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" B O S T O N V I E W " 

(the Philadelphia plan) 

I n late 1 9 5 8 , a proposa l was d i r e c t e d t o t h e trustees 
o f t h e B o s t o n Soc ie ty o f t h e N e w Jerusalem 
t h r o u g h the of f ices o f t h e Rev . R i c h a r d T a f e l , pas­
t o r o f t h e Ph i lade lph ia Soc ie ty , t o his f r i e n d a n d 
f e l l o w - m i n i s t e r , t h e Rev . A n t o n y Regamey. Said 
p l a n was f i r s t p roposed t o t h e Ph i lade lph ia Soc ie ty 
b y M r . J o h n L is ter , a t t o r n e y and act ive m e m b e r o f 
the Phi lade lph ia Soc i e ty . 

T h e p l a n was w e l l conceived a n d based o n an exist ­
i n g r e g u l a t i o n o f t h e Federa l H o u s i n g A d m i n i s t r a ­
t i o n w h i c h a l lows a sponsor w h o proves f e a s i b i l i t y 
t h a t stands u p under pro fess ional s c r u t i n y , t o de­
ve lop an u r b a n site ( n o t under l o ca l r e d e v e l o p m e n t 
a u t h o r i t y ) w i t h a m i n i m u m o f e q u i t y . T h i s w o u l d 
be a s t a t u t o r y 1 0 % p lus f i n a n c i a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 
usual ly e x t e n d i n g t o 2 0 % o f the t o t a l c onceptua l 
cost o f t h e p r o j e c t . 

T h e proposa l as perused i n Ph i lade lph ia was n o t 
deemed feasible b y t h e F . H . A . due t o very heavy 
d e v e l o p m e n t and F . H . A . c o m m i t m e n t s i n the 
i m m e d i a t e environs o f t h e Ph i lade lph ia c h u r c h . 
The t e a m w h i c h h a d been c o o r d i n a t i n g w i t h J o h n 
L i s te r was i n v i t e d b y t h e trustees o f t h e B o s t o n 
Soc ie ty t o make a p r e s e n t a t i o n t o the m e e t i n g i n 
J a n u a r y 1 9 5 9 o f members . A f t e r d e l i b e r a t i o n a n d 
a m a j o r i t y v o t e , t h e members o f t h e B o s t o n So­
c i e ty a u t h o r i z e d the Ph i lade lph ia t e a m t o m a k e a 
f e a s i b i l i t y s t u d y based o n t h e site o f t h e B o s t o n 
c h u r c h a n d t o r e p o r t t h e f ind ings t o a c h u r c h 
b u i l d i n g c o m m i t t e e . T h e b u i l d i n g c o m m i t t e e ap­
p o i n t e d b y t h e t h e n trustees consisted o f represen­
tat ives o f every c h u r c h sponsored g r o u p , i . e. t r u s ­
tees, c o u n c i l , ladies ' a i d , y o u n g peoples ' associa­
t i o n , and members-at - large . M r . S t e w a r t S. Perry 
was c h a i r m a n . 

The large c o m m i t t e e s tud ied t h e Ph i lade lph ia p r o ­
posal and had discourse w i t h t h a t team's a r c h i t e c t , 
M r . George I d e l l , t o develop a sat is factory sanc­
t u a r y p l a n . T h e f i r s t year o f r e b u i l d i n g - p l a n n i n g , 
w i t h 12 t o 14 o f the c h u r c h f a m i l y w o r k i n g w i t h 
the Ph i lade lph ia t e a m , was h e a r t - w a r m i n g a n d p r o ­
d u c t i v e . I n J a n u a r y 1 9 6 0 t h e c o m m i t t e e r e p o r t e d 
t o t h e c h u r c h membership-at - large t h a t a b u i l d i n g 
p r o j e c t w i t h a c h u r c h o n the street f l o o r level , 
par ish r o o m s o n t h e second, p a r k i n g garage i n t h e 
basement a n d 146 a p a r t m e n t s t o w e r i n g above, had 
been approved as feasible b y t h e F . A . H . 

T h e B o s t o n Soc ie ty t h e n v o t e d t o e m p o w e r t h e 
trustees t o take whatever steps were necessary t o 
d e m o l i s h t h e e x i s t i n g c h u r c h s t r u c t u r e and t o over­
see t h e b u i l d i n g o f a c h u r c h - a p a r t m e n t c o m p l e x . 
T h a t vo te was t h e b e g i n n i n g and n o t even the m o s t 
pessimistic m e m b e r c o u l d have v isual ized t h e t r a ­
va i l we w o u l d encounter i n t h e n e x t six o r seven 
years. L a t e r i n J a n u a r y 1 9 6 0 , t h e trustees selected 
Messrs. S t e w a r t S. Per ry , W i l f r e d C. Peck and L a w ­
rence C. Y o u n g , Sr. t o be t h e b u i l d i n g c o m m i t t e e 
w h i c h w o u l d w o r k o u t t h e b u i l d i n g p r o g r a m . T h e 
de ta i l analysis a n d de l iberat ions o f t h i s c o m m i t t e e 
c a n n o t be r e t o l d here . F i n a l l y i n t h e s u m m e r o f 
1 9 6 4 , a f ter f i r s t o b t a i n i n g f r o m the H o n . J o h n 
Co l l ins , f o r m e r m a y o r o f B o s t o n , a t a x agreement 
based o n leg is lat ion g r a n t i n g cer ta in t a x conces­
sions t o the P r u d e n t i a l Insurance C o m p a n y w i t h 
t h e c i t y , t h e r o a d was clear t o move o u t o f o u r o l d 
and dear ly l oved G o t h i c c h u r c h h o m e o n Beacon 
H i l l . 

T h e reader m u s t unders tand t h a t t h e ensuing f o u r 
year p e r i o d , J a n u a r y 1 9 6 0 t o M a y 1 9 6 4 , were ar­
duous years, a n d at t imes t r a u m a t i c ones t o t h e 
m e n w h o h a d t o l ive w i t h t h o u g h t s o f success o r 
f a i l u r e o f t h i s nove l arrangement . U n t i l a l l t h e per­
t i n e n t data h a d been t h o r o u g h l y weighed a n d 
s t u d i e d , n o t one o f t h e m e n i n v o l v e d o n the b u i l d ­
i n g c o m m i t t e e was abso lu te ly sure t h a t t h i s par­
t i c u l a r t y p e o f p r o j e c t was rea l l y p roper f o r a 
c h u r c h t o become i n v o l v e d i n . There was a lways 
the specter o f cer ta in f a i l u r e o f t h e c h u r c h i n Bos­
t o n were we t o c o n t i n u e o u r par ish o p e r a t i o n w i t h ­
o u t d r a m a t i c change i n years ahead. Never c o u l d 
we see a p o i n t i n t i m e w h e r e i n any d r a m a t i c change 
or p r o g r a m expans ion c o u l d ever be f i n a n c i a l l y 
possible w i t h o u t t h e he lp f r o m t h e c o n t e m p l a t e d 
p r o j e c t . 

W i t h t h i s and m o r e h i s t o r y o f " B o s t o n v i e w " be­
h i n d us, t h e members o f t h e B o s t o n Soc ie ty go f o r ­
w a r d w i t h boundless hope a n d conf idence i n D i ­
vine Providence . N o longer do we see o u r f i n a n ­
cial l i f e b l o o d b e i n g d iss ipated . 

A s t o the u l t i m a t e success or f a i l u r e o f " B o s t o n -
v i e w , " o n l y f u t u r e generat ions o f act ive persons 
c o n d u c t i n g an act ive p r o g r a m can w r i t e t h a t s t o r y . 
W i t h p r o p e r s tewardsh ip , w e believe i n a l o n g p r o ­
duc t ive l i f e i n service f o r t h e B o s t o n c h u r c h . 

Lawrence C. Young, Sr. 



T h e 18 floors of " B o s t o n v i e w " seen f r o m the street 

P U T T I N G G O D B A C K 

I n t h e shor t t i m e I have been acqua in ted w i t h the 
N e w C h u r c h , i t seems t o m e t h a t members a n d 
clergy are concerned a b o u t the smal l r e p r e s e n t a t i o n 
p r o p o r t i o n a t e t o o t h e r C h r i s t i a n re l ig ions , at least 
i n d i r e c t l y . T o m e , however , i t is a mirac le t h a t t h e 
N e w C h u r c h exists at a l l . 

T h e r e l i g i o n o f m o s t people o n th i s c o n t i n e n t a n d 
i n E u r o p e t o d a y is n o t C h r i s t i a n i t y ; n o r is i t J u d a ­
i s m . I t is an u n n a m e d r e l i g i o n s tar ted b y t h e lead­
ers o f the E n l i g h t e n m e n t a n d n o u r i s h e d b y t h e 
Greek a n d R o m a n classical l i t e r a t u r e — a n t i - C h r i s t i a n 
i n a t t i t u d e s and aims. I t gives t o l e r a t i o n t o w o r s h i p 
i n any w a y one wishes, p r o v i d i n g one does n o t v i o ­
late the basic premises—fai th i n m a n h i m s e l f , a n d 
t h e s u b s t i t u t i o n o f Science and Progress f or salva­
t i o n . 

I n r e v o l t against t h e i r her i tage , t h e y d i scred i ted t h e 
B i b l e a n d d e b u n k e d t h e teach ing o f a l l Chr is t ians 
( a n d Jews also) as m y t h a n d supers t i t i on—the p r o ­

vince o f t h e i g n o r a n t a n d i l l i t e r a t e . I n t h e i r hands , 
" m e t a p h y s i c s " became a d i r t y w o r d . Swedenborg , 
t h o u g h nour i shed and insp i red b y the same c l i m a t e , 
i n q u i r e d i n j u s t those provinces t h a t t h e y den ied , 
threatened t h e i r c osmology , and enraged t h e m . He 
saw the dangers at the beg inn ing o f t h i s k i n d o f 
t h i n k i n g , t h a t are o n l y t o o apparent t o us t w o h u n ­
dred years o r so la ter . Over and over he p o i n t s o u t 
i n his books h o w t h e p lacement o f m a n over t h e 
L o r d damages his sou l . 

