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L E T T E R F R O M T H E E D I T O R 

A t Chr is tmas t i m e t h i s year, The Messenger br ings 
y o u a c a r e f u l l y a n d t h o r o u g h l y s t r u c t u r e d v iew o f 
o u r Chr is tmas exper ience , b y t h e Rev. T h o r n t o n 0 . 
S m a l l w o o d , L a y M i n i s t e r o f t h e Chicago C h u r c h ; 
a g l o w i n g l i t t l e gem o f ins ight i n t o the m e a n i n g o f 
Chr i s tmas , b y A l b e r t a ( M r s . F r a n k ) T h e r i a u l t , Pres
i d e n t o f t h e Cleveland C h u r c h ; a n d a graphic ex
pression o f t h e f ee l ing o f w a r m t h a n d l i g h t i n t h e 
co ld a n d d a r k — t h e heart o f o u r best experiences o f 
Chr i s tmas , b y Margaret K i r v e n , B o s t o n U n i v e r s i t y 
s t u d e n t h n d m y daughter . 

W h a t shall I add f r o m myse l f , be fore c o m m i t t i n g 
these s ix teen pages o f t y p e and p i c tures t o t h e 
r e p r o d u c t i v e processes t h a t increase t h e i r quantity 
b u t freeze forever the quality o f m y choices, e d i t 
i n g , a r rangement , a n d w r i t i n g ? A s m y q u e s t i o n 
i m p l i e s , I f i n i s h m y w o r k o n t h i s issue—like m o s t 
issues, t o t e l l t h e t r u t h — w i t h a g n a w i n g b u t i l l -
d e f i n e d sense o f d i s a p p o i n t m e n t . A g a i n as usual, 
I a m somewhere b e t w e e n satisfied a n d rea l ly 
pleased w i t h w h a t is in t h e pages, b u t ra ther sad 
a n d a n x i o u s a b o u t w h a t is n o t . The Messenger is 
so m u c h m o r e i n m y hopes a n d dreams f o r p u b l i s h 
i n g a n d f o r t h e c h u r c h t h a n i t usual ly is i n p r i n t , 
t h a t I grieve a l i t t l e a lmost every m o n t h o n m y ' w a y 
t o the p r i n t e r s . 
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I feel t h i s especially n o w , w h e n the Chr is tmas sea
son a n d message awakens so m a n y feelings a n d 
ideas t h a t I personal ly w a n t t o share w i t h a l l o f 
y o u I k n o w a n d love , a n d a l l o f y o u w h o k n o w me 
t h r o u g h these pages; and w h e n I d r e a m o f m a k i n g 
The Messenger a m o r e active force (a long w i t h the 
church ' s t r a d i t i o n s and teachings, f e l l o w s h i p a n d 
m i n i s t r y ) i n the church ' s f u n c t i o n o f t r a n s m i t t i n g 
the blessings o f Chr i s tmas . These t h o u g h t s sadden 
m e . Perhaps t h a t ' s as i t s h o u l d be , however . 
Chr is tmas at i t s best is j o y o u s , b u t n o t (pace, 
G r e e t i n g Card I n d u s t r y ) " M e r r y . " J o y is deeper 
t h a n m e r r i m e n t , and whatever r e j o i c i n g t ouches 
deeply enough i n t o the a m b i g u i t i e s o f o u r s p i r i t -
f lesh existence necessarily has an edge o f sadness. 

I n the j o y o f Chr i s tmas , I r e m e m b e r — w i t h o u t hav
ing t o apologize f o r t h e t i m e and ways t h a t I have 
d i s a p p o i n t e d m y s e l f o r y o u — t h a t the blessings o f 
th i s season d o n o t depend o n m e , o r o n these 
pages, any m o r e t h a n the blessings and " l i f e sup
p o r t s y s t e m " o f the c h u r c h depends o n m e . I 
can ' t p u b l i s h a n y t h i n g t h a t w i l l b r i n g the L o r d 
m o r e v i v i d l y a n d act ive ly i n t o y o u r l i f e , no r any 
t h i n g t h a t can keep h i m o u t , e i ther . M y l i m i t s a n d 
fa i lures become easier t o l ive w i t h , just because 
t h e L o r d has been b o r n a m o n g us a n d come again. 
T h a t is good news o f great j o y t o m e , a n d t o y o u , 
and t o a l l people . 

Robert H. Kirven 
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C H R I S T , T H E L I G H T O F T H E W O R L D 

by 
The Rev. Thornton O. Smallwood 

And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, 
and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: 
and they were sore afraid. (Luke 2:9) 

" C h r i s t , t h e L i g h t o f t h e W o r l d , " is no mere saying. 
I t is a t r u t h so p r o f o u n d t h a t t h e o p e n i n g verses e>i 

J o h n ' s gospel set f o r t h th i s t r u t h f o r a l l t o perceive 
a n d acknowledge . 

In him was life; and the life was the light of men. 
And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness 
comprehended it not. 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was 
John. The same came to bear witness of the Light, 
that all men through him might believe. He was 
not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that 
Light. That was the true Light which lightenth 
every man that cometh into the world. ( J o h n 1:48) 

So i t is t h a t t h r o u g h o u t the years and centuries 
since t h e L o r d ' s b i r t h , l i g h t — a n d t h e m a n y a p p l i 
cat ions o f i t—have been a n d r e m a i n closely associ
ated w i t h Chr i s tmas . T h e y range, these associations, 
f r o m t h e Chr is tmas tree t o t h e single l i g h t e d candle ; 
and there c o u l d indeed be no m o r e p r o f o u n d single 
w a y t o r e m i n d ourselves o f t h e L o r d ' s b i r t h , t h a n 
t h r o u g h one o f t h e m a n y sources o f l i g h t — t h a t 
i l l u m i n e b o t h t h e m i n d and b o d y o f m a n k i n d . 

T w o K i n d s o f L i g h t 

W h i l e t h e l i g h t t h a t f l o ods the b o d y is i t se l f v is ib le , 
and there f o re reveals t o t h e eyes o f t h e b o d y t h e 
r e a l m o f n a t u r a l ob jects a b o u t i t ; t h e l i g h t o f the 
m i n d is an inv is ib le l i g h t w h i c h t h e b o d y can n o t 
see o r de tec t , b u t one w h i c h t h e soul , or s p i r i t , can. 
I t l i ghts u p o n , o r en l ightens , t h e m i n d a n d p a t h o f 
t h e h u m a n s p i r i t , a n d t h e n h u m a n i t y can w a l k u n 
e r r i n g l y i n t h e o f t e n h i d d e n a n d obscure paths o f 
righteousness " f o r His name's s a k e . " T h u s , w i t h o u t 
t h e l i g h t cast u p o n l i f e b y t h e l i g h t o f t h e l i f e o f 
t h e L o r d H i m s e l f , m a n k i n d w o u l d never have re 
gained t h e p a t h w a y o f l i f e , a n d c o u l d there f o re 
never experience sa lvat i on . 

T h a t m a n k i n d m i g h t there fo re see and acknowledge 
t h e b i r t h o f l i g h t i n t o t h e w o r l d , w i t h w h i c h t o en
l i g h t e n a n d t h u s t r a n s f o r m t h e m i n d o f a l l m a n 
k i n d , i t pleased t h e L o r d t o c losely and b e a u t i f u l l y 

associate l i g h t w i t h His b i r t h , i n t h e m i n d s o f a l l 
h u m a n i t y . T h u s , i t was a t n i g h t w h e n t h e angel o f 
the L o r d appeared t o the shepherds w i t h t h e glad 
t i d i n g s ; and i n hear ing t h e angelic message and see
i n g t h e great l i g h t t h a t a c companied t h e r e v e l a t i o n , 
t h e y i m m e d i a t e l y acted u p o n w h a t i t revealed t o 
t h e m . I t was also at n i g h t t h a t t h e Star o f B e t h l e 
h e m was seen b y t h e Wise M e n i n the East . L i k e t h e 
shepherds, t h e y were led b y w h a t t h e y saw at n i g h t , 
s h i n i n g i n t h e darkness, t o the shrine o f t h e L o r d 
H i m s e l f . T h u s , because t h e darkness was so c o m 
p le te , b o t h i n t h e o u t e r w o r l d o f n a t u r e and i n t h e 
inner w o r l d s o f t h e h u m a n s p i r i t , t h e reve la t i on o f 
L i g h t I t s e l f became t h e r a d i a n t s y m b o l o f Chr is tmas 
t h r o u g h o u t a l l t h e ages since. 

A s a l l h u m a n i t y is fash ioned b y t h e L o r d t o receive 
heavenly d i r e c t i o n s f r o m h i m as t o h o w t o best 
u l t i m a t e l y reach h i m i n t h e l i f e t o come, so t h e 
heavenly l i g h t , seen as a m a n i f e s t a t i o n o f the L o r d ' s 
b i r t h , was seen b y h u m a n spir i ts o f b o t h t h e shep
herds a n d the wise m e n , b u t i n d i f f e r e n t ways . T h e 
wise m e n saw i t as a b r i l l i a n t w h i t e star t h a t m o v e d 
and b e c k o n e d t o t h e m overhead u n t i l i t came a n d 
s tood over w h e r e t h e y o u n g c h i l d was. The shep
herds saw the L i g h t as the g l o r y o f t h e L o r d , sh in 
ing a b o u t t h e reveal ing angel , a n d t h e i r a c t i o n a n d 
r e a c t i o n t o w h a t t h e y heard a n d saw was t o carry 
t h e m i m m e d i a t e l y i n t o t h e presence o f t h e L o r d 
H i m s e l f . 

T h e W a y o f W i s d o m 
a n d U n d e r s t a n d i n g 

I n t h e case o f t h e Wise M e n , t h e i r m i n d s were 
i l l u m i n e d b y heaven at t h e t i m e t h e star appeared , 
a n d t h e y t h e n began t o p l o d t h e i r w e a r y w a y t o 
Jerusa lem, where Herod ' s h e n c h m e n rehearsed i n 
t h e i r ears where the L o r d was t o be b o r n . T h e 
shepherds, however , were g iven t h e same i n f o r m a 
t i o n — a n d m u c h m o r e — b y spoken r e v e l a t i o n at t h e 
same t i m e t h a t t h e i r m i n d s were e n l i g h t e n e d , so 
t h a t t h e i r r e a c t i o n c o u l d a l m o s t b r i n g t h e m i n 
s tantaneous ly i n t o the L o r d ' s presence. T h u s , b o t h 
the Wise M e n and the s imple , good m e n — b y means 
o f l i g h t — c o u l d f i n d the L o r d . B o t h d i d f i n d h i m : 
f o r i n seeing the l i g h t o f t h e L o r d , and i n us ing i t t o 
f i n d h i m at t h e Chr is tmas t i m e o f t h e h u m a n s o u l , 
h u m a n i t y w i l l a lways f i n d him—regardless o f 
w h e t h e r we are d r a w n t o h i m o u t o f our love for 
h i m , o r o u r u n d e r s t a n d i n g of h i m . N o one , there 
f o r e , ever has an excuse f o r not f i n d i n g the L o r d 
somehow, i n t h e Chr is tmas t i m e o f t h e h u m a n 
s p i r i t . 



