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L E T T E R F R O M T H E E D I T O R 

T h i s m o n t h ' s art ic les o n " T h e C h u r c h i n the Seven­
t i e s " and " T h e Place o f C r e a t i v i t y i n t h e N e w 
C h u r c h , " may be seen as p a r t o f a spontaneous ly 
generated series o f art ic les i n recent m o n t h s i n 
w h i c h t h e f u t u r e o f t h e c h u r c h is v i ewed i n a sub­
s t a n t i a l l y d i f f e r e n t w a y t h a n i t has been i n t h e 
past. I n b r o a d general it ies w h i c h m u s t a l l o w f o r a 
var i e ty o f except i ons , t h i s c u r r e n t m o o d m a y be 
seen as t h e f o u r t h i n a series o f stages. F i r s t , a n d 
n o t t o o l o n g ago, there was a stage o f u n c r i t i c a l op ­
t i m i s m i n w h i c h t h e f u t u r e o f t h e c h u r c h was seen 
as n a t u r a l l y and i n e v i t a b l y b e t t e r t h a n t h e present 
—or even t h e past—for any one o f a v a r i e t y o f rea­
sons (some o f w h i c h were m u t u a l l y i n c o m p a t i b l e ) . 
T h e n there was a stage o f c r i t i c a l i n t r o s p e c t i o n , 
and agonized g n a w i n g and w o r r y i n g o f the q u e r y , 
" W h a t is w r o n g w i t h u s ? " T h e n , m o s t r e c e n t l y , 
there has been a p e r i o d i n w h i c h specif ic diagnosis 
has been de-emphasized i n favor o f the strongest 
possible insistence t h a t whatever is w r o n g w i t h us 
as a c h u r c h ( e i ther as Chr is t ians i n general or Swe­
d e n b o r g i a n Chr is t ians i n p a r t i c u l a r ) , i t is very seri­
ous indeed : a "sickness u n t o d e a t h " t h a t cannot be 
cured w i t h o u t t h e m o s t rad i ca l surgery a n d t r e a t ­
m e n t . N o w , the concern seems t o be w i t h w h a t 
t h e f u t u r e can be l i k e : h o w i t m a y be b e t t e r , n o t 
i n e v i t a b l y b u t i f we have the ins ight a n d t h e w i l l . 
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T h i s progression w h i c h has been f o l l o w e d t o some 
e x t e n t i n m a n y segments o f the C h r i s t i a n c h u r c h , 
and i n o t h e r i n s t i t u t i o n s o f o u r day , m a y be a 
h e a l t h y course o f d e v e l o p m e n t , a n d perhaps even 
a necessary one . T o say t h i s , means t o say at t h e 
same t i m e t h a t none o f the past m o o d s were i n ­
t r i n s i c a l l y " w r o n g " i n any w a y , and t h a t t h e pre ­
sent is no m o r e " b e t t e r " t h a n t o d a y is b e t t e r t h a n 
yesterday o r b e t t e r t h a n t o m o r r o w . T o say th i s is 
also t o say t h a t o u r c h u r c h as an i n s t i t u t i o n , o r at 
least as a congregat ion , is a l ive , f o r o n l y l i f e gen­
erates change. 

T h i s d e v e l o p m e n t w h i c h I observe i n t h e t h i n k i n g 
o f i n d i v i d u a l s w i t h i n the c h u r c h has been paral le led 
i n a w a y b y m o r e vis ible c o m m u n a l deve lopments 
at t h e n a t i o n a l level o f t h e c h u r c h i tse l f . F o r i n ­
stance, t h e U r b a n a C o n s u l t a t i o n i n t h e summer o f 
1 9 6 8 began at t h e t h i r d o f the sequence o f stages I 
have j u s t descr ibed, b u t f in i shed i t s w o r k s o l i d l y i n 
the f o u r t h stage—the one t h a t seems character ist i c 
o f t h e present . Assoc ia t i on meet ings i m m e d i a t e l y 
f o l l o w i n g (and i n f l u e n c e d b y ) t h e U r b a n a Consu l ta ­
t i o n d i sp layed the same m o o d i n v a r y i n g degrees o f 
i n t e n s i t y : t h e C a l i f o r n i a and Massachusetts Asso­
c iat ions a f f o r d t w o examples t h a t I a m aware o f . 
T h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h e t e a m m i n i s t r y a n d new 
p r o g r a m at K e m p e r R o a d C o m m u n i t y C h u r c h o r i g ­
i n a t e d at a b o u t t h e same t i m e , a n d n o t w i t h o u t 
c o n n e c t i o n . A special m e e t i n g last S p r i n g o f t h e 
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T H E C H U R C H IN T H E S E V E N T I E S 
by Othmar Tobisch 

Y o u u n d o u b t e d l y have heard m a n y forecasts f o r 
t h e 70 's b y newscasters, c o m m e n t a t o r s , a n d maga­
zine f eature w r i t e r s . 

M a y I be t h e n p a r d o n e d i f I t a k e u p t h e subject 
also, t h i s t i m e o n beha l f o f t h e C h u r c h , a n d l o o k 
i n t o t h e f u t u r e o f o u r be loved N e w C h u r c h , t o 
see w h a t m i g h t be h a p p e n i n g t o her i n the c o m i n g 
decade. 

Perhaps I s h o u l d de f ine the t e r m church, used i n 
so m a n y meanings a n d i n so m a n y c o n n o t a t i o n s . 

1 . I d o n o t w a n t t o speak o f t h e phys i ca l b u i l d ­
ings, sanctuaries, par i sh houses, and parsonages. 
T h a t is a subject t o w h i c h o u r d i r e c t o r s a n d t r u s ­
tees pay p a i n s t a k i n g a t t e n t i o n i n each l o c a l i t y . 

2. I do n o t w i s h t o speak o f t h e church as a 
c o r p o r a t i o n , a legal e n t i t y , as an a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 
b o d y even, t h e care o f w h i c h is again i n t h e hands 
o f t h e above -ment i oned o f f i cers . 

3. I d o , however , w i s h t o speak o f t h e church 
as t h e K i n g d o m o f Heaven o n e a r t h ; also as t h e 
L o r d used t h e t e r m : " O N T H I S R O C K W I L L I 
B U I L D M Y C H U R C H , " t o evangelize t h e secular 
p o w e r s t h a t t h e y m a y c o n f o r m m o r e t o the ideal 
o f o u r L o r d and Master Jesus C h r i s t . 

4. I n p a r t i c u l a r I w o u l d l i k e t o speak a b o u t o u r 
o w n c o m m u n i t y o f Chr i s t ians , t h e N e w Jerusalem 
C h u r c h , t h o u g h t h i s name seems t o have become 
less used, except i n legal papers. 

W h e n we l o o k i n t o the f u t u r e o f the w h o l e C H R I S ­
T I A N C H U R C H , t h e Pro tes tant , O r t h o d o x a n d 
C a t h o l i c bodies , organized i n var ious and s u n d r y 
c o m m u n i o n s , we see vast changes t a k i n g place. 

M o s t s t a r t l i n g , u n e x p e c t e d a n d g r a t i f y i n g are t h e 
changes t a k i n g place s l o w l y i n t h e R o m a n C a t h o l i c 
C h u r e h . S t a r t e d b y Pope J o h n X X I I I , t h e R E ­
N E W A L v i rus is w o r k i n g i n m a n y d i r e c t i o n s and 
f i n d s , alas, also m a n y enemies a n d countermoves , 
as t y p i f i e d b y t h e struggle c oncern ing contracep­
t i o n a n d cel ibacy o f priests. H o w e v e r , w h a t once 
was s t a r t e d , w i l l c o n t i n u e t o f e r m e n t i n t h e m e d i ­

eval b o d y o f t h e H o l y R o m a n C a t h o l i c C h u r c h , 
and t h e forecast o f S w e d e n b o r g ; " . . t h a t h e n c e f o r t h 
t h e C h u r c h i n m a t t e r s o f f a i t h w i l l be i n greater 
f r e e d o m , " is v e r i l y be ing f u l f i l l e d be fore o u r eyes. 

I n the Pro tes tant Churches m a n y changes are t a k ­
i n g place. 

a) I n t h e l i t u r g i c a l f i e l d m a n y new f o r m s o f w o r ­
ship are be ing t r i e d b y d i f f e r e n t churches . We h a d 
a m o s t recent example i n t h e e r s twhi l e staid and 
t r a d i t i o n a l m o r n i n g w o r s h i p o f the A n n u a l Pastoral 
Conference o f t h e Pacif ic Schoo l o f R e l i g i o n at 
Berke l ey . Last week I was s tar t l ed t o see the w h o l e 
chancel m o d i f i e d , t h e ecclesiastical f u r n i t u r e was 
gone, i n place were t w o h i g h step-ladders a n d a 
huge sheet hang ing b e t w e e n f o r slide p r o j e c t i o n . 
T e x t o f songs, b o t h f o l k a n d t r a d i t i o n a l , were cast 
u p o n t h e wal l s o f t h e c h u r c h . G u i t a r s s t r u m m e d , 
crooners c r o o n e d . 

I a t t e n d e d a seminar: " T H E P R E S E N T L I ­
T U R G I C A L C R I S I S A N D R E N E W A L E F F O R T S , " 
leader was R o b e r t E . L u c c o c k , professor o f W o r ­
ship a n d Preaching , S c h o o l o f T h e o l o g y o f B o s t o n 
U n i v e r s i t y . T h e audience c o n t r i b u t e d l i b e r a l l y w i t h 
examples o f a l l sorts o f i n n o v a t i o n s be ing t r i e d , 
b o t h inside t h e sanctuary and o u t o n t h e street . 
We have seen a s imi lar change at o u r last Genera l 
C o n v e n t i o n at C l a r e m o n t , Ca l i f . , p a r t i c u l a r l y b y 
t h e younger min i s t e r s . 

A s t h ere , so also i n o t h e r churches , there was 
m u c h c r i t i c i s m and resistance t o these changes. 
Some churches have a c t u a l l y developed t w o c o n ­
gregations, t h e t r a d i t i o n a l worsh ippers and t h e i n ­
novators . I n t h e San Franc isco Soc ie ty t h i s became 
a fact t w o years ago, w i t h r e s u l t a n t c o n f r o n t a t i o n 
a n d dialogs, w h i c h some o f y o u w i l l r e m e m b e r . 

T h e w i n d s o f change are b l o w i n g , t h e y say. 
Some c l a i m i t is t h e h o l y w i n d , t h e p n e u m a h a g i o n , 
w h i c h can be t rans la ted e i ther as t h e h o l y w i n d o r 
h o l y s p i r i t . 

