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R E P O R T T O T H E G E N E R A L C O U N C I L , J A N U A R Y , 1970 

Ernest 0 . M a r t i n , President 

O B S E R V A T I O N S , C O N C E R N S A N D 
R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S 

Program L i n k : 

We are i n d e b t e d t o B o b K i r v e n f o r his p e n e t r a t i n g 
s t u d y o f t h e c h u r c h p r o g r a m i n Bel levue , Washing­
t o n . His r e p o r t inc ludes an h i s t o r i c a l b a c k g r o u n d 
o f the p r o g r a m , descr ip t ions o f the s p i r i t u a l g r o w t h 
groups , case h is tor ies o f g r o u p p a r t i c i p a n t s , psy­
cho log i ca l evaluat ions o f t h e groups , a s t u d y o f 
t h e F e l l o w s h i p as a f o r m o f the C h u r c h , an evalua­
t i o n o f t h e f i e l d w o r k p r o g r a m i n t r a i n i n g o u r 
t h e o l o g i c a l s tudents , a n d the theo l og i ca l a n d socio­
log ica l i m p l i c a t i o n s o f t h e p r o g r a m . 

T h e B o a r d o f Managers o f t h e Swedenborg Schoo l 
o f R e l i g i o n spent several hours discussing Bob ' s re ­
p o r t at t h e i r m e e t i n g o n J a n u a r y 10 . Because t h e 
r e p o r t was n o t c o m p l e t e d , t h e Managers were re ­
l u c t a n t t o m a k e any k i n d o f f i n a l e v a l u a t i o n . T h e y 
v o t e d t o c o n t i n u e t h e e v a l u a t i o n a n d t o ask t h e 
General C o u n c i l t o e x t e n d i ts deadl ine f o r ano ther 
year . 

A s President o f C o n v e n t i o n , I a m s t r o n g l y i n favor 
o f P r o g r a m L i n k , a n d see i t as t h e m o s t pos i t ive 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

a n d cons t ruc t i ve p r o g r a m i n the c h u r c h t o d a y . 
D o r o t h e a H a r v e y , c h a i r m a n o f the B o a r d o f M a n ­
agers, has g iven t h e p r o g r a m her w h o l e - h e a r t e d en­
dorsement . She w r i t e s : " T h i s is t h e m o s t valuable 
experience we c o u l d give o u r s tudents f o r the m i n ­
i s t r y , o f w h a t t h e c h u r c h n o w has t o o f f e r , a n d we 
s h o u l d c o n t i n u e t o requ i re i t . " T h e f a c u l t y o f the 
SSR sees the f i e l d w o r k p r o g r a m at Bel levue as an 
indispensable p a r t o f a s tudent ' s t r a i n i n g f o r t h e 
m i n i s t r y . 

I hereby r e c o m m e n d t h a t Program L i n k be c o n ­
t i n u e d f o r t h e c o m i n g year , under t h e j u r i s d i c t i o n 
o f t h e Swedenborg Schoo l o f R e l i g i o n , and t h a t 
we ask t h e B o a r d o f Managers t o c o m m u n i c a t e 
t h e i r r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s t o us u p o n t h e c o m p l e t i o n 
o f t h e i r s t u d y . 

Research a n d P l a n n i n g : 

I see an u r g e n t need f o r a Research a n d P lann ing 
C o m m i t t e e t o exp lore poss ib i l i t ies f o r t h e f u t u r e 
o f t h e c h u r c h , a n d t o m a k e r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s t o 
t h e a p p r o p r i a t e bodies o f C o n v e n t i o n . I r e c o m ­
m e n d t h a t such a c o m m i t t e e be made u p o f the 
President o f C o n v e n t i o n , t h e C h a i r m a n o f t h e 
C o u n c i l o f M i n i s t e r s , a n d t h e President o f t h e Swe-
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G E N E R A L C O U N C I L M E E T S IN P H I L A D E L P H I A 

T h e Genera l C o u n c i l h e l d i ts m i d - w i n t e r m e e t i n g 
at t h e F r a n k l i n M o t o r I n n i n P h i l a d e l p h i a , J a n u a r y 
2 3 - 2 5 . M e m b e r s m e t f o r supper at 6 : 3 0 P . M . o n 
F r i d a y , t h e 2 3 r d , a n d began t h e i r f o r m a l m e e t i n g 
at 8 : 0 0 P . M . Present were Ernest 0 . M a r t i n , presi ­
d e n t ; S t e w a r t E . Poole , v ice -pres ident ; Chester T . 
C o o k , t reasurer ; E t h e l R i ce , secretary; R a n d a l l 
L a a k k o , Peter Gree ley , N o r m a n Bestor , Paul Za­
charias, R o b e r t T a f e l , A d o l p h L i e b e r t , R i c h a r d H . 
T a f e l , V i r g i n i a B r a n s t o n , R o b e r t Y o u n g , A u g u s t 
E b e l a n d E l l s w o r t h Se ibert . 