C H R I S T , T H E L I G H T O F T H E W O R L D (cont 'd . ) 

We a l l o f us k n o w , I a m sure, e i ther f r o m personal 
experience or t h r o u g h t h e lives o f o thers we m a y 
k n o w , h o w l o n g a n d arduous the j o u r n e y o f t h e 
wise m a n can be, i f m o v e d m e r e l y — o r p r i m a r i l y — 
b y t r u t h , t o f i n d s o m e t h i n g l i v i n g o f t h e L o r d . T h e 
w a y is l o n g and i n d i r e c t . I t can n o t go d i r e c t l y t o 
t h e L o r d t h r o u g h i n n e r personal d i re c t r e v e l a t i o n , 
as can those b o t h en l ightened and w a r m e d b y t h e 
l i v i n g p e r s o n a l i t y o f t h e reveal ing angel . T h e y m u s t 
do a l l t h e i r t r a v e l l i n g at n i g h t o v e r great distances, 
a n d even then t h e star does n o t lead t h e m directly 
t o t h e L o r d , b u t f i r s t t o the c h u r c h t h a t has his 
W o r d (his established p e r m a n e n t l i g h t f o r the h u 
m a n s p i r i t ) . T h e r e , i n the c h u r c h , t h e t r u t h o f 
w h e r e t h e L o r d is t o be a c t u a l l y b o r n can be 
l earned ; a n d then i t is t h a t t h e h u m a n i n t e l l e c t can 
be so en l ightened b y the inv is ib le i n n e r l i g h t o f t h e 
h u m a n s p i r i t , t h a t t h e m e n can at long last c ome 
i n t o his presence w i t h e x t e r n a l g i f ts s y m b o l i c o f 
the i n n e r lives o f w o r s h i p and d e v o t i o n t h e y b r i n g 
t o h i m . Yes , t h e L o r d can always eventua l ly be 
f o u n d at Chr is tmas t h r o u g h t h e c o l d w h i t e l i g h t o f 
t h e l i t e r a l sense o f S c r i p t u r e , u n t i l i n n e r d i r e c t i o n 
is awakened s u f f i c i e n t l y t o cover the shor t distance 
t h a t t h e n remains b e t w e e n w h e r e one is s p i r i t u a l l y 
and w h e r e t h e L o r d h i m s e l f t h e n is. 

T h e Way o f L o v e 

T h e shepherds, o n t h e o ther h a n d , h a d been d o i n g 
w h a t t h e y c o u l d w i t h t h e i r i n n e r lives—even d u r i n g 
t h e l o n g n i g h t o f s u p e r s t i t i o n , o f ignorance a n d 
f a l s i t y , t h a t so f u l l y engul fed t h e i r sp i r i t s . T h e y 
were i n t h e same c o u n t r y as B e t h l e h e m , s h o w i n g 
t h a t t h e y were s p i r i t u a l l y a t t u n e d t o receive en
l i g h t e n m e n t c o n c e r n i n g t h e b i r t h o f the L o r d . A s 
shepherds, we k n o w t h a t t h e y were g u i d i n g a n d 
w a t c h i n g over a l l t h e i r f l o c k s , t h e i r l i v i n g a f fec t ions 
closest t o the L o r d as the character : " k e e p i n g w a t c h 
over t h e i r f l o cks b y n i g h t , " t o see t h a t none o f 
these a f f e c t i ons w o u l d be h a r m e d o r lost sight o f 
d u r i n g t h e long—the a l l b u t e t e r n a l — n i g h t . T h e y 
were p r o t e c t i n g f r o m h a r m so f t , l i v i n g f o r m s o f 
i n n e r l i f e — l i f e exceed ing ly close t o t h e L o r d — a n d 
because t h e y were p r o t e c t i n g w i t h t h e i r o w n lives 
t h a t w h i c h was close t o the L o r d H i m s e l f , the angel 
o f t h e L o r d c o u l d come d i r e c t l y t o t h e m a n d give 
t h e m i m m e d i a t e r e v e l a t i o n . T h e y d i d n ' t need t o 
go t o Jerusalem f i r s t , and hear o r read f o r t h e m 
selves f r o m S c r i p t u r e where C h r i s t s h o u l d be b o r n . 
I n s t e a d , inner r e v e l a t i o n ( f r o m t h e voice a n d pres
ence o f t h e angel o f t h e L o r d ) t o l d t h e m a l l t h e y 
needed t o k n o w , a n d t h e n gave t h e m the needed 

s p i r i t u a l i m p e t u s t o actually start out a n d come i n 
t o t h e presence o f t h e L o r d H i m s e l f . I t is n o t 
enough t o know t h a t t h e L o r d w i l l be b o r n i n t h e 
B e t h l e h e m o f o u r sp i r i t s . We m u s t t h e n act o n t h e 
i n f o r m a t i o n , a n d go t o h i m . e i ther b y the s tar l i ght 
o f t h e h u m a n s p i r i t — i f we be wise men—or b y t h e 
inv i s ib le l i g h t o f t h e e m o t i o n o f love i f we be those 
o f l o v i n g hearts . 

Wise M e n o f T o d a y 

I t is somet imes h a r d f o r the wise t o d a y t o react 
e m o t i o n a l l y t o t h e b i r t h o f the L o r d at Chr i s tmas , 
even as i t doubt less was f o r the wise m e n . T h e y 
have a l o n g w a y t o go t o reach the Chr is tmas s p i r i t . 
There are presents t o o b t a i n t h a t w i l l re f l ec t w h a t 
t h e y themselves are, w h i c h t h e y t h e n t r y t o m a t c h 
u p w i t h those w h o m t h e y w i l l h o n o r w i t h g i f t s . 
M a n y mi les are t rave l led i n Chr is tmas s h o p p i n g a n d 
t h e n seeing t h a t s omehow or o t h e r , i n a l l t h e vast 
Chr is tmas r u s h , t h e presents f i n a l l y (and h o p e f u l l y ) 
get t o t h e i r i n t e n d e d rec ip ients o n t i m e . W i t h so 
m u c h t o d o , t h e y m a y never get fully i n v o l v e d 
e m o t i o n a l l y i n t h e Chr is tmas season, b u t r e m a i n 
m o r e or less c o n t e n t t o f o l l o w the star o f t r u t h and 
t r a d i t i o n , b r i n g g i f t s because i t is t h e season o f g iv
i n g , a n d t h e n give a m o r e e x t e r n a l f o r m o f homage 
at t h e shrine o f the L o r d ' s n a t i v i t y . I t is t h e very 
best t h e y can d o , and t h e y have t h e i r place i n t h e 
L o r d ' s k i n g d o m o f t h e redeemed. 

M o d e r n Shepherds 

T h e n there are t h e shepherds w h o can be reached 
d i r e c t l y b y t h e h u m a n voice a n d p e r s o n a l i t y o f 
living human inner revelation and perception. U n 
l i k e t h e wise m e n , there is i n s t a n t i n n e r e m o t i o n a l 
r e a c t i o n . T h e y respond . W h a t happened t o t h e m 
t h a t was d i f f e r e n t f r o m t h e m e r e l y wise men? A n d 
w h a t was t h e i r d i f f e r e n t response? 

" T h e angel o f t h e L o r d came u p o n t h e m . " A n 
angel signifies d iv ine t r u t h - I t also signif ies, i n a 
supreme sense, t h e L o r d . " T h e angel o f t h e L o r d 
came u p o n t h e m , " t h e r e f o r e , shows t h a t t h r o u g h 
p r o t e c t i n g w i t h t h e i r very lives those inner t h o u g h t s 
a n d a f f e c t i ons w h i c h were m o s t i n n o c e n t and clos
est t o t h e L o r d — i n c o r p o r a t e d i n t o a l i v i n g revela
t i o n o f h i m i n t h e f o r m o f t h e angel o f t h e L o r d — 
and t h e n made m a n i f e s t t o t h e m . T h e y d i d n ' t need 
t o k n o w t h e i n t i m a t e detai ls o f t h e heavenly revela
t i o n o f where t h e L o r d s h o u l d be b o r n , as S c r i p t u r e 
reveals i t . D i v i n e r e v e l a t i o n c o u l d come t o t h e m 
m o r e d i r e c t l y , m o r e i n t i m a t e l y , m o r e m o v i n g l y 



t h r o u g h t h e reveal ing l i g h t and heat o f love a n d 
e m o t i o n , t h a n i t c o u l d ever c ome t h r o u g h t r u t h 
a lone . 

W h a t is , or can be, the i m m e d i a t e response t o a new 
s i t u a t i o n o r r e v e l a t i o n , even c o n c e r n i n g t h e L o r d ? 
I t can be, a n d o f t e n is, one o f fear. T h e shepherds, 
we are t o l d , i m m e d i a t e l y were "sore a f r a i d . " A 
new d i m e n s i o n had been added t o l i f e f o r t h e m . 
T h e l i v i n g presence o f reveal ing t r u t h was e n t i r e l y 
f o r e i g n t o t h e m . T h e sense o f fear t h a t came u p o n 
t h e m showed t h a t t h e i r s imple f a i t h was n o t enough 
t o sustain t h e m i n t i m e s o f m o r e per fe c t r e v e l a t i o n . 
Fear , S w e d e n b o r g te l ls us, has r e l a t i o n t o ev i l a n d 
is m e n t i o n e d f o r the s p i r i t u a l m a n , or one capable 
o f b e c o m i n g s p i r i t u a l . A l l those w h o t e n d e r l y keep 
w a t c h over t h e i r f l o cks o f l i v i n g a f f e c t i ons as best 
t h e y can , d u r i n g t h e course o f the l o n g n i g h t o f 
t h i s w o r l d , can be a n d are o v e r w h e l m e d w i t h fear 
t h a t t h e y are n o t d o i n g enough w h e n l i v i n g revela
t i o n comes t o t h e m . T h e y fear f o r t h e i r o w n per
sonal safety, both from without and from w i t h i n . 
People w h o c o n s t a n t l y try t o do w h a t is g o o d , 
p r o t e c t t h e l i v i n g a f f e c t i ons w i t h i n t h e m f r o m 
h a r m , are f r e q u e n t l y i n fear t h a t t h e y are n o t d o i n g 
enough . T h e y fear f a i l u r e i n t h e l i g h t o f revealed 
d iv ine t r u t h . I t is n o t the revealed t r u t h t h a t comes 
t o those w h o are t r y i n g t o lead the good l i f e t h a t 
inspires fear. R a t h e r i t is the hel ls themselves t h a t 
a t t a c k those w h o are t r y i n g t o lead t h e good l i f e 
t h a t f i l l t h e m w i t h fear, t h a t m a k e t h e m "sore a-
f r a i d . " W h a t more s h o u l d t h e y be d o i n g w i t h t h e i r 
lives t o f i n d s o m e t h i n g more o f the new b o r n Chr i s t 
i n t h e i r lives t o go t o w a r d s d u r i n g the Chr is tmas 
season? 

Those w h o can be reached b y t h e L o r d t h r o u g h 
t h e i r a f f e c t i o n o f f i n d i n g h i m , are the shepherds i n 
t h i s l i f e . T h e y have care fu l l y w a t c h e d over a l l the 
i n n o c e n t a f f e c t i ons i n t h e i r lives so t h a t t h e y m a y 
be c o n s t a n t l y p r o t e c t e d f r o m b e i n g d e s t r o y e d o r 
scattered b y evi l t h o u g h t s a n d a f f e c t i ons w h i c h 
have n o t h i n g i n c o m m o n w i t h t h e L o r d . E v e r y t h i n g 
i n t h e i r lives m a y be i n t h e c omparat ive darkness 
o f the b lackest n i g h t ; y e t , because even i n spite o f 
a l l t h e darkness t h e y do w h a t t h e y can t o best p r o 
t e c t a n d de fend a l l t h a t is i n n o c e n t w i t h i n t h e i r 
l ives. W h a t l i t t l e t h e y m a y k n o w o f d iv ine revela
t i o n w i l l be enough . I t w i l l n o t be the b o o k learn
i n g o f t h e wise m e n , b u t the m o r e exa l ted and i n 
t i m a t e means o f reveal ing t h e b i r t h o f t h e L o r d i n 
t h e i r m i d s t , t o w h i c h t h e y can t h e n bring t h e i r en
tire l ives. T h e y w i l l n o t b r i n g expensive, or i m 
pressive, e x t e r n a l t okens o f love and a f f e c t i o n t o 

the L o r d . T h e y w i l l b r i n g themselves, all o f t h e m 
selves, as a l i v i n g present a n d t r i b u t e t o C h r i s t , t h e 
L i g h t o f the W o r l d . 