I n o u r day , w e have seen h o w m a n can f a l l shor t 
n o t o n l y o f the co venant laws o f t h e O l d T e s t a m e n t 
a n d t h e teachings o f C h r i s t i a n i t y , b u t o f t h e very 
ideals set b y m a n h imse l f . T h o m a s Jef ferson 's 
masterpiece , t h e very b r e a t h o f t h e E n l i g h t e n m e n t 
s p i r i t , has fa i l ed t o b r i n g a b o u t t h e " c i v i l i z e d " c o u n ­
t r y we o u g h t t o be. I n business, m e d i c a l pract i ce 
a n d g o v e r n m e n t , t o m e n t i o n o n l y a f e w , th ings are 
c o n s t a n t l y be ing done t h a t o u g h t n o t t o be. T h e 
s imple concept o f b r o t h e r h o o d a n d e q u a l i t y under 
the law has become a m o c k e r y . Science has n o t de­
l ivered us f r o m ev i l . T h e insect free paradise be­
queathed us b y devo ted scientists is p o i s o n i n g w i l d 
l i f e a n d is l i k e l y t o a f f ec t us sooner o r la ter . T h e 
car, t h e mirac l e accompl isher , is t u r n i n g t h e air we 
breathe i n t o smog. College age boys and girls are 
o p e n l y r e b e l l i n g at t h i s state o f a f fa irs , k n o w i n g i t 
is a l l w r o n g , a n d re fus ing t o die i n I n d o - C h i n a f o r 
t h i s k i n d o f w o r l d . Some are t a k i n g drugs t o escape 
i t . 

I f i t is so t h a t m a n c a n n o t carry o u t m o r a l laws, 
w h e t h e r b y G o d or m a n , t h e n he is a beast. I be­
l ieve t h a t m a n needs t o p u t G o d back—at the head 
o f the 1st C o m m a n d m e n t . I believe t h a t o n l y the 
N e w C h u r c h is e q u i p p e d t o do i t . 

Swedenborg ian C h r i s t i a n i t y preserves the d i r e c t re ­
l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n G o d a n d m a n t h a t o t h e r re ­
l ig ions have l e t slip a w a y . T h e L o r d reigns supreme; 
t o H i m and o n l y t o H i m do we s u b m i t o u r c o n d u c t . 
Y e t t h e N e w C h u r c h does n o t go t h e w a y o f the 
f u n d a m e n t a l i s t f a i t h s t h a t close t h e i r eyes t o new 
f i n d i n g s a n d facts , cal l t h e m decept ions o f the d e v i l , 
a n d insist o n d o g m a t i c i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s o f S c r i p t u r e . 
I t is t o m y m i n d u n i q u e . Hos t i l e t o t h e general 
t e m p e r o f o u r t i m e , i t w i l l n o t make any gains i n 
t h i s genera t i on , n o r t h e n e x t . B u t i t is capable o f 
be ing a l l th ings t o m a n w h e n the c l imate becomes 
m o r e favorab le . We m u s t keep i t a l ive . 

June Fine 



T H E F I R S T S U N D A Y E V E N I N G 
IN E A C H MONTH 

A Y E A R O F T H E B O S T O N L A D I E S ' A I D 

M a r r i e d couples a n d t h e i r c h i l d r e n , W o r s h i p , C o n ­
servat ion , Cap i ta l P u n i s h m e n t : these were a f ew o f 
t h e subjects p i c k e d apart b y a g r o u p f r o m the 
B o s t o n C h u r c h . T h e last one , w e l l , y o u m i g h t come 
t o the discussion w i t h t h e fee l ing t h a t a lmost no 
one believes i n cap i ta l p u n i s h m e n t nowadays . Y o u 
w o u l d have been surprised at the gradat ions o f 
o p i n i o n . I t is n o t f o r us t o j u d g e a person t o t h e 
p o i n t where we take his l i f e . He deserves t o lose 
his l i f e because o f t h e g lar ing c r ime he has c o m m i t ­
t e d . Such a person m u s t be r e m o v e d so t h a t he can 
no longer h a r m others . 

These meet ings , where an average o f a b o u t f i f t e e n 
a t t e n d e d , were h e l d a t t h e homes o f members . Des­
sert a n d coffee o r tea were served f i r s t . I t h i n k t h a t 
there is no d o u b t t h a t , w h e n a g r o u p has eaten t o ­
gether , there is a w a r m t h and f e l l o w s h i p pres­
ent t h a t m a k e the discussions m o r e free a n d u n r e ­
s t r a i n e d . A n d t h e i n f o r m a l surround ings he lped , 
t o o . 

O u r pastor f u r n i s h e d the p re l iminar i e s b y searching 
the W r i t i n g s t o f i n d o u t w h a t Swedenborg has t o 
say o n t h e subject . T h e n we were o f f . 

T h e above -ment i oned top i c s were used the f i r s t 
year. T h i s last year , t h e g r o u p has been cons ider ing 
The New Jerusalem and Its Heavenly Doctrine. 
George m a y read a paragraph or so a n d t h a t is 
somet imes enough t o keep us go ing u n t i l we break 
u p . 

O n one occasion we had an exce l lent p ian i s t w i t h 
us a n d so we c l i m a x e d our m e e t i n g b y s inging. 

Josephine A. Hope 

S a n c t u a r y and chancel of the B o s t o n C h u r c h 

The Senior Cit izens i n o u r v i c i n i t y , d i t t y bags f o r 
m i g r a n t s , a n d a tea f o r some ladies f r o m nearby 
churches are w h a t ' s new w i t h the B o s t o n L a d i e s ' 
A i d . 

We d i d beg in b y hav ing separate meetings f o r t h e 
Senior C i t i zens a n d t h e n dec ided t o conso l idate 
our e f f o r t s b y hav ing t h e m meet w i t h us at o u r 
second m o n t h l y m e e t i n g . We s u p p l e m e n t t h e i r 
sandwich w i t h soup and dessert, and e n t e r t a i n t h e m 
w i t h f i l m s , games and slides. We d o n ' t have a 
large g r o u p , b u t I d o n ' t t h i n k t h e y w o u l d come so 
regu lar ly i f t h e y d i d n ' t en joy i t a l l a n d feel t h a t i t 
gives a l i f t t o t h e i r existence. 

The tea was t o rec iprocate f o r one t o w h i c h we h a d 
been i n v i t e d p rev i ous ly . O u r pastor addressed t h e m ; 
t o l d t h e m some i n t e r e s t i n g and general facts a b o u t 
t h e c h u r c h a n d i t s bel ie fs , and t h e n t o o k t h e m t o 
the e i gh teenth s t o r y t o v iew B o s t o n a n d v i c i n i t y . 

We d i d set the Senior Ci t izens t o w o r k at one meet ­
i n g — f i l l i n g d i t t y bags f o r m i g r a n t w o r k e r s . We d i d 
three d o z e n ; h a l f f o r m e n a n d h a l f f o r w o m e n . 
These bags are m u c h apprec ia ted b y the w o r k e r s , 
we were t o l d w h e n we de l ivered t h e m . 

A d d e d t o t h e above are o u r usual ac t iv i t i es . F o r 
the last t w o years we have been s t u d y i n g True 
Christian Religion under o u r very able c h a p l a i n . A 
session o r t w o were given over t o o u r pastor w h o 
has a h a p p y g i f t o f m a k i n g seemingly c o m p l i c a t e d 
th ings s imple . O u r good seamstresses m a k e ready 
f o r t h e fa i r i n N o v e m b e r . We send representatives 
t o t h e C h u r c h W o m e n U n i t e d a n d t h e M o r g a n M e ­
m o r i a l ; c o n t r i b u t e t o t h e s u p p o r t o f c h u r c h camps, 
etc. , a n d char i t ies . T h i s f a l l the C h u r c h W o m e n 
U n i t e d w i l l h o l d i ts W o r l d C o m m u n i t y D a y at o u r 
c h u r c h . F o r t h e last t w o years we have been f u r ­
n i s h i n g suppers prev ious t o t h e meet ings o f m e m ­
bers. F r o m a l l r epor t s , t h e y are m u c h apprec ia ted . 
T h i s chore has been p e r f o r m e d b y o u r good L u n ­
cheon C o m m i t t e e . T h a n k s t o t h e m , we splurge 
occas ional ly a n d have a l u n c h e o n f o r ourselves. 
T h e House C o m m i t t e e has a t t e n d e d d i l i g e n t l y t o 
k i t c h e n supplies a n d i m p r o v e m e n t o f the c h u r c h 
housekeeping . Cards o f gree t ing a n d s y m p a t h y are 
sent b y the F r i e n d l y C o m m i t t e e . 

Josephine A. Hope 



T h e Boston C h u r c h 

P E O P L E , I D E A S , I D E A L S 

A f t e r t h e service o n 2 0 September , Pastor M c C u r d y 
was ask ing f o r c o n t r i b u t i o n s (pastors have t o do t h i s 
y o u k n o w ) , b u t t h i s t i m e f o r t h e c o n t e n t o f The 
Messenger. He t u r n e d and said t o m e , " H o w a b o u t 
you? M a y b e y o u c o u l d w r i t e a b o u t w h a t t h e 
C h u r c h means t o y o u . We hear th i s f r o m min i s te rs 
q u i t e o f t e n , b u t n o t usual ly f r o m l a y m e n . " W e l l ! 
Can I d o i t ? I ' l l t r y . 

A s I t h i n k o n i t , t h e B o s t o n C h u r c h means people , 
a n d since I was b o r n i n t o i t , m e m o r i e s also. I t 
s tar ted f o r me w i t h t h e R a n d a l l f a m i l y and Benja ­
m i n , m y m a t e r n a l g rand fa ther , w h o was one o f t h e 
t r u l y good m e n I have k n o w n . He was n o t b o r n t o 
t h e N e w C h u r c h b u t elected t o become a Sweden­
b o r g i a n a t a n early t h o u g h t h o u g h t f u l age. T h e rest 
o f us were sort o f i n h e r i t i n g members as a resul t o f 
his ideas (perhpas y o u can t e l l I l i k e h i s t o r y ) . F r o m 
b a p t i s m ' t i l n o w , t h i s i n h e r i t a n c e made i t possible 
f o r me t o meet f ine people l i k e Pastors Reed , 
Worces ter ,Hayes , Regamey , a n d M c C u r d y . I t gave 
m e pleasant t imes as a t o t d u r i n g t h e Chr is tmas 
part ies i n the vestry o f t h e o l d c h u r c h b u i l d i n g 
w h e n Santa Claus came t h r o u g h a side w i n d o w t o 
t h e d e l i g h t o f the sparkle -eyed , t h u n d e r i n g y o u n g . 

