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L E T T E R F R O M T H E E D I T O R 

O f the p i c tures and stories t h a t have come back 
f r o m E n g l a n d , none seems t o say more a b o u t the 
N e w C h u r c h W o r l d Assembly as a w h o l e , t h a n the 
cover p o r t r a i t o f t h e Rev. O t h m a r T o b i s c h address­
ing the Assembly . T h e W o r l d Assembly was his 
v is ion a decade ago, a v i s ion k e p t alive b y great 
force of w i l l t h r o u g h years w h e n m a n y w h o 
t h o u g h t i t w o u l d be " n i c e " d i d n o t rea l ly take i t 
ser iously . I t was a v is ion t u r n e d i n t o r e a l i t y by 
countless hours o f p l a n n i n g and correspondence— 
the l a t t e r carr ied o n w i t h massive help f r o m his 
w i f e , M a r g i t — i n seemingly boundless energy devo­
ted to c a r r y i n g o u t detai ls . T h e rea l i za t i on o f his 
v i s i o n , the j u s t i f i c a t i o n o f all the w o r k , can be seen 
i n his face, w h i c h a lways corresponded more read­
i l y t o the state o f his s p i r i t t h a n most faces d o . T h e 
signif icance o f t h e fact t h a t there was a N e w 
C h u r c h W o r l d Assembly and o u r b r o t h e r O t h m a r 
was a par t o f i t , is stated so f u l l y o n the cover t h a t 
i t needs no expans ion here. 

As sad as the loss is f o r M a r g i t T o b i s c h , and f o r the 

m a n y w h o miss t h e i r be loved f r i e n d , 1 hope t h a t 
th i s w i l l n o t be regarded as a m o u r n f u l cover. A l ­
t h o u g h a m a n as unreservedly alive as O t h m a r a l ­
ways has m o r e th ings t o d o , he is s h o w n and re­
m e m b e r e d here as one w h o has had the great good 
f o r t u n e , as th i s w o r l d goes, t o have c omple ted t w o 
great works—his San Franc isco pastora le and the 
A s s e m b l y — i n good order , w i t l i d i s t i n c t i o n , and 
deserving o f deep sat i s fac t ion . 

R e p o r t o n t h e W o r l d Assembly 

T h e A s s e m b l y was covered f or The Messenger by a 
n u m b e r o l v o l u n t e e r repor ters whose w o r k was or ­
ganized by D e p a r t m e n t o f P u b l i c a t i o n members 
w h o w e n t t o E n g l a n d , especially Leonore Spiers. 
Mos t o l the r epor t s received by m i d - A u g u s t appear 
i n th is issue, and a b o u t this m a n y more are expect ­
ed f or O c t o b e r . Pictures taken by A d L i e b e r t and 
the Rev. R i l l W o o f e n d e n w i l l i l lus trate th i s issue, 
and many more are l e f t f o r nex t m o n t h . 

T h e cover banner " W o r l d Assembly Issue—I " rea l ly 
promises w h a t i t imp l i e s : there 's more t o come. 

Robert H. Kirven 
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Dear M r . K i r v e n : 

Y o u w i l l p r o b a b l y k n o w t h a t o u r dear O t h ­
mar T o b i s c h saw his v i s i o n f u l f i l l e d and the 
W o r l d A s s e m b l y has been a great and h a p p y 
gather ing o f N e w C h u r c h f o l k f r o m m a n y 
countr ies and every g r o u p a n d the o u t c o m e 
can o n l y be f or deepening o f a f f e c t i o n a n d 
a c l a r i f i c a t i o n o f u n d e r s t a n d i n g amongst us 
a l l . Those o f us w h o were o l d f r i ends clasped 
hands again and those w h o d i d n o t k n o w one 
ano ther have t a l k e d and w o r s h i p p e d and 
prayed and p l a y e d together . A s O t h m a r 
w r o t e his notes o n the 4 t h J u l y — " t h e sum 
t o t a l o f experience is imposs ib le f o r me t o 
evaluate. M y experience is the f u l f i l l m e n t 
o f a d r e a m idea and angelic e n l i g h t e n m e n t 
t e n years ago. C l i m a x o f m y l i f e as the ser­
v a n t o f t h e L o r d ' s N e w C h u r c h . . . L e t the 
L o r d and angelic sp ir i ts guide us i n t h i s and 
e v e r y t h i n g . T h e one purpose I had i n m i n d 
is f u l f i l l e d . We have g o t t e n together f r o m 
the f o u r corners and m i n g l e d . We w i l l never 
be the same hereafter—a g low w i l l r e m a i n . " 

O t h m a r w e n t t o D e r b y w i t h the g r o u p meet ­
i n g there—and o n the 8 t h J u l y q u i e t l y s l ipped 
away f r o m th i s w o r l d t o j o i n a greater c o m ­
p a n y w h o declare w i t h clearer t ongue a n d 
greater u n d e r s t a n d i n g t h a n we do t h a t t h e 
L o r d G o d Jesus Chr i s t reigns. He was at the 
h o m e o f the Rev. and Mrs . C h r i s t o p h e r Has-
ler , w h o gave s t r e n g t h and aid t o M a r g i t : B i l l 
W o o f e n d e n was one o f the f i r s t o n t h e scene, 
and he t o o gave such s t r e n g t h . 

O n Tuesday o f t h i s week we gathered i n the 
D e r b y C h u r c h : M r . Hasler c o n d u c t e d the 
w o r s h i p , m y w i f e p layed the organ a n d I 
stayed w i t h M r s . T o b i s c h and her daughter 
and granddaughter , as an o l d f r i e n d , i n the 
congregat ion . M r . Hasler t o o k a b e a u t i f u l 
service—and we w e n t together f o r the crema­
t i o n a n d so i n t o the sunshine, t o say one t o 
another t h a t O t h m a r had f u l f i l l e d his heart 's 
wish a n d , as C h r i s t o p h e r Hasler said, " a g l ow 
w i l l c e r t a i n l y r e m a i n . I t was l i t w i t h i n us by 
the L o r d Jesus Chr i s t w o r k i n g t h r o u g h His 
servants . " 

C. H. Presland 

M E M O R I A L A D D R E S S F O R 
R E V . OTHMAR T O B I S C H 

Held in Derby, England on the day of Mr. To-
bisch's cremation and delivered by Rev. Christo­
pher V.A. Hasler, Minister of the New Church in 
Derby. 

T h e w a r m t h o f a f f e c t i o n i n w h i c h O t h m a r T o b i s c h 
was h e l d b y N e w C h u r c h people a l l over t h e w o r l d 
is seen i n t h e i r r e a c t i o n t o the news o f his sudden 
d e a t h : a deep shock ; a sense o f personal loss; and 
a very p a i n f u l gr ie f i n the heart o f us a l l . 

I have had the pr iv i lege o f seeing some o f the mes­
sages w h i c h were sent t o his f a m i l y and t h e y are a 
w o n d e r f u l t r i b u t e to a m a n w h o had no acquain ­
tances b u t o n l y close f r iends . 

A n d n o w we are l e f t t o w o n d e r — w i t h s o m e t h i n g 
l i k e a sense o f grievance i n o u r hearts . " W h y ? " we 
ask. C o u l d t h a t sudden d e a t h have been avoided? 
O t h m a r had been very t i r e d and u n w e l l f o r the last 
ten days o f his l i f e o n e a r t h , so t h a t we are b o u n d 
t o ask: 

" S h o u l d he have t rave l led t o D e r b y ? " 



" S h o u l d he have come t o L o n d o n f o r the Assem-
b l y ? " 

" S h o u l d he have w o r k e d so m u c h f o r t h e Assem­
b l y i n correspondence , i n p l a n n i n g , i n encourage­
m e n t ? " 

We can go back t e n w h o l e years a n d ask: 

" I f he had never t h o u g h t o f the idea, m i g h t he n o t 
be alive t o d a y ? " 

T h i s is f o o l i s h t h i n k i n g , w h i c h leads o n l y t o one 
c o n c l u s i o n : I f O t h m a r had never been b o r n , he 
w o u l d n o t have d i e d ! T h i s is n o t said w i t h any 
sense o f irreverence b u t t o show h o w useless i t is 
t o t r y t o w o r k o u t w h a t c ou ld have happened i f at 
any t i m e i n the past w e , o r he , had acted d i f f e r e n t ­
l y . I f we c o u l d foresee the f u t u r e or change the 
past we w o u l d be c o n t i n u a l l y i n t e r f e r i n g w i t h each 
o ther ' s lives and we w o u l d nave ne i ther l i b e r t y nor 
r a t i o n a l i t y . 

We o f t h e N e w C h u r c h have some measure o f p r ide 
i n o u r teachings concern ing the D i v i n e Providence , 
and t h i s is one o f the m o m e n t s w h e n the s t r e n g t h 
o f o u r f a i t h is t es ted : A r e we able t o accept t h a t 
a l l th i s had been foreseen? T h a t the L o r d ' s love is 
t h e same as ever t o w a r d s O t h m a r as w e l l as t o w a r d s 
us. T h a t we o u g h t n o t t o feel cheated , even i f we 
cannot f u l l y unders tand al l t h e quest ions w h i c h 
arise i n o u r m i n d s . 

Even before t h e A s s e m b l y was f i n i s h e d , o n the 
Saturday o f the 4 t h o f J u l y , w h e n the great u n i t e d 
service was s t i l l t o come, as w e l l as t h e second 
m e e t i n g o f the M i n i s t e r s , o u r b r o t h e r w r o t e d o w n 
his impress ions . Here t h e y are: 

The sum total of experience is impossible for 
me to evaluate. 

My experience is the fulfillment of a dream-
idea, and angelical enlightenment ten years 
ago. Climax of my life as the servant of the 
Lord's New Church. 

Uniqueness must not remain only-ness. There 

should perhaps come out of the Ministers' 

meeting a sense of Assembly which would 

make it impossible to form a General Stra­

tegy Board to advance, enhance the cause of 

the Lord's New Church everywhere where 
cooperation is deemed feasible, something 
like the Executive Committee which was 
formed for this Assembly. 

Let the Lord and angelical spirits guide us in 
this and everything. 

( H e t h e n m e n t i o n s his a d m i r a t i o n f or those 
w h o had w o r k e d f o r the A s s e m b l y , and con ­
c luded w i t h these w o r d s . ) 

The one purpose I had in mind is fulfilled. 
We have gotten together from the four cor­
ners and mingled. We will never be the same 
hereafter—a glow will remain. 

A g l o w w i l l c e r ta in ly r e m a i n . I t was l i t w i t h i n us 
b y t h e L o r d Jesus Chr is t w o r k i n g t h r o u g h His ser­
v a n t ! 

" H o w b e a u t i f u l u p o n the m o u n t a i n s are the feet o f 
h i m w h o br ings good t i d i n g s , w h o publishes peace, 
w h o br ings good t i d i n g s o f g o o d , w h o publ ishes 
sa lvat ion , w h o says t o Z i o n , ' Y o u r G o d reigns. 
H a r k , y o u r w a t c h m e n l i f t up t h e i r vo ice , together 
they sing f o r j o y ; f o r eye t o eye t h e y see the r e t u r n 
o f the L o r d t o Z i o n . Break f o r t h together i n t o 
s inging , y o u waste places o f Jerusa lem; f o r the 
L o r d has c o m f o r t e d his people , he has redeemed 
J e r u s a l e m . " Isaiah 52:7-9 

" T h e k i n g d o m o f C h r i s t , w h i c h is heaven, is a k i n g ­
d o m o f uses. T h e L o r d loves a l l , a n d so w i l l s good 
to a l l , a n d good is the same t h i n g as use. A s the 
L o r d does g o o d , o r p e r f o r m s uses, t h r o u g h the i n ­
s t r u m e n t a l i t y o f angels, a n d , i n t h e w o r l d , o f m e n , 
t h e r e f o r e , t o those w h o f a i t h f u l l y p e r f o r m uses he 
c o m m u n i c a t e s t h e love o f use, together w i t h i ts re ­
w a r d , i n t e r n a l blessedness; and th is is e ternal hap­
p iness . " The True Christian Religion 7 3 6 / 3 

I f i t was a w o r t h y ideal f o r w h i c h O t h m a r h a d 
w o r k e d b e y o n d his s t r e n g t h , t h e n l e t us see t h a t 
we shall advance i t b e y o n d t h e dream-idea. I have 
asked t h e organist t o p lay 3 verses o f a h y m n 
w h i c h our b r o t h e r l oved—"Nearer m y G o d t o 
T h e e , " a n d we can q u i e t l y m e d i t a t e . E a c h one o f 
us can give t h e L o r d personal t h a n k s f o r the i n ­
s p i r a t i o n w h i c h m u s t c o n t i n u e t o g l ow i n o u r 
hearts . 