T h e G l o r y o f t h e L o r d 

T h e w r i t i n g s o f the c h u r c h t e l l us t h a t " g l o r y sig
ni f ies d i v i n e t r u t h as i t is i n heaven, because d i v i n e 
t r u t h is t h e l i g h t o f heaven, a n d f r o m t h a t l i g h t a l l 
t h e sp lendor a n d magni f i cence a n d g l o r y is der ived 
t h e r e . " " T h e g l o r y o f the L o r d t h a t shone r o u n d 
a b o u t t h e m , " shows, t h e r e f o r e , t h a t the t r u t h t h e y 
k n e w a b o u t t h e L o r d , t h r o u g h p r o t e c t i n g a l l t h e i r 
i n n o c e n t a f f e c t i ons f r o m h a r m i n l i f e , were a l l c o l 
l ec ted toge ther b y the L o r d , b r o u g h t t oge ther i n t o 
h u m a n f o r m , b a t h e d i n the l i g h t o f heaven, a n d 
t h e n revealed t o t h e m . 

T h e very f i r s t t h i n g w h i c h these n e w l y revealed 
t r u t h s i n per fe c t h u m a n f o r m reveal t o a l l the shep
herds i n t h e w o r l d is t h i s : " F e a r n o t . " T h e shep
herds w i l l never have t h e w i s d o m o f the wise m e n , 
b u t t h e y d o n ' t rea l ly need i t . T h e w a y t o p e r f e c t i o n 
t h r o u g h w i s d o m is a lways longer , m o r e i n d i r e c t , 
t ed ious a n d t i m e c o n s u m i n g , t h a n b y means o f love . 
T h e m e r e l y wise m a n , b y his very n a t u r e , m u s t o f 
necessity r a t i o n a l i z e his w a y t o r e l i g i o n a n d the 
heart o f i t — t h e L o r d H i m s e l f — w h i l e t h e m o r e e m o 
t i o n a l shepherds see the same l i g h t o f r e v e l a t i o n i n 
a n o t h e r f o r m , the g l o r y o f the L o r d i n the f o r m o f 
t h e reveal ing angel . N o t o n l y does t h i s l i g h t i n t h e 
f o r m o f a l i v i n g angel w a r m t h e m w i t h a f f e c t i o n 
and e m o t i o n t h a t t h e y m u s t e x p e n d b y go ing d i r e c t 
l y t o t h e L o r d at once w i t h t h e i r ent i re lives, b u t 
the reveal ing l i g h t o f t r u t h t h e n gives t h e m i n w o r d s 
o f celestial f i r e abso lute d i r e c t i o n s f o r f i n d i n g t h e 
i n f a n t L o r d . L i s t e n care fu l l y t o w h a t the angel o f 
the L o r d , as revealed t r u t h f r o m C h r i s t , the L i g h t 
o f the W o r l d , br ings t o t h e m . 

T h e G l o r i o u s Message: 
Fear N o t — t h e Chr i s t is B o r n 

" F e a r n o t : f o r , b e h o l d , I b r i n g y o u g o o d t i d i n g s o f 
great j o y , w h i c h shall be t o all peop le . F o r unto 
you is b o r n t h i s day i n t h e C i t y o f D a v i d a Sav iour , 
w h i c h is Chr i s t t h e L o r d . A n d t h i s shall be a sign 
u n t o y o u : Y e shall f i n d the babe w r a p p e d i n swad
d l i n g c lo thes , l y i n g i n a m a n g e r . " N o w h e r e i n the 
W o r d were a l l these detai ls g iven concern ing t h e 
b i r t h o f the L o r d p r i o r t o H i s b i r t h , so the revela
t i o n given t o t h e shepherds was not a r e -awakening 
o f w h a t t h e y already knew f r o m S c r i p t u r e . I n s t e a d , 
the r e v e l a t i o n n o w given t o t h e m was a d d i t i o n a l , 



C H R I S T , T H E L I G H T O F T H E W O R L D (cont 'd . ) 

needed, i n f o r m a t i o n — b a s e d o n t h e p r o t e c t i o n t h e y 
had prev i ous ly g iven t o t h e t r u t h s w h i c h t h e y d i d 
k n o w f r o m t h e L o r d ' s W o r d , the f l o cks t h e y h a d 
c o n s t a n t l y p r o t e c t e d f r o m t h e dangers o f f a l s i t y 
a n d evi l so r a m p a n t i n the w o r l d at the t i m e o f t h e 
L o r d ' s c o m i n g , a n d i n o u r o w n day also. T h e n , 
based o n the i n n e r r e v e l a t i o n o f new i n n e r t r u t h 
w h i c h t h e y perce ived f o r the f i r s t t i m e — a n d w h i c h 
was a u g m e n t e d b y t h e i r intense l o n g i n g a n d desire 
t o i m m e d i a t e l y f i n d the L o r d w i t h t h e i r e n t i r e 
l ives—they indeed w e n t w i t h haste, and f o u n d the 
n e w - b o r n L o r d as the l i v i n g center o f a l l t r u e Chr is 
t i a n r e l i g i o n , w a i t i n g l o v i n g l y t o receive t h e m i n t o 
his presence. 

T h e N i g h t Be fore Chr is tmas 

T h i s Chr i s tmas , i n t h e t i m e o f the b i r t h o f t h e 
L o r d ' s second c o m i n g , a n o t h e r vast n i g h t has set
t l e d over t h e w o r l d a n d g r i p p e d a l l C h r i s t e n d o m . 
T h e wise m e n , so ca l led , are peer ing o u t i n t o the 
n i g h t skies—much o f w h i c h darkness t h e y have cre
ated themse lves—try ing t o see a s ign, o r perhaps 
even i n fear t h a t t h e y will see some sign o f revela
t i o n t h a t m a y serve t o later d i s c red i t t h e m . I n a n y 
event , w h i l e t h e y examine t h e heavens w i t h te le 
scopes a n d the m o s t sophis t i cated n a t u r a l i n s t r u 
m e n t s ever k n o w n , a n d s t i l l d o u b t w h e t h e r or n o t 
G o d exists , t h e s imple shepherds o f soc iety are n o t 
b o t h e r e d or h a m p e r e d b y t h e sheer vastness o f 
k n o w l e d g e t h a t is avai lable . C h r i s t , f o r t h e m , is n o t 
lost o r covered u p b y a l l the m a t e r i a l k n o w l e d g e o f 
the w o r l d t o d a y . Instead o f be ing i n love w i t h ex
t e rna l k n o w l e d g e t h a t may, o r may not, eventua l l y 
lead t o B e t h l e h e m , t h e y do n o t t r y t o f i n d t h e i r 
w a y t o t h e L o r d b y s tar l i gh t . 

Instead t h e y t a k e what they can, b o t h f r o m Scr ip 
t u r e a n d t h e revealed w r i t i n g s o f t h e i r c h u r c h , b r i n g 
i t alive w i t h i n t h e i r o w n personal lives a n d charac
ters u n t i l t h e y become s u r r o u n d e d e x t e r n a l l y a n d 
i n t e r n a l l y b y the h i g h innocence , peace, a n d p r o 
t e c t i o n o f t h e f l o cks t h e y t e n d . T h e y do n o t 
" c l i m b t h e heavenly steps t o b r i n g the L o r d Chr is t 
d o w n , " as one o f o u r h y m n s states so g r a p h i c a l l y . 
T h e y d o n o t envy t h e great in te l l ec ts w h i c h m a y 
or m a y n o t — f i n d the L o r d at Chr i s tmas . Instead 
t h e y f i n d a l l t h a t t h e y can ever f i n d o f C h r i s t , t h e 
L i g h t o f t h e W o r l d , as a l i v i n g r e a l i t y w i t h i n t h e 
t r u t h s t h e y k n o w a n d love . C h r i s t , the L o r d , is 
c o n t i n u a l l y a l i v i n g r e a l i t y w i t h i n t h e m . A n d w h e n 
t h i s is t h e case, t h e n t r u l y , one great day i n t h e i r 
lives, t h e s imple t r u t h s t h e y k n o w , love , cherish 
a n d c o n s t a n t l y p r o t e c t f r o m a l l h a r m w i l l be 

b r o u g h t together , b y t h e m e r c y o f t h e L o r d , i n t o a 
h u m a n f o r m , t h a t o f t h e angel o f t h e L o r d , t o re 
veal t o t h e m personal ly w h e n and w h e r e C h r i s t , t h e 
L o r d , is b o r n for them. T h i s is t h e Chr is tmas mes
sage f o r the shepherds i n t h e w o r l d : Be n o t a f ra id 
because o f w h a t y o u don't have, i n t h e w a y o f f o r 
m a l e d u c a t i o n or re l ig ious ins ight . R a t h e r re jo i ce 
and be exceeding glad f o r w h a t y o u have k e p t alive 
w i t h i n y o u t h a t is closest t o the L o r d , b y means o f 
w h i c h he H i m s e l f can be b o r n anew t o y o u th i s 
Chr is tmas . 

A s i n n o c e n t shepherds, le t us there f o re "say one t o 
a n o t h e r , L e t us n o w go even u n t o B e t h l e h e m , and 
see t h i s t h i n g w h i c h is come t o pass, w h i c h the 
L o r d h a t h made k n o w n u n t o u s " t h r o u g h the 
c h u r c h we love . 

M E A N I N G O F C H R I S T M A S 

Chr is tmas is b e a u t y — t h e b e a u t y o f t r u t h t h a t is the 
f o r m o f love. " A n d the W o r d was made f lesh a n d 
d w e l t a m o n g us, and we behe ld his g l o r y . . . " T h e 
source o f a l l b e a u t y was b o r n a m o n g us i n an ug ly 
and desolate t i m e and place , and His l i f e was m o r e 
b e a u t i f u l t h a n t h e concept ions o f t h e greatest ar
t is ts . T r u t h and o rder , goodness and love , those 
qua l i t i e s t h a t v i v i f y a l l a r t , were mani fes ted f u l l y i n 
His l i f e o n e a r t h . There was never a n y t h i n g dis
o rgan ized , fussy or super f luous i n a n y t h i n g He said 
o r d i d . 

A s we celebrate Chr i s tmas , we see t h a t m a n i n t u i 
t i v e l y recognizes th i s i n c a r n a t i o n o f b e a u t y . I n the 
gray co ld days o f w i n t e r we strive t o express i t i n 
co lor and l i g h t a n d music . We cu l t i va te b e a u t i f u l 
feelings o f love and share t h e m w i t h b e a u t i f u l ges
tures , cards a n d g i f t s . We l o o k b e y o n d o u r m a n -
made chaot i c state a n d seek t h e beauty w h i c h is 
o u r hope a n d sa lvat ion . " I n h i m was l i f e ; and the 
l i f e was the l i g h t o f m e n . " 

Alberta Theriault 

E R N E S T E K B E R G WEDS 
R E B E C C A ADAMS 

T h e marr iage o f Rebecca A d a m s , daughter o f M r . 
and M r s . C. W. A d a m s o f L u b b o c k , Texas t o Ernest 
E k b e r g , f o r m e r President a n d c u r r e n t Adv i ser t o 
A N C L , has been a n n o u n c e d f o r December 1 9 t h i n 
L u b b o c k . T h e couple w i l l l ive i n L u b b o c k f o r the 
rest o f Ern ie ' s air f orce service, and t h e n expects t o 
m a k e t h e i r h o m e i n E l m w o o d , Mass. 



