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184th Annual Convention: “

Shout with All Your Might”

Tearing Down the Walls: convention Sermon

Rev. Sarah Buteux

The annual communion service was
held Saturday morning, July 5, 2008 at
Bridgewater New Jerusalem Church,
in Bridgewater, Massachusetts. Rev,
Sarah Buteux was convention minister
for the 184th Annual Convention.

“The walls of Jericho" meant the
falsities that defended evils.

Secrets of Heaven (AC) 8815

d like you all to relax, open your

minds, and imagine something with
me for a moment. Now, this may be a
strerch, but [ want us to imagine that
we are all part of a small, no scratch
that, very small—all right let’s be hon-
est, compared to everyone else we're
miniscule—I want us to try and imag-
ine that we are all part of a teeny, tiny,
and yet vibrant, extremely vibrant,
spiritual community. Do you think
you can do that with me? Good, then
let’s continue.

A community with its own unique
language and rituals and understand-
ing of God, a community with a long
and venerable history, a community
with so much to offer the world, and
yet a community thac could easily dis-
appear into the annals of history if
we cant somechow find a way to hold
it together and face the seemingly in-
surmountable challenges ahead of us
with absolute courage and unwaver-
ing faith—you got it? Are you with me
here? Do you feel it? Good.

Then you know exactly how the Is-

raelites felt as they entered the Prom-
ised Land. After years of wandering,
this tiny little band of chosen people

has finally crossed the river Jordan

and entered the land p———"
of Canaan. And they §
are ready—ready and |
willing to receive their
divine inheritance and §
take posscssion of the |
land that was prom-
ised to their forefather
Abraham. Only, there’s
a slight problem. Peo- JES
ple already live there: |
namely the Canaan-
ites, the Hittites, the
Hivites, the Perizzites, the Girgashites,
the Amorites, and please don't forget
the Jebusites, and, well, these people
haven’t gotten the divine eminent do-
main memo.

So if the Israelites want this land,
they’re going to have to take it, and

“But then something
happens, something
absolutely, unspeakably
horrible.”

under the lcadership of Joshua, this is
precisely what they set out to do. They
may be small and scrappy, thcy may
have their own peculiar way of doing

things and their own peculiar way of

talking about the things that they do,
but with God on their side there is no
battle they cannot win, no people they

cannot conquer, no city they cannot
take.

And so the Israelites march right

up to the first city, the city of Jericho,

j the gateway city that
| stands at the base of the
promised land, and set
up camp around the
great wall. In accor-
dance with the Lord’s
instruction, they do
not attack, but racher
they march.

They march around
the city every day for
six days. The priests
carry their trumpets,
the soldiers carry their swords, but no
one says a word or makes a sound. Then
on the seventh day, the Israelites march
around the city seven times, and ar the
very last moment the priests blow their
horns, and the people shout with all
their might; the walls of the city come
crashing down and Jericho is given like
a gift into the hands of the Israelites. It
is a complete and ucter triumph.

But then something happens, some-
thing absolutely, unspeakably horrible.
The people rush forward and put every
living being—all the kings soldiers and
all the kings men, yes, but also all of
the civilians, the men, the women, the
litle children, and the tiny babies, all
of the animals, the oxen and the sheep
and the donkeys, the horses, the cats,

continues on page 100
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The Editor's Desk

Following three days
of meetings by the

Council of Ministers,
delegates and attend-
ees of the 184th Annu-
al Convention arrived
throughout the day on
Wednesday, July 2 at
Bridgewarer State College in Bridgewater,
Massachusetts. In the midst of joyful greet-
ings and hugs, word that Rev. Eric Allison
had suffered a stroke that morning quickly
spread. Joy turned to sadness and concern
as the gathered awaited more information
on Eric’s condition. Moving ahead with
the business at hand, attendees prayed for
Eric and his wife, Lisa Cole, as they faced
their journey of healing and recovery.

The ceremony opened that evening
with an inspiring parade of banners repre-
senting societies and affiliated groups from
all over North America. Rev. Kevin Baxrer,
president of the Massachusetts Association
of the New Jerusalem, welcomed the dele-
gates and guests, and president Chris Lait-
ner pursued the convention theme, “Shout
with all your might,” in her address. Laurie
and Rev. KenTurley and friends, along with
the convention choir, provided wonderful
and varied music throughout convention.

Over the next three days the usual busi-
ness of the annual meeting was conducted
in good fellowship and with sincere setvice.
Each day began with a worship service:
Thursday, a memorial service led by Rev.
Eric Hoffman; Friday, a service created and
conducted by members of SCYL; and Sat-
urday, the convention communion service
at Bridgewater New Jerusalem Church, led
by Rev. Sarah Buteux.

Evening activities included contra
dancing and a town firewotks display on
Friday (July 4), and a moving ordination
ceremony ac Cambridge Swedenborg Cha-
pel, followed by a reception at Harvard Di-

Church Calendar
October 10-11: SHS Board of

Trustees ® Berkeley, California

November 7-8: General Council
® Boston, Massachusetts

vinity School’s Center for World Religions
on Saturday.

We traveled by chartered coaches to
Cambridge for ordination, and returned
by 11:30 PM, but those who did not heed
the lesson of Cinderella were shocked to
find they could not enter their rooms when
they returned to them after midnight. The
key cards had been programmed to expire
24 hours too soon! Security personnel as-
sisted the weary revelers.

The Annual Convention brings people
to new positions through elections and ap-
pointments, but it is also a time when we
honor people for their past service. Presi-
dent Laitner recognized the following peo-
ple for their service:

e Parte LeVan for 19 years with 7he

Messenger.

* Rev. John Maine for six years with

MINSU and PUSH/AFC.

¢ Paula Hilbert for
MINSU.

