABC
aged flag up as a signal of our resolt@hung on the front of the church’s hiselevision affiliates in Philadelphia,

Rather than being intimidated, Retoric granite building, just feet from th&/DEL radio in Wilmington, and The
Sullivan led the congregation in-a raain entrance—the most visible spdlews-Journal newspaper. The wide
sponse that would transform an act pdssible. spread coverage amplified the church’s
message of inclusion far beyond the
small congregation.

“We wanted to be clear that it
wouldn't dissuade us from being a wel
coming community,” Rev. Sullivan
told reporters. “Our faith calls us to
love our neighbor. However, that love
cannot be a disembodied sentimental
ity. Love is an action. The actions we
choose today are to stand in solidarity
with the LGBTQ+ community, to
honor their experience and their gifts,
and to pursue a more just and inclusive

The pride ag hanging up at the church was vandalized (left), but then was mended wiorld.” @
paracord and re-hung (right), stronger than before.

The Church of the Holy City in Wilmington, Delaware.
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A Personal Re ection: What Is a Religion?

By Rev. Junchol Lee

Throughout the year various cemmaligions on their own. But to me, theg chick before they hatch, and eater
nities are spotlighted on the home aageot religions, but philosophies pillars cannot know their destiny to be
of swedenborg.ofdpis month, it is thdife. My reasoning is very simply thaeautiful butterflies before building
Swedenborgian Church of San- Fralhthree were taught by wise humatieir cocoons, it is impossible for hu
cisco. The following is a reprint of atoeexplain how our reality came intmans to perceive and comprehend the
flection authored by their pastor, Reing. Personally, | believe that a rgdossibility of their destiny after their
Junchol Lee, published in 201%fongion must answer or explain howt bkfe on Earth. This truth, if it were to
swedenborgian.oRjease visit eithegan and why. Therefore, | believe the true, has to come from a being or
website for more information on theire purpose of a religion has to be ferce that is beyond human reality and
Sunday services and other offeringsvelatory, meaning it must enlighten tleapable of seeing the whole process all

have no scholarly -au together and at once.
I thority to give a prop Certainly, human his
er definition of what tory is full of sadness and
religion is or what it is not. pain in both the East and
Thus, my purpose here i the West when it comes to
simply to contemplate the religious institutions and
guestion, “What is a reli their abuse of authority and
gion?” and share my pe knowledge. A great deal of
sonal reflections. abuse still happens today,
The way that | found my and there are tens of mil
own definition of religion lions of people, if not more,
was not an easy journey. who are the victims. | am
Whenever asked, | intro a clergy ordained by ade
duce myself as a Buddhig, nomination that is a mem
Confucianist, Daoist, and ber of the National Coun
Swedenborgian Christian} cil of Christian Churches
This itself shows that | havg in North America. Thus, |
traveled some rough roads might be qualified to share
in finding my truth. Also, my frustration that Chris
these days, this backgrourld tianity has done as much,
of mine serves me very wett if not more, damage to-hu
in initiating spiritually in The altar in The Swedenborgian Church of San Francisco. man minds than the sum of

triguing conversations. One (Credit: Laurie Passey) all damage done by all-oth

of the most common ques er I’egions on Earth. Yet, I
tions that | hear is, “How does it realipiinds of humanity to a truth that ishave accepted my ordination from a
work for you to have and live with muMifficult to perceive and compreheniiberal Protestant Christian denomina
tiple religions?” My answer to them Without going through some speciéibn. Why? In a way, that is very hard
usually, “I have one religion with thregrocess. to explain. | perceived that there was
philosophies of life.” This usually leads Furthermore, the core message addanething very unique about the-mes
to another interesting conversatioeligion—the notion of life and pur sage carried throughout the Bible from
about the difference between religipose beyond our present, physical tiee Divine Being whose name is “| AM
and life philosophy. ality—has to come from what is nolA/HO | AM.” And, it deeply inspires
For many people, Buddhismhuman in origin. Just as eggs canraotd enlightens me whenever | read this
Daoism, and even Confucianism ateach each other what it is like to be Continues on page 100
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What Is a Religion? religion is a very
Continued from page 99 hard, if not im
possible, task!
message, especially when and wherg whichev
the Divine Being emphasizes that &k way we de
am not made by human hands likdre to define
other gods you worship!” and as in Is@ligion or be
iah 55:8-9: “As the heavens are higltey religious, as
than the Earth, so are my ways highgyon as it is de
than your ways and my thoughts thdimed, it will
your thoughts.” The message camedioly be valid
my heart as one that is from a being a person or a
who is non-human, yet loves humagsoup of people
deeply. who agree with
So, how did this conflicted practhe definition.
tice and perception of religion as v8o, | would like
know it come to be? Lingu'St'Ca”y’ the begin with a Rev. Junchol Lee welcomes members of the congregation.
word religion is derived from the-Lasomewhat con (Credit Kara Gwynn)
in religio However, the origin o€l ventional under
giowas obscure even in ancient timgsanding of what it means to be-relieality, while the objects of religion
There are a few classical interpretatigiisus: one has a strong conviction/fatine often beings whose main domain
which have been accepted as defini something/some being that neithés in the spiritual reality, the existence
tions of the wordeligig such as “prep can be proven or disproven by humahwhich itself is debatable. A religion
er performance of rites in venerationlofjic and/or the natural law. Yet, r@r being religious can be understood
the gods” by Cicero, or “to reconnecligion or being religious is ultimatelpy means of two methodologies: 1.
by St. Augustine. Yet, there is no oaeout the human experiences of son institutionalized system of rituals
definition of religion that satisfies athing/some being who is not of humaand faith imposed on people, premis
scholars and practitioners of religioogigin. Herein lies the paradox: religidng that they will be part of something
in the world. In other words, defininghas to be defined and systematizedbiyger than their life; 2. An individu
humans basedal and personal conviction, assured by
on their experi means of what one believes to be true,
ences of some that serves as strong personal faith.
thing/someone During my past twenty-four years
that is non-hu of parish ministry, | have encountered
man. Here, non- many individuals who seem to sincere
human does notly pursue their spiritual cultivation,
mean just a dif but seriously reject any idea of being
ferent species,involved in religion or religious prac
such as how atices. To them, anything that comes
dog is non-hu with the adjective “religious” is either
man, but rath poisonous or dangerous to their-spir
er a difference initual well-being. After having a num
the realm of ex ber of conversations with them, Ireal
istence and real ized that what they mean by religion is
ity itself. For in often the institutionalized set of dog
stance, humansmas and rituals that were imposed on
live and dwell them or their ancestors by others. In a

Rev. Junchol Lee addressing the congregation. . h hvsical
(Credit Kara Gwynn) In the physica Continues on page 101
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What Is a Religion? important question, at
Continued from page 100 least to me, because the

answer clearly dem
way, what those people are rejectingpestrates where ong
my mind, is not so much the religioustands on the matter of
elements themselves, but the fact tiheligion. If one were to
a way of life was imposed upon thepelieve that being reli
harshly and judgmentally without-givgious or not is a stm
ing them a choice or asking their-wilple matter of human
ing consent to participate. This learighoice, then one is-ac
ing led me to contemplate a fundameknowledging that all
tal characteristic of humanity: no orfeligions are ultimately

likes to be told what to do! mere inventions of hu
In my understanding, to be reliman minds to improve
gious, to have a religion, or to be &heir way of life and to Swedenborgian Church of San Francisco.
active participant of a religious ergaromote harmonious (Credit Dana Owens)
nization are all different matters. Tenvironments. Howev and is designed to create a community

be religious, one simply needs to ha&fre if one were to believe that a-Cri@ which we can share the same values
a certain awareness of the Creatorat@r or Supernatural Being is real, aadd experience of the non-human.
Creating Force and/or to acknowledgd humans are spirits living temporaFherefore, the purpose of religion-can

a spiritual aspect to human existendg.on Earth, then being religious-camot be and should not be commanding
To have a religion, one actually hasnot be a matter of choice because sgaople to do this or that. If we were to
accept a pre-set system of beliefs, aigyand acquiring truth and living irtake the example of caterpillars and
of life, and a certain purpose of life adch a way as to promote our true dritterflies again, the truth to caterpil

it is taught by that particular religionng should be the highest purpose lafs is not about the particulars of be
To be an active participant of a-relpur life on Earth. Clearly, | am standcoming a butterfly — what food to eat,
gious organization, one not only hagg on the side of the second option.where to build a cocoon, how to build
to accept what a certain religion teach Yet, | have struggled and still athe cocoon — but simply the fact that
es, but also has to join a community $iruggling when it comes to my faitthey are all destined to become butter-
people who share the same set-of ifethe living God. On one hand, | feeflies in the end! If we were to take-it se
liefs. In other words, anyone can be gerceive, and communicate with nmjously, the greatest truth for humanity
ligious as long as they have an undépd who is fully present and real iifom all religions is quite simple: we are
standing and conscious awarenesgnyflife. Yet on the other hand, I-sugpirits having human experiences dur
the inner depth within their apparenfier the absence, silence, and intangibig a temporary existence on Earth.
reality. But having a religion or activéy of my God. Sometimes, | feel so sénd, religion is a shared expression of
ly participating in one is often a mattéled by the limitations of my humarour personal experiences of a deeper
of choosing to accept an institutionamind that | am not even sure abowtnd truer reality!

ized system of beliefs and rituals—skaving faith in anything that is eu After his ordination in
tems that are typically human-madide this physical reality. But time after July, 2000, Rev. Junchol
and subject to change. time, | am assured both by messages Lee served on many

Regarding religion/being religiou$) the Scriptures and by my own-pgr committees of the General
perhaps the first question one hassenal experience that | am more than Convention including

) . L . . . Executive Committee

ask is, “Is being religious a matter joft a bio-organic body, and that theye of Council of Ministers,
choice?” (The question is concernida Super-Consciousness that is p Committee of Admission
not about being part of a specific rent in all. into Ministry, the General Council, and SCYL

Iigion, such as being a Christian or aThe comforting truth is that relj Youth Chaplaip. Currently, Junc.hol is serving
Muslim or a Hindu, but about beinggion is made by humans, for humarl§ Sa Franciseo Swedenborgian church as
religious by itself.) This is the most '
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Juneteenth!

Originally delivered on June 22, 2025 at the San Francisco Swedenborgian Chur
By Rev. Dr. Devin Zuber

In the summer of 2025 Rev. Dr. DeWBgrees of sunlight, comes closeatad violence of any kind.