C O N V E N T I O N D A T E S A N N O U N C E D 

U r b a n a , O h i o - T h e a n n u a l m e e t i n g o f t h e General 
C o n v e n t i o n o f the Swedenborg ian Churches w i l l be 
h e l d a t U r b a n a College June 2 4 - 2 7 , 1 9 7 1 , i t was 
a n n o u n c e d b y t h e Rev . Ernest 0 . M a r t i n , o f N e w 
t o n , Mass., pres ident o f General C o n v e n t i o n . 

M r . M a r t i n a n n o u n c e d also t h a t Roger D . Paulson , 
Ass istant t o t h e President o f U r b a n a College, has 
been named c h a i r m a n o f t h e p l a n n i n g c o m m i t t e e , a 
p o s i t i o n he h e l d w h e n the 1 9 6 6 annua l m e e t i n g 
was h e l d at U r b a n a College. 

M r . M a r t i n s tated " I t is w i t h great pleasure a n d an 
t i c i p a t i o n t h a t we p l a n t o r e t u r n t o U r b a n a College 
f o r o u r 1 4 7 t h a n n u a l m e e t i n g . We s incerely e n j o y e d 
o u r v is i t there i n 1 9 6 6 and w i t h t h e a d d i t i o n s t o 
t h e U r b a n a campus we f u l l y expec t t o e n j o y o u r 
1 9 7 1 vis i t even m o r e . " 

Several h u n d r e d delegates and observers a t t e n d e d 
t h e 1 9 6 6 c o n v e n t i o n . Since t h e n t h e college has 
c o n s t r u c t e d the M e m o r i a l L i b r a r y , several d o r m i 
tor ies and the new C o l l e g e - C o m m u n i t y Center . T h e 
l a t t e r b u i l d i n g , n o w i n i ts f i n a l stages o f c omple 
t i o n , w i l l serve as c o n v e n t i o n center . 

M r . Paulson h a d served as business manager at U r 
bana College f o r e ight years be fore be ing named 
Ass istant t o t h e President f o r f i e l d operat i ons o n 
O c t . 3. H e is a m e m b e r o f t h e b o a r d o f managers 
o f t h e S w e d e n b o r g Schoo l o f R e l i g i o n , l o cated i n 
N e w t o n , Mass., and a secretary o f the I l l i n o i s Asso
c i a t i o n o f the Swedenborg ian C h u r c h . 

"We are h a p p y t h a t t h e General C o n v e n t i o n o f t h e 
Swedenborg ian Churches w i l l again h o l d i ts a n n u a l 
m e e t i n g at U r b a n a C o l l e g e " M r . Paulson said. " W e 
were h a p p i l y o v e r w h e l m e d at t h e c o m m u n i t y re 
sponse t o o u r 1 9 6 6 c o n v e n t i o n . M a n y members o f 
the Swedenborg ian C h u r c h are eager t o r e t u r n t o 
U r b a n a because o f the w a r m c o m m u n i t y w e l c o m e 
t h e y received at t h a t t i m e . 

M r . Paulson a n n o u n c e d t h a t a m e e t i n g o f the p l a n 
n i n g c o m m i t t e e w i l l be h e l d at t h e college o n Satur 
day , O c t . 3 1 . 

U r b a n a College President D r . Paul A . Z e h n e r ex
pressed pleasure at the a n n o u n c e m e n t o f t h e 1 9 7 1 
c o n v e n t i o n l o c a t i o n . " W e are m o s t h a p p y t o w e l 
come t h e delegates t o the a n n u a l m e e t i n g o f t h e 
Swedenborg ian Churches t o U r b a n a College. We 

c o u n t m a n y f i r m f r i ends a m o n g t h e c h u r c h m e m 
bers a n d t h e occasion o f t h e a n n u a l m e e t i n g w i l l 
p e r m i t us t o renew m a n y f i n e f r i e n d s h i p s . " 

U r b a n a College was f o u n d e d i n 1 8 5 0 b y f o l l o w e r s 
o f t h e p h i l o s o p h y e x p o u n d e d b y Swedish p h i l o s o 
p h y - t h e o l o g i a n E m a n u e l Swedenborg . W h i l e n o t 
t i e d d i r e c t l y t o t h e Swedenborg ian C h u r c h , U r b a n a 
College has some l i n k s w i t h t h e c h u r c h . Several 
members o f the college's b o a r d o f trustees are m e m 
bers o f t h e Swedenborg ian C h u r c h . 

T h e College's M e m o r i a l L i b r a r y , c o m p l e t e d i n 1 9 6 8 , 
was f i n a n c e d largely t h r o u g h d o n a t i o n s b y members 
o f the c h u r c h . 

'71 C O N V E N T I O N P L A N N I N G S T A R T E D 

Plann ing f o r t h e 1 9 7 1 a n n u a l m e e t i n g o f the G e n 
eral C o n v e n t i o n o f t h e Swedenborg ian C h u r c h got 
u n d e r w a y S a t u r d a y , O c t . 3 1 , w h e n m e m b e r s o f the 
p l a n n i n g c o m m i t t e e m e t at t h e A n d e r s o n M e m o r i a l 
B o a r d R o o m at U r b a n a College. T h e C o n v e n t i o n 
dates have been set as J u n e 2 4 - 2 7 . 

T h e m e e t i n g was d i r e c t ed b y Roger Paulson, chair 
m a n . M r . Paulson is Ass istant t o the President o f 
U r b a n a College f o r F i e l d Opera t i ons . 

D u r i n g t h e f i ve -hour m e e t i n g members discussed a 
t h e m e f o r the a n n u a l m e e t i n g and possible t op i c s 
f o r discussion groups . A t u r n o u t o f a b o u t 500 per
sons is a n t i c i p a t e d f o r the a n n u a l m e e t i n g . 

S u b - c o m m i t t e e s were n a m e d f o r var ious p l a n n i n g 
pro jec t s . F u r t h e r a n n o u n c e m e n t s a b o u t the a n n u a l 
m e e t i n g , i n c l u d i n g the f o r m a t , business i t ems and 
discussion t o p i c s , w i l l be a n n o u n c e d i n subsequent 
issues o f The Messenger. 

Those a t t e n d i n g the p l a n n i n g m e e t i n g i n c l u d e d : 
M r . Paulson , G i l b e r t T . Heddaeus, P i t t s b u r g h , Pa.; 
T o m and H e n r i e t t a Zehner o f P i t t s b u r g h ; N o r m a n 
Bestor o f B a y V i l l a g e , O h i o ; D o r o t h e a Harvey o f 
U r b a n a ; E d w i n G . Capon o f N e w t o n , Mass.; Ernest 
and Perry M a r t i n o f Wes ton , Mass.; J i m Zehner o f 
Y e l l o w Springs , O h i o ; H o r a n d a n d C i n d y G u t f e l d t 
o f U r b a n a ; F . R o b e r t and M a r e t a T a f e l o f C i n c i n 
n a t i ; R a n d a l l E . L a a k k o o f W i l m i n g t o n , D e l . ; R i c h 
ard H . T a f e l , J r . , o f C i n c i n n a t i , a n d R i c h a r d D . 
M a r t i n , D i r e c t o r o f Pub l i c I n f o r m a t i o n at U r b a n a 
College, w h o w i l l be w o r k i n g w i t h R o b e r t K i r v e n 
i n p u b l i c i t y . 



O P E N I N G O U R S E L V E S UP 
T O T H E L O R D 

H i g h o n a w o o d e d k n o l l o f some f o r t y acres, o u t 
side B a l t i m o r e , stands t h e K o i n o n i a F o u n d a t i o n , 
ded icated as a center a n d c o m m u n i t y f o r s p i r i t u a l 
g r o w t h a n d t r u t h . 

A f t e r W o r l d War I I , twe lve s p i r i t u a l l y m i n d e d m e n , 
i n c l u d i n g such giants as Sam Shoemaker , R u f u s 
Jones , F r a n k L a u b a c h and E . Stanley Jones , m e t 
t oge ther o n J a n u a r y 1 , 1 9 5 1 f o r a p e r i o d o f silence 
a n d m e d i t a t i o n f o r w o r l d s e t t l ement and peace. 
O u t o f t h i s m e e t i n g grew t h i s ecumenica l F o u n d a 
t i o n , K o i n o n i a , b e i n g t h e Greek w o r d f o r shared 
f e l l o w s h i p i n a c o m m o n c o m m u n i t y . T h e present 
p r o p e r t y comprises a large house , b u i l t s i x t y years 
ago, a stable w h i c h has been r e m o d e l l e d , a n d sever
a l new b u i l d i n g s . 

I n i ts ear ly years, t h e F o u n d a t i o n gave s p i r i t u a l a n d 
e d u c a t i o n a l t r a i n i n g t o those w h o were g o i n g over
seas t o he lp peop le i n t e chn i ca l service f o r t h e gov
e r n m e n t i n f i f t y d i f f e r e n t countr ies . N o w i n t h e 
70 ' s , i t is l a u n c h i n g a new p r o g r a m , " c e n t e r i n g i n 
t h e new generat i on ( f o r y o u n g a n d a l l ages) under 
t h e new y o u t h f u l leadership a n d d i r e c t i o n o f t h e 
Rev . D a v i d P o i s t . " M r . Poist has j u s t c o m p l e t e d 
f ive years as chap la in o n a college campus . T h e 
c o m m u n i t y n u m b e r s t h i r t y , o f w h o m f i f t e e n are 
s ta f f members . 

I t was t o th i s sheltered a n d b e a u t i f u l place t h a t 
t h i r t y - t w o members o f t h e M i d d l e A t l a n t i c Associa
t i o n , i n c l u d i n g t h e three m i n i s t e r s , came one g o l d 
en a f t e r n o o n i n O c t o b e r f o r a week-end re t rea t i n 
t h e i r quest f o r " O p e n i n g Themselves U p w a r d t o 
t h e L o r d . " A l l were grac ious ly received b y t h e 
s ta f f , a n d a de l i c i ous d i n n e r was served. T h e meals 
f o r the w h o l e week -end were a gas t ronomica l de
l i g h t , w i t h vegetables fresh f r o m t h e organ i ca l ly 
n u r t u r e d F o u n d a t i o n ' s garden. 

" W h a t does one do o n a R e t r e a t ? " is a q u e s t i o n 
o f t e n asked. I t is easy t o r e p o r t w h a t one d i d , 
b u t h a r d t o p u t i n t o w o r d s w h a t h a p p e n e d , as is 
t h e case i n a s p i r i t u a l experience w h i c h is d i f f e r e n t 
f o r each one . Perhaps y o u m a y gain some ins ight 
i f I t r y t o re late h o w we w e n t a b o u t i t . 

M r . Poist opened t h e session o n F r i d a y evening 
w i t h a m o v i e , " W h y M a n Creates , " a h i s t o r y o f 
m a n a n d his w o r l d p r o d u c e d b y t h e Kaiser A l u m i 
n u m C o m p a n y . Some f o u n d t h e m o v i e depressing 

and a l l chaos—others de l i c i ous , en joyab le , e n l i g h t 
en ing , clever a n d w o n d e r f u l . T h e m e e t i n g t h e n 
b r o k e u p i n t o three groups t o discuss "Personal 
J o y s a n d C o n c e r n s . " I n r e p o r t i n g back t o t h e 
w h o l e g r o u p , m a n y o f the j o y s a n d concerns were 
s imi lar , such as the chaos i n t h e w o r l d t o d a y and 
t h e lack o f c o m m u n i c a t i o n . B u t as i n t h e m o v i e , 
h i s t o r y shows m a n w i l l rise t o meet chaos. There 
is j o y i n k n o w i n g t h a t t h e L o r d is present i n his 
w o r l d i n t h e " s p l e n d o r o f t h e newness . " There is 
t h e j o y o f c r e a t i v i t y a n d t h e f u n t i m e w i t h f r i e n d s . 

