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R E P O R T T O T H E G E N E R A L C O U N C I L , J A N U A R Y , 1970 

Ernest 0 . M a r t i n , President 

O B S E R V A T I O N S , C O N C E R N S A N D 
R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S 

Program L i n k : 

We are i n d e b t e d t o B o b K i r v e n f o r his p e n e t r a t i n g 
s t u d y o f t h e c h u r c h p r o g r a m i n Bel levue , Washing­
t o n . His r e p o r t inc ludes an h i s t o r i c a l b a c k g r o u n d 
o f the p r o g r a m , descr ip t ions o f the s p i r i t u a l g r o w t h 
groups , case h is tor ies o f g r o u p p a r t i c i p a n t s , psy­
cho log i ca l evaluat ions o f t h e groups , a s t u d y o f 
t h e F e l l o w s h i p as a f o r m o f the C h u r c h , an evalua­
t i o n o f t h e f i e l d w o r k p r o g r a m i n t r a i n i n g o u r 
t h e o l o g i c a l s tudents , a n d the theo l og i ca l a n d socio­
log ica l i m p l i c a t i o n s o f t h e p r o g r a m . 

T h e B o a r d o f Managers o f t h e Swedenborg Schoo l 
o f R e l i g i o n spent several hours discussing Bob ' s re ­
p o r t at t h e i r m e e t i n g o n J a n u a r y 10 . Because t h e 
r e p o r t was n o t c o m p l e t e d , t h e Managers were re ­
l u c t a n t t o m a k e any k i n d o f f i n a l e v a l u a t i o n . T h e y 
v o t e d t o c o n t i n u e t h e e v a l u a t i o n a n d t o ask t h e 
General C o u n c i l t o e x t e n d i ts deadl ine f o r ano ther 
year . 

A s President o f C o n v e n t i o n , I a m s t r o n g l y i n favor 
o f P r o g r a m L i n k , a n d see i t as t h e m o s t pos i t ive 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

a n d cons t ruc t i ve p r o g r a m i n the c h u r c h t o d a y . 
D o r o t h e a H a r v e y , c h a i r m a n o f the B o a r d o f M a n ­
agers, has g iven t h e p r o g r a m her w h o l e - h e a r t e d en­
dorsement . She w r i t e s : " T h i s is t h e m o s t valuable 
experience we c o u l d give o u r s tudents f o r the m i n ­
i s t r y , o f w h a t t h e c h u r c h n o w has t o o f f e r , a n d we 
s h o u l d c o n t i n u e t o requ i re i t . " T h e f a c u l t y o f the 
SSR sees the f i e l d w o r k p r o g r a m at Bel levue as an 
indispensable p a r t o f a s tudent ' s t r a i n i n g f o r t h e 
m i n i s t r y . 

I hereby r e c o m m e n d t h a t Program L i n k be c o n ­
t i n u e d f o r t h e c o m i n g year , under t h e j u r i s d i c t i o n 
o f t h e Swedenborg Schoo l o f R e l i g i o n , and t h a t 
we ask t h e B o a r d o f Managers t o c o m m u n i c a t e 
t h e i r r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s t o us u p o n t h e c o m p l e t i o n 
o f t h e i r s t u d y . 

Research a n d P l a n n i n g : 

I see an u r g e n t need f o r a Research a n d P lann ing 
C o m m i t t e e t o exp lore poss ib i l i t ies f o r t h e f u t u r e 
o f t h e c h u r c h , a n d t o m a k e r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s t o 
t h e a p p r o p r i a t e bodies o f C o n v e n t i o n . I r e c o m ­
m e n d t h a t such a c o m m i t t e e be made u p o f the 
President o f C o n v e n t i o n , t h e C h a i r m a n o f t h e 
C o u n c i l o f M i n i s t e r s , a n d t h e President o f t h e Swe-
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G E N E R A L C O U N C I L M E E T S IN P H I L A D E L P H I A 

T h e Genera l C o u n c i l h e l d i ts m i d - w i n t e r m e e t i n g 
at t h e F r a n k l i n M o t o r I n n i n P h i l a d e l p h i a , J a n u a r y 
2 3 - 2 5 . M e m b e r s m e t f o r supper at 6 : 3 0 P . M . o n 
F r i d a y , t h e 2 3 r d , a n d began t h e i r f o r m a l m e e t i n g 
at 8 : 0 0 P . M . Present were Ernest 0 . M a r t i n , presi ­
d e n t ; S t e w a r t E . Poole , v ice -pres ident ; Chester T . 
C o o k , t reasurer ; E t h e l R i ce , secretary; R a n d a l l 
L a a k k o , Peter Gree ley , N o r m a n Bestor , Paul Za­
charias, R o b e r t T a f e l , A d o l p h L i e b e r t , R i c h a r d H . 
T a f e l , V i r g i n i a B r a n s t o n , R o b e r t Y o u n g , A u g u s t 
E b e l a n d E l l s w o r t h Se ibert . 

T h e agenda i n c l u d e d 35 i t ems o f business. Some 
were d ispatched i n a m a t t e r o f seconds. Others 
t o o k as l o n g as 2 hours . T h e pres ident , vice-presi ­
d e n t a n d treasurer h a d m e t a l l day F r i d a y t o p u t 
t h e f i n i s h i n g touches o n t h e b u d g e t , a n d p r i n t e d 
copies were available f o r a l l members w h e n the 
c o u n c i l m e e t i n g began. 

A t i t s m e e t i n g the C o u n c i l : 

L I S T E N E D t o an encourag ing up - to -date r e p o r t 
f r o m U r b a n a College b y i t s pres ident , D r . Paul 
Z e h n e r . 

A D O P T E D a budget o f $ 1 1 6 , 6 3 3 f o r t h e f iscal 
year 1 9 7 0 - 1 9 7 1 , presented b y t h e treasurer , Ches­
ter T . C o o k . 

A S K E D t h a t m i n u t e s o f a l l meet ings o f C o n v e n t i o n 
boards a n d c o m m i t t e e s be sent t o General C o u n c i l 
members so t h a t t h e y can be k e p t i n f o r m e d o f 
C o n v e n t i o n - w i d e ac t iv i t i es a n d concerns. 

S T U D I E D v o t i n g age r e q u i r e m e n t s f o r c o n v e n t i o n 
delegates a n d agreed t h a t delegates w h o were e l i ­
g ible t o vote i n t h e i r l o ca l churches w o u l d be c e r t i ­
f i e d as e l ig ib le t o vo te as delegates at c o n v e n t i o n . 

S A W A N D H E A R D a co lored-s l ide p r e s e n t a t i o n o f 
the N a t i o n a l C o u n c i l o f Churches general assembly 
h e l d i n D e t r o i t i n December . 

C O N S I D E R E D a new pens ion p l a n f o r min is ters 
presented b y t h e Rev. J e r o m e Poole . T h e o f f i cers 
o f C o n v e n t i o n were asked t o give f u r t h e r s t u d y t o 
t h e proposa l and m a k e specif ic r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s . 

D I S C U S S E D t h e status o f t h e n a t i o n a l c h u r c h i n 
W a s h i n g t o n , D . C , and r e c o m m e n d e d t h e develop­
m e n t o f a p l a n t o m a k e b e t t e r use o f t h e resources, 
w h i c h m i g h t w e l l mean the sale o f t h e p r o p e r t y 
and t h e i n i t i a t i o n o f a new p r o g r a m . I t was p o i n t e d 
o u t t h a t C o n v e n t i o n has a d o p t e d t h e p o l i c y o f 
h o l d i n g i ts a n n u a l meet ings o n college campuses 
a n d is u n l i k e l y t o use t h e n a t i o n a l c h u r c h f o r any 
f u t u r e c o n v e n t i o n . 

R E V I E W E D t h e r e c o m m e n d a t i o n o f the B o a r d o f 
Managers o f t h e Swedenborg Schoo l o f R e l i g i o n 
t h a t c o n t i n u e d s u p p o r t be g iven t o P r o g r a m L i n k 
i n Bel levue , W a s h i n g t o n . D r . R o b e r t H . K i r v e n is 
c o m p l e t i n g a b o o k - l e n g t h s t u d y o f t h e Bel levue 
p r o g r a m f o r t h e B o a r d o f Managers. 

L O O K E D at copies o f t h e 1 9 6 9 C o n v e n t i o n J o u r ­
n a l , f resh o f f the press, a n d v o t e d t o p u b l i s h no 
J o u r n a l i n 1 9 7 0 ( i n t h e absence o f a c o n v e n t i o n ) . 
A c o m b i n e d 1 9 7 0 - 1 9 7 1 J o u r n a l w i l l be issued i n 
1 9 7 1 . 

R E A D a r e p o r t o f t h e 1 9 7 0 W o r l d A s s e m b l y t o be 
h e l d i n L o n d o n , s u b m i t t e d b y t h e Rev. O t h m a r T o -
b isch . Reg is trat ions have been received f r o m 1 9 0 
persons, i n c l u d i n g 2 4 min i s te rs and 17 wives. 

A P P R O V E D t h e a p p o i n t m e n t o f a Research a n d 
P l a n n i n g C o m m i t t e e made u p o f t h e pres ident o f 
C o n v e n t i o n , c h a i r m a n o f t h e C o u n c i l o f M i n i s t e r s , 
pres ident o f t h e S w e d e n b o r g Schoo l o f R e l i g i o n , 
and such consu l tants as t h e y m a y engage. T h i s 
c o m m i t t e e w i l l exp l o re poss ib i l i t ies f o r the f u t u r e 
o f t h e c h u r c h and m a k e r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s t o ap­
p r o p r i a t e bodies . 

V O T E D t o sponsor a conference f o r selected l a y ­
m e n t o share hopes , dreams, and ideas f o r t h e f u ­
t u r e d e v e l o p m e n t o f the c h u r c h . 

H E A R D a r e p o r t f r o m S t e w a r t E . Poole t h a t an 
increasing n u m b e r o f churches ( i n c l u d i n g Associa­
t i o n s ) have j o i n e d C o n v e n t i o n ' s " c o m m o n f u n d , " 
depos i t ing t h e i r e n d o w e d f u n d s i n t h e B a n k o f D e l ­
aware . We have established o u r o w n m u t u a l f u n d 
a n d receive the b e n e f i t o f pro fess ional i n v e s t m e n t 
counsel . 



R E P O R T cont 'd , from p. 14 
d e n b o r g Schoo l o f R e l i g i o n , w i t h such consu l tants 
as t h e y m a y w i s h t o engage. 

T h e c h u r c h is engaged i n a n u m b e r o f n e w ven ­
tures , i n c l u d i n g Program L i n k , E l C e r r i t o , C i n c i n ­
n a t i , a n d M i a m i , b u t i t is i m p o r t a n t t h a t an overa l l 
strategy be deve loped a n d c o m m u n i c a t e d t o the 
w h o l e c h u r c h . T h e conference a t U r b a n a i n A u ­
gust 1 9 6 8 was an i m p o r t a n t step i n long-range 
p l a n n i n g . T h e conference last June o f f a c u l t y , 
managers, a n d d i r e c t o r s o f the t h e o l o g i c a l schoo l 
was equa l ly i m p o r t a n t . The E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e 
o f t h e C o u n c i l o f Min i s te r s is r e c o m m e n d i n g a con ­
ference o f l a y m e n t o feed new i n p u t i n t o o u r l o n g -
range p l a n n i n g . 