I was able t o be i n C h u r c h p lays , sing i n the cho i r 
under Horace B l a c k m e r , a n d t a l k w i t h f o l k s l i k e t h e 
F r a n k l i n B l a c k m e r s , the P h i l i p A l d e n s , t h e L a w ­
rence A t w o o d s , t h e Perrys , t h e Ropes , and t h e 
Shepherds. I became a m e m b e r o f t h e Sons o f t h e 
N e w Jerusalem whose m o t t o w a s " V i n c e n s haeredi -
t a r i o posedebit o m n i a . " Y o u m a y check m y L a t i n 
b u t i t t rans la ted i n t o " H e t h a t o v e r c o m e t h shall i n ­
h e r i t a l l t h i n g s . " U n d e r t h e b e n i g n eyes o f Pastor 
Hayes et al, i t was a sweet p e r i o d . There was q u i e t 
b e a u t y i n t h e atmosphere o f t h e s omewhat awe-
i n s p i r i n g o l d b u i l d i n g , where o n special occasions 
t h e L y n n N e i g h b o r h o o d House f i l l e d t h e balconies . 
Come t o t h i n k o f i t , i t was always a special occa­
s ion even t h o u g h I recal l b e i n g i r k e d b y the s t i f f 
s tockings and long-legged underwear I was r e q u i r e d 
t o wear i n w i n t e r as we rode t h e " E l " Sunday f r o m 
E v e r e t t t o B o s t o n . 

B u t s o m e t h i n g else was h a p p e n i n g , p r o b a b l y unbe ­
k n o w n s t t o m e . I was be ing exposed t o t h o u g h t s 
l i k e " H e a v e n is such t h a t a l l w h o have l ived w e l l , 
o f whatever r e l i g i o n , have a place t h e r e " ( D . P . 3 3 0 
f o r y o u r i n f o r m a t i o n ) . A n y s ta tement more ecu­

men i ca l t h a n that ? A n o t h e r : " T h o u g h t f r o m the 
eye closes t h e u n d e r s t a n d i n g , b u t t h o u g h t f r o m the 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g opens t h e e y e " ( D . L . W . 4 6 ) and a 
b e a u t i f u l " o n e - l i n e r " — " M e r c y is love g r i e v i n g " 
( A . C . 5 5 9 ) . 

So i t seems m y c h u r c h means people , ideas, a n d 
ideals. A l a y m a n would p u t t h e m i n t h a t o rder , 
huh? W h y sure! Y o u have t o live f i r s t , and learn 
w h i l e l i v i n g , so t h e q u a l i t y o f l i f e can be i m p r o v e d . 
T h a t ' s p a r t o f God ' s g i f t o f f r e e d o m . (Oops ! M u s t n ' t 
approach s e r m o n i z i n g . A m i n i s t e r m i g h t be l o o k ­
ing . ) Y e t t r u l y , w i t h a l l t h e a t t e m p t s at d e s c r i p t i o n 
o r n a r r a t i o n o f w h a t c h u r c h means t o a n y b o d y 
there is a lways the s t r o n g impress i on t h a t i t gives 
H O P E . W h e n heav i ly d o g m a t i c creeds are avo ided 
a n d people believe t h a t G o d w i l l n o t be angry i f 
y o u misspel l His N a m e w i t h an e x t r a " 0 " ( G o o d ) , 
I a m sure there w i l l be less t r o u b l e a m o n g His 
c h i l d r e n (excuse me M r . G o d , f o r p r e s u m i n g t o read 
y o u r m i n d ) ; a l t h o u g h t r o u b l e w i l l p r o b a b l y c o n ­
t i n u e so t h a t we can have s o m e t h i n g t o overcome . 
I f a l l were p e r f e c t i o n t h e n monotony w o u l d be 
t h e t r o u b l e . 

So-o-Is t h i s w h a t m y c h u r c h means t o me? A s w e l l 
as I can see i t—Yes ! B u t there is one w o r d missing 
t h u s far i n these notes a n d i t is t h e k e y t o a l l c on ­
cerns. T h e w o r d is L O V E . W h a t I have w r i t t e n is 
based o n L O V E . I t w o u l d be h a r d t o analyze i t , 
b u t w h o needs t o . I t ' s t h e r e . 

P.S. Y ' k n o w a n o t h e r t h i n g ? I t means s o m e t h i n g 
t h a t M c C u r d y asked me t o w r i t e t h i s . H o w about 
that ? 

Randy Weeks 

Mass. Swedenborgians gather at a dinner in the B o s t o n 

C h u r c h Parish H a l l . 



Weekdays in the Parish R o o m s 

P E R R Y D E M O N S T R A T I O N P R E S C H O O L 

I n September 1 9 6 9 , at t h e i n v i t a t i o n o f t h e C h u r c h 
o f t h e N e w Jerusa lem, T h e Perry D e m o n s t r a t i o n 
Pre-School opened i ts doors at t h e C h u r c h o n Bea­
con H i l l . U n d e r the aegis o f Perry N o r m a l Schoo l , 
w h i c h since 1 8 9 8 has t r a i n e d teachers o f y o u n g 
c h i l d r e n , t h e nursery schoo l was t o serve t h e c h i l ­
d r e n o f a l l e conomic levels i n t h e n e i g h b o r h o o d a n d 
p r o v i d e Perry s t u d e n t teachers w i t h an observat i on 
and t r a i n i n g center . 

Space i n t h e b e a u t i f u l new f a c i l i t y is p r o v i d e d b y 
the C h u r c h . Perry i n i t i a l l y p r o v i d e d a n d cont inues 
t o add t o t h e m o d e r n e q u i p m e n t a l ong w i t h a d e d i ­
cated , pro fess ional s ta f f a n d consc ient ious prac t i ce 
teachers. T h i s is an exce l lent sample o f m u t u a l co­
o p e r a t i o n t o meet a c o m m u n i t y need. 

T h e schoo l h a d 6 y o u n g c h i l d r e n at i t s i n c e p t i o n . 
A t t h e present t i m e , one m o n t h i n t o i ts second year 
o f o p e r a t i o n , t h e schoo l has an e n r o l l m e n t o f 
t w e n t y a n d a w a i t i n g l i s t . One -ha l f o f t h e c h i l d r e n 
receive some scholarship assistance t h a t the schoo l 
m a y a t t a i n an e c o n o m i c a l l y heterogeneous schoo l 
p o p u l a t i o n . One -quar ter o f these scholarship c h i l ­
d r e n receive a p o r t i o n o f t h e i r t u i t i o n f r o m Pro ject 
Head S t a r t , a f edera l ly f u n d e d p r o g r a m f o r l o w i n ­
come fami l i es . Perry prov ides the r e m a i n d e r o f t h e 
scholarship f u n d s . 

W i t h a d i r e c t o r , head teacher and 4 s t u d e n t teachers 
i n a t tendance each day , the schoo l is able t o p r o v i d e 
each c h i l d w i t h t h e i n d i v i d u a l a t t e n t i o n consistent 
w i t h f o s t e r i n g o p t i m u m p h y s i c a l , e m o t i o n a l a n d i n ­
t e l l e c t u a l d e v e l o p m e n t . 

I n the m i d s t o f b u s y , b u s t l i n g Beacon H i l l , i t is 
good t o see t h a t o u r y o u n g members o f soc iety are 
n o t neglected. Perry N o r m a l Schoo l is h a p p y a n d 
t h a n k f u l t o be w i t h y o u ! 

Mrs. P. Renton 



A M O T H E R ' S T H O U G H T S ON 
R A I S I N G C H I L D R E N 

Rais ing c h i l d r e n i n th i s chaot i c w o r l d is q u i t e an 
o v e r w h e l m i n g task , b u t t h e teachings o f t h e C h u r c h 
can he lp m a k e i t easier. 

M o r e a n d m o r e people i n t h e w o r l d t o d a y are c o m ­
i n g t o realize t h e i m p o r t a n c e , even t h e i m p e r a t i v e ­
ness o f hav ing a s t rong h o m e f u l l o f m u t u a l love 
a n d t r u s t b e t w e e n f a t h e r and m o t h e r . T h e teach­
ings o f t h e C h u r c h o n marriage d e f i n i t e l y can he lp 
the couple i n t h i s respect , p a r t i c u l a r l y t h e concept 
t h a t marriage is e t e rna l . T h i s is a u n i q u e concept 
i n o u r C h u r c h , a n d t h i s i n i t se l f s h o u l d t e n d t o 
s t rengthen t h e b o n d b e t w e e n husband a n d w i f e . 
B r i n g i n g a c h i l d i n t o a marr iage w h e r e b o t h p a r t ­
ners are aware o f t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f t h e i r u n i o n , 
and w h o desire t o m a k e i t w o r k a n d progress t o 
real love , is a s tar t i n t h e r i g h t d i r e c t i o n . 

I t is u p t o us as parents t o i n t r o d u c e o u r c h i l d r e n 
t o t h e teachings o f the C h u r c h n o t o n l y t h r o u g h 
w o r d s b u t t h r o u g h a l i f e l ed i n accordance w i t h 
our bel ie fs . T h i s is o f course d i f f i c u l t t o d o , since 
as ad u l t s we are assailed w i t h d o u b t s , fears and dis­
couragements , b u t we m u s t never b r i n g these d o u b t s 
d o w n t o t h e y o u n g c h i l d , since i t is m o s t i m p o r t a n t 
f o r h i m t o have a f i r m f o u n d a t i o n o f be l i e f so t h a t 
w h e n he reaches t h e age o f d o u b t i n g he has some­
t h i n g s t r o n g t o f a l l back o n . 

I f i n d t h a t w h e n a c h i l d is very y o u n g i t is possible 
t o t a l k t o h i m a b o u t t h e L o r d . T h i s can be done 
i n m a n y ways ; saying t h e L o r d ' s Prayer n i g h t l y , as 
a r i t u a l , speaking o f a l l t h e th ings t h a t t h e L o r d has 
made w h i l e o n a w a l k o r a dr ive i n t h e car; discus­
sing t h e L o r d ' s love o f us a n d o u r love f o r each 
o t h e r , t e l l i n g b e a u t i f u l stories f r o m t h e W o r d . T h i s 
w i l l lead t o a concept o f a l o v i n g G o d t h a t can he lp 
h i m t h r o u g h later d iscouragements a n d struggles. 