L a y m e n are m o r e and m o r e be ing asked n o t 
o n l y t o p a r t i c i p a t e , b u t also t o i n n o v a t e new l i t u r ­
gical f o r m s . We have evidence o f t h i s also i n o u r 
d e n o m i n a t i o n , p a r t i c u l a r l y a m o n g t h e y o u n g peo­
p le . N o w these are o u t w a r d f o r m s a n d mani fes ta ­
t i o n s o f an i n n e r change t a k i n g place . W h a t is th i s 
inner change? 

b ) One m i g h t be t e m p t e d t o say t h a t Sweden-



b o r g foresaw th i s inner change w h e n he t a l k e d 
a b o u t t h e N E W C H U R C H o f t h e L O R D . F i r s t o f 
a l l , i t was greater f r e e d o m i n t h i n k i n g a b o u t one's 
f a i t h , a b o u t G o d , a b o u t the sa lvat ion o f m a n , a b o u t 
" char i tas '—human- l ove - re la t i onsh ips ; second, i t was 
a new hones ty demanded o f t h e new C h r i s t i a n . 
H i s w h o l e l i f e m u s t c o n f o r m w i t h his f a i t h . He was 
n o t o n l y t o c o n f i r m his allegiance t o t h e L o r d G o d 
Jesus C h r i s t b y w o r d s , b u t also l ive a l i f e a c cord ing 
t o His c o m m a n d m e n t s . I t h i n k t h i s is p r e t t y o b ­
vious t o the reader o f o u r doc t r ines . W i t h o u t t h e 
c o r r e s p o n d i n g l i f e o f love , a l l f a i t h is D E A D . Some­
t h i n g l i k e th i s is b r e w i n g i n t h e evangelical churches , 
t o o 

T h e i n s t i t u t i o n a l churches m e a n less t o peo­
p le . I t is said t h a t n o t h i n g is h a p p e n i n g i n t h e c o n ­
gregations w h i c h Sunday af ter Sunday sing praises 
t o t h e L o r d and asks His p r o t e c t i o n f r o m a l l evils. 
M i n i s t e r s are g e t t i n g restless a n d f r u s t r a t e d in t h e i r 
j o b s as par i sh priests and pastors . T h i s is also ob ­
v ious i n the General C o n v e n t i o n , where several o f 
o u r min i s te rs have entered , o r are e n t e r i n g , secular 
j obs . T h e y say, l i k e one o f t h e m , " I can d o far 
m o r e f o r m y c h u r c h i n t h e contacts w h i c h I m a k e 
sel l ing i n s u r a n c e . " T h e " w o r k e r - a p o s t l e " is a sign 

o f the t i m e s . 

Seminarians n o longer w a n t t o become a d ­
m i n i s t r a t i v e employees o f a congregat i on . T h e y 
w a n t t o evangelize t h e secular w o r l d , a n d t h a t t h e y 
can do o n l y outs ide the c h u r c h . " G o ye i n t o a l l 
t h e w o r l d and m a k e disciples f o r me o f a l l n a t i o n s . " 
T h i s c o m m a n d m e n t o f o u r L o r d is r i n g i n g i n t h e i r 
ears a n d f o r c i n g t h e m t o seek new ways o f serving 
t h e i r L o r d . 

Pro f . D r . J o h n H . O t w e l l o f t h e Pac. Schoo l 
o f R e l i g i o n , a keen observer o f t h e c o n t e m p o r a r y 
scene o n t h e U n i v . o f Ca l i f , campus a n d i n semi­
naries says,that t h e ideal i sm o f y o u n g m e n is as h i g h 
as ever, b u t t h e c o n v e n t i o n a l congregat ion is n o 
longer t h e channel o f t h e i r choice t o be apostles o f 
t h e C h r i s t . 

" L e t us then look into the future and f ind 
confidence that in our laity lies the strength 
and the future o f our church . " 

I p i c k e d u p a fly-sheet d i s t r i b u t e d b y t h e 

m o s t rad i ca l g r o u p at PSR. I n i t is t h e o m i n o u s 
u n d e r t o n e o f a changing m i n i s t r y . I a m q u o t i n g : 

M I N I S T E R S F O R S E M I N A R Y R E N E W A L 

"Who are these ministers? T h e y are m e n a n d 
w o m e n w h o see t h e need f o r rad i ca l r enewal o f t h e 
educa t i ona l s t ruc tures o f present day seminaries. 
R e f l e c t i o n , research and a c t i o n , are a f ew o f the 
tact ics w h i c h are seen as necessary i n o r d e r t o 
i n i t i a t e s ign i f i cant change i n the seminaries—in the 
church—and in the world!!! Rad i ca l s t r u c t u r a l 
change is seen as necessary i n t h e seminaries i f the 
c h u r c h is t o t a k e seriously t h e task o f p r o v i d i n g 
c o m p e t e n t people f o r the leadership o f the c h u r c h 
i n t h e w o r l d . A n y o n e w h o def ines his r o l e as ser­
vant i n the a t t e m p t t o w o r k f o r the f u l f i l l m e n t o f 
t h e needs o f his b r o t h e r is w e l c o m e . " 

"What does MSR do? M S R emphasises " I n q u i r y -
A c t i o n " as a s trategy . " I n q u i r y " is the a t t e m p t t o 
de f ine t h e w a y i n w h i c h t h e seminary and the 
c h u r c h can p a r t i c i p a t e i n t h e o n g o i n g l i b e r a t i o n o f 
oppressed people—be t h e y b l a c k , r e d , y e l l o w or 
w h i t e . T h e a t t e m p t is made t o i d e n t i f y t h e econo­
mic , p o l i t i c a l , social a n d c u l t u r a l s t ruc tures w h i c h 
cause t h e present " r e a l i t y " o f oppressed a n d pos­
sessed people . " A c t i o n " is the use o f d a t a , gather­
ed t h r o u g h " I n q u i r y , " i n o rder t o create a " n e w " 
r e a l i t y o f a m o r e h u m a n e e x i s t e n c e . " 

"How was MSR formed? A g r o u p o f seminary 
s tudents saw h o w t h e seminary has n o t been p r o ­
v i d i n g t h e t y p e o f t oo l s w h i c h are adequate t o a l ­
l o w a person t o serve h is b r o t h e r . T h i s is re ­
f l e c ted i n the emphasis o f m a n y seminary c u r r i -
c u l u m s w h i c h stress o u t m o d e d areas o f c oncern , 
t a u g h t b y people w h o have fa i l ed t o keep u p w i t h 
t h e w a y l i f e i s . " 

I n o u r survey o f the t rends vis ible i n t h e C h r i s t i a n 
churches , we c a n n o t leave o u t t h e N A T I O N A L 
C O U N C I L O F C H U R C H E S and i t s meet ings . I n 
t h e J a n u a r y Messenger w e have a f i n e r e p o r t f r o m 
five m e n w h o represented us t h e r e . These were 
t h e v i t a l issues w i t h w h i c h the C O U N C I L was c o n ­
cerned : 

1. Issues aris ing f r o m A m e r i c a ' s w a r i n V i e t n a m 
2. A l l e g e d massacres o f c iv i l ians i n V i e t n a m 
3. Reso lu t i ons ca l l ing f o r an end o f Soviet oc­

c u p a t i o n o f Czechoslovakia 



4. Disp laced Palestinians 
5. Consc ient ious Ob je c to r s 
6. Peaceful dissent i n pro tes t o f the w a r 
7. Endorsed A d m i n i s t r a t i o n i n i t i a t i v e s t o end 

use o f chemica l a n d b i o l og i ca l w a r weapons 
8. O n domest i c issues, the A s s e m b l y was con ­

f r o n t e d w i t h v igorous presentat ions i n beha l f o f 
t h e r i g h t s and c la ims o f w o m e n , y o u t h , t h e p o o r , 
b lack A m e r i c a n s , A m e r i c a n I n d i a n s , Hispano A m e r ­
icans and A l a s k a n nat ives . 

9. Pastoral care f o r a n d tang ib le a id t o some 
6 0 , 0 0 0 d r a f t age refugees n o w i n Canada 

10 . B lack M a n i f e s t o a u t h o r James F o r m a n de­
m a n d e d d i s t r i b u t i o n o f t h e o rgan iza t i on ' s assets as 
reparat i ons t o Negroes 

11. P o p u l a t i o n c o n t r o l f o r t h e U .S . a n d also aid 
t o o t h e r countr i es i n t h a t f i e l d 

12. H u n g e r , f u l l e m p l o y m e n t , i n c o m e m a i n t e n ­
ance a n d d i r e c t feed ing f o r t h e n a t i o n ' s under ­
n o u r i s h e d p o o r 

Repeated ly d u r i n g t h e f o u r - d a y assembly m e e t i n g , 
t h e emerg ing b lack c r i t i q u e o f t r a d i t i o n a l w h i t e 
i n s t i t u t i o n a l a n d personal sty le was v igorous ly ex­
pressed i n f o r m a l presentat ions a n d unscheduled 
floor debate . T h e " o p e n f o r u m " aspect, increas­
i n g l y apparent as t h e assembly m o v e d a long , was 
r e i n f o r c e d b y ac t iv i t i es o f y o u t h , and church - re ­
n e w a l groups , g ranted o r seizing t i m e f o r d r a m a t i c 
act ions be fore and a m o n g the delegates and v i s i t o rs . 

N o t e i n t h e c o n c l u s i o n the " i n a u g u r a l " r emarks o f 
t h e new President—a w o m a n ( f o r the f i r s t t i m e ) — 
M r s . T h e o d o r e 0 . W e d e l : 

" T h i s A s s e m b l y has c e r t a i n l y t o l d us—loud and 
c lear—that o u r o l d ways o f d o i n g th ings are n o t 
adequate . T h e r e m u s t be b ig changes, a n d t h e y 
m u s t be made faster t h a n we t h i n k possible . 
I ' m q u i t e sure t h a t God—along w i t h the y o u n g , 
t h e Blacks and others—cares very l i t t l e f o r o u r 
t r a d i t i o n s , o u r accustomed procedures , o r m a y ­
be even f o r R o b e r t s ' R u l e o f O r d e r . 

I d o n ' t k n o w t o n i g h t w h a t these changes w i l l be. 
B u t I do k n o w a f e w th ings . 

1. T h e r e is a great v i t a l i t y i n th i s m o v e m e n t i n 
w h i c h we are engaged. T h e l iveliness o f t h i s 
A s s e m b l y attests t o t h a t . 

2. There are great m o r a l d i l e m m a s fa c ing o u r 
n a t i o n and t h e w o r l d t o d a y . T h e C h u r c h 
m u s t n o t j u s t " s p e a k " t o these. We have t o 
f i n d ways t o ac t ! 

3. We have i n the Churches and i n t h e N C C 
great reserves o f a b i l i t y , c r e a t i v i t y a n d good 
w i l l . We can a n d m u s t m o b i l i z e these f o r b o l d 
new t h r u s t s f o r peace, jus t i c e a n d u n i t y . " 

I w a n t t o cal l y o u r a t t e n t i o n t o the character is t i c 
o f a l l these concerns. T h e o l o g y has m o v e d i n t o 
the b a c k g r o u n d and " c h a r i t a s " — l o v e , good w o r k s , 
a n d t h e " f r u i t s o f C h r i s t i a n f a i t h " are m o r e t h a n 
ever emphas ized . I c o u l d go o n present ing s t i l l 
m o r e evidence, b u t th i s m u s t be enough f o r t o d a y . 

" I p r o p o s e t h a t v e r y s e n s i t i v e , a r t i s t i c , c r e a ­

t i v e a n d s p i r i t u a l l y a l e r t g r o u p s s p e n d d a y s 

i n r e t r e a t i n m e d i t a t i o n a n d s t u d y , a n d 

c o m e u p w i t h a w o r s h i p s e r v i c e t h a t i s 

d e e p l y t o u c h i n g o u r o w n s u b c o n s c i o u s e n ­

v i r o n m e n t o f t h e s p i r i t u a l w o r l d . " 

L e t us n o w t u r n our a t t e n t i o n t o o u r o w n churches 
i n the A S S O C I A T I O N . A s o f n o w F I V E congrega­
t i o n s o n t h e Paci f ic coast are be ing served b y lay 
people , w i t h t h e occasional he lp o f o r d a i n e d m i n i s ­
ters . T h e y seem t o do very w e l l . I t takes m e back 
t o V i e n n a w h e r e , as a twe lve year o l d b o y , I was 
i n t r o d u c e d t o t h e N e w C h u r c h i n a o n e - r o o m 
" h o u s e - c h u r c h " o f a Viennese a p a r t m e n t house. 
L a y people h e l d services every Sunday under p o ­
l ice survei l lance . Occas ional ly t h e N e w C h u r c h 
m i n i s t e r f r o m Z u r i c h came f o r a v i s i t . T h e p r i m i ­
t ive C h r i s t i a n c h u r c h was, o f course, s tarted b y lay 
people , led b y l a y m e n , n u r t u r e d and defended b y 
t h e m against t h e v i r u l e n t a t tacks o f the m i g h t y 
R o m a n State . I t t h r i v e d . 