Central Office: 

C o n v e n t i o n ' s c ent ra l o f f i c e m i g h t be said t o con ­
sist o f t h e pres ident , Ernest M a r t i n ; t h e e d i t o r o f 
The Messenger, R o b e r t K i r v e n ; a n d t h e c h a i r m a n 
o f t h e B o a r d o f Miss ions , George D o l e . Secretar­
ial services are p e r f o r m e d b y G ladys Baker a n d 
L e o n a F r e e d m a n . Fac i l i t i e s such as t h e e lectr ic 
m i m e o g r a p h machine and t h e S C M copier are 
shared w i t h the theo l og i ca l s choo l . 

C o p y f o r The Messenger is prepared each m o n t h 
o n o u r new I B M composer . T h e 1 9 6 9 C o n v e n t i o n 
J o u r n a l was also prepared o n the composer a n d 
w i l l be d i s t r i b u t e d t h e end o f J a n u a r y . T h e De ­
p a r t m e n t o f P u b l i c a t i o n is also p l a n n i n g t o p u b ­
l i sh some p a m p h l e t s t h r o u g h t h e centra l o f f i c e . 

We are g r a t e f u l t o t h e theo l og i ca l schoo l f o r p r o ­
v i d i n g rent - f ree o f f i c e space p lus heat , l i g h t a n d 
te l ephone service. We have a m p l e r o o m f o r t h e 
archives o f t h e c h u r c h i n t h e f i r e - p r o o f v a u l t o f the 
school l i b r a r y , and f o r t h e f i les a n d records f o r ­
m e r l y k e p t i n t h e o f f i c e o f Horace B l a c k m e r w h e n 
he was secretary o f C o n v e n t i o n . T h e B o a r d o f M i s ­
sions f i les w i l l also be k e p t here. We have an u p -
to -date address l is t o f al l C o n v e n t i o n members , 
a n d mai l ings are made t h r o u g h t h e B o s t o n M a i l i n g 
Co . 

M E E T I N G S O F B O A R D S A N D C O M M I T T E E S : 

B o a r d o f P u b l i c a t i o n , A u g u s t 4 
S w e d e n b o r g Schoo l o f R e l i g i o n , B o a r d o f D i r e c ­

t o r s , O c t o b e r 9 
B o a r d o f E d u c a t i o n , O c t o b e r 19-20 
Trustees o f U r b a n a College, O c t o b e r 18 
Research and D e v e l o p m e n t C o m m i t t e e , O c t . 

3 1 - N o v . 1 

A N C L E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e , N o v e m b e r 2 
A u g m e n t a t i o n F u n d C o m m i t t e e , N o v e m b e r 3 
B o a r d o f Miss ions , N o v e m b e r 7-8 
W a y f a r e r s ' Chape l , B o a r d o f Managers, N o v e m ­

ber 14-15 
C o m m i t t e e o f B o a r d o f E d u c a t i o n , December 31 
C o u n c i l o f M i n i s t e r s , E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e , 

J a n . 4-5, 1 9 7 0 
S w e d e n b o r g Schoo l o f R e l i g i o n , B o a r d o f M a n -

a g e r s > J a n - 9-10 
Trustees o f t h e N a t i o n a l C h u r c h , J a n u a r y 18 

A S S O C I A T I O N M E E T I N G S : 
Massachusetts A s s o c i a t i o n , N e w t o n v i l l e , O c t . 4 
C o n n e c t i c u t A s s o c i a t i o n , N e w Haven , O c t . 14 
O h i o A s s o c i a t i o n , C i n c i n n a t i , O c t . 19 

M E E T I N G S W I T H L O C A L C H U R C H M I N I S T E R S , 
O F F I C E R S O R C O M M I T T E E S : 

C i n c i n n a t i , O c t o b e r 19 
Cleve land, O c t o b e r 2 8 
E l C e r r i t o , N o v e m b e r 16-17 
San Franc i s co , N o v e m b e r 16-18 
P o r t l a n d , O r e g o n , N o v e m b e r 18-19 
V a n c o u v e r , B .C, N o v e m b e r 19 -20 
C o l o r a d o Springs, C o l o r a d o , N o v e m b e r 2 0 - 2 3 
D e t r o i t , N o v e m b e r 30 
W a s h i n g t o n , D . C , J a n . 18 -19 , 1 9 7 0 

P R E A C H E D : 
Congregat iona l C h u r c h , B r i d g t o n , Maine , 

A u g u s t 17 
Mass. A s s o c i a t i o n , N e w t o n v i l l e , O c t o b e r 4 
C o n n . A s s o c i a t i o n , N e w Haven , O c t o b e r 14 
O h i o A s s o c i a t i o n , C i n c i n n a t i , O c t o b e r 19 
Co lo rado Springs, C o l o r a d o , N o v e m b e r 23 
D e t r o i t , M i c h i g a n , N o v e m b e r 3 0 

S P E C I A L S E R V I C E S : 
D e d i c a t i o n o f C i n c i n n a t i C h u r c h , O c t o b e r 19 
R e s u r r e c t i o n Services: 

B e l l Q u a y l e , M i c h i g a n , O c t o b e r 22 
J o h n B o y l e , C leve land , O h i o O c t o b e r 2 7 

N A T I O N A L C O U N C I L O F C H U R C H E S 

General B o a r d , I n d i a n a p o l i s , September 11 -12 
General A s s e m b l y , D e t r o i t , N o v e m b e r 29 -

D e c e m b e r 5 

S W E D E N B O R G S C H O O L O F R E L I G I O N : 

E n t e r t a i n e d s tudents , f a c u l t y , a n d wives at o u r 
h o m e , September 2 6 

J o i n s tudents , f a c u l t y , a n d fami l i es f o r l u n c h e o n 
each T h u r s d a y , a n d p a r t i c i p a t e i n schoo l 
chapel services 

L e d discussion o f a tape r e c o r d i n g o n " L i f e A f t e r 
D e a t h " b y B i s h o p P i k e , N o v e m b e r 7, at 
m e e t i n g o f s tudents , f a c u l t y , a n d fami l i e s 



A Note F r o m the Director 

T H E NEW C H U R C H W O R L D A S S E M B L Y 
1970 

Thursday 2nd J u l y to Sunday 5 t h J u l y 

T h e c o m p l e x threads o f arrangements f o r the A s ­
sembly w i l l soon emerge as a single s t rand so t h a t 
early i n 1 9 7 0 members o f N e w C h u r c h organiza­
t i o n s t h r o u g h o u t the w o r l d w i l l receive a b r o c h u r e 
g iv ing the p r o g r a m m e o f events. T h e t o t a l n u m b e r 
w h o can a t t e n d any m e e t i n g is l i m i t e d t o f ive h u n ­
dred people because t h a t is the m a x i m u m p e r m i t t e d 
i n the V i c t o r i a H a l l , B l o o m s b u r y Square, L o n d o n 
where most o f the sessions w i l l be h e l d . T h i s means 
t h a t admiss ion w i l l have t o be by t i c k e t o n l y . T h e 
cost o f a t i c k e t w i l l be 8 p o u n d s o r $ 2 0 . 0 0 U.S . 
w h i c h w i l l cover the expenses o f t h e A s s e m b l y , 
m o r n i n g cof fee , lunches , tea i n t h e a f t e r n o o n o n 
the T h u r s d a y , F r i d a y a n d S a t u r d a y , the A s s e m b l y 
Social o n t h e F r i d a y evening, a n d a b u f f e t supper 
at t h e Houses o f P a r l i a m e n t . 

Recognis ing t h a t n o t everyone w i l l be able t o a t t e n d 
al l meet ings , t h e t i c k e t s are transferable so t h a t f u l l 
use can be made o f t h e m . T i c k e t s w i l l n o t be nec­
essary t o a t t e n d the u n i t e d service o f W o r s h i p o n 
the S u n d a y , as th i s w i l l be h e l d i n t h e St . Pancras 
Assembly H a l l i n C a m d e n T o w n H a l l , E u s t o n R o a d 
a lmost oppos i te St . Pancras S t a t i o n , where there is 
r o o m f o r near ly a t h o u s a n d people . Even one rest­
less smal l c h i l d can d i s t u r b a service o f w o r s h i p , so 
p r o v i s i o n has been made f o r smal l c h i l d r e n t o be 
t a k e n care o f b y capable " m o t h e r s " i n a r o o m i n 
C a m d e n T o w n H a l l . E v e r y o n e a t t e n d i n g w o r s h i p 
w i l l receive a souvenir copy o f t h e order o f service 
w h i c h can f l o w t h r o u g h i n sequence and d i g n i t y 
w i t h o u t be ing p u n c t u a t e d b y a n n o u n c e m e n t s : and 
t o avo id a l e n g t h y d is turbance w h i l e the o f f e r t o r y 
is t a k e n , those a t t e n d i n g are asked t o place t h e i r 
o f fer ings o n arr iva l i n the b o w l s placed i n the en­
trance o f t h e A s s e m b l y H a l l . 

I t has n o t been pract i cab le t o arrange f o r l u n c h o n 
the S u n d a y . 

T h e p a r k i n g o f cars i n L o n d o n is d i f f i c u l t at any 
t i m e , and anyone t r a v e l l i n g t o t h e A s s e m b l y b y car 
is advised t o leave t h e car o n t h e o u t s k i r t s o f the 
c i t y and comple te the j o u r n e y b y t u b e t r a i n o r bus. 

Sacramental services c o n d u c t e d accord ing t o the 
l i t u r g i c a l f o r m s a d o p t e d b y Conference , C o n v e n ­
t i o n a n d t h e General C h u r c h w i l l be h e l d o n the 

Saturday a f t e r n o o n at the Conference societies at 
K e n s i n g t o n and C a m b e r w e l l Churches and the Gen­
eral C h u r c h soc iety i n B r i x t o n . 

O n the Sunday a f t e r n o o n w h e n v is i tors t o the A s ­
sembly w i l l be t o u r i n g "Swedenborg ' s L o n d o n " , 
there w i l l be an o p p o r t u n i t y f o r those w h o have 
been unable t o a t t e n d the meet ings o f the A s s e m b l y 
t o meet t h e leading celebrit ies f r o m overseas. T i c k ­
ets w i l l n o t be r e q u i r e d f o r t h i s . T h e President o f 
C o n v e n t i o n , the Rev. Ernest M a r t i n and B i shop 
W i l l a r d P e n d l e t o n o f the General C h u r c h have a l ­
ready s igni f ied t h e i r wi l l ingness t o be present a n d 
there w i l l be o thers . I n m a k i n g these arrangements 
t h e L o n d o n C o m m i t t e e h o p e d p a r t i c u l a r l y t h a t 
y o u n g people o f N e w C h u r c h organ izat i ons i n B r i t ­
a in w o u l d take th i s f i r s t o p p o r t u n i t y o f m e e t i n g 
the leaders o f the N e w C h u r c h f r o m o ther countr i e s . 
N o special events have been arranged f o r t h e m as i t 
is f e l t t h e y are as able as any o lder members o f the 
A s s e m b l y t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n the proceedings. 

T h e t o u r o f the Houses o f Par l i ament a n d Supper 
i n the M e m b e r s ' d i n i n g r o o m s h o u l d be an in teres t ­
i n g exper ience . T h i s has been arranged p a r t l y be­
cause t h e i n f o r m a l i t y o f a B u f f e t Supper gives m u c h 
b e t t e r o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r social contacts t h a n is pos­
sible at a f o r m a l b a n q u e t . One o f the great achieve­
ments o f t h i s W o r l d Assembly w i l l be t h a t f o r t h e 
f i r s t t i m e i n h i s t o r y members o f the var ious o rgan­
izat ions o f the N e w C h u r c h t h r o u g h o u t the w o r l d 
w i l l be m e e t i n g toge ther i n a s p i r i t o f c h a r i t y a n d 
g o o d w i l l . I f the Assembly achieves n o t h i n g m o r e 
t h a n t h a t , i t w i l l have been w o r t h w h i l e . 