Zuber guest pastored at the San R}t it feels like to be in Scandina After Swedenborg died, a piece of
cisco Swedenborgian Church while Rg\around the Midsommar, with itpaper was found amongst his papers,
Junchol Lee was on sabbatical. Yoy, a8st perpetual, ever-presence-of isilhis handwriting, which was titled “a

find recordings of past sermons ojdfgiight. List of Valuables.” It reads like a found
churcls YouTube pagettps://www. denbord’s d - poem, numbered and sequenced, in
youtube.com/@sfswedenborgianchrchyvedenborg’s descriptions cluding the following:

n this Sunday, man _Of heaven as a realm Where * something precious which €an
O Swedenborgians arounfl it never becomes fully night, not be seen by spirits but only

the world celebrate a holi| butis only varying degrees by angels.
day of spiritual liberation, so-callgd of sunlight, comes close « alittle crown with five small dia
“New Church Day.” There have beeh to what it feels like to be monds, which is worn in heav
June 19 commemorations among in Scandinavia around the en on one side of the head.
Swedenborgian communities for overMmidsommar... » a beautiful little rose containing
two hundred years now; some church a very brilliant diamond which

organizations in the "Il®entury even  This vision anchors Swedenborg’s  later was set in a golden ring.
chose to dedicate or auspiciously opagstical Christianity in an apostol ¢ aboxin a wooden casket wherein
their church buildings on this day, and line, securely placing his theology  are shining crystals, signifying
there were even early attempts t0 @éthin a Christian tradition (this isim regeneration to eternity.

velop a distinctive calendar which bgortant, as Swedenborg has also b&en so on and so forth. Apparent
gan with this date. It all comes froman equally important force on the foly, several of Swedenborg’s relatives—
vision that Emanuel Swedenborg hagation of alternative, non-Christiamis cousins and nieces and nephews—
towards the close of his life, in 1778piritualities, and is an important forehen looked in vain, ransacking his
where he witnessed the Lord callingnner of the so-called New Age). property, looking for these various
together his twelve apostles, and thenwe should be wary, careful, abotreasures. These greedy relatives made
sending them out through the entireaaking Swedenborg’s words literalllge mistake of literalism, of correlat
ty of the spiritual world to “preach théere, that this spiritual evangelizingg these poetic words into actual, ma
Gospel, that the Lord God Jesus Christralds a kind of Christian suprenterial things. It's a quaint and charm

is king, and His kingdom shall be faicy—that this somehow is a kind @fg story, even with its perhaps dubi
ever and ever, as foretold by Danige€mplate for Christian nationalismgus provenance, but | believe there is a
Within two years, Swedenborg would call for Christianity to be anchoredeeper lesson here for us all in learning
permanently transition to the spirituakithin a political system that triumhow he wrote, and his way of interpret
world himself at the ripe age of eightghantly “reigns.” A similar mistake isig scripture as powerful allegory and
four. Perhaps it is no coincidence thaften made when ancient Jewish texignbol, and not a one-to-one corfrela
Swedenborg’s vision falls so close—atsout the people of Israel are equatamh with places and political powers.
June 19—to the summer solstice, aith the modern nation state of tsraDr earthly gems and precious metals.
special, cherished holiday in Swederel-and misread as a pretext for-justi Also among the papers on Sweden
Midsomma#when the long light of fying the seizure of land and territotyorg’s desk in London, where he died,
day is at its apogee. As several haveapld, it must be said, the present, owere several unfinished manuscripts.
served, Swedenborg’s descriptionggolng genocide in Gaza. We must fbime of these includes “Invitation to
heaven as a realm where it never bgtremely cautious whenever Godte New Church,” with bullet points,
comes fully night, but is only varyingame becomes invoked to justify war Continues on page 103
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Juneteenth! tended to not practice what they hatred of enslavgment apd the-Con
Continued from page 102 preached. In fact, he felt like the bestfederacy by leaving their homes for
humans of his day were not white West the northern lines, sometimes deliv
a work meant to accompany his lastn Christian Europeans, but Africans, €N valuable information or maté
large work, th@rue Christianityalso in “the interior of the continent,” who riel to the Union, while those unable
) - . L. ) . to leave had hidden wounded U.S.
sometimes calléldue Christian Reli were receiving a direct spiritual +eve .
) . : . . soldiers and helped them get back to
gior), the work where he publicly adation, independent of a scripture or Union lines.
ticulated and published his June 19the Word. This unusual pronounce
vision. In this “Invitation,” we can sement—a position which overturns at Thus, Juneteenth is not just “inde
Swedenborg contemplating what thésstroke the emerging racial hierarchigsdence day for Black Americans,” as
new Christianity unfolding is to lookof the Enlightenment, its hubris whicne of our current politicians has re
like and be. One of the points listed iprivileged white Europeans (especigletfully put it—it is a moment for all
the bulletin says the following: “Thisy men) as the pinnacle of civilizatiohmericans to recall, regardless of skin
is an invitation to the new church, thatnd cultural development. Such statslor or ethnicity, when higher geod
men should go and meet the Lorehents galvanized the work of early imMess and truth prevailed over horrible
Hereafter, we are not to be calledpiveant Abolitionists in Scandinaviasonditions and the darkness of White
Evangelical, the Reformed, and stilisiésls as Carl Bernhard Wadstrém agdpremacist lies, and for a brief mo
Lutherans and Calvinists, but €hrike Nordenskjold brothers. ment, hope and history could rhyme,
tians.”In this remarkable, pithy state With an eye towards Swedenborgs paraphrase the Seamus Heaney
ment, we see that whatever Swedenosition on Africa and Africans, it iBoem that | talked about last Sunday.
borg’s “new Christianity” was to bealso appropriate to recall today that
it was certainly an end of sectaridane 19 is not only something linked juneteenth... is a moment

divisions. to our tradition of esoteric Christiani for all Americans to recall,
ty, but here in the United States, it-cr .
"Hereafter, we are not to c)i/ally commemorates the abolition {egardl_es.s of skin Cplor
be called the Evangelical, slavery. It is the anniversary of the " ethnicity, when higher _
the Reformed, and still less  nal enforcement of President Abrahdif°°dness and truth prevailed
Lutherans and Calvinists, but  Lincoln's Emancipation Proclamation OVer horrible Condltlons.
Christians." made in Texas by an advancing Unipand the darkness of white

general, towards the end of our bloopigupremacist lies, and for

These lines were written by a mys@ivil War. It is so important to remem| a brief moment, hope and
who had lived his life still very mucber that this freedom, this moment ¢history could rhyme...
under the remnant, violent shadowiberation, was not some gift bestowed
unleashed by Reformation—Swedesmn Black people by White liberators Perhaps it is no surprise that in our
borg’s own dad, Jesper, had been bfrom the north, but came out of genegurrent cultural darkness and politi
when Europe was still embroiled inaions of Black self-determination angl turmoil, our nation finds itself-en
hideous international conflict that wactivism. As the American historia@ngled in the shadows and legacy of
now call the “thirty years war,” wherdeather Cox Richardson reminds ugat nineteenth-century conflict, mir
different Europeans were slaughteriimgaddition to the critical work and-adrored by, among other things, ongo
one another over differing beliefs abardcacy of Black abolitionists and Ofidg attempts to restore White suprem
baptism, holy supper, and the churctors like Frederick Douglass: acist monuments in the renaming of

Swedenborg’s vision here, this invita army bases for Confederate generals.

; : HA ; ; Emancipation was not a gift from oS
tion, is the opposite: a wish for Chris & " “"0 0 Tol  Americans What are we to do, as Christians, as

tian unity in spite of difference. had fought and died for the Unit  SWedenborgians, who carry this par
By and Iarge! Swedenborg did not ed States. They had worked as sol ticular Iegacy of Spiritual freedom, and
have a lot of nice things to say aboutgiers, as nurses, and as day laborerind ourselves witnessing this contem
Christianity or the Europeans of his throughout the Union army. Those porary moment? This nostalgia for a
day—primarily because he felt they who could had demonstrated their Continues on page 104
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Juneteenth! critically shaped by a formative year t@leagues in America; his courage un
Continued from page 103 spent in America, in 1930, taking der the Nazis is where we might see
sabbatical at Union Theological Senhese two different Juneteenths—the
racist past, the haunted violence iplry (during this time, he also visitsoteric Swedenborgian and the Afri
slavery and all its depredations?  ed with American Swedenborgian rekan-American freedom song of libera
Well, we must remember, we are n@fes in communities like Bryn Athynjon—converging into the stream of a
alone. Look around you, in this churchennsylvania). Bonhoeffer's meetisijgle voice, opposed to the Nazis.
right now. Perhaps also, if you cloggth black American theologians and | would like to end our Juneteenth
your eyes and reflect on where yaunisters fundamentally transformegorship service by sharing some words
have come from, the love and hangg theology and views on everythirfgom Bonhoeffer, from both his -ser
that brought you to this place todaye became deeply committed te smons and his later writings from Jpris
you might feel the ancestors at yogial justice. He wandered the streets and the concentration camp; be
back. And | mean here ancestors of@flHarlem, listened to jazz and bluggre he was executed. Some theolo
kinds—mentors, not just blood kin. bought records, a collection of whgians have even beautifully argued
think of my own paternal grandfathew. E. Dubois would call the “Sorrowhat these prison writings are like the
who had served in WWII as anaisongs” of Black people, which he Iftagmentary signatures and wailing
plane mechanic in the European ther brought with him back to Berlinrefrains of blues music, the “Sorrow
ater, fighting the Nazis. | am told thaghortly after returning to GermanySongs” of the African American tra
he had memorized Psalm 23 to aid him 1933, Hitler was elected into powdition that Bonhoeffer brought from
in times of fear—to remember that thex, and thus began Germany’s descdatlem with him back to Berlin. So,
Lord is our shepherd. When | think dhto a dark nightmare of history.  here are a few traces of these Berlin

those well-known lines, | am remind blues, to commemorate Juneteenth—
ed that the Lord was my grandfathe}’s-[Bonhoeffer's] courage three refrains—and it is my hope that
shepherd, and is my shepherd, too, gri¢nder the Nazis is where these words from the 1930s and 40s
that this links us through time anfilwe might see these two might give us all courage in our-mo
space in powerful ways. different Juneteenths—the ment of 2025:

One of our collective spiritual arcepesoteric Swedenborgian “God requires your ‘no’ to all-in

tors—Kin in the larger Swedenborgi
orbit—a courageous figure who is
lated to our tradition, is the great-G
man theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffe

nd the African-American justice, to all evil, to all lies, to alt op
reedom song of liberation-- pression and violation of the weak and

converging into the stream of ~ POOT, to all ungodliness, and to all

. single voice, opposed to the Mockery of whatis holy” =~
a man who was tragically execu gsing PP “Silence in the face of evil is itself

by the Nazis for speaking out agai dazis. evil: God will not hold us guiltless.
the moral atrocities of his day—desig Not to speak is to speak. Not to act is
nated by the Nazi regime as an ene From the onset of the Nazisto act.”

my of the state. Bonhoeffer’s life wB®nhoeffer was an outspoken critic of“We are not to simply bandage the
most remarkable. He came from a logige regime, drawing deeply on Ghrigiounds of victims beneath the wheels
line of Protestant ministers and the@an theology to publicly call out andf injustice, we are to drive a spoke into
logians. His grandmother, Julie TafeJondemn the injustices he saw uthe wheel itself.”
with whom he was very close, camigding—the people snatched off “T?ev. Br. Devin Zuber
from the great Tafel clan of Germagtreets and detained by secret poligge Associate
Swedenborgians, and it was througie erosion of the judiciary and weakrofessor of American
his Oma that Bonhoeffer likely fil’Séning of due process, the failure of thigdies, Religion, and
encountered the ideas of Swedenbofgess to call the administration intgterature atGTU in

Besides this peripheral, side eaccountability. This public witness cketey. California

