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C O - O P E R A T I O N IN P R O C L A I M I N G 
T H E S E C O N D COMING O F 

T H E L O R D 

Can we work together in close association toward 
a common end—which is proclaiming the Second 
Coming of the Lord? 

T h i s q u e s t i o n , c o m p l e x i n i ts i m p l i c a t i o n s , was pre­
sented as a t o p i c f o r discussion o n F r i d a y a f ter ­
n o o n , J u l y 3, at the W o r l d A s s e m b l y . T h e set t ing 
was t h e large, f o r m a l , e x t r e m e l y handsome V i c ­
t o r i a H a l l o n Russel l Square, near the S w e d e n b o r g 
House, L o n d o n U n i v e r s i t y a n d the B r i t i s h M u s e u m . 

Perhaps n e v e r — u n t i l t h i s m o m e n t had t h e p r o b l e m 
been placed be fore as large an assembly o f N e w 
C h u r c h m e n . C o u l d fresh a n d i n n o v a t i v e ideas 
a b o u t t h i s pers istent p r o b l e m come t o l i g h t , a n d 
i n such a t i m e and place? 

A c t u a l l y , a l t h o u g h t h i s fact seemed t o escape n o ­
t i ce , t w o equal ly f r u s t r a t i n g quest ions , i n t e r w o v e n 
one w i t h the o t h e r , h a d t o be considered. 

150 
1 . Can any N e w C h u r c h b o d y ever be "success-

f u l l " i n present ing the teachings? 

2. Can t h e several branches o f the N e w C h u r c h 
a id each o ther—and h o w ? 

P r o b a b l y a good m a n y obstacles b o t h h i d d e n a n d 
visible were b l o c k i n g the w a y t o the emergence o f 
new or s ign i f i cant conc lus ions o n t h i s occasion. 

F i r s t : T h e quest ions were t o o b i g a n d t o o t h o r n y 
t o be h a n d l e d e f fec t ive ly i n a g r o u p o f perhaps 
4 0 0 people . T h e set t ing was s t r u c t u r e d ; the m e c h ­
anics cumbersome . 

Second: T h e p r o g r a m was labeled as a "d iscus­
s i o n . " B y i ts very n a t u r e however , a t r u e discus­
sion was n o t possible. D i f f i c u l t t o achieve at any 
t i m e , p r o d u c t i v e discussion a lmost demands large 
b l o cks o f t i m e and smal l f l e x i b l e groupings . 

T h i r d : Each b o d y represented t h a t a f t e r n o o n had 
k n o w n f r u s t r a t i o n a n d even despair i n hav ing i t s 
ideas received—by t h e w o r l d , o f course; b y each 
o t h e r i n some degree. T h e need t o be defensive 
was present ; somet imes sensed a n d somet imes ex­
pressed. 
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T h e C h a i r m a n , M r . D . F . C . M a n n o f the B r i t i s h 
Conference , i n t r o d u c e d t h e t o p i c b y p o i n t i n g o u t 
t h a t our d i f f i c u l t i e s are m a n i f o l d . He suggested 
t h a t perhaps we c o u l d , however , discover cer ta in 
f u n c t i o n s o f the several churches where a j o i n t ef­
f o r t w o u l d be h e l p f u l . H e t h e n opened t h e f l o o r 
t o those w h o wished t o speak. 

I n o rder t o address the A s s e m b l y , i t was necessary 
f o r an i n d i v i d u a l t o leave his seat, w a l k t o the f r o n t 
o f t h e a u d i t o r i u m and stand at the m i c r o p h o n e , 
conc lude his r e m a r k s a n d resume his seat, at w h i c h 
t i m e a n o t h e r speaker c o u l d come f o r w a r d . Those 
w h o spoke presented t h e i r o p i n i o n s ; t h e n e x t 
speaker c o n t r a d i c t e d o r agreed w i t h t h i s and t h e n 
i n t u r n presented his o w n o p i n i o n s . 

We r e c o r d here t h e m a j o r n u m b e r o f these state­
m e n t s , i n c h r o n o l o g i c a l o rder . 

1. We need an a t t r a c t i v e l y designed card pre­
sent ing one t h o u g h t f r o m Swedenborg , t o be w i d e ­
l y d i s t r i b u t e d . 

2. L a t e - n i g h t r a d i o programs a b o u t Sweden­
b o r g and t h e teachings w o u l d be e f fec t ive . 

3. O u r var ious p u b l i c a t i o n s serve as a valuable 
means o f reaching n o n - N e w C h u r c h people , a n d co­
o p e r a t i o n i n t h i s area can be achieved. 

4 . T h e younger m e n i n a Soc ie ty s h o u l d under ­
take t o go a b o u t i n a systematic w a y , ca l l ing at 
each h o m e i n a n e i g h b o r h o o d and present ing a n 
a t t r a c t i v e p a m p h l e t . T h e i r manner s h o u l d be cour ­
teous , t h e i n t e r v i e w b r i e f . 

5. I n d i v i d u a l s s h o u l d read t h e i r d a i l y newspa­
pers w i t h an eye t o selecting a news i t e m w h i c h 
w o u l d l e n d i t se l f t o be ing i n t e r p r e t e d ac cord ing t o 
N e w C h u r c h teachings ; t h e n w r i t e a L e t t e r T o T h e 
E d i t o r e x p l a i n i n g t h i s p o i n t o f v i e w . People do 
read such c o l u m n s a n d i f each one o f us wr i t e s 
such a l e t t e r he w i l l reach at least one person . 

A t t h i s j u n c t u r e there was a general recess f o r tea , 
ra ther t i m e - c o n s u m i n g under t h e c ircumstances b u t 
p r o b a b l y q u i t e i m p o r t a n t . H a l f an h o u r later t h e 
m e e t i n g reconvened . 

D . F . C . Mann 

7. M r . M o o k i r ep l i ed t h a t the m a t t e r o f t h e 
churches i n S o u t h A f r i c a is n o w w e l l i n h a n d . 
T h e y are members o f t h e B r i t i s h Conference , a n d 
also e n j o y a f r i e n d l y and h e l p f u l r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h 
the var ious churches o f C o n v e n t i o n , i n A m e r i c a . 

8. M r . Presland spoke t o t h i s , saying t h a t we 
( the several bodies o f t h e N . C.) are n o t ye t ready 
f o r an o r g a n i z a t i o n a l l i n e . We are however , he said, 
ready t o be b ro thers . 

9. M r s . Stanley presented t h e t h o u g h t t h a t the 
N e w C h u r c h s h o u l d supp ly t h e t r u t h s w h i c h w o u l d 
give balance and perspective t o t h e prac t i ca l w o r k 
be ing done so w e l l b y o t h e r d e n o m i n a t i o n s . 

10. T h e m o s t e f fect ive w a y o f c o m m u n i c a t i n g 
o u r teachings w i l l a lways be i n a one-to -one re la­
t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n i n d i v i d u a l s . 

1 1 . We s h o u l d have j o i n t services w i t h o t h e r de­
n o m i n a t i o n s ; a n d also i n t e r - d e n o m i n a t i o n a l meet ­
ings i n people 's homes so t h a t we can begin t o t r u l y 
k n o w a n d u n d e r s t a n d each o t h e r as people . 

I t was here t h a t t h e c lock assumed t h e ro le o f d i c ­
t a t o r a n d insisted t h a t there was no f u r t h e r t i m e i n 
w h i c h t o discuss a n y t h i n g . T h e C h a i r m a n made 
t h e c o n c l u d i n g remarks n o t i n g t h a t th i s was a d i f ­
f i c u l t discussion t o summar ize because o f i ts " d i ­
verse " n a t u r e , a n d t h a t i t h a d been w h a t he w o u l d 
cal l " a l m o s t a catalog o f suggest ions . " 

T h e s incer i ty o f each speaker d u r i n g t h a t a f t e r n o o n 
was o b v i o u s , as was his r a t h e r t o u c h i n g be l i e f i n 
the he lpfulness o f his p a r t i c u l a r suggestion and i n 
the soundness o f his c o n v i c t i o n s . Y e t the q u e s t i o n 
is s t i l l be fore us ; 

6. S h o u l d we a l l cooperate b y h e l p i n g the Can we cooperate i n p r o c l a i m i n g t h e second corn -
c h u r c h i n S o u t h A f r i c a ? T h e A f r i c a n s seem t o be - i n g o f t h e L o r d Jesus Chr i s t—and h o w ? 
especially recept ive t o N e w C h u r c h ideas. Marion B. Priestnal 

151 



S U N D A Y S E R V I C E 

F o r m a n y o f those a t t e n d i n g t h e A s s e m b l y , t h e 
Sunday w o r s h i p h e l d i n t h e St . Pancras H a l l was 
t h e h i g h p o i n t . I n t h e f i r s t place i t was a u n i t e d 
service i n contrast t o t h e three d i f f e r e n t C o m m u n ­
i o n Services h e l d o n S a t u r d a y . A l s o i t m a r k e d t h e 
largest ga ther ing o f N e w C h u r c h peop le , w i t h t h e 
consequent s p i r i t and enthus iasm w h i c h n u m b e r s 
b r i n g . T h e h a l l was made c h u r c h - l i k e w i t h a l tar 
a n d p u l p i t , a n d l ove ly f l o w e r s i n v i t e d w o r s h i p p i n g 
t h e L o r d i n t h e b e a u t y o f holiness. 