* Betsy Lau for six years on FPRSU.

* Carol Lawson for her
COMSU.

* Rev. Kathy Speas for threc ycars on
General Council.

her service on

service to

¢ Rev. Rachel Rivers for 25 years in
ministry.

* Rev. Ted LeVan for 25 years in
ministry.

¢ Rev. Susannah Currie for her service on
the Retirement Committee, AFC, and
the Council of Ministers.

¢ Pac Tukos for her service on CAM.

* Carla Erickson for six years on the Way-
farers Chapel Board.

* Rev. Kevin Baxter for three years on
IMSU.

* Rev. Dr. Jonathan Mitchell for five years
on the Nominating Committee

* Larry Conant for seven years on PUSH/
AFC and 15 years on General Council,
including seven years as treasurer.

The meeting this year in Bridgewater
was special for Larry, whose relatives in-
clude Marshall Conant, the first principal
of the school founded by Horace Mann,
Bridgewater Normal School, which became
Bridgewater College. Larry shared some of
his family history in Bridgewater. His great-
great-great-great grandfather lived in town
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near the school. Over the years, his grand-
father and great-great grandfather served as
ministers at the Bridgewater Church. After
sharing this special time with the delegates,
Larry received a standing ovation.

As we bade farewell on Sunday, we
heard updates on Eric’s progress in an in-
tensive care unit, and joined in the hope-
ful prayers of Lisa, family, and friends for
his recovery. As of this writing, Eric has
been recovering for six weeks. With the
loving care of Lisa, the support of family
and friends, and the expert and caring help
of doctors, nurses, and therapists, Eric has
made remarkable progress. His cognition is
excellent, he walks with assistance, shows
progress in regaining his speech daily, and
is encouraged by, and encourages, all who
interact with him.

You can access Lisa Cole’s informative
and moving daily blog about Eric’s prog-
ress and recovery at caringbridge.org. Type
“ericallison” into the name field. Follow di-
rections to register, and then you can read
all her blogs and post messages for Lisa and
Eric as well.

—Herb Ziegler

the Messcnger
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Falling Walls:

“The Times, They Are A-

changin'.” (This song by

Bob Dylan was performed
by the Turleys and friends to
separate the opening cer-
emony from the president’s
address.)

hat’s true for all of us §

on so many levels. We 4
obtain training, certificates,
degrees—and we get work, -3l
Then we find change in our
work, our professions. We upgrade our
skills. We take new jobs. Our children
grow up and away. We retire. We find
new interests and sometimes even new
work. And nearly all of us stop occa-
sionally to look at that person in the
mirror and realize that the person we’re
secing isnt quite the same person we
visualize in our minds.

Paul Sperry, in Words of Life, wrote,
“Change is essential to improvement.”
It’s true, but often change is confusing,
frustrating and difficult.

Churches, denominations through-
out North America, have undergone
major change over the past while. The
Pew Forum on Religion and Public Life
released the first set of findings from its
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massive “U.S. Reli-
1 gious Landscape Sur-
| vey” carly this year.
| This survey gleaned
| information  from
| 30,000 respondents
| and has provided the
| basis for a great deal
| of discussion and
| some concern since
its appearance.

The survey documents the amaz-
ing variety of ways that Christians
understand and practice their faith.
The survey states that the U.S. is still
largely Christian, as over 78 percent
of the 30,000 respondents identified
themselves as being Christian “in some
way.” The biggest subgroup of Ameri-
can Christianity is Protestantism, at
just above 51 percent, still the major-
ity, but just barely so. This is a signifi-
cant change since the last major survey
thirty years ago placed Protestantism at
berween 60 and 65 percent. One oth-
er noteworthy finding in the current
survey is that “roughly one-third of all
Protestants . . . were either unable or
unwilling to describe their specific de-
nominational affiliation.”

There is a field of people who, even if
they identify with mainline Protestant-
ism, don't indicate any specific belief
system, and we can add to that another
group who took the time to identify
themselves as “nothing in particular”
regarding any type of affiliation. It is
helpful for us to know that as we reach
out into the world with our vital doc-
trine and via church programs there is
a statistically large field of seekers “out
there” with whom we can connect.

During the first three-year term of
my presidency, we collected informa-
tion about how the Swedenborgian
Church could be more helpful and re-
sponsive to its constituency.

We used information from a gath-
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ering of selected leaders in late winter
2006, from the General Council in the
fall of 2006, and from the delegates at
the 2007 Annual Convention.

The General Council voted to use
this collected information to work on
creating a strategic plan with the help
of a professional facilitator. In Febru-
ary we held a special meeting dedi-
cated solely to this process. What we
came away with was an outline of best
response to needs, a set of “ultimate
goals” to achieve. I appointed a com-
mittee to review the bases of the plan-
ning process, what we gleaned from
the planning process, and finally, how
we might best implement the funda-
mental concepts created in the plan-
ning process in helpful, meaningful,
growth-supporting ways.

Our work this past February was an
important beginning step in setting up
a morec easily accessible and knowledge-
ably responsive organization, because
that's what our various hard-work-
ing churches and ministries need. So,
as we move through this coming year
we'll be establishing more clearly-de-
fined processes which we hope will also
be helpful and timely. Where does the
Swedenborgian Church fit in today’s
world, today’s market, today’s needs?
What is different now than a decade
or so ago? These are ongoing, pivotal
questions that are focal points for the
work of our Council of Ministers and
of our denomination’s other leadership

bodies.