Some used t h e early hours o n S a t u r d a y m o r n i n g 
f o r prayer and m e d i t a t i o n . T h e n f o l l o w e d a r e l i 
gious service. P h y l l i s Johannes , a teacher o f r e l i 
g ious danc ing , i n t e r p r e t e d t h r o u g h a b a c k g r o u n d 
o f w o r d s a n d gestures, t h e 2 3 r d Psalm and t h e 
L o r d ' s Prayer . T h e rest o f t h e m o r n i n g was spent 
i n exper i enc ing d i f f e r e n t ways i n w h i c h we c o m 
m u n i c a t e w i t h one a n o t h e r . M r . Poist f i r s t read a 
p o e m , " T h e M y s t e r y o f P e r s o n a l i t y . " We t r i e d 
c o m m u n i c a t i n g t h r o u g h mus i c , si lence, b o d y m o v e 
ments w i t h o u t t h e use o f w o r d s . We ended b y 
each one s i l e n t l y l ead ing a b l i n d - f o l d e d person 
a r o u n d t h e grounds d u r i n g w h i c h one h a d t o p u t 
his t r u s t i n his p a r t n e r . I f o n l y we h a d t h a t m u c h 
t r u s t i n t h e L o r d , someone r e m a r k e d ! 

A f t e r l u n c h t h e a n n u a l business m e e t i n g o f t h e A s 
soc ia t i on was h e l d , at w h i c h t h e f o l l o w i n g o f f i cers 
were e lected : Pres ident , t h e Rev. R i c h a r d H . T a f e l ; 
Vice -Pres ident , M r . Gustave E b e l ; Secretary , M r s . 
D o r i s T a f e l ; Treasurer , M r . A r t h u r K a l m b a c h e r . 

A t f o u r o ' c l o ck we again m e t under t h e able leader
ship o f M r . Po is t , w h o was n o w D a v i d t o a l l o f us. 
He suggested t h a t we p l a n a service f o r the f o l l o w 
i n g d a y . We h a d b y t h i s t i m e become a f e l l o w s h i p 
w o r k i n g o n t h e h o r i z o n t a l level . N o w w e s tar ted 
t o w o r k o n t h e v e r t i c a l , " l o o k i n g u p w a r d s t o t h e 
L o r d . " We dec ided t o have a C o m m u n i o n Service. 
A f t e r l i s t i n g t h e th ings w e w a n t e d i n the service, 
w h i c h f e l l i n t o six categories, each one v o l u n t e e r e d 
t o w o r k o n one o f these. T h e D e c o r a t i o n a n d Place 
G r o u p , w h i c h q u i c k l y dec ided t o h o l d t h e service 
i n t h e r o o m w h e r e we had been m e e t i n g , began t o 
gather decorat ions a n d t o make banners o f f e l t a n d 
b u r l a p . T h e H o l y Supper C o m m i t t e e m e t t o dis
cuss a n d gather t h e bread a n d w i n e ( t h e bread was 
especially b a k e d f o r t h i s occasion) . T h e Gestures 
C o m m i t t e e , i n s imple b lue gowns , w o r k e d o u t t h e i r 
gestures. W h i l e the Mus i c C o m m i t t e e was p i c k i n g 
o u t sui table h y m n s , B r i a n K ings lake was compos 
i n g music f o r a p o e m he had w r i t t e n . T h e R e a d i n g 



C o m m i t t e e p i c k e d o u t t h e B i b l i c a l a n d S w e d e n b o r g 
readings. T h e Prayer C o m m i t t e e l abored far i n t o 
t h e evening , w o r k i n g i n t o t h e prayers a l l t h e j o y s 
a n d concerns t h a t h a d been l i s t e d . 

A t n i n e o ' c l o c k we a l l m e t i n t h e " C o f f e e H o u s e , " 
w h i c h was a r o o m i n t h e f o r m e r stable . B a t h e d b y 
cand le l i ght , we l i s tened t o t w o y o u n g m e n sing a n d 
p l a y the g u i t a r . T h e s ta f f had prepared de l i c i ous 
re f reshments a n d j o i n e d us. I t was a d e l i g h t f u l , 
en joyab le a n d r e l a x i n g evening. 

Sunday m o r n i n g w e came together a f ter break fas t , 
each g r o u p w i t h i ts h o m e w o r k w e l l d o n e . T o o u r 
j o y a n d amazement a l l t h e parts o f the service f i t t e d 
t oge ther so t h a t b y t w e l v e o ' c l o c k we were ready 
f o r t h e ce l ebra t i on o f C o m m u n i o n . Banners re 
c a p t u r e d o u r j o y s and concerns, a n d b e a u t i f u l leaves 
a n d f r u i t s f r o m t h e garden decorated t h e r o o m . 
Chairs were arranged i n a c i rc le , w i t h a card table 
f l a t o n the f l o o r i n t h e center , h o l d i n g t h e bread 
a n d w i n e . T h e staf f and members o f the C o m m u n 
i t y j o i n e d us. T h e service opened w i t h Jane A b b o t t 
s ink ing t h e song f o r w h i c h B r i a n K ings lake h a d 
composed b o t h w o r d s a n d mus i c . T h e n f o l l o w e d 
t h e I n v o c a t i o n : 

0 Lord our God, whose Creative Spirit did at the 
beginning move upon the primeval chaos, bringing 
light out of darkness, creating the world and all 
that is therein out of the formless and the void: 
we gather here in your presence and come to your 
table in the joy of thanksgiving, praising you for 
life—life with its challenge, its joys, life with the 
mysterious splendor of its newness. Amen. 

T h e n a l l sang t h e h y m n , " S p i r i t o f G o d descend 
u p o n m y h e a r t , " f o l l o w e d b y these Prayers o f C o n 
fession, read b y t h e d i f f e r e n t ones w h o he lped c o m 
pose t h e m . 

0 Lord, as we come to you for the renewing of the 
life more abundant which you would give us, we 
bring not only our joys and our hopes, but would 
lay at your feet at the same time the burden of the 
doubts and fears of what we would do with that 
life. 

We rejoice, 0 Lord, in the joy of being ourselves 
and in sharing ourselves with others. 

Yet we confess, 0 Lord, to insensitiveness to others, 
to a lack of softness and understanding, to a failure 
to respond to others as they seek to communicate 
and reach out to us. Rather than enfolding others 

in the embrace of our love, we too often exclude 
and hold them off. 

We thrill, 0 Lord, to the new freedom to be our
selves: to discover and to express the uniqueness 
of the person you have created us to be! 

But too often we inhibit our true feelings and hide 
our thoughts and ideas because of the pressure to 
conform, because of the fear of standing out from 
the crowd, or because of preoccupation with power 
and success. 

We yearn, 0 Lord, to share ourselves more fully 
with others. We find joy in our fun time with 
friends, and find fulfilment in the special empathy 
we experience with those close to us. 

But holding ourselves aloof from others outside 
that circle of friends and acquaintances, we mirror 
to ourselves the communication breakdown, and 
we add to the gap between people, institutions and 
to society as a whole. 

And even within that tight circle of friends, we do 
not share ourselves freely and fully, even in our 
marriage with our partner, not even in relationship 
and fellowship with you, our Lord, our God, our 
Divine Friend, so that even our worship of you 
sometimes becomes a church spectator sport. 

0 Lord, renew us with your love and create a new 
spirit within us. As we pray that you may live 
more fully in us, may we also pray to give our
selves out to others more freely and more unre
servedly in love, in service and in fellowship. 

Amen. 

Psalm 39 was t h e n read a n d t o the a c c o m p a n i m e n t 
o f t w o gu i tars , t h e h a u n t i n g l y l ove ly " K i m b a y a " 
was sung. 

T h e n came the prayers o f Intercess ion , again read 
b y those w h o he lped compose t h e m . 

0 Lord Jesus, we bring to your feet all our prob
lems, all the problems of our community, the na
tion and the world. Sweet Savior, we try to do 
things but don't always know what to do. Lord, 
both open our hearts and guide our minds and 
hands to do your work. Lord, send your help 
directly to the people bearing the burden of prob
lems, some to lighten and help solve the problems 
and some to have the strength simply and patiently 
to bear the burdens, no matter how unfair, bitter 
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or frustrating the situation may seem to us. Speci
fically, 0 Lord Jesus, we lift and hold up before 
you these problems: 

For your church, Lord! We are poor little sheep 
whose desires for love and truth are often weak 
and whose ears are often waxed shut so that we do 
not hear or heed the messages from you or our 
neighbors. Startle us, Lord, shake us awake, set us 
afire. Lord, even if you cannot get through our de
fenses, at least help us have a little wish to be 
awake and on fire so that we may have a church 
which is on the upward way, opening up and doing 
your work. 

For your children, Lord! They are lovely beings 
just starting toward angelhood, but, Lord, so many 
impediments stand in their way: 

Poverty, the separation of black and white, the 
grinding environment of the slum ghetto; physical 
problems, such as brain damage and crippling dis-
deases. They are beset by temptations and hazards 
which are particularly severe for the inexperienced, 
such as drugs. * 

Lord, bless and help our children. Make us soft 
and warm to their problems, and bless and help all 
who work in any way for the children. 

For peace in the world, Lord! We would not cry, 
"Peace, peace" when there is no peace. But we 
would ask that unselfishness and your Spirit of 
Peace be pressed on our hearts and on the hearts of 
all mankind. Peace we particularly pray for, in the 
Middle East and Southeast Asia. Lord, make us 
want peace. 

Amen. 

A f t e r a p e r i o d o f silence, Psalm 105 was read , f o l 
l o w e d b y a prayer o f T h a n k s g i v i n g . 

0 Lord, gentle Shepherd of our souls, we thank 
you for the opportunity to follow in your footsteps 
and live a life according to the truths from your 
Holy Word and patterned after that perfect life of 
love you lived here on earth. 

0 Lord, our Heavenly Father, we acknowledge with 
heartfelt thanksgiving your presence in the world, 
speaking to your children through the beauty of 
nature, through the marvels of science, and through 
the lives of people whose hearts reflect your love. 
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We see your Spirit working in wondrous ways to 
bring closer the day when your Kingdom shall come 
and your will shall be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. 0 Lord, God of all creation, we thank you 
for the hope and the promise of your unerring 
Providence operating in great and marvelous ways 
for our eternal salvation. Out of the chaos all a-
round us we see your guiding hand working to ful
fil your promise to make all things new. 
0 Lord, we thank you for the opportunity to be 
co-creators with you in the building of a better, 
newer world. 

Amen. 

A l l j o i n e d i n s inging " B e Present at o u r T a b l e , 
L o r d , " a f ter w h i c h was read the Church ' s t each ing 
o n C o m m u n i o n f r o m t h e B o o k o f W o r s h i p . 

We a l l s t ood t o s ing, " L e t Us Break Bread T o 
g e t h e r , " w h i l e f ive members i n s imple b lue gowns 
a n d r e v e r e n t l y , b e a u t i f u l l y ac companied the w o r d s 
w i t h s i lent gestures. We t h e n k n e l t and passed the 
b read , and t h e n the w i n e , f o l l o w e d b y the benedic 
t o r y p r a y e r : 

May the peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with us. 
May it fill our hearts with love for each other. 
May it fill our minds with concern for one another. 
May it fill our entire bodies with service for each 
other. 

May we carry this peace with us out into his world, 
a blessing and to bless, in his name. 

Amen. 

We t h e n t o o k the pledge o f f i d e l i t y t o G o d a n d t o 
o u r ne ighbor b y f o l d i n g o u r hands a n d , s tand ing , 
rais ing t h e person n e x t t o us t o his feet . T h e service 
closed w i t h t h e s inging o f the f i v e - f o l d A m e n . 