P R E - A S S E M B L Y WORKSHOPS 

P U B L I C A T I O N W O R K S H O P 

T h i s w o r k s h o p he ld t w o sessions a t the Kings ley 
H o t e l under the cha i rmansh ip o f M r . Tomas Spiers 
o f t h e Swedenborg F o u n d a t i o n , w i t h the Rev. N o r -
ber t Rogers o f the General C h u r c h serving as co-
c h a i r m a n . Twe lve persons a t t e n d e d the m o r n i n g 
session and e ighteen the a f t e r n o o n session, repre ­
sent ing a l l the p u b l i s h i n g bodies o f the various 
branches o f the N e w C h u r c h except the Miss ionarv 
Society o f t h e General Conference . A l l present 
t o o k an interested and sp i r i t ed par t i n the w o r k ­
shop w h i c h covered a l l aspects o f the Church ' s 
p u b l i s h i n g ac t iv i t i es . 

Publications Chairman Tomas Spiers, with Garda Quia of 
New York, and the Rev. William Woofenden 

I n his i n t r o d u c t i o n , t h e c h a i r m a n n o t e d the amaz­
ing n u m b e r o f p u b l i s h i n g bodies f o r a c h u r c h o f 
our size and the n u m b e r o f per iodicals be ing p u b ­
l ished. W h a t surprised us more was h o w l i t t l e we 
ac tua l l y k n e w a b o u t w h a t one ano ther was d o i n g . 
T h i s led t o a discussion o f o u r need o f b e t t e r i n t e r ­
c o m m u n i c a t i o n . I n th i s c o n n e c t i o n we were re­
m i n d e d o f the e f f or ts o f the Rev. R o b e r t Junge o f 
the General C h u r c h . He has been a t t e m p t i n g t o 
act as a c learing house t o keep us i n f o r m e d o f new 
or p ro j e c t ed p u b l i c a t i o n s i n the c h u r c h as a w h o l e . 
H o w e v e r , t h e success o f th i s e f f o r t depended u p o n 
o u r c o o p e r a t i o n w h i c h , so fa r , has n o t been gen­
era l ly f o r t h c o m i n g . One o f the results o f th i s w o r k ­
shop was o u r agreement t o w o r k more f u l l y w i t h 
h i m i n t h i s . 

A l t h o u g h t h e c h a i r m a n d u t i f u l l y r e m i n d e d us t h a t 
t h i s w o r k s h o p shou ld be c o n f i n e d t o the area o f 
co l latera l p u b l i c a t i o n s , especially since t h a t was t o 
be a session t h e f o l l o w i n g M o n d a y o n " T r a n s l a t i n g 
the W r i t i n g s , " we c on s tant l y f o u n d ourselves dis­
cussing some aspect o f th i s l a t t e r subject . There 

was a general d e m a n d o n m o s t every side f o r a 
new t r a n s l a t i o n w h i c h w o u l d take Swedenborg o u t 
o f his present strange and esoteric verbiage and 
present h i m t o the w o r l d i n m o d e r n dress. 

We were challenged t o meet th i s same need i n a l l 
our p u b l i s h i n g w o r k , i f we are t o p r o c l a i m the N e w 
Evangel t o the N e w W o r l d w h i c h o u r L o r d has 
b r o u g h t i n t o be ing . F o r i t is a new w o r l d , a new 
m i n d and a new h u m a n i t y t o w h i c h we must speak. 
There is an e n t i r e l y new t h r u s t t o o u r t imes : a new 
focus , a new f rame o f reference, a w h o l e new 
t h o u g h t w o r l d . Never i n o u r short h i s t o r y has the 
i n t e l l e c t u a l and psycho log i ca l c l i m a t e been so fa ­
vorable t o the message o f t h e N e w C h u r c h ! A l l 
th is is p a r t o f the Second C o m i n g o f t h e L o r d as he 
moves t o " m a k e a l l th ings n e w . " 

I t was b r o u g h t o u t b y several speakers t h a t we 
must b r i n g Swedenborg o u t i n t o the c u r r e n t stream 
o f the w o r l d ' s t h i n k i n g , t h a t we m u s t s top t a l k i n g 
i n a p h i l o s o p h i c a l and theo log i ca l v a c u u m , a n d t h a t 
we m u s t avo id using " S w e d e n b o r g u e s e " a n d o u r 
cus tomary j a r g o n . I t was observed t h a t i t was n o t 
" w a t e r i n g d o w n S w e d e n b o r g " to speak clearly and 
i n t e l l i g i b l y t o the w o r l d , a n d t h a t o b s c u r a n t i s m is 
n o t t o be confused w i t h p r o f o u n d i t y . T h e task 
fac ing us is one o f t h i n k i n g w i t h greater d e p t h and 
ins ight , and o f speaking i n w o r d s a n d concepts 
w h i c h t h e w o r l d understands . We m u s t avo id the 
t e m p t a t i o n t o be c o n t e n t w i t h s i m p l y r e - ed i t ing 
and r e - p u b l i s h i n g o u r o u t - d a t e d b o o k s , g o o d as 
these were i n t h e i r d a y . T h e L o r d has b r o u g h t us 
t o a new d a y . A new w o r l d has come i n t o be ing at 
his h a n d , and i t is as witnesses t o t h e renewal o f a l l 
th ings t h a t we gathered at L o n d o n . We m u s t re­
t h i n k and re-phrase the Message i f we are t o be 
heard b y the w o r l d . 

Dr. Freda Griffith of London's Swedenborg Society, the 
Rev. George Dole and the Rev. Friedemann Horn, of Zu­
rich's Swedenborg Verlag 

Con t ' d , on page 136 



Mr. Arturo Habegger from Argentina and the Rev. Harold 
Larsen of Orange^N. J . 

Discussing i n our sessions j u s t such challenges, 
p r o b l e m s a n d needs b r o u g h t us face to face w i t h 
the q u e s t i o n , " D o we have the w r i t e r s , t h e scholar­
sh ip , t h e means? " I t was observed t h a t we b u r d e n 
d o w n w i t h o t h e r tasks those w h o are best q u a l i f i e d 
t o w r i t e . C o u l d these men be rel ieved o f some o f 
these duties? Can we n o t make i t possible f o r t h e m 
t o give t h e i r f u l l energies to w r i t i n g and to research? 
M u s t we n o t t r a i n y o u n g m e n f o r the sole purpose 
o f be ing w r i t e r s and scholars, o n par w i t h the best 
i n t h e i r fields? A l s o , h o w can we make t h e best 
use o f the w r i t e r s and scholars we n o w have? H o w 
can we get t h e i r w o r k i n t o the hands o f o ther 
scholars? 

Perhaps th i s is enough t o give some idea o f this 
w o r k s h o p . N o a c t i o n , o f course, no r e s o l u t i o n , 
n o t even a r e c o m m e n d a t i o n came o u t o f these 
sessions. T h i s was n o t an a c t i o n meet ing . W h a t we 
a n t i c i p a t e d , and w h a t we got , was t h e o p p o r t u n i t y 
o f meet ing o thers interested i n the p u b l i s h i n g w o r k 
o f the C h u r c h , o f exchanging ideas and hopes, and 
o f discussing w i t h t h e m o u r c o m m o n task and 
p r o b l e m s . Problems have a w a y o f b e c o m i n g chal ­
lenges, and needs a w a y o f b e c o m i n g o p p o r t u n i t i e s . 
1 believe th is proved t r u e in L o n d o n . O u r meet ing 
together f o r t h e f i rs t t i m e as a C h u r c h , t h o u g h o f 
d i f f e r e n t persuasions, gave us a more t o l e r a n t u n ­
ders tand ing o f one ano ther and a greater sense o f 
oneness. I t also gave us a deeper sense o f c o m m i t ­
m e n t t o o u r L o r d and a fresh d e t e r m i n a t i o n t o 
serve h i m i n his g lor ious Second C o m i n g . 

Richard H. Tafel 

T h e R e v . Al fred R e g a m e y , Convent ion ' s General Pastor 
in E u r o p e and Board of Publ icat ion C h a i r m a n , the R e v . 
R i c h a r d T a f e l 

E D U C A T I O N W O R K S H O P 

L e d by Rev. F r a n k l i n B l a c k m e r , the a f t e r n o o n 
session o n e d u c a t i o n spl i t i n t o f o u r groups , a r b i ­
t r a r i l y assigned b y n u m b e r , t o discuss the f o l l o w ­
ing f o u r quest ions w h i c h had evolved i n the m o r n ­
i n g session: 

1 . R e l a t i o n o f N e w C h u r c h educat i on and a t t i ­
tudes t o w a r d the W r i t i n g s . 

2. T h e poss ib i l i t y o f deve lop ing a N e w C h u r c h 
approach to e d u c a t i o n . 

3. Pract ica l app l i ca t i ons o f the N e w C h u r c h 
teachings in such fields as science and mathemat i c s . 

4. Prob lems o f y o u n g people . 

T h e f o l l o w i n g were g r o u p leaders: Rev. F r a n k l i n 
B l a c k m e r , M r s . F r a n k l i n B l a c k m e r , Rev. F r a n k 
Rose, M r . M . Payne. 

I a t t e n d e d g r o u p 3 led by Rev. Rose, w h o was an 
exce l lent leader. He started b y g iv ing a b r i e f back­
g r o u n d h i s t o r y o f N e w C h u r c h e d u c a t i o n , i n c l u d ­
ing U r b a n a , B r y n A t h y n and summer camps. 

Mrs. Guiu ( in paisley coat) in the group described i n this 
article 

The R u d o l l Steiner m e t h o d o f educa t i on was m e n ­
t i o n e d and i t was n o t e d t h a t he had read Sweden­
b o r g . His schools have a longer c u r r i c u l u m t h a n 
p u b l i c schools. 

I t was b r o u g h t o u t t h a t t h o u g h N e w C h u r c h teen­
agers go t h r o u g h a per i od o f n o t w a n t i n g t o be 
" d i f f e r e n t , " there is a sense o f secur i ty i n be long­
i n g t o a smal l " c l a n . " 

" U n i t y i n U n i v e r s e " was b r o u g h t o u t t o show h o w 
science can be t a u g h t at J u n i o r H i g h Schoo l level 



i l l u s t r a t i n g N e w C h u r c h pr inc ip l e s . Even m a t h can 
be t a u g h t b y t each ing correspondence o f n u m b e r s , 
etc . 

Each m e m b e r i n the circle ( 7 ) was asked his o p i n ­
i o n o f N e w C h u r c h e d u c a t i o n . A s there were 3 
C o n v e n t i o n , 3 A c a d e m y and 1 w h o had a t t e n d e d 

a l l three d iv is ions o f the C h u r c h , there was a great 
var ie ty o f v i e w p o i n t s , t h o u g h a l l agreed N e w 
C h u r c h e d u c a t i o n w o u l d be benef i c ia l t h o u g h some 
d o u b t e d i t c ou ld be p u t i n t o e f fect p r a c t i c a l l y , and 
s h o u l d n o t be l i m i t e d t o N e w C h u r c h c h i l d r e n . 

H o m e re l ig ious t r a i n i n g was stressed as i m p o r t a n t 
and the i m p o r t a n c e o f outs ide inf luences var ied i n 
i n t e n s i t y as t o the age o f c h i l d r e n , increasing w i t h 
age. 

Rev. Rose closed w i t h the q u o t a t i o n , " I f ye con ­
t i n u e i n m y w o r d , t h e n are ye m y disciples indeed , 
and ye shall k n o w the t r u t h , and the t r u t h shall 
make y o u f r e e . " J n 8 :31—32 . 

Education groups led by the Rev. Franklin Blackmer 
(above) and Carolyn Blackmer 

T h e n al l groups came together at 3 :45 and the 
var ious recorders b r o u g h t o u t the f o l l o w i n g p o i n t s ; 

—Dist inct iveness o f N e w C h u r c h teachings— 
— H u m a n i s t i c approach o f y o u n g people— 
—Better p u b l i c a t i o n s needed t o appeal t o y o u n g 

p e o p l e -
— O n l y N e w C h u r c h teachings can solve p r o b ­

lems, o t h e r remedies are panaceas— 
Betty Guiu 

M I S S I O N A N D O U T R E A C H W O R K S H O P 

T h e m e e t i n g was opened b y the Rev. R o l l o K . 
Bi l l ings w h o asked the Rev . Chungsun Lee , co-
c h a i r m a n , t o say a f e w w o r d s o f w o r s h i p . 

M r . B i l l ings t h e n read a syl labus w h i c h he had pre ­
pared , emphas iz ing the need t o appraise and exa­
m i n e o u r mot ives i n a changing w o r l d . O u r p r i m e 
ob ject ive is to b r i n g people i n t o a close r e l a t i o n s h i p 
w i t h the L o r d Jesus Chr i s t . 