We feel that strategic planning
needs the Lord’s leading as we choose
our forward paths. Yes, we all need to
work the problem, and we all need to
bring our most sincerely prayed-for
pieces of information, but without
hearing the Lord’s voice in the process
we will fail. Our planning process, the
questions we ask—Who are we? What

continues on page 106
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SCYL Service and Fun

By Nina Sasser

had an amazing time at this year’s

convention. So many memories
were created, lots
of friendships were
formed, and I learned
how to contra dance!
I've been to a lot of re-
treats, but this was my
very first Annual Con-
vention. I'd say it was
even better than the
retreats, which is say-
ing a lot since retreats
are also insanely fun. 1
guess | liked Conven-
tion better because it
was less structured,
and we were pretty much free to do
whatever we wanted. We didnt have
to wash any dishes and we didn’t even
have a bedtime!

Day 1:
The first day of Convention hap-
pened to fall on my sixteenth birthday,
which made it even more exciting. It
was a good birthday. I got to meet new
people and see friends 1 hadn’t seen
since Memorial Day, and there was a
pool table! Holly and I played against
Cody and Jake. We also learned
about the theme (Shout with
all your might!) and started
brainstorming for our wor-
ship service.

Day 2:
The second day of Con-
vention was pretty much a
planning day. It was also
the day Janice and I de-
cided to wear our super-
exciting matching out-
fits! We spent most of
the day planning what

we were going to do for our worship
service. This was a lot more fun than
lectures and classes because we got to

SCYL worship service

do the talking, and we could be cre-
ative and inventive; we didn't just have
to sit there and listen to other people
talk the whole time. We also played a
lot of pool, ping pong, and
Foosball. Oh! We also
played a really in-

tense game of Ul- _ /
timate Frisbee.
We lost even

. September 2008

though we had Kurt on our team (who
is amazing at Ultimate Frisbee), bu it
was really close and really fun.

Day 3:

On the third day of Convention
we held our worship
service in front of ev-
eryone! | think it went
very well. The best
parts were Cassic’s de-
pressingly dark scrip-
ture reading (Psalm
120), Molly, Kate, and
Nemo's skit, Janice,
Cody, and MB’s amaz-
ing performance of
Janice’s original song,
and, of course, Mary-
beth’s incredible solo.
I'll admit I got a little
teary eyed during that
part. Oh, and, of course, when Cody
got everyone to chant, “LIVE YOUR
LOVE! LIVE YOUR LOVE!,” and we
all fell down! I think we exceeded ev-
eryone’s expectations. Go us!

It was also the Fourth of July, so
after the worship service we patriotic
ones changed into our red, white, and
blue outfits, complete with fireworks
shorts. After lunch some of us went
to the movies, and others went to see
Plymouth Rock. I went with the movie
group to go see Wall-E. It was surpris-
ingly deep for a computer-animated
o Disney movie. I enjoyed it quite
a bit.

Upon  return-

ing, we had a
barbecue, tossed
around the Fris-
bee, and a bunch
of us learned some
crazy contra-danc-
ing moves! That
was a definite high-
light for me. Then
we sat on the top of
the hill and watched
the fireworks that were
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Council of Ministers Meeting Report

Kevin Baxter, secretary

he Council of Ministers of the
Swedenborgian Church (COM)
met June 29 through July 1, 2008 at
Bridgewater State College in Bridge-
water, Massachusetts. Participating
were 30 members of the Council and
seven guests.
The council received visions of min-
istry from Ms. Gabriella Cahaley and
Mr. Cameron Linen.

Chairperson Andy Stinson focused
the council’s attention on some aspects
of leadership through the study of a
book titled A Failure of Nerve. Mickie

Crimone, from the Center for Family
Process on Leadership, facilitated the
discussion.

Election results were as follows:
Kevin Baxter, secretary; Eric Hoff-
man, member at large to the executive
committee; Carla Friedrich, nominat-
ing committee; and John Maine, 2010
convention preacher.

A representative from the Minis-
ters and Missionaries Benefits Board
(MMBB), the new benefits program
selected by the retirement commit-
tee, explained the program and re-
sources. MMBB is a non-profit invest-

partially obstructed by trees and build-
ings, but were still super-exciting. And,
much later that
night  Holly
and I decided
to give Cody a
makeover. We
paraded  him
around the
campus only to
find that every-
one had gone to
bed! It was very
upsetting. But
then we did it
again the next
day when everyone was still awake, and
Matt let us give him a makeover too, so
it all worked out pretty well.

Day 4:

The fourth day of Convention
was definitely the best day. We took the
train to Harvard Square in Cambridge.
We went shopping and ate dinner at
a Tex-Mex restaurant (Border Café)
thac played country music and served
outrageously huge drinks. After dinner
we walked around for a bit, and then
went to the ordination service at the
Cambridge Swedenborg Chapel. Then

we went to the ordination reception,

Subway surfing

where they served cheese and crack-
ers that actually tasted more like crou-

tons. That
was a lot of
fun. And

the bus ride
home was
i insanely fun!
MB, Holly
and 1 sang
g songs from
“Across  the
Universe”
and  vari-
ous Disney
classics  the
whole time. Since it was the last night,
a bunch of us tried to stay up all night,
and [ believe Sam, Matt, Josh, Nemo,
MB, Janice, Holly, and I (sorry if [ left
anyone out) succeeded.

So, Convention was a blast. I know
many of these fond memories will stick
with me forever, and [ hope that is the
case for everyone who came to Con-
vention this year. [ would also like to
thank Susannah Currie for sponsoring
me, Kurt Fekete for supervising us, and
everyone else who worked hard to put
on this Convention. And I reall hope
I'll be able to make the next one! %
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ment company that serves religious
workers, a resource for both ministers
and the churches. It is available for
churches that are considering com-
pensation packages, and to help trea-
surers who have question about clergy
compensation.

One of the largest projects of the
year has been the creation of the Min-
istry Resource Book, which is a collec-
tion of COM recommendations and
policies. This resource will eventually
be posted on line and is a resource for
both ministers and churches.