I n m y n e x t issue o f " n o t e s " I s h o u l d be able t o 
show h o w we have "spread the l o a d " t o ensure 
t h a t leaders f r o m var ious parts o f t h e w o r l d take 
t h e i r p a r t i n each day 's service o f w o r s h i p a n d i n 
the general proceedings . M e a n t i m e readers m a y l i k e 
t o k n o w t h a t o n the Wednesday preceeding the A s ­
sembly (1st J u l y ) at t h e V i c t o r i a H a l l , the General 
C o n v e n t i o n is h o l d i n g a m e e t i n g cover ing a n u m b e r 
o f subjects ( w h i c h w i l l appear i n the B r o c h u r e ) 
w h e n t h e y i n v i t e v is i tors t o be present . T h a t same 
evening t h e Women ' s League o f B r i t a i n , w i t h w h o m 
the W o m e n ' s G u i l d General C h u r c h w i l l be co l lab ­
o r a t i n g , w i l l be arranging a social . B u t I w i l l leave 
t h e m t o advertise t h e i r o w n arrangements . 

I n d i v i d u a l s seeking f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n are asked 
t o get i n t o u c h w i t h the N e w C h u r c h o r g a n i z a t i o n 
w i t h w h i c h t h e y are associated. T h e y s h o u l d n o t 
w r i t e d i r e c t l y e i ther t o the Secretary t o t h e Assem­
b l y or t o m e ! R o y Griffith 

London 



S W E D E N B O R G I A N S I N A F R I C A 

In the course of a study tour around Africa, Jean 
Heydon Hoyt and Eleanor Spiers Allen contacted 
a Bantu Swedenborgian group in South Africa. The 
following is an account of their visit. 

S o u t h A f r i c a is a b e a u t i f u l c o u n t r y where B a n t u 
(b lacks ) o u t n u m b e r A f r i c a n s ( w h i t e s ) f o u r t o one . 
There are a b o u t h a l f as m a n y Coloreds ( m i x e d 
race) as w h i t e s a n d h a l f as m a n y Asians ( I n d i a n s ) 
as Coloreds . Signs are a lways i n b o t h A f r i k a a n s 
a n d E n g l i s h , t h e t w o o f f i c i a l languages. M u l t i r a c i a l 
p o l i t i c s a n d meet ings are o u t l a w e d except b y per­
m i t . 

We were b o o k e d f o r a week i n a n d o u t o f J o h a n ­
nesburg a n d o u r m o s t r e w a r d i n g experience was i n 
t h e B a n t u c i t y o f S o w e t o , t e n mi les s ou thwes t o f 
Johannesburg . I t is an exclusive n o n - w h i t e c o m ­
m u n i t y , e q u i p p e d w i t h neat b r i c k homes , sewage, 
e l e c t r i c i t y , r u n n i n g w a t e r , schools, hosp i ta l s ( a l l 
f r ee ) , etc . I t s p o p u l a t i o n is 7 0 0 , 0 0 0 a n d is c o m ­
posed o f 4 0 t o w n s h i p s . D u r i n g t h e second W o r l d 
War , industr i es i n t h e cit ies a t t r a c t e d b lack labor 
a n d t h e u n e m p l o y e d c r o w d e d i n t o inadequate 
h o u s i n g , r e s u l t i n g i n s l u m dwel l ings o f t h e m o s t 
miserable k i n d s t r e t c h i n g mi les o u t f r o m the c i t y 
l i m i t s . Faced w i t h t h e prospect o f c i t ies b e c o m i n g 
increasingly b l a c k , d o m i n a t e d b y slums t h a t were 
b reed ing places f o r c r i m e a n d disease, t h e r u l i n g 
N a t i o n a l i s t p a r t y dec ided o n a p r o g r a m o f b u i l d i n g 
t w o d i s t i n c t na t i ons i n S o u t h A f r i c a . T h i s p r o g r a m 
cal led A p a r t h e i d ( p r o n o u n c e d A p a r t - h a t e ) , envis­
i o n e d b u i l d i n g se t t lements f o r t h e B a n t u , g i v ing 
t h e m t h e i r o w n homes a n d c o m m u n i t y govern­
m e n t . I n t i m e t h e y w o u l d become c o m p l e t e l y 
se l f -governing i n t h e i r o w n " B a n t u s t a n s " a n d S o u t h 
A f r i c a w o u l d t h e n emerge as t w o d i s t i n c t n a t i o n s , 
one b lack a n d t h e o t h e r w h i t e l i v i n g side b y side. 
I n Johannesburg t h e s lums have been a l m o s t clear­
ed , t h e resu l t b e i n g S o w e t o w h i c h has i t s o w n C i t y 
C o u n c i l a n d m a y o r , b u t admiss ion t o t h e c i t y is 
s t r i c t l y c o n t r o l l e d b y t h e J o h a n n e s b u r g C o u n c i l . 
Subs id ized buses t a k e the B a n t u t o a n d f r o m w o r k 
i n t h e a l l - w h i t e c i t y . E v e r y o n e has t o have i d e n t i ­
f i c a t i o n cards b u t t h e n o n - w h i t e cards are ca l led 
passes a n d are m o r e o f t e n inspec ted . S u r p r i s i n g l y , 
t h e press o f S o u t h A f r i c a is p r a c t i c a l l y uncensored , 
and there is a B a n t u press w h i c h speaks o u t b o l d l y . 
T h e R a n d D a i l y M a i l o f Johannesburg has become 
w o r l d f a m o u s f o r i ts r e p o r t s o n t h e c o n d i t i o n s o f 
i m p o r t e d m i n e w o r k e r s . 

Whi tes are a l l o w e d i n S o w e t o o n l y b y o f f i c i a l per­
m i t o r i f a head B a n t u m a n is t h e escort . Jean a n d 
I were pr iv i l edged t o meet b o t h r e q u i r e m e n t s . O u r 
f i r s t v e n t u r e i n t o t h a t unusua l c i t y was w i t h t h e 
t o u r g r o u p i n an o f f i c i a l bus . T h e bus s t o p p e d 
o n l y t w i c e , t h e f i r s t t i m e at a l ove ly l i t t l e p a r k i n 
t h e center o f t h e c i t y . I t h a d an o l d stone t o w e r 
a n d replicas o f p r i m i t i v e t h a t c h e d r o o f h u t s . There 
was also an a r t i s t i c a l l y decorated park-house where 
we were served tea a n d so f t d r i n k s . T h e o t h e r bus 
s top was at an O l y m p i c - s i z e d s w i m m i n g p o o l t e e m ­
i n g w i t h b lack b o y s i n r e g u l a t i o n s w i m suits , 
c r o w d i n g eagerly over one a n o t h e r t o have t h e i r 
p i c tures t a k e n . We passed t h r o u g h street a f ter 
street o f c o m p a c t l i t t l e b r i c k houses, schools, etc . 
W i t h each house came a choice o f t w o f r u i t trees 
f o r t h e t i n y yards . M o s t o f t h e streets were paved . 
There was some l i t t e r . H a v i n g read o f the e x p l o i t ­
ive a n d c o n f i n i n g n a t u r e o f a p a r t h e i d , i t was a sur­
prise t o see n o barbed w i r e a r o u n d t h e i r c o m m u n ­
i t y a n d n o p o l i c e m e n . T h e o ldest t o w n s h i p i n 
S o w e t o is O r l a n d o a n d i t s m a i n street is M o o k i 
B o u l e v a r d , o n w h i c h street is f o u n d t h e M o o k i 
M e m o r i a l Col lege, i n m e m o r y o f t h e Rev. D a v i d 
M o o k i , w h o is responsible f o r t h e i n t r o d u c t i o n o f 
S w e d e n b o r g i n t o S o u t h A f r i c a . 

O u r second v i s i t t o S o w e t o was due t o t h e g o o d 
of f ices o f t h e Rev. B r i a n and M r s . K in gs lake , N e w 
C h u r c h m i n i s t e r n o w serving i n W a s h i n g t o n , D . C. 
M r . K ings lake h a d been General S u p e r i n t e n d e n t o f 
the B a n t u missions i n S o u t h A f r i c a be fore c o m i n g 
t o A m e r i c a . T h e missions were t h e n u n d e r t h e 
auspices o f t h e B r i t i s h Conference , b u t have been 
a u t o n o m o u s since J a n u a r y 1969 . His secretary h a d 
been t h e Rev. O b e d M o o k i , son o f t h e Rev. D a v i d . 
M r . M o o k i is n o w General S u p e r i n t e n d e n t , hav ing 
t a k e n M r . Kings lake ' s place . He is a very busy 
m a n , t r a v e l l i n g a l l over S o u t h A f r i c a , m i n i s t e r i n g 
t o the leaders o f i ts 2 5 , 0 0 0 members a n d t e a c h i n g 
theo l og i ca l s tudents . 

Ear l i e r i n t h e w e e k , M r . M o o k i h a d g o t t e n i n t o u c h 
w i t h us b y p h o n e a n d arranged t o cal l f o r us o n 
Sunday m o r n i n g , M a r c h 2 , t o take us t o his c h u r c h . 
H e p r o v e d t o be a m o s t d e l i g h t f u l , o u t g o i n g a n d 
enthusiast ic person . . . A s we entered the y a r d o f 
the M o o k i C h u r c h , we were greeted b y M r s . M o o k i 
a n d t w o members a n d ushered i n t o t h e i r smal l b u t 
w e l l f u r n i s h e d a p a r t m e n t a t tached t o the rear o f 
t h e C h u r c h . M r s . M o o k i is a pleasant, s h o r t , ample 
person a n d a real b u n d l e o f t a l e n t . She is n o t o n l y 
organist and c h o i r leader, organizer o f the W o m e n ' s 
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R E P O R T F R O M U R B A N A 

S p r i n g 1969 

T h e w i n t e r has been m i l d f o r t h e s tudents o f U r ­
bana College. Whi l e t h e east a n d west coasts suf­
fered a seige o f s t o rms n o t o n l y i n weather , b u t i n 
campus d e m o n s t r a t i o n s , t h e people o f U r b a n a and 
U r b a n a College were g ra te fu l f o r a q u i e t e r t i m e . 
N o b o d y is u n m i n d f u l o f the fac t t h a t we are l i v i n g 
i n a t u r m o i l be fore t h e greatest b r e a k t h r o u g h i n 
h i s t o r y . W i t h m e n o n the m o o n , t r u e p i o n e e r i n g 
begins again. I n the m e a n t i m e m a n struggles f o r a 
b r e a k t h r o u g h i n surgery ( rep lac ing hearts a n d o ther 
v i t a l organs) i n p s y c h i a t r y ( w o r k i n g w i t h c ent ra l 
nervous systems) as w e l l i n w i d e areas o f t e c h n o ­
l o g y . 

M a n y people v iew w i t h a l a r m the deviants f r o m the 
n o r m , a n d t h e i r r a t i o n a l i t y o f v io lence everywhere . 
I have read t h a t "Stress occurs w h e n an i n d i v i d u a l 
is no longer sure o f h i m s e l f or o f the values he has 
t r a d i t i o n a l l y h e l d . W h e n people act i n a w a y t h e y 
are n o t supposed t o act , t h e n we k n o w stress is pre­
s e n t . " 

T h e w h o l e m o v e m e n t o f U r b a n a College is l ike 
w a t c h i n g one person as he lives t h r o u g h the present 
because college is t h e o r i g i n a l l a u n c h i n g pad o n 
t h i s e a r t h . 