Mission and Outreach Chairman, the Rev. Rollo Billings 
o f Colorado Springs, w i t h the Rev. Yonezo Doi o f Tokyo 

A general discussion f o l l o w e d a m o n g the s ixteen 
w h o were present . M r . Lee stated the p o s i t i o n o f 
the N e w C h u r c h i n K o r e a . T h e r a p i d change o f au ­
t h o r i t i e s f o l l o w i n g the wars in K o r e a fostered 
m a n y new ideas, b u t the c o u n t r y as a w h o l e is n o t 
C h r i s t i a n and the N e w C h u r c h is very smal l a l ­
t h o u g h the members o f t h e Seoul c h u r c h love o u r 
d o c t r i n e . He p o i n t e d o u t t h e fact t h a t the C a t h o ­
lics have a b i g p r o g r a m o f good w o r k s , schools, 
hospita ls , f o o d and c l o th ing—phys i ca l needs have 
to be f u l f i l l e d . 

There are cer ta in p r o b l e m s t h a t are similar—east 
and west . We t r y t o present a s p i r i t u a l r e a l i t y b u t 
f ew ever realize t h a t there is a n y t h i n g s p i r i t u a l in 

Miss Margaret Sampson o f New York, and the Rev. 
Chungsun Lee o f Korea 

C o n t ' d , on p. 136 



O P E N DISCUSSIONS ON T H E C H U R C H 

O n the a f t e r n o o n o f the Assembly ' s f i r s t day , 
ministers and l a y m e n d i v i d e d i n t o separate groups 
f o r discussion. A f t e r tea, the groups came together 
again, heard summaries o f the separate sessions and 
then conc luded w i t h a p lenary discussion. T h e 
ministers" m e e t i n g was chaired by the Rev. Donald 
Rose, the laymen ' s groups b y Messrs. A r n o l d T . 
C h a d w i c k and D . F . C . M a n n , and the later discus­
sion by the Rev. Paul Zacharias ( M r . Paul Z a c h a r i ­
as' impressions o f the a f t e r n o o n appear b e l o w ) . 

L a y m e n ' s Discussions 

I n t h e laymen ' s m e e t i n g , some 2 0 persons spoke, 
b r i n g i n g v i e w p o i n t s p r e d o m i n a n t l y f r o m the U n i t e d 
States and the B r i t i s h Isles, h u t also i n c l u d i n g 
speakers f r o m S o u t h A f r i c a , A u s t r a l i a , a n d D e n ­
m a r k . 

Several speakers dealt w i t h the c o n c u r r e n t u n i t y 
a n d d ivers i ty a m o n g the ma jor Swedenborg ian 
groups . One m a n m e n t i o n e d h o w the goals and 
emphases o f a l l groups c ou ld meet i n a focus o n 
f a m i l y w o r s h i p . A n o t h e r spoke o f the c o m p l e m e n ­
tary nature o f the d i f f e r e n t bodies . Swedenborg 
was q u o t e d i n a passage w h i c h inc ludes the state­
m e n t that " a d i f f erence i n the d o c t r i n a l th ings o f 
f a i t h does n o t prevent the c h u r c h f r o m be ing one , 
p r o v i d e d there is u n a n i m i t y as t o w i l l i n g w e l l and 
d o i n g w e l l . " (AC 3 4 5 1 ) . F o r several speakers, 
a logical consequence o f the s imul taneous s imi lar ­
it ies and di f ferences seemed t o be the f o r m a t i o n o f 

an i n t e r n a t i o n a l b o d y o f some k i n d t o a l l ow f u r ­
ther exchange o f ideas and e x p l o r a t i o n o f c o m m o n 
goals. 

A var ie ty o f perspectives were expressed regard ing 
the ways in w h i c h d o c t r i n e and l i fe can be re lated 
t o one a n o t h e r , center ing o n the q u e s t i o n o f p r i o r ­
i t y i n s t u d y i n g the doc t r ines in p r e p a r a t i o n f o r ap­
p l y i n g t h e m t o l i f e , as compared t o b r i n g i n g l i fe ' s 
p rob l ems t o the doc t r ines . 

Meeting o f Ministers 

by Paul Zacharias 

I have been asked t o w r i t e an art i c le f o r TTie Mes­
senger o n m y impressions o f the t w o clergy meet ­
ings he ld d u r i n g the recent N e w C h u r c h W o r l d A s ­
sembly , b u t as I sit at m y t y p e w r i t e r t r y i n g t o dis­
t i l l a n d summar ize the happenings at these sessions 
I f i n d th is t o be a f o r m i d a b l e , a lmost impossible as­
s ignment . S i m p l y because o f the n a t u r e o f the 
s i t u a t i o n . I m a g i n e , i f y o u w i l l , 5 0 t o 55 N e w 
C h u r c h minis ters c o m i n g together f o r the f i r s t t i m e , 
represent ing t h e B r i t i s h Conference , the General 
C o n v e n t i o n , the General Ghureh and the L o r d ' s 
New C h u r c h ( N o v a H i e r o s o l y m a ) , seated in a large 
circle i n the spacious a n d a t t rac t i ve m e e t i n g ha l l i n 
Swedenborg House i n L o n d o n . 

Where does one begin? B r i e f i n t r o d u c t i o n s were 
h e l p f u l . T h i s at least he lped us t o a t t a c h faces t o 
the names we had seen so f r e q u e n t l y i n the Herald 
and N.C. Life. F r o m this p o i n t o n t h e sessions 
consisted essentially o f a general p o t p o u r r i o f per­
sonal observat ions , suggestions f or possible f u t u r e 
j o i n t programs , some reco l lec t ions o f th ings past 
b u t n o t e n t i r e l y b u r i e d , some hopes and dreams 
were a i r ed , and a few confessions crept i n t o the 
proceedings. M o r e o f omiss ion t h a n c o m m i s s i o n , 
and I suppose t h a t m a n y o f us present c o u l d read­
i l y i d e n t i f y w i t h these speakers. There has been 
t o o m u c h m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g and m i s t r u s t b e t w e e n 
the var ious N e w C h u r c h organizat ions i n t h e past— 
n o t t h e organizat ions b u t w i t h i n t h e people w h o 
make u p these d i f f e r e n t N e w C h u r c h bodies—and 
this has u n d o u b t e d l y h indered o u r c o m m o n w i t ­
ness i n the w o r l d . T h e m a i n and m o s t i m p o r t a n t 
impress ion—actua l ly more a c o n v i c t i o n t h a n an i m ­
press ion—that I became aware o f as these meetings 
progressed was t h a t t h e level o f m u t u a l t r u s t a n d 
respect was raised cons iderably b e t w e e n these var­
ious c h u r c h bodies . T h e level o f m u t u a l under ­
s tand ing was d e f i n i t e l y he ightened , a n d th is a lmost 



always results i n greater acceptance and t o l e r a n c e -
using th i s w o r d " t o l e r a n c e " i n i ts good sense. A l l 
o f th is gradua l ly happened as m e n f r o m the f o u r 
branches o f t h e N e w C h u r c h spoke cand id ly and 
f r e e l y , somet imes passionately , a b o u t w h a t i t rea l ly 
means t o be a N e w C h u r c h m a n i n t h e w o r l d t o d a y . 
I ' m sure no one's basic concepts were dras t i ca l ly 
changed as a resul t o f th is open g r o u p d ia logue , b u t 
f o r t h e f i r s t t i m e m a n y o f us were able i n t e l l e c t u ­
a l ly and e m o t i o n a l l y , t o beg in to p u t ourselves i n 
the o t h e r person's shoes. T h i s does n o t come f r o m 
reading art ic les i n magazines; i t comes o n l y f r o m 
face t o face encounter . T h i s increased a p p r e c i a t i o n 
and u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f t h e var ious N e w C h u r c h posi ­
t i o n s , i n i t se l f , made the A s s e m b l y w o r t h w h i l e f o r 
me . 

Some o f the m a i n l ines o f t h o u g h t , as I perceived 
t h e m , were as f o l l o w s : 
1) We l a m e n t t h e social , m o r a l and s p i r i t u a l vasta­
t i o n a l l a r o u n d us. W hy ? D o e s n ' t this bear o u t 
the course o f man 's h i s t o r y as o u t l i n e d i n Sweden­
borg 's wr i t ings? T h e o l d w o r l d is c r u m b l i n g , b u t 
o u t o f the ashes, l i k e the phoen ix o f o l d , a N e w 
Age and a N e w C h u r c h w i l l emerge. T h e essential 
p r o b l e m , f r o m o u r perspect ive , is n o t so m u c h the 
w o r l d b u t ra ther the regenerat ion o r r e c o n s t r u c t i o n 
o f h u m a n n a t u r e i n t o the image t h a t C o d w i l l s f o r 
i t . A l w a y s t h e L o r d sheds su f f i c i en t l i g h t — o u r re­
s p o n s i b i l i t y is t o prepare adequate f o r m s t o receive 
a n d a p p l y th i s D i v i n e g i f t o f l i f e . 

2 ) Never s h o u l d we c o n d e m n others w h o h o l d 
d i f f e r i n g pos i t i ons f r o m our o w n . I t is w r o n g t o 
destroy t h e l i g h t t h a t o thers l ive b y ; w h a t t h e y be­
lieve is i m p o r t a n t t o t h e m a n d serves a need i n 
t h e i r lives. We a l l , m o r e o r less, l ive i n appearances 
o f t r u t h ; o n l y One is a l l wise and a l l k n o w i n g . 
R a t h e r we need t o learn t o rea l ly l isten t o o t h e r 
persons; w h a t are t h e y saying, b e t w e e n t h e l ines. 

3) W h a t a b o u t N e w C h u r c h u n i t y ? Can we l o o k 
f o r w a r d t o a t i m e w h e n there w i l l be o n l y one N e w 
C h u r c h organizat ion? T h e preva i l ing s e n t i m e n t , as 
I p i c k e d i t u p , was t h a t the f o u r organizat ions rep ­
resent f o u r d i f f e r e n t a t t e m p t s t o meet t h e basic 
quest ions a n d needs o f l i f e , and t h a t these f our— 
and perhaps m o r e i n the fu ture—bodies a l l serve 
u n i q u e a n d d i s t inc t i ve uses i n the w o r l d . We recog­
nized a n d t a l k e d a b o u t o u r d i f ferences ; t h e y exist 
and n o t h i n g is gained b y d e n y i n g th i s r e a l i t y . We 
do h o l d q u i t e d i f f e r e n t views regard ing the a u t h o r ­
i t y o f t h e w r i t i n g s o f E m a n u e l Swedenborg . These 
v a r y i n g pos i t i ons are deeply and f i r m l y entrenched , 

and even t h o u g h the l ines o f d e m a r c a t i o n have be­
come somewhat m o r e f l e x i b l e i n the past 10 o r 2 0 
years, t h e ac tua l merg ing o f N e w C h u r c h organiza­
t i o n s seem r e m o t e indeed . B u t there was some dis­
cussion o f a W o r l d C o u n c i l o f N e w Churches , 
w h i c h m i g h t be a loosely organized f e d e r a t i o n o f 
N e w C h u r c h bodies i n t h e w o r l d , each member 
b o d y i n d e p e n d e n t b u t at t h e same t i m e w o r k i n g 
together i n cer ta in selected f ie lds o f endeavor, and 
h o p e f u l l y c o m i n g together f o r a W o r l d Assembly 
every t e n years or so. T h i s proposal generated con ­
siderable interest and discussion a n d I believe t h e 
var ious C h u r c h leaders w i l l give th i s m a t t e r f u r t h e r 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n . W h e n a l l is said and done . . . and 
w h e n we rea l ly begin t a l k i n g w i t h one ano ther . . . . 
the var ious N e w C h u r c h bodies do have m a n y m o r e 
s imi lar i t i es t h a n di f ferences . G r a n t e d , we do ap­
p r o a c h the w r i t i n g s o f Swedenborg f r o m d i f f e r e n t 
p o i n t s o f v i e w — b u t the overarch ing fact remains 
t h a t t h e t r u t h s c on ta ined i n those same w r i t i n g s 
b r o u g h t us a l l t o L o n d o n ; a n d we do f i n d o u r l i fe ' s 
meaning and purpose i n those revealed t r u t h s . Per­
haps the f i r s t step i n achieving N e w C h u r c h u n i t y — 
n o t organic b u t sp i r i tua l—is t o be more w i l l i n g t o 
a d m i t o u r o w n errors and pre judices o f t h e past. 

4 ) T h e N e w C h u r c h w i l l g r o w o n l y w h e n i n t e r n a l 
g r o w t h f i r s t takes place i n i n d i v i d u a l s . T h e e x t e r n a l 
c h u r c h w i l l expand o n l y t o the e x t e n t t h a t i ts 
members w o r k t o w a r d t h e one real N e w C h u r c h . 
W h o can f a u l t t h i s observat ion? I t is p a t e n t l y t r u e . 
B u t a lways the q u e s t i o n arises: " H o w does i n t e r ­
nal g r o w t h take p lace? " T h i s is the real c r u x o f 
the p r o b l e m . Some present said t h a t regenerat ion 
takes place o n l y t h r o u g h w o r s h i p and i n s t r u c t i o n 
f r o m t h e W o r d ; thus the p u r i t y o f N e w C h u r c h doc­
t r i n e m u s t be preserved i f the C h u r c h is t o r e m a i n 
t r u e t o i t s miss ion . Others expressed the view t h a t 
s p i r i t u a l g r o w t h happens basical ly i n real l i f e s i tua­
t ions , i n the everyday af fairs o f l i fe where one's re ­
l ig ious values are be ing tested and t e m p e r e d 
t h r o u g h o u r re la t ionships w i t h o ther people . O b ­
v i ous ly th i s is n o t an " e i t h e r - o r " s i t u a t i o n ; i n every­
t h i n g t h a t happens t o us there are b o t h i n t e l l e c t u a l 
and af fect ive e lements . I t is ra ther , a m a t t e r o f e m ­
phasis . . . a d i f f e r e n t perspective f r o m w h i c h l i f e is 
v i ewed . . . a n d t h i s is precisely w h y we have the 
f o u r N e w C h u r c h organizat ions . 