A n o t h e r t e a c h i n g t h a t aids t r e m e n d o u s l y i n th i s 
t u m u l t u o u s w o r l d is t h e one t h a t concerns t h e es­
sent ia l mascul ine and t h e essential f e m i n i n e . I d o n ' t 
recal l w h e t h e r i t ' s p u t i n those exact w o r d s , b u t i t 
is clear t h r o u g h o u t t h e W r i t i n g s t h a t a m a n a n d a 
w o m a n are u n i q u e l y d i f f e r e n t n o t o n l y i n p h y s i c a l 
aspects b u t i n s p i r i t u a l aspects as w e l l . A c t u a l l y , 1 
d o n ' t have t o read t h i s somewhere t o bel ieve i t , I 
can j u s t fee l i t i n m y a p p r o a c h t o th ings as opposed 
t o m y husband 's a p p r o a c h , a n d I a m even n o t i c i n g 
these essential d i f ferences i n o u r very smal l c h i l ­
d r e n . E q u a l i t y does n o t m e a n sameness, b u t t h i s is 
t h e cons tant c ry we hear f r o m t h e w o m e n w h o 
w a n t t o be l i b e r a t e d . T h e y w a n t t o be t r e a t e d t h e 
same as m e n i n a l l respects. I t h i n k i t is i m p o r t a n t 
t o stress t h e mascul ine a n d t h e f e m i n i n e ro le i n the 
h o m e so t h a t t h e c h i l d can have some guidel ines t o 
f o l l o w . I s h o u l d intercede here a n d say t h a t I do 
n o t t a l k o f t h e f e m i n i n e ro le as be ing j u s t a m o t h e r 
o r w i f e , b u t a c o m p l e t e l y f e m i n i n e approach t o a l l 
t h a t she endeavors t o d o . She s h o u l d n o t t r y t o 
i m i t a t e t h e mascul ine approach . 

A n o t h e r t h i n g I feel s t r o n g l y a b o u t is t each ing a 
c h i l d respect f o r o t h e r people a n d t h e i r bel ie fs , a n d 
t h a t we as parents m u s t f i g h t against passing o u r 
o w n pre judices d o w n t o t h e c h i l d . A l o n g w i t h th i s 
respect f o r o t h e r peop le we s h o u l d also teach re­
spect f o r t h e i r p r o p e r t y as w e l l . T h i s t y p e o f re ­
spect is a lmost dead i n the w o r l d t o d a y . 

A s a c h i l d gets o lder and as he becomes aware o f 
d e a t h he s h o u l d be t o l d o f t h e o t h e r w o r l d a n d i t 
s h o u l d be made real f o r h i m . He s h o u l d be t a u g h t 
t h a t t h i s w o r l d is where we make o u r dec is ion as t o 
where w e w a n t t o l ive t o e t e r n i t y . T h e c h i l d s h o u l d 
learn t h a t we are a l l responsible f o r o u r ac t i ons and 
t h a t n o b o d y is saved t h r o u g h f a i t h a lone . We m u s t 
lead a L i f e t h a t is i n f i l l e d b y f a i t h i n t h e L o r d , a n d 
t h a t i t is t h e l i f e t h a t is a c c o r d i n g t o t h i s f a i t h 
t h a t is i m p o r t a n t . 

A n o t h e r t each ing t h a t is u n i q u e l y w i t h o u r C h u r c h We m u s t r e m e m b e r t h a t a l l o f these teachings w i l l 
is t h e concept o f " R e m a i n s . " These are celestial i m p l a n t a p u r e l y h i s t o r i c a l f a i t h , b u t i t w i l l be a 
goods t h a t t h e L o r d i m p l a n t s i n a c h i l d t h r o u g h his s t r o n g f o u n d a t i o n t h a t w i l l n o t f a l t e r as he w o r k s 
react ions t o d a i l y experiences. T h u s i t appears t o m a k e these trues his o w n . 
f r o m t h i s t e a c h i n g t h a t t h e e n v i r o n m e n t o f a c h i l d , 
p a r t i c u l a r l y t h e h o m e e n v i r o n m e n t s h o u l d be c o n - I n c onc lus i on I w o u l d l i k e t o add t h a t there is n o 
duc ive t o t h e i m p l a n t i n g o f these celestial " R e - s imple w a y t o i n s t i l l a l l o f th i s i n a c h i l d , b u t w i t h 
m a i n s . " T h i s is a marve lous concept t h a t parents t h e L o r d ' s guidance and a t r u s t i n His D i v i n e Pro -
can rea l l y w o r k w i t h and e n j o y . A m y r i a d o f a c t i - v idence we w i l l be able t o guide o u r c h i l d r e n t o -
v i t i es , such as, c h u r c h - g o i n g , f a m i l y o u t i n g s , C h r i s t - wards a f u l l a n d b e a u t i f u l l i f e o n e a r t h a n d i n t h e 
mas t i m e , great m u s i c , good l i t e r a t u r e , t h e f ine ar ts , w o r l d t o come . 
can leave a last ing ef fect o n the m i n d o f a c h i l d . Mrs. Johan Synnestvedt 
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L E T ' S G E T ON WITH I T ! 

Increas ingly people are asking w h a t t h e B o s t o n 
C h u r c h p r o g r a m is d o i n g n o w t h a t i t has a new 
b u i l d i n g . W e l l , i n m a n y respects we are d o i n g 
some o f t h e same th ings we have a lways done . We 
p r o v i d e a w o r s h i p service each w e e k ; we have S u n ­
day Schoo l classes; we have re l ig ious discussion 
groups ; a n d l o t s a n d l o t s o f c o m m i t t e e meet ings . 
(Just ask t h e l a y m e n a b o u t t h i s . ) 

B u t t h i s is o n l y t h e r o u t i n e o p e r a t i o n . T h i s doesn ' t 
say m u c h a b o u t t h e s p i r i t o f o u r congregat ion . T h e 
people o f t h e B o s t o n C h u r c h have been w o r k i n g 
h a r d t o m a k e B o s t o n V i e w w o r k . I m a g i n e i f y o u 
can, l i v i n g f o r six years w i t h t h e p o s s i b i l i t y o f los­
i n g e v e r y t h i n g i f t h i s proves t o be an unwise f i n a n ­
c ia l i n v e s t m e n t . Setback af ter setback w i t h y o u r 
c o n t r a c t o r go ing b a n k r u p t . T h e n a legal suit p e n d ­
i n g i n t h e c o u r t . Lega l fees, houses and personal 
p r o p e r t y o f t h e D i r e c t o r s a t t a c h e d . We had w o r r i e s 
a b o u t f i l l i n g t h e a p a r t m e n t s ; taxes a n d b i l l s t o be 
p a i d ; w i l l we m a k e i t ? W o u l d n ' t i t have been be t ter 
never t o have entered i n t o such an a m b i t i o u s p r o ­
gram? 

Let's get on with it! T h e congregat ion w o u l d n ' t 
accept defeat . Each d i f f i c u l t y o n l y r a l l i e d t h e m 
o n . We h a d a lmost 1 0 0 % at tendance at a l l o f o u r 
D i r e c t o r s ' meet ings over t h a t six-year p e r i o d . So 
we have weathered t h e s t o r m . O u r a p a r t m e n t 
house is f u l l and we have a w a i t i n g l i s t . We see a 
b r i g h t prospect ahead—not t o l ine o u r pockets 
— b u t t o a p p l y our good i n v e s t m e n t i n t o N e w -
C h u r c h programs f o r o u r c i t y , f o r o u r ne ighbors . 
N o w i t ' s t i m e t o p u t as m u c h i n d u s t r y a n d h a r d 
w o r k t o t h e s p i r i t u a l ac t iv i t i es o f o u r c h u r c h p r o ­
g r a m . 

A s a C h u r c h w e have been seeking ways t o foster 
t h e d o c t r i n e o f uses. O u r fac i l i t i e s have been 
opened t o house a t h r i v i n g nursery s choo l , b o y 
scouts, senior c i t izens , p o l i t i c a l groups , speakers 
f o r college groups , C h u r c h fa i rs , t o name b u t a few. 

We have also been seeking t o w o r k closely w i t h a l l 
o f o u r sister Churches , and t h e theo l og i ca l s choo l . 
O u r s p i r i t is n o t l i m i t e d t o o u r o w n b u i l d i n g . We 
care a b o u t t h e N e w C h u r c h g r o w t h . We need one 
ano ther a n d i s o l a t i o n f r o m one a n o t h e r w i l l never 
w o r k . T h e C h u r c h f a m i l y has g r o w n closer t o one 
ano ther a n d w e are c o n s t a n t l y seeking t o evaluate 
a n d b r o a d e n o u r f ie lds o f m i s s i o n . A d a p t a b i l i t y 
w i t h t h e s t r e n g t h o f o u r teachings g u i d i n g us. 

The doc t r ines o f the C h u r c h are o f p a r t i c u l a r e m ­
phasis i n a l l o f o u r p rograms . We are a g r o u p o f 
N e w - C h u r c h m e n w h o w a n t t o t a k e t h e doc t r ines 
a n d l ive t h e m i n p r a c t i c a l new f o r m s . Y o u m a y 
say, " S o are w e ! " O u r w i s h a n d prayers f o r y o u is 
t h a t y o u m a y succeed. W h e n y o u come t o B o s t o n 
f o r a v i s i t , j o i n i n w i t h us i n f e l l o w s h i p a n d he lp us 
t o succeed w i t h o u r dreams and asp irat ions . 

Let's get on with it! G e Q r g e D M c C u r d y 

Guest Editor 

GOOD F O R C H R I S T M A S G I F T S ! 

Talking with God—The H e a l i n g Power o f Prayer , 
b y G w y n n e Dresser M a c k ( 4 t h e d i t i o n j u s t o u t ) 
$1 .25 

Why Are We Here? E x t r a c t s f r o m S w e d e n b o r g 
w h i c h f o r m e d t h e chapter headings i n t h e o r i g i ­
n a l paper-back e d i t i o n o f Talking with God 
$.20 

Come Unto Me. O u r L o r d ' s w o r d s i n a p a r t i c u l a r l y 
use fu l f o r m f o r those sick i n bed $.15 

What Is This Spiritual Healing? A f o l d e r o f ques­
t i o n s a n d answers b y J i l l K ings lake $.10 

AH can be ordered from the Prayer Fe l lowship , 
c /o Mrs. Kingslake, Crestwood No. 434 , 3900 16th 
Street, N . W., Washington, D . C. 2 0 0 1 1 . 