L e t us t h e n l o o k i n t o t h e f u t u r e and f i n d c o n f i ­
dence t h a t i n o u r l a i t y lies t h e s t r e n g t h and t h e 
f u t u r e o f o u r c h u r c h o n the Pacif ic coast a n d else­
w h e r e . L a y m e n have carr ied t h e D O C T R I N E S O F 
T H E N E W J E R U S A L E M i n the last c e n t u r y t o San 
Franc i s co , L o s Angeles , Oregon and elsewhere. 
T h e y have d i s t r i b u t e d b o o k s b y Swedenborg , 
showed t h e m t o t h e i r f r i ends , e x t o l l e d the Second 
C o m i n g i n the W o r d and i n the w o r l d , ra ther t h a n 
i n t h e c louds . These lay forces are o u r f u t u r e . We 
need renewal o f enthus iasm i n the m e t h o d o f t h e 
Seer, w h o i n i t i a t e d evangelism b y t h e p r i n t e d w o r d . 
I n t h e b e g i n n i n g was the W o r d . T h e W o r d was the 



l i g h t o f m e n . N o darkness c o u l d overcome t h e 
L i g h t f r o m Heaven. T h e S w e d e n b o r g F o u n d a t i o n 
is d o i n g m a g n i f i c e n t w o r k i n t h i s respect . I t de­
serves o u r f u l l s u p p o r t . 

There w i l l be renewal i n o u r l i t u r g y , i n t h e m o d e o f 
w o r s h i p we f i n d m e a n i n g f u l . I t is n o t a j u g g l i n g o f 
r u b r i c s , o f one e l ement o f w o r s h i p w i t h a n o t h e r . 
People w h o w o r s h i p m u s t feel t h e presence o f t h e 
D i v i n e w i t h t h e m , t h e awe a n d the t h r i l l t h a t goes 
w i t h i t . I n the N e w C h u r c h we have an e n o r m o u s 
b o d y o f s y m b o l i s m f o r w h i c h t h e i n n o v a t o r s crave. 
We say t h a t a l l n a t u r a l creat ion is t h e s y m b o l o f 
G o d o n e a r t h . " T h e u n i v e r s e , " says Swedenborg , 
" i s t h e theat re representat ive o f the L o r d ' s K i n g ­
d o m a n d o f the L o r d H i m s e l f . " A 3 4 8 3 T o show 
th i s s y m b o l i s m we made a b e g i n n i n g i n t h e c h u r c h 
a r c h i t e c t u r e i n San Franc i s co , a n d carr ied i t o n i n 
t h e W a y f a r e r s ' Chape l . B u t m o r e m u s t be done . 

Houses o f w o r s h i p m u s t change. D o we have t o 
c o n t i n u e t o w o r s h i p i n pseudo g o t h i c stone caves? 

We have s h o w n i n C l a r e m o n t , S p l i t M o u n t a i n C a m p , 
o n M t . R u b i d o u x , o n Pawnee R o c k i n Kansas, o n 
t o p o f the Palos Verdes H i l l s , t h a t G o d is i n His 
h o l y t e m p l e even t h e r e , and m o r e so. T h e sky , the 
trees, t h e b i rds , the f l owers , a l l these declare the 
g l o r y o f G o d , and w h y s h o u l d n o t we do l ikewise 
i n His very creat ion? 

I propose t h a t very sensitive, a r t i s t i c , creative and 
s p i r i t u a l l y a lert groups spend days i n re t reat i n 
m e d i t a t i o n a n d s t u d y , and come u p w i t h a w o r s h i p 
service t h a t is deeply t o u c h i n g o u r o w n subcon­
scious e n v i r o n m e n t o f the s p i r i t u a l w o r l d . T h e r e , 
i n th i s inner w o r l d o f ours , angels create a w o r s h i p 
e n v i r o n m e n t o u t o f feelings and t h o u g h t s o f t h e i r 
o w n personal i t ies . O u r subconscious has contac t 
w i t h sp i r i t s and angels. H o w far can we go i n th i s 
respect o n earth? We can establish symbo l s , give 
expressions to o u r t h o u g h t s , le t o u r bodies express 
h o l y feel ings, p u t o u r s ign i f i cant d r e a m images o n 
the stage o f the chancel and o f f e r t h e m as o u r 
b u r n t - o f f e r i n g s t o the A l m i g h t y . These ideas are 
be ing t r i e d i n some churches t o d a y a l ready . 

A c h u r c h is, b y N e w C h u r c h d e f i n i t i o n , a c o m ­
m u n i o n o f l i k e - m i n d e d people w h o are h o l d i n g a 
specif ic d o c t r i n e , o r set o f d o c t r i n e s , and have b y 
t h e m a s p i r i t u a l u n d e r s t a n d i n g o i the W o r d o f G o d . 
Not only that! T h e y M U S T , f r o m th i s base, go 
f o r t h and c l o the t h e i r t r u t h s o f f a i t h , w h i c h is a 
mere ske le ton , w i t h the f lesh o f t h e i r l ives. T h e 

k e y t h o u g h t is t h i s , s o m e w h a t paraphrased : 

T h e C h u r c h is the c h u r c h o n t h i s g r o u n d t h a t 
i ts members lead a L I F E accord ing t o the 
W o r d — a c c o r d i n g t o i t s e th i ca l precepts acc. t o 
d o c t r i n e der ived f r o m the W o r d , — t h e d o c t r i n e 
o f M U T U A L and M A R R I A G E L O V E * , - a n d 
th i s t each ing is t h e i r r u l e o f l i f e . A 6 6 3 7 

So t h e n , t h e C h u r c h is no longer a c o r p o r a t i o n , o r 
even a congregat i on , b u t a commune of people 
with certain life-rules w h i c h t h e y a r d e n t l y pursue 
t oge ther t o achieve the happiness o f t h e i r s p i r i t u a l 
selves! I t is the heavenly soc iety o f the H o m o 
M a x i m u s . 

I n t h i s a l l , however , is s t i l l the f i r m s t r u c t u r e , the 
bones o f the " G r a n d M a n , " w i t h o u t w h i c h t h e 
f lesh w o u l d col lapse. T h i s b o n y s t r u c t u r e is t h e 
D O C T R I N E S O F T H E N E W J E R U S A L E M . I can­
n o t see a n y f u t u r e ahead f o r o u r d e n o m i n a t i o n 
w i t h o u t t h a t d i s t i n c t i v e c o n t r i b u t i o n t o the t h e o l ­
ogy o f the C h r i s t i a n C h u r c h as a w h o l e . A n d the 
most g l o r i ous c o n t r i b u t i o n is t h i s , t h a t w e w o r s h i p 
t h e L O R D G O D , t h e g l o r i f i e d h u m a n i t y o f t h e 
D i v i n e , t h e L O R D J E S U S C H R I S T c r u c i f i e d a n d 
G L O R I F I E D . T h e C h r i s t i a n C h u r c h , any C h r i s t i a n 
C h u r c h , w o r t h y o f t h i s n a m e , is c o m m i t t e d t o p u t 
H I M i n t o t h e center o f i t s l i f e a n d w o r s h i p . F r o m 
t h e G o d h e a d f l o w s the l i f e o f the C h u r c h . F r o m 
t h e G o d h e a d w h i c h dwe l l s c o m p l e t e l y e m b o d i e d 
i n C H R I S T ( C o l . 2 / 9 ) does t h e C h r i s t i a n C h u r c h 
past , present a n d f u t u r e take i t s l i f e . I f o u r N e w 
C h u r c h c o n t r i b u t i o n t o t h e o n g o i n g C h r i s t i a n re­
newal is j u s t t h a t , I a m deeply g r a t i f i e d . 

F r o m the persona l i ty o f o u r L o r d Jesus C h r i s t , as 
we strive t o unders tand H I M b y read ing the W o r d , 
by s t u d y i n g the teachings re lat ive t o H I M , p u t t i n g 
H I S pr inc ip l es i n t o o u r d a i l y l i f e , we shall e x p e r i ­
ence a ver i tab le r e n e w a l . I n n o v a t i o n s i n l i t u r g y , 
practices o f w o r s h i p , sacraments, programs , m e t h ­
ods, a l l these externals w i l l spontaneous ly f l o w 
f r o m o u r regenerated a t t i t u d e s . We need n o t w o r r y 
a b o u t t h e m or a r t i f i c i a l l y str ive f o r i n n o v a t i o n s ! 
T h e e x t e r n a l renewal o f the C h u r c h M U S T be a 
n a t u r a l consequence o f the i n t e r n a l r e - d e d i c a t i o n 
t o the L I F E and T E A C H I N G S o f o u r L o r d Jesus 
Chr i s t . " F o r apart f r o m M E , " he said, " y e can do 
n o t h i n g . "John 1 5 : 5 

* M a r r i a g e love is t h e f o u n d a t i o n love o f a l l loves. 
M 6 5 - 6 8 



c) M I S S I O N A N D O U T R E A C H - R e v . R o l l o B i l l i n g s 
and Rev. Chungsun Lee o f K o r e a 

W O R L D A S S E M B L Y WORKSHOPS 

I t h o u g h t i t w o u l d n o t be amiss t o w r i t e a short 
o u t l i n e o f t h e purpose and c o n t e n t o f the " W O R K ­
SHOPS " p l a n n e d f o r C o n v e n t i o n a t t e n d a n t s and f o r 

A L L those w h o w i s h t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n t h e m . 

A l t h o u g h the " W o r k s h o p s " d o n o t f o r m a p a r t o f 
t h e o f f i c i a l p r o g r a m o f the A S S E M B L Y , t h e y have 
been given a place o n the proceedings a n d , there ­
f o r e , a l l a t t e n d i n g the A S S E M B L Y are c o r d i a l l y i n ­
v i t ed t o p a r t i c i p a t e and share i n t h e m . 

T h e purpose o f these w o r k s h o p s is t o b r i n g o u t the 
present status and c o n d i t i o n s o f cer ta in aspects o f 
t h e N E W C H U R C H l i f e and w o r k . I t s h o u l d b r i n g 
f o r t h a sharing o f e x p e r i e n c e s , m e t h o d s , re ­
sults , and f u t u r e prospects and plans, b y w h i c h t h e 
l i f e and g r o w t h o f the L o r d ' s N e w C h u r c h can be 
enhanced t h r o u g h o u t the w o r l d . 