T h e service was a c t u a l l y i n three par ts . T h e f i r s t 
p a r t , t h a t o f t h e General C o n v e n t i o n , was conduc ­
t e d b y the Rev. Messrs. W i l l i a m W o o f e n d e n and 
C l a y t o n Pr ies tna l ; t h e second, t h a t o f t h e General 
Conference , b y t h e Rev. Messrs. Paul V i c k e r s a n d 
I a n J o h n s o n ; a n d t h e t h i r d , t h a t o f the General 
C h u r c h , b y t h e Rev . Messrs. W i l l a r d P e n d l e t o n a n d 
B j o r n Boyessen. 

T h r e e of the S u n d a y Wor­
ship leaders, R e v . Priestnal , 
upper left; R e v . V i c k e r s , 
upper right; and B i s h o p 
Pendleton , lower left. P i c ­
tures were taken during A s ­
sembly sessions preceding 
this service. 

Unless y o u were present y o u m i g h t suppose t h a t 
t h i s w o u l d have been a d i s j o i n t e d service, i f n o t 
three services i n one w o r s h i p exper ience . Y e t t h e 
oppos i te was t r u e . T h e w o r s h i p p e r f e l t l ed o n 
f r o m one stage o f w o r s h i p t o a n o t h e r , w i t h no 
sense o f b reak a n d w i t h o u t b e i n g p a r t i c u l a r l y 
t o o aware o f t h e change i n t h e s p i r i t u a l leadership . 

T h e general t h e m e w h i c h k n i t t h e w h o l e service 
t oge ther was Repentance and Regenerat i on . So 
w e l l was each sect ion o r step p u t t o g e t h e r , so 
n i ce ly a n d so n a t u r a l l y d i d they d o v e t a i l w i t h one 

a n o t h e r , t h a t there was created one c o n t i n u o u s 
w o r s h i p exper ience . One f e l t d r a w n i n t o an ever 
deepening awareness o f one's need o f repentance , 
a n d o f t h e vistas o f r egenerat i on l y i n g be fore h i m . 
A h i g h sense o f hol iness pervaded t h e service f r o m 
b e g i n n i n g t o e n d , a n d one was very conscious t h a t 
he was i n t h e presence o f his L o r d a n d close t o his 
f e l l o w worsh ippers . T h i s was a t h r i l l i n g exper ience , 
a ve ry h o l y h o u r . I t was t r u l y a f i t t i n g c l i m a x t o 
t h e W o r l d A s s e m b l y , t h i s ga ther ing toge ther o f 
N e w C h u r c h people f r o m a l l over t h e w o r l d t o p r o ­
c l a i m anew t h e i r f a i t h i n t h e N e w Evangel t h a t t h e 
L o r d Jesus Chr is t reigns. 

Richard H. Tafel 
— 

O P E N I N G WORSHIP 

T h e N e w C h u r c h W o r l d A s s e m b l y , 1 9 7 0 , was f o r ­
m a l l y opened o n T h u r s d a y m o r n i n g , J u l y 2 , w i t h 
Rev. O .S .D . M o o k i o f S o u t h A f r i c a c o n d u c t i n g t h e 
o p e n i n g w o r s h i p . 

A s t r i k i n g f igure i n his w h i t e r o b e , M r . M o o k i read 
f r o m M a t t h e w 2 4 o f t h e Son o f m a n c o m i n g i n t h e 
c louds o f g l o r y a n d sending his angels t o gather t o ­
gether his elect f r o m the f o u r w i n d s ; a n d f r o m t h e 
challenge i n Isaiah 6, " W h o m shall I send a n d w h o 
w i l l go f o r u s ? " a n d t h e d e d i c a t i o n o f I sa iah , " H e r e 
a m I ; send m e . " 

He p r a y e d t h a t there m a y be no d iv is ions n o r fac­
t i o n s a m o n g us b u t t h a t we m a y love each o t h e r as 
i n t h e early days a n d m a y u n d e r s t a n d one a n o t h e r 
i n a w a y never d o n e be fo re ; t h a t t h e L o r d m a y 
w o r k t h r o u g h o u r u n d e r s t a n d i n g a n d give us love 
and w i s d o m , each accord ing t o his r e c e p t i o n o f 
d o c t r i n e ; a n d t h a t we m a y depart m o r e steadfast 
i n f a i t h a n d d e t e r m i n e d i n t h e c o n v i c t i o n t h a t t h e 
L o r d re igns, a n d His k i n g d o m is forever ! 

His f i n a l blessing rang l o u d a n d clear i n H e b r e w . 
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After World Assembly 

Y O U N G P E O P L E ' S T O U R O F E U R O P E 

I j o i n e d t h e y o u n g people 's t r i p at t h e L o n d o n 
r a i l r o a d s t a t i o n . I sat there o n m y suitcase, t h i n k ­
i n g I was i n t h e w r o n g place and t h e y m u s t have 
l e f t w i t h o u t me . H o r a n d G u t f e l d t came over t o 
m e , i n a r u s h as he a lways was. He was g lad t o f i n d 
me t h e r e . He also s p o t t e d B e t t y Jean J o h n s o n 
over a f ew t racks f r o m me. He l e f t a n d soon h u r ­
r i e d back w i t h t h e rest o f o u r g r o u p : his w i f e , 
C i n d y , his three boys , T e d , M i c k e y , and R i c h i e ; 
and three girls f r o m F r y e b u r g , M a i n e , J i l l , D o n n e t , 
a n d R o b e r t a . 

We a l l f l ew t o t h e is land o f Jersey i n t h e Eng l i sh 
Channe l . A f t e r a l i t t l e delay we managed t o 
squeeze a l l o f us, p lus t w o newcomers , J o h n a n d 
Janet H e t t i s h i m e r , and t h e Rev. Claude B r u l e y o n 
t w o airplanes . We f l ew t o France and b y car ar­
r i v e d a t Tregu ier . 

We spent several days i n a large house i n Treguier 
w i t h M r . B r u l e y ( o u r m i n i s t e r i n Paris) , his f a m i l y , 
and some o t h e r guests. We had a w o n d e r f u l t i m e 
there i n t h e F r e n c h c o u n t r y s i d e o f B r i t t a n y . We 
t o o k a t r i p t o t h e ocean, v i s i t ed a very o l d t o w n o n 
m a r k e t day a n d ate m a n y very g o o d h o m e - c o o k e d 
F r e n c h meals. 

F r o m Treguier w e w e n t t o Paris w h e r e w e spent 
several n ights i n an i n t e r n a t i o n a l y o u t h hos te l . We 
v is i ted a l l over Paris, go ing t o t h e L o u v r e , L ' a r c 
de T r i u m p h , Champs Elysees, t h e Palace a n d Gar­
dens o f Versai l les , and m u c h m o r e . I especially 
en j oyed seeing t h e E i f f e l T o w e r a n d the f o u n t a i n s 
a l l l i g h t e d u p late at n i g h t . 

Leav ing Paris w e w e n t o n a b e a u t i f u l t r a i n r ide 
t h r o u g h wes tern France and i n t o S w i t z e r l a n d . We 
stayed i n a y o u t h hos te l i n I n t e r l a k e n , S w i t z e r l a n d 
f o r three days. T h e hoste l was o n t h e shore o f one 
o f the t w o lakes w h i c h j o i n i n I n t e r l a k e n . T o w e r ­
i n g snow-covered peaks s u r r o u n d e d t h e lakes. We 
spent an h o u r one day w a l k i n g t h r o u g h a b e a u t i f u l 
cave i n t h e side o f one o f these m o u n t a i n s . We also 
t o o k a t r a i n r ide w a y u p a m o u n t a i n t o see a glacier 
and were caught i n a s n o w s t o r m . I spent m u c h o f 
m y t i m e i n S w i t z e r l a n d gazing a t t h e m a g n i f i c e n t 
scenery. 

O u r g r o u p b r o k e u p i n I n t e r l a k e n , some o f us go­
i n g t o Z u r i c h , some t o L u c e r n e , some t o Berne 
and I t o Kanders teg . I had a rea l ly great t i m e , the 
t r i p rea l ly f u l f i l l e d and was w a y b e y o n d a l l m y ex­
pec ta t i ons . I w a n t very m u c h t o t h a n k H o r a n d 
and C i n d y G u t f e l d t f o r a l l t h e i r w o r k a n d w o r r y 
t h a t w e n t i n t o m a k i n g such a b e a u t i f u l t r i p f o r me 
a n d t h e o thers . T h a n k y o u , H o r a n d a n d C i n d y , 
ve ry m u c h . 