F i n a l l y , a f ew b r i e f s u m m a r y observat ions : T h e 
f e l l o w s h i p was deep and g o o d t h r o u g h o u t the A s ­
sembly . T h e image o f the reserved, a l o o f E n g l i s h ­
m a n has been shattered forever . O u r B r i t i s h hosts 
gave us a r o y a l good t i m e . . . I t was a rare privi lege 



t o be with so m a n y f e l l o w Swedenborg ians f r o m 
all a r o u n d t h e w o r l d , f r o m A f r i c a . A u s t r a l i a , K o r e a , 
J a p a n , m a n y countr ies i n E u r o p e and N o r t h A m e r ­
ica, everyone caught up i n essentially the same 
cause—the N e w C h u r c h w a y o f l i f e . . . I n passing 
we m i g h t m e n t i o n a few m i n o r weaknesses i n the 
p r o g r a m (or so i t seemed to us )—At t imes the f o r ­
m a t seemed t o o d i s j o in ted a n d there was n o t 
enough d e v e l o p m e n t o f specif ic suggestions and 
themes. B u t perhaps th is was inev i tab l e , because 
o f the ra ther c r o w d e d fac i l i t i es and schedule. I t 
does seem somet imes as t h o u g h we are hear ing t h e 
same record over and over again, and we m i g h t get 
a b i t f u r t h e r , and deeper, i f the groups were 
smaller and more intensive . Is i t possible t o s t i m u ­
late o r i g i n a l , creative t h i n k i n g i n a W o r l d Assem­
b ly? P r o b a b l y n o t . B u t I w o n d e r w h a t w o u l d have 
happened i f we had been a b i t m o r e adventure ­
some. A n d again, I ' m n o t sure h o w m a n v o f the 
real grievances and pre judices were b r o u g h t o u t . 
O b v i o u s l y one can o n l y open the d o o r in 3 o r 4 
hours o f meet ings ; we j u s t nudged i t ajar. B u t i t 
was a good beg inn ing . A l l i n a l l , the Assembly was 
a t r e m e n d o u s l y sat i s fy ing and w o n d e r f u l e x p e r i ­
ence; one l o n g t o be r e m e m b e r e d and cher ished. 
O t h m a r Tobisch 's dream became a l i v i n g r e a l i t y , 
and because o f his v i s ion and devoted labors the 
cause o f the N e w C h u r c h has been s trengthened i n 
t h e w o r l d . N o one cou ld have a f iner m e m o r i a l 
t h a n t h a t . 

Paul Zacharias 

V I S I T T O T H E H O U S E S O F 
P A R L I A M E N T 

O n t h e evening o f J u l y 4 t h t h e W o r l d A s s e m b l y 
had the rare pr iv i lege o f be ing e n t e r t a i n e d i n t h e 
Houses o f Par l i ament t h r o u g h the courtesy o f M r . 
J o h n W. Pardoe, M . P. 

E n t e r i n g t h e stately c o u r t y a r d , we made o u r w a y 
b e y o n d the venerable wal l s t o t h e c o m m o n d i n i n g 
r o o m w h e r e we were greeted b y M r . & M r s . D . F . C . 
M a n n i n t h e name o f the B r i t i s h Conference . 

ufi//acZ aa At&Z aZ 

A 

£/^utJ*y, 4/4^Ay, 72/0 
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New Palace Yard 
(Where cars may be parked) 
Dinner jackets or lounge suits 

Tour of the Houses of Parliament 6.15 p.m. 
Supper 7.45 p.m. 

1 3 4 

G u i l t E d g e d 4 " x 5 " card required for admission to 
Parl iament T o u r 

We were soon d i v i d e d i n t o smal l groups , each under 
a m o s t a c c o m m o d a t i n g guide w h o o u t l i n e d t h e his­
t o r y o f the var ious r o o m s . We s t ro l l ed t h r o u g h the 
House o f C o m m o n s and i n t o the House o f L o r d s 
where we were c a u t i o n e d n o t t o sit i n any o f the 
sacred seats " u n l e s s , " as advised b y the gu ide , 
" t h e r e was a peer a m o n g u s . " 

We l ived again the h i s t o r y o f t h e b o m b i n g , mar ­
v e l l i n g at t h e r e s t o r a t i o n w o r k w h i c h h a d been 
c o m p l e t e d . We were impressed b y t h e large p a r t l y 
des troyed a r c h , unders tand ing C h u r c h i l l ' s sent i ­
ments w h e n he urged t h a t i t s h o u l d never be f u l l y 
r es tored , as a r e m i n d e r t o f u t u r e generat ions o f 
B r i t a i n ' s days o f agony . 

Back i n t h e d i n i n g area again, we p a r t o o k o f a 
b u f f e t b a n q u e t and made t h e acquaintance o f m a n y 
more B r i t i s h f e l l o w c h u r c h m e n . 

A t t h e end o f a t h o r o u g h l y en joyab le evening, we 
t o o k leave o f o u r hosts w i t h a deeper a p p r e c i a t i o n 
o f the f u n c t i o n s o f t h i s b a s t i o n o f the B r i t i s h e m ­
p i r e , a d d i n g one more leaf f o o u r A s s e m b l y m e m o ­
ries. 

Leonore Tafel Spiers 



L O N G D I S T A N C E T R A V E L E R S 

T h e d i s t i n c t i o n o f t r a v e l l i n g the greatest distance 
to the A s s e m b l y was w o n b y Rev . and M r s . C h u n g ­
sun Lee o f Seoul , K o r e a . T h e y crossed t h e Pacif ic 
Ocean, t h e c o n t i n e n t o f the U n i t e d States w h e r e 
t h e y had been v i s i t i n g and t h e A t l a n t i c Ocean t o 
reach L o n d o n . M u c h interest was s h o w n i n D r . 
Lee's miss ionary w o r k a m o n g the c l e rgymen o f 
o t h e r d e n o m i n a t i o n s i n K o r e a , i n his t h e o l o g i c a l 
schoo l a n d camps. A l s o sharing t h i s l o n g distance 
d i s t i n c t i o n were Rev. and M r s . Y o n e z o D o i , o f 
T o k y o , J a p a n . 

T h e R e v . & Mrs. C h u n g s u n L e e 

T h e R e v . & Mrs. Y o n e z o D o i 

Rev. and M r s . M o o k i u n d e r t o o k the l o n g j o u r n e y 
f r o m S o u t h A f r i c a . " M a m a " (as she is k n o w n t o 
her f o l l o w e r s ) interested al l i n her accounts o f her 
m a n y ac t iv i t i es a m o n g her people , o n l y one o i 
w h i c h is her t r a i n i n g o f cho irs . She is e m i n e n t l y 
g i f t e d f or th i s w o r k as she is able to sing i n soprano 
a l t o , t e n o r and bass. We begged f o r a d e m o n s t r a ­
t i o n o f t h i s , b u t her nat ive m o d e s t y prevented . 

T h e y received an apprec iat ive r o u n d o f applause 
w h e n t h e y a n n o u n c e d t h a t the S o u t h A f r i c a n s 
needed no f inanc ia l a id b u t wished t o stand en t i r e ­
l y o n t h e i r o w n feet . H e l p is u r g e n t l y needed, h o w ­
ever, i n N i g e r i a , where Rev. J . Agbaje t o l d o f m u c h 
war d e s t r u c t i o n t h e r e . 

T h e R e v . & Mrs. O . S . D . M o o k i 

M r . A r t u r o Habegger, lay m i n i s t e r , was an e n t h u ­
siastic v i s i t o r f r o m Buenos A i r e s , A r g e n t i n a , S o u t h 
A m e r i c a . R e c e n t l y r e t i r e d as A d v e r t i s i n g Manager 
o f Panagra A i r l i n e s , he has established a Sweden­
b o r g Center i n centra l Buenos A i r e s . Here and i n 
t h e i r homes some eight members meet regular ly 
f o r the s t u d y and discussion o f the doc t r ines . He 
is also assisting w i t h t rans la t i ons i n t o Spanish and 
repor t s a g r o w i n g interest i n Swedenborg i n th i s 
C a t h o l i c c o u n t r y . A s imi lar interest is also re f l e c t ­
ed a m o n g Spanish emigres in the U n i t e d States. 

Representatives came f r o m Sweden, N o r w a y and 
D e n m a r k , and f r o m A u s t r a l i a , G e r m a n y , France 
and S w i t z e r l a n d . 

F r o m a l l sections o f the U n i t e d States t h e y arr ived 
i n n u m b e r s : the " a n g e l s " o f the w h o l e idea, Rev. 
and M r s . T o b i s c h o f San Franc isco , C a l i f o r n i a , ac­
c ompan ied by delegates f r o m the var ious C a l i f o r ­
nia churches. Kansas sent t w o o f her daughters , 
M r s . He len H u n d l e y a n d M r s . M i l d r e d Prent ice . 
Travelers eame f r o m as far south as Tennessee -
M r . and M r s . B l a i r F l e m i n g iso lated members i n 
K n o x v i l l e — a n d f r o m as far n o r t h as St . Paul , M i n ­
nesota and f u r t h e r o n f r o m O n t a r i o , Canada. Dele ­
gations arr ived i n g o o d l y n u m b e r f r o m t h e centra l 
states a n d f r o m the eastern coast o f the U n i t e d 
States. 



IMPRESSIONS O F T H E 
W O R L D A S S E M B L Y 

Appreciation f o r the h o s p i t a l i t y ex tended b y o u r 
B r i t i s h f r i ends w h o p r o v i d e d us w i t h t h e o p p o r t u ­
n i t y t o meet w i t h f e l l o w Swedenborgians f r o m a l l 
over t h e w o r l d . 

Hope t h a t the experience i n L o n d o n w i l l inspire us 
t o seek f u r t h e r avenues o f cooperat ive a c t i o n such 
as j o i n t conferences o n theo l og i ca l e d u c a t i o n , r e l i ­
gious e d u c a t i o n and t h e i n t e r p r e t a t i o n and appl i ca ­
t i o n o f Swedenborg 's teachings. 

Pleasure u p o n m e e t i n g min is ters o f t h e Conference , 
t h e General C h u r c h and o t h e r branches o f t h e 
c h u r c h t h a t I have heard or read a b o u t a n d n o w 
c o u l d meet face t o face; and t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o 
meet lay representatives f r o m E n g l a n d , E u r o p e , 
A f r i c a , A u s t r a l i a , K o r e a , J a p a n , and o t h e r parts o f 
the w o r l d . 

Gratefulness f o r the real ism t h a t pervades t h e A s ­
sembly sessions. We d i d n o t t r y t o gloss over t h e 
di f ferences be tween us or p r e t e n d t h e y were j u s t a 
m a t t e r o f semantics. There was no proposa l t o 
merge the var ious o rgan izat i ons , nor d i d we t r y t o 
set u p a w o r l d c o u n c i l o f N e w Churches . 

Realization t h a t there are s t rong di f ferences be­
t w e e n the var ious branches o f the c h u r c h . Each 
g r o u p has d i s t i n c t i v e emphases a n d is f o l l o w i n g 
pol ic ies and practices q u i t e d i f f e r e n t f r o m the 
o thers . I f e l t t h a t A s s e m b l y members were able t o 
accept these d i f ferences i n a s p i r i t o f c h a r i t y w i t h ­
o u t f ee l ing the necessity o f p o i n t i n g f ingers o f j u d g ­
m e n t o r c o n c l u d i n g t h a t one is r i g h t a n d ano ther 
w r o n g . We share a c o m m o n heritage and o u r expe­
r ience i n L o n d o n was a ce l ebrat i on o f t h i s oneness. 

Disappointment t h a t the Assembly d i d n o t face u p 
t o the g r i m rea l i t y o f the church ' s weakness and i n ­
effectiveness. I t m a y be t h a t L o n d o n i n 1 9 7 0 was 
n o t the place and t i m e f o r th i s . T h e A s s e m b l y was 
n o t s t r u c t u r e d f o r p rob l em-so lv ing . I hope t h a t 
each o f t h e churches represented w i l l he able t o 
face i ts p r o b l e m s courageously a n d rea l i s t i ca l ly a n d 
be ready t o share i ts dreams, insights and conc lu ­
sions w i t h sister c o m m u n i o n s . 