. A and the George F.
counter with Swedenborg anthg as a Christian would have be@gie professor of
Swedenborgians, what is less wgilthinkable without Bonhoeffer havswedenborgian

known or noted is how Bonhoeffer Wasg learned from his Black friends arsghdies.
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A Swedenborgian Summer

By Katie Brown, Rev. Sage Cole, and Beki Greenwood

As Convention starts to wind down, mauTwo Camps
begin to hear the murmtinéll you be By Katie Brown

?t élrmok? trthmf arz;\”rlenyo%maklﬂg Ite step out of my car and breathe if
0 FryeburgWho still needs a chap tthe scent of pine needles. The cqol

one? “Will everyone be there from |

year?The buzz around meeting up o northern air softens the edges [of
eitherAlmont New Church AsserimblyOur long drive, seven hours today and

. seven plus the day before. The vigw
M'Ch'g.an oF_ryeburg_ New|Church A rom where | stand is, as always,-a ger
semblyn Maine begins! It's easy to

e g
that these camps breed tight friendf%?ﬁ?gosmard of trees, clouds, river, gnd

. . N Bhtains. It is 2021, and | have fl
a_mql community. This can be a litile AAll , at long last, found my way back Ben, Nate, and Theo at Almont in 2024,
“m'gaé'”g Lor Someol?r:e who h?sr?eVEBaa home | have come to know frontpoking forward to another week together at
. . |
that makes both of these communitieds I ea1y childhood, youtn, and oA
. e young adulthood. Of course, toming back next year?!” He has al
wonderful is how absolutely welco

| g . « .
COTAING, belonged at Fryeburg even beady made a friend, and says, “This
|
th.ﬁy. biﬁt?harri' 'r:her}:]atrte :r\ljvlz hOpmgerPeul learned how to spell it. In mguygetsne.” That seals the deal. “Yes.
Wr' er? ; em, r?] f? ri I r(r)1yc>)<uited| higan home, it was a householdf course we can. Yes. | will have to
0 ere you come trom. 1.am exc e, and | contextualized it sort ofiake that happen.” Within a mere ten

) . ~ha
bring you three d'ffere’.“ pe_rspectlv &é)r]another Almont, but in Maine minutes, it seems that Ben has-expe
the same theme: what is it like to at

nd
both camps, and why do you do it?

y mom, Marjie, and her siblings andenced profound welcome, a seam
their parents (Betty and Jack) had piéss transfer of the deep acceptance he
grimaged to this hallowed ground féras come to know at Almont, but in
Swedenborgians (Mom remembers lkis new place. But why wouldn't he?
trip here at age six strongly, partiafthough he has yet to experience the
ly because of having to get stitchesnainderful week that’s in store: chilly
the doctor’s in town after hitting hepolar-bear swims in the Saco River at
eyebrow on a tent stake!). Aunt Carthe crack of 7:08m, delicious meals
lyn Judson, my Grandma Betty’s si® an historic building that has scarce
ter, has made Fryeburg her place goiypwghanged since it was built in 1921
back almost eight decades, with cou(ttheck the photos fifyeburg.orjj the
less drawings, paintings, and beloweger-changing but constantly breath
friends to show for it. This trip is amaking postcard surroundings, there
extension of the camp experience &re some things that ring true in both
me and my son; we've just come frorasemblies. The comforting routine of
very full week at Almont New Churchvorship and fellowship, work and play,
Assembly in Michigan, a permanespiritual insights with time to savor
fixture in both our lives. The twahem, togetherness in a community of
camps are similar enough, but th@gople of all ages, building bonds that
contrast in ways that probably must kst a lifetime. In other words, the good
experienced to be fully understood. life! These aspects of camp that have
I haven't even finished unloadingeen precious to me in different ratios
There is nothing like an FNCA sunset... the car, and Ben, nine at the timat different stages of life are the same
Ben views one of the good ones of 2025. runs up to me and entreats, “Are we

Continues on page 106
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Swedenborgian Summer in hope and doctrine, Grandma Charihe region. We no longer have to send
Continued from page 105 ty (and Vincent!)” Now my niece Molyoungsters with pitchers running to
ly, nephew Josh, and son Ben matke pump for our wash water as was
up the fifth generation. Althoughdone in the not-too-distant past, but,
Great-Grandma Charity was hemavhen your walls don't go all the way up
sick when her older brothers broughnhd open rafters are your shared ceil
her to Summer School, and Grandniiag at night (as residents of historic Big
Betty didn't much care for rustic-livHouse and Little Rec know) it gives a
ing, though she devotedly attended itare and privileged perspective on what
be present for her six grandchildrenitrmeans to love your neighbor as-your
those years, it became very much setf. The good life! That is, daily-rou
integral way of life for the succeetine, shared work tasks of many kinds,
ing generations. Since my camp- bagassing the deep water test in spring-
tism at one month old in the 1870 chded Brandau Bay and having a cenver
pel (performed by George Dole, fusation while treading water, the smell
fact!), | have missed only two sessiofipancakes for breakfast wafting from
of Almont Summer School. For mehe dining hall, many hours as a child
the year just doesn't feel right witlspent playing and swinging on the tall
Last summer, Katie and Beki deemed out it; at every job interview, I madewmgs., hold_lng hands in a big cir
themselves the “New Marjie and BJ” after SUre this one week in July was protedie to sing Fling to the Breeze for flag
they drove a car of kids from Almont to FNC&d! Retreats, work days, and famiy a@lising and Softly Now at flag lower
Nothing like the bonds you make after a ebrations in all seasons yielded mang, milestones of moving up through
fteen hour drive! more treasured hours at Almont. Mhe dorms, radical acceptance among
things that make Almont so deeplyome away from home was, and is, tegns like I've never seen outside of the
important to us, and | am thrilled tgrimary Swedenborgian church expeBCY L (perhaps the truest testament to
see that my son apparently sees it, #ace, as it is for many who live in placeg forward-looking denomination!),
So we did come back, for five yearslacking a Swedenborgian church. Thasically watching a real-life version of
a row: Me, Ben, my partner, Jay. It isachings, bolstered by real-life dé&it takes a village” unfold out on the
well worth the miles to bring our giftyy practice “learning to live the goldefreld all day long. In community living
of treasure, work, and care, and takde,” make it all the more of a spiritu
part in this little slice of heaven. al home.
“We're on the grabbel road! We're The palpa
on the grabbel road!” was my chant asla history of
preschooler every time we turned orttee place is part
Cameron Road, the gravel road whioli Almont’s
leads to Almont. | still say it todagharm. 1851,
when I'm approaching this time €apvhen Scottish
sule of heaven nestled in the farmlarmd migrants
of Michigan’s thumb. The Almont-exformed a soci
perience, like Fryeburg, | consideresy of the New
wonderful gift of my life. AlImont wasChurch in the
passed down four matrilineal genetacale, is fairly
tions, starting with Great-Grandmald by Michi
Charity and Grandpa Vincent Berggan/Midwest
man. They are the reason my famsyandards per
cant help singing our own special lyiaining to Eu
ics to the verse of Onward Christialopean set
Soldiers as we walk to the chapel: “Other history in The historic chapel at Almont.

Continues on page 107
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such as this, it doesn't take long o fe
alize that the true worship we practige
is enhanced by, but not confined t¢,
morning and evening chapel servicgs.
Unlike any other type of camp of v
cation you could share as a family, qur

family is greatly extended by all of the

people who have come through our e

over the decades here. It is a pricefess
privilege. | heartily recommend thdt

you give the double Camp/Assembly
summer a try!

A favorite tradition of everyone at Aimont!
Holding hands and singing around the agpole.

Assembly Required- A morning after our wedding to makeircling around the Flagpole, the
' our way to Almont for an unorthodoxChapel, and the Little Boys Dorm

Tale of Two Camps honeymoon of sorts. He was a goodEach morning and each evening at

By Sage Cole sport.

Almont, a bell is rung and all camp

| have for some time been a part of Upon reflecting on each camp egrs make their way to circle up, hold
the select group of Swedenborgigperience, three locations have emergadds, and sing around the flagpole as
who spend some time each summeiaeach place that encapsulate a bitha flag is either raised or lowered. We
both the Almont and Fryeburg Newvhat | love about the ANCA and théhen all count the number of campers,

Church Assemblies. | spent my te&iNCA:
years attending the FNCA each sum

mer, dropped in again as an occasiprm
al lecturer and porch sitter when4 b
came the pastor of the Fryeburg Ngqw

Church, and then for the past sevgn

years or so have returned as a regplar
again now with my two sons and-hu
band Ted who appreciates the sce

and solitude offered in our cabin evgr
looking the river. | first attended th
Almont New Church Assembly whe
I was twenty years old, after movigg
to Urbana, Ohio, to attend college ar|d
falling in with the Almonters there
That first year, | was initiated with

couple of thirteen-year-olds, not warlt
ing to miss the full Almont experi
ence, and have been attending on gnd

off ever since, not faithfully enough 1o

one at a time. Quiet children’s voic
es who have to be told their number,
adults, elders, everyone is counted, in
cluding some taking the time to add to
the count, whoever may still be work
ing in the kitchen or preparing for €ha
pel. Somehow, this sweet ritual creates
a cohesion, a rhythm, and a sense of
belonging that | treasure.

The Almont Chapel seems to be al
ways overfilled, which can be a bit un
comfortable on hot days, but is also
delightful as we pile in together and
feel the fullness of this camp commu
nity. Luckily, chapel services are usu
ally kept brief and range from tradi
tional offerings by ministers to full-
fledged creative opuses put on by the
children and teen classes. During lec
ture, there is more room to spread out,

have my own dedicated room at campy, e of the best conversations happen ordnd th_e pews are well S|tuaf[e_d so that
but regularly enough to feel Knowine porches of our camps. Here are Rev. Key@u might just luck out and sit in front
and loved. And | went so far as to lodghxter and Rev. Sage Cole having a good oo someone offering a back rub.

my new husband, Ted, into a van the

Continues on page 108
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Swedenborgian Summer ~ ©our children run
Continued from page 107 about, laugh, and

play, and hopefully

I'm sure the Little Girls Dorm isget tired out for bed
lovely too, but as the mom of two boysime, is very sweet
itis the Little Boys Dorm I've spent th&he porch encour
most time in. It was quite a thing taiges an interweaving
be able to go to camp for the first timsf solitude and com
and have my sons in the dorm. | loygunity. Readers are
the ANCA's commitment to childrerrespected and giv
and families, to creating the opperten space, and whef
nity for little kids to have a dorm exp&wo or three porch
rience with their parents still close hsjtters converge an
The adults who serve as dorm parefis book is set down1

are rea"y In my estimation, the heagbnversations flow On the banks of the Saco River with Jackie Shihadeh, Katie Brown,

of the camp, and | feel so grateful &nd ping between and Beki Greenwood.
them. the profound and
the mundane. the largest piece of driftwood to be the