T h e average s t u d e n t is f u l l y aware o f b i g events 
c o m i n g , a n d he is under pressure t o prepare h i m s e l f 
f o r t h e m . P e t t y f r u s t r a t i o n s seem m a g n i f i e d a n d 
he " b l o w s his c o o l " over such th ings as needed 
gravel f o r t h e p a t h t h r o u g h the wo o ds f r o m B r o w n e 
t o N o r t h H a l l , an unnecessary mess i n lounges t h a t 
incons iderate s tudents render less t h a n cozy a n d 
h o m e l i k e . A d d i t i o n a l p a r k i n g areas needed b y c o m ­
m u t e r s tudents are a f u r t h e r gnat i n the gravy , o r 
perhaps some students w a n t m o r e voice i n a d m i n i ­
s t r a t i o n o r choos ing a college pres ident . Strangely 
e n o u g h , a l t h o u g h he m a y be o v e r w h e l m e d b y t r i ­
v ia l i t i e s , a f u l l schedule o f studies , a n d l i t t l e enough 
rest he f r e q u e n t l y gripes t h a t there " i s n ' t enough 
t o d o " f o r r e c rea t i on o n weekends . T h e o ldster is 
m o r e l i k e l y t o be the person w h o says w i t h s p i r i t , 
" T h i s is a n e x c i t i n g a n d t h r i l l i n g t i m e i n w h i c h t o 
l ive . I ' m glad t o be p a r t o f i t . " A s t u d e n t is m o r e 
apt t o q u o t e w h a t s omebody said, " T h e p h e n o m ­
e n o n o f o u r t i m e is t h a t m o s t people are w i l d l y 
i n d i g n a n t a b o u t e v e r y t h i n g . " 

H o w m a n y people have read an i m p o r t a n t n e w 
b o o k , a n d t h e n placed i t (useless) o n a shelf f o r 
o r n a m e n t a t i o n instead o f m a i l i n g i t as a c o n t r i b u ­
t i o n t o the U r b a n a College L i b r a r y ? 

T h e spokesman o f t o m o r r o w is o n campus t o d a y . 
He w i l l r e t u r n perhaps i n t w e n t y - f i v e years t o t a l k 
t o s tudents o n some h o m e c o m i n g w e e k e n d . Suc­
cess s h o u l d n o t be measured c h i e f l y b y m o n e y . His 
achievements m a y be s c i ent i f i c , h u m a n i s t i c , p h i l o ­
sophic , e c o n o m i c , l i t e r a r y — n o t necessarily p h i l a n ­
t h r o p i c . 

Y o u feel t h e y o u t h f u l eagerness o n campus as t h e 
s t u d e n t b o d y reaches o u t , s w a t t i n g t h e f l y o f de­
s t ruc t ive and d i s t r a c t i n g e lements , m o v i n g i n t o or ­
b i t o f the c o m i n g b r e a k t h r o u g h i n a l l f ie lds o f en­
deavor. 

A u t u m n 1 9 6 9 

There are m a n y prec ious features a b o u t U r b a n a 
College t h a t are s o m e w h a t o r a l together l a c k i n g i n 
huge, i m p e r s o n a l univers i t ies . 

I t means a great deal t o a s t u d e n t t o k n o w his p r o ­
fessor, t o socialize w i t h h i m , a n d t o perhaps be i n ­
v i t e d t o his h o m e f o r an evening w i t h o t h e r y o u n g 
people . 

N o m a t t e r h o w i n t e r e s t i n g , e x c i t i n g , o r c h a r m i n g 
any college m a y be, a s t u d e n t is ready t o get away 
f o r a l i t t l e w h i l e w h e n F r i d a y n i g h t comes. I t i s n ' t 
t h a t he l ikes college any less, b u t perhaps t h e a t ­
mosphere o f any i n s t i t u t i o n p lus t h e fa t igue o f 
s t u d y i n g al l week makes h i m w a n t t o get o f f c a m p ­
us f o r a w h i l e . F r i d a y n i g h t is t h e zero h o u r o f the 
week ! F r e s h m e n do n o t have cars, b u t i n a smal l 
t o w n l i k e U r b a n a i t is o n l y a w a l k o f a f e w b lo cks 
t o reach the recreat i ona l fac i l i t i es o f t h e c o m m u n i ­
t y . O l d e r s tudents w i t h cars dr ive t o S p r i n g f i e l d , 
D a y t o n , or C o l u m b u s , none o f w h i c h are far . B u t 
t h e y d o n ' t have t o c o n t e n d w i t h c i t y t r a f f i c p r o b ­
lems a n d noise j u s t a l l o f the t i m e as i f they were 
c o m m u t i n g t o an e n o r m o u s s choo l , a n d t h e n w a l k ­
i n g a great distance b e t w e e n classes. 

People are changeable, a n d y o u n g people are n o ex­
c e p t i o n . One s t u d e n t w h o came i n last f a l l said t o 
m e , " I d o n ' t w a n t t o be w i t h a l l these c r u d d y k i d s , 
a n d I d i d n ' t choose t h i s s c h o o l . " She has n o w 
changed her m i n d , in tends t o graduate here , a n d is 
g ra te fu l she w a i t e d l o n g enough t o appreciate U r -
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V I R U S OR VITAMIN? 

R e c e n t l y as I r ode t w o or three h u n d r e d miles b y 
car o n a S u n d a y , I f e l t l i k e a mere lone v i rus i n t h e 
b l o o d - s t r e a m o f a m o n s t e r w h o l l y i g n o r a n t o f me 
o r o f a n y t h i n g I h a d t o give i t . A n d y e t — k n o w i n g 
the D o c t r i n e s o f t h e N e w C h u r c h , I t h o u g h t I 
o u g h t t o be capable o f h e l p i n g t o i n n o c u l a t e t h e 
m o n s t e r w i t h s o m e t h i n g t h a t m i g h t prevent i t f r o m 
b e c o m i n g a L o s t C i v i l i z a t i o n w i t h vast r u i n s o f i t s 
greatness such as are f o u n d i n parts o f C e n t r a l a n d 
S o u t h A m e r i c a . We were a m o n g hordes o f m o v i n g 
pleasure vehicles—some passing us, some go ing o u r 
w a y — a l o n g t rac ts u n d i s t u r b e d b y t r a f f i c l i g h t s , b u t 
p u n c t u a t e d b y S T O P - P A Y T O L L barr iers . 

We passed p i l e a f ter p i l e o f pan-cake- layer apar t ­
ments—al l occupied—al l expensive, a f ter passing 
clusters a n d clusters o f separate houses—all o c cu ­
p ied—al l expensive. Patches o f w o o d l a n d a n d grass 
were preserved f o r t h e i r b e a u t y a l ong the w a y . 

T h e l o n g t r i p " t h e r e and b a c k " w h i c h i n c l u d e d a 
C h u r c h service a n d meetings w i t h f r i ends a n d t h e 
r ide a m o n g hordes o f f e l l ow- t rave lers made me 
w o n d e r a b o u t the Possibi l i t ies o f t h e N e w C h u r c h . 
O l d fashioned " C h u r c h - G o i n g " has l i t t l e , i f any v i ­
t a l i t y l e f t t o i t . I n w h a t f o r m can the V i r u s o r the 
V i t a m i n o f the N e w C h u r c h take e f fect o n t h e 
" m o n s t e r " o f h u m a n i t y — e v e n i t s i n t e l l i g e n t a n d 
recept ive par t? 

T h e " m o n s t r o u s " c i v i l i z a t i o n , o f w h i c h I a m a f ter 
al l a p a r t , urges some p e o p l e — b o t h y o u n g a n d o ld— 
t o t r y t o get t oge ther t o do th i s o r t h a t t o i t . 

One m a r v e l o f o u r c i v i l i z a t i o n is t h a t such a r ide 
was possible i n a day , i n c l u d i n g the C h u r c h a t t e n ­
dance a n d the v i s i t i n g . A n o t h e r w o n d e r o f o u r 
c i v i l i z a t i o n was t h a t we h a d music a l l t h e w a y -
such as we chose t o hear—not any o f i t f o r c e d u p o n 
us o r i n t e r f e r i n g w i t h w h a t o thers chose t o hear. 

D u r i n g the C h u r c h Service we were assured, at one 
p o i n t , t h a t t h e L o r d ' s C h u r c h s h o u l d come t o 
" e v e r y k i n d r e d and tongue a n d people a n d n a t i o n ' 
w h e n the " l i t t l e b o o k s h o u l d be o p e n e d " w h i c h 
conta ins the i n f i n i t e par t i cu lars w h i c h the L o r d 
alone k n o w s b u t w h i c h are t o be made k n o w n . 

W h a t can the t i n y v i rus or v i t a m i n o f N e w C h u r c h 
D o c t r i n e — n o t any mere Creed, b u t the ent i re w i s ­

d o m n e w l y g iven , do i n the vast m u l t i t u d e o f peo­
ple " r e p r e s e n t e d " b y w h a t one sees o n a r ide a l ong 
a m a i n h i g h w a y o n a Sunday? 

Perhaps V i t a m i n N O T V i r u s s h o u l d be the s y m b o l 
o f w h a t the N e w C h u r c h D o c t r i n e can do . A V i r u s 
does i ts w o r k and can be recovered f r o m . B u t 
w h e n the real c ontents o f N e w C h u r c h D o c t r i n e 
gets i n t o Soc ie ty , w i l l i t n o t l i k e a " V i t a m i n " o r 
m i n e r a l w o r k a bene f i cent t r a n s f o r m a t i o n a n d re­
n e w a l , m a k i n g w h a t is g o o d i n o u r c i v i l i z a t i o n 
m u c h be t te r able t o f u n c t i o n ? 

Cornelia Hinkley Hotson 

Mrs. Hotson is an isolated member with long-time connec­
tions with the church, and is a frequent contributor to 
The Messenger. 

U R B A N A cont 'd , from p. 19 
bana College. I t r e m i n d s me o f a f r i e n d w h o came 
over f r o m E n g l a n d , l i k e d n o t h i n g here a n d was 
homes i ck , r e t u r n e d t o her o w n c o u n t r y a n d t h e n re­
t u r n e d t o l ive p e r m a n e n t l y i n A m e r i c a . Perhaps 
c o m p a r i s o n requires t i m e . 

I feel respect f o r the sensible, courageous, i n t e l l i ­
gent y o u n g people I meet at U r b a n a College. T h e y 
t e l l me h o w t h e i r parents struggle t o give t h e m a 
college e d u c a t i o n . T h e y show a l o v i n g , concerned 
s p i r i t f o r f a m i l y illnesses a n d p r o b l e m s . M a n y o f 
t h e m have t o rush h o m e a f ter classes t o he lp o n a 
f a r m or take care o f y o u n g e r sisters or b r o t h e r s . 
T h e f a m i l y a n d c o m m u n i t y is an in tegra l p a r t o f 
the college experience here . I k n o w t h i s is n o t 
t y p i c a l o f t o d a y ' s a f f luence ; f o r instance , s tudents 
flying h o m e f o r t h e w e e k e n d w h e t h e r t h e y l ive o n 
the east o r west coast, a n d hav ing so m u c h m o n e y 
t h e y are t e m p t e d i n t o w i l d l y extravagant , e r o t i c , 
l i f e l o n g a n d i n j u r i o u s h a b i t s . A l l y o u n g people are 
cur i ous , e x p e r i m e n t i v e , a n d g u l l i b l e . B u t t h e care­
f u l l y budge ted y o u n g s t u d e n t o f U r b a n a College is 
j u s t so m u c h safer i n the who lesome atmosphere o f 
a smaller college t h a n he is i n mobs w h o sweep h i m 
a long i n protests against e v e r y t h i n g , b u t are o f t e n 
confused a n d become angry w i t h one a n o t h e r i n 
disagreement a b o u t w h a t t h e y are f o r . N o b o d y 
w a n t s a w a r , f o r example , b u t t h e y w a n t a c t i o n 

" i m m e d i a t e l y i f n o t b e f o r e " ( I q u o t e an Oz b o o k ) 
a n d m i l i t a n t a c t i o n is w a r . 