C O R R E C T I O N 

T h e Rev. Olle Hjern, N o v a H i e r o s o l y m a minister in S t o c k ­
h o l m , w h o participated in the New C h u r c h World A s s e m ­
bly i n L o n d o n . I n World A s s e m b l y I s s u e - I I , page 1 5 3 , his 
name appeared under a picture o f the Rev. Robert Gill, a 
recently ordained minister of the B r i t i s h Conference . 



Field E d u c a t i o n Center 

S W E D E N B O R G S C H O O L O F R E L I G I O N 

School Opens September 15 

T h e S w e d e n b o r g Schoo l o f R e l i g i o n began i ts f a l l 
semester last m o n t h w i t h one s t u d e n t i n t h e F i e l d 
E d u c a t i o n Center i n Bel levue , W a s h i n g t o n , a n d t w o 
regular a n d three special s tudents at the academic 
center i n N e w t o n , Mass. 

Newton Campus 

T h e N e w t o n s t u d e n t b o d y , a l l c o n t i n u i n g f r o m last 
year , inc ludes W a l t e r O r t h w e i n , a y o u n g ex-news­
paper r e p o r t e r f r o m St . L o u i s , M o . w h o lives at t h e 
s choo l w i t h his w i f e K a t h y , a n d daughters L a u r a 
a n d E l i z a b e t h ; M a t t h e w S. P. G l o w e , a f o r m e r h i g h 
schoo l teacher f r o m W i n n i p e g , A l b e r t a , Canada, 
w h o lives at t h e schoo l w i t h his w i f e J o h n n i e ; b o t h 
M a t t a n d W a l t e r are b e g i n n i n g t h e i r second year o f 
the regular course o f s t u d y t o w a r d an i n t e r - s e m i n a r y 
B . D . degree i n N e w C h u r c h o r d i n a t i o n . 

Y u z o N o d a is a y o u n g m a n f r o m Japan w h o h a d 
begun t h e o l o g i c a l t r a i n i n g i n t h e L u t h e r a n C h u r c h 
be fore b e c o m i n g a Swedenborg ian a n d e n t e r i n g SSR 
as a special s t u d e n t . Because o f d i f f e r e n t systems 
i n Japan a n d t h i s c o u n t r y , he f o u n d i t necessary t o 
c o m p l e t e r e q u i r e m e n t s f o r a B . A . degree at B o s t o n 
U n i v e r s i t y , c o n t i n u i n g SSR t u t o r i a l s i n S w e d e n b o r g 
at t h e same t i m e , be fore e n r o l l i n g as a candidate 
f o r t h e M . A . degree i n t h e school 's i n t e r - s e m i n a r y 
p l a n w i t h A n d o v e r N e w t o n Theo l og i ca l Schoo l . 
Y u z o ' s w i f e , A k i k o , w h o came t o t h i s c o u n t r y t o 
m a r r y h i m w h i l e he was s t u d y i n g at SSR, became 
the very h a p p y m o t h e r o f a daughter , K i n u k a , o n 
A u g u s t 2 4 . 

I v a n F r a n k l i n , a p s y c h i a t r i s t f r o m Prague, Czecho­
s lovakia , lives a t t h e schoo l w i t h his w i f e Eva a n d 
t h e i r son , T h o m a s . I v a n is a special s t u d e n t w h o 
expects t o be graduated f r o m t h e S c h o o l a n d or ­
da ined b y C o n v e n t i o n i n 1 9 7 1 . 

Ra fae l G u i u , execut ive secretary o f t h e Massachu­
setts N e w C h u r c h U n i o n , a n d manager o f t h e Swe­
d e n b o r g L i b r a r y i n B o s t o n , c ont inues t o w o r k as a 
p a r t - t i m e special s tudent i n t h e t h e o l o g y a n d prac ­
tices o f the N e w C h u r c h . Represent ing the c h u r c h 
i n m a n y p u b l i c s i tua t i ons as an i n f o r m e d l a y m a n , 
R a y is m a k i n g use o f t h e k i n d o f i n d i v i d u a l i z e d i n ­
s t r u c t i o n made possible b y SSR's t u t o r i a l system. 

J o h n Bi l l ings , son o f Co l o rado Springs pastor , R o l l o 
B i l l i n g s , is r e m a i n i n g i n Bel levue , W a s h i n g t o n f o r a 
second year o f w o r k at t h e F i e l d E d u c a t i o n Center , 
t o t a k e f u r t h e r advantage o f i ts special o p p o r t u n i ­
ties i n his p r i m a r y profess ional in teres t—pastora l 
counsel ing . J o h n , his w i f e S h a r y , a n d t h e i r f o u r 
c h i l d r e n w i l l r e t u r n t o t h e N e w t o n campus n e x t f a l l 
f o r one m o r e year o f academic s t u d y be fore gradua­
t i o n and o r d i n a t i o n . 

Clinical Pastoral Training 

F o r over a decade, a l l regular s tudents p r e p a r i n g 
f o r the Swedenborg ian m i n i s t r y have t a k e n a course 
i n c l in i ca l pastora l t r a i n i n g as p a r t o f t h e regular 
SSR c u r r i c u l u m . T h i s s u m m e r W a l t e r O r t h w e i n a n d 
M a t t h e w G l o w e t o o k t h e p r o g r a m , and M a t t h e w ' s 
a c c o u n t o f t h e experience o f fers a v i v i d p i c t u r e o f 
t h i s aspect o f m i n i s t e r i a l t r a i n i n g . 

M Y R E A C T I O N S T O T H E P A S T O R A L 
C L I N I C A L E D U C A T I O N P R O G R A M 

S U M M E R O F 1970 

by Matthew S.P. Glowe 

I f o u n d t h e Pastoral C l i n i c a l E d u c a t i o n P r o g r a m 
c o n d u c t e d under t h e auspices o f t h e Psycho logy 
D e p a r t m e n t o f A n d o v e r N e w t o n Theo log i ca l Schoo l 
an e x t r e m e l y r e w a r d i n g one indeed . T h e Program 
lasted f o r a p e r i o d o f twe lve weeks and was under 
t h e d i re c t superv is ion o f D r s . B i l l i n s k y a n d B r o o k s , 
heads o f t h e Psycho log ica l a n d Pastoral Counse l ing 
D e p a r t m e n t s o f t h e Schoo l . T h e overa l l Program 
has been very successful over t h e years ( i t has been 
i n o p e r a t i o n f o r s o m e t h i n g l i k e f o r t y - f i v e years 
n o w , I bel ieve) a n d has b r a n c h e d o u t f r o m j u s t one 
o p e r a t i o n center at Worcester State H o s p i t a l t o a 
n u m b e r o f o thers scattered t h r o u g h o u t the State o f 
Massachusetts, each o f w h i c h o f f ers d i f f e r i n g p r o ­
grams dea l ing w i t h the special p r o b l e m s o f those 
pat i ents under i ts j u r i s d i c t i o n . 

E a c h s t u d e n t at f i r s t h a d a choice o f a b o u t f o u r or 
f ive possible centers w h e r e he c o u l d get his t r a i n i n g . 
I chose B o s t o n C i t y H o s p i t a l as I had heard t h a t 
t h e p r o g r a m o f f e r e d there was a p a r t i c u l a r l y 
t h o r o u g h and good one . 

T h e twe lve -week p e r i o d o f t r a i n i n g was b r o k e n 
d o w n i n t o t w o sections. T h e f i r s t consisted o f t h e 



i n i t i a l t w o weeks a n d was concerned w i t h t h e s t u ­
dent ' s f u n c t i o n i n g s t r i c t l y as an o r d e r l y o n t h e 
wards . T h e second, t h e last t e n weeks, was i n ­
vo lved w i t h t h e s tudent ' s r o l e as a w o r k i n g chap­
l a i n — t h a t is i n t h e dea l ing w i t h t h e regular pastora l 
v is i ts t o p a t i e n t s under his care, i n t h e m a k i n g o f 
r e p o r t s , o r " v e r b a t i m s , " c oncern ing those v is i ts , i n 
the a t t e n d i n g o f lectures g iven b y d i s t inguished a u ­
t h o r i t i e s i n the Pastoral Counse l ing f i e l d , a n d i n t h e 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n c l inics such as seminars a n d g r o u p 
d y n a m i c sessions. A l l i n a l l , i t was a very busy b u t 
p r o f i t a b l e twe lve -week session. 

W h e n I f i r s t arr ived at B o s t o n C i t y H o s p i t a l , I 
d o n ' t m i n d a d m i t t i n g t h a t I was nervous a n d some­
w h a t f r i g h t e n e d . A f t e r a l l , i t was t h e f i r s t t i m e I 
had ever w o r k e d i n a h o s p i t a l or had had any real 
dealings w i t h one . C o n s e q u e n t l y , o n b e i n g i n t r o ­
duced t o t h i s new phase o f l i f e , i t was as i f a w h o l e 
new w o r l d was opened u p t o me . I n m a n y respects 
t h e t o t a l experience was a f r i g h t e n i n g a n d sober ing 
one as I began t o realize t o some e x t e n t , rea l ly f o r 
t h e f i r s t t i m e , j u s t h o w m u c h ac tua l p h y s i c a l a n d 
m e n t a l s u f f e r i n g is go ing o n , w i t h so m a n y people 
a f f e c ted , and j u s t h o w necessary proper pro fess ion­
a l care is i n a h o s p i t a l se t t ing t o w a r d h e l p i n g t o 
al leviate t h i s su f f e r ing . I was p a r t i c u l a r l y impressed 
w i t h t h e serious d e d i c a t i o n a n d u n l i m i t e d pat ience 
t h e h o s p i t a l personne l , p a r t i c u l a r l y the d o c t o r s a n d 
nurses, showed t o t h e i r pa t i ents . 