Based on a request to be severed
from the roll of ministers of the Swe-
denborgian Church in North America,
the Council of Ministers recommend-
ed to the Swedenborgian Church that
the name of Robert McCluskey be re-
moved from the roll of ministers and
added to the roll of former ministers.

After 33 years in the ordained min-
istry, Paul Tremblay (ordained in 1973)
entered into the fullness of the spiritual
world in 2006. The Council of Minis-
ters recommended to the Swedenbor-
gian Church that his name be removed
from the roll of ministers and added to
the roll of former ministers by reason
of his demise.

After 54 years in the ordained min-
istry, Erwin Reddekopp (ordained in
1953) entered into the fullness of the
spiricual world in 2008. The Council
of Ministers recommended to the Swe-
denborgian Church that his name be
removed from the roll of ministers and
added to the roll of former ministers by
reason of his demise.

At her own request, supported by
the approval of her plan of ministry by
the Council of Ministers, and on the
recommendation of the Committee
on Admission into the Ministry, the
Council of Ministers recommended
that Catherine Lauber, whose ordina-
tion has been requested by the Gen-
eral Conference of the New Jerusa-

continues on page 111
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Like a Child

Rev. Catherine Lauber

At that time the disciples came to Jesus and
asked. “Who is the greatest in the kingdom of
heaveng”

Matthew 18:1-5

He called a little child and had him stand
among them. And he said: “I tell you the
truth, unless you change and become like little
children, you will never enter the kingdom of
heaven. Therefore, whoever humbles himself
like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of
heaven. And whoever welcomes a little child like
this in my name welcomes me.”

From the moment I began this journey one
of my greatest challenges, and the one which
has led to the most fulfilling experiences of my
life, has been the challenge of learning how to
get out of my own way—Tlearning how to get
out of the way and let the Lord lead me, and
use me, because it is through the Lord’s leading
that fullness of life can be experienced, and it is
through the Lord’s leading that 7hy will be done;
The Lord’s will be done.

I have come to know, and to trust, that God
has always been in my life, but I could not hear
this call to ministry, or even simply hear God’s
desire for my life, which is to be joyful and ful-
filling, until I opened up to make room for God
in my life. I could not hear the call until I started
getting out of the way, until [ stopped charging
through life with my head down, pushing for-
ward and telling myself, “7 know what to do,” “I
can take care of myself,” I can figure this out on my
own.” 1 had the answers within me, but I forgot
who it was that put them there. I had forgot-
ten that all of life is from God and that without
God we are nothing, we are simply empty vessels
awaiting life.

Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, unless you change
and become like children, you will never enter
the kingdom of heaven.” Learning to let go, and
learning to trust fully in the Lord’s leading has
been for me a process of changing and becoming
more like a child. Licde children are completely
dependent on their mothers and fathers for their
very survival. Parents lovingly, and selflessly, pro-
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vide all of the necessities of life, ensuring that the child’s environment is
safe and secure, providing boundaries and safe spaces where a child can
explore his or her world, and can play, and learn and grow by interact-
ing freely, within the safe and nurturing environment that is provided
by the parents.

Our Lord is our loving parent, who has installed the child safety
locks on the cupboards and doors, and who has fenced and gated the
back yard, and who has ensured that we have nourishment and shelcer
and protection, so that we can freely explore our world, so that we can
learn and grow and play and regenerate, acting s if from our own, but
always being mindful that it is the Lord who gives us life, and that all
we are is from the Lord. Humility, and becoming humble like the child
is what Jesus reminds us of.

In learning to trust in God like a parent, I have come to embrace

continues on page 105
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PSALM 23

Rev. Judith Vandergrift

ood Evening. With great respect and love, I
welcome you with all my hearr.

Psalm 23 is the focus of my message tonight,
because it is so dear to my heart. My message is
an offering of a new way to look ar this Psalm.

For those of you that associate the 23" Psalm
with memorial services and the loss of a loved
one, this may be the beginning of a new idea and
use for you. I used to think that this Psalm, like
many others, was about death and sadness—a
“downer.”

In 1999 my pastor, and then spiritual direc-
tor, gave me an assignment to help in my dis-
cernment of my call. He said, “Judich, I want
you to say the 23" Psalm to yourself as a mantra.
Each time you doubt God’s direction, or you feel
doubtful or are afraid about anything around
you, say this Psalm.”

“The LORD is my Shepherd; I shall not
want’—boy, is that true! The words remind
me who is in charge; the Lord is in charge. And
when the Lord, my good shepherd, is in charge,
my whole world is perfect and complete. All of
my needs and wants are taken care of by his mer-
cy and love.

“He maketh me to lic down in green pastures:
he leadeth me beside the still waters. He restor-
eth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righ-
teousness for his name’s sake.”

These green pastures, denoting new states of
spiritual growth, remind me thac I have to be
willing to be led, to become like a child, and
in Swedenborgian terms, to allow a state of in-
nocence—willingness to be led and to remain
teachable, and open to the Lord’s influx and
guidance.

“Yea, though I walk chrough the valley of the
shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art
with me; thy rod and chy staff they comfort me.”
This reminds me that truth comforts and heals
me, and keeps me secure and upright on the
path.

“Thou preparest a table before me in the pres-

continues on page 111
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Convention Sermon
continued from page 93

and the dogs, (people. if there was so
much as a hamster in Jericho that day

. . .J—every living being, except for
one woman and her household, are put
to death by the sword.