Ruth Martin 

Post Assembly T r i p 

M E M O R I E S O F E U R O P E A N T O U R 

T i r e d and t rave l w e a r y , " T o u r C " a r r ived at i t s f i r s t 
d e s t i n a t i o n , t h e canal c i t y o f A m s t e r d a m . T h e y 
soon f o r g o t t h e i r weariness o f c o n v e n t i o n sessions 
a n d air t rave l delays i n t h e r e l a x a t i o n o f b o a t i n g 
under m o o n l i t skies o n t h e w i n d i n g canals. 

T h e y speculated as t o w h e t h e r t h e 1 7 t h c e n t u r y 
p r i n t i n g house o n t h e b a n k c o u l d have seen t h e ac­
t u a l p u b l i c a t i o n o f True Christian Religion, b u t 
c o u l d f i n d no one w h o c o u l d settle t h i s i m p o r t a n t 
q u e s t i o n f o r t h e m . 

T h e y a d m i r e d t h e neat l i t t l e o n e - r o o m houses o f 

V o l e n d a m and M a r k e n nearby , w i t h t h e i r spark l ing 
w i n d o w s a n d lace cur ta ins , e v i d e n t l y capable o f ac-
c o m m o d a t r i n g a Swiss f a m i l y o f t e n c h i l d r e n i n 
c o m f o r t . 

M e m o r a b l e impressions a long t h e r o u t e o f t h e i r 
travels w e r e : 

T h e cathedra l c i t y o f Cologne 
Sai l ing u p the R h i n e River w i t h i ts castles, safely 
a v o i d i n g t h e L o r e l e i r o c k 
S t o r i e d Heide lberg w i t h i t s s t u d e n t songs 
L i t t l e t o w n s a long t h e w a y ce lebrat ing t h e i r 
m i l l e n i a l feast days 
T h e 1 4 t h c e n t u r y f a i r y - t a l e l a n d o f R o t h e n b u r g 
and i t s g lockenspie l 
M u n i c h a n d i ts mus i c , i ts gemutlische beer gar­
dens a n d fantast i c palaces 
Here f o r the f i r s t t i m e i n i ts l o n g h i s t o r y , per­
haps, a Swedenborg ian service was h e l d i n t h e 
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Exce ls ior H o t e l o n Sunday m o r n i n g , J u l y 12 
W h i l e en r o u t e t o Sa lzburg , t h e f i r s t v i ew o f t h e 
A l p s 
M o z a r t - h a u n t e d Salzburg 
I n n s b r u c k a n d i t s f o l k - l o r e 
T h e w a r m h o s p i t a l i t y o f hostesses i n O b e r a m -
mergau and t h e b e a u t i f u l p e r f e c t i o n o f the Pas­
s ion Play even under r a i n y skies 
T h e Paradise o f S w i t z e r l a n d w i t h i ts s t i l l snow-
covered m o u n t a i n s a n d i t s emera ld lakes 

A n d so t h e y t u r n e d t h e i r backs o n t h i s d r e a m - l i k e 

voyage, r e t a i n i n g v i v i d , i n d e l i b l e images o f t h e i r 
s o j o u r n . 

T h e y h a d g r o w n t o l o o k u p o n t h e i r m o t o r bus as 
an enchanted coach w h i c h f l e w t h e m ef fort less ly 
t h r o u g h t h e green landscapes. 

T h e y had come together f r o m m a n y sections o f t h e 
U . S. a n d f r o m var ious churches , l i n k e d b y a c o m ­
m o n b o n d o f ideals, a n d t h i s b o n d grew stronger 
b y shared experiences. Never again can t h e y be a l ­
t oge ther strangers. Leonore Spiers 

V i s i t i n g Swedenborg 's H o m e l a n d 

P O S T - A S S E M B L Y S C A N D I N A V I A N 
T O U R 

T w e n t y - n i n e members o f " T o u r B " f l e w t o Copen­
hagen t o beg in t h e i r Scandinavian adventure . T h i s 
anc ient " m e r c h a n t s ' h a r b o r " d a t i n g f r o m 1 1 6 7 , 
w i t h i ts canals, i ts c o l o r f u l bu i ld ings o f medieva l 
b r i c k t o p p e d b y green copper r o o f s , and i ts m o d e r n 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n and s h o p p i n g fac i l i t i e s , has m u c h t o 
o f f e r t o t h e traveler . 

T h e m o r n i n g sightseeing i n c l u d e d the c u s t o m a r y 
v is i t t o the h a r b o r , t h e statue o f t h e L i t t l e M e r ­
m a i d , t h e G i f i o n F o u n t a i n ( t h e largest i n Scandi ­
navia) a n d t o t h e Chr i s t iansborg and A m a l i e n b o r g 
palaces as w e l l as t o t h e i n t e r e s t i n g G r u n d t v i g ' s 
C h u r c h b u i l t o f y e l l o w b r i c k w i t h a facade resemb­
l i n g a p ipe o rgan . T h i s d i s t i n c t i v e c h u r c h was b u i l t 
i n h o n o r o f the m a n w h o s tar ted the B e a l Schule 
m o v e m e n t f o r e d u c a t i o n o f t h e c o m m o n people o f 
E u r o p e . 

T h o u g h no g r o u p act iv i t ies had been p l a n n e d f o r 
t h e evenings, m o s t people w e n t t o the f a m o u s T i -
v o l i Gardens t o en joy the p a n t o m i m e theater , t h e 
concerts , or t h e p o p u l a r theater o r t o d ine at one 
o f the m a n y f ine restaurants . Some w e n t t o t h e 
p e r f o r m a n c e at t h e w o r l d - f a m o u s circus o f Copen­
hagen where A l l e n Hodges o f San Diego u n w i t t i n g ­
l y became a par t o f the act w h e n his travelers 
checks were " l i f t e d " b y the " K i n g o f P i c k - p o c k e t s . " 

A day 's excurs i on t o o k the g r o u p n o r t h w a r d o n a 
t o u r o f t h e D a n i s h coastl ine a n d c o u n t r y s i d e where 
visits were made t o F r e d e r i k s b o r g and Fredensborg 
palaces a n d t o K r o n b e r g castle ( t h e E ls inore o f 
Shakespeare's Hamlet.) A w o n d e r f u l smorgasbord 
l u n c h e o n was served at H o t e l T r o u v i l l e . 

Arrival in Sweden 

B u t i t was Sweden t h a t he ld special interest f o r 
t h i s t o u r g r o u p . U p o n arr iva l i n S t o c k h o l m , the 
members were received at t h e Swedish B o y a l A c a ­
d e m y o f Science b y t h e head l i b r a r i a n , D r . W i l l i a m 
Ode lberg , and his assistant. T h e y were seated f i r s t 
i n t h e c o u n c i l r o o m o f t h e academy where t h e 
wal ls were l i n e d w i t h p o r t r a i t s o f t h e members . 
Swedenborg 's p o r t r a i t h u n g near t h a t o f L i n n a e u s , 
t h e f a m o u s b o t a n i s t , f o r t h e y were c o n t e m p o r a r ­
ies a n d were a m o n g the earliest members o f the 
soc ie ty , w h i c h was f o u n d e d i n 1 7 3 9 . T h e soc iety 
has one o f t h e best science l ibrar ies i n E u r o p e and 
is responsible f o r a w a r d i n g the N o b e l Prizes i n 
science. 

Swedenborg Manuscripts 

A f t e r a b r i e f t a l k a b o u t t h e h i s t o r y o f t h e B o y a l 
A c a d e m y , D r . Ode lberg t o o k t h e g r o u p i n t o a 
r o o m where his assistant had la id o u t f o r inspec­
t i o n ( u p o n an oval table t w e n t y feet o r m o r e i n 
l e n g t h ) t h e Soc iety ' s c o l l e c t i o n o f Swedenborg iana . 
I t was amaz ing t o see t h e e x t e n t a n d var i e ty o f 
th i s c o l l e c t i o n . I t i n c l u d e d his early sc ient i f i c t rea ­
tises w r i t t e n w h e n he was Assessor o f M i n e s , a 
short speech he had made as a m e m b e r o f t h e 
Swedish D i e t , his o w n B i b l e w i t h m a r g i n a l notes 
a b o u t t h e B o o k o f Genesis, a n d m a n u s c r i p t copies 
o f some o f his theo log i ca l w o r k s . 