" C O M E A N D L E T U S R E A S O N T O G E T H E R " , 
may be the m o t t o f r o m Isaiah. T h e r e are f ive types 
o f these w o r k s h o p s . 

a) W O R S H I P and C H U R C H M U S I C - R e v . A n d r e 
D i a c o n o f f a n d Miss Jane Sugden 

T h e y w i l l present t h e "sources and approach t o 
w o r s h i p ; " " o b j e c t s a n d a i m s ; " " i n n o v a t i o n s i n w o r ­
ship f o r m s i n the U . S . " C o n d i t i o n s t o a id w o r s h i p : 
" a p p r o p r i a t e m u s i c , " " s i n g i n g o f the c o n g r e g a t i o n ; " 
" c o n t r i b u t i o n s the c h o i r m a k e s ; " a n d " i n s t r u m e n ­
t a l m u s i c . " 

b ) P R A Y E R A N D H E A L I N G - R e v . and M r s . B r i a n 
K ings lake 

T h e c h a i r m a n w r i t e s : " R e o u r seminar o n Prayer 
and Hea l ing o n J u l y 1st. I n the m o r n i n g session we 
shall have a t a l k and discussion o n t h e subject , 
w i t h a panel t o answer quest ions . J i l l ' s Prayer 
F e l l o w s h i p is p u b l i s h i n g a l i t t l e b o o k l e t w i t h ques­
t i o n s a n d answers, w h i c h c o u l d be d i s t r i b u t e d . I n 
the a f t e r n o o n , we shall have a Prayer G r o u p , arid 
also l a y i n g - o n - o f - H a n d s f o r a n y o n e w h o requests i t . 
W i l l i t be possible t o m a k e i t clear t h a t there w i l l 
be n o t h i n g spectacular or d r a m a t i c , and t h a t we 
mean " B l e s s i n g " j u s t as m u c h as we mean " H e a l ­
i n g . " O u r a i m , i f n o t o u r sole a i m , is t o he lp 
people t o d raw closer t o the L o r d i n love and f a i t h . " 

The c h a i r m a n w i l l o u t l i n e b r i e f l y the c o n d i t i o n s o f 
the w o r l d a r o u n d us and re f lec t o n past p e r f o r m ­
ances, n o t a lways ef fect ive n o r p r o d u c t i v e . H o w ­
ever, new t i m e s l ie ahead a n d we m u s t f i n d new 
means o f p r o c l a i m i n g the Gospel t h a t the L O R D 
J E S U S C H R I S T R E I G N S , and t h a t T H E A G E O F 
T H E N E W C H U R C H IS A H E A D . 

d) E D U C A T I O N - R e v . a n d M r s . F r a n k l i n B l a c k m e r 
Rev. .Mart in P r y k e o f the General C h u r c h 

I have n o t received any o u t l i n e f r o m these leaders, 
b u t assume t h a t t h e y w i l l exp l o re t h e vast poss ib i l i ­
ties o f a p p l y i n g N e w C h u r c h psycho l ogy t o a l l 
phases o f pedagogy and t h e e d u c a t i o n o f a l l ages. 

e) P U B L I C A T I O N S - M r . Tomas S p i e r s - S w e d e n -
b o r g F o u n d a t i o n 
Rev. R o b e r t S. Junge—of t h e General C h u r c h 

I have n o t received any o u t l i n e f o r the de l iberat i ons 
o f th is g r o u p . I assume t h a t t h e y w i l l scan the 
present and f u t u r e o f the p u b l i s h i n g d e p a r t m e n t s 
and o rgan izat i ons o f t h e Churches , l i k e the Sweden­
b o r g F o u n d a t i o n , the Swedenborg Soc ie ty , t h e 
General C h u r c h ' s p u b l i s h i n g e f f o r t s a n d , n o t t o 
f o rget t h e i m m e n s e l y successful w o r k o f t h e Rev. 
F r i e d e m a n n H o r n o f t h e S w e d e n b o r g V e r l a g , Z u ­
r i c h , S w i t z e r l a n d . 

T h i s g r o u p w i l l meet i n a n o t h e r l o c a t i o n , outs ide 
V i c t o r i a Hal ls . Place w i l l be a n n o u n c e d . 

I hope t h a t those w h o expressed interest i n these 
w o r k s h o p s , w i l l t h i n k a l ong these l ines , and w i l l 
p a r t i c i p a t e in t h e i r choice o f w o r k s h o p w i t h sharing 
ideas and experiences. T , r Othmar lobisch 



T H E P L A C E O F C R E A T I V I T Y 
IN T H E NEW C H U R C H 

C r e a t i v i t y i n a church? C o u l d we n o t imagine a l l 
o t h e r values m o r e easily t h a n t h i s one , i f we t h i n k 
o f most churches t oday? M o s t re l ig ions a n y w h e r e 
are d e t e r m i n e d b y t h e i r t r a d i t i o n s o f the past, b y 
f o r m u l a t e d dogmas and doc t r ines , o r at least b y the 
c o n v i c t i o n o f hav ing been called b y G o d t o serve i n 
the w a y as t h e y do at t h e present t i m e . A n y search 
f o r i n n o v a t i o n seems easily a t h r e a t t o the s truc ­
tures , o rganizat ions a n d habi ts—al l t h i s accounts 
f o r t h e fac t t h a t easily c r e a t i v i t y is regarded w i t h 
susp ic ion , at least i n a g o o d m a n y cases. 

A glance i n t o h i s t o r y . 

I n m o s t c i v i l i z a t i o n s , r e l i g i o n has been a m o n g the 
m o r e conservative e lements . Pr iest ly castes have 
w a t c h e d over ceremonies i n E g y p t f o r m i l l e n n i u m s , 
i n the m o r e f a m i l i a r h i s t o r y o f Israel we recognize 
a c o n t i n u a l t ens ion b e t w e e n p r o p h e t i c i n d i v i d u a l s 
o n one side a n d re l ig ious i n s t i t u t i o n s a r o u n d the 
t e m p l e o n t h e o t h e r side. T h e l i f e o f t h e L o r d was 
especially overshadowed b y a clash w i t h the re l ig ­
i ous es tab l i shment o f his t i m e , the p r i e s t h o o d , l aw­
yers and pharisees—and we k n o w w e l l , where t h i s 
struggle has ended . 

I n the b e g i n n i n g o f the C h r i s t i a n c h u r c h , the " g i f t s 
o f t h e s p i r i t , " even " speak ing i n t o n g u e s " a n d 
o t h e r k i n d s o f p r o p h e c y seems t o have been a f r e ­
q u e n t exper ience . M a n y early m o v e m e n t s t h a t 
were later b r a n d e d as " g n o s t i c " came amaz ing ly 
close t o S w e d e n b o r g . 1 V e r y soon , t h o u g h , a s t rong 
h ierarchy deve loped , w h i c h strangled every devia­
t i o n w i t h t h e curse o f t h e " A n a t h e m a , " a n d i n 
several instances m o d e r n h i s t o r y can show t h a t the 
basic i m p e t u s was a craving f o r p o w e r b y cleric i n ­
d iv idua ls and f a c t i o n s . 

A g a i n , t h e creative genius o f Swedenborg launched 
a b r o a d a t t a c k against t h e ent renched ranks o f an 
o r t h o d o x y , w h i c h h a d s t i f l ed the l i v i n g s p i r i t o f 
the R e f o r m a t i o n . 

I n o u r c h u r c h t o d a y , we are faced w i t h t h e p r o b ­
l e m again: D o we have t h e last w o r d i n o u r present 
o rgan izat i ons , i n o u r present i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s o f o u r 
doc t r ines , i n d i f f e r e n t countr i es where o u r c h u r c h 
has o b t a i n e d organized f o rms—or is t h i s , m a y b e , 
o n l y a s tepping-s tone , a s tart f o r deve lopments t h a t 
we m a y h a r d l y imagine t o d a y ? M a y b e t h e t i m e 

has come t o examine the m e a n i n g and ro le o f crea­
t i v i t y f r o m t h e o l o g i c a l , logical a n d p r a c t i c a l aspects 
i n the l i g h t o f o u r teachings a n d o u r exper ience , i n 
o rder t o see new f u n c t i o n s i n a new age. 

W h a t is " C r e a t i v i t y " ? 

T h e w o r d i t se l f is a m o d e r n c r e a t i o n , a n d as such i t 
does n o t have t h e u n c t i o n o f be ing m e n t i o n e d i n 
the b i b l e or i n t h e legacy l e f t b y Swedenborg , at 
least n o t i n any e x p l i c i t f o r m . A n y a l lus i on even 
t o a s imi lar concept is missing i n t r a d i t i o n a l creeds 
o f churches , i n c l u d i n g o u r o w n . I f we were t o de­
f ine i t , we m i g h t say t h a t i t is the capac i ty t o f i n d 
new so lu t i ons , a n d new uses i n a l l f ie lds o f h u m a n 
a c t i v i t y . A m o n g these f ie lds c o u l d be m e n t i o n e d 
a r t , p h i l o s o p h y and t e c h n o l o g y , b u t also a l l f ie lds 
o f h u m a n re la t i ons , especially teach ing and learn­
i n g , and c h u r c h ac t iv i t i es and w o r s h i p are no ex­
e m p t i o n . 

I f we start w i t h the w o r l d l y aspect, we m a y f i n d 
t h a t c r e a t i v i t y is re la ted t o i n t u i t i o n a n d is o f t e n so 
c a l l e d . 2 M o s t c i v i l i z a t i o n s , re l ig ions and churches 
show a creative phase i n t h e i r b e g i n n i n g , a p e r i o d 
o f f l o w e r i n g and d e v e l o p m e n t , and a p e r i o d o f i m ­
i t a t i o n a n d dec l ine . 3 

T h i s leads t o the q u e s t i o n , w h a t t h e deeper causes 
o f c r e a t i v i t y m i g h t be. T h i s c a n n o t be answered b y 
any science, n o t b y h i s t o r y o r p s y c h o l o g y , b u t o n l y 
b y a p h i l o s o p h i c a l analysis , w h i c h leads i n e v i t a b l y 
i n the d i r e c t i o n o f some u l t i m a t e causes. A s far as 
h u m a n searching can go , the answer m i g h t be t h a t 
t h e c r e a t i v i t y seems t o be i n p r o p o r t i o n t o t h e i n ­
t e n s i t y o f t h e desire f o r i t — i n o t h e r t e r m s : a l ove , 
an interest is the c o n d i t i o n f o r searching, as w e l l as 
f o r a l l o t h e r m e n t a l a c t i v i t y . T h i s love w i l l deter ­
m i n e the d i r e c t i o n o f e f f o r t s and t h e i r i n t e n s i t y . 
Y e t , th i s is n o t t h e o n l y c o n d i t i o n . I n o r d e r to de­
ve lop c r e a t i v i t y , a f a i r a m o u n t o f f r e e d o m m u s t be 
avai lable . I n suppressed n a t i o n s o r i n d i v i d u a l s we 
w i l l expect less c r e a t i v i t y t h a n i n a free soc i e ty , a n d 
t h i s m a y lead t o a new d e f i n i t i o n o f c r e a t i v i t y i t ­
self: an o u t r e a c h i n g a c t i v i t y f r o m f r e e d o m . Crea­
t i v i t y is p r o p o r t i o n a t e t o f r e e d o m , as t h i s has been 
proved b y i n t e r e s t i n g e x p e r i m e n t s t o o . 4 

Pursuing o u r i n q u i r y even t o a higher leve l : here is 
a specif ic aspect o f t h e image and likeness o f G o d , 
w h o is t h e o n l y Creator . He shows His p o w e r b y 
p lac ing a cer ta in l i m i t e d a m o u n t i n t o the hands o f 
m a n , i n d i v i d u a l l y and co l l e c t i ve ly . A l l o u r creat ions 



are o n l y new c o m b i n a t i o n s o f ex i s t ing elements and 
substances—only G o d can create o f H i m s e l f w h a t 
has never ex is ted be fore . His a c t i o n and i n f l u x t h e n 
is t h e u l t i m a t e cause o f the c r e a t i v i t y o f a l l l i f e , 
and we w i l l n o t go w r o n g , i f we assume t h a t crea­
t i v i t y is a q u a l i t y o f the celestial r e a l m , where G o d 
can share m o s t i n t i m a t e l y His e f f o r t s w i t h h u m a n 
s p i r i t s . 

O f course the h u m a n r e a l i z a t i o n o f D i v i n e p o t e n ­
t ials w i l l a lways be f i n i t e and i m p e r f e c t — y e t w i t h 
i n f i n i t e new p o t e n t i a l i t i e s f o r advancement and 
i m p r o v e m e n t . 

C r e a t i v i t y i n m o d e r n l i f e . 