F o l l o w i n g t h i s t w o - w e e k p e r i o d , as said be fore , t h e 
chap la incy p a r t o f t h e Program began. I , at f i r s t 
be ing c o m p l e t e l y new t o t h i s t y p e o f l i f e , was 
s o m e w h a t i l l at ease as I f i r s t came i n t o t h e wards . 
H o w e v e r , I soon began t a l k i n g t o var ious pa t i ents , 
and f i n d i n g o u t s o m e t h i n g o f t h e i r interests a n d 
backgrounds i n l i f e , and I seemed t o lose t h a t i n i ­
t i a l nervousness t h a t I h a d . F u r t h e r m o r e , i n t a l k ­
i n g t o these people , I g radua l ly gained an increased 
conf idence i n l earn ing h o w t o p u t t h e m at ease, an 
a b i l i t y o f w h i c h was p a r t i c u l a r l y b r o u g h t o u t 
t h r o u g h m y greater sense o f a d a p t a b i l i t y t o t h e i r 
needs a n d p r o b l e m s . T h i s sense o f a d a p t a b i l i t y 
came a b o u t largely t h r o u g h the c u l t i v a t i o n o f the 
t r u e a r t o f e m p a t h e t i c l i s t en ing t o the o t h e r person , 
t h a t is , t h e l i s t en ing o b j e c t i v e l y t o w h a t he had t o 
say ( w i t h o u t f eed ing y o u r o w n e m o t i o n s and per­
sonal sympath ies i n t o the s i t u a t i o n ) , ye t be ing able 
t o sort o u t w h a t was re levant f r o m w h a t was i r re l e ­
v a n t a n d t o suggest w o r t h - w h i l e a l ternat ives t o the 
p r o b l e m s be ing presented. 

I n d o i n g t h i s f o r w h a t I s incerely h o p e d w o u l d be 

f o r t h e good o f the p a t i e n t ( the L o r d be w i l l i n g ) , 
I was g iven t o feel a greater u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f m y ­
self as a c omple te person , p a r t i c u l a r l y f r o m t h e 
p o i n t o f v iew o f t h e increased d e d i c a t i o n I was 
t h e n b e g i n n i n g t o feel t o w a r d s the goal o f h e l p i n g 
m y f e l l o w m a n i n whatever w a y I c o u l d . 

F i n a l l y , I should l i k e t o p o i n t o u t t h a t t h i s Pro­
gram was especially valuable t o me f r o m t w o con ­
s iderat ions . F i r s t , i t a f f o r d e d me a greater measure 
o f personal g r o w t h — s p i r i t u a l l y , m e n t a l l y a n d e m o ­
t i o n a l l y . Second, i t p r o v i d e d a b e t t e r o p p o r t u n i t y 
f o r me t o unders tand m y prospect ive par ish ioners 
and t h e i r p r o b l e m s w h e n I i n e v i t a b l y face th i s 
challenge u p o n g r a d u a t i o n f r o m m y m i n i s t e r i a l 
t r a i n i n g . I f i r m l y believe t h a t t h i s Program is abso­
l u t e l y essential f o r any prospect ive m i n i s t e r t o have. 
T h e m a i n concern is t h a t I believe one q u a r t e r o f 
such w o r k is n o t q u i t e enough f o r the prospect ive 
m i n i s t e r ' s needs and t h a t three quar ters t a k e n i n a 
var i e ty o f d i f f e r e n t pastora l counsel ing s i t u a t i o n s , 
such as w o r k i n pr isons , m e n t a l hosp i ta ls , a n d re­
t a r d e d ch i ldren ' s centers w o u l d be h i g h l y bene f i c ia l . 

I persona l ly feel t h a t the t r a i n i n g I have received 
here is so necessary a n d v i t a l t h a t I w i s h t o devote 
m y l i f e as a specialist i n the Pastoral Counse l ing 
f i e l d , t o go a l ong w i t h m y par ish m i n i s t r y w o r k , 
because I believe t h a t o n l y here a t t h e level o f 
person-to -person r e l a t i o n s h i p — p a r t i c u l a r l y f o r t h i s 
day a n d age w h e n people are c l a m o r i n g m o r e a n d 
m o r e f o r d i r e c t personal he lp f r o m r e l i g i o n , a n d 
n o t j u s t f o r so m a n y p ious p l a t i t u d e s given f r o m 
t h e p u l p i t — c a n there be a saving grace t o be h a d 
f o r r e l i g i o n as we k n o w i t i n the t r a d i t i o n a l sense. 

I t n o w seems t h a t t h e w h e e l o f r e l i g i o n has f i n a l l y 
come f u l l c i rc le , as i t were , and we are i n a sense 
r e t u r n i n g t o t h e o l d B i b l i c a l days, especially d u r i n g 
t h e t i m e o f Chr i s t ' s m i n i s t r y o n e a r t h , w h e r e He 
H i m s e l f used t h e d i r e c t hea l ing a n d personal r e l i ­
g ious approach so e f f e c t ive ly t o reach t h e people . 
I n l i k e m a n n e r , m u s t t h e m o d e r n parish m i n i s t e r 
use a l l the weapons a t h is c o m m a n d , i n c l u d i n g , i n 
ce r ta in d i r e c t and i n d i r e c t ways , the var ious t oo l s 
o f p s y c h o l o g y , t o come t o k n o w his people b e t t e r 
a n d t o relate t o t h e m even m o r e e f f e c t i ve ly . 

Mr. Glowe is a Canadian with several years' experience 
teaching in the secondary schools of Winnipeg, and pre­
sently in the second year of his course as a regular student 
for the ministry at the Swedenborg School of Religion in 
Newton, Mass. 



Roger Paulson Promoted 

NEW A D M I N I S T R A T O R S IN R E C O R D 
E N R O L L M E N T Y E A R 

T h e U r b a n a College B o a r d o f Trustees m e t Satur ­
day , O c t . 3 o n campus, f o r the a n n u a l f a l l m e e t i n g 
and learned o f a r e a l i g n m e n t o f a d m i n i s t r a t i v e pos i ­
t i ons at the college. 

President Paul A . Zehner a n n o u n c e d t h a t Boger D . 
Paulson, business manager at the college f o r the 
past e ight years, has accepted the p o s i t i o n o f assis­
t a n t t o the pres ident f o r f i e l d operat ions . D r . Z e h ­
ner exp la ined t h a t i n his new p o s i t i o n M r . Paulson 
w i l l be w o r k i n g m o r e closely w i t h members a n d 
organizat ions w i t h i n the Swedenborg ian C h u r c h 
and w o u l d be responsible f o r special assignments 
f r o m the pres ident . 

M r . Paulson, a f o r m e r res ident o f St . Paul , M i n n , is 
a m e m b e r o f t h e B o a r d o f Managers o f t h e Sweden­
b o r g S c h o o l o f B e l i g i o n a n d is secretary o f t h e 
I l l i n o i s A s s o c i a t i o n o f the Swedenborg ian C h u r c h . 

He is c h a i r m a n f o r arrangements f o r t h e General 
C o n v e n t i o n o f t h e Swedenborg ian C h u r c h sche­
d u l e d t o be h e l d at U r b a n a College i n 1 9 7 1 . 

R e c o r d Enrol lment 

A r e c o r d t o t a l o f 6 6 1 s tudents was recorded at the 
o p e n i n g o f f a l l q u a r t e r classes a t U r b a n a College, 
accord ing t o A d m i s s i o n s O f f i c e f igures . T h a t f i gure 
represented an increase o f 5 1 s tudents above f a l l 
q u a r t e r , 1969 . 

O n h a n d t o greet t h e s tudents was an a lmost -new 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . D u r i n g t h e s u m m e r m o n t h s Presi­
d e n t Paul A . Zehner , w h o was j u s t b e g i n n i n g his 
second year at U r b a n a , had a n n o u n c e d t h e a p p o i n t ­
m e n t o f t w o new deans and a new d i r e c t o r o f p u b ­
l i c i n f o r m a t i o n . 

T w o New Deans 

D r . T h o m a s E . Bel lavance, f o r m e r l y o f M i c h i g a n 
State U n i v e r s i t y , assumed t h e p o s i t i o n o f dean o f 
f a c u l t y . D r . Bellavance had a t t e n d e d t h e U n i v e r ­
s i ty o f C o n n e c t i c u t , Dusquesne U n i v e r s i t y be fore 
receiv ing his P h . D . f r o m M i c h i g a n State . 

D r . W. M a r q S t a n k o w s k i , a M i l w a u k e e nat ive , was 
a p p o i n t e d t o t h e post o f dean o f s t u d e n t a f fa irs . 

D r . S t a n k o w s k i d i d undergraduate w o r k at M a r ­
q u e t t e U n i v e r s i t y , t h e n received his Ph . D . f r o m t h e 
U n i v e r s i t y o f Wiscons in . 

R i c h a r d M a r t i n was n a m e d d i r e c t o r o f p u b l i c i n f o r ­
m a t i o n . M r . M a r t i n , a nat ive o f U r b a n a , received 
his undergraduate degree f r o m O h i o State U n i v e r ­
s i t y a n d had served as c i t y e d i t o r o f t w o news­
papers be fore j o i n i n g t h e U C staf f . 

I n a d d i t i o n t o t h e t w o new deans, f o u r f a c u l t y 
members w i t h the P h . D . degree were a m o n g the 
new a d d i t i o n s t o t h e U r b a n a staf f . 

A d r e a m t w o years ago—now a r e a l i t y — t h a t ' s t h e 
s t o r y o f t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f t h e U r b a n a College-
C o m m u n i t y Center , t h e m u l t i - p u r p o s e b u i l d i n g j u s t 
c o m p l e t e d and ready f o r d e d i c a t o r y events at U r ­
bana College. 

T h e $ 1 . 2 5 - m i l l i o n s t r u c t u r e w i l l be ded icated i n 
o f f i c i a l ceremonies D e c . 6 f o l l o w i n g a week o f 
ac t iv i t ies t o o f f i c i a l l y o p e n t h e new f a c i l i t y . 

T h e b u i l d i n g , g r o u n d f o r w h i c h was b r o k e n J u l y 
13 , 1 9 6 9 , conta ins a g y m n a s i u m - a u d i t o r i u m , a 
s w i m m i n g p o o l , several classrooms a n d seminar 
r o o m s , h a n d b a l l c o u r t s , lockers a n d dressing r o o m 
space a n d m e e t i n g r o o m s . 

" W e c o u l d n ' t b u i l d a g y m n a s i u m a l o n e , " said U r b a ­
na President Paul A . Zehner , " b u t t h i s b u i l d i n g 
meets m a n y o f o u r needs . " 

The b u i l d i n g was f inanced b y a g o v e r n m e n t g r a n t , 
a g o v e r n m e n t l oan a n d proceeds f r o m a f u n d dr ive 
based i n U r b a n a . T h e s t r u c t u r e w i l l house the 
General C o n v e n t i o n o f t h e Swedenborg ian C h u r c h 
t o be h e l d at U r b a n a i n 1 9 7 1 . 

Members of art instructor Peter E n t o r f ' s beginning art 
class take advantage of good weather and gather outside 
B r o w n e H a l l o n the campus of U r b a n a College. S u c h 
scenes were familiar as a record number of students en­
rolled at U r b a n a for fal l quarter classes. 