Joy over O t h m a r Tob isch ' s sense o f f u l f i l l m e n t and 
sat is fact ion at the success o f the W o r l d Assembly . 
T h e A s s e m b l y was t h e f r u i t o f h is d r e a m i n g and 
i n i t i a t i v e . 

Sorrow at t h e d e a t h o f O t h m a r T o b i s c h w i t h i n a 
few days o f t h e conc lus ion o f the A s s e m b l y and at 
the b e g i n n i n g o f his r e t i r e m e n t . 

Ernest 0. Martin 
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l i f e . Since e x t e r n a l th ings are w o r s h i p p e d a lmost 
un iversa l ly , we m u s t l i f t people u p t o s p i r i t u a l con ­
cepts b y using m a t e r i a l means. L o v e and h u m a n 
interest are p r i m a l needs a n d m u s t be expressed i n 
al l o u r re la t i onsh ips . O u r greatest c o n t r i b u t i o n t o 
t h e N e w C h u r c h is i n m a k i n g o u r t r u t h s rea l . We 
al l f i n d t h a t new people feel h a p p y w i t h us—that 
there is no pressure. O u r best personal miss ionary 
e f f o r t is t o be useful t o o u r ne ighbor and d o o u r 
j o b s incere ly . O u r min is ters m u s t serve t h e i r con ­
gregations i f the c h u r c h is t o l ive . 

A great need was f e l t f o r s impler and be t te r c o m ­
m u n i c a t i o n — t h a t we need t o express o u r doc t r ines 
i n a w a y t h a t w i l l appeal to t h e c h i l d t h a t is inher ­
ent i n al l o f us. A t t e n t i o n was cal led t o a paper­
back o n " D o y o u u n d e r s t a n d the B i b l e ? " b u t th is 
o n l y stressed t h e h i s t o r i c a l aspects. C o u l d we p u b ­
l ish a paperback g iv ing t h e N e w C h u r c h view? We 
need t o teach w h a t t h e i n t e r n a l man is. 

T h e general fee l ing o f t h e m e e t i n g was t h a t we are 
at the d a w n o f a new age and m u s t relate o u r doc­
t r ines t o present p rob l ems i f we are t o b r i n g people 
t o a r e a l i z a t i o n t h a t Jesus Chr is t is t h e i r greatest 
a n d o n l y source o f h e l p . 

Margaret S. Sampson 



T h e R e v . E r i c J a r m i n of Conference and B i s h o p Mrs. Hal l from A u s t r a l i a , Messenger photographer A d o l p h L i e -
Theodore P i t c a i r n of Nova H i e r o s o l y m a b e r t f r o m Pittsburg, arid New Church Herald editor, W y n f o r d 

Whittaker 

L u n c h e o n table at V i c t o r i a Halls : Mrs. C l a u d Pres land, L a d y C h a d w i c k Mrs. George ( L o i s ) M c C u r d y and the 
Mr. A r n o l d C h a d w i c k R e v . F r a n k R o s e 

A l l a n and K e n Misson of E n g l a n d , brothers , w h o ran the P. A . system and tape-recorded all proceedings. T h e i r record­
ings wi l l m a k e possible the publ icat ion of talks and discussions (see back cover) 
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World Assembly Impressions 

" O N L Y A D R E A M ? " 

Y o u k n o w h o w i t is i n dreams: o l d f r i ends come 
o u t o f y o u r past a n d c o n f r o n t y o u i n the most i n ­
congruous s i tuat i ons . T h e W o r l d A s s e m b l y i n L o n ­
d o n had s o m e t h i n g o f th i s d r e a m l i k e q u a l i t y . Here 
was I i n t h e House o f L o r d s , and w h o s h o u l d come 
b y b u t m y o l d S o u t h A f r i c a n colleagues, the Rev. 
a n d M r s . M o o k i ! A n d here were E r w i n R e d d e k o p p 
a n d Paul Zacharias a n d the i r wives , crossing West­
m i n s t e r Br idge ! I was t r a v e l l i n g i n the L o n d o n U n ­
d e r g r o u n d ; t h e t r a i n drew u p at P i c cad i l ly Circus , 
and i n stepped a heavi ly bearded E d w i n C a p o n ! 
B i l l H a l l , w h o had e n t e r t a i n e d me i n his h o m e i n 
S y d n e y , A u s t r a l i a , was s tanding w i t h his tape re­
corder i n V i c t o r i a H a l l , B l o o m s b u r y , de l i ver ing 
a h i g h l y pro fess ional address o n P u b l i c i t y ! A n d so 
o n . 

One o f the e lements o f s t ra in i n the A s s e m b l y was 
t h i s d e l i g h t f u l b u t exhaust ing m e e t i n g o f o l d 
f r iends f r o m m a n y parts o f the w o r l d , and t r y i n g 
t o r e m e m b e r t h e i r names and where y o u have seen 
t h e m be fore . T h e pressure was t r e m e n d o u s . Per­
haps f o r the o n l y t i m e i n h i s t o r y were there t o o 
m a n y N e w C h u r c h people al l t ogether at once , t o o 
m a n y dear f r i ends t o greet a n d speak t o . There 
was j u s t t o o m u c h go ing o n , t o o m a n y i t ems o f i n ­
terest , a n y one o f w h i c h w o u l d have been an ex­
perience o f a l i f e t i m e o n i ts o w n . O f course there 
were q u i e t per iods o f w o r s h i p , and the p o w e r f u l 
m o v e m e n t o f the L o r d ' s H o l y S p i r i t as b ig c rowds 
prayed together a n d sang h y m n s together and l is ­
t ened t o the W o r d being read , perhaps b y overseas 
v is i tors w i t h strange accents (Japanese, K o r e a n , 
N i g e r i a n , G e r m a n , F r e n c h , Swedish , D a n i s h , N o r ­
weg ian , D u t c h , even S o u t h A m e r i c a n ! — a l l b r o t h e r 
N e w - C h u r c h m e n ) . Obed M o o k i e l e c t r i f i ed us b y 
p r o n o u n c i n g the B e n e d i c t i o n i n a f o re ign t ongue ; 
p r o b a b l y o n l y the scholars present , and the angels 
o n t h e o t h e r side, real ized t h a t i t was n o t his na­
t ive S o t h o , Tswana or Z u l u , b u t anc ient H e b r e w ! 
( D r e a m i n g again?) 

T h e phys i ca l pressure and d i n o f conversat ion as 
we c r o w d e d t oge ther f o r l u n c h was so overpower ­
ing t h a t m y w i f e a n d I s l ipped o u t f o r a pizza i n a 
q u i e t K a l i a n res taurant i n S i c i l ian A v e n u e ; even 
there we m e t a coup le o f N e w - C h u r c h f r i ends , also 
seeking escape! B u t f o r those w h o c o u l d take i t , 
e v e r y t h i n g necessary was p r o v i d e d , and l o o k i n g 

back one marvels at t h e e f f i c i ency o f a l l the ar­
rangements and t h e manner i n w h i c h such a w e a l t h 
o f i t e m s o f in teres t a n d e x c i t e m e n t and deep s igni ­
f icance were squeezed i n t o those f o u r or f ive days. 
E v e n t h o u g h n o b o d y cou ld p a r t i c i p a t e i n every­
t h i n g , i t was a l l there and avai lable , p lanned t o the 
last d e t a i l . W o r k s h o p s o n N e w - C h u r c h E d u c a t i o n , 
Prayer and S p i r i t u a l Hea l ing , Miss ion and O u t r e a c h , 
W o r s h i p a n d C h u r c h Mus i c , Pub l i ca t i ons , Trans la ­
t i o n s o f the W r i t i n g s , Evange l i sm, and lectures and 
t a l k s o n a l l aspects o f the m a i n general t h e m e , 
" T h e L o r d G o d Jesus Chr i s t R e i g n s " . . . w i t h 
breaks f o r e n t e r t a i n m e n t a n d social m i x i n g , ex­
cerpts f r o m Shakespeare and G i l b e r t and S u l l i v a n , 
an e x p e r t i n s t r u m e n t a l ensemble, a presenta t i on o f 
one o f Swedenborg 's m e m o r a b i l i a w i t h b a c k g r o u n d 
music and ef fects , a s h o w i n g o f o u r " W a y f a r e r ' 
f i l m . . . t h e i m p a c t was t r e m e n d o u s ! There were 
no h i tches i n the p l a n n i n g ; m y o n l y c r i t i c i s m was 
t h a t the c o m m i t t e e had n o t p lanned b ig enough . 
T h e ha l l and fac i l i t i es were t o o sma l l , there was n o t 
enough r o o m for d isp lay purposes; n o b o d y had 
q u i t e foreseen, or accepted the p o s s i b i l i t y o f , such 
a massive response. 

1 real ize , o f course, t h a t the n u m b e r s present repre­
sent a very smal l p r o p o r t i o n o f the p o p u l a t i o n o f 
t h e w o r l d , and eveti o n l y a smal l par t o f the ad ­
ver t i zed s t r e n g t h o f t h e N e w - C h u r c h i n t h e w o r l d . 
B u t t o have near ly a t h o u s a n d N e w - C h u r c h people 
toge ther f o r t h e Sunday m o r n i n g w o r s h i p expe­
r ience at St . Pancras Assembly H a l l p r o v i d e d a 
t i m e l y r e s t o r a t i o n o f f a i t h . 

T h e good t h i n g was t o have min is ters and members 
o f a l l the branches o f t h e N e w - C h u r c h coopera t ing . 



We are c o m i n g t o t h i n k o f t h e m as var ious " d e ­
n o m i n a t i o n s ; " i .e . , t h e C o n v e n t i o n , the General 
C h u r c h , t h e N o v a H i e r o s o l y m a , t h e B r i t i s h Confer ­
ence, and t h e N e w - C h u r c h o f S o u t h A f r i c a . ( N e w 
Zea land and Niger ia come under t h e B r i t i s h C o n ­
ference, a n d the A u s t r a l i a n C h u r c h is an i n d e p e n ­
d e n t o f f s h o o t o f t h e Conference . M o s t o f the 
E u r o p e a n and A s i a n bodies come under t h e C o n ­
v e n t i o n . ) F o r the f i r s t t i m e i n h i s t o r y there has 
been a real d ia logue be tween these d i f f e r e n t bo­
dies. Such a d ia logue i n the past has been pos i t ive ­
l y resisted i n m a n y quarters . A s one m i n i s t e r de­
c lared : " W e d i d n ' t w a n t th is W o r l d Assembly be­
cause we d i d n ' t w a n t t o u n d e r s t a n d each o t h e r . " 
A n d somebody else r e m a r k e d : " I used t o f i n d no 
d i f f i c u l t y i n saying w h a t the o t h e r branches o f the 
N e w - C h u r c h bel ieved and w h a t k i n d o f people t h e y 
w e r e ; b u t i n f u t u r e I shall f i n d i t m u c h more d i f f i ­
c u l t t o label t h e m because n o w t k n o w a n d under ­
stand t h e m so m u c h b e t t e r . " A y o u n g l a y m a n 
cr i t i c i sed t h e min is ters f o r " a l l t r y i n g t o t oe the 
l ine so as n o t t o r o c k t h e b o a t , " b u t I d o n ' t t h i n k 
th i s was the case. I was q u i t e t a k e n b y surprise by 
t h e openness a n d honesty s h o w n b y the var ious 
groups , a l l w i t h c h a r i t y a n d good h u m o r . T h e d i f ­
ferences were s t i l l there , b u t i t d i d n ' t seem t o m a t ­
ter any m o r e . M a y b e i n the L o r d ' s eyes t h i s was 
t h e very f i r s t occasion w h e n the N e w - C h u r c h has 
rea l ly appeared i n the w o r l d , f o r here f o r t h e f i r s t 
t i m e the b i t s o f the j igsaw puzzle were la id together 
o n the table and f i t t e d one i n t o t h e o t h e r . F o r per­
haps t h e f i r s t t i m e a l l the twe lve disciples were 
w o r k i n g toge ther t o p r o c l a i m the good news t h a t 
the L o r d G o d Jesus Chr i s t Beigns , instead o f queer­
ing one another ' s p i t ches ! A s someone suggested: 
" I t was n o t O t h m a r T o b i s c h w h o cal led us together 
b u t the L o r d H i m s e l f : the signif icance o f t h i s meet ­
i n g , b o t h i n t e r n a l and e x t e r n a l , is greater t h a n has 
y e t been rea l i zed , and w i l l go o n i n c r e a s i n g . " 
A g a i n , " O t h m a r p l a n t e d a seed, w h i c h af ter t en 
years has p r o d u c e d t h e f r u i t w h i c h is th i s Assem­
b l y . F r o m t h i s f r u i t o t h e r seeds have been s o w n , 
and w h o can t e l l w h a t they w i l l p roduce d u r i n g 
t h e n e x t t e n years? " Said C laud Presland, the 
able Secretary o f the B r i t i s h Conference : "We are 
already t w e n t y years i n advance o f w h a t we were 
last w e e k . We are at th is m o m e n t closer together 
as a C h u r c h t h a n we have ever been i n h i s t o r y . " 

Mos t people agreed t h a t t o merge o u r separate de­
n o m i n a t i o n s w o u l d he ne i ther possible nor desir­
able . N o one w a n t s t o c o m p r o m i s e " v a r i e t y . " B u t 
e v e r y b o d y present agreed t h a t i n f u t u r e there m u s t 

be m u t u a l love and respect ; t h a t "each o f the sepa­
rate o rgan izat i ons shou ld recognize the existence 
o f the o thers w h e n p u b l i s h i n g lists o f societies i n 
var ious areas , " a n d so o n ; and there s h o u l d be ac­
t ive c o o p e r a t i o n i n mat te r s o f m u t u a l concern a n d 
i n o u r approach t o t h e outs ide w o r l d . 