Especia l ly since t h e t i m e o f the last j u d g m e n t , an 
increasing f r e e d o m has come, as i t h a d been pre­
d i c t e d by Swedenborg . 5 M o d e r n science and te ch ­
n o l o g y have b r o u g h t deep changes, w h i c h invo lve 
also t h e f o r m s o f soc iety and a l l ways o f t h i n k i n g . 
T h i s change seems t o be go ing o n i n a faster and 
faster pace—and c r e a t i v i t y seems t o be the tireless 
m o t o r o f t h i s t r a n s f o r m a t i o n . T h e f o u n d a t i o n s o f 
our mora ls and a l l t h i n k i n g are b e c o m i n g i n v o l v e d , 
and there is no w a y back . 

R e f l e c t i o n a b o u t c r e a t i v i t y i tsel f is ra ther recent , 
and a m o u n t s t o a process o f s low d iscovery , w i t h 
increasing l i t e r a t u r e o n t h e subject . (Seea selective 
b i b l i o g r a p h y at t h e end o f t h e art i c le ) . Y e t , there 
are also s t rong forces w h i c h oppose c r e a t i v i t y i t se l f . 
M o s t schools have great d i f f i c u l t i e s t o acknowledge 
or i n c o r p o r a t e c r e a t i v i t y i n t h e i r p rograms—not t o 
speak o f deve lop ing i t . E x p e r i m e n t s o f p s y c h o l o ­
gists have s h o w n t h a t c r e a t i v i t y can be developed 
b y special e d u c a t i o n a l t echniques , 6 b u t the general 
pract i ce is n o t favorable t o i t . A s m e n t i o n e d be­
f o r e , m a n y organ iza t i ons oppose creative e f f o r t s , 
because i t upsets programs and order and weakens 
d i s c ip l ine . A n y r o u t i n e is chal lenged, i f there arc 
youngsters w i t h d i f f e r e n t ideas. I t is m u c h m o r e 
easy t o cal l f o r mediocre p lodders—and a g o o d deal 
o f teacher e d u c a t i o n seems designed t o develop 
j u s t such p lodders t h a t are he ld t o i m i t a t e the past 
and t h e p r o v e n o l d ways . Does n o t e d u c a t i o n i tse l f 
l o o k t o the past b y necessity, c onvey ing t h e l i t e r a ­
t u r e a n d experiences o f t i m e s t h a t l ie b e h i n d us. 
A n d y e t — e d u c a t i o n is idea l ly a p r e p a r a t i o n f o r the 
f u t u r e ! There have been m o v e m e n t s t h a t t r i e d t o 
break away f r o m a l l t h i s : t h e D e w e y and M o n t e s -
sor i schools, progressive e d u c a t i o n etc. A l t h o u g h 
A m e r i c a has p r o b a b l y m o r e o f t h e m t h a n m o s t 

o t h e r parts o f t h e w o r l d , i t is n o t very m u c h t h a t is 
be ing d o n e , i f the w h o l e p i c t u r e is c o n t e m p l a t e d . 
H o w o f t e n are c h i l d r e n discouraged, s t i f l e d , p u n ­
ished and r i d i c u l e d f o r " r e b e l l i o n " o r d isobedience , 
w h e n i n r e a l i t y there was a creative and c r i t i c a l 
e f f o r t as the u n d e r l y i n g m o t i v e . Espec ia l ly i n 
churches we see at t imes r i g i d i t y , self-righteousness 
and a u t h o r i t a r i a n i s m y e t . Some Sunday schools de­
ve lop ro le -p lay w i t h scenes f r o m t h e B i b l e , and i n 
business there is h i g h r e w a r d f o r c r e a t i v i t y i n t o p 
management , as w e l l as i n cer ta in f ie lds o f the ar ts , 
i n t e c h n o l o g y and d i p l o m a c y . So there is a sensit i ­
v i t y f o r creative approaches, b u t i t is s t i l l rare . 
G o i n g i n t o the social psycho log i ca l aspects o f crea­
t i v i t y , we w i l l f i n d t h a t o f t e n there is an a n x i e t y 
t h a t stands i n t h e w a y . S o m e t h i n g is b o u n d t o be 
t h r e a t e n e d b y new views and ideas; established 
f u n c t i o n s and values are q u e s t i o n e d , and the ego-
image is l o w e r e d . A desire f o r p o w e r and in f luence 
t h a t sleeps deep ly i n every h u m a n be ing , somet imes 
even covered u p b y re l ig ious f o r m s , is chal lenged. 
A smell o f i n s u r r e c t i o n is perce ived , whose causes 
are n o t a lways conscious, and j u s t i f y i n g reasons are 
b r o u g h t o u t t h a t exaggerate the dangers. I t is a 
strange b l i n d spot i n o u r c i v i l i z a t i o n , t h a t the de­
sire f o r p o w e r is o f t e n n o t recognized , a n d cons tant 
watch fu lness is necessary t o keep the doors o f free­
d o m o p e n . Swedenborg m e n t i o n s i n his exp lana­
t i o n t o the 10 c o m m a n d m e n t s t h a t covetousness 
o f o u r ne ighbor ' s p r o p e r t y , s p i r i t u a l l y speaking, is 
t o desire p o w e r over his m e n t a l capacities and 
interests . 7 

Seeing t h i s p r o b l e m i n a b roader c o n t e x t , i t can be 
reduced t o the re lat ive values o f obedience and 
a u t h o r i t y i n general . Obedience used t o be c o n ­
sidered one o f the highest v i r tues , i t was i n c l u d e d 
i n the vows o f a l l m o n k s and nuns—not o n l y obe­
dience t o G o d , b u t obedience t o the people i n 
charge. O u r soc ie ty , t h o u g h i n some f ie lds advanc­
i n g b e y o n d these v iews, s u p p l a n t i n g an i n t e r n a l 
a u t h o r i t y t o the e x t e r n a l one , bears i n m a n y areas 
the f o o t p r i n t s o f a bygone age, and th i s applies i n 
a special w a y t o the churches. 

A t t i t u d e s o f t h e N e w C h u r c h . 

I n t h e o r y we k n o w t h a t f r e e d o m and r a t i o n a l i t y 
are t h e highest p r inc ip l es o f the D i v i n e G u i d a n c e , 
expressed i n His p rov idence . 8 S w e d e n b o r g e m p h a ­
sizes s t r o n g l y the obedience t o G o d and t o His 
t r u t h . B u t n o t a lways the obedience t o m e n . T h e 
necessity a n d the f u n c t i o n o f o rder are o u t l i n e d , 9 

b u t o n closer v iew th i s o rder is seen as a v o l u n t a r y 



one , f o r he f la i ls t h e s t ruc tures o f fear, supression 
a n d revenge, w h i c h he describes i n t h e i r extremes 
as be ing represented i n h e l l . 1 0 

T h e d e m o c r a t i c setup o f m o s t N e w - C h u r c h organ­
izat ions tr ies t o give f r e e d o m o f express ion, as 
m u c h as is possible i n an o r d e r l y f r a m e w o r k . Y e t 
we f i n d i t d i f f i c u l t t o escape t h e i m p a c t o f a c u l t u r e 
t h a t is , i n m a n y ways , opposed t o pr inc ip l es o f a 
new age, and characterizes a t t i t u d e s o f c r e a t i v i t y 
as c o c k y , se l f -d irected and presumptuous ,espec ia l -
l y , i f i t is advocated b y the younger genera t i on . 
Have n o t o u r sermons k e p t emphas iz ing again a n d 
again the values and t h e need f o r d u t y and o b e d i ­
ence, p u t t i n g ob l i ga t i ons i n the f o r e g r o u n d , a n d 

forever speaking o f " s h o u l d ' s . " T h e w h o l e f u n c ­
t i o n o f the c h u r c h used t o be seen m a i n l y i n the 
preservat ion and presenta t i on o f a b o d y o f t r u t h s 
i n a c e r ta in i n t e r p r e t a t i o n . I t was t o o easily over­
l o o k e d t h a t t h i s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n and u n d e r s t a n d i n g 
has t o change t o o . T h e u n d e r s t a n d i n g , w h a t t r u t h 
is i n the f i r s t place, m a y need a c r i t i c a l r ev i s i on . I f 
t r u t h is i n w o r d s , as w r i t t e n and p r o n o u n c e d , there 
can be no c r e a t i v i t y i n r e l i g i o n , and m a n is a r e c ip ­
i e n t , w h o accepts ( o r re jects , as i t m a y be) i n a 
more passive w a y . B u t i f t r u t h is t h e f o r m t h a t 
i n t e r n a l energies o f love are t a k i n g , t h e n each i n ­
sight is a new c r e a t i o n , s t i m u l a t e d and shaped b y 
k n o w l e d g e , i n a u n i q u e a n d personal w a y . I n th is 
l i g h t , t r u t h is and m u s t be creat ive , and any t r u t h 
accepted u p o n e x t e r n a l a u t h o r i t y remains e x t e r n a l , 
unless i t is re-created i n the i n d i v i d u a l a c cord ing t o 
his u n d e r s t a n d i n g . 1 1 I n the f i r s t o f his rules o f l i f e , 
Swedenborg r e m i n d s t o read the B ib l e a n d t o t h i n k 
a b o u t i t , w h i c h is a s t r o n g i n v i t a t i o n t o creative 
t h i n k i n g . Was n o t his e f f o r t d i r e c t ed t o break apart 
the shackles o f o l d a u t h o r i t i e s , n o t t o set u p a 
c o m p l e x o f dogmas t h a t are m o r e v o l u m i n o u s and 
more impressive t h a n those o f any o t h e r c h u r c h . 

Specific implications in the light of the New C h u r c h . 

C e r t a i n aspects o f t h e teachings have f o u n d l i t t l e 
a t t e n t i o n . I n Swedenborg s v i ew , each person i n 
t h e w o r l d is created and regenerated i n a u n i q u e 
w a y , a c cord ing t o personal ins ight . S p i r i t u a l g r o w t h 
is t h u s an i n d i v i d u a l creative process, t h a t corres­
ponds t o c rea t i on i tse l f . A s a resul t o f r egenera t i on , 
i n i t s second phase m a n is said t o be led b y t h e 
good or love , w h i c h is g iven by G o d . M o r e spec i f i ­
ca l ly , the t e r m " p e r c e p t i o n " is used here , very d i f ­
f e rent f r o m present usage i n psycho l ogy and p h i l o ­

s o p h y , so i t is d i f f i c u l t t o render i n m o d e r n l a n ­
guage. I t is e x p l a i n e d 1 2 as " a cer ta in i n t e r n a l 
sensation.. .as t o w h e t h e r a t h i n g is t r u e and good . . . 
a n d also the q u a l i t y o f any ( p e r s o n ) . " 

T h i s p h e n o m e n o n is descr ibed t o o ccur i n a n u m b e r 
o f d i f f e r e n t levels (ce lest ia l , s p i r i t u a l , and n a t u r a l . ) 1 : 

I n i ts m o s t per fe c t f o r m o c c u r r i n g o n l y w i t h per­
sons o f an e x t r e m e degree o f s p i r i t u a l m a t u r i t y . l k 

I n t h i s there is a great c r e a t i v i t y : " T h e celestial 
m a n perceives thousands o f th ings w h i c h con ­
f i r m th i s general 1 5 Y e t , t h i s i n t u i t i o n is n o t 
c o n f i n e d t o t h e m . I n a n o t h e r place , Swedenborg 
states t h a t " p e r c e p t i o n " is t w o f o l d : " O n e is i n 

c i v i l and m o r a l th ings , a n d o f w h a t is j u s t and 
r i g h t a n d i t is cal led c o m m o n s e n s e . " 1 6 