The Puzzle Table might top my ligshost impressive Bridge Troll. The Saco
of FNCA locations. | don't often takeRiver is my favorite place to swim, and
on the challenge of a 1000-piece puzeenjoy it with other campers of all
on my own. But with others in the-leiages is a special treat.
surely space of camp, we can complete

two or three of those bad boys in thFWO Camps in One
span of a week (especially if there isnt

too much blue sky). The Puzzle TableUMMer? Yes, Please!
draws people of all ages, it allows By Beki Greenwood
people to enter in and then step away,l don't know a summer without a
and something about the shared foceéwedenborgian Church camp. | have
and task of the puzzle makes spacebeen attending the Fryeburg New
those subtle, sweet moments of cabhurch Assembly my entire life—
Katie Brown and Rev. Sage Cole, on an nection and conversation th_at | dorftcan’t imagine a summer without'it.
outing from FNCA, hang out on the beach ilknow would emerge otherwise. | loW&hen | was little, from the age of nine
Denmark, Maine, where Sage has a familythe triviality of it. The play. And do to thirteen, | also went to Blairhaven
cabin. ing it together. Kids Camp in Duxbury, Massaehu
The Saco River, swimming, floasetts, until it stopped in 1994. (Though
The Porch, the Puzzle Table, and ing, polar bearing, or just sitting at the@e continued to go there for retreats
the Saco River shallow edge as the water flows of@rseveral years until the property was
FNCA has a quiet vibe. Porch sittingour feet, is a sacred experience. Whiddd about fourteen years ago.) Lov
is one of its most iconic offerings. Witthe waterfront at the FNCA was closénly these events so much is what has
mountains in the distance, forest, fielthis year due to a lack of lifeguards, Kspt me involved in our greater church
and the Saco River in the foregrounoily a short drive up the road to theommunity for so long.
the view is incredible. Evening porabwn beach, and | made sure to headEvery few years, a van of teens from
sitting includes the delightful spectap on swimming outings each dajlmont New Church Assembly would
cle of 7:.0®m Sparks (the FNCA namét was warm enough. This year, tharive at camp in the middle of the
for children under thirteen) GameSparks invented a new River adventuight, and the energy of the whole ses
with Trevor. For especially apprecias we walked upstream to the bridgien would change. When you have
tive tired parents, the chance to watokerpass, and they competed to find

Continues on page 109
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Swedenborgian Summer thing. Fryeburg has time for growi
Continued from page 108 community as a large group, but alpo

the time to spend together one-on-oje

these huge teen groups at the camperitn smaller groups to really deepgn
just makes the community better antlose connections in one of the m
the future brighter. | never had the ogtunning settings one could ever
portunity to attend Almont Summefor. The kids are given an oppert
Camp as a teen. A few of my fellawity to form friendships with peopl
Flames (teens ages 13-18) did gettiy will be connected to for the rept
and | always wondered what it wa$their lives. One of my favorite things
about. It wasn't until last year that ik when people return after many yegrs
finally was able to get there and briagvay, and it’s like they never left. THis
my kids with me. Now | am not surgs why it is so important to bring th
I would be able to miss either cankids to as many of these events as |pos
again! We've found ourselves in a plaiisle. They are forming the spiritugl
in our lives where we are able to hawgpport system they will have threug
the time to do both camps (amongut their difficult teen and young adu
other Church related events), and thggars. And many relationships wil sgr
both bring light and joy into our semvive many years later. This is thebeaﬂm rumors are true—even Rev. Kevin Baxter
mer that we can't imagine not havingy and strength of our small church. | makes it to both camps!
and here’s why—life-long connectiomgn so thankful to have the FNCA in
and friendships. my life, and even more so to have ad@eping Almont closed for an extra

| return to the FNCA every year fogd the Almont Summer School to oylear. My son, Nate, became instantly
a spiritual recharge. It is a respite fragpiritual family. close with Ben, who had never made it
real life that my family has been uti Having been registrar or camp dio FNCA before, from that group that
lizing for years. The long-term friendector at the FNCA for so long, therjeined us. Ben's mom, Katie, had come
ships have gone from having to sewdre several times when we would f§r FNCA on and off every several
letters in the mail, to multiple texganize with parents getting their teepgars (sometimes in that van!) since
messages a day, to having the hiesfamp from the Midwest, Mid-Atlanthe early eighties, and it was so cool
friendships anyone could ask for. Anid areas, or California. | would always have the kids make an instant con
I want my kids to experience this samegl the groups of kids that would comgection. Nate has also been close pals
from Almont with Rev. Sage Cole’s son, Theo, since
that | prom they were maybe four or five from be
ised to make ing at FNCA together, so it made me
it there some think, “Maybe he would want to go to
day. But being Almont to see them both there, too.”
so involved in My daughter, Serena, loved going to
the planning of Convention in 2023 and went to her
Fryeburg madefirst SCYL retreat over Memorial Day
that difficult. weekend in 2024. She made instant
In 2021, a large friends and was now thirteen and able
group of camp to become an Almont Survivor (teens
ers who would ages 13-17) that summer. | knew we
normally attend needed to figure out how to get all
Almont made these kids to spend more time together,
it to FNCA in- regardless of the location. So, we made

Nate Greenwood and Scout Steinhiser recreate a photo taken astead due to the plans to attend camp in Michigan
FNCA in 2014 (right) and Almont in 2024 (left). the pandemic

Continues on page 123
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Paulhaven Children's Summer Camp

By Dawna Epp
We were pleased to reeonshort-staffed. We ended up eveall were good sports, and we had a lot

mence with Paulhaverapping on positions, and everyoroé laughter looking at their spaghetti-

Children’s Summer Camppitched in and got everything dondilled faces. One of the campers; Kin
this summer. It had been cancelled dd& had a Director, Dawna Epp whtey, had her birthday that day, so ev
to COVID since 2019. Unfortunate worked half-time in the kitchen asryone contributed to making her feel
ly, after that many years, we lost nwell, and two full-time kitchen staffspecial.
merous returning campers and wekenanda Runka and Denise McMil Each day, we had a morning ser
starting at square one. Hence, a latge. Recreations Staff included Kurtce, followed by classes that pertained
amount of work was required te reschrieber and Leah Flemming. Aurai@ the message of the service. As not
start, including work on all the strudMcBeath was the teacher for theclasd above, this year the focus was on
tures and facilities. All dorms and thes and assisted with Recreation, Catitly Days of Creation. The staff and
lodge had to be cleaned and prepa&dre, and Crafts. As we were unatibe children conducted the evening
following six years of closure. Howeto obtain a minister, Dianne Rosingeservice.
er, we were blessed with staff who ditgpped up to the plate as she had delivOne evening, we had a skit night,
in and worked hard to make the cangred services in Calgary. She organizkith the staff and children pattici
ready. the material for services and classegatsd in, and they worked hard. Their

As we were starting a new beginnimgll as the Amazing Race and crafikits were hilarious, most of them had
at Paulhaven, our Bible study corel&ter husband Steve Roesinger, assisver done anything like it. | am sure
ed with this, and we started at the vezg with wood, fire duty, and generahey will be fully prepared for next
beginning, Genesis 1 Days of Creatianaintenance. year! Campfire time is always a favor
combined with the camp theme, “The Recreational staff were constanitg when the children have hot choco
Amazing Race—Paulhaven Editioriusy, despite the fact that there wedate and cookies around the fire. They
Amazing Race was used to emphasizly eight children. The children werihen all participate in singing old-time
that there is a purpose for everythiegtertained with games of volleybatlampfire songs.
in life. We all go through challengesgpccer, tug of war, tag, human hungryOn the last night of camp, the girls
failures, sadness, disappointment, dngdpo, a slip and slide, numerous otivere all treated to an hour of pamper
hardships; however, we can makeeitgames, and a beach afternoon. Thay, with facials and doing their nails,
through with our faith, hope, and lovalso participated in teams like on tlaend the staff helped them get ready
In addition, we incorporated the wordmazing Race, where they compéir the dance, do their hair, etc.-Jus
“pause,” reminding us to pause foreal in different challenges and had tio Runka graciously drove up for the
moment before reacting, pause befoneet Phil on the mat. Leah also hadght with all his DJ equipment-in
making negative comments, judginthe children paint a beautiful mural afluding strobing lights, and the ehil
or before sending that text or sayitige solar system on the side of onedoén danced to all of their favoritee-mu
words that you will regret. In essendbe dorms. They painted the planetsic (he did throw in a few for us-old
pause long enough to consider and askl all used their handprints to maler adults). Once it was dark they were
yourself, “Is it kind, is it helpful, andhe sun. Turned out beautifully. treated to a beautiful sky filled with
does it reflect who | want to be?” In accordance with the Amazinfireworks and then off to bed.

We had anticipated fourteen te siRace, the kitchen staff themed the sup Overall, | believe that we had a very
teen children; however, in the end, wers, Ukrainian, Mexican, Canadiasuccessful camp week. All of the chil
had eight children, all girls, aged 8—&hd Italian, and Western BBQ. Thdren had fun and are excited to come
years old. On the bright side, thewhildren seemed to enjoy this and paext year and bring their friends.
were no big age disparities. In the p#stilarly on spaghetti night when theyhile it was a small camp, we have
years, the ages ranged from 8-18 yelaasl. to pick from a bag of utensils faid the foundation for the upcoming

It appeared that despite the smaht their supper, including: woodeyears with the hopes that it will once
number of children, we were a b#poon, flippers, whisk, ladle, etc. Thagain grow to what it was before.
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The Year of the New Jerusalem

Which Way to the Holy City?

By Rev. Dr. Jim Lawrence

1749 to 1771, Swedenborg took ttended to produce the inner sensige subject of a New Jerusalem as the
press seven major and eleven mieanings of the thirty-four biblicafirst of his short topical 1758 works,
nor works. Three of these organize amoloks he called the Word, he slo@nd significantly, all branches of
present theological topics. The vely realized the impracticality of thadwedenborgianism worldwide choose
first one he titledNew Jerusalem anglan. It had taken him eight years tdew Jerusalem as the central concept
Its Heavenly Doctrifi#58). It is worth produce the inner sense of only two their incorporated and legal name.
noting that in George Dole’s newebboks. Nearing the end of Exodus,
translation (2016) in the New Centuhe was sixty-eight years old, and qite'he New Jerusalenfocuses
ry Edition that is being published ovémportantly, he had become convincgdon how we can aspire to
many years by the Swedenborg Fotirough his voluminous lists of othgr good through process,
dation, this work is titled simpew verses in the Bible supporting the corin particular through our
Jerusalerthough very brief, New-Jerespondences of the inner meaning|of, ~tjons.
rusalem is nevertheless something @enesis and Exodus that the spiri
systematic overview of the new theal meaning of scriptuedwayseveals In New JerusalenSwedenborg
ogy shaped succinctly in twenty-threeNew Church theology. He felt freeteats twenty-three topics in short
topics. to move into writings that exploredompass. George Dole writes in his
In New Jerusalenswedenborgthe important topics of New Churchiranslator’s preface tiNgw Jerusalem
strives to shape an overall spirituakology. “focuses on how we can aspire to good
practice theology drawn from ideas Also importantly, as Swedenbothrough process, in particular through
and principles that emerged throughas nearing the end of Exodus, bar actions.” In subsequent offerings
his first published workSecrets offound himself more often contemthis upcoming Year of New Jerusalem,
Heaven(original Latin title being plating the Book of Revelation at thearious writers will help unpack how
Arcana Coelegtiathat ran to eight end of the canon. Captivated by théew Jerusalgmovides us with potent
very thick volumes originally and tprophet John’s pronouncement, “Anihsights for our own pilgrimage to the
twelve volumes in what became knowsaw the holy city, the new Jerusaleryly City.
as the American Standard Edit®a. coming down from God out of heavg., pr jim Lawrence has pastored three
crets of Heavisra verse-by-verse, ofteam, like a bride beautifully dressed f@hgregations, been dean of our church's
lengthy interpretation of the first twdner husband” (Rev. 21:2), Swedenbakgninary, and is currently the President of the
books of the Christian Bible canon. began focusing on New JerusalemS#gdenborgian Church of North America.