I n t h e m a n u s c r i p t o f t h e Apocalypse Revealed i t 
was p o i n t e d o u t t h a t his h a n d w r i t i n g w h e n he was 
i n a state o f be ing insp i red was d i f f e r e n t f r o m t h a t 
w h e n he was i n a n a t u r a l state. There was also a 
copy o f Apocalypse Explained and an i n d e x o r 
glossary o f w o r d s as t h e y were used i n Sweden­
borg 's w o r k s . Some o f t h e f i r s t dra f t s had been 



w r i t t e n i n slender l e a t h e r - b o u n d vo lumes a b o u t f o u r 
inches w i d e a n d f i f t e e n o r so inches l o n g . T o u r 
members were amazed t h a t t h e y were a l l o w e d t o 
handle these rare b o o k s a n d t o t u r n t h e pages at 
w i l l . 

The Famous Summer House 

T h e t r i p t o Skansa , the pleasure park o f S t o c k h o l m , 
i n c l u d e d a v is i t t o Swedenborg 's s u m m e r house 
under the guidance o f t h e y o u n g lady w h o had been 
elected Miss Skansa, the b e a u t y queen o f 1 9 7 0 . 
I t is p laced i n a l ove ly garden c o n t a i n i n g 156 varie­
ties o f roses i n a sect ion o f the park w h e r e s i gn i f i ­
cant or t y p i c a l b u i l d i n g s f r o m a l l over Sweden have 
been assembled. I t had once s tood i n t h e garden 
b e h i n d Swedenborg 's h o m e at 4 3 Hornsgaten i n 
t h e c i t y . T h e t y p i c a l D a n i s h house w i t h w i d e f r o n t 
a n d steeply s l op ing h i p p e d r o o f , l o n g since was 
given t o a m o d e r n business establ ishment o n a busy 
c o m m e r c i a l street . F o l l o w i n g a t y p i c a l smorgas­
b o r d l u n c h e o n at Skansa, the g r o u p v is i ted the Vasa 
M u s e u m t o see t h e 1 7 t h c e n t u r y bat t l e sh ip w h i c h 
had been raised f r o m the b o t t o m o f t h e sea i n 1 9 6 1 . 

O t h e r p o i n t s o f interest i n S t o c k h o l m were t h e 
ca thedra l w h i c h dates f r o m 1270 and T o w n H a l l 
w i t h i t s G o l d e n H a l l decorated w i t h 8 m i l l i o n pieces 
o f g o l d mosaic , i ts Tapestry R o o m , and the B l u e 
H a l l w h e r e t h e dance is h e l d i n December t o h o n o r 
t h e rec ip ients o f the N o b e l Prizes f o r science a n d 
l i t e r a t u r e . O f special in teres t , t o o , was a b r i e f v i s i t 
t o the c h u r c h b u i l d i n g under c o n s t r u c t i o n f o r t h e 
S t o c k h o l m Soc ie ty o f the General C h u r c h . 

Swedenborg's University 

One day was a l l o t t e d t o a t r i p t o the ca thedra l a n d 
u n i v e r s i t y o f Uppsala where Swedenborg had spent 
his s t u d e n t days. T h e r o u t e led t h r o u g h the beaut i ­
f u l c o u n t r y s i d e t o t h e n o r t h o f S t o c k h o l m a long a 
r o a d where one f r e q u e n t l y saw one o f the 2 0 0 0 
anc ient r u n i c stones w h i c h date f r o m V i k i n g t imes . 
A b r i e f s top was made at t h e t o w n o f S igtuna w h i c h 
had been the cap i ta l o f Sweden before S t o c k h o l m 
was f o u n d e d . Here was the t i n y f rame Radhuset o r 
t o w n h a l l , t h e o ldest such b u i l d i n g s t i l l s tanding i n 
Sweden. Here , t o o , were t h e r u i n s o f t w o churches 
d a t i n g f r o m 8 0 0 A . D . a n d t w o o u t s t a n d i n g r u n i c 
m o n u m e n t s . 

I n o l d e n t i m e s Uppsala was a r o y a l as w e l l as an 

ecclesiastical c i t y , f o r G l a m a Upsala ( o r O l d U p p ­
sala) had been the f i r s t archepiscopal seat o f Swe­
den i n 1 1 6 4 . I n the 1 3 t h c e n t u r y a ca thedra l was 
begun o n t h e present site o n a h i l l above t h e w a t e r ­
f a l l o n the River F y r i s . W h e n t h e f i r s t Swedish 
u n i v e r s i t y was f o u n d e d i n 1 4 7 7 , i t was housed w i t h ­
i n t h e cathedra l prec inc ts . 

W h e n K i n g Gustav Vasa ( 1 5 2 3 - 1 5 6 0 ) b r o k e t h e 
p o w e r o f the c h u r c h , he b u i l t o n the crest o f the 
h i l l t o t h e s o u t h o f t h e r iver the huge red castle 
w h i c h over l ooks the c i t y and i ts surround ings . 
T h e r e , f r o m t h e m o u n d o f t h e G u n i l l a b e l l outs ide 
t h e castle, the g r o u p had i ts f i r s t g l impse o f the 
s tate ly spires o f the present ca thedra l . 

Swedenborg's Tomb 

I t was m o s t impressive, d u r i n g t h e v is i t t o t h e 
c a t h e d r a l , t o have t h e doors o f t h e chapel w h i c h 
conta ins Swedenborg 's t o m b opened especially f o r 
t h i s g r o u p . There i n a sarcophagus o f h i g h l y po l i shed 
red m a r b l e reposed the b o d y o f one o f t h e w o r l d ' s 
greatest scientists a n d theo log ians . T h e t o m b was 
m a r k e d w i t h a bronze m e d a l l i o n a n d laure l w r e a t h . 

I n a nearby cemetery i n t h e c i t y is ano ther i m p o r ­
t a n t grave—that o f D a g H a m m a r s k j o l d . 

T h e u n i v e r s i t y l i b r a r y , k n o w n as Caro l ina Red iv iva , 
has o n d isp lay an i m p o r t a n t re l ic o f ear ly C h r i s t i a n ­
i t y i n Sweden . T h i s is the Codex Argenteus o r 
Silver B i b l e , a G o t h i c t r a n s l a t i o n o f the Gospels 
w r i t t e n i n silver le t ters o n p u r p l e p a r c h m e n t . 

A b o u t t e n mi les n o r t h o f present -day Uppsala lies 
G l a m a Upsala, w h i c h was the r o y a l cap i ta l o f t h e 
Svea K i n g d o m 1 5 0 0 years ago. T h e three huge 
b u r i a l m o u n d s are the greatest m e m o r i a l s o f a n t i ­
q u i t y i n Sweden . Close b y is the 1 2 t h c e n t u r y 
c h u r c h , t h e f i r s t ca thedra l c h u r c h i n Sweden and 
f i r s t b u r i a l place o f the m a r t y r St . E r i k . 

R e t u r n i n g t o S t o c k h o l m , the t o u r m e m b e r s were 
the guests o f M r . Gosta B a e c k s t r o m , w h o had ar­
ranged the W o r l d A s s e m b l y T o u r s , at the h o m e o f 
his m o t h e r . I t was a c h a r m i n g h o m e , f u l l o f ant iques 
and personal mementoes o f the B a e c k s t r o m f a m i l y . 
Gosta B a e c k s t r o m , his w i f e , his b r o t h e r , and his 
m o t h e r - o n - l a w made the g r o u p feel at h o m e i n the 
absence o f t h e senior M r s . B a e c k s t r o m . 



Milles' Statue of Swedenborg 

O n S u n d a y , t h e last day spent i n S t o c k h o l m , m a n y 
o f t h e g r o u p v i s i t ed t h e Mi l l es Gardens t o see t h e 
h o m e and m u s e u m c o n t a i n i n g t h e w o r k s o f the 
f a m o u s Swedish s c u l p t o r , K a r l M i l l e s . I n the States, 
m a n y h a d become f a m i l i a r w i t h his l i ve ly bronze 
f igures o n d isp lay i n Fal ls C h u r c h , V a . , St . L o u i s , 
and D e t r o i t . M i l l e s h a d made Swedenborg t h e sub­
j e c t o f three w o r k s o n d isp lay i n the garden a n d 
m u s e u m . S w e d e n b o r g at Prayer was a w o r k o f 
q u i e t s i m p l i c i t y a n d d i g n i t y . M o r e d r a m a t i c was 
t h e k n e e l i n g f igure w i t h head upraised a n d huge 
h a n d o u t s t r e t c h e d w h i c h was p laced i n t h e garden 
i n f r o n t o f a w a l l covered w i t h roses. Mi l l e s had 
made t h e h a n d large t o s y m b o l i z e Swedenborg 's 
reach ing o u t t o G o d , b u t the S w e d e n b o r g Soc ie ty , 
w h i c h h a d commiss i oned t h e w o r k , d i d n o t l i k e the 
c o n c e p t i o n a n d d i d n o t c o m p l e t e t h e purchase. 