I t seems t o me t h a t these s tatements have been 
i n t e r p r e t e d m a i n l y i n a theo log i ca l f r a m e w o r k as 
some k i n d o f theo log i ca l j u d g m e n t , a lmost inacces­
sible t o o r d i n a r y m e n , a r e c o g n i t i o n o f o r t h o d o x y . 
Y e t , i n a m o r e comprehensive v i e w , the idea o f per­
c e p t i o n m i g h t be associated w i t h the creative i n t u i ­
t i o n , because r e l i g i o n is d o i n g g o o d . There seems 
t o be a para l l e l , t h o u g h n o t a c omple te co inc idence : 
n o t a l l p e r c e p t i o n i n t h e m e n t i o n e d sense is crea­
t i v e , n o r is a l l c r e a t i v i t y percept ive . Y e t , f o r the 
area o f the r e a l i z a t i o n o f the good there seems t o 
be a great deal o f co inc idence . S w e d e n b o r g de­
scribes th i s " p e r c e p t i o n " as a j o y f u l e x p e r i e n c e . 1 7 

" T h i s percept ive f a c u l t y , .(is) n o t o n l y i n t h e per­
c e p t i o n o f w h a t is good and t r u e , b u t also i n the 
happiness a n d d e l i g h t ar is ing f r o m w e l l - d o i n g ; w i t h ­
o u t ( th i s i t ) has no l i f e the l i f e o f love is i n the 

p e r f o r m a n c e o f uses " I t proceeds f r o m th i s 
t h a t the h u m a n capac i ty o f d o i n g r i g h t , u p o n an 
i n d i v i d u a l and u n i q u e sensation w i t h the ac com­
p a n y i n g j o y m i g h t w e l l be re lated t o w h a t we cal l 
the j o y o f the creative e x p e r i e n c e . 1 8 T h i s inc ludes 
a l l areas o f l i f e , a teacher can be creative i n f i n d i n g 
ways t o present his m a t e r i a l i n a u n i q u e w a y t h a t i t 
becomes a j o y t o grasp f o r c h i l d r e n , a m o t h e r o f t e n 
f inds new ways t o lead and t o he lp her f a m i l y and 
her c h i l d r e n i n t h e house, and e v e r y b o d y , especial­
l y an i n v e n t o r is t o u c h e d b y i t , w h e n he discovers 
u n i q u e uses f o r t h e i m p r o v e m e n t o f w o r k i n the 
w o r l d . T h e s t r i k i n g v i s i on o f p o t e n t i a l usefulness 
o f a c o n s t r u c t i o n o r new c o m b i n a t i o n , a scholar 
w h o discovers a new t r u t h , everywhere the b i r t h o f 
usefulness is a j o y o f a very special k i n d . 

T h e d i f f erence b e t w e e n conscience and p e r c e p t i o n 
can be d e m o n s t r a t e d c l ear ly : t h e d i c ta te o f c o n -



science is a r i g i d r a t i o n a l ins ight e m b o d i e d i n a fee l ­
i n g o f d u t y a n d se l f - cons t ra int—on the o t h e r side: 
p e r c e p t i o n is spontaneous , j o y f u l , i n t u i t i v e , i m m e ­
diate and creat ive . A t the same t i m e i t is n o t i r r a ­
t i o n a l , b u t o n l y transcends t h e l i m i t e d p o t e n t i a l i ­
ties o f reasoning a lone . P e r c e p t i o n , as m e n t i o n e d 
be fore , is t h u s the organ o f e m o t i o n , and the m o r e 
the e m o t i o n s ( o r loves and a f fec t i ons ) are developed, 
the greater capacities f o r e m p a t h y can be opened . 
T h e highest celestial e m o t i o n s c ome f r o m G o d a n d 
lead t o H i m . I n t h e r a p e u t i c a l g roups , a special 
e f f o r t is made t o get away f r o m m e m o r y - k n o w ­
ledge, i n o r d e r t o develop an i m m e d i a t e under ­
s tand ing a n d awareness o f t h e p r o b l e m s and feel ­
ings o f o t h e r s , i n o rder t o m a k e r o o m f o r creative 
ins ight i n t o poss ib i l i t ies f o r he lp t h a t is b o r n o f 
love . 

T h e w h o l e presenta t i on here has emphasized the 
pos i t ive aspect; o f course, there is also c r e a t i v i t y 
t h a t produces falsit ies and e v i l . A l iar is f o r c e d 
c o n t i n u a l l y t o spin new yarns o f i n v e n t i o n s i n o r d e r 
t o cover u p . T h e h y b r i s o f se l f -e levat ion is also 
close, so any eva luat i on w h e t h e r c rea t i v i t y is good 
or b a d , depends u p o n the i n d i v i d u a l e m o t i o n a l 
m a t u r i t y , o r his r egenera t i on . 1 9 I f we see i n regen­
e r a t i o n t h e r e b i r t h o f love , new channels can be 
opened and dangers can be a v o i d e d . 

I n o u r c h u r c h t o d a y , there is a desperate need t o 
keep i n c ontac t w i t h a changing w o r l d . I t takes 
courage t o c o m m u n i c a t e and t o m a k e o u r convic ­
t i o n s f r u i t f u l i n a w i d e r rea lm b e y o n d o u r smal l 
circles. M o r e t h a n ever we need creative approaches , 
especially i n t w o areas: i n the f o r m s o f organiza­
t i ons o f the c h u r c h , and in f o r m s o f w o r s h i p . H o w 
far do t h e present s t ructures p r o m o t e s p i r i t u a l m a ­
t u r i t y and advancement—is i t possible t o f i n d new 
ways o f i n t e r a c t i o n ? Can we break away f r o m the 
r i g i d i t y o f o l d p a t t e r n s , w h i l e y e t m a i n t a i n i n g o r 
i n t e n s i f y i n g the s p i r i t u a l appeal? There are already 
a n u m b e r o f i n t e r e s t i n g a t t e m p t s , w h i c h m i g h t be 
m o r e deve loped a n d deepened. 

A m o n g o t h e r areas o f inves t iga t i on is t h e c ontac t 
l ine b e t w e e n t h e o l o g y and p s y c h o l o g y , i n o rder t o 
w o r k t o w a r d s b e t t e r creative e d u c a t i o n i n the 
homes and Sunday schools. R e l i g i o n a n d l i f e can 
be b r o u g h t closer together i n e f f o r t s t o w a r d s m e n ­
t a l h e a l t h , e m o t i o n a l m a t u r i t y , deeper ins ight i n t o 
the self, a n d e l i m i n a t i o n o f unnecessary we ights o f 
g u i l t and a n x i e t y t o w a r d s a real deepened self-ex­
a m i n a t i o n t h a t opens creative p o t e n t i a l s . 2 °In o u r 

present t i m e , we experience a r e v o l u t i o n o f emo­
t i o n a l powers against an over- r a t i o n a l i s m o f a w o r l d 
t h a t is d o m i n a t e d b y a s c ient i f i c -mechanica l m a t e ­
r i a l i s m — t h i s exp la ins t h e search f o r I n d i a n Yoga 
a n d Z e n B u d d h i s m . T h e r e is a h e a l t h y f ee l ing i n 
t h i s i n q u i r y , i n searching creative f r e e d o m b y s t r i v ­
i n g f o r ecstatic oneness w i t h the creative s p i r i t o f 
the u n i v e r s e , 2 1 i n m a n y ways a l l th i s is closer t o 
Swedenborg t h a n m a n y o t h e r t r ends . One o f t h e 
m a i n aspects o f his message was t h e promise t o en­
ter i n t e l l i g e n t l y i n t o t h e secrets o f f a i t h , as t h i s is 
described i n a m a g n i f i c e n t v i s i o n . 2 2 T h i s has been 
t a k e n as an i n s c r i p t i o n over the l i b r a r y o f U r b a n a 
College, and i t is s y m b o l i c t h a t a new creative 
r a t i o n a l i t y is t o be awakened t h a t overcomes o l d 
a u t h o r i t y and b l i n d f a i t h . I t is a great hope t h a t 
everywhere the creative forces o f c lergy a n d l a i t y 
can be c o m b i n e d t o cooperate i n the s tream o f t h e 
D i v i n e Prov idence , o f a G o d w h o said " B e h o l d , I 
make a l l th ings n e w . " 2 3 These are t h e w o r d s , 
w h i c h one o f o u r churches o n the E u r o p e a n c o n t i ­
n e n t chose t o p u t as a carving over t h e a l tar as a 
r o a d m a r k o f a new age. 

Horand Gutfeldt 

B i b l i o g r a p h y : Brewster G h i se l in The Creative Pro­
cess T o r o n t o , L o n d o n 1 9 5 2 se l f -descr ipt ion o f m a n y 
creative geniuses ( M e n t o r ) 
T a y l o r & B a r r o n Scientific Creativity 1962 
M . W e r t h e i m e r / V o d u c t m e Thinking 1945 

3 A new view o f the Gnos t i c m o v e m e n t , based u p o n 
n e w l y f o u n d d o c u m e n t s and t rans la t i ons , m a i n l y 
f r o m the C o p t i c , see i n R . H a a r d t : Die Gnosis, 
Salzburg A u s t r i a , 1 9 6 7 , see esp. p . 2 2 9 a C h r i s t -
psa lm, and m a n y o t h e r s p i r i t u a l passages. 

2 A survey o f creative i n t u i t i o n i n h i s t o r y is g iven 
b y P. S o r o k i n i n The Ways and Power of Love 
B o s t o n 1 9 5 4 C h . 6, esp. p . 9 9 . T h e supra - con ­
scious i n man 's m e n t a l s t r u c t u r e , c r e a t i v i t y and 
c o g n i t i o n . 

3 A l s o i n S o r o k i n Social and Cultural Dynamics 

^ G o o d w i n Watson . . .Persona l i ty di f ferences i n c h i l -
r en re la ted t o s t r i c t or permiss ive . . .d isc ip l ine . E d . 
b y H a i m o w i t z N e w Y o r k 1 9 6 6 

5Last Judgm. Cont. N o . 7 

6 E x p . b . M a l t z m a n n , Journal f. exp. Psy. 1 9 5 8 , 
p 3 9 2 f . 

C o v i n g t o n & C r u t c h f i e l d The Creat. Teachg. Progr. 
C o l u m b u s , O h i o 1 9 6 9 



7A.E. 1022. . . covet ing . . . i s w i s h i n g and des ir ing t o 
make a m a n subject t o one's power , . . . ox a n d ass 
mean t h e a f f e c t i o n f o r n a t u r a l g o o d & t r u t h " 

8D.P. N o . 7 3 

9 i V J . 311 

10H.H. 5 8 7 - p o l i c e - state 

llA.C. 8 0 7 8 3 " F a i t h mere ly n a t u r a l . . . o f a u t h o r i t y 
because o f a n o t h e r . . . " 

12A.C. 1 0 4 

1 3 4 . C . 2 1 7 1 a n d 2 8 3 1 

l k l n members o f the " m o s t anc ient c h u r c h a n d 
h i g h ange ls . " 

15A.C. 8 6 5 

16D.M. 4 6 4 4 

17A.C. 5 0 5 

18Rational Psychology, § 2 7 . . . " A t these the m i n d 
at once feels a pleasure, a n d there fo re i ts percep­
t i o n does n o t rest quiescent , b u t becomes act ive 
and calls f o r t h s imi lar ideas . . . " 

l\.C. 5 9 3 7 " H e w h o w o u l d have p e r c e p t i o n . . . 
m u s t be f r o m g o o d . . . " 

20TCR 5 1 0 " A c t s o f repentance : a l l such t h i n g s 
t h a t cause. .not t o w i l l a n d n o t t o c o m m i t e v i l s . . " 
t h u s : t h a t he lp h i m t o change. 