I n his theological period from Though Swedenborg originally inthe image holding the future. He chose

Fun, Faith, and Friendship

Continued from page 90

left as a better person, too. For all of
this, | thank each and every person at
Purley. You have all made a little nest
in my soul, and | am extremely grate
ful for the gift of being able to spend
time with you. Until we meet again.

Kurt Fekete has been the Youth Director for
the Swedenborgian Church of North America
for over twenty years. He also currently serves
as Vice President of the denomination.
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Nunc Licet Fellow

What Tree Am | Eating From?

By Tirah Keal

Life and the Tree of the Knewlvine perception. Paradise isn't takamo is paying attention can learn truth
edge of Good and Evil. away as punishment—it's the naturasing this kind of information.

In Genesis, we first hear about tlnsequence of disconnecting from theThe Holy City has twelve gates—
Tree of Life in the Garden of Edersource of goodness and truth. there are many ways to enter. But to
It's described as one of many trees thakLet's jump to the end of the-Bienter, we must leave behind ego,-dom
are “good for food.” Then there’s thele—Revelation chapter twenty-twination, and control. Revelation says:
Tree of the Knowledge of Good antihe Tree of Life appears again, now'i@utside are the dogs, the sorcerers,
Evil, also in the garden—but this orae center, with the River of the Walebauchers, murderers, idolaters, and
comes with a warning: do not eat froter of Life on one side, and the golthe deceitful.” This passage, in patticu
it. That's a bit confusing. Eating from an street of the city on the other. THar, has been used to hurt people. Some
tree that gives life—clearly good! Edtee of Life here is sustenance from tieve taken these words and claimed it
ing from a tree that lets you know whabrd, tailored to our needs. Its twelweas describing our LGBTQ family and
is good and what is evil—seems likdritits represent all the different seasdnisnds. This is a false and deadly use
would be useful! of our lives—the highs, the lows, thaf scripture! In fact, this passage is say

The Tree of Life in Eden symbolizaés-betweens. Whatever state we areiing thatall of uhave parts of ourselves
the perception of good and truth.-Pethere is spiritual nourishment for thathat are selfish, egotistical, and venge
ception is a kind of effortless knowing, On one side of the Tree is the Riv&ul. We can't take those parts of-our
like how we can tell if we like a smell of the Water of Life, or Living Waterselves into the city to be fed by the tree.
not, without having to think about it.which represents Divine Truth. On th&hose have to stay outside. Revelation
It's instinctual, immediate. In the Garother side is the golden street, symbsdhys we wash our robes, which stands
den, people could perceive good aizthg truth from the teachings of théor the work of being made clean. We
truth directly from the Divine. ThisChurch, or put another way, truth wenust be made clean by our Creator,
was the paradise: a state of harmonyeafn in community. Redeemer, the Divine, and then we
connection to God, of knowing with  And that brings us to the leaves. &an enter the city.
out having to learn through effort. the text says so beautifully, “the leavedry asking yourself: Which tree is

The Tree of Knowledge of Goodf the tree are for the healing of the reustaining me? Am | feeding my ego,
and Evil represents our desire ta cdions.” Swedenborg describes this asaramy spirit? And how can | return to
trol, to dominate, and to manipulatetional truth—the kind of truth accesthe Tree of Life?
Eating from this tree symbolizes tlsible even to those who don't read the,, ecnois keal is
moment when we start sayingll “ Bible. For example, we can see Cai-generation

decide what's good, I'll decide whaattseffect, and we can see whether ®ugdenborgian
minister’s kid. She is
about to begin her third

A Poem About the Ears year at United Lutheran

. . . Seminary, and she
Twinkle twinkle little ear, anticipates finishing her

I et me tell you about the Tree aight; we sever ourselves from that Dactions bring harm or healing. Anyone

how | wonder how you hear. MDiv and Certificate
Up above the world so high, in Swedenborgian
with ear ange|5 in the sky. Studies in 2027. Tirah has been married to Rev.
In our hearts while we pray, Solomon Keal fpr twenty-four years and is the

. proud mom of five wonderful humans. She
tea_Chmg u_s hOW.tO Obey' has a passion for building spiritual community
Twinkle twinkle little ear, and creating welcoming spaces for all, with a
how | wonder how you hear. special awareness of LGBTQIA+ people of all

—Bram Keal, age 13w9es.
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Up and Coming Publications

Up and Coming Publications

In case you missed it!
At Convention this year, these up and coming publications were announceskantegtibgsin

Spirit, Adventure, and Wonder: raced to get it ready for the printer aff@
Stories, Poems, and Essays picked up fifty copies three hours b’L
By Rev. Eric Allison fore my flight to Portland.)

Summary by Herb Ziegler After the opening session of tie

veral years ago, | was madenvention, | looked for Eric but dig
Sware of some writings Rev. Enot see him. | asked Michael, a me

llison had completed over thber of the Church of Puget Sounr
years before he was compromisedwdyo brought Eric to the conventiory,
his stroke in 2012. The memory i®und Eric’'s room number at our hot
vague, but perhaps John Titus told ra@d conference center, grabbed the pox
about this, as he had copies. It occuri@dooks, and knocked on his door. He
to me that Eric would enjoy seeing higas delighted to see me and, whe
w_ork in pr_int_ and that his family anobpe_:ned the box, he was surprised ang, gic allison holding a copy of his book,
friends, within and outside the churcldelighted. He thanked me effusively as  spirit, Adventure, and Wonder
would enjoy reading it. Thus began nie leafed through a copy, explaining to
Odyssey of producing a book for Ericae that he couldn't read. He openeahd Eric was inspired to become a

Why an Odyssey? | acquired photbis suitcase and showed me all the dhkiyedenborgian minister. John shares

copies of the writings from John, trarfigurines and objects he had made, addl account he wrote in 2012, after
scribed them to digital files, began wee chatted for a while more beforefric visited him in Michigan, and they
edit them, and told Eric of the projectieparted. spent time visiting meaningful places
He was enthusiastic and supportive.The next day, Eric set up his cl@gnd people in western Ohio, where he
For the next few years, my intentiopéeces and his book on a display tagkew up and became an adult, includ
were waylaid by Murphy’s Law, begiat the rear of the meeting room. Duing a visit with his 94-year-old mother
ning with technical problems havinipg breaks, delegates and visitors peher nursing home.
mostly to do with my inability to resrused Eric’'s wares and the book. Eric,Although Eric did not write much,
urrect an old version of the page layeing Eric, offered them as gifts tds talents are obvious; the pieces are
out application Adobe InDesign, whilthose who wanted them. Most of theswocative and well-written. He bared
avoiding a one-year subscription to theople know Eric, many well and fdris heart and his soul in these far-rang
application for over $500. This proa long time, so they were happy to d8g stories, reflections, and poems
cess was a long cycle of work-arousglie and his book and clay creationjthout fear of revealing too much of
and defeats, but | gradually designadd looked forward to reading it. Omimself. The stories range from a ehild
and laid out the entire book, and deuting day, Rebecca Esterson took baod adventure through college and
signed a cover with his photograph ¢ime role of helper and, at Eric’s requeyung adult experiences, adventures in
it. | worked sporadically on the projecead the contents out loud for a smake wilderness, and challenging situa
as a cascade of difficulties in my lgeoup of listeners. tions. His poems are whimsical, spiri
intervened. The 2025 annual conven The book, titledAdventure, Spir tual, loving, and seeking—and always
tion was scheduled for Portland; Oit, & Wonderppens with a preface bygleeply thoughtful and challenging.
egon, and Eric’s friends informed nd@hn Titus, a close friend through all Eric’'s help team is exploring the pos
that he would attend. With that goal ithe years, beginning when they wesiility of printing more copies for Eric
mind, | finally got things straightenedtudents at Urbana College in Urbant®, share and sell at craft fairs and to
out just in time to present the compleOhio. It was there, through the menmake available througie Messenger
ed project to Eric at the annual convetorship of Rev. Dr. Dorothea Harveyfor a donation to his assistance fund.
tion. (I flashed on my college days athht they became Swedenborgians, Continues on page 114
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Up and Coming Publications

Up_ and Coming IDUblicaﬁons\leremiah Ezekial Jackson, ordained imew language is like a magic key. It
Continued from page 113 1928. The ministers served in multi will unlock the secret meaning of

Missional and Marginalized: ple locations. Two served in Washing the Word of God.

The Black Ministers Ordained in ton, D.C., two did missionary work in  The new language she was refer
Convention Alabama, one served in North Gaming to is the language of Biblical cor
By Sue Ditmire bridge, Massachusetts, two in -Hatespondences, as Emanuel Swedenborg
Summary by Sue Ditmire lem, New York, and two in Chicagadescribed irHeavenly Secrelsyce

project for SwedenborgianSimons in Chicago, who maintaineithg up in the Detroit Swedenborgian
in Action Against Racisma ministry there for more than fort€hurch.

(SAAR), a working group that wagears, but | was only able to find scantAt the church in Detroit, Joyce
started after the murder of Georgeformation about this long ministry. learned about the summer camp in
Floyd in May of 2020. At that time, an | also added a segment on the Blagknont, Michigan, and began attend
ecumenical group of Swedenborgiarsstory of the United States, as theag it with her sisters. Joyce became
came together for the purpose of leaministries were greatly affected lypublic school teacher of the earli
ing about anti-racism in thought an@hat was going on in society. Two ekt grades, got married, and had five
action. The group also offered edudhe ministers were born into slaverghildren. She continued to teach-Sun
tional programs to improve raciat urThe two doing missionary work it Alday School and brought her children
derstanding and counteract prejudicabama had connections to the Tuske Almont Summer School each year,

The book project grew from thgee Institute. The two in Alabamahere she played an integral role in
story of three black ministers thatdnd Rev. Simmons in Chicago wetlee curriculum for and teaching of the
was aware of at the time: Rev. Glag/k greatly affected by the Red Sumwhildren’s daily Bible classes. Joyce and
Wheaton, ordained in 1980; Rev.Wiimer of 1919. Rev. Weems in Norther Detroit church friend, Betty Hill,
liam E. Fairfax (Gladys’ Stepfathef,ambridge had at one time 300 Blaghso created what later became known
ordained in 1937; and Rev. Samuriembers in his congregation. as the Five Smooth Stones newsletter
O'Dell Weems (Gladys’ Grandfather), | think you will find this history for Swedenborgian Sunday Schools.
ordained in 1917. Also, there were stooth amazing and sometimes shogks you can see, Joyce simply loved
ries that there had been a Black-Sadog, but a reflection of the general eteaching.
ety in Washington, D.C., at one timeperience and treatment of Black Amer Her passion did not go unnoticed.