T h e s t u d e n t w h o has a s t r o n g f a i t h , is clear headed , 
h a r d w o r k i n g , sincere i n b e i n g o f use t o his col lege, 
his f r i ends , his f a m i l y , a n d c o m m u n i t y is a ve ry 
prec ious person indeed . We have m a n y o f t h e m at 
U r b a n a College. 
Mrs. Abaecherli is a Swedenborgian from Cincinnati and a 
volunteer worker at Urbana. 



L E T T E R S T O T H E E D I T O R 

Dear Sir : 

Here is a be la ted b u t m o s t apprec iat ive " t h a n k 
y o u " f o r t h e superb j o b t h a t was done i n p l a n n i n g 
and e x e c u t i n g the C o n v e n t i o n issues o f The Mes­
senger. T h e deta i l ed r epor t s o f w h a t was said a n d 
done , a n d the m a n y p i c tures o f t h e people assem­
b l e d , were a de l i ght t o t h e i r f r i ends w h o c o u l d n o t 
a t t e n d the gather ing b u t w h o yearned t o k n o w a l l 
a b o u t i t . These Messenger issues t r u l y d i d m o r e 
t h a n has ever be fore been done t o b r i n g Conven ­
t i o n h o m e t o all i ts m e m b e r s h i p . 

T h e descr ip t ions o f t h e " m o d e r n i z a t i o n " o f the 
w o r s h i p service were , t o say t h e least, s t a r t l i n g and 
i m p l i e d a swing t o the o t h e r e x t r e m e f r o m t r a d i ­
t i o n a l r i t u a l . Is any e x t r e m e desirable , a n d is i t 
v a l i d t o upset a procedure t h a t some l i k e and o thers 
d o n ' t , t o replace i t w i t h a d i f f e r e n t one t h a t o thers 
l ike and some d o n ' t ? S h o u l d n ' t a g r o u p c o m i n g t o ­
gether f r o m m a n y places t o w o r s h i p , agree t o g e t h ­
er as t o h o w t h e y w a n t t o do i t — r a t h e r t h a n have 
t h r u s t u p o n t h e m a new a n d strange procedure 
p l a n n e d b y a few? U n d o u b t e d l y i t was t h e sort o f 
occurrence t h a t one s h o u l d n o t evaluate w i t h o u t 
hav ing a c tua l l y been t h e r e — b u t the impressions o f 
i t , g iven b y t h e r e p o r t s a n d c o m m e n t s , are c e r t a i n ­
l y d i s concer t ing . 

T h e " L e t t e r t o A d u l t s " was b o t h s ign i f i cant and 
amusing t o us " o l d - t i m e r s " w h o , t h r o u g h the de­
cades, f r e q u e n t l y have heard N e w C h u r c h y o u n g 
people say t h e same t h i n g ! H i s t o r y does repeat i t ­
self, a n d each generat i on has t o search anew. 
A b o u t t e n years ago t h e y o u n g people c o m p l a i n e d 
o f n o t be ing " t a u g h t S w e d e n b o r g ; " t h e y d i d n o t 
get m u c h s y m p a t h y f r o m the o lder f o l k s and re­
g r e t t a b l y were n o t heard f r o m again. Y e t m u s t 
t h e y sit i n a h u d d l e l i k e baby b i r d s w a i t i n g f o r 
Swedenborg 's w r i t i n g s t o be d r o p p e d predigested 
i n t o t h e i r m o u t h s ? W h e n we were Leaguers 
( A N C L President and F i e l d Secretary 37 years ago) 
we a l l f e l t t h a t we were n o t be ing p r o p e r l y t a u g h t 
Swedenborg , so we p r o d u c e d o u r o w n s t u d y -
course: a year 's s u p p l y o f m o n t h l y mater ia ls i n ­
c l u d i n g suggested reading- l ists , prepared b y a c o m ­
m i t t e e o f Leaguers and a y o u n g m i n i s t e r , m i m e o ­
graphed a n d d i s t r i b u t e d t o Leaguers a l l over the 
c o u n t r y . 

Have t o d a y ' s y o u n g people , i f l a c k i n g the i n s t r u c ­
t i o n w h i c h every N e w - C h u r c h g r o u p shou ld o f f e r , 
chosen a v o l u m e o f S w e d e n b o r g and read i t a l l t h e 
w a y through—as f a i t h f u l l y a n d s t u d i o u s l y as t h e y 
w o u l d read t h e i r t e x t b o o k s i n m a t h e m a t i c s , science, 
or f o r e i g n languages? All new k n o w l e d g e is " f o r ­
e i g n " u n t i l we become accus tomed t o i t , so i ts i n i ­
t i a l strangeness is n o excuse f o r n o t l earning—and 
t h i s generat ion o f y o u n g people is supposed t o be 
the greatest where l e a r n i n g - a b i l i t y is concerned ! 

One m o r e c o m m e n t : I n "People Can C h a n g e " 
(December issue) the a u t h o r — o n e o f a g r o u p at o u r 
Bel levue Center—speaks o f " E m a n u e l Swedenborg , 
Jesus Chr i s t and a l l o f t h e o t h e r en l ightened m e n ! " 
Bel levue is where o u r s tudents f r o m t h e Sweden­
b o r g Schoo l o f R e l i g i o n are sent f o r p a r t o f t h e i r 
t r a i n i n g , and does th i s i m p o r t a n t N e w - C h u r c h cen­
ter not teach and m a k e clear the f u n d a m e n t a l N e w -
C h u r c h concept t h a t Jesus Chr i s t is God? 

Gwynne and David Mack 

Dear S i r : 

Regard ing y o u r request December 1 9 6 9 , p . 206— 
T h e Second C o m i n g o f the L o r d occurs w h e n I t r y 
m y u t m o s t t o l ive b y the g o o d t h a t I k n o w . Inso far 
as I struggle , He is c o m i n g . His a d v e n t f u l a r r iva l is 
a one o u t o f seven t i m e o f peace, r e s o l u t i o n , e f f o r t ­
less Oneness. His c o m i n g is n o t a rare event , b u t 
c o m m o n , i n fact the o n l y event . 

Wilson Van Dusen Ph.d 

1969 I N D E X 

A c o m p l e t e i n d e x t o art ic les p u b l i s h e d i n 77ie Mes­
senger d u r i n g 1 9 6 9 , r e p r o d u c e d suitable f o r b i n d i n g 
w i t h the year 's copies, is available f o r a n y o n e w h o 
w a n t s i t . Just w r i t e The Messenger, B o x E , N e w t o n , 
Mass. 0 2 1 5 8 . 
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M E S S A G E T O L E A G U E R S 

T h u r s d a y I sat d o w n and I was reading a b o o k 
The Secular Congregation. I s tar ted g e t t i n g a f e w 
ideas a n d I t h o u g h t I w o u l d w r i t e t h e m d o w n a n d 
relate t h e m t o y o u . M o s t o f t h e m are quest ions 
t h a t need answer ing a n d s h o u l d be answered as 
soon as y o u can. Some o f t h e m I can ' t answer b u t 
I hope y o u can. So here goes. 

H o w m a n y o f y o u w e n t t o t h e N e w Y o r k House-

p a r t y ? 

D i d y o u en joy g o i n g there? 

D i d y o u f i n d o u t h o w m u c h y o u d o n ' t k n o w a b o u t 
t h e c h u r c h and a b o u t yourselves? 

D i d y o u feel t h a t y o u w a n t t o do s o m e t h i n g a b o u t 
i t? 

Has anyone s tar ted t o do s o m e t h i n g a b o u t i t? 

Y o u m u s t be concerned a b o u t t h e c h u r c h , t h e 
league, and y o u r ne ighbor o r y o u w o u l d n ' t be 
here . 

Is any o f t h a t love? 
D i d y o u feel any love f r o m t h e houseparty? 
D o y o u feel any love here n o w ? 
D o y o u leave league meetings w i t h a f ee l ing 
o f e n l i g h t e n m e n t ? 
I f y o u d o n ' t , w h y no t ? 
D o y o u w a n t a change? 

D o y o u l i k e t h e same o l d atmosphere t h a t y o u 
have here? 

Does a change start le y o u r personal secur i ty? Y o u r 
o w n personal w o r l d ? 

H o w m a n y o f y o u go t o church? T h i s church? 

W h y d o n ' t t h e rest o f you? 

W o u l d a change i n t h e service help? 

W o u l d a change i n c o m m u n i o n service help? 

A f ew smal l changes c o u l d do the t r i c k . 

D o y o u get a n y t h i n g o u t o f c o m m u n i o n ? T h e ser­
vice as we n o w have i t? I d i d n ' t . I t was t o o i m p e r ­
sonal . 

Can we change s o m e t h i n g i n t h e c h u r c h so t h a t i t 
w i l l have more o f a m e a n i n g f o r everyone? I believe 
we can b u t i t w i l l take t i m e . 

W o u l d y o u l i k e t o learn m o r e a b o u t yourselves a n d 
o t h e r people? 

W o u l d m o r e o f y o u l i k e t o learn a b o u t the exis­
t e n t i a l aspects o f Swedenborg? 

Can y o u express y o u r love t o o t h e r people? Can 
y o u express y o u r feelings t o o t h e r people t o m a k e 
t h e m feel we l come? Can y o u do i t s incerelv? 

A r e y o u m a t u r e enough t o do some o f these things? 
I t h i n k y o u are. 

T h e t i m e has come . T h e c h u r c h is ready f o r a 
change. A t C o n v e n t i o n , peop le I t a l k e d t o f r o m a l l 
over the c o u n t r y are rea l ly ready f o r a change. T h e 
c h u r c h as I see i t is t o o i m p e r s o n a l . I can ' t get t o o 
m u c h o u t o f i t . Can we w o r k together f o r a change? 

D o y o u w a n t t o sit a r o u n d l i k e statues and n o t ab­
sorb a n y t h i n g o r d o y o u w a n t t o be an i n d i v i d u a l 
and t o take y o u r o w n m e a n i n g t h a t is e n t i r e l y y o u r s 
f r o m t h i s place and a p p l y i t t o y o u r o w n l i f e . 

D o y o u w a n t t o be a w h o l e c o m p l e t e person o r j u s t 
a social secur i ty number? 

W h e n do y o u w a n t t o start? Yes terday was t o o la te . 

Here are three areas t h a t need a change: the league, 
t h e service, and Sunday Schoo l . Th ings w i l l have 
t o be changed at the loca l c h u r c h because y o u are 
dea l ing w i t h i n d i v i d u a l s a n d t h e i r feel ings. Y o u 
have t o do th ings l i k e changes w i t h love i n y o u r 
hear t . A n d i f someone is d o i n g s o m e t h i n g t h a t we 
d o n ' t l i k e , g o u p t o t h e m a n d i n a k i n d l o v i n g w a y 
t a l k t o t h e m , see i f t h e y can u n d e r s t a n d . A n d i f 
t h e y see t h a t y o u care, especially a b o u t t h e m , t h e y 
m i g h t be able t o d ig w h a t y o u are r a p p i n g t o t h e m 
a b o u t . 