Visit to Rev. Hjerne 

O n S u n d a y evening a g r o u p o f t e n w e n t t o t h e 
h o m e o f t h e Rev. O l l e H j e r n e , pastor o f t h e S t o c k ­
h o l m N o v a H i e r o s o l y m a , t o see t h e b o o k s a n d d o c u ­
m e n t s i n t h e soc iety 's l i b r a r y w h i c h relate t o Swe­
d e n b o r g a n d the ear ly days o f t h e N e w C h u r c h . 
S w e d e n b o r g is described as the s p i r i t u a l f a t h e r o f 
the R e p u b l i c o f L i b e r i a , f o r his w o r k s e v i d e n t l y i n ­
spired t h e leader o f the anti -s lavery m o v e m e n t , Car l 
B e r n h a r d W a d s t r o m , a d m i n i s t r a t o r o f t h e College 
o f Mines at N o r r k o p i n g i n 1 7 7 9 w h o i n s t i t u t e d a 
soc iety f o r t h e " T e a c h i n g s " i n a new c o m m u n i t y i n 
Sierra Leone f o r peaceful c o o p e r a t i o n w i t h Negroes. 
His p l a n h a d the s u p p o r t o f K i n g Gustav I I I . 

M r . H je rne d i sp layed a N e w C h u r c h magazine f o r 
A p r i l - J u n e , 1 9 7 0 , w h i c h conta ined a l e c ture given 
b y t h e L i b e r i a n ambassador t o t h e S w e d e n b o r g 
Soc ie ty o f L o n d o n i n 1 8 9 2 w h i c h s tated , " D i s c i ­
ples o f Swedenborg were pioneers w h o rose u p f o r 
t h e a b o l i s h m e n t o f t h e slave t r a d e . " 

M r . H je rne spoke o f t h e d i f f i c u l t i e s o f p u b l i s h i n g 
N e w C h u r c h b o o k s i n Swedenborg 's day because 
t h e y were n o t i n c o n f o r m i t y w i t h t h e bel iefs o f t h e 
established c h u r c h . He exp la ined t h a t ear ly b o o k s 
h a d been passed f r o m one soc iety t o ano ther d o w n 
t h r o u g h t h e years. H e k n o w s o f t w o fami l i e s whose 
members are descendants o f ear ly members o f the 
Swedenborg ian g r o u p , and he stated t h a t i t was evi ­
d e n t t h a t S w e d e n b o r g h a d m e t at t imes w i t h those 
w h o were t h e early readers o f his w r i t i n g s . Swe­
d e n b o r g e v i d e n t l y d i d some th ings t o he lp spread 

his w o r k s , f o r he sent copies t o some bishops w h o 
w a n t e d t h e m , b u t he d i d n o t w a n t t o force t h e m 
o n a n y o n e . H e e v i d e n t l y h a d t h e s u p p o r t o f t h e 
k i n g even a t a t i m e w h e n i t was i l legal t o p u b l i s h 
his b o o k s i n Sweden . 

A m e m b e r o f t h e East I n d i a C o m p a n y i n L o n d o n , 
Fere l ius b y n a m e , smuggled Swedenborg ' s b o o k s 
f r o m E n g l a n d t o people i n Sweden w h o w a n t e d 
t h e m . 

M r . H je rne also stated t h a t i n f l u e n t i a l people i n 
Sweden h a d s h o w n interes t i n t h e w o r k s t h r o u g h 
t h e years. C. J . L . A l m q u i s t , a great Swedish w r i t e r 
o f i m p o r t a n c e equal t o t h a t o f A u g u s t S t r i n d b e r g , 
was at one t i m e t h e leader o f a Swedenborg ian so­
c i e ty , a n d the present b i shop o f Uppsala , R u b e n 
Josefson, seems t o have t h e o l o g y i n h a r m o n y w i t h 
t h a t o f Swedenborg . 

On to Norway 

O n J u l y 1 3 t h t h e g r o u p l e f t S t o c k h o l m i n t h e p r i ­
vate coach, d r i v i n g f o r t w o days t h r o u g h t h e l ove ly 
r u r a l scenery, s tate ly forests a n d s p a r k l i n g lakes and 
streams o f Sweden . Crossing t h e b o r d e r i n t o N o r ­
w a y , t h e y spent a couple o f days sight-seeing i n t h e 
c a p i t a l , Oslo . A s c o m p a r e d w i t h t h e o ther capitals , 
Oslo has a ra ther i n t i m a t e a ir , and o f f e r e d m a n y 
p o i n t s o f in teres t . A v is i t t o t h e K o n T i k i r a f t was 
made m o r e s ign i f i cant b y t h e a n n o u n c e m e n t t h a t 
i ts i n t r e p i d b u i l d e r , T h o r H e y e r d a h l , h a d t h a t day 
arr ived safely i n S o u t h A m e r i c a a f ter crossing t h e 
A t l a n t i c Ocean i n t h e p a p y r u s b o a t . 

Some o f t h e m o s t b e a u t i f u l scenery o f t h e t o u r was 
saved f o r t h e last, crossing the h i g h m o u n t a i n s o f 
N o r w a y o n an exce l lent t r a i n , a n d crossing t h r o u g h 
the b e a u t i f u l f j o rds b y steamer. 

U l v i k at t h e head o f b e a u t i f u l Hardanger F j o r d was 
t h e last n i g h t stop o n the j o u r n e y . A r a i n had been 
f a l l i n g , b u t j u s t a f ter t h e g r o u p reached the H o t e l 
Brakenes t h e sun came o u t , a n d a b e a u t i f u l d o u b l e 
r a i n b o w , i n a c o m p l e t e a r c h , appeared i n t h e s k y , 
w i t h snow-capped m o u n t a i n s f u r n i s h i n g a back ­
g r o u n d f o r a t h r i l l i n g d i sp lay o f b e a u t y . 

A s the g r o u p was leaving U l v i k t h e n e x t day , some­
one had w o r d a b o u t t h e passing t o t h e higher l i f e 
o f t h e Rev . O t h m a r T o b i s c h whose d r e a m o f a 
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W o r l d A s s e m b l y o f N e w C h u r c h people had been 
t h e reason f o r o u r be ing there t oge ther o n a t o u r . 
Whi l e there was a fee l ing o f g r a t i t u d e t h a t O t h m a r 
had been t a k e n at a m o m e n t o f h i g h a c c o m p l i s h ­
m e n t , there was deep e m o t i o n s t i r red b y a sense o f 
the loss t o his be loved w i f e a n d t o t h e c h u r c h . 
D u r i n g t h e a f t e r n o o n a b r i e f service was h e l d , as 
M r . A l l e n Hodges o f San Diego p a i d a m o v i n g t r i ­
b u t e t o his f r i e n d and General Pastor, a n d a l l ob ­
served a p e r i o d o f s i lent prayer . 

b i t o f d r a m a was p l a y e d i n the Copenhagen A i r p o r t 
w h e n a r omance t h a t h a d f l o w e r e d d u r i n g the W o r l d 
A s s e m b l y i n L o n d o n c u l m i n a t e d i n an engagement! 

Sure ly the ties b e t w e e n the members o f the several 
branches o f t h e c h u r c h have been s t rengthened b y 
t h e experiences shared d u r i n g t h e W o r l d A s s e m b l y 
and the ex tended t o u r s . W h o can say w h a t the f u ­
t u r e results w i l l be? 

Elizabeth M. Munger 

A n d So H o m e 

B u t o n M o n d a y , J u l y 2 0 , i t was back t o Copen­
hagen b y air t o begin the l o n g f l i g h t h o m e . A f i n a l 

Mrs. Munger is President of the Swedenborgian Church 

in La Porte, Ind. 

C O R R E C T I O N S 

T o date t w o errors i n last m o n t h ' s " W o r l d Assem­
b l y I s s u e " have been p o i n t e d o u t , b o t h o c c u r r i n g 
o n page 1 3 7 . I n t h e p i c t u r e at the upper l e f t o f t h e 
page, the Bev . T h e o d o r e P i t c a i r n o f t h e L o r d ' s 
N e w C h u r c h W h i c h is Nova H i e r o s o l y m a was mis ­
t a k e n l y given t h e t i t l e o f B i s h o p . T h e B i shop o f 
t h a t b o d y is t h e B i g h t Bev . P h i l i p N . O d h n e r . I n 
t h e center p i c t u r e o n the r i g h t h a n d side o f the 
page, the m i n i s t e r t a l k i n g w i t h M r s . M c C u r d y is t h e 
Bev. C h r i s t o p h e r V . A . Hasler o f D e r b y , whose 
m e m o r i a l address f o r O t h m a r T o b i s c h appears o n 
page 1 2 7 . T h e B e v . F r a n k Rose d i d n o t appear i n 
t h e last issue, b u t his p i c t u r e m a y be f o u n d o n page 
159 o f t h e c u r r e n t Messenger. 