A s we came together a f ter d i n n e r t o evaluate our 
p r o g r a m f o r the week -end , we f e l t conscious o f t h e 
t r e m e n d o u s s p i r i t t h a t prevai led d u r i n g the C o m 
m u n i o n Service w h i c h had b r o u g h t together a l l t h a t 
we h a d done i n a b e a u t i f u l and w o r s h i p f u l w a y . 
The above is w h a t we d i d . Perhaps i n t h e prayers 
y o u m a y catch s o m e t h i n g o f the fee l ing and ex
perience o f those present , and can see w h y we are 
l o o k i n g f o r w a r d t o a n o t h e r re t rea t i n the S p r i n g . 

Corinne B. Tafel 



T H E NEW C H U R C H P A C I F I S T 
F E L L O W S H I P 

b y 
Gustave J . Bischof 

Before A m e r i c a ' s e n t r y i n t o W o r l d War I I there 
o c curred m u c h heart searching a m o n g Christ ians 
o n the m o r a l j u s t i f i c a t i o n o f w a r , i n c l u d i n g p a c i f i s m 
a n d consc ient ious o b j e c t i o n t o w a r . Swedenbor -
gians were no e x c e p t i o n as t h e t h e n c u r r e n t issues 
o f The Messenger a t tes t . 

A g r o u p o f N e w - C h u r c h m e n were members o f the 
re l ig ious ly based F e l l o w s h i p o f R e c o n c i l i a t i o n 
( F O R ) f o u n d e d i n 1 9 1 5 . T h e F O R is considered 
the largest re l i g i ous ly based pac i f i s t o r g a n i z a t i o n i n 
the U n i t e d States. These Swedenborg ians , o n J u n e 
2 4 t h 1 9 4 0 , organized the N e w - C h u r c h Paci f ist F e l 
l o w s h i p ( N C P F ) , elected o f f i cers and a d o p t e d a 
S t a t e m e n t o f P o s i t i o n . T h e S t a t e m e n t was prepared 
b y t h e Rev. E a r l C. H a m i l t o n w h o also became ed i 
t o r o f i ts News L e t t e r . A s w i t h o t h e r re l i g i ous ly 
m o t i v a t e d groups the N C P F later a f f i l i a t e d w i t h the 
F e l l o w s h i p o f R e c o n c i l i a t i o n and remains so. One 
o f i ts f i r s t ac t iv i t ies was t o urge t h e 1 9 4 0 Conven 
t i o n m e e t i n g t o a d o p t a r e s o l u t i o n recogn iz ing the 
N e w - C h u r c h consc ient ious ob j e c t o r a n d o f f i c i a l l y 
request ing t h e G o v e r n m e n t t o e x t e n d t o these t h e 
"same cons idera t i on as is accorded the Soc ie ty o f 
Fr i ends and o t h e r s . " T h i s was passed w i t h t h e i n 
f l u e n t i a l s u p p o r t o f Ezra H y d e A l d e n . I n contrast 
t o W o r l d War I , the Selective Service A c t d i d p r o 
vide f o r a l ternate c iv i l i an service. T h e A c t i m p o s e d 
ra ther s t r i c t e l i g i b i l i t y prov is ions w h i c h have sub
sequent ly been l ibera l i zed b y j u d i c i a l i n t e r p r e t a 
t i o n . 

W h i l e t h e N C P F has no o f f i c i a l c o n n e c t i o n w i t h 
C o n v e n t i o n , considerable interest was s h o w n , some 
N e w - C h u r c h m e n c o n t r i b u t i n g t o t h e N e w s L e t t e r , 
o thers , w i t h o u t read ing o u r P o s i t i o n , ques t i oned 
our purpose a n d a few were o p e n l y hos t i l e . Perhaps 
i t w o u l d be w e l l t o c l a r i f y w h a t t h e N C P F does and 
does n o t stand for and no b e t t e r w a y is t o q u o t e 
f r o m its S t a t e m e n t o f P o s i t i o n . ( T h e c o m p l e t e 
S t a t e m e n t is o b t a i n a b l e o n request f r o m the a d 
dress b e l o w ) " W e dedicate ourselves t o a w a y o f 
l i f e w h i c h f inds no place f o r w a r a n d w h i c h refuses 
t o take u p arms w h e n w a r c o m e s . " T h u s i t opposes 
a l l wars , y e t i t goes far b e y o n d a s imple a n t i - w a r 
a t t i t u d e . . . . " I t involves a d a i l y s p i r i t u a l d i s c ip l ine 
w h i c h a ims at r e m o v i n g the causes o f w a r i n o u r 
hearts a n d d i spos i t i ons , a n d search f o r grace t o d o 
t h e j u s t a n d decent t h i n g i n every s i t u a t i o n w h i c h 

meets u s . " Pac i f i sm and consc ient ious o b j e c t i o n t o 
war are ne i ther negative nor passive. " A s a pos i t ive 
f o r ce , t r u e pac i f i sm inspires us t o witness and w o r k 
against every f o r m o f selfish e x p l o i t a t i o n suf fered 
b y i n d i v i d u a l s and groups i n o u r present c iv i l i za 
t i o n . " a n d " A s C h r i s t i a n paci f ists we feel m o v e d t o 
exp lore t h e poss ib i l i t ies o f n o n - v i o l e n t resistance t o 
e v i l . " T h e N C P F has h a d no reason t o change th i s 
p o s i t i o n . 

F o r m a n y o f t h e i n t e r v e n i n g t h i r t y years t h e N C P F 
has lost i ts o lder members . There is however a re 
c u r r e n t in teres t a m o n g o u r present generat ion o f 
y o u n g Swedenborg ians , sharpened b y the awareness 
o f t h e d i s p a r i t y b e t w e e n professed n a t i o n a l ideals 
and p e r f o r m a n c e . The e x p l o i t a t i o n o f m i n o r i t i e s , 
t h e tragic war i n I n d o - C h i n a a n d the t e c h n o l o g y o f 
m o d e r n armies d i r e c t ed against soldier and c i v i l i a n 
a l ike have led m a n y m o r e n o w t o q u e s t i o n the w a r 
system t h a n i n t h e days o f W o r l d War I I . Some 
y o u n g m e n are selective consc ient ious ob jec tors 
( w h i c h t h e N C P F is n o t ) a n d others have come t o 
a d o p t t h e f u l l c o n v i c t i o n o f o b j e c t i o n f o r c o n 
science t o a l l w a r . 

Pac i f i sm is a l o f t y idea l , o n l y i m p e r f e c t l y real ized 
b y t h e best. B u t i t is w e l l t o h o l d the ideal be fore 
us and sacrifice i n i ts behal f . H o w else is s p i r i t u a l 
progress possible? 

F o r Copies o f 
N C P F S t a t e m e n t o f Pos i t i on 
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S W E D E N B O R G I A N H O N O R E D 
Miss Frances V o d o l a , a m e m b e r o f the C o n n e c t i c u t 
A s s o c i a t i o n , i n S t r a t f o r d , C o n n . , r e c e n t l y received 
a Cer t i f i ca te o f M e r i t f r o m t h e S t r a t f o r d Chamber 
o f C o m m e r c e f o r her v o l u n t a r y c o n t r i b u t i o n t o 
w a r d t h e r e n o v a t i o n and b e a u t i f i c a t i o n o f t h e 
S t r a t f o r d R a i l r o a d S t a t i o n . F o r th i s k i n d o f e f f o r t , 
c a r r y i n g t h e now- fash ionab le concern f o r t h e en
v i r o n m e n t , d o w n t o the spec i f i c i ty a n d h a r d w o r k 
o f w h a t S w e d e n b o r g calls " u l t i m a t e s , " The Messen
ger j o i n s the S t r a t f o r d C. C. and her e m p l o y e r s , 
B r y a n t E l e c t r i c , i n a w o r d o f t h a n k s and apprec ia
t i o n t o Miss V o d o l a . 



Beginning of a Dialogue 

T O W A R D A R E N E W E D C H U R C H 

Matt. 6:19-21 John 13:34, 35 
Matt. 9:16,17Rev.21:1-7 

O u r c h u r c h , k n o w n as the N e w C h u r c h , p roc la ims 
the newness o f i t s r a t i o n a l doc t r ines as opposed t o 
the o f t e n c o n t r a d i c t o r y , con fus ing bel iefs o f w h a t 
we t e r m the O l d C h u r c h . O u r name derives f r o m 
t h e apoca ly t i c v i s i on o f the C i t y o f G o d w h i c h is 
the N e w Jerusalem. O u r charter is a new heaven, a 
new ear th and the h o l y c i t y N e w Jerusalem c o m i n g 
d o w n f r o m G o d o u t o f heaven. 

T h i s is a large c l a i m f o r any c h u r c h t o m a k e . W h a t 
ent i t l es us t o th i s s tupendous assertion? W h a t have 
we done t o deserve, preserve, enhance the pearl o f 
great price? T r u e , we have p u b l i s h e d a n d d i s t r i b u 
t e d t h e w r i t i n g s o f Swedenborg , b u t have we rea l ly 
accepted or he lped inaugurate t h e N e w Age , o r 
da ined b y t h e Second C o m i n g a n d made so ev ident 
b y t h e vast ly changing w o r l d o f the past 2 0 0 years 
—changes w h i c h requ i re n o t mere ly a d j u s t m e n t s , 
b u t r e v o l u t i o n s i n t h i n k i n g a n d d o i n g , changes i n 
customs, values, p r i o r i t i e s , a n d l oya l t i es . 

I t is universa l ly accepted t h a t t r u t h endures w i t h 
o u t change. T h a t applies t o t h e t r u t h a n d n o t t o 
any man 's vers ion o f t r u t h at a p a r t i c u l a r m o m e n t 
i n t i m e and space. A s o u r t oo l s f o r a c q u i r i n g 
k n o w l e d g e become more r e f i n e d , o l d hypothes i s 
are s h o w n t o be e i ther false o r at best a p p r o x i m a 
t i o n s o f t r u t h . T h e scientist k n o w s t h a t his discov
eries and f o r m u l a t i o n s are mere steps i n paths lead
i n g t o new t r u t h s w h i c h i n t u r n w i l l y i e l d t o s t i l l 
newer ones. 

A l l o u r t h i n k i n g and f o r m u l a t i n g l i k e w i s e , w h e t h e r 
o f social values, m e t h o d s o f governance , n a t i o n a l 
p r i o r i t i e s , o r even re l ig ious a t t i t u d e s m u s t , t o be 
v iab le , undergo constant d e s t r u c t i o n (or v a s t a t i o n ) , 
r e b i r t h , m u t a t i o n , a n d e v o l u t i o n . W h y shou ld a 
c h u r c h enshrine the a t t i t u d e s a p p r o p r i a t e a c e n t u r y 
ago o r even o f a generat ion past w i t h t h e expecta
t i o n o f t h e i r p r o p r i e t y t oday? T o be f u l l y n e w , t o 
lay c l a i m t o newness demands c o n t i n u a l r e b i r t h . 
T o meet t h e challenge o f t h e t imes requires c o n t i n 
u i n g r e n e w a l , strange as t h a t t e r m m a y sound t o a 
N e w - G h u r c h m a n ! 

I t h i n k we N e w - C h u r c h m e n are faced w i t h a p a r t i 
c u l a r l y severe t e m p t a t i o n t o de lude ourselves w i t h 

t h e be l i e f t h a t since we k n o w a super ior revela
t i o n — a new dispensat ion—we can sit back c o m f o r t 
a b l y , secure i n the fee l ing t h a t t h e last w o r d s have 
been s p o k e n , t h a t c o n t e m p o r a r y t h o u g h t is b u t a 
passing phase f u l l o f sound and f u r y . Need we n o t 
examine a n d re -examine w h a t w e h o l d t o be true? 
Have our q u e s t i o n i n g voices been silenced? 