It is a heartbreaking story, absolutely
horrible, and I wish I could say it was
an isolated incident within scripture, a
bizarre little aberration in an otherwise
unsullied narrative of divine love and
mercy, but it's not. There are several
such stories in the Bible, not just sto-
ries of war, but stories of war wherein
God commands the complete and ut-
ter destruction of every living being in
an enemy’s territory, no matter how
young or weak or vulnerable those be-
ings might be.

But do you want to know what is
unusual, what the really crazy thing is
about this story in particular? People
love it. Pastors lift the Battle of Jericho
up in their sermons as a story of God’s
favor and awesome power. Congrega-
tions and choirs sing some great songs
about it. (Thank you very much by the
way. Can we have a hand for the Con-
vention Choir?) And as if that weren't
strange enough, we read it to our kids
in Sunday School, in much the same
way we read the story of Noah’s ark, as
if genocide was the most natural thing
in the world.

Yeah. It’s all a litctle strange when
you really start to think about it, isnt
it? Wipe life as we know it off the plan-
et and you have the makings of an epic
tragedy, bur save just two of every ani-
mal and you've got all the material you
need for the most popular children’s
play set of all time. Who knew? But
seriously, once you start to look at the
finer details of a story like this, it re-
ally is disturbing. Scholars and theolo-
gians have labored long and hard to try
and make sense of this one, and I could
tell you a bit about what they say, only
I have the strange suspicion that you

would all promptly tune out.

We're Swedenborgians after all, and
we already know that there’s a spiritual
sense imbued within these letters full
of a higher, more personal, and surely
more uscful meaning. Why slum about
in the historical realm when you can
soar and play in the celestial one? Why
torment one’s self trying
to make sense of the lit-
eral when one can revel
in the spiritual?

Why? Because real
people died that day in
Jericho. Real mothers
lost real babies, real hus-
bands lost real wives, real
people lost their homes,
their livelihoods, their
very lives in the face of
an army that thought it was carrying
out God’s will. And if we dismiss those
people as no more than a means to an
end, the literal fodder for a great spiri-
tual interpretation, the only difference
berween us and Joshua’s soldiers is not
one of kind but of degree.

That is, if we look at this story and
somehow convince ourselves that our
ability to draw a spiritual meaning
from this literal historical event some-
how makes the event itself okay, then
what we are effectively doing is justify-
ing the slaughter. Furthermore, when
we jump right to the correspondences
and begin playing with spiritual inter-
pretations, we miss the opportunity to
question the event itself, to question
what it says about God, and what it
says about us, to question whether or
not Joshua was even right, whether or
not the slaughter was necessary.

And I'm afraid that if we miss thac
opportunity, then our understand-
ing of Swedenborg’s correspondences,
however interesting they mighc be,
is bound to become corrupted in the
process.

Because, you see, if Joshua was actu-
ally wrong on the literal level to cause
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such destruction, then simply trans-
ferring his methodology up the cor-
respondential ladder, if you will, prob-
ably won't yield better or more last-
ing resules for any of us. So let’s take
a closer look, first, ac how this story is
traditionally understood on the literal
level, and sce how a few well placed
questions on that end can
add nuance to our standard
spiritual understanding of
this most troubling text. Are
you with me? Wonderful. A
little nervous? Me too, but
here we go.

Traditionally, on the lit-
eral level, the genocide that
takes place during the Bartle
of Jericho is understood as
an unfortunate but neces-
sary means to an end. When you are
as small and as unique as the Israelites
were, when you have so much to pro-
tect and so little to work with, then
when you strike you must strike hard.

They couldn’t afford to fail, nor
could they afford to be compromised,
so when they conquered a people they
showed no mercy. They wiped out ev-
ery last person they could find, every
last trace of culture or religion that
could possibly lead cheir people astray.
Only then, in their minds, could they
truly be safe and prosper in the prom-

ised land.

And you know, on the one hand I
can see their logic; however, there are
still some pretty strange inconsistencies
in this story that I'd like to point out
to you, the first having to do with the
promise itself. You'll remember that a
big part of the promise given to Abra-
ham back in Genesis involved the Is-
raclites not just inheriting the land of
Canaan but being a—what to the na-
tions? A blessing.

Now, I don't know about you, but
I can’t quite see how killing first and

blessing later is a really good strategy
for fulfilling this promise. Does that
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seem a litdle off to you? Me too. And
speaking of killing—and this is my sec-
ond problem with the story—it’s one
thing to kill those who have the poten-
tial to kill you—I mean even the poor,
little, innocent babies could theoreti-
cally grow up to exact revenge some-
day—bur killing all the animals seems
like a needless waste to me. How could
the animals have corrupted the Israel-
ites I wonder?

Likewise, destroying the city itself
with all it's cemples and art and liter-
ature seems a good plan if you don't
want the people to get seduced or
tainted by falsities, but it’s exceedingly
ironic, in my humble opinion, that in
their mad dash to purge the city of all
corrupting influences, be they animal,
vegetable, or mineral, that the one per-
son they do save is—anyone remember
her name?—Rahab, yes. And what did
Rahab do for a living? She was a har-
lot. Rahab and all the members of her
“household” were spared because she
had helped the Israclite spies escape, a
household that included her father and
mother and brothers, I'm sure, but a
household that in all likelihood prob-
ably included an unusually large num-
ber of “sisters” as well, if you catch my

drift.

And finally, there is the issuc of
God’s part in this whole debacle, our
God who we understand to be all lov-
ing and all wise. I have a really hard
time understanding how our God
could ever approve of genocide, and,
truth be told, I see a number of little
signs that indicate that, at least in this
story, the all-out slaughter wasn’t really
God’s idea ar all. For one thing, when
God says he will give the city to Josh-
ua, he does so, but he brings down the
walls with music rather than warfare.
Victory is achieved without one drop
of blood being spilt.