C O M P L E T E AND O F F I C I A L 
R E C O R D O F A S S E M B L Y 

B y J u n e 1 9 t h , N e w C h u r c h D a y , 1 9 7 1 , an a t t rac ­
t ive v o l u m e c o m m e m o r a t i n g the 1 9 7 0 N e w C h u r c h 
A s s e m b l y w i l l be avai lable . I t w i l l i n c l u d e t r a n ­
scr ipts o f the c omple te t e x t s o f the m a j o r t a l k s a n d 
papers, and plans cal l f o r t h e possible i n c l u s i o n o f 
a representat ive select ion o f p h o t o g r a p h s . E x a c t 
t i t l e , and t h e cost, are s t i l l t o be d e t e r m i n e d , b u t 
a l l w h o are o n t h e regular Messenger m a i l i n g l is t 
w i l l receive a n n o u n c e m e n t o f f u r t h e r detai ls w h e n 
t h e y are avai lable—either i n t h e pages o f The Mes­
senger or i n a separate m a i l i n g . Those w h o do n o t 
receive 77ie Messenger r egu lar ly and desire f u r t h e r 
i n f o r m a t i o n , s h o u l d w r i t e t o W o r l d A s s e m b l y , c/o 
The Messenger, B o x E , N e w t o n , Mass. 0 2 1 5 8 

A l o n g w i t h General Conference 's New Church Her­
ald, a n d t h e General Church ' s New Church Life, 
The Messenger is p u b l i s h i n g o n l y repor ts a n d i m ­
pressions o f the A s s e m b l y , leaving t h e t r a n s c r i p t i o n 
and c o p y - e d i t i n g o f o f f i c i a l t e x t s t o t h i s c o m i n g 
v o l u m e o f proceedings . A l l w h o a t t e n d e d t h e As ­
sembly w i l l c e r t a i n l y w a n t t h i s r e c o r d o f the i n t e l ­
l e c tua l c o n t e n t o f t h e event , a n d those w h o stayed 
h o m e w i l l have an o p p o r t u n i t y t o read a n d s t u d y 
w h a t was said o n t h i s i m p o r t a n t occasion. 

T h e J u n e 1 9 t h p u b l i c a t i o n date was suggested f r o m 
E n g l a n d i n view o f t h e t i m e r e q u i r e d f o r a smal l 
b o d y o f w o r k e r s t o make w r i t t e n t ranscr ip ts f r o m 
tape recordings o f a l l t h e hours o f meet ings , as w e l l 
as t i m e f o r e d i t i n g and p u b l i s h i n g , and—most o f 
a l l — d i s t r i b u t i o n t o t h e m a n y parts o f t h e w o r l d t o 
w h i c h copies m u s t be sent. 

M o r e specif ic plans f o r the p u b l i c a t i o n had n o t 
been c o m p l e t e d at The Messenger press t i m e , b u t 
there is every reason t o expect t h a t t h e v o l u m e w i l l 
be care fu l l y a n d a t t r a c t i v e l y prepared . Those i n ­
terested i n t h e 1 9 7 0 W o r l d Assembly w i l l w a n t t o 
p l a n o n b u y i n g a c opy . 

NEW A D D R E S S F O R " U N I T E D S E A R C H ' 
Correspondence concern ing the United Search for 
the New Christianity series o f lesson notes shou ld 
be addressed t o : 

Rev. C h r i s t o p h e r V . A . Hasler 
4 0 9 A B u r t o n R o a d 
D e r b y , D E 3 6 A N 
E N G L A N D 
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T h e R e v s . E r n e s t 0 . Mart in of G e n e r ­
al C o n v e n t i o n , Winford G . Whittaker 
of G e n e r a l C o n f e r e n c e , Wil lard D . 
Pendleton of G e n e r a l C h u r c h , and 
P a u l V . V i c k e r s of G e n e r a l Confer ­
ence. M r . Whittaker served as C h a i r ­
man in a program in w h i c h the three 
heads of the maior branches of the 
Swedenborgian C h u r c h spoke on 
" O u r hopes , our problems and our 
p o l i c i e s . " 

T h e R e v s . E l m o C . A c t o n of the G e n ­
eral C h u r c h , Mart in P r y k e of the G e n ­
eral C h u r c h , A n d r e Diaconof f of C o n ­
vention, and J o h n E . E l l i o t t of G e n e r ­
al Conference . Mr . P r y k e chaired this 
program in w h i c h the three speakers 
dealt in different w a y s w i t h the theme, 
" T h e L o r d G o d J e s u s C h r i s t R e i g n s . " 

T h e D u l c e a n Singers, m i x e d group w h i c h provided part of 
the musical entertainment at the social on Wednesday 
night of the A s s e m b l y . 

T h e R e v s . C h a m b e r s , J a r m i n and H o r n , outside C a m b e r ­
w e l l C h u r c h after the Sacramental Service (see. p. 141 . ) 

C r o w d gathered beside the two buses for tour of S w e d e n ­
borg's L o n d o n (see September issue, page 142.) 



F R O M T H E L O N D O N P R E S S 

T H E T I M E S F R I D A Y J U L Y 3 1970 

Adelphi The*.. . A in aid of *&m of Pity. 

New Jerusalem disciples meet 
By PHILIP HOWARD 

From 16 different corners of 
the world members of the " New 
C h u r c h " , which they confide 
will one day replace and crown 
all previous churches, arrived in 
London yesterday for the first 
world assembly 

Swedenborgians, " The New 
Church signified by the New 
Jerusalem in the Revelation", 
much prefer to be called New 
Church people. They are dis­
ciples of Emanuel Swedenborg, 
the eminent Swedish scientist and 
philosopfaer, who suddenly in 
his fifty-fifth year turned to 
theology, and began to dream 
strange dreams, see visions of 
spirits and dead celebrities, and 
proclaim die Last Judgment and 
the Second Coming, Which 
happened in 1757. 

In 1770 Swedenborg comple­
ted1 his True Christian Religion, 
a systematic collation of his 
theological teaching. So this year 
NeW Church people, somewhat 
paradoxically, are celebrating 
the bicentenary of the book 
heralding the arrival of the New 
Jerusalem. T o outsiders yester­
day suggested that the world had 
been an unconscionable long 
time in recognizing the New 
Jerusalem, delegates were armed 
with answers and1 the air of men 
who have been asked that ques­
tion before 

" O u r church is based on 
reason rather than emotion. It 
attracts the scientifically 
inclined, the rational, intellec­
tuals. Perhaps that is one reason 
why it has been slow in spread­
ing." 

The various distinct and 

different organizations that 
have sprung up based on 
Swedenborg's immensely 
matter-of-fact spiritualist and 
mystical teaching have never met 
centrally before. One result of 
their first world assembly may 
be some central organization. 
They estimate that there are 
about 20,000 "receivers of the 
doctrines" in the world; more 
than 4,000 in Britain. Their 
church is particularly strong in 
the United States, Britain, and 
South Africa and West Africa. 

About 500 delegates have 
arrived for four days' of 
conference, discussion, and 
worship. Over all broods the 
mild, heavy, earnest face in a 
wig of the man who believed 
that he was divinely commis­
sioned as the mouthpiece of God 
to publish the doctrines of the 
New Jerusalem. 

St 

T h e above article w h i c h appeared in The Times o f L o n d o n during the New C h u r c h World A s s e m b l y , elicited an interesting 
variety of reactions f r o m A m e r i c a n visitors at the A s s e m b l y . S o m e were annoyed at its " p a t r o n i z i n g " tone whi le others 
were seriously angry at certain misrepresentations and misleading implicat ions . Others were pleased to read about them­
selves in one o f the most famous newspapers i n the w o r l d , and some repeated the old-style publ ic relations d i c t u m , " A n y 
publ ic i ty is good p u b l i c i t y . " Whatever reactions it provokes , it does provide a curious and interesting peek into one facet 
of the " g l a s s " through w h i c h the w o r l d sees our c h u r c h . F o r some, w e are an interesting, or even impressive p h e n o m e n o n i n 
the history of religion of the churches ; for some, we are too smal l a dot in their view of the w o r l d to be not iced at a l l ; for 
some, including Phi l ip H o w a r d and several religion reporters I have met , our organization is somewhat interesting, slightly 
puzzl ing and probably w o r t h l l ' A c o l u m n inches o n an inside page of The Times. F r u s t r a t i o n , sorrow, even anger, are 
natural reactions to this s i tuation. A n o t h e r react ion , w h i c h might have long-run benefits, is to consider—in the harsh and 
unflattering view of this mirror—how important it is whether this situation is to be changed or not , and w h a t might effec­
tively change i t . 
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P R E S I D E N T ' S C O R N E R 

F a l l meetings a n d c h u r c h vis i ts : 

Sept . 8 - 9 E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e o f t h e B o a r d o f 
Managers o f the Swedenborg Schoo l o f 
Re l i g i on , A n n i s q u a m , Mass. 