T h e agenda i n c l u d e d 35 i t ems o f business. Some 
were d ispatched i n a m a t t e r o f seconds. Others 
t o o k as l o n g as 2 hours . T h e pres ident , vice-presi ­
d e n t a n d treasurer h a d m e t a l l day F r i d a y t o p u t 
t h e f i n i s h i n g touches o n t h e b u d g e t , a n d p r i n t e d 
copies were available f o r a l l members w h e n the 
c o u n c i l m e e t i n g began. 

A t i t s m e e t i n g the C o u n c i l : 

L I S T E N E D t o an encourag ing up - to -date r e p o r t 
f r o m U r b a n a College b y i t s pres ident , D r . Paul 
Z e h n e r . 

A D O P T E D a budget o f $ 1 1 6 , 6 3 3 f o r t h e f iscal 
year 1 9 7 0 - 1 9 7 1 , presented b y t h e treasurer , Ches­
ter T . C o o k . 

A S K E D t h a t m i n u t e s o f a l l meet ings o f C o n v e n t i o n 
boards a n d c o m m i t t e e s be sent t o General C o u n c i l 
members so t h a t t h e y can be k e p t i n f o r m e d o f 
C o n v e n t i o n - w i d e ac t iv i t i es a n d concerns. 

S T U D I E D v o t i n g age r e q u i r e m e n t s f o r c o n v e n t i o n 
delegates a n d agreed t h a t delegates w h o were e l i ­
g ible t o vote i n t h e i r l o ca l churches w o u l d be c e r t i ­
f i e d as e l ig ib le t o vo te as delegates at c o n v e n t i o n . 

S A W A N D H E A R D a co lored-s l ide p r e s e n t a t i o n o f 
the N a t i o n a l C o u n c i l o f Churches general assembly 
h e l d i n D e t r o i t i n December . 

C O N S I D E R E D a new pens ion p l a n f o r min is ters 
presented b y t h e Rev. J e r o m e Poole . T h e o f f i cers 
o f C o n v e n t i o n were asked t o give f u r t h e r s t u d y t o 
t h e proposa l and m a k e specif ic r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s . 

D I S C U S S E D t h e status o f t h e n a t i o n a l c h u r c h i n 
W a s h i n g t o n , D . C , and r e c o m m e n d e d t h e develop­
m e n t o f a p l a n t o m a k e b e t t e r use o f t h e resources, 
w h i c h m i g h t w e l l mean the sale o f t h e p r o p e r t y 
and t h e i n i t i a t i o n o f a new p r o g r a m . I t was p o i n t e d 
o u t t h a t C o n v e n t i o n has a d o p t e d t h e p o l i c y o f 
h o l d i n g i ts a n n u a l meet ings o n college campuses 
a n d is u n l i k e l y t o use t h e n a t i o n a l c h u r c h f o r any 
f u t u r e c o n v e n t i o n . 

R E V I E W E D t h e r e c o m m e n d a t i o n o f the B o a r d o f 
Managers o f t h e Swedenborg Schoo l o f R e l i g i o n 
t h a t c o n t i n u e d s u p p o r t be g iven t o P r o g r a m L i n k 
i n Bel levue , W a s h i n g t o n . D r . R o b e r t H . K i r v e n is 
c o m p l e t i n g a b o o k - l e n g t h s t u d y o f t h e Bel levue 
p r o g r a m f o r t h e B o a r d o f Managers. 

L O O K E D at copies o f t h e 1 9 6 9 C o n v e n t i o n J o u r ­
n a l , f resh o f f the press, a n d v o t e d t o p u b l i s h no 
J o u r n a l i n 1 9 7 0 ( i n t h e absence o f a c o n v e n t i o n ) . 
A c o m b i n e d 1 9 7 0 - 1 9 7 1 J o u r n a l w i l l be issued i n 
1 9 7 1 . 