Y o u s h o u l d have a c o m m i t t e e f o r each t h i n g . Y o u 
are a l l smart enough t o come o u t o f the dark ages 
a n d m a k e suggestions. 

A f t e r a l l y o u are t h e u p c o m i n g c h u r c h a n d y o u 
have go t a d u t y and a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y t o yourselves 
a n d t h e c h u r c h t o m a k e i t b e t t e r . Can y o u d i g i t? 

Ernie Ekberg 

A member of the Elmwood Mass. Church, Ernest Ekberg 
is presently in the Air Force, stationed in Texas. After 
three terms as ANCL President, he is now League Adviser. 



Sunday at 11 :00 

T H E E M P T Y PEW 

All Religion is of the Life, and the Life of Religion 
is to do that which is good. 

E m a n u e l Swedenborg (Doc. Life, 1) 

Since the A N C L E x e c u t i v e B o a r d m e e t i n g a n d t h e 
W i l m i n g t o n r e t r e a t , I have been d o i n g a g o o d deal 
o f t h i n k i n g a b o u t o u r c h u r c h : i t s teachings a n d i t s 
i n v o l v e m e n t w i t h t h e " o u t s i d e w o r l d . " T h e r e has 
a lways been a l o t o f t a l k a b o u t t h e d e c l i n i n g i n t e r ­
est a n d m e m b e r s h i p i n the N e w C h u r c h , a n d f o r a 
w h i l e t h i s p r o b l e m w o r r i e d m e , as i t has a n d does 
m a n y devo ted Swedenborgians . B u t I a m b e c o m ­
i n g m o r e a n d m o r e c onv inced t h a t the q u a n t i t y o f 
Swedenborg ian churches , m i n i s t e r s , a n d members 
s h o u l d n o t be o u r f o r e m o s t c o n c e r n ; a n d t h e fac t 
t h a t we are n o t y e t i r revocab ly b o u n d u p b y an i n ­
t r i c a t e a n d i m p e r s o n a l c h u r c h h i e r a r c h y w h i c h is 
o n l y able t o reach i ts " s u b j e c t s " i n a n assembly 
l ine w a y , is d e f i n i t e l y t o o u r advantage. 

T h e par i sh preacher set-up is a l o n g established sys­
t e m o f w o r s h i p b u t n o t necessarily the m o s t valua­
ble o r e f fect ive w a y t o re late t o G o d or share one's 
r e l i g i o n w i t h his ne ighbors . O u r c h u r c h sys tem, 
w h i c h seems t o be los ing p o p u l a r i t y , o r at best 
is c e r t a i n l y n o t as e f fect ive as i t c o u l d be i n reach­
i n g peop le and i n c o m m u n i c a t i n g Swedenborg , is 
n o t t h e m o s t i m p o r t a n t facet o f w h a t we as Swe­
denborgians have t o o f f e r . 

A n d I r ea l l y t h i n k we have a l o t t o o f f e r . B u t one 
c a n n o t go a r o u n d passing o u t copies o f T . C . R . , o r 
say ing , " W h y d o n ' t y o u come t o my c h u r c h th i s 
Sunday a n d see w h a t i t ' s a l l a b o u t . " One has got 
t o live his bel ie fs , i n his everyday l i f e a n d i n his re ­
la t i onsh ips w i t h people , f r i ends a n d strangers a l i k e . 

I t ' s n o t rea l ly i m p o r t a n t t o m e i f t h e people I i n ­
f luence ( k n o w i n g l y or n o t ) become interes ted i n 
j o i n i n g o u r c h u r c h , b u t i t is ve ry i m p o r t a n t t o me 
t h a t t h e y are p o s i t i v e l y impressed w i t h t h e image I 
a m p r o j e c t i n g , a n d as a resul t w a n t t o b e t t e r t h e m ­
selves b y t r y i n g t o be m o r e o p e n , l o v i n g , a n d sensi­
t ive people . I f Swedenborg ian i sm is m y w a y o f 
l i v i n g , and m y basis f o r u n d e r s t a n d i n g r e l i g i o n , 
t h a t ' s f ine f o r m e , b u t I do n o t fee l a need t o c o n ­
v e r t those a b o u t me t o Swedenborg ian i sm j u s t t o 
increase o u r c h u r c h p o p u l a t i o n and make t h e N e w 
C h u r c h a w i d e l y recognized a n d prosperous de­
n o m i n a t i o n . 

I w o n d e r i f m a y b e o u r emphasis o n c h u r c h b u i l d ­
ings a n d Sunday services is n o t s o m e w h a t l ops ided . 
H o w m a n y n e w , outs ide people do we reach each 
week t h r o u g h t h e w e e k l y w o r s h i p service? H o w 
m a n y people w o u l d we reach i f instead o f m a i n ­
t a i n i n g a large a n d very b e a u t i f u l c h u r c h b u i l d i n g — 
w h i c h is used perhaps o n l y once o r t w i c e a week— 
we were t o sponsor a c o m m u n i t y center or hous ing 
p r o j e c t at t h e present site o f o u r church? A r e we 
rea l l y d o i n g a l l t h a t we can t o he lp m a n k i n d b y 
t a k i n g u p some l a n d and erec t ing a b u i l d i n g o n i t , 
and f u r n i s h i n g t h a t b u i l d i n g w i t h very o r n a t e a n d 
expensive a l tar c l o ths , stained-glass w i n d o w s , i n t r i ­
cate ly carved w o o d pews a n d p u l p i t s a n d l e c t e r n s -
a l l o f w h i c h seem t o be d i r e c t e d t o w a r d c reat ing 
pleasant surround ings i n w h i c h t o w o r s h i p God? 
O u r G o d is a G o d o f L o v e , n o t o f V a n i t y , a n d 
surely Jesus was t h e s implest M a n t h a t w a l k e d t h i s 
e a r t h . Is a l l t h i s m a t e r i a l i s m , t h e n , necsssary f o r 
e f fect ive w o r s h i p o f God? 

O f course G o d is d i f f e r e n t f o r each i n d i v i d u a l . I 
t h i n k o f G o d as a super -human k i n d o f awareness 
o f L o v e , a k i n d o f Oversou l t h a t is everywhere a n d 
w i t h i n a n d w i t h o u t each person a n d every aspect 
o f n a t u r e . T h e closer a n d m o r e o p e n I a m w i t h 
m y s e l f and those a r o u n d m e , the closer I a m t o 
G o d . 

I a m r e m i n d e d o f t h e t i m e several years ago w h e n 
Rev. Kings lake v i s i t ed t h e W i l m i n g t o n c h u r c h . I n 
i l l u s t r a t i n g t h e re la t i onsh ips we experience b e t w e e n 
G o d a n d o u r ne ighbors , he f o r m e d a r i n g o f c h i l ­
d r e n a r o u n d h imse l f . T h e c h i l d r e n , w i t h hands 
clasped, were i n s t r u c t e d t o d r a w closer t o one 
a n o t h e r t h u s s i m u l t a n e o u s l y m a k i n g t h e c irc le 
smaller and d r a w i n g closer t o Rev. K in gs lake , 
whose cent ra l p o s i t i o n s y m b o l i z e d G o d . T h i s i l l u s ­
t r a t i o n serves t o emphasize f o r me the fac t t h a t m y 
re la t i onsh ips w i t h those a r o u n d m e are d i r e c t l y 
p r o p o r t i o n a l t o m y r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h G o d . T h e r e ­
f o r e , I a m fee l ing we need t o become m o r e i n ­
vo lved w i t h people . 

I have exper ienced very f ew w o r s h i p services w h e n 
I have f e l t r ea l l y close t o m y ne ighbors , conse­
q u e n t l y close t o G o d . M y m o s t m e a n i n g f u l a n d i n ­
sp i r ing experiences have been a t L . E . I , o r C o n v e n ­
t i o n o r o n a r e t r e a t o r d u r i n g a " r a p session" w i t h 
a v a r i e t y o f people o r b y be ing i n v o l v e d w i t h some­
one very special t o m e , or b y g iv ing s o m e t h i n g o f 
m y s e l f t o ano ther o r m a n y o t h e r peop le . B u t I can 
o n l y t h i n k o f a very f ew instances w h e n the w e e k l y 

C o n t ' d , on page 24 
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r i t u a l i s t i c c h u r c h service has rea l ly t u r n e d me on— 
and t h e h a r d a n d c o l d fac t t h a t o u r congregat ional 
p o p u l a t i o n is d w i n d l i n g is evidence enough t h a t I 
a m n o t a lone i n m y d i s e n c h a n t m e n t w i t h the 
c h u r c h es tab l i shment . 

W h y t h e n , d o we c o n t i n u e t o c l ing t o t r a d i t i o n , t o 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y b e a u t i f u l b u t somet imes s p i r i t u a l l y 
e m p t y c h u r c h b u i l d i n g s t h a t are i m p r a c t i c a l i n 
t e r m s o f upkeep a n d i n s u f f i c i e n t i n t e r m s o f u t i l ­
i t y ? Now is t h e p r o b l e m , so w h y sit back and say 
o u r f a i t h is i n t h e " u p c o m i n g generat ion—the 
f u t u r e o f t h e c h u r c h is i n their h a n d s . " 

We c o u l d d o so m u c h more f o r o u r ne ighbors i f we 
w o r k e d t oge ther , p rac t i ca l i zed o u r doc t r ines and 
lived Swed enbor g ian i sm, ra ther t h a n e x a l t i n g i t s 
uniqueness , and b u i l d i n g a w h i t e m i d d l e class w a l l 
f a b r i c a t e d w i t h T .C.R. ' s a n d B o o k s o f W o r s h i p and 
e m b r o i d e r e d a l tar c l o ths and c ler ica l col lars and 
somet imes h y p o c r i t i c a l social n o r m s a n d in te l l e c ­
t u a l Messenger art ic les and a l l t h e t h i n g s t h a t are 
easy t o h ide b e h i n d a n d can be very impressive and 
subconscious disguises and could d i s t rac t o r even 
discourage outs iders f r o m w a n t i n g t o e x p l o r e t h e 
very basic a n d very use fu l th ings we as Swedenbor -
gians have t o o f f e r . 

I d o w a n t t o share m y u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f Sweden­
b o r g w i t h peop le , b u t not b y l abe l ing i t a c u t - a n d -
d r i e d r e l i g i o n w i t h rules and doc t r ines t h a t m u s t be 
accepted or r e j e c t ed ; ra ther as a f l e x i b l e w a y o f 
l i f e t h a t even people w h o have never read Sweden­
b o r g nor p a r t i c i p a t e d i n a c h u r c h service can be 
aware o f a n d perhaps w a n t t o i m i t a t e . 

Swedenborg , t h o u g h s t i l l p r e t t y m u c h o f a stranger 
t o m e , has impressed m e w i t h some rea l ly b e a u t i f u l 
ideas a b o u t f r e e d o m o f choice , " d o i n g y o u r o w n 
t h i n g , " a b o u t love a n d sharing a n d r e l a t i n g t o peo­
p le , a b o u t t h e a f t e r l i f e , and so m a n y th ings t h a t 
have been a n d c o n t i n u e t o be very use fu l t o me as 
an i n d i v i d u a l w h o is o f t e n a lone , confused and 
s t rugg l ing f o r an i d e n t i t y i n t h i s f a s t -mov ing w o r l d . 
I a m f i n d i n g t h e teachings o f o u r c h u r c h t o be 
amaz ing ly c o n t e m p o r a r y a n d p e r t i n e n t t o t h e 
p r o b l e m s o f t o d a y . W h y t h e n , m u s t we c o n t i n u e 
t o emphasize o n l y t h e Sunday w o r s h i p service, 
ra ther t h a n d a i l y w o r s h i p t h r o u g h unse l f i sh , Swe-
d e n b o r g i a n l y l i v i n g and p r a c t i c a l app l i ca t i ons o f 
Swedenborg ian i sm t h r o u g h o u r re la t i onsh ips w i t h 
people a n d nature? W h y m u s t we c o n t i n u e t o be 
concerned w i t h t h e quantity r a t h e r t h a n t h e qual­
ity o f N e w C h u r c h m e n and w o m e n ? 