Sept . 1 3 - 1 4 M e e t i n g o f t h e B o a r d o f P u b l i c a t i o n 
i n N a r b e r t h , Pa. 

Sept . 2 6 - 27 A n n u a l m e e t i n g o f t h e O h i o Asso­
c i a t i o n i n P i t t s b u r g h , Pa. 

Sept . 2 9 - O c t . 1 Conference w i t h d e n o m i n a t i o n a l 
leaders a t r e t rea t center i n W a l t h a m , 
Mass. 

O c t . 2 - 3 B o a r d o f Trustees o f U r b a n a College 

O c t . 9 - 1 0 B o a r d o f Managers o f the S w e d e n b o r g 
Schoo l o f R e l i g i o n i n N e w t o n , Mass. 

N o v . 6 - 7 B o a r d o f Managers o f the Wayfarer ' s 
Chapel 

N o v . 9 - 1 2 E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e o f t h e C o u n c i l 
o f Min i s te r s i n N e w t o n , Mass. 

J a n . 22 - 2 4 General C o u n c i l i n Ph i lade lph ia 

1971 C O N V E N T I O N 

U R B A N A C O L L E G E 

U R B A N A , O H I O 

J u n e 2 4 - 2 7 

C o u n c i l o f Min is ters 
J u n e 2 1 - 2 3 

R O B E R T Y O U N G H O S P I T A L I Z E D 

T h e Rev. R o b e r t L o r i n g Y o u n g , m i n i s t e r at t h e 
W a y f a r e r s ' Chape l i n Portuguese B e n d , C a l i f o r n i a , 
is a p a t i e n t a t t h e R iv i e ra C o m m u n i t y H o s p i t a l , 
4 0 2 5 West 2 2 6 t h Street , T o r r a n c e , C a l i f o r n i a 
9 0 5 0 5 . Rev. Y o u n g is su f f e r ing f r o m an i n f e c t e d 
heart valve. Cards or le t ters w o u l d be apprec ia ted . 
His h o m e address is: 3715 V i a P a l o m i n o , Palos 
Verdes Estates, C a l i f o r n i a 9 0 2 7 4 . 

E V E R E T T K . B R A Y 
May 18 , 1 8 8 1 - S e p t . 2 , 1 9 7 0 

T h e Rev . E v e r e t t K i n g B r a y , General Pastor o f the 
Massachusetts A s s o c i a t i o n , Pastor E m e r i t u s o f t h e 
Cambr idge N e w C h u r c h , Past President o f General 
C o n v e n t i o n a n d o f t h e N e w C h u r c h Theo l og i ca l 
Schoo l ( n o w Swedenborg S c h o o l o f R e l i g i o n ) , 
passed i n t o t h e s p i r i t u a l w o r l d a f ter a l o n g illness. 
R e s u r r e c t i o n services were h e l d i n Cambr idge o n 
September 4, c o n d u c t e d b y t h e Rev. George F . 
D o l e . A f u l l e r m e m o r i a l t o M r . B r a y w i l l appear 
later i n The Messenger. 

D E P T . O F P U B L I C A T I O N M E E T S 

T h e D e p a r t m e n t o f P u b l i c a t i o n m e t at t h e h o m e 
o f i ts C h a i r m a n , the Rev. R i c h a r d H . T a f e l o f P h i l ­
ade lph ia , o n September 13 -14 . A l l members were 
present , i n c l u d i n g those elected b y C o n v e n t i o n , ex-
officio members represent ing each o f t h e p u b l i s h ­
i n g bodies re lated t o C o n v e n t i o n , the E d i t o r o f 
The Messenger, a n d t h e President o f C o n v e n t i o n . 
A f u l l agenda covered p u b l i s h i n g po l i c ies , consider­
a t i o n o f m a n u s c r i p t s , f u r t h e r plans f o r p u b l i c a t i o n s 
n o w i n process, and p r i o r i t i e s f o r f u t u r e p u b l i c a ­
t i o n s . 

L A Y T A S K F O R C E M E E T S A T SSR 

J o i n t l y sponsored b y t h e E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e o f 
t h e C o u n c i l o f Min i s te r s and t h e Swedenborg 
Schoo l o f R e l i g i o n , a task force o f f ive l a y m e n 
w i t h t w o min i s te rs as resource-persons, m e t f o r 
f ive days d u r i n g t h e last week o f A u g u s t . T h e i r 
purpose was t o consider plans f o r t h e d e v e l o p m e n t 
o f t h e Swedenborg ian C h u r c h i n t h e l i g h t o f pres­
ent t r e n d s a n d s i tuat i ons , as p a r t o f a larger s t u d y 
o f these areas b y the E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e o f t h e 
C o u n c i l o f M i n i s t e r s — f o r f u r t h e r s t u d y b y t h e f u l l 
C o u n c i l and f i n a l l y b y societies, associations, and 
C o n v e n t i o n . 

The l a y m e n p a r t i c i p a t i n g were Gustav E b e l , Wash­
i n g t o n , D . C ; D o r o t h e a H a r v e y , U r b a n a , O h i o ; 
J o h n H i t c h c o c k , E l C e r r i t o , C a l ; Da le L a n g e , M i n ­
neapol is , M i n n ; and G a r r y W h i t e , San D i e g o , Cal . 
T h e geographical spread was m a t c h e d b y occupa­
t i o n a l backgrounds : a l t h o u g h three were college 
professors, t h e i r f ie lds are a s t r o n o m y , m o d e r n l a n ­
guages a n d r e l i g i o n ; i n a d d i t i o n , there was a p s y c h i ­
a t r i s t a n d a nuclear phys i c i s t . Ernest M a r t i n a n d 
R o b e r t K i r v e n were the m i n i s t e r i a l resources. 
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S T A T I S T I C S 

B I R T H S 
J o h n and L i n d a Reed announce the b i r t h o f t w i n s 
Miche le Denise a n d Rene Denise o n M a y 2 4 t h . 
T h e Reeds be l ong t o t h e F r y e b u r g , Maine c h u r c h . 

There were a n u m b e r o f babies b o r n i n t h e F r y e ­
b u r g area t h i s s u m m e r . A m o n g t h e m were t h e 
f o l l o w i n g : b o r n J u n e 1 , t o Sven and Esther (Sawyer ) 
v o n Magnus , t w i n s : N o e l A l e x a n d e r and N e a l A n ­
d r e w ; J u n e 7, S h a w n A l a n was b o r n t o Dale and 
N a n c y H e a t h ; J u l y 2 , Je f f r ey S c o t t was b o r n t o 
George a n d P a t t y ( B r o w n ) A n d r e w s ; J u l y 8, K e i t h 
Preston t o Wayne a n d Sharon ( H e a t h ) G a u d e t t e i n 
R . I . ; J u l y 10 , D u a n e M i c h a e l t o C a r l t o n and Geor ­
gia Magee; J u l y 2 1 , Jen i f e r J . t o Paul a n d Frances 
( B u s w e l l ) Pandora ; J u l y 2 9 , Melissa t o G o r d o n a n d 
Brenda L e a c h ; A u g . 1 9 , James K e n n e t h t o B o b a n d 
D o n n a ( K e i s m a n ) W o o d w a r d ; and A u g . 14 , G r a n t 
B r a i n e r d t o G r a f t o n , J r . and S h e r y l ( T h o m p s o n ) 
Carr ier . 

B A P T I S M S 
O n M a r c h 2 9 t h F r e d W a l t e r , son o f K a r e n and F r e d 
K o c h o f T u j u n g a , Ca l . was b a p t i z e d b y the Rev. 
J o h n Spiers o f L o s Angeles . 

M i c h e l l e B e r y l , daughter o f G e r r y a n d C a r o l A n ­
drews o f t h e F r y e b u r g c h u r c h was b a p t i z e d o n 
M a y 2 4 t h . 

V e r n a C lark was b a p t i z e d also o n M a y 2 4 t h i n the 
F r y e b u r g c h u r c h , a n d received i n t o m e m b e r s h i p . 

K r i s t a Lee , i n f a n t daughter o f D a n n y a n d J u d y 
Ogle o f F l o r i s s a n t , M o . was b a p t i z e d i n the Pawnee 
R o c k C h u r c h o n J u n e 1st. 

T h e Rev. Horace W. Briggs b a p t i z e d M i c h a e l Wesley, 
son o f C a r r o l l a n d D o n n a L e w i s , and M a r c A u s t i n , 
son o f B u d d y and J o d i n e W ebster o n J u n e 7 t h . 

I n K i t c h e n e r , O n t a r i o , S h a n n o n Lesl ie Wayne Storer , 
the a d o p t e d son o f Wayne a n d Jeannet te S torer , 
was b a p t i z e d b y t h e Rev. Paul B . Zacharias o n 
J u n e 1 4 t h . 