R E A D a r e p o r t o f t h e 1 9 7 0 W o r l d A s s e m b l y t o be 
h e l d i n L o n d o n , s u b m i t t e d b y t h e Rev. O t h m a r T o -
b isch . Reg is trat ions have been received f r o m 1 9 0 
persons, i n c l u d i n g 2 4 min i s te rs and 17 wives. 

A P P R O V E D t h e a p p o i n t m e n t o f a Research a n d 
P l a n n i n g C o m m i t t e e made u p o f t h e pres ident o f 
C o n v e n t i o n , c h a i r m a n o f t h e C o u n c i l o f M i n i s t e r s , 
pres ident o f t h e S w e d e n b o r g Schoo l o f R e l i g i o n , 
and such consu l tants as t h e y m a y engage. T h i s 
c o m m i t t e e w i l l exp l o re poss ib i l i t ies f o r the f u t u r e 
o f t h e c h u r c h and m a k e r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s t o ap­
p r o p r i a t e bodies . 

V O T E D t o sponsor a conference f o r selected l a y ­
m e n t o share hopes , dreams, and ideas f o r t h e f u ­
t u r e d e v e l o p m e n t o f the c h u r c h . 

H E A R D a r e p o r t f r o m S t e w a r t E . Poole t h a t an 
increasing n u m b e r o f churches ( i n c l u d i n g Associa­
t i o n s ) have j o i n e d C o n v e n t i o n ' s " c o m m o n f u n d , " 
depos i t ing t h e i r e n d o w e d f u n d s i n t h e B a n k o f D e l ­
aware . We have established o u r o w n m u t u a l f u n d 
a n d receive the b e n e f i t o f pro fess ional i n v e s t m e n t 
counsel . 



R E P O R T cont 'd , from p. 14 
d e n b o r g Schoo l o f R e l i g i o n , w i t h such consu l tants 
as t h e y m a y w i s h t o engage. 

T h e c h u r c h is engaged i n a n u m b e r o f n e w ven ­
tures , i n c l u d i n g Program L i n k , E l C e r r i t o , C i n c i n ­
n a t i , a n d M i a m i , b u t i t is i m p o r t a n t t h a t an overa l l 
strategy be deve loped a n d c o m m u n i c a t e d t o the 
w h o l e c h u r c h . T h e conference a t U r b a n a i n A u ­
gust 1 9 6 8 was an i m p o r t a n t step i n long-range 
p l a n n i n g . T h e conference last June o f f a c u l t y , 
managers, a n d d i r e c t o r s o f the t h e o l o g i c a l schoo l 
was equa l ly i m p o r t a n t . The E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e 
o f t h e C o u n c i l o f Min i s te r s is r e c o m m e n d i n g a con ­
ference o f l a y m e n t o feed new i n p u t i n t o o u r l o n g -
range p l a n n i n g . 

Central Office: 

C o n v e n t i o n ' s c ent ra l o f f i c e m i g h t be said t o con ­
sist o f t h e pres ident , Ernest M a r t i n ; t h e e d i t o r o f 
The Messenger, R o b e r t K i r v e n ; a n d t h e c h a i r m a n 
o f t h e B o a r d o f Miss ions , George D o l e . Secretar­
ial services are p e r f o r m e d b y G ladys Baker a n d 
L e o n a F r e e d m a n . Fac i l i t i e s such as t h e e lectr ic 
m i m e o g r a p h machine and t h e S C M copier are 
shared w i t h the theo l og i ca l s choo l . 

C o p y f o r The Messenger is prepared each m o n t h 
o n o u r new I B M composer . T h e 1 9 6 9 C o n v e n t i o n 
J o u r n a l was also prepared o n the composer a n d 
w i l l be d i s t r i b u t e d t h e end o f J a n u a r y . T h e De ­
p a r t m e n t o f P u b l i c a t i o n is also p l a n n i n g t o p u b ­
l i sh some p a m p h l e t s t h r o u g h t h e centra l o f f i c e . 

We are g r a t e f u l t o t h e theo l og i ca l schoo l f o r p r o ­
v i d i n g rent - f ree o f f i c e space p lus heat , l i g h t a n d 
te l ephone service. We have a m p l e r o o m f o r t h e 
archives o f t h e c h u r c h i n t h e f i r e - p r o o f v a u l t o f the 
school l i b r a r y , and f o r t h e f i les a n d records f o r ­
m e r l y k e p t i n t h e o f f i c e o f Horace B l a c k m e r w h e n 
he was secretary o f C o n v e n t i o n . T h e B o a r d o f M i s ­
sions f i les w i l l also be k e p t here. We have an u p -
to -date address l is t o f al l C o n v e n t i o n members , 
a n d mai l ings are made t h r o u g h t h e B o s t o n M a i l i n g 
Co . 