2 ^ e e K r i c h n a m u r t i o n Creative Freedom, G o l -
lancz . L o n d o n 1 9 5 4 

22TCR 5 0 8 

23Rev. 2 1 , 5 

L E T T E R F R O M E D I T O R — Cont'd, from p. 78 
managers, d i r e c t o r s and f a c u l t y o f the Swedenborg 
Schoo l o f R e l i g i o n m o v e d v igorous ly a n d creat ive ly 
i n t o t h e f o u r t h o f these stages ( t h a t conference 
w i l l be described more f u l l y i n a f o r t h c o m i n g spe­
cial issue o f The Messenger devoted t o SSR.) T h e 
Research a n d D e v e l o p m e n t C o m m i t t e e established 
b y General C o u n c i l at the request o f President E r ­
nest M a r t i n , was conceived i n and is ded icated t o 
t h i s m o o d . I t also character ized m u c h o f t h e dis­
cussion o f t h e E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e o f t h e C o u n c i l 
o f Min i s te r s i n last J a n u a r y ' s m e e t i n g , a n d has p r o ­
duced s t i l l f u r t h e r concrete o rgan i za t i ona l results . 

T o w a r d the end o f t h i s c o m i n g A u g u s t , a sma l l , 
select g r o u p o f especially q u a l i f i e d l a y m e n w i l l 
meet as a Task F o r c e ( w i t h a couple o f min i s te rs 
available as resource persons) t o m a k e f u t u r e -
o r i e n t e d r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s t o the C o u n c i l o f M i n i s ­
ters , w h i c h w i l l be considered i n September o r Oc­
t o b e r b y a special c o m m i t t e e o f min i s te rs i n c l u d i n g 
t h e E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e o f the C o u n c i l . M e m ­
bers o f t h e B o a r d o f Managers, C . O . M . E x e c u t i v e 
C o m m i t t e e , and the Research and D e v e l o p m e n t 
C o m m i t t e e , a l l have expressed the hope t h a t f u r ­
t h e r meet ings be fore the 1 9 7 1 Genera l C o n v e n t i o n 
w i l l p r o d u c e concrete results t o be r e p o r t e d , and 
perhaps call f o r a c t i o n at t h a t C o n v e n t i o n . 

I described t h i s sequence o f m o o d s i n o u r c h u r c h , 
a n d o r g a n i z a t i o n a l events re lated t o i t , i n a dec id ­
ed ly h o p e f u l f rame o f m i n d . I a m q u i t e aware t h a t 
t h e hope m a y be se l f -de lud ing . I t is t r u e t h a t t h e 
o r g a n i z a t i o n a l deve lopments , and t h e s t r u c t u r a l 
changes w h i c h m a y develop f r o m t h e m , m i g h t 
prove i n t h e end t o be super f i c ia l s c u r r y i n g a b o u t 
t h a t tends t o cover u p the seriousness o f o u r m a l ­
aise i d e n t i f i e d i n " M o o d T h r e e " w i t h o u t t o u c h i n g 
i ts cause o r e f f e c t ing i t s cure. W h i l e i t is t r u e t h a t 
t h i s m a y be t h e case, I a m i n c l i n e d t o t h i n k t h a t 
i t is n o t , because i t seems t o me t h a t m o s t i f n o t 
a l l o f those invo lved w i t h the M o o d F o u r develop­
m e n t s , have themselves gone t h r o u g h t h e deepest 
depths o f M o o d T h r e e . 

I t is also t r u e , as one o f o u r m o s t t h o u g h t f u l m i n ­
isters has p o i n t e d o u t , t h a t a r e s t r u c t u r i n g o f our 
t h e o l o g y , o r o f o u r u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f o u r t h e o l o g y , 
is a necessity t h a t takes c o m p l e t e p r i o r i t y over re­
s t r u c t u r i n g o f o u r ac t iv i t i e s o r o r g a n i z a t i o n . H o w ­
ever, i t m a y be t r u e , a n d I hope i t is, t h a t such re­
s t r u c t u r i n g o f o u r u n d e r s t a n d i n g is a lready begun 
and w e l l advanced, a n d the f o r m u l a t i o n o f t h a t 
new u n d e r s t a n d i n g m a y develop m o s t e f f ec t ive ly 
i n c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h a r e s t r u c t u r i n g o f o u r c h u r c h 
pract ices . 

A s is ev ident f r o m t h e last t w o paragraphs, m y 
view o f t h e c u r r e n t deve lopments i n our c h u r c h is 
one o f caut ious o p t i m i s m , b u t i t is o p t i m i s t i c never­
theless. Whatever is new is necessarily t r a u m a t i c 
t o t h e o l d , and there is never any guarantee t h a t 
any organism i n t r a n s i t i o n f r o m o l d t o new is sure 
t o survive t h e t r a u m a . Every S p r i n g , however , 
countless organisms survive i t again. I t m a y be t h a t 
t h i s S p r i n g , preced ing t h e 2 0 0 t h anniversary o f the 
N e w Evange l , o u r c h u r c h m a y be c o m i n g o u t o f i ts 
t r a u m a , i n t o t h e r e a l i z a t i o n o f w h a t " n e w n e s s " 
rea l ly w i l l be. Robert H. Kirven 



C A L I F O R N I A A S S O C I A T I O N H O L D S 
I T S S I X T I E T H A N N U A L M E E T I N G 

Because C o n v e n t i o n m e t i n C a l i f o r n i a i n 1 9 6 9 , the 
annua l m e e t i n g o f the A s s o c i a t i o n was p o s t p o n e d 
t o F e b r u a r y 15 , 1 9 7 0 . T h e 1 9 7 1 m e e t i n g is 
p lanned as usual , f o r late s u m m e r ; the f i r s t week 
i n September is r e c o m m e n d e d . 

T h e F e b r u a r y 15 m e e t i n g was he ld at W a y f a r e r s ' 
Chape l , i n i ts p a r k - l i k e s u r r o u n d i n g s at Portuguese 
B e n d . Just t o be there is an experience o f aesthetic 
va lue . T h e p lant ings a r o u n d t h e chapel , s tar ted i n 
1 9 5 1 , have g r o w n t o sizeable p r o p o r t i o n s . B i r d s 
sing i n the trees; the cry o f a sea g u l l comes o n t h e 
w i n d ; t h e f i r s t d a f f o d i l s b r i g h t e n the g r o u n d . T h u s 
we gathered f o r t h e w o r s h i p o f t h e L o r d , a h a p p y 
t h r o n g o f s p i r i t u a l f r i ends a n d heavenly ne ighbors . 
T h e m i n i s t e r o f the chapel , B e v . B o b e r t L . Y o u n g , 
c o n d u c t e d the b e a u t i f u l N e w C h u r c h service, ab ly 
s u p p o r t e d b y an enlarged c h o i r . T h e c h o i r sang an 
a n t h e m , and there was also a special n u m b e r , a t r i o 
b y M r s . Y o u n g and t w o y o u t h s , " W h a t is the co lor 
o f G o d ' s s k i n ? " She accompanied o n the a u t o -
h a r p . T h e s e r m o n was b y B e v . O t h m a r T o b i s c h , 
o n " T h e C h u r c h i n t h e Sevent ies . " Some 135 
people a t t e n d e d the w o r s h i p , w h i c h i n c l u d e d o f 
course the regular congregat ion o f W a y f a r e r s ' C h a ­
pe l . 

A f t e r the w o r s h i p , the N e w C h u r c h f r i ends p a r t o o k 
o f a b e a u t i f u l l u n c h e o n w h i c h had been prepared 
b y the chapel s taf f i n t h e V i s i t o r s ' center . A s soon . 
as tables were m o v e d a w a y , t h e business meet ing 
was cal led t o o rder b y the Presiding M i n i s t e r , Bev . 
Ca lv in T u r l e y . D r . Esther Perry h a d been a p p o i n t ­
ed as a c o m m i t t e e o n Credent ia ls , a n d cal led the 
r o l l . T h i r t y - f o u r v o t i n g members ( m i n i s t e r s , o f f i ­
cers, delegates) were present , and six absent. F ive 
o f o u r n ine min is ters were present ; these were Bev . 
Messrs. T o b i s c h , Cal T u r l e y , Y o u n g , and t h e t w o 
r e t i r e d ones, J o h n Spiers a n d H e n r y Peters. T w o 
came f r o m Bel levue , Wash, w h i c h was q u i t e a t r i p ; 
seven came f r o m t h e San Franc isco area, and a 
g o o d l y n u m b e r f r o m San D i e g o , L o s Angeles , T e m ­
ple C i t y and Rivers ide . L a y M i n i s t e r J o h n W. Odey 
was present , also. 

T h e m e e t i n g a f f i r m e d the a n n u a l per capi ta assess­
m e n t t o r e m a i n at six do l lars per m e m b e r . I t v o t e d 
d o w n a r e c o m m e n d a t i o n t o change t h e name o f 
the A s s o c i a t i o n t o "Pac i f i c Coast A s s o c i a t i o n , t h e 

Swedenborg ian C h u r c h , " a n d v o t e d instead t o 
change t o "Pac i f i c Coast Assoc ia t i on o f t h e N e w 
Jerusalem ( S w e d e n b o r g i a n ) . " 

T h e e lect ions f o l l o w e d t h e r e p o r t o f the N o m i n a t ­
i n g C o m m i t t e e , as f o l l o w s : 
F o r three-year t e r m s : Rev. O t h m a r T o b i s c h f o r 

Presiding M i n i s t e r 
M r . J . A l l e n Hodges o f San D i e g o , f o r Treasu­
rer 
Rev . Ca lv in T u r l e y , present ly o f C l a r e m o n t , 
o n the B o a r d . 

F o r a t w o - y e a r t e r m o n t h e B o a r d : M r . Jack 
B r o o k e r , o f San Diego . 

A t 5 : 3 0 we w e n t t o d i n n e r i n a pr ivate d i n i n g r o o m 
i n a San Pedro r e s t a u r a n t . F o l l o w i n g d i n n e r there 
was a discussion o n the f u t u r e o f o u r c h u r c h , spear­
headed b y the reading o f a l e t t e r f r o m Rev . Paul 
Zacharias t o the min is ters o f C o n v e n t i o n . A sug­
gest ion came f r o m M a r e t a Saul , t o c o n t i n u e such 
discussions one Sunday a f t e r n o o n a m o n t h at W a y ­
farers ' Chape l , f o r a l l w h o l ive near enough t o 
come. T h e m e e t i n g closed w i t h an i n t i m a t e c o m ­
m u n i o n service c o n d u c t e d b y Rev. C a l v i n T u r l e y . 

Alice Van Boven, Secretary 

S O U T H E A S T A S S O C I A T I O N 

T h e Southeast Assoc ia t i on h e l d i ts a n n u a l m e e t i n g 
i n D e L a n d , F l o r i d a o n S u n d a y , A p r i l 12 . T h e Rev. 
Ernest M a r t i n , pres ident o f C o n v e n t i o n a t t e n d e d 
t h e m e e t i n g , p a r t i c i p a t e d i n the w o r s h i p service 
and spoke t o t h e members . There was considerable 
interes t i n discussing the a d v i s a b i l i t y and f eas ib i l i t y 
o f purchas ing p r o p e r t y i n D e L a n d as a c h u r c h 
headquarters i n c ent ra l F l o r i d a . T h e p r o p e r t y be­
ing considered is k n o w n as " L a k e Louise G r o v e s " 
and consists o f t e n acres o f l a n d , seven i n orange 
groves, a b o u t t w o and o n e - h a l f acres o f cleared 
land o n a lake , and f o u r b u i l d i n g s . T h e m a i n b u i l d ­
i n g w o u l d be ideal f o r meet ings , conferences, re ­
treats a n d services. There is also space for l i v i n g 
quar ters f o r a m i n i s t e r and r o o m s available f o r vis­
i t o r s . I n c o m e f r o m the orange grove w o u l d be ad ­
equate t o cover maintenance costs. 

A s s o c i a t i o n members see t h i s p r o p e r t y as be ing 
ideal f o r an e d u c a t i o n a l , r e c reat i ona l and w o r s h i p 
center . I t was agreed t o purchase the l a n d c o n ­
t i n g e n t u p o n i t be ing rezoned f o r c h u r c h uses. A 
hear ing was set f o r A p r i l 14. 