T h e b a p t i s m o f P h y l l i s L y n n , daughter o f R i c h a r d 
and Bever ly Zacharias , t o o k place o n J u l y 1 9 t h . 

O n A u g u s t 1 6 t h the Rev. J o h n D . Grebner b a p t i z e d 
James G a r a r d , son o f Gera ld A . a n d C a r m e n K a l t o f 
San Franc i s co . 

C O N F I R M A T I O N S 

D u r i n g services at the Pawnee R o c k C h u r c h o n 
A p r i l 5 t h , T o n i B r i g h t , L a u r a Jean D i r k s , K e v i n 
U n r u h , D a r r e l l and D u a n e Beougher , were con ­
f i r m e d i n t o the f a i t h a n d l i f e o f t h e N e w C h u r c h . 

O n M a y 2 4 t h , M r s . Jessie Schaffer was c o n f i r m e d 
b y the Rev. J o h n Spiers o f L o s Angeles . 

M A R R I A G E S 
T w o marriages t o o k place i n F r y e b u r g r e c e n t l y ; 
t h a t o f R o d n e y H e r b e r t G a r l a n d , Sr. a n d F e m e 
L u c i l l e Estes o n M a y 1 5 t h , a n d R i c h a r d A l l a n 
Baker and Janet E i leen B u r n e l l o n M a y 2 3 r d . 

O n J u n e 1 4 t h i n t h e W a y f a r e r s ' Chapel a t P o r t u ­
guese B e n d , Susan M i l l e r a n d A l e x a n d e r Samsonov 
were u n i t e d i n marriage b y t h e Rev. R o b e r t L . 
Y o u n g . 

O n J u n e 2 0 t h i n D e t r o i t , M a r j o r y H i l l became the 
br ide o f Charles A . She l ly , J r . T h e Rev. E r v i n D . 
R e d d e k o p p j o i n e d t h e m i n marr iage . 

T h e f o l l o w i n g marriages t o o k place i n F r y e b u r g , 
Maine th i s summer : June 7 t h , Gera ld E . Davis , J r . 
and B o n n i e B . B a k e r ; J u n e 1 2 t h , T h o m a s E . P i n -
gree a n d G l o r i a E . R i c h a r d s o n ; J u n e 1 3 t h , Charles 
F . D a y a n d Brenda M . T h o m p s o n ; J u n e 2 7 t h , 
P h i l i p C. E m e r y and L o r n a M . L a r g e y ; J u l y 1 8 t h , 
R i c h a r d H . Bern ier and Susan M . H o d g d o n ; J u l y 
1 9 t h , R o b e r t E . W h i t a k e r and L a u r i e E . K r a f t ; 
J u l y 31s t , G a r d i n e r E . B a r t l e t t a n d Pamela G . 
R i d l o n . T h e Rev. Horace W. Briggs o f f i c i a t e d at 
a l l o f these wedd ings . 

L e w a n d a U n r u h a n d W i l l i s H e n d r i c k s were m s r r i e d 
i n an i n f o r m a l c e r em ony at the parsonage i n Paw­
nee R o c k o n J u l y 1 8 t h . 



Sor jo Puppe and J a n Louise V a n DeWater were 
m a r r i e d i n t h e C h u r c h o f t h e G o o d Shepherd i n 
K i t c h e n e r , O n t a r i o , o n A u g u s t 8 t h . T h e Rev. Paul 
B . Zacharias o f f i c i a t e d . 

O n S u n d a y , A u g u s t 9 t h , Miss J a n H o u s e r m a n and 
R a y Siebert , son o f M r . and M r s . Ceci l Siebert o f 
P r e t t y Pra i r ie , were u n i t e d i n marr iage . 

D E A T H S 

Miss Sue U n r u h o f Kansas C i t y passed i n t o t h e 
higher w o r l d o n M a r c h 2 4 t h . Services t o o k place 
at t h e Pawnee R o c k C h u r c h o n M a r c h 2 8 t h . 

A m o s S c h m i d t o f Great B e n d , Kansas, passed t o 
t h e h igher l i f e o n A u g u s t 3 r d . Services were h e l d 
at t h e Pawnee R o c k C h u r c h o n A u g u s t 6 t h . 

B lake E a s t i n , a m e m b e r o f t h e San Franc isco 
C h u r c h , passed away o n A u g u s t 2 6 t h . F u n e r a l 
service was h e l d o n A u g u s t 2 9 t h . 

A f a m i l y Service was h e l d f o r D o r o t h y P. I n g r a -
h a m o f t h e F r y e b u r g c h u r c h o n M a y 8 t h . 

A r t h u r B o t t i n g o f the F r y e b u r g c h u r c h d i e d as a 
resul t o f an a u t o m o b i l e acc ident o n M a y 2 4 t h . 

M r s . M a r i o n A . S m i t h , l o n g a m e m b e r o f t h e N e w 
C h u r c h i n the D e t r o i t area, passed i n t o the higher 
l i f e o n M a y 2 2 n d . T h e R e s u r r e c t i o n Service was 
c o n d u c t e d by the Rev. E r w i n R e d d e k o p p o n M a y 
2 5 t h , and i n t e r m e n t was i n the Ferguson Cemetery 
at A l m o n t , M i c h i g a n . 

Services were h e l d i n F r y e b u r g th i s s u m m e r f o r t h e 
f o l l o w i n g : J u n e 3 r d f o r Ol ive Walker o f L o n g I s l a n d ; 
J u n e 1 3 t h f o r L i n d o n a n d R h o n d a B a r t l e t t ' s b a b y 
son; A u g . 9 t h f o r Pamela Lou ise B r y a n ; A u g . 1 2 t h 
f o r R a y m o n d S. W a l k e r ; A u g . 1 8 t h f o r baby G r a f ­
t o n D . Carr ier . 

M r . J . L a t h r o p M a c k o f W a r m Springs , M o n t a n a 
passed i n t o the s p i r i t u a l w o r l d o n J u n e 1 1 t h . Sur­
v ivors are his daughter , R o b e r t a L a t h r o p M a c k a n d 
three sisters. 

Stanley Shupe o f the C h u r c h o f the G o o d Shepherd 
i n K i t c h e n e r , O n t a r i o d i ed o n J u l y 1 8 t h . Resurrec­
t i o n Service was h e l d o n J u l y 21s t , t h e Rev. Paul 
Zacharias o f f i c i a t i n g . 

Pr ivate services were h e l d f o r R a l p h Ross, m e m b e r 
o f t h e San Franc isco c h u r c h o n M a y 2 5 t h . He is 
survived b y his w i f e a n d a daughter , M r s . N o r m a 
Jean W a l t e r . 

H A R M O N Y AND G R O W I N G T H I N G S 
in memory of Helen Owen Lee 

She k n e w a place where th ings were bet ter— 
A place o f l ove , a place o f peace 
A place o f h a r m o n y and g r o w i n g th ings . 

A l l were w e l c o m e i n t h a t place, 
A l l w h o wished t o go; 

A n d a l l w h o w e n t f e l t b e t t e r 
F o r hav ing been w i t h He len Lee . 

Her place t h a t be t te r p l a c e -
Was laughter , w a r m t h and l i g h t , 

A n d n o w , t h o u g h she is gone, 
t h e l i g h t , 

the w a r m t h , 
t h e laughter s t i l l r e m a i n : 

A n d w e , a l l o f us s t i l l here , 
Have one smal l t h i n g we o w e t o He len Lee— 

We m u s t keep her place al ive . 

We m u s t r e m e m b e r where she t o o k us, 
R e m e m b e r w h a t she t a u g h t us, remember— 

Her place o f love , her place o f peace 
Her place o f h a r m o n y and g r o w i n g t h i n g s . 

L e t us p r a y , n o t f o r He len Lee , 
F o r hers is a soul t h a t needs no prayers , 

Hers is a soul at peace; 

B u t let us pray a prayer o f t h a n k s : 

T h a n k s f o r her laughter 
T h a t let us k n o w th ings were b e t t e r t h a n we 
t h o u g h t ; 

T h a n k s f o r her w a r m t h 
T h a t made us fee l , a lways , a p a r t o f her ; 

T h a n k s f o r her l i g h t 
T h a t showed us so o f t e n t h e w a y t o a b e t t e r 
place. 

T h a n k y o u , He len Lee , f o r hav ing been here. 

T h a n k s f o r love , 
A n d t h a n k s f o r peace, 

T h a n k s f o r h a r m o n y a n d g r o w i n g t h i n g s . 

F o r t h a t is w h a t y o u are, t h a t y o u shal l r e m a i n -
L o v e , 

a n d Peace; 
H a r m o n y and G r o w i n g T h i n g s . 

John Saul 
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