For another, although God does
command the Israelites in other parts
of the Bible to wipe out entire cities,

in this particular passage, if you read
it closely, he never once tells Joshua to
kill all of the living creatures inside of
Jericho. God says, “See, I have given
Jericho into your hand, with its king
and valiant warriors,” but ic is not God
who commands that the Israelites put
all of Jericho to death, it is Joshua.

All of which sends me back to re-
consider that strange little exchange
Joshua engages in with an angel days
before the battle even begins. Joshua
asks the angel, “Are you for us or for
our adversaries?” And the angel says,
“No,” which is kind of a strange answer
to an “either/or” question. “Rather, I
indeed come now as captain of the host
of the Lord,” says the angel. Thar is,
“I'm on God’s side, human, not theirs,
but not yours either.” Joshua wanted
to know if God was on their side, but
what he should have been asking each

step of the way is not whether God was
on their side, but whether or not they
were on Godss.

Now, [ bring all of these little quirks
to your attention because I think it is
extremely important for us to question
scripture, to have enough respect for
the literal sense of the word to wrestle
with it and not accept it as simply a text
for imitation or as a spring board we
can utilize uncritically to reach a more
interesting spiritual interpretation.

The Bible isn’t always showing us
who we ought to be. Sometimes it is
only showing us who we already are.
And in those instances, our job is not to
meekly accept the charge, but to wres-
tle with the image before us and, God
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willing, strain for something higher.

Unfortunately, most of the Sweden-
borgian literature that deals with this
passage in particular fails to question
whether or not Joshua was even right.
It plows right ahead and concludes
that if Joshua dealt with the evils of
Jericho in this way, then we ought to
deal with the evils in our own lives this
way as well. But what if Joshua went
overboard?

Now please understand, I'm not
calling the correspondences themselves
into question, but I'm questioning what
we ultimately do with them. I think
the correspondences Swedenborg out-
lines actually stand up very well. In Se-
crets of Heaven (8815) he explains that
the walls of Jericho represent the lies,
half truths, and rationalizations we use
to justify our own evil actions, and it is
clear that those walls really do need to
come down if we are going to live our
lives to the fullest as God intended.

If we truly want to overcome our
evils, then we must, with the help of
God, examine the defensive strategies
we have built up around them to keep
them safe, just as the spies appraised
the defenses of Jericho. We need to be
patient and obedient to what we know
is good even when it doesn’t feel right
yet, just as the Israelites did when they
walked about the city each day for six
days wondering what the heck they
were doing. And finally, we need to
trust not in our own power, but in the
power of God to bring the walls down
on our behalf.

These correspondences are powerful
and exceedingly useful. Indeed Swe-
denborgians, and Grant Schnarr in par-
ticular in his very helpful little book,
Return to the Promised Land, have put
them to good use, especially around is-
sues of addiction and spiritual recovery.
How many of you have benefited from
his work? I'm not surprised.

He makes it clear in his book that
continues on page 102
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if you're caught up in a web of sin or
addiction, the only way to break the
chains that bind you to destructive be-
haviors is with the truth. With the help
of God you can tear down the walls of
lies that keep you going back to the
bottle for solace or drugs for happiness
or pornography for love, just to name a
few examples.

But I think we get into trouble when
we follow Joshua down the road of be-
lieving we can not only rid ourselves
of all the lies that give evil power over
us, but succumb to the belief that with
enough determination we can actually
rid ourselves of evil itself once and for
all. It would be nice if we could, but
I don’t think evil works that way any-
more than God docs.

At the end of Grant Schnarr’s chap-

ter on Jericho he writes:

After the walls fell down Israel
wiped out the enemy so as not to be
perverted by their immoral spiritual
practices. Spiritually, thelesson isone
that cannot be overstated: we must
wipe out that hideous evil complete-
ly. Once we expose the defect, we
must show no leniency. When the
walls of illusion crumble, it’s time to
destroy those defects before they can
re-arm and destroy us. Knock them
out with the sword of truth and an-
nihilate them. Not until then will
there be peace. (pp.165-166)

Well, that sounds really good, and 1
can see a lot of usefulness in what Rev.
Schnarr is saying, except for one small
but pesky detail: war never leads to
peace, at least not the true, just, lasting
peace that we all long for.

In my experience you can make war
on drugs, you can make war on ter-
ror, you can make war on poverty, you
can make war on most anything that
is harmful, but war is, at best, only a
temporary solution. Peace is not what
you get when you finally destroy every-

thing or everyone who could potential-
ly harm you because that battle never
ends. Peace only comes from the hard
work of making peace.

Add to this the fact that, as it says
in Divine Providence, the Lord does not
annihilate the evils in our lives when
we repent of them, but simply removes
them to a place where they have no
power over us, and you start to won-
der, “Hey, if God doesn’t destroy evil,
who are we to think that we should or
cven could, if we wanted to? “

So perhaps the story of Jericho is
here to tell us that ultimately Joshua
was wrong, as are we if we think that
the best way to combat evil is to obliter-
ate it rather than neutralize it. War did
not eternally secure the Promised Land
for the Israelites back then, anymore
than war is securing it for them right
now. Maybe the most powerful spiri-
tual lesson to be found in this passage
is the knowledge that our job is not to
wipe out evil, because evil doesn’t work
that way, and when we go after evil, too
often what we really end up going af-
ter is each other. No, our job is not to
fight evil with force but to join with
God in peacefully dismantling the lies
that give evil power over us and over
others. “Peace,” in the words of Fred-
erich Beuchner, “is not the absence of
conflict, but the presence of love.”

And believe it or not, there is actu-
ally a little bit of love in this story, a
modicum of mercy, if you will, an ex-
ception made in the midst of Joshua’s
hcadlong rush to obliterate a people he
feared would corrupt his own, and it
is in her that we find redemption, not
just for Joshua but for all the world.
Remember Rahab, who we mentioned

before, Rahab the harlor?