A L M O N T SUMMER S C H O O L 1970 

W h a t a year ! O u r 1 9 7 0 S u m m e r Schoo l has j u s t 
ended a n d I am s t i l l o n " C l o u d 9 " . W h a t an i n f l u ­
ence those 2 weeks have h a d o n m e ! I t a lways takes 
me several days t o get m y f e e t o n the g r o u n d af ter 
a session at A l m o n t and t h i s year was an e x c e p t i o n ­
a l exper ience . T h e f i r s t week Rev . George M c C u r d y , 
o u r s u p e r i n t e n d e n t , his l ove ly w i f e , L o i s , a n d t h e i r 
three c h i l d r e n were w i t h us. M r . R a y C u i u came 
w i t h t h e M c C u r d y f a m i l y w i t h his w o n d e r f u l tales 
t o d e l i g h t t h e l i t t l e boys . Rev . D a v i d H o l m o f t h e 
General C h u r c h a n d his w i f e , E la ine , were w i t h us 
f o r t w o weeks and were an i n s p i r a t i o n t o a l l o f us. 
T h e second week , Rev . and M r s . F . B l a c k m e r were 
i n a t tendance . We t o o k f u l l advantage o f M r . B l a c k ­
m e r 's presence and together we w o r k e d o u t plans 
f o r a new k i t c h e n a n d a new w i n g t o be added t o 
o u r present d i n i n g r o o m . T h i s new w i n g w i l l serve 
as a y e a r - r o u n d r e t r e a t center . We hope t o be able 
t o b u i l d p a r t o f t h i s d u r i n g t h i s c o m i n g year . W h a t 
a t reat i t w i l l be t o have a new k i t c h e n ( a l t h o u g h 
I d o n o t see h o w t h e f o o d c ou ld be b e t t e r ) ! 

T h e m o r n i n g chapel services were led b y t h e m i n ­
isters i n a t tendance , w i t h the e x c e p t i o n o f one ser­
vice each week and these were done b y t h e c h i l d r e n 
i n t h e 5-12 year age g r o u p . W h a t a j o y i t was t o 
hear these smal l c h i l d r e n read ing f r o m the W o r d 
a n d d o i n g i t so w e l l . T h e subject o f t h e f i r s t week 's 
s e r m o n was " G o d created a l l m e n e q u a l " ! and f o r 
the second week " O u r D a i l y B r e a d " . T h e w o r d s o f 
S w e d e n b o r g were b r o u g h t closer w h e n we heard 
these smal l c h i l d r e n read ing f r o m the W O R D . " T h e 
angels u n d e r s t a n d the i n t e r n a l sense o f the W o r d 
b e t t e r a n d m o r e f u l l y w h e n very y o u n g b o y s a n d 
girls read i t t h a n w h e n adul t s do w h o are n o t i n t h e 
f a i t h o f c h a r i t y " ( A . C . 1 7 7 6 ) . 

T h e evening chapel services were c o n d u c t e d b y t h e 
teen-age g r o u p , each i n t u r n d o i n g t h e i r p a r t . 

M r s . J o y c e F e k e t e , M r s . D a v i d H o l m , T o n y Ste fan-
son, a n d M r s . F . T h e r i a u l t were t h e teachers o f re ­
l ig ious e d u c a t i o n f o r t h e younger c h i l d r e n . 

I t was a very special pr iv i lege t o have the Rev . 
George M c C u r d y , the Rev. D a v i d H o l m , t h e Rev. 
a n d M r s . B l a c k m e r a n d Ray G u i u w i t h us f o r t h i s 
session. T h e y a l t e r n a t e d w i t h the m o r n i n g and a f ter ­
n o o n lectures , a n d t h e teenage classes. T h e general 
t o p i c o f a l l lectures was " U s e " . I t was so in te res t ­
i n g t o l i s ten a n d p a r t i c i p a t e i n the lectures as each 
o f these persons presented t h e teachings o f Sweden­
b o r g i n t h e i r o w n d i s t i n c t i v e w a y . 

A s y o u can see A l m o n t is t r u l y a re l ig ious camp. 
R e l i g i o n is a very i m p o r t a n t p a r t o f o u r " C a m p 
L i f e " . A l l campers a t t e n d a l l chapel services and 
classes and are encouraged t o enter i n t o a l l o f the 
ac t iv i t i es . W h a t a w o n d e r f u l w a y t o l ive and t o 
spread o u r teachings. We had a p p r o x i m a t e l y 45 
c h i l d r e n i n at tendance and a b o u t 1/3 o f these were 
o f a d i f f e r e n t re l ig ious f a i t h . H o w e v e r , d u r i n g these 
t w o weeks t h e y c e r t a i n l y learned a l o t a b o u t o u r 
doc t r ines . 

Cra f t classes were led b y Frances L a u ( sewing ) , 
R u t h B r a n d a u ( w o o d c ra f t f o r y o u n g b o y s ) , J a n 
Z i m m e r m a n (general cra f t f o r a l l ages), and He len 
K e i t h ( f l o w e r arrang ing f o r a l l ages). A n especially 
p o p u l a r p r o j e c t was t h e " P o o d l e " class f o r every­
one . So m a n y people made a p o o d l e t h a t o n t h e 
f i n a l F r i d a y n i g h t , we h e l d a doggie show. 

The Almont Courier, o u r D A I L Y a n d S U N D A Y 
Newspaper was ed i ted t h i s year b y M r s . Va ler i e 
T r u a x , assisted b y Renee Crenshaw. W h e n we s tar t ­
ed o u r session t h i s year , we d i d n o t have an e d i t o r 
f o r o u r paper . S o o n t h e w o r d go t a r o u n d t h a t we 
had an exce l lent t y p i s t i n o u r m i d s t a n d grac ious ly 
Valer ie consented t o d o o u r paper . She was great . 
H o w nice i t is t o be " U S E F U L " . A n d a l l t h i s even 
before we s tarted t o s t u d y o u r " U s e s " . 

B e t t y Jean J o h n s o n was i n charge o f r e c r e a t i o n a n d 
she led us o n a m e r r y t w o weeks w h i c h i n c l u d e d a 
' T a p e r B a g " masquerade, h a y r i d e , treasure h u n t , 
r o c k h u n t a n d a campf i re w i t h l i ve ly s inging b y a l l . 
T h e f i n a l S a t u r d a y t h e teenagers p u t o n a p lay 
t h e y h a d prepared d u r i n g the f i n a l week o f camp 
e n t i t l e d " K i d A v a l a n c h e " . Gene Shaw was " K i d " 
and Sherry F e k e t e was the female lead. I t is amaz­
i n g t o m e t h a t t h e y c o u l d learn a l l o f t h e i r parts i n 
such a shor t t i m e . 

We c e r t a i n l y h a d a busy t w o weeks—someth ing t o 
d o a l l o f the t i m e . A n d t h i n k o f t h e " R e m a i n s " . 
I t was a j o y t o see everyone w o r k i n g and p l a y i n g 
together , i n such h a r m o n y , and p u t t i n g o u r r e l i g i o n 
t o w o r k . O u r average a t tendance t h e f i r s t week 
was 7 6 a n d t h e second week 6 5 . 

A s y o u approach t h e camp o n y o u r i n i t i a l v i s i t , y o u 
w o n d e r — " W h y d i d I come h e r e " . A f t e r t w o weeks 
y o u k n o w t h e answer: Peace, c o n t e n t m e n t , love 
a n d l earn ing permeate t h e w h o l e camp t o such a 
degree t h a t t h e y become a p a r t o f each one o f us. 

Ruth Brandau 



1970 F R Y E B U R G NEW C H U R C H 
A S S E M B L Y 

girls f r o m the D e t r o i t C h u r c h t o o k t h e 2 0 - h o u r 
bus t r i p t o be w i t h us a n d add t o o u r success. 

F o r over 4 0 years t h e A s s e m b l y i n F r y e b u r g has 
been a t t r a c t i n g f r i ends f r o m far and near. M a n y 
have been c o m i n g since ear ly y o u t h a n d are n o w 
t a k i n g places o f a u t h o r i t y , as witness Stephen L a r -
sen w h o gave us a lec ture o n The Perennial Philo­
sophy, T o r g n y Vigers tad w h o is a leader o f t h e 
teenagers, George D o l e and T e d F o s t e r , n o w N e w 
C h u r c h pastors , a n d F r e d Perry , c h a i r m a n o f o u r 
trustees. D u r i n g o u r t h i r d week we h a d over t h i r t y 
teenagers w h o k e p t us o n o u r toes w i t h t h e i r i n ­
t e l l i gent needl ing o f t h e adu l t s h o u r a f ter h o u r . 
T h i s was g o o d f o r a l l o f us. T h e F lames had t h e i r 
C a n d l e l i g h t Service and i n d u c t e d n i n e new m e m ­
bers. 

M r s . Corne l ia H o t s o n came w i t h three S u l l i v a n 
g r a n d c h i l d r e n . J i m Perry a n d his f a m i l y f r o m 
O k i n a w a were here w i t h S t e w a r t Perry , Sr. T w o 

T h e very s t i m u l a t i n g lecturers o n t h e subject Liv­
ing a Useful Life were F r a n k l i n a n d C a r o l y n B l a c k ­
m e r , George D o l e , D r . I v a n F r a n k l i n ( t h e psychia ­
t r i s t f r o m Czechoslovakia w h o has become a U . S. 
c i t i z e n under t h e sponsorship o f several Sweden­
b o r g organizat ions a n d is n o w at S.S.B.) H a r o l d 
and Stephen Larsen , George M c C u r d y and Ernest 
M a r t i n , President o f C o n v e n t i o n . 

O u r Sales Table cleared $ 1 7 5 , due t o the d o n a t i o n s 
o f f r i ends f r o m far a n d near. T h i s was used f o r t h e 
purchase o f househo ld e q u i p m e n t , p a y i n g f o r ba­
by - s i t t e rs , etc. 

We w a n t t o take th i s o p p o r t u n i t y t o t h a n k var ious 
N e w C h u r c h organizat ions f o r t h e i r f i n a n c i a l he lp 
w i t h o u t w h i c h we c o u l d n o t c o n t i n u e t o be act ive . 

Miss F. M. Greene 
New Church, Orange, N. J . 