T h e Sunday w o r s h i p service need n o t be a separate 
e n t i t y t h a t is u n t o u c h a b l y sacred, a n d i t need n o t 
be r i t u a l i s t i c o r m o n o t o n o u s . G o d e n d o w e d us 
w i t h creative m i n d s t h a t were m eant t o be exer­
cised each accord ing t o his o w n interest and a b i l i ­
t ies , a n d I ' m sure He doesn ' t derive any m o r e plea­
sure o r sat i s fac t ion t h a n we do o u t o f m o u t h e d a n d 
m u m b l e d phrases week a f ter week . R i t u a l j u s t 
doesn ' t s t r ike me as be ing an ef fect ive w a y t o give 
t h a n k s . 

I f someone were t o give me a dress as a g i f t , t h e 
best w a y f o r me t o express m y a p p r e c i a t i o n f o r t h e 
g i f t w o u l d be t o wear i t , b u t c e r t a i n l y n o t t o cal l 
the giver once a week a n d say, " t h a n k y o u , " w h i l e 
the dress r e m a i n e d i n m y closet. I c a n n o t imagine 
t h a t o u r G o d o f Love w o u l d pre fer us t o spend a 
l o t o f t i m e and m o n e y erec t ing sanctuaries a n d f o l ­
l o w i n g prescr ibed orders o f w o r s h i p t o o u r using 
t h a t same t i m e a n d m o n e y t o l ive a n d love a n d 
share. " T h i s is his c o m m a n d m e n t , t h a t we love 
one ano ther as he h a t h l oved u s . " 

A n d so the " l o v e r ' s q u a r r e l " c ont inues 
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R E C E P T I O N I N V I T A T I O N 

A s m o s t o f y o u already k n o w , the Women ' s League 
and the W o m e n ' s G u i l d i n L o n d o n are arrang ing an 
i n f o r m a l r e c e p t i o n f o r a l l those a t t e n d i n g t h e N e w 
C h u r c h W o r l d A s s e m b l y i n L o n d o n o n t h e eve o f 
its o f f i c i a l o p e n i n g . T h i s r e c e p t i o n w i l l be h e l d i n 
t h e V i c t o r i a H a l l o n Wednesday, J u l y 1st, a t 
7 :15 P. M . a n d w i l l i n c l u d e b u f f e t re f reshments , 
shor t w e l c o m i n g speeches a n d musica l e n t e r t a i n ­
m e n t . 

Since the V i c t o r i a H a l l w i l l o n l y a c c o m m o d a t e 
5 0 0 people i t is abso lute ly essential t h a t t h e ladies 
k n o w w e l l i n advance h o w m a n y w i l l a t t e n d . 
There f o re t h e y are ask ing t h a t we purchase t i c k e t s 
n o w at $1 .25 per person . M a r c h 1 5 t h is the dead­
l ine f o r rece iv ing reservations. A d m i s s i o n w i l l be 
b y ticket only, so i n o r d e r t o be i n c l u d e d , please 
send y o u r reservat ion w i t h check or m o n e y o r d e r 
f o r $ 1 . 2 5 each t o : Margaret S. Sampson, 3 3 0 East 
8 4 t h Street , N e w Y o r k , N . Y . 1 0 0 2 8 . Y o u r t i c k e t 
w i t h y o u r name o n i t w i l l be w a i t i n g f o r y o u i n 
L o n d o n . 



S T A T I 

B I R T H S 
M r . a n d M r s . D i c k Zacharias o f P r e t t y Pra i r i e , K a n ­
sas are t h e p r o u d parents o f a b a b y daughter b o r n 
o n September 5 t h . 

T h e f o l l o w i n g c h i l d r e n were b o r n t o parents o f t h e 
E d m o n t o n , A l b e r t a c h u r c h : Melissa o n J u l y 6 t h t o 
M r . a n d M r s . V a n Bergen ; G i l l i a n A r d e l l o n Sep­
t e m b e r 2 5 t h t o M r . a n d M r s . M o w a t ; D a r c y L e i g h 
o n O c t o b e r 2 2 n d t o t h e E d Sawchuks . 

T o n i a Rae, b o r n September 8 t h , arr ived b y adop­
t i o n at the h o m e o f James a n d Mari lee F r i z z e l l , o f 
Calgary , A l b e r t a o n O c t o b e r 2 8 t h . 

A b a b y daughter , Lee A n n e M a r i e , was b o r n t o 
L l o y d a n d L o r e t t a L a t i m e r o f Calgary , A l b e r t a , 
Canada o n December 1 2 t h . 

M r . a n d M r s . B u d Graber o f the P r e t t y Prair ie 
C h u r c h are the p r o u d parents o f a son, R o y A l l e n , 
b o r n O c t o b e r 1 1 t h . 

K r i s t e n L e i g h W h i t e , daughter o f G a r r y a n d Joanna 
W h i t e , o f San D i e g o , Cal . was b o r n o n December 
2 0 t h . 

M r . a n d M r s . James L a u o f L a n s i n g , M i c h , are t h e 
p r o u d parents o f a son , T i m o t h y C o n r a d , b o r n o n 
J a n u a r y 2 n d . 

Patr ic ia L a u r e l , daughter o f M r . and M r s . R i c h a r d 
S lough o f S p r i n g f i e l d , O h i o was b o r n o n J a n u a r y 
7 t h . Rev. and M r s . E r w i n R e d d e k o p p are t h e 
m a t e r n a l grandparents . 

B A P T I S M S 
O n N o v e m b e r 9 t h K i m b e r l y Sue a n d K e v i n L e o n , 
c h i l d r e n o f K a r l a n d L i n d a W i l s o n o f F r y e b u r g , 
Ma ine were b a p t i z e d b y the Rev. Horace W. Briggs. 

Rev . O t h m a r T o b i s c h b a p t i z e d t h e f o l l o w i n g i n ­
fants i n San Franc i s co : O c t o b e r 5 t h T o d d , son o f 
T h e o d o r e a n d Barbara A n d e r s o n o f San Franc i s co ; 
O c t o b e r 5 t h L a u r a K a r e n , daughter o f D a n i e l a n d 
B e t t y Wheeler o f D a l y C i t y ; O c t o b e r 1 2 t h T i m o t h y 
James, son o f H e n r y a n d J u d i t h Weber o f San 
Franc i sco . 

S T I C S 

M o n i c a F a i t h , i n f a n t daughter o f M a r v i n a n d Shar-
lene B r o t e n o f M e a d o w L a k e , Sas., was b a p t i z e d 
d u r i n g t h e m o r n i n g w o r s h i p service at M e a d o w 
L a k e o n O c t o b e r 1 9 t h w i t h Rev. H e n r y W. Redde­
k o p p o f f i c i a t i n g . 

I n F r y e b u r g , Ma ine the f o l l o w i n g c h i l d r e n were 
b a p t i z e d : I n N o v e m b e r , Jason S c o t t , son o f Bruce 
and J o y c e Perk ins ; o n N o v e m b e r 2 3 r d , V i c k i - L y n n e , 
daughter o f W i l l i a m and R o b e r t a Jones, and M i c h a e l 
P a t r i c k , son o f M i c h a e l a n d Sarah C l e m o n s ; o n 
N o v e m b e r 16th, K e l l y Jean, daughter o f Fores t a n d 
C h e r y l C l u f f . 

O n December 9 t h i n San Franc i s co , Ca l . , the Rev. 
O t h m a r T o b i s c h b a p t i z e d Lane A d a m , son o f 
L a w r e n c e and Jeannine B r o w n o f V a l l e j o ; a n d 
R o b i n E l i s a b e t h , daughter o f R o b e r t and J u d i t h 
Fewster o f San Franc i sco . 

A t the C h u r c h o f the O p e n W o r d i n Creve Coeur , 
M o . C y n t h i a Theresa, daughter o f M r . and M r s . 
D a v i d M o o r m a n , and E l i z a b e t h A n n e , daughter o f 
M r . a n d M r s . Wal ter O r t h w e i n I I I , were b a p t i z e d 
o n December 2 8 t h . 

J e n n i f e r A n n B r a n i f f , daughter o f W i l l i a m V . a n d 
Margaret B r a n i f f o f K i t c h e n e r , O n t a r i o , was bap ­
t i zed o n N o v e m b e r 2 9 t h b y the Rev. Paul B . 
Zacharias . 

M a r k J o n a t h a n Lasso, son o f D o n a l d a n d Jeannette 
Lasso o f K i t c h e n e r , O n t a r i o was b a p t i z e d o n De­
cember 21st b y the Rev. Paul B . Zacharias . 

T h e Rev. O t h m a r T o b i s c h b a p t i z e d t h e f o l l o w i n g 
i n f a n t s i n the San Franc isco C h u r c h : N o v e m b e r 
3 0 t h , Peter R o n a l d , son o f Peter and A n n e m a r i e 
Schnel l o f San Franc i s co ; December 1 3 t h , R o b e r t 
M i c h a e l , son o f D e n n i s a n d R o b e r t a C h i n n o f San 
Franc i s co ; December 1 4 t h , Susan M a r i a , daughter 
o f F r i t z and R u t h Haas o f W a l n u t Creek; December 
21st , J u l i e , daughter o f E . M . and L o r r a i n e F u l m e r 
o f S ingapore , M a l a y a . 

C O N F I R M A T I O N S 
M a r v i n 0 . B u t t s and R i c h a r d L . Winse t t were re­
ceived i n t o the m e m b e r s h i p o f the L o s Angeles 
Soc ie ty o n N o v e m b e r 9 t h . 



K e n n e t h J o h n Froese o f R a p i d V i e w , Sask. was re­
ceived i n t o N e w C h u r c h m e m b e r s h i p b y the r i t e o f 
C o n f i r m a t i o n d u r i n g a w o r s h i p service at M e a d o w 
L a k e , Sask. o n O c t o b e r 1 9 t h . 

M A R R I A G E S 
J o h n J e f f e r y a n d A u d r e y L u p u l were u n i t e d i n 
marr iage o n O c t o b e r 4 t h i n E d m o n t o n , A l b e r t a , 
Canada. Rev. H a r v e y A . T a f e l a n d t h e g r o o m ' s 
f a t h e r o f f i c i a t e d . 

T h e Rev . Horace Briggs o f F r y e b u r g , Ma ine u n i t e d 
t w o couples i n marriage o n O c t o b e r 2 5 t h ; T e r r y L . 
L o r d a n d M u r i e l J . E a s t m a n , a n d Russell A . R e c o r d 
a n d Marg ie C. S m i t h . 

P h i l i p O ' H a n l e y a n d B o n n i e S n o w o f t h e F r y e b u r g 
area were m a r r i e d a t O u r L a d y o f the M o u n t a i n s 
o n N o v e m b e r 1st. 

M a r y A n n Caruana a n d B a r t h B e n n i t t were m a r r i e d 
at the M i a m i C h u r c h b y the Rev. Ernest F r e d e r i c k 
o n O c t o b e r 2 6 t h . 