As | did research, | also came upwans during the past 150 years. Nty 2000, J. Appleseed & Co., in-co
the history of the first African Amergoal is to have it in print before the emaperation with the American New

T he book started as a researthe longest-lasting ministry was Rehad learned all about them while grow

ican New Church Society in Waslof 2025. Church Sunday School Association,
ington, D. C., active from 1893-1905. published the second editionTdfe
The two ministers of the Society wefdie Magic Key, 3rd edition Magic KeyT his second edition was en
Rev. Peter Carter Louis, ordained By Joyce Fekete joyed by many Sunday School teach
January 1893 by Rev. Chauncey Gil&jmmary by Shelley Dolley ers who were fans of “Five Smooth

dained in September 1900, after ha School teacher Joyce FeketeTwenty -
ing studied at the Swedenborgia sat down at her typewriter anéive years lat
Theological School for more than twiyped a twenty-three page booklet fer, Rev. Dr.
years. This was the most well-dodellow Sunday School teachers titldin Lawrence
mented of all the ministries. “The Magic Kéynside, she wrote: and Rev. Jane
As | went through Convention e Bible means more than the Siebert decided
Journals anMessengetsalso found  ywords we read. It has a deeper, in {0 preserve the
Rev. George Gay Daniel, ordained in ner meaning meant for our heaven Simple wisdom
1906; Rev. Abraham Albert Simons, ly (“angel”) selves. If we wantte un shared in that little gem of a beook
ordained in 1910; Rev. Theodore- Ste derstand this deeper meaning, we let. They asked Joyce’s youngest son,
phens, ordained in 1926; and Rev. have to learn a new language. is Continues on page 115

and Rev. James Edward Thomas, Back in 1993, veteran Sundagtones.”
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Up and Coming Publications ©ne more special note about thEom

Continued from page 114 third edition ofThe Magic Keyoyce’s

mie’s life experience:
ARAM: How did Soldanella’sin

son Kurt's whole family was involved terest in Swedenborg in uence your

Kurt Fekete, who is the Youth Diredn bringing this edition to life. Kurt's

own?

tor of the Swedenborgian Church i TOMMIE: When Soldanella
g daughter, Ava, and wife, Shelley, “OPY0ld me to read Swedenborg, | felt

a great relief that | could connect
Christianity to this experience with

. . ) - the medium and that we have so lit
Were thrilled to announce that Details will be coming soon on how tje knowledge about what's really

the first print run of the third edi to order your own copy. When you going on outside ourselves. Ironical
tion of The Magic Kewas funded hold it in your hands, keep an eye outly, Swedenborg himself advises not
by a grant from the Tafel Fund, pulfor something hidden in the illustra to contact mediums, and yet that
lished by Almont New Church Assentions, and know that it was a labor of was the gateway to Swedenborg and

North America, and graphic desigredited, and all the illustrations are
er Rebekah Greenwood to help thesriginal artwork by his daughter, and

produce a third edition of the book. Joyce’s grand-daughter, Anastasia.

bly, and given to the attendees of thisve.
year’s Almont summer camp. Lifelong

the rest of my life

camper, who not coincidentally is alggstening to Eternity: The Music,

a teacher and the granddaughter Sjirituality, and Creative World of

Betty Hill, Becky Shelley Moore; inComposer Tommie Haglund

spired the camp to chodlee Magic By Aram Yardumian

Keyas the theme of this year’s sessi@ummary by the Swedenborg
For this third edition, Jim, Jane, anBoundation

Kurt have enhanced the book’s conte n September 5, The

by providing Biblical examples and eD Swedenborg Foundation wil}

planations of how to use your ow release our newest bddk;

magic key. They carefully matchagning to Eternitya memoir detail
Joyce’s voice. For example, where JoygeTommie Haglund’s journey from

This unique
book provides
yet another ex
ample of how
Swedenborg’s
writings con
tinue to live on,
shaping lives
and culture.
Tommie is a liv
ing composer of
international re

lists the correspondences of stones,dhgainful childhood to internationahown, who has lived a colorful and at
new edition includes an excerpt frorecognition as a deeply expressive times very hard life. We hope read
the story of David and Goliath, whergpiritually inspired composer. ers will benefit from Aram and Tom
in David chooses five smooth stonesin a candid question and answétie’s work to share these hard-wen in
to fight Goliath. Their addition goesormat through conversations spagights, and will appreciate the spiritu
on to state, in part, “The magic keying several years, author and schéhgaspect of Tommie’s story and musi
shows us that stones are the goed femm Yardumian traces connectioagl creations.
sons we learn that help us make betietween Tommie Haglund’s compo The print book is a paperback with
choices. Your stones might be a pragigions and life experiences. The stdrench flaps and thirty-eight images,
you like, a song that makes you feahges from childhood struggles aitluding twenty-three in color. It-in
brave, or words from the Bible that ygseriods of anxiety and iliness to art@udes a complete list of Haglund’s
remember.” tic triumphs; from a pivotal encounteworks, a Further Listening list, a bibli
with a medium to his love for Montyography, and an extended scholatly ep
Python and meeting with John Cleeggue from the author. Also available

This deeply personal narrative aps an ebook. You can purchase this
peals to classical music lovers, spiriti@pk online athttps://swedenborg.
seekers, and anyone curious about ¢ln/product/listening-to-eternity
creative process—no technical mus
knowledge required.

The Swedenborgian commu
nity will appreciate the preseng
of Swedenborg woven througho

Do you write poetry?
Send it along to:
Messenger@ Swedenborg.org
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Our Daily Breadto Launch New Video Podcast Series
By Rev. Thom Muller

alquesters.orgs about to within our denomination in particularimpulse for conversation and reflection

launch a new video podca$dur conversations will not shy awayithin our denomination.
called Swedenborg Room, where Rudym such issues as a critical interro The second phase of our video pod
Caseres and | will have casual disagetion of our own beliefs, addressingst will be focused on engaging a vari
sions on Swedenborgian topics. Thapics like sexual ethics, LGBTQ+-irety of Swedenborgian voices in cenver
reflects a new direction of our miniglusion, and other contemporary-so&ation, with guests from diverse back
try, as we increase our online visibil#yal topics, and honoring the many difounds sharing their unique experi
and original content creation. verse expressions and interpretationsrmées, approaches, spiritual practices,

The mission oOur Daily Breais Swedenborgian theology and spirituaind ministries.

to publicly share content that reflecity present in our movement, focusing We hope you will stay tuned as we
the distinct “flavor” of our particularon free individual discernment oveoll out this exciting new project. Vid
branch of Swedenborgianism, charalogmatism, orthodoxy, or uniformityeos will be shared both on our website,
terized by open spiritual inquiry,¥fad We will begin with a seriespiritualquesters.qgr@and on vari
ical inclusiveness, and a willingnessfo “Swedenborgianism 101" epious social media platforms, including
critically engage the treasure that is sades, in which we will explore basfouTube. We have begun recording
tradition. At a time when we see a coBwedenborgian concepts, such as dne editing, and plan on releasing our
tinuing emergence of excellent outldife and works of Swedenborg, the rfarst episode in September.
of Swedenborgian content on the intdure of God, the inner worlds, regen If you have ideas for topics or guests
net, it is as important as ever that weation, the afterlife, angels etc., whiferhaps even yourself!), please email
offer public voices that reflect the kingill serve as both an introduction tme atodb@swedenborg.org

O ur Daily Breadat spirit- of discourse valued by and cultivatedwcomers, as well as a platform and

The Social Justice Committee

T he Social Justice Committee September 15. Sign up for the 3. “Therés just so much fun in

invites you to explore, join, or  Zoom link herehttps://forms. caring for our bodies and the
enjoy these new initiatives! gle/hSrscnnfpNTeKKTA6 earth” An interview with
* Enjoy our collaboration with Kei and Susan Pang, leaders
« Join our Facebook Grouplie The Helen Keller Spiritual Life in the creation of a conserva

Social Justice Committee of the  Collaborative: the podcast series  tion easement at the Garden
SCNA"to share and receive re Spiritual Ecology: Wisdom for a Chapel in St. Louis.

sources for incorporating justice  Changing Planet We welcome new members to the

work into our lives. 1. “The Garden Was Born Out  committee! Let us know if you are in
» Join our biweekly support group: of Healing” An interview terested athttps://swedenborg.org/

Staying Grounded in Times of Po with Jamila Davey of Green  contact-us/

litical and Social Upheawveathere for the Greater Good, a part

we receive the nurturing pres ner with The Church of the

ence of community and focus Holy City in Wilmington,

on the small, necessary things Delaware.

that keep us going day-to-day, 2. “Itis time to bring coherence

in the work of justice and the to this place’An interview

work of life. Mondays 7:06M with Rachel Lyn Rumson,

ET/6:00 PM CT/4:00 PM PT On on the interconnectedness

Zoom. The next meeting is on of humanity and nature.
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Gray Fund Call For Proposals

T he Gray Fund was establishédvestment Committee of the Gen
by the will of Wesley N. Grayal Convention, generally at or closg
a Reading, Massachusettiur percent of funds invested. Gi
roofing contractor, member of the-Boan expected return on investmen
ton Society of the New Jerusalem, aaldout seven percent, averaged ovg
dedicated supporter of the knowledgears, this allows reinvestment of t
and works of Emanuel Swedenbongercent of the increase in value, 1
His will, after provisions for his wifemaintaining the viability of the fur
extended family, and workers, left thto the future, assuming annual inf
remainder of his estate to a trust thin to be close to three percent oV
would distribute funds according tten-year period.
his specifications and under the di
rection of three trustees. The origing1rant Procedures:
three trustees were named in the will * The trustees make a call for-f
with instructions that replacement%Osals for the next calendar year.
would be selected by the trustees wit
the concurrence of the Massachuséﬁ@ke requests for the next caler
New Church Union and the Generaf®3' only or for up to three years,
Convention of the New Jerusalem. newable by application a_mnually.
The key wording in the will (revised ° Grantee_zs must provide a repor
in 2005) follows: the conclusion of th_e grant project.
“ .. the Standing Committee of the ° If funds remain to be grantq
Massachusetts New Church Uniozc,Jr the following calendar year af
and the General Council of the Geﬁwards are made, the Gray Fund
eral Convention of the New Jerusalet _
in the United States of America, to BadY basis. .
held by said Board of Trustees for theThe Gr_ay Fund deadline for 202
following purposes, to wit: To keeeEzequests is October 3Please ema
safely invested atal pay over the n our grant requests to the Gray Fl
income after all expenses and the a6y, Rebecpa Estersamgstr
allowance for their services are paigo@dtu-edoy this date.
such Church and missionary uses,pref

[

83 Dorothea’s last act prior to retire
iAnt—an extraordinary gift.

N

W Churches and organizations ¢
|

1)

"

nsider requests for funding on a fo

attends. Lon learned that this man
had attended Urbana University and
found Dorothea to be a kind and ehar
ismatic instructor who held comfort
able student gatherings, forming warm