M a n y o f o u r youngest and keenest m i n d s have 
d r i f t e d a w a y . O u r n u m b e r s d i m i n i s h w h i l e o u r 
average age increases. T o o o f t e n c r e a t i v i t y is s t i f l e d 
i n t h e name o f a decept ive h a r m o n y . We seem u n 
aware o f the d i c ta te t h a t r enewal comes n o t f r o m 
h a r m o n y , b u t f lour ishes w i t h t h e clash o f ideas and 
c o n f r o n t a t i o n s , t e m p e r e d b y m u t u a l t r u s t , respect , 
a n d u n d e r s t a n d i n g . W h e n a c h u r c h is spared t h e 
t r a v a i l o f r e b i r t h i t is at the very cost o f surv iva l . 

Churches t h r o u g h o u t C h r i s t e n d o m , w h e t h e r i t be 
the s ta id , t r a d i t i o n - l a d e n C h u r c h o f R o m e , or m e m 
bers o f t h e N a t i o n a l C o u n c i l o f Churches are t o d a y 
fac ing an agon iz ing p e r i o d o f soul searching. A l l 
suf fer a dec l ine i n m e m b e r s h i p re lat ive t o p o p u l a 
t i o n g r o w t h . T h e i m p a c t is m o s t severe a m o n g t h e 
inner c i t y churches . W i t h f ew except i ons , vast 
edifices b u i l t t o house h u n d r e d s a t t r a c t p i t i f u l l y 
f e w . F i n a n c i a l s u p p o r t o n loca l and n a t i o n a l levels 
decl ines. P o p u l a t i o n shi fts a c count f o r m u c h o f t h e 
malaise i n the c it ies , b u t n o t f o r t h a t i n g r o w t h 
areas. T h e cause seems far m o r e f u n d a m e n t a l . T h e 
C h u r c h , and I speak o f no p a r t i c u l a r d e n o m i n a t i o n , 
has lost i ts p o s i t i o n o f a u t h o r i t y a n d m o r a l leader
sh ip . T h e y o u n g , the idea l i s t i c , t h e v igorous , the 
a r t i c u l a t e , the m o l d e r s o f o u r f u t u r e no longer even 
challenge i t . T h e y regard i t as i r re levant and i m p o 
t e n t i f n o t h y p o c r i t i c a l . T h e y s i m p l y ignore i t , 
assured t h a t i t w i l l w i t h e r away a long w i t h o t h e r 
anachronisms . One m e n t i o n s the C h u r c h ; t h e y re
p l y , " W h o cares?" 

T h e p e r i o d o f o u r Church ' s greatest g r o w t h o c c u r e d 
i n t h e U n i t e d States i n the la t t e r h a l f o f t h e n ine 
t e e n t h c e n t u r y . I t was a t i m e o f great i n v e n t i o n , 
i n d u s t r i a l expans ion , massive i m m i g r a t i o n , the o-
p e n i n g o f t h e west ; a t i m e o f c ivic c o r r u p t i o n , o f 
great w e a l t h , o s t e n t a t i o u s l y d i sp layed f o r t h e f e w 
and t h e b i t t e r degredat i on o f p o v e r t y f o r t h e m a n y . 
I t was a t i m e o f as ton ish ing advances i n t h e arts 
a n d science, y e t o f disease a n d h i g h i n f a n t m o r t a 
l i t y . Scientists exp la ined t h e universe i n m e c h a n 
ist i c t e r m s , c o n f i d e n t i n t h e i r mater ia l i s t i c concept 
a n d derisive o f a l l t h a t c o u l d n o t be measured. 
M a n y bel ieved i n inev i tab l e , a u t o m a t i c progress t o 
w a r d t h e good a n d b e a u t i f u l and o thers l i ved i n 



dread o f predest ined h e l l f i r e . 

I n these pews sat people o f in f luence , o f conse
quence , o f c u l t u r e a n d o f w e a l t h . T h e l a t t e r p a i d 
t h e p iper and called the t u n e . T h e N e w C h u r c h 
was in f e c ted b y the general o p t i m i s m . We h a d 
mere ly t o p u b l i s h and d i s t r i b u t e and general accep
tance m u s t f o l l o w . Co l la tera l l i t e r a t u r e f l o u r i s h e d 
w i t h n u m e r o u s t rac ts a n d per iod ica ls . N e w C h u r c h 
m e n were also k n o w n f o r t h e i r d e v o t i o n t o r e f o r m 
and social m o v e m e n t s . 

H o w a l l t h i s has changed. O l d m e t h o d s f a i l t o 
s tem t h e t i d e o f eros ion . N o w h e r e else has t h e 
f a i l u r e been m o r e mani fes t t h a n i n the w i d e n i n g 
gap b e t w e e n y o u n g and o l d . T h e y o u n g are i m 
p a t i e n t idealists ( those w h o s t i l l care) . M o r e t h a n 
a n y t h i n g t h e y are appal led b y the abyss separat ing 
o u r bel iefs and pract ices . T h e y have l i t t l e pat ience 
w i t h abstract t h e o l o g y , and t r a d i t i o n a l f o r m s . A l l 
th i s leaves t h e m co ld and t h e y w a n t o u t i f t h a t is 
w h a t t h e c h u r c h is. 

F o r t y years ago the emphasis i n college chr i s t ian 
associations was o n B i b l e s t u d y , i n s p i r a t i o n a l t a l k s , 
socials, a n d o n reg iona l and n a t i o n a l conferences. 
T w e n t y years ago s t u d y commiss ions o n areas o f 

C h r i s t i a n r e s p o n s i b i l i t y p r e d o m i n a t e d . N o w t h e y 
go i n t o t h e g h e t t o , t u t b r i n g youngsters , steering 
t h e m t o w a r d college, l eading o thers i n crafts and 
games. T h i s is action, g iv ing o f onese l f—becoming 
i n v o l v e d . 

Is t h a t n o t l ikewise t h e m o o d o f our y o u n g people? 
L i s t e n t o t w o o f o u r Leaguers: 

" R i t u a l j u s t doesn ' t s t r i k e me as be ing an ef fect ive 
w a y t o give t h a n k s . I can n o t imagine t h a t o u r G o d 
o f love w o u l d prefer us t o spend a l o t o f t i m e and 
m o n e y erect ing sanctuaries and f o l l o w i n g prescr ibed 
orders o f w o r s h i p t o o u r using t h e t i m e a n d m o n e y 
t o l ive a n d love a n d share . " * 

and again ( speaking o f an u n o r t h o d o x c o m m u n i o n 
service) : 

" I h a d a d i f f i c u l t t i m e t r y i n g t o h o l d back t h e tears 
o f love a n d j o y t h a t I exper ienced at t h i s service. 
I can say w i t h a l l s in ce r i ty t h a t I go t s o m e t h i n g 
o u t o f c o m m u n i o n t h a t I never have be fore . I t was 
real a n d meant s o m e t h i n g i m p o r t a n t . " * * 

T o del ineate w h a t has happened is c o m p a r a t i v e l y 
easy. W h a t s h o u l d and can be done t o rev i ta l i ze 
and renew t h e C h u r c h is vast ly m o r e d i f f i c u l t a n d 

m u s t needs be l i m i t e d t o t h e t en t a t i ve and suggest
ive o f t e n i n t h e f o r m o f q u e s t i o n i n g . I n a l l th i s I 
speak i n a s p i r i t o f p r o f o u n d h u m i l i t y . 

F o r e m o s t i n any r e n e w a l is the q u e s t i o n : have w e 
the will t o change, t o d iscard some o f t h e past? 
Have we t h e recept ive m i n d and t h e v i t a l i t y t o test, 
re ject and e x p e r i m e n t i n new a n d u n t r i e d areas? 
D o w e rea l ly want t o change? D a i l y we p r a y , 
" T h y k i n g d o m come o n ear th as i t is i n H e a v e n . " 
A r e these mere i n c a n t a t i o n s o r are t h e y p a r t o f o u r 
l i fe expressed i n j u s t i c e , compassion and l o v i n g 
service one t o ano ther i n o u r t r o u b l e d w o r l d ? N e w 
C h u r c h m e n o f t e n repeat , a l l t o o g l i b l y , I fear, " A l l 
r e l i g i o n has r e l a t i o n t o l i f e a n d t h e l i f e o f r e l i g i o n 
is t o do g o o d . " Has t h i s become a h a c k n e y e d 
c a t c h w o r d r a t h e r t h a n a start i n t h i n k i n g t h r o u g h 
al l t h a t i t m i g h t i m p l y ? 

R e n e w a l begins w i t h an awareness o f t h e inade
quacy o f past endeavors, even t h o u g h these f o r m s 
o f c h u r c h m a n s h i p have become o u r e m o t i o n a l t ies 
t o t h e C h u r c h . M a y we n o t become m o r e h o s p i t 
able t o change and b e t t e r listeners? Living faith, 
l i k e regenerat ion a n d u n l i k e w e a l t h , can n o t be 
i n h e r i t e d . Each l i f e and each generat ion m u s t 
struggle t o meet i ts o w n pecul iar t e m p t a t i o n s f o r g 
ing a f a i t h re levant t o t h e c o n t e m p o r a r y h u m a n 
c o n d i t i o n , so t h a t r e l i g i o n truly has r e l a t i o n t o l i f e . 

W o r s h i p o f o u r L o r d a n d Saviour consists n o t mere
l y i n c h u r c h services, b u t i n every aspect a n d act 
o f ch r i s t i an l i f e . A f o r m o f c h u r c h service t o u c h 
i n g o u r hearts i n t h e past is n o t necessarily e f fect ive 
w i t h a new generat i on . R a t h e r t h a n t a k i n g of fense 
at new expressions o f w o r s h i p , s h o u l d we n o t re 
j o i c e i n t h e v i t a l i t y generat ing such renewal? L e t us 
we l come and encourage new ways o f d r a w i n g closer 
t o t h e L o r d i n love and peace one w i t h a n o t h e r . 

I w o u l d suggest t h a t o u r rel iance has been t o o 
heavi ly placed o n dogma a n d t o o l i t t l e o n love . 
D o c t r i n e is the necessary ske le ton o n w h i c h hangs 
the f lesh o f r e l i g i o n — b u t w h o w a r m s t o a skeleton? 
People b y a n d large are n o t a t t r a c t e d , i n i t i a l l y at 
least b y d o c t r i n e as such, b u t b y t h e quality o f o u r 
l i f e . We m a y learn s o m e t h i n g f r o m t h e l ove ly ad 
vice A b e L i n c o l n gave his law p a r t n e r , " D o n ' t shoot 
t o o h i g h — a i m l o w e r and t h e c o m m o n people w i l l 
unders tand y o u . T h e y are t h e ones y o u w a n t t o 

reach. T h e educated a n d r e f i n e d people w i l l u n d e r 
stand y o u a n y w a y . I f y o u a i m t o o h i g h y o u r ideas 
w i l l go over t h e heads o f t h e masses and o n l y h i t 
those w h o need no h i t t i n g . " 



T O W A R D A R E N E W E D C H U R C H ( c o n t ' d . ) 

L e t us p u t less t r u s t i n t h e e f f i cacy o f i m p o s i n g 
s t r u c t u r e , elegant furn i sh ings , c u l t i v a t e d exchange, 
po l i shed sermons, a n d b e a u t i f u l mus ic . T h e L o r d ' s 
e a r t h l y m i n i s t r y was a m o n g the p o o r , the s imple , 
the u n c u l t u r e d . A s He t r o d t h e d u s t y roads o f G a l -
l i lee , Jesus shared the s imple j o y s , anx ie t i es , a n d 
sorrows o f t h e people . 