[f there was a top ten list of people
most likely to corrupe the purity of the
Israelites, Rahab and her “household”
would have been in the top five. But
Joshua made a curious exception for
Rahab and showed her mercy. He com-
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promised to save a person of dubious
character, and it was this very compro-
mise that ultimately led to the great-
est in-breaking of the divine upon our
world.

For you sce, Rahab was taken in
by the Israclites, and, in time, she had
a son named Boaz who grew up and
married another compromised gentile
girl by the name of Ruth, whose great
grandson was none other than King
David, whose line eventually culmi-
nated in the birth of a tiny baby boy
in a little town called Bethlehem by
the name of Jesus. Because Rahab the
prostitute was allowed to live, Jesus the
messiah was able to be born.

Coincidence? 1 think not.
Providence? You better believe it.

So maybe the battle of Jericho is not
a story that glorifies war after all, but a
story that lifts up the true blessing that
comes from showing mercy and mak-
ing peace.

My friends, preserving one’s identity
as a small people and protecting one’s
integrity as a people set apart for God
is a high calling. As such we are called
to dismantle the walls of lies that pro-
tect and nurture all that is evil and cor-
rupt in this world. But when we do so
at the expense of one another, when,
in our headlong rush to destroy cvil we
destroy one another, then we have lost
our way.

For our highest calling is not the
tearing down but the building up of
a new city. Not a new Jericho, but a
new Jerusalem, a city built not with
bricks and mortar, but with hands
reaching out to one another, especially
those who are other, hands that build
up with love and reach out with mercy,
and hands that make room, no matter
what the cost, for God’s love and God’s
light to break in upon our world. This
is our calling. Amen and Amen. %
Rev. Sarah Buteux is pastor of the First

Congregational Church of Hadley,
Massachusetts.
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Gathering Leaves 2008: The Tree of Life

by Philippa Peacock and Rita Russell

Purley Chase Centre in England was
the venue for the third Gathering
Leaves—a gathering of Swedenborgian
women from the different branches of
the New Church that took place July
11-14, The event had taken well over a
year’s planning and preparation. Cold
weather didn’t detract from the warmth
of the welcome we received from Anne
and David Gaffney and their team,
and the warmth and fellowship of the
group of 43 women from the United
States, Canada, and the UK represent-
ing the General Church (North Ameri-
can and British), General Convention
and General Conference. (Overbeard:
I cant think of anything to improve
it—1 enjoyed every single minute.”)

The large group meetings were held
in a square marquee
(a tent with windows)
which enabled us all to
sit in a circle. It was won- B
derfully arranged with i j
four displays from the %
Labyrinth and Soul Sym- [
bols workshops. There
were also two trees in
pots representing the Tree
of Life and the Tree of jpues
the Knowledge of Good *
and Evil, and a colourful
floral display. During the opening ple-
nary a representative from each branch
was asked to speak on what these Bib-
lical trees meant to them in their lives
and beliefs. Tryn Clark, Chris Laitner,
Jody Morris, and Helen Brown spoke
movingly.

After a tea break we reassembled
into small groups, mixing the women
as much as possible. We introduced
ourselves and then shared, at a per-
sonal level, a quotation from the Word
or the writings about life that we had
chosen at random from a small branch
of a tree.

During Gathering Leaves there were
slots for four workshops with a choice
of four options each time. They were
varied, with sessions on movement
and art, exploring spirituality, Bibli-
cal themes, and doctrinal aspects. The
choices were “Let’s get together and
create,” “Happiness—a spiritual per-
spective,” “Female disciples of Jesus”
(this needed to be repeated because of
the numbers who chose it), “The pur-
ple bracelet,” “Finding comfort and joy
in the book of Revelation,” “In com-
pany with angels,” “At sea with God,”
“Speak, Lord, your servant is listen-
ing,” “Legend or prophecy?,” “Walk-
ing the labyrinth—pathway to whole-
ness,” “The Tree of Life sacred dance,”
“Dietrich Bonhoffer and Swedenborg,”
“Soul collage: exploring our view of

God,” “How might we worship?,” and
“How do we reach out and engage with
seekers?” Leaders represented various
branches. (Querbeard: “I wish I could

have done all sixteen workshops.”)

Uplifting worship began and ended
every day in cither the Beech Room or
the marquee. Each was led by a group
representing one of the branches. Won-
derful singing accompanied by guitar
was a regular feature.

On Saturday, we went out for the
day by coach to Stratford-upon-Avon.
We visited Mary Arden’s house and
farm, and Anne Hathaway’s cottage.

The Americans were fascinated by the
old buildings and the stories connected
with them. The history was brought
alive by enactors, dressed in the cos-
tumes of Shakespeare’s time and an-
swering questions. Everybody was giv-
en a ticket to Shakespeare’s birthplace
and a £5 note to buy a cream tea. Most
people visited the birthplace; some
walked by the river and visited Holy
Trinity Church, where Shakespeare
was buried; others shopped for gifts,
wandered round the town, and bought
ice-creams. (Overheard: “Aren’t the flow-
ers beautiful and isnt the counsryside
awesome?”)

We returned to Purley, and after
some free time, a traditional “church
social” party with fun and games was
enjoyed by all. We did barn dances;
in teams we portrayed
animals, drew objects
connected to our trip
to Stratford, and cre-
ated amazing hats out
of newspaper, crepe pa-
per, feathers, and other
. craft things, and played
\ “stations” with names of
churches from around
the world. Anne and
i her team created a lovely

buffet meal, which was
laid out in the hall. Before the party
started, people said that they weren't
hungry, but when they saw whar a feast
was provided, their appetites returned!
(Overheard: “Its surprising how they got
us to do things we didn’t want to do and
had such good fun doing them.”)