Efelationships.
e tORev. Jane Siebert has a cherished

&Hemory of Dorothea laying on hands
8firing Jane’s ordination service. This

hus|y the fall of 2003, | asked for guid
tance from the Rev. Drs. George Dole
l3ind Dorothea Harvey as | struggled

Elvith becoming the first woman and

first lay person to become President
of Convention. Both were exceeding
r}y gracious and helpful. My mantra of
support through six years of presiden
was Dorothea saying, “Go for it,
ris!”
The Rev. Dr. Dorothea Harvey’s
work in the Swedenborgian Church

| Was impactful. Self-effacing, brilliant,

and discerning, she became a change-
aker by bringing her talents, scholar
tShip. deep theological knowledge, and
\Gfring wisdom to the Church.
|| Dorothea loved teaching. HerJast
ing legacy for the Church was the gift
of her home, the proceeds from which
iithe Dorothea Harvey Chair was estab
,fighed at the Center for Swedenborgian
Studies. The Chair is currently held by
Dr. Rebecca Esterson, Dean of CSS.
After retirement, Dorothea contin
ued writing. A small unpublished piece

~

O

erably in Massachusetts first, then|ifFiifg; Years of Women In Minisiy “The Nature of Spirit” begins

United States of America, and th@rtdminued from page 94

with “Spirit is the creative Presence in

the whole world, as shall seem 19 {3t and information, her presentall that is” and closes with “God’s will
most deserving, and most useful 1oWa{dy a5 comfortable, conversationas, that | find my deepest joy.”

the growth of the New Jerusalem Ghyrehmaintained a worshipful format

... [italics added]’ ' Many years ago, Lon Elmer h
_The Gray Fund assets are invesjgd finished readinghe Holy Cen
in the Common Fund, established %r a book written by Dorothea.-A

General Convention to invest, MaRending a meeting at the Swedenb
age, and pay out investments by

stituent and related entities of the G
eral Convention. The trustees m
available for grants the annual-{
out as determined annually by

KR ok. Decades later, a new mem

Sy

F8khool of Religion, he ran into herducator from Midland,
€le thanked her for this wonderfuMichigan. She was

3bined the Wilmington, Delaware
edenborgian Church that Lonoos-2010.

Dorothea Harvey lived this. With
adeep gratitude, our Church is the bet
ter for it.

t Christine (Chris) Laitner,
OBCA., M Mus, retired

bther first woman to be
e(?ected president of the
'SCNA, and served from
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Teens Ponder Dreams and Visions
at the Almont Memorial Weekend Retreat

By Kurt Fekete

025 Almont Memorial Week which involved sitting in a small-cirSeveral teen girls chose to do paintings

nd Swedenborgian Churchle in the forest without food for threef John’s visions from Revelation, such
Youth League teen retreat to explatays, Renée had a vividly moviRg wis the River of Life (Revelation 22:1-
the theme “Dreams, Visions, and thston involving a group of elders. Sti2), the Beast out of the Sea (Revela
Whisperings of Angels.” Over the etoday, layers of her vision continu®n 13:1-3), and the Woman and the

Sventeen teens assembled for Hukilt. Near the end of her vision questlley of dry bones (Ezekiel 37:1-14).

tended holiday Dragon (Rev
weekend, we elation 12:1-
presented ses 4). One teenage
sions on dreams girl decided to
and visions from do a multimedia
the Bible, creat art piece of Ne
ed artwork relat buchadnezzar's
ed to biblical vi Tree Dream
sions, and cen (Daniel 4:9-
ducted work 12). The teens
shops exploring listened to in
our own persen spiring dream-
al dreams. themed mu
Rev. Renée sic while they
Machiniak led worked, and
the first ses many of them
sion on Joseph'y spent several
dreams. She be hours working
gan by asking 4| on their artistic
few of the teens creations. Af
to share a re ter the teens fin
cent or signif 2025 Memorial Day Retreat group. ished their art,
icant dream. some of them

Renée related the Bible story of Josépltbe peeled back and revealed to helped around camp by painting the
and the premonition dreams of beirig significant and profoundly helpfuside Heritage porch. It's always great to
a leader that he shared with his brotivays. Renée declared, “Visions helpleve the teens help beautify and pro
ers. Renée explained the many variepiaad our awareness. You are beingtactt our camp buildings. Thank you,
of dreams and then helped the grotypduced to a previously unknownwi&atie and Craig Carson, for leading
understand the difference betwedom or understanding.” this work project.

dreams and visions. She said, “Visiond directed the Saturday afternoon Heather Oelker and | led projective
happen to you when you are awamession. The youth read a seriesgofup dream work circles late Satur
They are more real, direct, and crystalelve interesting Bible passages aliay afternoon. Rev. Ted Cole previd
clear. Visions are more important arrddream or vision. Then they sele@d instruction on how to lead a dream
are unforgettable.” Then Renée wesd one of particular interest to createiacle using resources adapted from
on to share the story of the vision quegtrk of art. The boys tended to graudaden Institute Guidelines for Dream

that she went on when she was a youaig to Ezekiel’s startling vision of the Continues on page 119
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Teens Ponder Dreams sharers all benefited from the persp[c

Continued from page 118 tives of the group

Groups (Bob Haden, May 2009, The Rev. Kit Billings led the Satur

Haden Institutewww.hadeninstitute. day evening session. Kit's session

com office@hadeninstitute.comied on Joseph and his ability to interprgt
proclaimed, “Dreams are more -horireams. Kit told the story from Ger
est, impactful, and real than real lifesis 41, where Joseph interpreted Hha
Dreams are a real thing. They areraoh’'s dreams of seven fat and sejen
regal thing.” This method of dreanskinny cows and seven healthy stglks
work highly respects both the dreanf grain and seven thin stalks of grala

and the dreamer. The dream is-vallit explained how this dream story
able and sacred. At each dream-wonksdom and spiritual insight can-pr
shop, a prayer was offered for boptare people for the future. He po

the dreamer and the group. The-préulated that this was a powerful st
cess worked by having the dreantgrof rising from hardship to leade
relate their dream to the circle, theghip, which also illustrated resilieng
they gave the dream to the groughrough suffering, the importance ¢

The group talked without input fromtrusting Divine timing in life, and us
the dream sharer, with each persorg one's gifts for the good of others

projecting their thoughts about the On Sunday morning, | present

dream using the phrase “if it were ngd the Jacob’s Ladder dream (Gen

dream...” or “in my dream...” 28:10-22). | read the story to the teeis,
Next, the group gave the dreaien | told them the backstory about

vas

T

&4

=4

—h

SIS

The teens create works of art inspired by a

back to the dreamer for their refledacob’s parents, his twin birth, and thssage from the Bible (bottom left). Ezekiel's
tion. My group worked on four dif exciting story of how he captured thésion of dry bones (Ezekiel 37:1-14) by Micah
ferent dreams shared by four differefamily birthright and blessing from his King (above). The Woman and the Dragon

teens. We ended the dream workshdpsther Esau. Next, we discussed

tﬁ%evelation 12:1-4) by Athena Baxter (below).

by thanking them for sharing and tolehner meaning of the Jacob’s Laddglass: the natural truth is the glass (the
them that it was important to trackdream. | explained that there were twontainer), while the spiritual truth is
their dreams over the next few daysg themes in this story—the stone atite water (the essence contained with
because future dreams will repeat whiag ladder. Jacob used a stone as aipjl These truths exist in constant re
the dreamer did not catch. Everyorew. Stones represent solid truths tHationship with each other. The ladder
thought that this was a very intriguwe can rely on and trust. The stong all about the connection between
ing and useful practice, and the dreamnas set on the ground, so these répaven and earth, the bond between

The head is the cen
trol center of the body.

resent natural truths.God and humankind, or, more person

ally, the link between you and the-spir
itual world. The ladder is a promise.

So, the correspondench is a holy covenant between heaven
of a head resting on and earth. So, when we reside in use
stone on the ground idful, natural truths—our head on a stone
your command-and-—these truths can get “angelified” via
control center, found a spiritual ladder into higher spiritual
ed on and grounded intruths. This continuous flow of the-an
natural truth. Natural gelic truth from the heavens can turn
truths allow spiritual our concrete thoughts and ideas into
truths to be let in. Youuseful goods and actiongtllens for
can think of this rela positive change. This is a story that
tionship like water in a Continues on page 120
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Teens Ponder Dreams

Continued from page 119

held in captivity or
feel imprisoned.” We
reminds us that we are blessed clgiiscussed the differ
dren of God with continuous and eorent ways we can b¢
stant access to the heavenly realm. Weéd captive or im
should remember to thank God faprisoned. | contin
the gifts that we receive and give batsd, “People can holg
whenever we can by sharing our go¢¢ captive to ideas
ness, truth, and useful actions wigind thoughts that are

others.

Zsa Zsa unleashing her
inner Mario Kart racer at
the go-kart track

false or that we don'

The last agree with. We can
session onbe bullied or forced
Sunday after to do something we
noon was my dont want to do. We (From left to right) Betsy Aldrich, Bill Baxter, Kurt Fekete, Heather
session wascan also hold our Oekler, and Rev. Kit Billings enjoying a game of mini golf.
on Ezekiel's selves captive, which
vision of the is often even worse. Divine providenagainbow, which represents a covenant
four creatures can help us when we are held captibefween God and us. This is a prom
and their as and Ezekiel’s dream helps us undise from God to continue to guide us
sociated stand how.” | then went through th@nd direct us through our struggle by
wheels found different aspects of the dream and @xoviding us with guiding providence,
in Ezekiel 1. plained the inner meaning. | focusdave, and care. | know this sessior reso
We read and on the dream features of the wings, thated with the teens, as one of the girls
meditated on eye-covered wheels, and the faces ofifproached me after the session with

the incredible Ezekiel's fantastic \dreatures (human, lion, ox, and eagksore questions about how divine prov
sion, then we had some fun creatifich of the faces represents a chaidence could help her with her anxiety.
the creatures with paper masks atedistic that we need when we are héflavas a blessing to be able to help her
sticker eyes. | explained how the s@aptive, and these are the qualities wayigate her difficult dilemma, and
ry presents both an image of God al@k for in God at these times. Humaalong with providing some helpful tips,
an image of the characteristics we négresents intelligence; the lion is-polatold her how brave she was to reach
(from God) when we are struggling.€rful truth, strong love, and braverput for guidance and assistance.

told the youth, “This is a story of howhe ox is useful, good works; and theThe teens and | also had fun-dur
we can trust in divine providence t@agle is rational, spiritual sight to guitieg our free time. We played frisbee
guide us to a better place when we Hfeforward. The vision concludes withith the ten young adults who were

concurrently attending the Transitions

retreat. We bumped the volleyball
around in a circle. We enjoyed beauti
ful weather for our Sunday afternoon
mini golf/go-kart outing. We played
board games, Codenames, Catch
Phrase, and the Sign Game. We-feast
ed on a wonderful Sunday evening tra
ditional Memorial Day BBQ cooked
by Tammara Mounce, Craig Carson,
and Katie Carson, followed by our
annual evening ice cream social. We
had so much fun eating and playing

Rev. Kit Billings leads the nal worship service.