W h i l e no c h u r c h s h o u l d engage i n po l i t i c s , i t can n o t 
isolate i tse l f f r o m p o l i t i c a l decisions f o r t h e y t o u c h 
every aspect o f o u r lives. A t least a lmost every 
p u b l i c issue v e x i n g o u r l o c a l i t y or n a t i o n involves a 
moral j u d g m e n t . I t s h o u l d n o t a n d can n o t be i g 
n o r e d b y a c h u r c h c l a i m i n g re levancy t o l i f e . T h a t 
is n o t t o say t h a t t h e c h u r c h can propose an easy 
or even a wise answer. Y e t i t is the d u t y o f o u r 
s p i r i t u a l leaders t o arouse awareness o f t h e m o r a l 
i m p l i c a t i o n s , a n d e x h o r t t h e members t o act o n 
m o r a l p r i n c i p l e , sacr i f i c ing sel f - interest f o r t h e 
greater c o m m o n g o o d . Have w e sidestepped t h i s 
d u t y b y v i r t u e o f t i m i d i t y o r worse b y an i n d o l e n t 
avoidance o f s t u d y i n g t h e issues? 

F i n a l l y , w e re ly t o o heavi ly o n o u r o r d a i n e d m i n i s 
ters a n d give o f ourselves t o o l i t t l e . One can n o t 
reasonably expect t o f i n d t h e ingred ients o f sa int , 
counse l lor , e l o q u e n t teacher, a n d business manager 
a l l i n one lovable e x t r o v e r t ! A f a i r l y new concept 
i n m e d i c i n e is g r o u p prac t i ce , consist ing o f teams o f 
specialists i n f ie lds such as i n t e r n a l m e d i c i n e , psy
c h i a t r y and social m e d i c i n e . W o u l d th i s n o t a p p l y 
t o t h e chr i s t i an m i n i s t r y ? T h i s w o u l d be far b e y o n d 
most congregat ional resources, b u t n o t b e y o n d loca l 
i n t e r d e n o m i n a t i o n a l c o o p e r a t i o n . T h u s , we c o u l d 
reach and m i n i s t e r t o t h e needs o f m a n y m o r e . T h e 
ta lents o f the l a i t y c ou ld also be p r o d u c t i v e l y e m 
p l o y e d . F u r t h e r m o r e , o u r ideal ist ic a n d a c t i v i t y -
o r i e n t e d y o u n g people m i g h t f i n d a r e w a r d i n g o u t 
let i n t h e i r own c h u r c h . 

O u r doc t r ines p r o c l a i m t h e oneness o f G o d . Swe
d e n b o r g emphasises the oneness and wholeness o f 
l ove , w i s d o m , and p o w e r o r use. Have we t o o l o n g 
neglected love and use t o the d e t r i m e n t o f w i s d o m ? 

R e n e w a l requires b u t t w o t h i n g s — D i v i n e I n f l u x 
a n d h u m a n r e c e p t i v i t y . We are assured o f t h e f o r 
m e r ; are we ready , yes a n x i o u s , t o receive? Have 
we t h e w i l l t o excise o u r personal , o f t e n p e t t y , 
loves a n d hates t o m a k e r o o m f o r H i m w h o is ever 
s tand ing at the door? G. Bischof 

T h e dialogue w i l l continue in an early issue w i t h a response 
to M r . B i s c h o f by the R e v . C l a y t o n Priestnal . 

*Cathy Thomas, T h e Messenger, Feb. 1970 
**Ernie Ekberg, T h e Messenger, Nov. 1969 , 

S W E D E N B O R G I A N S T U D E N T S 
A T U R B A N A C O L L E G E 

Several members of the Swedenborgian C h u r c h are en
rolled at U r b a n a College this year . S h o w n seated ( from 
left) are B e c k y Haverkos of U r b a n a , L y n n Ashbridge of 
Phi ladelphia , P a . ; the T u r l e y sisters, S u z i e and C y n t h i a of 
C l a r e m o n t , C a l . , and Bel levue , Wash, (depending u p o n 
w h i c h sister y o u a s k ) , and B e t s y Bishop of Bel levue , Wash. 
Standing are S w e i y i F i d d o of Nigeria and D r . H o r a n d G u t -
feldt , a member of the U C faculty . N o t shown are two 
other students, Peter B a l l o f C o l u m b u s , O h i o , and R o s s 
Woofenden of S t . L o u i s , Missouri . 

W O O F E N D E N R E C E I V E S PH. D. 

T h e Rev . W i l l i a m R . Woo fenden o f St . L o u i s be
came Doctor W o o f e n d e n o n O c t o b e r 3 1 , 1 9 7 0 , 
w h e n the degree o f D o c t o r o f P h i l o s o p h y w i t h a 
m a j o r i n P h i l o s o p h y was con fer red b y St . L o u i s 
U n i v e r s i t y . A b r i e f s u m m a r y o f his thesis, Sweden-
borg's Philosophy of Causality w i l l appear i n an 
ear ly issue o f The Messenger. 

D r . W m . R . Woofenden whose smile is not coincidental to 
S . L . U . D e a n Eige l ' s " S i n c e r e congratulations o n y o u r ac 
compl ishment and the fine w o r k y o u have d o n e . " 



Westward H o ! 

P R E S I D E N T ' S C O R N E R 

Urbana 

Perry a n d I f l ew t o U r b a n a o n F r i d a y , O c t o b e r 3 0 , 
t o a t t e n d meet ings o f t h e B o a r d o f E d u c a t i o n a n d 
t h e 1 9 7 1 C o n v e n t i o n P lann ing C o m m i t t e e . We 
were t h e over -n ight guests o f H o r a n d a n d C i n d y 
G u t f e l d t a n d o n Saturday m o r n i n g were greeted 
b y t h e N e w C h u r c h s tudents s t u d y i n g at U r b a n a . 
These students are deve lop ing a real sense o f c o m 
m u n i t y and have accepted r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r t h e 
leadership o f some o f the w o r s h i p services at t h e 
U r b a n a C h u r c h . 

San Francisco 

We arr ived i n San Franc isoo o n Saturday evening , 
O c t o b e r 3 1 , and were e n t e r t a i n e d b y E r w i n a n d 
Lisa R e d d e k o p p and t h e i r son B r i a n . I preached at 
t h e San Franc isco c h u r c h o n Sunday m o r n i n g a n d 
had the pr iv i lege o f i n s t a l l i n g E r w i n as Pastor o f 
t h e San Franc isco par i sh . L u n c h e o n was served f o l 
l o w i n g t h e service a n d Perry a n d I were able t o 
meet m a n y o f the people . We greeted C o l . and M r s . 
Swedenborg and v is i ted w i t h M a r g i t T o b i s c h . 

We were glad t o be able t o v i s i t w i t h D a v i d a n d 
Prisc i l la G a r r e t t i n E l C e r r i t o a n d t o meet w i t h the 
C h u r c h C o m m i t t e e o f the E l C e r r i t o C h u r c h . T h e 
c h u r c h sponsors a n u m b e r o f l i v e l y , creative groups 
t h a t are concerned w i t h the n u r t u r e o f s p i r i t u a l l i f e . 

San Diego 

G a r r y a n d Joanna W h i t e m e t us at t h e a i r p o r t i n 
San Diego o n Wednesday, N o v . 4 a n d w h i s k e d us 
away t o T i j u a n a f o r l u n c h a n d sightseeing. I n t h e 
evening w e had d i n n e r w i t h t h e members o f t h e 
c h u r c h c o m m i t t e e a n d t h e n m e t w i t h members o f 
t h e c h u r c h . T h e c h u r c h has been w i t h o u t a m i n i s t e r 
f o r the last f ew years and is served b y a capable 
t e a m o f lay leaders under t h e c h a i r m a n s h i p o f D r . 
G a r r y W h i t e . G a r r y has also served the L o s Angeles 
C h u r c h i n leading w e e k e n d retreats . 

Wayfarers' Chapel 

O n F r i d a y a n d S a t u r d a y , N o v e m b e r 6 a n d 7, I m e t 
w i t h the B o a r d o f Managers o f the W a y f a r e r s ' Chap
el . Special a t t e n t i o n was g iven t o plans f o r t h e 
d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h e V i s i t o r s ' Center a n d w e c o n 
sul ted w i t h the a r c h i t e c t , L l o y d W r i g h t , and his 
son , E r i c W r i g h t . 

B o b a n d Betsy Y o u n g were hosts at a d i n n e r f o r 
b o a r d members a n d we were glad t o see B o b u p a n d 
a b o u t . He had been seriously i l l f o r some t i m e b u t 

is n o w rega in ing his s t r e n g t h . A f t e r the b o a r d meet 
ing o n S a t u r d a y , B o b c o n d u c t e d f o u r wedd ings at 
the chapel . T h e staf f at the chapel p e r f o r m e d yeo 
m a n service d u r i n g Bob ' s illness and special t h a n k s 
go t o Ca lv in T u r l e y f o r his m i n i s t e r i a l leadership . 

L o s Angeles 

I c o n d u c t e d the w o r s h i p service at the L o s Angeles 
C h u r c h o n S u n d a y , N o v e m b e r 8, and we were guests 
at a r e c e p t i o n f o l l o w i n g t h e service. A circle was 
f o r m e d and w e spent some t i m e i n a f r a n k and 
l ive ly discussion o f the f u t u r e plans o f the L o s 
Angeles C h u r c h . I t is h o p e d t h a t a reg iona l m i n i s 
t r y can be developed t o serve the s o u t h e r n Ca l i f o r 
nia area, i n c l u d i n g L o s Angeles , Rivers ide and San 
Diego . 

We were t h e o v e r n i g h t guests o f I r v i n g and Pearl 
M c C a l l u m . I r v i n g is t h e c h a i r m a n o f t h e B o a r d o f 
Managers o f t h e W a y f a r e r s ' Chapel a n d pres ident o f 
the L o s Angeles C h u r c h . Pearl is organist a n d S u n 
day Schoo l s u p e r i n t e n d e n t and i n her spare t i m e 
teaches schoo l f ive days a week . 

Claremont 

I n C l a r e m o n t , scene o f t h e 1 9 6 9 c o n v e n t i o n , w e 
were guests o f Ca lv in a n d M a r i l y n T u r l e y . Cal is a 
graduate s tudent at the Schoo l o f T h e o l o g y a t 
C l a r e m o n t and expects t o receive his D o c t o r o f 
R e l i g i o n degree t h i s c o m i n g year. He is c u r r e n t l y 
w o r k i n g one day a week a t the W a y f a r e r s ' Chape l , 
assisting B o b Y o u n g . 

Newton 

Perry and I r e t u r n e d t o B o s t o n o n M o n d a y , N o v e m 
ber 9, and were m e t at the a i r p o r t b y the Rev . 
Messrs. B o b K i r v e n , Paul Zacharias , E r w i n Redde
k o p p , B r i a n K i n g s l a k e , Cal T u r l e y and R a n d y 
L a a k k o . A red carpet a n d brass b a n d c o u l d have 
added l i t t l e t o such a r e c e p t i o n ! T h e S w e d e n b o r g 
Schoo l o f R e l i g i o n s t a t i o n wagon was f i l l e d t o capa
c i t y as we drove o u t t o t h e t h e o l o g i c a l schoo l i n 
N e w t o n . B y 8 P . M . I was i m m e r s e d i n a m e e t i n g o f 
the E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e o f t h e C o u n c i l o f M i n i s 
ters. We e n t e r t a i n e d c o m m i t t e e members f o r d i n n e r 
at o u r h o m e o n Tuesday a n d were soon back at o u r 
regular r o u t i n e , whatever t h a t is. 

Perry a n d I are g r a t e f u l t o t h e W o m e n ' s A l l i a n c e f o r 
p r o v i d i n g t rave l m o n e y so t h a t she c o u l d a c c o m 
p a n y m e o n t h i s t r i p . She hopes t o share some o f 
her impress ions o f the t r i p i n a f u t u r e issue o f The 
Messenger. 

Ernest 0. Martin 
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