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REPORT TO THE GENERAL COUNCIL, JANUARY, 1970

Ernest 0. Martin, President

OBSERVATIONS, CONCERNS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS

Program Link:

We are indebted to Bob Kirven for his penetrating
study of the church program in Bellevue, Washing-
ton. His report includes an historical background
of the program, descriptions of the spiritual growth
groups, case histories of group participants, psy-
chological evaluations of the groups, a study of
the Fellowship as a form of the Church, an evalua-
tion of the field work program in training our
theological students, and the theological and socio-
logical implications of the program.

The Board of Managers of the Swedenborg School
of Religion spent several hours discussing Bob’s re-
port at their meeting on January 10. Because the
report was not completed, the Managers were re-
luctant to make any kind of final evaluation. They
voted to continue the evaluation and to ask the
General Council to extend its deadline for another
year.

As President of Convention, I am strongly in favor
of Program Link, and see it as the most positive

and constructive program in the church today.
Dorothea Harvey, chairman of the Board of Man-
agers, has given the program her whole-hearted en-
dorsement. She writes: “This is the most valuable
experience we could give our students for the min-
istry, of what the church now has to offer, and we
should continue to require it.”” The faculty of the
SSR sees the field work program at Bellevue as an
indispensable part of a student’s training for the

ministry.

I hereby recommend that Program Link be con-
tinued for the coming year, under the jurisdiction
of the Swedenborg School of Religion, and that
we ask the Board of Managers to communicate
their recommendations to us upon the completion
of their study.

Research and Planning:

I see an urgent need for a Research and Planning
Committee to explore possibilities for the future
of the church, and to make recommendations to
the appropriate bodies of Convention. I recom-
mend that such a committee be made up of the
President of Convention, the Chairman of the

Council of Ministers, and the President of the Swe-
Cont’d. on page 16

* % # £ & ¥ % 4 * & & & &4 & & ¥ & 4 £ H % T X & ¥ ¥ & ¥ X # # * B

Vol. 190 No. 2

February 1970

Whole No. 4929

Published monthly, except for the one double issue in July-August, at the office of the Editor, c/o Swedenborg
School of Religion, 48 Sargent St., (P.O. Box E) Newton, Mass. 02158.

Second class postage paid at Boston, Mass.

The Messenger is the official organ of the Swedenborgian Church, founded 1817, incorporated as the General
Convention of the New Jerusalem in the United States of America.

Printed at Thomas Todd Company, 14 Beacon Street, Boston, Mass. 02108. Incorporated publisher: the Sweden-
borg Press, Box 143, Madison Square Station, New York, N. Y. 10010.

Subscription free to members of the Swedenborgian Church; non-members, $3.00 a year; foreign postage, 25
cents extra. Gift subscriptions, if from a member, $1.50. Single copies, 25 cents. Address subscriptions, checks,
changes of address to the Publisher, Box 143, Madison Square Station, New York, N. Y. 10010.
Contributions toward the cost of publishing should be sent to:
The Treasurer, Swedenborgian Church
Chester T. Cook, Box 215, Deer Isle, Maine 04627

Officers of Convention: Rev. Ernest O. Martin, President, 48 Sargent St., Box 66, Newton, Mass. 02158; Stewart E.
Poole, Vice-President, 2024 DuPont Building, Wilmington, Del. 19898; Chester T. Cook, Treasurer, Pressey
Village Road, P. O. Box 215, Deer Isle, Maine; Mrs. Ethel Rice, Recording Secretary, 31 Poole St., Brockton,
Mass. 02401.

Department of Publication: Rev. Richard H. Tafel, Sr., Chairman, Dr. Robert H. Kirven, Miss Cecile Werben, Rev.
Paul Zacharias, Mrs. Jan Seibert, Mrs. Leonore Spiers, Mrs. Corinne Tafel, Rafael Guiu, Ernest Martin, Tomas Spiers.
Robert H. Kirven, Editor

Address all editorial correspondence and manuscripts to the Editor, The Messenger, P. O. Box E, Newton, Mass.
02158. The opinions of contributors do not necessarily reflect the views of the Editor or the Department of
Publication, or represent the position of the church.

[ T T S e TR < CHN = o T MUY o S |

P - e T = T . . 3

T e g ve—

P~

o R

o

>

O

G e e ¢ e




TR ey

TR

GENERAL COUNCIL MEETS IN PHILADELPHIA

The General Council held its mid-winter meeting
at the Franklin Motor Inn in Philadelphia, January
23-25. Members met for supper at 6:30 P.M. on
Friday, the 23rd, and began their formal meeting
at 8:00 P.M. Present were Ernest O. Martin, presi-
dent; Stewart E. Poole, vice-president; Chester T.
Cook, treasurer; Ethel Rice, secretary; Randall
Laakko, Peter Greeley, Norman Bestor, Paul Za-
charias, Robert Tafel, Adolph Liebert, Richard H.
Tafel, Virginia Branston, Robert Young, August
Ebel and Ellsworth Seibert.

The agenda included 35 items of business. Some
were dispatched in a matter of seconds. Others
took as long as 2 hours. The president, vice-presi-
dent and treasurer had met all day Friday to put
the finishing touches on the budget, and printed
copies were available for all members when the
council meeting began.

At its meeting the Council:

LISTENED to an encouraging up-to-date report
from Urbana College by its president, Dr. Paul
Zehner.

ADOPTED a budget of $116,633 for the fiscal
year 1970-1971, presented by the treasurer, Ches-
ter T. Cook.

ASKED that minutes of all meetings of Convention
boards and committees be sent to General Council
members so that they can be kept informed of
Convention-wide activities and concerns.

STUDIED voting age requirements for convention
delegates and agreed that delegates who were eli-
gible to vote in their local churches would be certi-
fied as eligible to vote as delegates at convention.

SAW AND HEARD a colored-slide presentation of
the National Council of Churches general assembly
held in Detroit in December.

CONSIDERED a new pension plan for ministers
presented by the Rev. Jerome Poole. The officers
of Convention were asked to give further study to
the proposal and make specific recommendations.

15

DISCUSSED the status of the national church in
Washington, D. C., and recommended the develop-
ment of a plan to make better use of the resources,
which might well mean the sale of the property
and the initiation of a new program. It was pointed
out that Convention has adopted the policy of
holding its annual meetings on college campuses
and is unlikely to use the national church for any
future convention.

REVIEWED the recommendation of the Board of
Managers of the Swedenborg School of Religion
that continued support be given to Program Link
in Bellevue, Washington. Dr. Robert H. Kirven is
completing a book-length study of the Bellevue
program for the Board of Managers.

LOOKED at copies of the 1969 Convention Jour-
nal, fresh off the press, and voted to publish no
Journal in 1970 (in the absence of a convention).
A combined 1970-1971 Journal will be issued in
1971.

READ a report of the 1970 World Assembly to be
held inLondon, submitted by the Rev. Othmar To-
bisch. Registrations have been received from 190
persons, including 24 ministers and 17 wives.

APPROVED the appointment of a Research and
Planning Committee made up of the president of
Convention, chairman of the Council of Ministers,
president of the Swedenborg School of Religion,
and such consultants as they may engage. This
committee will explore possibilities for the future
of the church and make recommendations to ap-
propriate bodies.

VOTED to sponsor a conference for selected lay-
men to share hopes, dreams, and ideas for the fu-
ture development of the church.

HEARD a report from Stewart E. Poole that an
increasing number of churches (including Associa-
tions) have joined Convention’s “common fund,”
depositing their endowed funds in the Bank of Del-
aware. We have established our own mutual fund
and receive the benefit of professional investment

counsel.