Continues on page 122



the Messenger

September 2025

Memorial Day

Many Hands Make Light Work:
FNCA Memorial Day Work Weekend

By Beki Greenwood

t the end of May every yea
Athe Buildings and Grounds
Committee of the Fryeburg

New Church Assembly (FNCA) hosys
their annual work weekend. Membe}
and friends are invited to come up jo
the FNCA and be of use to our eo
munity by lending their time and-tal
ents to opening the camp for the suf

(%)

and many items needed to be disposed
of. A lot of time was spent on sort
ing through all the items that were re
moved from the cabin, including many
books from Pop Woofenden’s callec
tion that are now integrated into the
main camp library that resides in our
lecture hall. This tree also clipped
the corner of the adjacent Taft cabin

mer season and working on variokgss woofenden and Stephen Dyson keep @9rch, which prompted the I_ong-negd
new projects, cleaning, or repairs thainder a tarp and work together on repairs ed update to the door, and its location
keep our aging facility alive and well. and improvements to the Taft cabin.  was moved to the porch.

This year, workers were there froand enjoyed a weekend of service and

Thursday until the Tuesday after-M&ommunity. There are projects for I
morial Day, working hard on our-beskill sets, and there is something for
loved camp property. everyone of any age to help with-

We never know what kind of weathicious meals were prepared by Chyis
er we will be treated to at this sprinJergliafera, with the assistance of Pqlly
time event. And this year it was coRaxter and Christiaan Kandel, to keg¢p
and wet until the very last day (whichll the workers in attendance full arjd
of course was a sunny, seventy-sgistained. One of the perks of comifig
en degrees)! Even with the less-thamthis event for sure are the meals.

preferred working conditions, about In October of 2024, a huge pine sometimes it takes a tree falling for needed
twenty-five people came togetheie fell on our property and left heavy change. The Taft door was moved to the

damage to two  screen porch (formerly where the white

of our build window here is). A much-needed update that

. made the inside feel so much bigger as well as
ings. These j peautiful extension to the outside porch!
two buildings

were the high  Apart from the cabin damage re
est on our prej pairs, many water pipes had to be
ect list. Primar fixed, new gutters were hung, and
ily, prepping plans for an updated ADA-compliant
the Woofenden bathroom in our Main Building were
cabin for the ex established. Thank you to the Tafel
tensive repairsFund for supporting our much-need
to the roof and ed bathroom updates that will bring
windows. There our most-used restroom on campus up
was quite a bit to code. We will also be updating our
of debris and two first-floor accessible rooms with

During Work Weekend, we push together tables so that we can allbyoken glasshalf-bathrooms to meet code within
to sit together at one table. (Here we ran out of space!) Our commugiy| inside that the next year. Fire extinguishers were

meals during these times are full of laughter, joy, and homemade

yummy meals.

heeded removal, Continues on page 122
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Many Hands Make Light Work  serviced and redistributed to atiothing like working hard, getting
Continued from page 121 the cabins. There were paintingour hands dirty (or getting soaked by
projects, new handrails installeal surprise water pipe break) to better
around camp, and so muclour camp facility and then enjoying
cleaning—all among the thingime with one another when the sun
that got accomplished. We hagoes down and the work ends. Any ex
a successful weekend with maoyse to spend time with our spiritual
projects started and complefamily, we will take—it's even better
ed. Special thanks and shouthen we are in use and service to our
out to Ross Woofenden, wh@ommunity at the same time. Thank
shares his carpentry and builgou to everyone who joined us, and we
ing talents with us and plans tiok forward to doing it all again next
stay for much of the summer tgear!

complete all these projects and,: s cenwood has
others not even started yet bgrved on the ENCA

The FNCA Buildings and Grounds Committee is ta{REG the camp session beginstieerd of directors for

with the care, maintenance, and stewardship of thate July. over seventeen years.
physical plant of the Assembly. The members here ardt is a lot of work keeping upShe is currently the FNCA

Beki Greenwood, Colgate Searle, David Richardsg, aging facility, but boy, do wascretary and is on the

Carol LeBaron, and Dan Dyer. _Buildings and Grounds and
4 have fun together. There i§ytreach Committees.

Teens Ponder Dreams from our Divine Creator. In the words of Jacob, “The Lord is
Continued from page 120 Thank you to our retreat's wondesurely in this place. How holy this
together as a community of friends. ful staff, Heather Oelker, Bill Baxteplace is! This must be the house of
Kit led the retreat closing worBetsy Aldrich, Rev. Renée Machinia®od. is is the gate of heaven. May
ship service on Sunday evening. I#ev. Kit Billings, and Transitions leadsod be with me. May he watch over
returned to the theme of Pharaohé, Tammara Mounce. Additionaine on this journey I'm taking. May he
dreams and explained how we cantalinks to Lori Patana and all the cagive me food to eat and clothes to wear.
lift ourselves up out of our struggles tgkers and keepers of the Almont Ren you, Lord, will be my God.”
become important mentors and guidggat Center.
to each other. Then Kit concluded
worship with an inspiring holy cem
munion ritual. As we gathered in oyr Young Adult (18-30)

worship community and | consider Transitions Group Update from the
our time together, it was easy to-viqu Memorial Day Retreat
alize Jacob’s ladder connecting-hepav
en and earth. The flow of love risiflg  We gathered together once again to take on thepraagts Almont has
from our little community to heaver) to offer. After turning on the water and power backinterized buildings,
was palpable, and | think we all fdlt we tackled some other Almont needs also. Overgrowth along the fende fine an
the strong angelic love that heaven fe wood left behind from DTE Energy were gathered and taken away. The afts and
turned to us. It makes me incredibly crafts cottage door was sanded down and repainted. Some new furnisare vas a
joyful to know that the teens have r brought into camp and moved into the Rec Hall. Katie Carson led the project to
treats, camps, and this blessed ch rcﬁepaint the side porch. Between projects, we played games r_:lnd talkezl gdbout t
' ' . dreams and visions of Swedenborg and what are dreams might siéake t¢ u
community that the_y can continue t also once again visited the nearby village of Armada twice, once for é&g®lcipa
retgrn to, thus gaining awareness ndonce for the annual flea market. Our next retreat will berif@ndsgivingin
enlightenment of the powerful trut

i November. Stay tuneetRonnie Viges, Transitions Group Scribe
and glorious goodness that emangtes
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Swedenborgian Summer
Continued from page 109
and go straight to Maine after. | &
so glad we did. By making this a
ority, we have increased our persp
spiritual communities exponentiall
For many years, campers have pop
in from Almont to FNCA, and | hap
made so many connections from
ing at Convention for the past se
al years that | walked into a family
fabulous people | already knew.
were welcomed with open arms a
got to experience the bonding that o
extended-time church events proyi
us, and not only make new friendshi
but strengthen existing ones—wal
ing the kids do the same is really |
it is all about.

By attending both camps (and ot
youth events), the kids are form
their own unique version of wh

=

=

eBwedenborgianCommunity.orgj

With broadcasts and written
messages most weeggiritual
Sunshine: A Swedenborgiar]

Community Onlinis your
interfaith-Swedenborgian
community—with a presence on
" YouTube, Facebook, Instagran,
€ and your favorite podcasting
S platform. Join us as we seek
to empower awareness of and
connection to the spiritual
sunlight from Divinity within

r all of us.

at

“church” is to them. They are buildi
a lasting heavenly community that
like no other. Often, | hear other pa

=)

ents lament about how it is a chorg f

their kids to attend their own familigs
religious obligations, while mine col
down the minutes until the next ong
We must be doing something righ
Our camps are the jewels of ¢
Swedenborgian crown and are sur
one of those right things. | love b
camps: the picturesque vacationland
the FNCA, and the warmth of the

Almont community, they bring the

sunshine to our souls that get l]

Church Calendar

. September 15, 202Reports are due
to Central Office for inclusion in the
2025 Journal

. September 25-28, 202X5athering
Leaves, Temenos, Pennsylvania

. September 26-27, 2025CFA Annual
Meeting, Burlingame, California

. October 10-13, 2025CYL Fall Retreat,
Duxbury, Massachusetts

.November 14-15, 2025eneral Council
Meeting, Washington, D.C.

through the next year—five out of fi

stars in the decision to make two

camps part of our summer lives,-I
courage you and your family to do
same.

Dl___

en Follow SCYL
theClear Blue Sky

on Instagram:
instagram.com/
scylclearbluesky/

The Swedenborgian Church of
North America

To Donate

(D

Visit Swedenborg.org/donat

Getthe Messenger
by mail

e US Address — $25/year
» Canada Address — $30/yepr
e Other Address —$40/year
Visit the website for details or t¢
subscribe to the free online

version ofthe Messenger

Swedenborg.org/
news-announcements/

newsletter-the-messenger/

A Poem of Heart

The thing that keeps you alive,
where the angels reside.

The electrical flow,

inhabited by the glow of angels.

The way you behave

determines how you stay

your heart keeps you going,

the most important thing about you.

Whether a good or bad heart,
a messy or tidy heart,
the angels will accept you.
No matter the way,
be true in your stay,
while you use your heart
in every way.
—Serena Greenwood, age 14
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About the Swedenborgian
Church

Emanuel Swedenborg was
born on January 29, 1688, in
Stockholm, Sweden. Although
he never intended a church
denomination to be founded or
named after him, a society was
formed in London fifteen years
after his death. American groups
eventually founded the General
Convention of Swedenborgian
Churches.

$V D UHVXOW RI
spiritual questioning and insights,
we as a church exist to encourage
that same spirit of inquiry and
personal growth, to respect
differences in views, and to accept
others who may have different
traditions.

In his theological writings,
Swedenborg shared a view of
*RG DV LQAQLWHO\ O
very center of our beings, a view
of life as a spiritual birthing as we
participate in our own creation,
and a view of scripture as a story
of inner life stages as we learn
and grow. Swedenborg said, “All
religion relates to life, and the
life of religion is to do good.” He
also felt that the sincerest form of
worship is a useful life.

6

SCYL Fall Retreat

SCYL Fall Teen Retreat

A SCYL retreat for ages 13 — 18
Theme:The Beautifully Wicked Trap: How Hell Captures Your Soul
Dates:Friday, October 10, 7004 — Monday, October 13, 10:0M
Location: Cedar Hill Retreat Center, Duxbury Massachusetts
Cost:$50 with a household maximum of $100

At this year's 2025 SCYL Fall Teen Retreat, visgllimto The Beautifully

Wicked Trap: How Hell Captures Your Soul—an eye-opening look at the subtle

ways nhegativity tries to lure us in and how we can rise above it. Together, we'll
7 H'@Pﬂ% I%lq{,l;?“fpl_aybook"—from twisted truths to gmpeasures—and discov

er powerful defenses rooted in love, joy, and service. Through s @asisio

ties, and reflection, we will learn how to spot the red flags, ohdloatejuilds,

serve without the spotlight, and stay spiritually awake. This retrehbig

fear—it's about freedom: the freedom to live with clarity, strengthirpogey

creating lives that truly connect and give back. Regsstedanborg.arg
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SCYL teens enjoying Plymouth Bay beach at the 2024 Fall Teen Retreat.