M E E T I N G S O F B O A R D S A N D C O M M I T T E E S : 

B o a r d o f P u b l i c a t i o n , A u g u s t 4 
S w e d e n b o r g Schoo l o f R e l i g i o n , B o a r d o f D i r e c ­

t o r s , O c t o b e r 9 
B o a r d o f E d u c a t i o n , O c t o b e r 19-20 
Trustees o f U r b a n a College, O c t o b e r 18 
Research and D e v e l o p m e n t C o m m i t t e e , O c t . 

3 1 - N o v . 1 

A N C L E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e , N o v e m b e r 2 
A u g m e n t a t i o n F u n d C o m m i t t e e , N o v e m b e r 3 
B o a r d o f Miss ions , N o v e m b e r 7-8 
W a y f a r e r s ' Chape l , B o a r d o f Managers, N o v e m ­

ber 14-15 
C o m m i t t e e o f B o a r d o f E d u c a t i o n , December 31 
C o u n c i l o f M i n i s t e r s , E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e , 

J a n . 4-5, 1 9 7 0 
S w e d e n b o r g Schoo l o f R e l i g i o n , B o a r d o f M a n -

a g e r s > J a n - 9-10 
Trustees o f t h e N a t i o n a l C h u r c h , J a n u a r y 18 

A S S O C I A T I O N M E E T I N G S : 
Massachusetts A s s o c i a t i o n , N e w t o n v i l l e , O c t . 4 
C o n n e c t i c u t A s s o c i a t i o n , N e w Haven , O c t . 14 
O h i o A s s o c i a t i o n , C i n c i n n a t i , O c t . 19 

M E E T I N G S W I T H L O C A L C H U R C H M I N I S T E R S , 
O F F I C E R S O R C O M M I T T E E S : 

C i n c i n n a t i , O c t o b e r 19 
Cleve land, O c t o b e r 2 8 
E l C e r r i t o , N o v e m b e r 16-17 
San Franc i s co , N o v e m b e r 16-18 
P o r t l a n d , O r e g o n , N o v e m b e r 18-19 
V a n c o u v e r , B .C, N o v e m b e r 19 -20 
C o l o r a d o Springs, C o l o r a d o , N o v e m b e r 2 0 - 2 3 
D e t r o i t , N o v e m b e r 30 
W a s h i n g t o n , D . C , J a n . 18 -19 , 1 9 7 0 

P R E A C H E D : 
Congregat iona l C h u r c h , B r i d g t o n , Maine , 

A u g u s t 17 
Mass. A s s o c i a t i o n , N e w t o n v i l l e , O c t o b e r 4 
C o n n . A s s o c i a t i o n , N e w Haven , O c t o b e r 14 
O h i o A s s o c i a t i o n , C i n c i n n a t i , O c t o b e r 19 
Co lo rado Springs, C o l o r a d o , N o v e m b e r 23 
D e t r o i t , M i c h i g a n , N o v e m b e r 3 0 

S P E C I A L S E R V I C E S : 
D e d i c a t i o n o f C i n c i n n a t i C h u r c h , O c t o b e r 19 
R e s u r r e c t i o n Services: 

B e l l Q u a y l e , M i c h i g a n , O c t o b e r 22 
J o h n B o y l e , C leve land , O h i o O c t o b e r 2 7 

N A T I O N A L C O U N C I L O F C H U R C H E S 

General B o a r d , I n d i a n a p o l i s , September 11 -12 
General A s s e m b l y , D e t r o i t , N o v e m b e r 29 -

D e c e m b e r 5 

S W E D E N B O R G S C H O O L O F R E L I G I O N : 

E n t e r t a i n e d s tudents , f a c u l t y , a n d wives at o u r 
h o m e , September 2 6 

J o i n s tudents , f a c u l t y , a n d fami l i es f o r l u n c h e o n 
each T h u r s d a y , a n d p a r t i c i p a t e i n schoo l 
chapel services 

L e d discussion o f a tape r e c o r d i n g o n " L i f e A f t e r 
D e a t h " b y B i s h o p P i k e , N o v e m b e r 7, at 
m e e t i n g o f s tudents , f a c u l t y , a n d fami l i e s 