G I F T S O F I D E A S - S W E D E N B O R G I A N R E A D I N G F O R C H R I S T M A S 

L E A T H E R E D I T I O N S M A K E B E A U T I F U L G I F T S 

Book of Worship R e d L e a t h e r $ 1 0 . 0 0 
B lack " 10 .00 

Conjugial Love R e d L e a t h e r 5 .50 
True Christian Religion 

1 9 7 0 A s s e m b l y E d i t i o n 1 4 . 0 0 

Divine Love and Wisdom, Divine Providence, Four 
Doctrines, Heaven and Hell, T r o b r i d g e — Emanuel 
Swedenborg-Life and Teachings I n B r o w n L e a ­
ther at $2 .25 each 

B O O K S F O R C H R I S T M A S 

B O O K L E T S F O R 
C H R I S T M A S G I V I N G 

World Assembly Commemorative Booklet 
3 Art ic les o n Swedenborg and the S e c o n d C o m i n g 

N E W ! F I R S T T I M E O N S A L E .50 

Houghton: Friendship With God .25 
L a n g : Come Unto Me 

Divine Searcher 
Divine Shepherd 5 0 c e n t s e a c h 

My Shepherd 

Zacharias : Insight into Heaven 
and Hell .35 

B i g e l o w : 
B l o c k : 

B r a y : 

K i r v e n : 

S m y t h : 

S p a l d i n g : 

Synnes tvedt : 
V i c k e r s : 
Worcester : 

Toleration 
New Church in the New 

World 
Where Heaven Begins 

(Chr i s tmas Special ) 
Big Questions 

Off Campus 
(Chr i s tmas Special) 

Stairway of Life 

Introduction to Sweden-
borg.'s Religious Thought 

The Essential Swedenborg 
God Talk-Man Talk 
Language of Parable 

1.00 

1 0 . 0 0 

.50 

2 .50 
1.00 

1.25 
5 /95 
1.00 
1.75 

D e M a i n e : 

D u c k w o r t h : 

Hasler: 

M a c k : 

F O R C H I L D R E N 

A New Church Alphabet .35 

Better Than Gold LOO 
Teach Us to Pray -25 
Finding Out Series: 

The Lord's Prayer .50 
The Big Adventure .50 

O R D E R F R O M 
Swedenborg Press 
B o x 143 
Madison Square Station 
New Y o r k , N . Y . 1 0 0 1 0 

O R 
Mass. New C h u r c h U n i o n 
175 Newbury Street 
Boston , Mass. 0 2 1 1 6 
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Southern California Retreat 

J O U R N E Y INWARD 

O n t h e week -end o f J u l y 2 4 - 2 6 t h , t h e L o s Angeles 
Soc ie ty sponsored i t s f i f t h get - togethef , k n o w n as 
Journey Inward, t h i s t i m e under t h e leadership o f 
D r . G a r r y W h i t e a n d Rev . Ca lv in T u r l e y . A b o u t 45 
Swedenborg ians f r o m San Franc isco , San D i e g o , 
Rivers ide and L o s Angeles were there , as w e l l as a 
dozen o f D r . W h i t e ' s y o u n g s tudents ; a n d three o f 
his assistants w h o were f o r m e r pa t i ents . " C a r i n g , " 
was t h e t h e m e chosen, a n d var ious m e t h o d s were 
i n t r o d u c e d t o t r y t o achieve t h i s goal . 

I d i d n ' t w a n t t o go , b u t I d i d . I t was u p t o me , I 
t h o u g h t , t o s u p p o r t church-sponsored act iv i t ies 
and t h i s was t h e f i f t h Journey Inward r e t rea t under 
t h e leadership o f D r . G a r r y W h i t e . Rev. Ca lv in 
T u r l e y w o u l d be a leader t o o . W e l l , I l i k e h i m , a n d 
G a r r y t o o , b u t h o w m a n y o thers can I hones t l y say 
I l ike? T h e y d o n ' t add u p t o the fingers o n m y 
l e f t h a n d . H o w m a n y rea l ly l ike me? A b o u t t h a t 
m a n y . There are some w h o seem t o hate m e , a n d 
I can ' t meet the eyes o f one because o f m y d i s l i k e 
o f h i m . N o one k n o w s h o w I fee l a b o u t a l l o f t h i s 
and no one seems t o care. 

I d o n ' t k n o w h o w i t rea l ly happened . I s t i l l t h i n k 
i t was a mirac l e . O h , there were var ious techniques 
used, t o w h i c h we a l l responded w i l l i n g l y . We were 
w i l l i n g t o t a l k i n groups a b o u t o u r expec ta t i ons 
o f ourselves a n d o f o thers . . . . we w e n t o f f a lone 
f o r " s o l o " t i m e t o t h i n k th ings o u t . We d r e w w i t h 
p e n c i l ourselves i n r e l a t i o n t o those w h o s u r r o u n d ­
ed us i n c h i l d h o o d ( k n o w n as a Soc iogram) and a l ­
l o w e d o u r p i c tures t o be s h o w n and t a l k e d a b o u t . 
We l istened q u i e t l y , re laxed , t o t h e music o f M e n ­
de l sohn , a n d j u s t as q u i e t l y t o o k three colors o f 
crayons t o sketch o u r react ions . We let leaders t e l l 
us h o w we had revealed o u r feelings, b u t we d i d n ' t 
k n o w t h a t we h a d . We sat o r s t re tched a b o u t 
d u r i n g t h e a l l - n i g h t M a r a t h o n , s o m e w h a t u n c o m ­
f o r t a b l y a n d v o l u b l y expressing our react ions t o 
w h a t was said. We go t u p g r u m p y t h e n e x t m o r n ­
i n g , say ing t h e M i i r a t h o n had been a m i s t a k e — t o o 
m a n y h a r d feelings had come o u t . 

A f t e r breakfast we gathered i n an u n b r o k e n circle 
a b o u t t h e f i replace . P r e t t y soon we were h o l d i n g 

hands, i n silence w i t h o u r ne ighbor . One b y o n e , 
at f i r s t h e s i t a n t l y , we w e n t t o each o t h e r t o say 
q u i e t l y w h a t was o n o u r m i n d , o r t o clasp the 
o t h e r i n w a r m embrace . T h e n we t o o H a s h o r t 
w a l k w i t h a p a r t n e r , l e t t i n g h i m guide us as i f we 
were b l i n d , a n d t h e n leading h i m t h e same w a y , so 
care fu l n o t t o le t h i m s t u m b l e . 

A t l u n c h , S u n d a y , y o u c o u l d h a r d l y hear y o u r s e l f 
t h i n k f o r t h e noise o f conversat i on . I was saying , 
" E r i c , I w a n t e d so t o come t o y o u d u r i n g t h e c irc le 
b u t I dared n o t , f o r I w o u l d have c r i e d . " A n d he 
was saying , " I t is so great t o k n o w t h a t there r ea l l y 
is no G e n e r a t i o n G a p . " I f o u n d m y s e l f be ing 
hugged b y a y o u n g one whose name I d i d n ' t k n o w , 
a n d she was t e l l i n g me h o w m u c h i t m eant t o her 
t o k n o w t h a t an o ldster c o u l d u n d e r s t a n d . A n d I 
was t h i n k i n g o n the way h o m e : " I have been ex­
p e c t i n g o thers t o de f end m y weaknesses, f org ive 
m y errors , accept me f o r w h a t I a m — t o be G o d t o 
m e , w h i l e I , i n t u r n , have n o t considered d o i n g t h e 
same f o r t h e m — b u t t r y i n g t o be G o d t o t h e m b y 
ach ievement a n d endeavor. G o d does n o t expec t 
us t o earn his love , He gives i t f r e e l y . W h a t I r ea l l y 
w a n t f r o m o thers is a l i s t e n i n g ear, an u n d e r s t a n d ­
i n g hear t , a n acceptance o f m e , a n d t h a t is w h a t 
t h e y w a n t t o o . " 

A n o t h e r one a t t h e re t rea t h a d said, " I saw m y s e l f 
as o thers see m e , b u t I saw o thers as be ing i n t h e 
same boat as I a m , s t r i v i n g , seeking . . . . I came 
a w a y caring f o r every single person t h e r e . " S t i l l 
a n o t h e r : " W h i l e I w o u l d have p r e f e r r e d t o exp l o re 
ourselves i n t h e l i g h t o f t h e W r i t i n g s , I m u s t a d m i t 
t h a t I came a w a y a b e t t e r person f r o m Journey 
Inward." 

F o r m y s e l f , I had f e l t so c o m p l e t e l y i so la ted , t r y ­
i n g t o a c compl i sh the imposs ib le a l l alone . . . . so 
t e r r i b l y a lone . N o w , f o r some inexp l i cab l e reason, 
some c o m p l e t e l y m y s t e r i o u s t h i n g had h a p p e n e d : 
I f e l t c onnec ted , a n d i t f e l t g o o d . S o m e b o d y 
cares! 

(P. S. I can l o o k h i m i n t h e eye, n o w . ) 

Alice Spear 

Alice Spear is a member of the Swedenborgian New 

Church, Los Angeles. 
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T H E M E S S E N G E R 

N O V E M B E R 1970 

T A B L E O F C O N T E N T S 

" B O S T O N V I E W " 
by ixiwrence C. Young, Sr. 

P U T T I N G G O D B A C K 
by June Fine 

T H E F I R S T S U N D A Y E V E N I N G I N E A C H M O N T H 
by Josephine A. Hope 

A Y E A R O F T H E B O S T O N L A D I E S ' A I D 
by Josephine A. Hope 

P E O P L E , I D E A S , I D E A L S 
by Randy Weeks 

P E R R Y D E M O N S T R A T I O N P R E S C H O O L 
by Mrs. P. Renton 

A M O T H E R ' S T H O U G H T S O N R A I S I N G C H I L D R E N 
by Mrs. Johan Synnestvedt 

L E T ' S G E T O N W I T H I T ! 
by Rev. George D. McCurdy 

G O O D F O R C H R I S T M A S G I F T S 
C O R R E C T I O N 
S W E D E N B O R G S C H O O L O F R E L I G I O N 
N E W A D M I N I S T R A T O R S I N R E C O R D E N R O L L M E N T Y E A R 
A L M O N T S U M M E R S C H O O L 1970 

by Ruth Brandau 
1970 F R Y E B U R G N E W C H U R C H A S S E M B L Y 

by Miss F. M. Greene 
C H R I S T M A S B O O K S 
J O U R N E Y I N W A R D 

by A lire Spear 
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