One o f t h e most h o p e f u l signs was the interest 
s h o w n b y t h e y o u n g people . I f e l t t o o d o d d e r y t o 
a t t e n d t h e i r " I n t e r n a t i o n a l H a p p e n i n g " t h a t hap­
pened at K e n s i n g t o n o n the Saturday n i g h t , b u t I 
was t h r i l l e d b y t h e y o u n g people 's p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n 
most o f the proceedings. I n t h e f i n a l s u m m i n g u p , 
D a v i d Hasler, represent ing the y o u n g people , gave 
us some useful c r i t i c i s m t o neutra l i ze t h e over-
sweetness o f m u t u a l se l f - congratu lat ions : he said 
t h a t t h e meetings h a d lacked progression o r devel ­
o p m e n t o f t h o u g h t ; i t was ra ther " m e s s y , " every­
one d o i n g t h e i r o w n t h i n g h u t n o t l i s t en ing m u c h 
t o a n y o n e else. He suggested t h a t t h e A s s e m b l y 
shou ld have been held i n a un ivers i ty campus, so 
t h a t we c o u l d have l ived toge ther instead o f i n sep­
arate hote ls . I t was rather i n t r o v e r t e d , he said, a n d 
there was t o o l i t t l e exposure t o t h e outs ide w o r l d 
( a l t h o u g h indeed there was a ra ther p a t r o n i z i n g 
coverage i n t h e L o n d o n T i m e s . ) H o w e v e r , O t h m a r 
T o b i s c h h imse l f , i n w h a t was perhaps his last p u b ­
l ic u t t e r a n c e , spoke t r u l y o f " a t r e m e n d o u s ac cum­
u l a t i o n o f u n i q u e personal exper iences , " and ad ­
ded , " T h e g low w i l l r e m a i n i n us f o r e v e r . " 

Dear O t h m a r ! W i t h i n a few days, his D r e a m come 
t r u e , his w o r k o n ear th c o m p l e t e d , he la id aside his 
m o r t a l b o d y a n d entered the w o r l d where a l l 
dreams f i n d f u l f i l l m e n t . Someone over there w i l l 
u n d o u b t e d l y have asked h i m , as the angels used t o 
ask Swedenborg , " W h a t news f r o m t h e e a r t h ? " He 
w i l l have a tale to t e l l ! 

Brian Kingslake 

" A N O N Y M O U S " I D E N T I F I E D 

T h e a u t h o r o f Dreaming into Realities i n last 
m o n t h ' s Messenger was l i s ted as " A n o n y m o u s , ' 
because her name had become separated f r o m the 
art i c le in the Messenger o f f i c e . She is M r s . V e r n o n 
K r e h b i e l o f P r e t t y Pra ir ie , Kansas, and she had pre­
v ious ly been a w a r d e d second place f o r her ar t i c l e 
i n an essay contest c o n d u c t e d by the 7 t h D i s t r i c t 
o f Federated Clubs . She lives across the street 
f r o m the P r e t t y Prair ie Swedenborg ian C h u r c h , and 
is t h e daughter - in - law o f t h e late D a n K r e h b i e l , 
k n o w n t o m a n y i n C o n v e n t i o n . 



S A C R A M E N T A L S E R V I C E S 

A f t e r the close o f the f o r m a l sessions o n Saturday 
m o r n i n g , J u l y 5 t h , the a f t e r n o o n was devoted t o 
t h e ce lebrat ion o f the H o l y Supper . 

E x p l a i n i n g t h a t o u r L o n d o n churches had n o t been 
b u i l t t o a c c o m m o d a t e Assembly c r o w d s , t h e C o m ­
m i t t e e d i s t r i b u t e d t i c k e t s t o t h e sacramental ser­
vices t o be h e l d i n three d i f f e r e n t churches , the 
choice o f w h i c h was l e f t t o the i n d i v i d u a l . W h i l e 
m a n y wished t o w o r s h i p w i t h t h e i r o w n groups , 
o thers t o o k advantage o f the o p p o r t u n i t y t o ac­
q u a i n t themselves w i t h t h e procedures o f t h e i r sis­
ter churches. W h i l e these procedures d i f f e r e d 
somewhat i n f o r m and m e t h o d o f p a r t a k i n g o f t h e 
e lements , t h e y al l had the same cent ra l theme—the 
w o r s h i p o f t h e L o r d Jesus Chr is t a n d t h e re-dedica­
t i o n o f o u r lives i n p r o c l a i m i n g by o u r d a i l y l i v i n g 
t h a t He indeed reigns. 

We give here descr ip t ions o f these three services 
as c o n t r i b u t e d b y three d i f f e r e n t c o m m u n i c a n t s . 

Service at K e n s i n g t o n C h u r c h 

I n the sanctuary o f the K e n s i n g t o n Soc ie ty o f the 
N e w C h u r c h , the Sacrament was observed accord ­
i n g t o the C o n v e n t i o n t r a d i t i o n . T h e a t t r a c t i v e 
c h u r c h f r o n t s r i g h t o n the street , a n d the current 
poster o n the f r o n t o f the b u i l d i n g w e l c o m e d w o r ­
shippers w i t h , " I t is r i o t so d i f f i c u l t t o enter Heav­
en as is bel ieved by m a n y . ' E . Swedenborg. ' " 
Ins ide the parish h a l l , a t t r a c t i v e v isual displays o n 
a w i d e range o f t op i c s i n c l u d e the i n f o r m a t i o n t h a t 
t h e K e n s i n g t o n Soc ie ty was f o u n d e d i n 1 8 7 2 , and 
t h a t i t s f i r s t pastor was t h e Rev. J o n a t h a n Bay ley , 
Ph . D . D r . B a y l e y , p a r t i c u l a r l y f a m o u s i n A m e r i c a 
f o r his d i s t inguished Brighton Lectures, is q u o t e d 
o n a p laque i n the h a l l , " I shou ld l i k e t o be r e m e m ­
bered as one w h o loved l i t t l e c h i l d r e n and t r i e d t o 
do t h e m g o o d . " 

T h e C o m m u n i o n Service was c o n d u c t e d by the 
Rev. R i c h a r d T a f e l , and Jane Sugden's amaz ing 
C o n v e n t i o n cho i r b e a u t i f u l l y led and enr i ched the 
service. N o one b u t the most i m p r a c t i c a l dreamer 
w o u l d conceive o f p u t t i n g together a c h o i r f r o m 
such diverse locat ions and musical exper ience , b u t 
she d i d — a n d i t great ly enhanced t h e service. 

B e g i n n i n g w i t h the L i t a n y o f t h e T e n C o m m a n d ­
ments w h i c h searches f o r a deeper a p p l i c a t i o n i n 
o u r l ives, t h e service proceeded t h r o u g h the Spiri-
tus Domini ( " T h e s p i r i t o f t h e L o r d is u p o n m e " ) 
t o t h e t r a d i t i o n a l read ing o f Isaiah 55 ( " H o every­
one t h a t t h i r s t e t h , Come ye t o t h e r ivers o f w a ­
t e r " ) and the b r i e f Responsive Service o f The 
Transfiguration, t o the reading o f J o h n 6 ( " L a b o r 
n o t f o r the meat t h a t p e r i s h e t h " ) . A f t e r t h e sing­
i n g o f The Benedictus there was a read ing o f t h e 
D o c t r i n e o f t h e C h u r c h ( w h a t the C h u r c h teaches 
concern ing the H o l y Supper . 

T h e Rev. .Mart in P r y k e o f t h e General C h u r c h de­
l ivered the se rmon . Observ ing t h a t the N e w 
C h u r c h C o m m u n i o n Service has p o w e r and s igni ­
f icance because i t has co r respondent ia l f o r m and 
can be e x p l a i n e d , he made t h e p o i n t t h a t e m o t i o n 
f r o m a service—as i n most Pro tes tant worsh ip—is 
n o t enough f o r a N e w C h u r c h m a n . Because the 
f i r s t essential o f a l l r e l i g i o n is t h e a c k n o w l e d g m e n t 
and r e c o g n i t i o n o f G o d , we can have no s p i r i t u a l 
l i f e unless we receive and a p p r o p r i a t e the love and 
w i s d o m o f the L o r d , he said. He r e m i n d e d the 
congregat ion t h a t w h e n we par take o f the bread 
and w i n e , we are b r o u g h t i n con-association w i t h 
G o d , j u s t as surely as w h e n we read the W o r d ; and 
closed w i t h t h e t h o u g h t t h a t more was happen ing 
t h a n j u s t an i n s p i r i n g service—the L o r d ' s t r u t h was 
ca l l ing to he h e a r d , a n d his Love was seeking an 
entrance . 

A f t e r the se rmon , the cho i r led the congregat ion 
i n the Te Dominum (a h y m n o f praise t o the L o r d 
Jesus C h r i s t ) be fore the prayers o f thanksg iv ing 
and co l lec t . A f t e r the C o m m u n i o n H y m n , came 
t h e I n s t i t u t i o n , E l e v a t i o n , Presentat ion , and the 
serving o f the e lements , f o l l o w e d by t h e S a l u t a t i o n 
o f Peace. T h e service ended w i t h T h e Respond ing 
G l o r i f i c a t i o n i n u n i s o n and the s inging o f T h e A n ­
gelic A n t h e m . 

Betsy Young 
Virginia Erickson 

Betsy Young is the wife of Wayfarers' Chapel Minister, 
Robert Young. Virginia Erickson is a member of the 
Church Council, Church of the New Jerusalem, Philadel­
phia 



Service at Michael C h u r c h 

T h e service was c o n d u c t e d b y t h e R i g h t Reverend 
W i l l a r d D . P e n d l e t o n , E x e c u t i v e B i shop o f the Gen­
eral C h u r c h , assisted b y t h e Rev . B j o r n A . H . B o y e -
sen, Pastor o f t h e Colchester Soc ie ty o f the Gener­
a l C h u r c h , a n d b y the Rev . D o n a l d L . Rose, Pastor 
o f the M i c h a e l C h u r c h . T h e s e r m o n was b y the 
Rev. J . 0 . B o o t h , b u t since he had been called 
away o n f a m i l y m a t t e r s , the s e r m o n was read b y 
the Rev. R o b e r t G i l l , n e w l y o r d a i n e d graduate o f 
the Conference Theo log i ca l Schoo l . T h e lessons 
were f r o m Isaiah 5 5 : 1 , 2, and 6 - 1 1 ; J o h n 6 : 2 7 - 3 5 ; 
and True Christian Religion 7 1 7 . 

T h e sermon dealt b e a u t i f u l l y w i t h t h e H o l y Supper 
t h e m e , using as i ts t e x t J o h n 4 : 3 4 , " M y meat is t o 
do the w i l l o f H i m w h o sent m e , " and i n c l u d i n g 
m a n y o ther passages f r o m the W o r d t h a t t reat o f 
eat ing and d r i n k i n g . I t p o i n t e d o u t t h a t the L o r d 
said, " T a k e , e a t . " We m u s t reach o u t and t a k e . 
We m u s t r u m i n a t e and m e d i t a t e . T h e L o r d can 
give f u l l y o n l y t o those w h o hunger and t h i r s t . 
T h e sermon b r o u g h t o u t also the use o f eat ing t o ­
gether i n f r i e n d s h i p as d i d the early Chr is t ians . I t 
contrasted t h e Last Supper w i t h the f i r s t Passover, 
the la t t e r eaten i n haste, the f o r m e r i n a w a r m and 
leisurely a tmosphere . I t n o t e d t h a t in g iv ing f o o d 
t o t h e i r c h i l d r e n , parents are f i l l i n g a psycho log ica l 
as w e l l as a phys ica l need. 

T h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n o f the H o l y Supper f o l l o w e d 
the se rmon . 

F r o m the carved i n s c r i p t i o n , A d v e n t u s D o m i n i , 
over the a l tar t o the c losing a n t h e m , " P r a y f o r the 
Peace o f J e r u s a l e m " sung t o the music o f C. J . 
W h i t t i n g t o n , the service was an i n s p i r i n g p a r t o f 
the W o r l d Assembly , g iv ing a s t rong sense o f peace 
a n d conf idence t h a t the L o r d G o d Jesus Chr i s t 
does indeed re ign . 