L . E . L 1970 A t Urbana College 

Y o u n g Swedenborg ians t a k e o u t y o u r calendars 
a n d m a r k o f f t h e dates f r o m A u g u s t 27 t o Septem­
ber 5; t h i s is the t i m e d u r i n g w h i c h L . E . L 1 9 7 0 
w i l l be i n session at F r y e b u r g , M a i n e ! 

T o those o f y o u w h o have been at past Leadership 
E d u c a t i o n I n s t i t u t e s , l i t t l e needs t o be said at t h i s 
t i m e t o encourage y o u t o a t t e n d . Y o u have ex­
pressed over a n d over again y o u r d e v o t i o n f o r one 
a n o t h e r and t h e p r o g r a m as a w h o l e . Those o f y o u 
w h o have n o t a t t e n d e d , y e t have heard a b o u t 
L . E . I , a n d desire t o be invo lved w i t h o t h e r people 
o f y o u r age i n an experience p r o v i d e d b y y o u r 
c h u r c h , f o r w a r d the a p p l i c a t i o n request f o r m be­
l o w . S h o u l d y o u w a n t t o correspond w i t h a past 
L . E . I . e r and learn d i r e c t l y w h a t the I n s t i t u t e is a l l 
a b o u t , do n o t f a i l t o check t h e b o x . 

Y o u r m i n i s t e r w i l l have i n t h e n e x t several weeks a 
b r o c h u r e w h i c h w i l l c learly e x p l a i n t h e Leadersh ip 
E d u c a t i o n I n s t i t u t e f r o m t h e e l i g i b i l i t y r equ i re ­
ments t o t h e k i n d o f p r o g r a m w h i c h is i n t e n d e d 
f o r th i s s u m m e r . B u g h i m f o r i t ! 

D a t e 

Leadership E d u c a t i o n C o m m i t t e e 
c/o J e r o m e A . Poole 
5 1 0 Bene f i c ia l B u i l d i n g 
1 3 0 0 M a r k e t Street 
W i l m i n g t o n , De laware 1 9 8 0 1 

I w i s h t o app ly f o r admiss ion t o t h e 1 9 7 0 Leader­
ship E d u c a t i o n I n s t i t u t e t o be he ld at F r y e b u r g , 
Ma ine f r o m A u g u s t 27 t o September 5. Please 
send a p p l i c a t i o n f o r m s t o : (please p r i n t ) 

N a m e _ 

Address 

A g e _ _ S c h o o l grade n o w i n progress 

I have have n o t a t t e n d e d a prev ious L . E . I . 
( F o r those w h o have a t t e n d e d L . E . I , state w h i c h 
y e a r _ _ . ) H o m e Phone N u m b e r 

M y m i n i s t e r ( lay leader) is : 

I W O U L D L I K E T O C O B B E S P O N D W I T H A N 

L . E . I . E B [ ] 

C O U R S E IN S W E D E N B O R G 
DRAWS 24 S T U D E N T S 

A course i n p h i l o s o p h i c a l and re l ig ious ideas o f 
E m a n u e l S w e d e n b o r g , o f f e r e d th i s semester at U r ­
bana College, has a t t r a c t e d 2 4 s tudents t a k i n g i t 
f o r c r e d i t , p lus a few v is i tors . L e d b y D r . D o r o t h e a 
Harvey and D r . H o r a n d G u t f e l d t , t h e semester fea­
tures a n u m b e r o f guest speakers w i t h special c o m ­
petence i n sc ient i f i c subjects t h a t Swedenborg 
w o r k e d i n , and i n p a r t i c u l a r aspects o f Sweden­
borg 's b a c k g r o u n d , p h i l o s o p h y and t h e o l o g y . A l l 
b u t one o f t h e regular s tudents come f r o m outs ide 
t h e Swedenborg ian c h u r c h . 

S W E D E N B O R G I A N R E F E R E N C E B O O K S 
N E E D E D 

2 4 s tudents e n r o l l e d i n a course o n S w e d e n b o r g 
are f o r ced t o share U r b a n a College's one c opy o f 
Signe Toksv ig ' s b i o g r a p h y , Swedenborg, p lus a few 
copies loaned b y t h e f a c u l t y and l i b r a r y o f SSR. 
Since t h i s b o o k is n o w o u t o f p r i n t , U r b a n a C o l ­
lege is anx ious t o b o r r o w , b u y , o r receive as a g i f t , 
several a d d i t i o n a l copies. O t h e r reference w o r k s 
re lated t o Swedenborg 's studies w i l l also be needed. 
A n y o n e w i t h b o o k s available f o r t h i s purpose 
s h o u l d contac t D r . D o r o t h e a H a r v e y , U r b a n a C o l ­
lege, U r b a n a , O h i o , 4 3 0 7 8 . 

U R B A N A C O L L E G E A C T I V I T I E S 

I n a c o m m u n i c a t i o n t o t h e B o a r d o f Trustees , 
Pres. Paul Z e h n e r a n n o u n c e d r e c e n t l y t h a t U r b a n a 
College has been accepted as a f u l l m e m b e r o f the 
O h i o College A s s o c i a t i o n . He also r e p o r t e d t h a t 
t h e college has been made p a r t o f a p i l o t p r o g r a m 
s u p p o r t e d b y t h e C o u n c i l f o r A d v a n c e m e n t o f 
S m a l l Colleges w h i c h s h o u l d p r o v i d e the g r o u n d s 
f o r the d e v e l o p m e n t o f a long-range p r o g r a m . 

T h e trustees o f the college w i l l meet o n S a t u r d a y , 
M a y 1 6 t h and at 3 :00 P. M . o n S u n d a y , M a y 1 7 t h 
and w i l l be a p u b l i c c e remony at w h i c h D r . Zehner 
w i l l be insta l led as President o f U r b a n a College. O n 
M o n d a y , M a y 1 8 t h , C o n v e n t i o n ' s B o a r d o f Educa ­
t i o n w i l l h o l d an a l l -day m e e t i n g at t h e college. 
F a c u l t y members , D o r o t h e a Harvey and H o r a n d 
G u t f e l d t are members o f the B o a r d o f E d u c a t i o n . 



S T A T I S T I C S 

B I R T H S 
A b a b y daughter , M i c h e l l e B e r y l , was b o r n t o 
Gerry and Caro l A n d r e w s o f the F r y e b u r g C h u r c h 
o n M a r c h 6 t h . 

O n A p r i l 4 t h M e r i d y t h e was b o r n t o J e r r y a n d 
Phy l l i s M u t h o f V a i l , C o l o r a d o . 

B A P T I S M S 
O n M a r c h 2 9 t h , Eleanor Stevenson and her c h i l ­
d r e n , R o b i n Lee , D o n n a Mar ie a n d B e r n a r d Mere ­
d i t h were bapt i zed in the Phi lade lph ia C h u r c h . 
Rev . R i c h a r d H . T a f e l o f f i c i a t e d . 

T e r r y L y n n , i n f a n t son o f Jake and J o a n N e u f e l d 
o f Centra l B u t t e , Sask., was b a p t i z e d at the h o m e 
o f his m a t e r n a l grandparents o n M a r c h 2 2 n d . Rev. 
H e n r y R e d d e k o p p o f f i c i a t e d . 

T h e Rev. O t h m a r T o b i s c h o f t h e San Franc isco 
C h u r c h b a p t i z e d the f o l l o w i n g c h i l d r e n : M a r c h 8 t h , 
K e v i n L a w r e n c e , son o f Joe and Esther K o o p m a n 
o f San Franc i s co ; M a r c h 1 5 t h , A n d r e w W a l k e r , son 
o f T h o m a s and Brenda H i n d m a n o f San Ra fae l ; 
M a r c h 1 5 t h , E r i c K a r l , son o f A l l a n and D o r o t h y 
O l s e n o f D a l y C i t y . 

T h e f o l l o w i n g were b a p t i z e d i n t h e F r y e b u r g 
C h u r c h by the Rev. Horace Briggs : o n F e b r u a r y 
1 5 t h , Russell A l a n , baby o f R o b e r t Rogers and 
Chr is t iana S loan ; also Chr is t iana A u g u s t a and R u b y 
V i o l a K i m b a l l ; o n M a r c h 2 2 n d M a r i a n n e , M i c h a e l 
Lee , and Miche le Lee , c h i l d r e n o f M e l v i n and 
Margaret E a s t m a n ; H o l l y L y n n , daughter o f R a y ­
m o n d and Iva H a t c h ; B e c k y L y n n and V i c k y L y n n , 
daughters o f R o d n e y and J u d y H a t c h ; o n A p r i l 
5 t h D o r o t h y G e r t r u d e L i b b y j o i n e d the c h u r c h 
b y A d u l t B a p t i s m . 

C O N F I R M A T I O N S 
O n M a r c h 2 2 n d T a z w c l l and B i r g i t T h o m p s o n and 
A r l c n e Saul were c o n f i r m e d b y the Rev . O t h m a r 
T o b i s c h . 

D a v i d J . Fekete o f t h e D e t r o i t C h u r c h was c o n ­
f i r m e d i n t h e f a i t h o f t h e N e w C h u r c h at the Pa lm 
Sunday service o n M a r c h 2 9 t h . 

O n Easter Sunday J u l i e R a n k i n and Janet Charles 
were c o n f i r m e d i n t h e F r y e b u r g C h u r c h . 

M A R R I A G E S 
Janis West o f P r e t t y Pra i r ie , Kansas and James 
W h i t e were m a r r i e d o n F e b r u a r y 7 t h i n the Agnes 
C a t h o l i c C h u r c h at Cas t l e ton , Kansas. T h e Rev . 
E r i c Zacharias and F a t h e r Cox o f f i c i a t e d i n t h e 
c e r e m o n y . 

I n the W a y f a r e r s ' Chapel i n Portuguese B e n d , Cal . 
Jean Lawrence and Deverne U n r u h were u n i t e d i n 
marriage b y the Rev. R o b e r t Y o u n g o n F e b r u a r y 
2 8 t h . 

O n M a r c h 1 4 t h Bruce T h i b o d e a u and M a r t h a Sar­
gent o f the F r y e b u r g C h u r c h were j o i n e d i n mar ­
riage. 

D E A T H S 
Jacob H . H a m m o f M e a d o w L a k e , Sask. passed 
i n t o e ternal l i f e o n M a r c h 6 t h . T h e r e s u r r e c t i o n 
service was h e l d o n M a r c h 1 0 t h w i t h Rev. H e n r y 
R e d d e k o p p o f f i c i a t i n g . 

O m a r F . H o r n b a k e r o f H u t c h i n s o n , Kansas passed 
t o the higher l i f e o n M a r c h 5 t h . T h e f u n e r a l was 
M a r c h f 1 t h at the E l l i o t Chape l , w i t h Rev . T . J . 
B e n n e t t o f the F i r s t C h r i s t i a n C h u r c h o f f i c i a t i n g . 

The Rev. O t h m a r T o b i s c h c o n d u c t e d a r e s u r r e c t i o n 
service i n the Sunset V i e w Chapel at B e r k e l e y , Ca l . 
f o r Maude Susan P e m b r o k e . She is survived b y a 
daughter and several cousins. 

R e s u r r e c t i o n services were h e l d f o r A v i s E . Gl ines 
o f the F r y e b u r g C h u r c h o n M a r c h 3 0 t h . 

R o b e r t A n d r e w Ol iver o f W a l t o n , O n t a r i o , passed 
away o n M a r c h 2 2 n d . F u n e r a l services were he ld 
o n M a r c h 2 6 t h , t h e Rev . Paul B . Zacharias o f f i ­
c i a t i n g . He is survived b y his w i d o w , E d n a 
Schneider O l iver . 
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