I n K i t c h e n e r , O n t a r i o o n December 2 6 t h R a n d y 
Po l l and P h y l l i s K u r t were m a r r i e d b y t h e Rev. Paul 
Zacharias . 

Margaret T h o m a s and R o n a l d F a r n s w o r t h were 
m a r r i e d i n the San Franc isco C h u r c h o n December 
7 t h . 

I n F r y e b u r g t w o marriages t o o k place i n December : 
O n December 1 3 t h L i n d o n B a r t l e t t and R h o n d a 
F o r d were m a r r i e d ; o n December 2 7 t h K e n n e t h Ela 
a n d Rebecca E a k i n were j o i n e d i n marr iage , t h e 
Rev. Horace W. Briggs o f f i c i a t i n g at b o t h . 

D E A T H S 
Miss K a t h e r i n e P. M o o r e o f t h e C o n n e c t i c u t Asso­
c i a t i o n passed away re cent ly i n C o n n e c t i c u t . She 
is survived b y one b r o t h e r w h o resides i n M e x i c o . 

Rev. O t h m a r T o b i s c h c o n d u c t e d a m e m o r i a l ser­
vice o n O c t o b e r 1 0 t h f o r D r . F r e d e r i c k Fender o f 
San Franc i sco . He is survived b y his w i d o w a n d 
three sons. 

James B u r t n e r , grandson o f Frances C lark o f the 
San Diego C h u r c h , was k i l l e d i n a m o t o r c y c l e acci ­
d e n t o n O c t o b e r 21s t . He a t t e n d e d t h e c h u r c h 
Sunday schoo l f o r several years . 

D a n i e l W. S c h m i t t o f Denver , C o l . passed away o n 
O c t o b e r 2 0 t h . R e s u r r e c t i o n Services were h e l d o n 
O c t o b e r 2 3 r d at Denver w i t h i n t e r m e n t at L o v e -
l a n d , C o l . He is survived b y his w i f e , t w o daughters 
and one son. 

M r s . A g a t h a R e d d e k o p p , f o r m e r res ident o f S u n n y -
slope, A l b e r t a , passed i n t o eternal l i f e o n O c t o b e r 
7 t h . R e s u r r e c t i o n service was h e l d f r o m the U n i t e d 
C h u r c h i n A c m e , A l b e r t a , o n O c t o b e r 1 1 t h w i t h 
M r . J o h n J e f f e r y a n d Rev. H e n r y R e d d e k o p p o f f i -
o f f i c i a t i n g . 

Lawrence V i c t o r Cass o f K i t c h e n e r , O n t a r i o , pas­
sed i n t o the higher l i f e o n O c t o b e r 2 6 t h . Resur­
r e c t i o n Service was c o n d u c t e d b y t h e Rev. Paul B . 
Zacharias o n O c t o b e r 2 9 t h . 

O n J a n u a r y 3 r d , R e s u r r e c t i o n Services were h e l d 
f o r H a r o l d W. K i e s m a n , l o n g - t i m e m e m b e r o f the 
F r y e b u r g , Ma ine C h u r c h . T h e Rev. Horace W. Briggs 
o f f i c i a t e d . 

Beu lah W h i t e H a l l d ied at C u l p e p p e r , V a . o n De ­
cember 4 t h at the age o f 8 9 . She was b u r i e d at 
Barnesvi l le , M d . 

T h e f a t h e r o f Rev. B r i a n Kings lake o f W a s h i n g t o n , 
D . C . , M a r t i n K ings lake , d i ed i n B r i g h t o n , E n g l a n d 
o n December 1 3 t h , at t h e age o f 9 3 . 

W i l l i a m B a x t e r o f T r e n t o n , N . J . d i ed r e c e n t l y , a n d 
the f u n e r a l was h e l d o n December 3 0 t h . 

M r s . Sarah Zacharias , f o r m e r res ident o f H e r b e r t . 
Sask., Canada, passed i n t o t h e s p i r i t u a l w o r l d o n 
O c t o b e r 2 9 t h at A b b o t s f o r d , B . C. at t h e age o f 8 7 . 

M r s . Paul ine S w i t l e y o f V a n c o u v e r , B . C. passed 
i n t o e ternal l i f e o n N o v e m b e r 2 8 t h . 

D a n S c h m i t t o f the Kansas A s s o c i a t i o n passed t o 
the h igher l i f e o n O c t o b e r 2 0 t h . Rev. R o l l o B i l l ings 
o f f i c i a t e d i n m e m o r i a l services i n Denver o n O c t o ­
ber 2 3 r d . He is survived b y his w i f e , D e l i a . 

M r s . G e r t r u d e R iens t ra , be loved w i f e o f A u g u s t 
R ienstra , passed away o n N o v e m b e r 4 t h at G r a n d 
Rap ids , M i c h . R e s u r r e c t i o n services were c o n d u c t e d 
b y the Rev . Paul Zacharias o f K i t c h e n e r . O n t a r i o 
o n N o v e m b e r 7 t h . 

C o n t ' d , on page 27 
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League a n d a Sunday Schoo l teacher b u t the p r i n c i ­
pa l o f a day-schoo l as w e l l . A f t e r present ing o u r 
g i f t s a n d t a l k i n g a f e w m i n u t e s , Jean t o o k p i c tures 
o f t h e c h i l d r e n w h o h a d gathered b y t h a t t i m e i n 
t h e y a r d , be fore proceed ing i n t o t h e C h u r c h . T h i s 
edi f i ce h a d an a t t r a c t i v e chancel and chairs ra ther 
t h a n pews, seating poss ib ly one h u n d r e d . I t was 
p a c k e d . We were escorted t o t h e f r o n t r o w near 
t h e c h o i r a n d p r o v i d e d w i t h k n e e l i n g cushions— 
the o n l y ones i n evidence! M r . M o o k i de l ivered 
the exce l l ent s e r m o n i n Eng l i sh—for o u r b e n e f i t n o 
d o u b t — a n d i t was t rans la ted i n t o t w o nat ive l a n ­
guages b y t w o f ine l o o k i n g y o u n g m e n s tand ing 
beside h i m . T h e c h o i r sang a l t e r n a t e l y i n b o t h 
languages, t h e w o r d s b e i n g t y p e d o n sheets d i s t r i ­
b u t e d t o t h e congregat i on . T h e o f f e r t o r y song, a 
s p i r i t u a l , was sung i n per fe c t E n g l i s h ; " O h , L o r d , 
W o n ' t y o u R o c k m y S o u l . " I t was p l a i n t i v e l y 
b e a u t i f u l a n d m o v e d us deep ly . I t was, i n fac t a 
c l i m a x t o a n u n f o r g e t t a b l e service w h i c h h a d l i f t e d 
us t o ano ther p lane . 

A f t e r t h e service, we were i n v i t e d t o seats o n t h e 
edge o f t h e chancel , a n d i n t r o d u c e d t o t h e congre­
g a t i o n , a n d t h e n asked t o say a f e w w o r d s . M r s . 
M o o k i d i d b o t h t h e i n t r o d u c i n g a n d t h e t rans la t ­
i n g . H e r e t o f o r e , speaking i n p u b l i c was a m i n o r 
agony f o r m e , b u t o n t h i s day t h e sphere o f good 
w i l l was so s t r o n g t h a t f o r t w o m i n u t e s t h e w o r d s 
flowed o u t l i k e m o u l t e n g o l d a n d f o r t h e f i r s t 
t i m e i n m y l i f e I was conscious o f e n j o y i n g t h e ex­
per ience . T h e ameni t i es over, Jean h a d t h e congre­
g a t i o n gather i n t h e c o u r t y a r d t o take p i c tures . 

(One o f the Women ' s League i n u n i f o r m w i t h M r s . 
M o o k i h e r e w i t h ) . We were sad t h a t she r a n o u t o f 
f i l m j u s t as she go t t o M r . M o o k i . 

Women's League in uniform with Mrs. Mooki, pastor's 
wife, in choir robe, organist, choir leader, teacher and 
principal of day school. 

R e t u r n i n g t o the M o o k i a p a r t m e n t , we f o u n d a tea 
cart w i t h tea a n d sandwiches a n d o t h e r goodies 
la id o u t f o r us b u t n o one else t o p a r t a k e . We h a d 
i n v i t e d the M o o k i s t o d ine w i t h us at t h e h o t e l , 
b u t M r s . M o o k i was t o o busy w i t h c h o i r prac t i ce . 

(We h a d ascertained prev ious ly f r o m M r . M o o k i i f 
th i s was a l l o w a b l e . ) A f t e r s h o w i n g us the t i n y 
r o o m s w i t h d o u b l e decker cots b u i l t f o r t h e t h e o ­
logical s tudents , a n d the pastor ' s s t u d y , M r . M o o k i 
drove us back t o the h o t e l a c companied b y his as­
s istant , Edgar Patotse, w h o is also p r i n c i p a l o f a 
h i g h schoo l . B o t h spoke very good Eng l i sh . We 
were t o o late f o r d i n n e r i n the m a i n d i n i n g r o o m 
b u t were g iven permiss i on t o t a k e t h e m t o o u r 
r o o m s f o r d i n n e r . So we h a d a be la ted l u n c h o n 
t h e l o w table i n o u r r e c e p t i o n r o o m . We bade t h e m 
a r e l u c t a n t f a r e w e l l j u s t be fore descending t o t h e 
l o b b y w h e r e o u r s t u d y g r o u p h a d gathered t o be 
t a k e n t o t h e a i r p o r t and Sa l i sbury . 

S T A T I S T I C S cont 'd from p. 26 
O n N o v e m b e r 1 1 t h , M r s . He len O w e n Lee o f L o s 
Angeles , Cal . passed i n t o the s p i r i t u a l l i f e . Resur­
r e c t i o n services were h e l d o n N o v e m b e r 1 4 t h , t h e 
Rev. R o b e r t Y o u n g o f f i c i a t i n g . 

R e s u r r e c t i o n services were h e l d i n F r y e b u r g , Ma ine 
o n N o v e m b e r 8 t h f o r E d w a r d F . D o l l e y , a n d o n 
N o v e m b e r 1 4 t h f o r L e w i s F . A b b o t t o f C o n w a y . 

Walter P. B o g d o n o f K i t c h e n e r , O n t a r i o d ied o n 
N o v e m b e r 2 3 r d . R e s u r r e c t i o n services were c o n ­
d u c t e d b y the Rev . Paul B . Zacharias o n N o v e m ­
ber 2 6 t h . 

J o h n Hodge , husband o f Jean A n d r e w s Hodge , o f 
the D e t r o i t C h u r c h , passed i n t o the h igher l i f e o n 
N o v e m b e r 2 7 t h . R e s u r r e c t i o n service was h e l d o n 
December 1st i n L i v o n i a . 

J o h a n F a t l a n d , husband o f A n n a , o f the D e t r o i t 
C h u r c h , passed away o n December 1 0 t h . Resur­
r e c t i o n service was h e l d i n L i v o n i a o n December 
1 2 t h , Rev. E r w i n R e d d e k o p p o f f i c i a t i n g . Beside 
his w i f e , he is survived b y three daughters . 

D o n a l d Saul , h u s b a n d o f M a r e t a Saul o f G a r d e n 
Grove , Ca l . and f a t h e r o f M a r e t a T a f e l , passed away 
r e c e n t l y . 

M r s . B e r t h a H i l l , a f o r m e r m e m b e r o f the D e t r o i t 
C h u r c h , passed i n t o the h igher l i f e o n December 
31st at t h e h o m e o f her daughter i n A n n A r b o r . 
M e m o r i a l services were h e l d o n J a n u a r y 4 t h . 
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