T h e pleasingly decorated l i t t l e c h u r c h easily ac­
c o m m o d a t e d t h e 81 people w h o a t t e n d e d the ser­
vice. T h e y came f r o m Conference and C o n v e n t i o n 
as w e l l as f r o m the General C h u r c h ; and f r o m A u s ­
t r a l i a , S o u t h A f r i c a , Sweden , N o r w a y , the U n i t e d 
States, Sco t land and E n g l a n d . T h e cof fee , tea and 
biscuits served i n the assembly a n d Sunday Schoo l 
r o o m s o f t h e c h u r c h af ter the service p r o v i d e d a 
d e l i g h t f u l feast o f c h a r i t y w h i c h s trengthened the 
bonds o f f r i e n d s h i p . Morna Hyatt 

M o r n a H y a t t is Pr incipal of the G i r l s ' S c h o o l , T h e A c a ­
d e m y of the New C h u r c h , B r y n A t h y n 

Service at t h e C a m b e r w e l l C h u r c h 

Conducted by the Rev. E. J . Jarmin, assisted by 
the Rev. J . V. Ayre and the Rev. L . Chambers 

The h o m e o f the C a m b e r w e l l Soc iety o f the N e w 
C h u r c h ( B r i t i s h Conference ) is o n F l o d d c n R o a d in 
S o u t h East L o n d o n , i n a n e i g h b o r h o o d o f smal l 
neat ly spaced b r i c k houses, precise lawns and t i n y 
gardens. T h e c h u r c h b u i l d i n g is o f modest size, 
s imple design and p l a i n i n t e r i o r . I t s capac i ty o f 
a b o u t 125 was n o t taxed o n th i s ra ther s u l t r y J u l y 
a f t e r n o o n . 

I m m e d i a t e l y a f ter the o p e n i n g h y m n , we began t o 
par t i c ipa te i n t h e short f o r m o f the B r i t i s h Confer ­
ence o f the H o l y Supper . A t the proper t i m e and 
signalled b y the ushers, a p a r t o f t h e congregat ion 
f i l e d t o the a l tar ra i l and k n e l t t o receive the Sacra­
m e n t , r e t u r n i n g t o t h e i r pews so t h a t o thers m i g h t 
come f o r w a r d . 

A t the close o f the C o m m u n i o n service, the Rev. 
F r i e d e m a n n H o r n read f r o m the W o r d and d e l i ­
vered t h e se rmon . His t h o u g h t s centered a r o u n d 
these quest ions : 

D i d Swedenborg prophesy the f u t u r e progress o f 
t h e N e w Church? I f so, has the p r o p h e c y fa i led t o 
be f u l f i l l e d ? Does th is mean t h a t he was i n error? 
The discussion o f these quest ions r e m i n d e d us t h a t 
the N e w C h u r c h is o f a vast design, made u p o f a l l 
i n d i v i d u a l s whose s p i r i t u a l state is one w h e r e i n the 
L o r d G o d can re ign . D r . H o r n conc luded o n a 
h o p e f u l n o t e . 

R e f l e c t i n g u p o n th is service he ld i n a L o n d o n 
c h u r c h some weeks ago, we w o u l d l i k e to c o m m e n t 
o n t w o departures f r o m the usual procedure i n 
A m e r i c a , departures w h i c h th is r e p o r t e r feels made 
receiv ing the Sacrament especially m e m o r a b l e . 

One is t h a t t h i s f o ca l p o i n t was placed first i n o r ­
der, and there fo re made f i rs t i n i m p o r t a n c e . T h e 
o t h er is t h a t t o w a l k t o the a l tar and t o knee l there 
w h i l e rece iv ing C o m m u n i o n is a m o r e f u l l y p a r t i c i ­
p a t i n g act f o r the c o m m u n i c a n t ; an experience less 
passive t h a n o u r c u s t o m a r y m o d e . Perhaps b o t h o f 
these changes cou ld be tested i n o u r c h u r c h e s -
m a y we say, more t h a n once—to he lp us d e t e r m i n e 
w h a t meaning t h e y m i g h t have f o r us i n o u r w o r ­
sh ip . 

Marion B. Priestnal 

Marion Priestnal is the wife of the Pastor of T h e New 
C h u r c h , New Y o r k and E d i t o r of the A l l i a n c e B u l l e t i n . 



T O U R O F S W E D E N B O R G ' S 
LONDON 

A l t h o u g h m a n y o f t h e b u i l d i n g s i n L o n d o n t h a t 
have associations w i t h Swedenborg have been re ­
placed b y m o d e r n s t ruc tures , there is m u c h t o be 
gained b y t a k i n g a t o u r o f those areas where he 
l i v e d , s t u d i e d , and w o r s h i p e d . T w o L o n d o n buses 
cou ld n o t a c c o m m o d a t e a l l w h o w a n t e d t o do t h i s , 
so a w a l k i n g g r o u p was also organized , and six 
members o f the L o n d o n churches acted as guides. 

I n the area j u s t o f f F lee t Street , i n the ne ighbor ­
h o o d o f t h e I n n e r T e m p l e a n d the M i d d l e T e m p l e 
L a w C o u r t s , we n o t e d 3 1 Essex Street , t h e h o m e 
o f the L o n d o n P r i n t i n g Soc ie ty w h i c h became the 
Swedenborg Soc ie ty . Crossing F lee t Stree t , one 
comes t o F e t t e r Lane where the M o r a v i a n C h u r c h 
where Swedenborg once w o r s h i p e d , had f o r m e r l y 
s t o o d . 

F u r t h e r a long F lee t Street , a l e f t t u r n leads i n t o 
n a r r o w Green C o u r t where the R o y a l Soc ie ty h a d 
i ts headquarters . Swedenborg presented a paper 
o n l o n g i t u d e t o th i s g r o u p and q u i t e possibly m e t 
H a l l e y , F lamsteed , and Isaac N e w t o n . 

T h e house o f Samuel J o h n s o n is i n nearby G o u g h 
Square, and the w h o l e area is so connected w i t h 
n a r r o w passages t h a t one can emerge i n t o F lee t 
Street again af ter passing the Cheshire Cheese 
w h i c h dates f r o m L667. We k n o w t h a t Sweden­
b o r g said, " I d i n e d i n an i n n o f f F lee t Street , "and 
t r a d i t i o n has i t t h a t the Cheshire Cheese was t h e 
one , f o r i t was the gather ing place o f p r o m i n e n t 
people . 

Crossing F lee t Street , a l i t t l e f u r t h e r d o w n o n the 
r i g h t , one comes t o Sal isbury C o u r t where Sweden­
b o r g l ived f o r a t i m e w i t h a p ious M o r a v i a n shoe­
maker , J o h n B r o c k m e r . A p laque o n a nearby 
b u i l d i n g indicates the b i r t h p l a c e o f Samuel Pepys. 
N e a r b y is St . Br ide ' s C h u r c h b u i l t b y C h r i s t o p h e r 
W r e n , w h o had i ts spire copied as a d e c o r a t i o n f o r 
his daughter ' s w e d d i n g cake, thus s t a r t i n g a t r a d i ­
t i o n . N e a r b y , t o o , was B r i d e w e l l Pr i son , j u s t be­
h i n d Sal isbury C o u r t . 

I n another c o u r t o f f F lee t Street , s t i l l f u r t h e r a l ong , 
Poppins C o u r t , J o h n H a r t , the p r i n t e r , b r o u g h t o u t 
the L a t i n e d i t i o n o f Arcana Coelestia in e ight v o l ­
umes, b e t w e e n 1749 and 1 7 5 8 . 

F r o m F lee t Street , the t o u r proceeded u p L u d g a t e 
H i l l , n o t i n g a p laque o n a b u i l d i n g m a r k i n g the 

h o m e o f t h e D a i l y C o u r a n t , the f i r s t L o n d o n news­
paper. A b l o c k f u r t h e r a l ong , o n the l e f t side o f 
L u d g a t e H i l l , at n u m b e r 4 2 , we f o u n d Ye Olde 
L o n d o n Coffee House , l o o k i n g as i t m u s t have 
l o o k e d i n Swedenborg 's day . T h i s was t h e place 
where H i n d m a r s h and f o u r o thers gathered i n re ­
sponse t o an ad i n the newspaper and he ld t h e 
f i r s t p u b l i c m e e t i n g o f readers o f t h e doc t r ines . 

St . Paul's Cathedra l l ooks as i t d i d i n Swedenborg 's 
d a y , b u t t h e n e i g h b o r h o o d a r o u n d i t is changing, 
f o r t h e r e g i o n was b a d l y b o m b e d d u r i n g W o r l d 
War I I . T h o u g h there is a Pater Noster R o w , i t is 
n o t i n exac t ly the same place as t h e n a r r o w street 
t o t h e l e f t o f St . Paul's where J o h n L e w i s , t h e p u b ­
l isher o f Arcana Coelestia had his shop. 

T h e f i r s t re l ig ious service t o o k place i n t h e area 
k n o w n as Cheapside at N o . 6 P o u l t r y Street , a 
l o c a t i o n n o w occup ied b y an o p t i c i a n ' s shop . I t 
was at t h i s m e e t i n g t h a t the earnest g r o u p o f 
readers cal led themselves the L o r d ' s N e w C h u r c h 
o n e a r t h . 

East Cheap had m a n y Scandinavian residents as i t 
was the center o f the s h i p p i n g i n d u s t r y . Sweden­
b o r g l ived f o r a t i m e i n a street k n o w n as the M i n -
ories . L a t e r he l ived at Co ldbate Square where he 
d i e d . 

T h e t o u r ended i n Swedenborg Square where 
y o u n g people o f the L o n d o n N e w Churches p r o v i ­
ded coo l d r i n k s a n d " b i s c u i t s . " A smal l park has 
been made i n the m i d s t o f a new hous ing develop­
m e n t , a n d an elevated cement plaza j u s t o f f a l i t t l e 
lane n a m e d Swedenborg Gardens conta ins at its 
center a smal l m o n u m e n t c o m m e m o r a t i n g the site 
o f t h e o l d Swedish C h u r c h o f U l r i c a Eleanora 
where Swedenborg 's funera l was h e l d , and where 
he was f i r s t b u r i e d . 

Near the park f o u r new high-rise a p a r t m e n t s are 
go ing u p . I t is in te res t ing t o n o t e t h a t the L o n d o n 
C o u n c i l approached the Swedenborg Soc iety seek­
i n g names associated w i t h Swedenborg f or these 
b u i l d i n g s . So H i n d m a r s h , S t o c k h o l m , N o b l e , a n d 
B r o c k m e r bu i ld ings w i l l forever be reminders o f 
his presence i n L o n d o n . 

A s t h e buses r e t u r n e d t o Swedenborg House , we 
passed Cross Street where Sam N o b l e was the m i n ­
ister o f the c h u r c h a t t e n d e d b y W i l l i a m B l a k e . T h e 
h o m e o f H i n d m a r s h i n C l e r k e n w e l l Lane was the 
o n l y one i n i ts b l o c k t o be b o m b e d i n W o r l d War 

Elizabeth M. Munger 



O n F l e e t Street near the great newspaper of f ices—which had made freedom of the press a reality before Swedenborg 's d a y , 
facilitating the spread of his teachings— is Ye Olde Cheshire Cheese restaurant, the haunt of D r . J o h n s o n . We note that 
Swedenborg was accustomed to dine " a t an i n n in F l e e t S t r e e t : " was this the one? 

T h i s modern structure is at No . 1 Paternoster R o w , where 
in the mid-18th century , under the sign of " T h e Bible and 
D o v e , " was the shop of J o h n L e w i s , publisher of that 
greatest of theological and expository w o r k s , S w e d e n ­
borg's Arcana Coelestia. 

Here in Poppin 's C o u r t was the home and print shop of 
Mr. H a r t , where the Arcana Coelestia was actually printed 
and where Swedenborg spent many evenings w i t h the Hart 
family . 

T h e R e v . Dennis D u c k w o r t h of E n g ­
land leads a tour. T h e captions for 
these pictures are taken from Mr . 
D u c k w o r t h ' s mimeographed A New 
Churchman's Guide and the pictures 
are by the R e v . Wil l iam Woofenden 
of S t . L o u i s . 
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" Y e O l d e L o n d o n " publ ic house was 
called The London Coffee House in 
1783 w h e n R o b e r t H i n d m a r s h called 
the first publ ic meeting of receivers 
of the heavenly doctrines there. F i v e 
people attended, who immediately 
adjourned to The Queen's Arms Ta­
vern in S t . Paul ' s C h u r c h y a r d , and 
" d r a n k tea together . " 

E n t r a n c e to the Temple, one of the most charming spots 
in L o n d o n , combining as it does, antiquarian interest and 
rural quiet . I t is a col lect ion of courts , lanes, squares, gar­
dens and passageways where barristers have their rooms 
and legal m e n their chambers . T h e T e m p l e is of particular 
interest to the New C h u r c h m a n because it was the first 
domici le of the infant New C h u r c h . H i n d m a r s h , after de­
scribing the Q u e e n ' s A r m s T a v e r n meeting, says, " I n the 
course of the following week we engaged chambers in the 
I n n e r T e m p l e , near F l e e t Street ; and to make our next 
meeting more publ ic , we caused an advertisement to be 
inserted in some of the newspapers, stating the objects 
we had in v iew, and giving a general invitation to all the 
readers of E m a n u e l Swedenborg 's Writings, in L o n d o n or 
elsewhere, to j o i n o u r s t a n d a r d . " 

Hindmarsh goes o n to say that , after meeting two or three 
times in them, he and his friends took more convenient 
rooms in New C o u r t , Middle T e m p l e . New C o u r t lies be­
tween Middle T e m p l e L a n e and E s s e x Street , and " c o n ­
tains only one large house, w h i c h occupies the entire west 
s i d e . " T h e meetings in New C o u r t were attended by many 
persons of reputation and talent, including J a m e s G l e n , 
of D e m e r a r a , w h o took the new doctrines to A m e r i c a ; 
F . H . B a r t h e l e m o n , the R o y a l Music ian ; J o h n F l a x m a n , 
sculptor , L i e u t e n a n t - G e n e r a l R a i n s f o r d , G o v e r n o r of G i ­
braltar; possibly Wil l iam B l a k e and his father; and others 
destined to play an important part in the growth of the 
New C h u r c h organisation. 
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S O C I A L E V E N I N G S 

W E D N E S D A Y N I G H T 

O n Wednesday evening, J u l y 1st, p r i o r t o t h e o p e n ­
i n g o f t h e N e w C h u r c h A s s e m b l y , the N e w C h u r c h 
W o m e n ' s League a n d t h e Women ' s G u i l d o f St . M i ­
chael's C h u r c h h e l d a r e c e p t i o n i n V i c t o r i a H a l l , 
B l o o m s b u r y Square, L o n d o n . T h e N e w C h u r c h 
W o m e n ' s League is an o rgan i za t i on o f t h e ladies o f 
t h e Conference Churches i n the U n i t e d K i n g d o m 
and the W o m e n ' s G u i l d is the ladies ' o r g a n i z a t i o n 
o f the General C h u r c h i n L o n d o n . 

Mrs. T o b i s c h 

A n air o f a n t i c i p a t i o n h u n g over the h a l l , f i l l e d to 
capac i ty , as M r s . O t h m a r T o b i s c h , the h o n o r e d 
c h a i r m a n o f the evening, grac iously i n t r o d u c e d t h e 
seven speakers, represent ing the w o m e n o f the N e w 
C h u r c h o n f ive c o n t i n e n t s . 

M r s . C l a u d H . Presland w e l c o m e d one and a l l , say­
ing t h a t the f i rs t idea o f th i s r e c e p t i o n came f r o m 
M r s . . F r i e n d w h o w i t h o thers had w o r k e d tirelessly 
t o b r i n g i t a b o u t . M r s . Presland t h e n w e n t o n t o 
say t h a t the f i r s t suggestion o f t h e W o r l d Assembly 
came f r o m t h e Bev . O t h m a r Tob i s ch i n 1 9 6 0 , w h o 
at t h a t t i m e said, " W h a t I have i n m i n d is a gather­
i n g o f the m e n o f t h e C h u r c h , m e n and w o m e n , o f 
course, ' t o get t h e feel o f each o t h e r , ' t o discover 
s p i r i t u a l f r iends a m o n g o ther races and nat i ons , t o 
create t h e sphere o n a N e w C h u r c h gather ing f r o m 
divergent cu l tures and pasts, t o get a fore-g l impse 
o f heavenly societies closely associated, i t is t o be 
a g a t h e r i n f e o f the c o m m o n m e m b e r s h i p , the r i c h 
a n d t h e p o o r , t h e s imple a n d t h e wise , t h e p i n k 
and t h e b r o w n . I t is n o t t o be an exc lus ive ly i n t e l ­
l e c tua l assembly o f great t h i n k e r s . " M r s . Presland 
f in i shed b y saying , " A n d so t h e v i s i on w h i c h has 
spread a n d s t i r red o thers became t r u e . We are t o ­
gether i n f lesh f o r t h e f i r s t t i m e . M a n y races are 
here, and I suppose every organized N e w C h u r c h 

i n the w o r l d has i ts representatives. L e t us hope 
we are n o t mere ly t oge ther i n b o d y , b u t t h a t we 
are t oge ther i n s p i r i t . We have o u r d i f f e r e n t ap­
proaches; we came f r o m v a r y i n g e n v i r o n m e n t s ; 
m a n y o f us are h o p i n g t h a t t h e A s s e m b l y w i l l he lp 
us t o unders tand one a n o t h e r , t o apprec iate one 
a n o t h e r , t o w i p e away h i s tor i ca l misunderstandings 
and confus ions w h i c h arise because we have n o t 
been able t o clasp hands and see i n t o each o ther ' s 
eyes. Every one o f us w i l l surely hope t h a t our 
b o n d w i l l be a b o n d o f s p i r i t a n d t h a t i n the N e w 
C h u r c h o n e a r t h as i n the heavens, we a l l may be 
u n i t e d i n the a c k n o w l e d g m e n t t h a t the L o r d Jesus 
Chr is t r e i g n s . " 

Mrs. Presland Mrs. H a l l 

T h e f i r s t speaker was M r s . L e o n Rhodes o f B r y n 
A t h y n , Pa., U .S .A . , w h o gave a paper o n " F e m i n ­
ine Uses i n the H o m e . " Mrs . B i l l H a l l , a f o u r t h 
generat ion N e w C h u r c h w o m a n f r o m S idney , A u s ­
t r a l i a , t o l d o f the w o m e n ' s w o r k i n the A u s t r a l i a n 
Churches . M r s . Y o n e z o D o i o f T o k y o , Japan and 
M r s . Chungsun Lee o f Seoul , K o r e a , w h o w o r e 

Mrs. D o i Mrs. L e e 



t h e i r n a t i o n a l dress, added co l o r and e n c h a n t m e n t 
as they t o l d a b o u t t h e i r w o r k . M r s . W i l f r e d Rice 
o f B o s t o n , Mass. o u t l i n e d the pro jects o f the A l ­
l iance o f N e w C h u r c h W o m e n ( C o n v e n t i o n ) i n 
N o r t h A m e r i c a . M r s . B o r g h i l d Berner o f Stavanger, 
N o r w a y , w h o had helped her fa ther trans late t h e 

Mrs. R i c e Mrs. Berner 

Mrs. M o o k i 

w r i t i n g s i n t o N o r w e g i a n , spoke o f the need o f d i ­
v ine love and w i s d o m i n our lives. T h e last speaker 
M r s . Obed S. D . M o o k i o f t h e N e w C h u r c h i n 

S o u t h A f r i c a , represent­
i n g the largest Women ' s 
League, w o r e the s imple 
q n i f o r m and w h i t e hat 
w h i c h a l l the N e w 
C h u r c h w o m e n in S o u t h 
A f r i c a wear p r o u d l y t o 
show t h e y are members 
o f the W o m e n ' s N e w 
C h u r c h League. T h e 
u n i f o r m is s imple , she 
e x p l a i n e d , so t h a t there 
is no c o m p e t i t i o n be­
tween the churches and 
d i f f e r e n t backgrounds 

o f members . She spoke o f the m a n y th ings 
the w o m e n d i d , even t o b u i l d i n g churches w i t h 
t h e i r o w n hands. M r s . M o o k i teaches schoo l and 
speaks seven languages, b u t t h a n k e d the L o r d f o r 
Engl i sh so t h a t we a l l cou ld unders tand each o t h e r . 
I also had i t o n good a u t h o r i t y t h a t she can sing 
soprano , a l t o , base and t enor . 

T h e ta lks were interspersed w i t h songs b y t h e 
D u l c e a n singers and v i o l i n solos by A l i s o n H y l a n d , 
accompaied b y J o y Presswood at the p i a n o . T h e n 
f o l l o w e d a b u f f e t o f de l i c ious sandwiches, pastries, 
and coffee w h i c h led t o a good h o u r o f greet ing 
o l d f r iends and m a k i n g new ones. A w o n d e r f u l 
beg inn ing f o r the A s s e m b l y w h i c h was t o f o l l o w ! 

Corinne B. Tafel 

T H U R S D A Y N I G H T 

O n T h u r s d a y evening, the C o n v e n t i o n Chair pre­
sented a Sacred Concer t f e a t u r i n g the Canta ta , 
" T h e G l o r i f i e d C h r i s t , " at V i c t o r i a H a l l . The m u ­
sic f o r th i s was w r i t t e n b y D r . R o l l o M a i t l a n d . a 
f o r m e r organist o f the Phi lade lphia C h u r c h , a n d 
the t e x t arranged b y the Rev. A n t o n y Regamey o f 
B o s t o n , Mass. 

T h e C h a i r m a n for the evening, the Rev. R i c h a r d I I . 
T a f e l o f Ph i lade lph ia , i n t r o d u c e d Miss Jane Sug-
d c n , C h o i r D i r e c t o r o f the San Francisco C h u r c h , 
w h o had w o r k e d f o r m o n t h s w i t h cho i r members 
o f t h e San Franc isco C h u r c h and others spread 
across the c o n t i n e n t . M r . Eugene H . Clark ac com­
panied the cho i r o n the organ . T h e Rev. O t h m a r 
Tob i s ch was the narra to r . 

Othmar T o b i s c h narrating Cantata 

T h e p r o g r a m opened w i t h a se lect ion o f re l ig ious 
songs f o l l o w e d b y the G l o r i o u s Cantata w h i c h was 
e x p e r t l y presented t o an apprec iat ive audience . A t 
the close, the cho i r and audience j o i n e d i n s inging 
the h y m n , " T h e L o r d Jesus Chr is t R e i g n s , " the 
w o r d s and music f o r w h i c h had been w r i t t e n b y 
the Rev. B r i a n K ings lake . The C h a i r m a n t h e n 

B r i a n Kingslake after performance of his h y m n 
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R e v . T a f e l presents f lowers to Miss Sugden 

asked M r . K ings lake t o stand and the audience rose 
t o give h i m a s tand ing o v a t i o n . M r . T a f e l , o n be­
ha l f o f t h e cho ir and f r i ends , presented Miss Sug­
den w i t h a b o u q u e t o f f l o w e r s , in l o v i n g apprec ia­
t i o n f o r a l l t h e w o r k she had done t o make th i s 
m e m o r a b l e evening possible. 

A f t e r a b r i e f i n t e r m i s s i o n , t h e m o t i o n p i c t u r e , 
" T h e W a y f a r e r , " d e p i c t i n g i n a m o v i n g w a y , t h e 
s t o r y o f the W a y f a r e r s ' Chapel at Portuguese B e n d , 
C a l i f o r n i a , was s h o w n . 

Corinne B. Tafel 

World A s s e m b l y C h o i r , assembled and led by Miss J a n e Sugden of S a n F r a n c i s c o , sang the Maitland cantata and the new 
Kings lake h y m n o n T h u r s d a y evening, and sang at Convent ion 's sacramental service o n Saturday morning . 

F R I D A Y N I G H T 

A q u a r t e t sang some spark l ing selections f r o m G i l ­
b e r t and S u l l i v a n i n c l u d i n g n u m b e r s f r o m " I o -
l a n t h e , " " T h e M i k a d o , " and e n d i n g w i t h an o l d 
Eng l i sh m a d r i g a l . 

A p e r i o d o f general danc ing t o a l ive ly orchestra 
f o l l o w e d . 

De l i c i ous re freshments were served i n the d i n i n g 
r o o m , where there was a b u f f e t o f co f fee , sand­
wiches and cakes. 

A musica l q u i n t e t o f t w o f lu tes , a c la r ine t , h o r n 
and cel lo p layed three selections. A m o n g the 
players were Rev. D e n n i s D u c k w o r t h and his son, 
D a v i d . 

The genial C h a i r m a n , F . B . N i c h o l s , t h e n gave the 
correct answers f o r a c o m p e t i t i o n w h i c h had been 
h e l d t o i d e n t i f y the sources o f t w e n t y q u o t a t i o n s 
f r o m Swedenborg w h i c h had been d isp layed a-
r o u n d the r o o m . A y o u n g E n g l i s h m a n w o n w i t h 
n ine correc t answers. T h e pr ize was a copy o f 
" T r u e C h r i s t i a n R e l i g i o n " b o u n d i n red m o r o c c o . 

A p e r i o d o f danc ing f o l l o w e d and i n c l u d e d special 
n u m b e r s , i n c l u d i n g a " J i v e , " a B a r n Dance , a " G a y 
G o r d o n " and a f i n a l w a l t z . 

A good t i m e was had by a l l . 
Rafael Guiu 
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