One of the highlights of the whole
gathering was the Sunday morning
communion. A large table was placed
at one side of the marquee with thir-
teen women sitting on three sides of it.
Alison Longstaff, SHS ordination-path
student, gave che address about the

continues on page 105
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Gathering Leaves
continued from page 103

leaves of the tree for the healing of the
nations. Then twelve women assumed
roles as followers of Jesus such as Mary
of Magdala, the woman who washed Je-
sus’ feer with her tears, and Martha and
Mary. Many felt blessed by chis affirm-
ing and imaginative depiction of these
women. After Jane Sicbert had blessed
the bread and wine, the same women
brought groups up to the table to share
the elements with them. (Overbeard:
“The highlight of the whole weekend was
the Sunday morning worship.”)

In the afternoon there was free
time—some walked by the canal and
the golf course, some learnt to do wa-
tercolours, some walked around the
Purley grounds finding the different
Swedenborg quotations on the trees,
and others slept.

In the evening we admired the art-
work that had been produced; we di-
vided into four groups to portray the

poem “i carry your heart with me” by e
e cummings in music, dance, words, or
art. 'The groups then performed their
productions. Community circle dance
was enjoyed by many and the whole
evening finished with worship. (Over-

heard: “I loved all the dancing.”)

Our final morning arrived with
sunshine. After our last workshop we
gathered for the closing plenary where
we shared the blessings/gifts we had
gained during the event, a common
one being the strong feeling of oneness
we had experienced with each other
and the Lord. We were led on a guid-
ed meditation as we entered the Holy
City. Thanks were expressed to Rita
and the steering group of seven Brit-
ish women who organized the event:
Helen Brown and Hilda Johnson for
the workshops; Mary Duckworth for
the plenaries and opening and closing
worship; Helen Newton for the book-
shop, welcome pack, and the technol-
ogy; Margaret Presland for answering
travel questions; Gwendolen Rowe for
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the artowork; Judith Wilson for the par-
ty and programmes; and Rita Russell
for the marquee, the Stratford day trip,
and chairing the group. Zoe Brooks
(UK) and Lisa Hyace Cooper (USA)
coordinated the money affairs. (Over-
heard: “Its been very well organised and
all our needs have been met.”)

We then left the marquee, walked
to the flowering cherry tree which had
symbolised the Tree of Life, and four
young women planted it. We danced
around it, sang to it and blessed it. We
trust that it will flourish and be a last-
ing symbol of the fellowship, the fun,
the spirituality, the deep sharing, and
the friendship and love felt amongst us.
(Overbeard: “It was incredible, warm
and wonderful.” “Purley had beautiful
Jacilities, great food and clean.” “It was
the best ever.”) B

Philippa Peacock is a member of
the Greenhill New Church in North
London. Rev. Rita Russell is a minister
acting as pastoral locum in Bour-
nemouvth. She has attended all three
Gathering Leaves.

Like a Child

continued from page 98

the mantra, “Thy will be done!” as a re-
minder that we are here to do the Lord’s
work, and thac it is the Lord’s will that
is done. Whenever I start to push ahead
and start trying to control what’s going
on—and [ can feel it when it happens
because things start to get sluggish,
and the hard work doesn’t seem to pro-
duce rewards that are as fulfilling, and
it feels like T have stepped out of the
stream of Divine Providence—so when
I recognize that [ have transferred my
faith from God, to myself, the mantra
“Thy will be done” works to help keep
me humbly focused on where the Lord
is leading me.

In the Arcana we learn that, “In the
heavens the inmost or third heaven
consists of those who are in innocence,
for they are in love to the Lord; and

because the Lord is innocence itself,
therefore they who are there, being
in love to the Lord, are in innocence.
These, although they are the wisest of
all in the heavens, yet appear to others
like little children.” AC 5608.

Working to become like a litcle
child has meant putting my complete
faith in God, putting my life in God’s
hands. When I trust in the Lord, amaz-
ing and miraculous things happen. The
Lord’s Divine Providence led me to
find the Swedenborgian Church, and it
is through the love and support of this
community that I found the courage to
follow the Lord’s call to ordained min-
istry. Trusting in the Lord’s protection
and care allowed me to walk through a
war zone, witnessing to the life of faith
of the people Uganda. The Lord’s call
for my life is now taking me across the
ocean to serve our brothers and sisters
in England, and having faith in the

Lord will continue to bring blessings
beyond imagining.

As we grow and take our place as
adults in this world, it is sometimes
casy to forget that we are still children
of God. For a time I forgot, but the
Lord never left me and never gave up
on me—he will not give up on you.
Our Lord is always there, ready to pro-
vide all that we need to live useful, joy-
ful lives. As I embark on this path to
service to the Lord, I enter in with joy
and with trembling, learning to let go
and trust in God, not knowing what
the future will bring, and yet loving
the possibility of that unknown future.
I ask, as I do every day, for the Lord’s
continued presence and leading in my
life. I am grateful for this presence
which has brought me here today and
which will lead me, as a humble child
guided by a loving parent, into the glo-
rious future. Amen.
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has God called us to do? Who is our
neighbor?—all of it asks that we pause,
that we vision and re-vision, and thar
we make room for our process to in-
clude discerning the Lords leading,
Our search for our future is holy. We
have huge truths, a wonderful message,
and a great faith. We do not go into the
future alone; we go with the Lord.

There will be distractions. There
will be problems that try to usurp the
focus of our work. Reliance on prayer
and spiritual practice will help us keep
moving forward, following the path
that is best for the denomination with-
out being pulled to the sides by smaller
issues.

This year’s convention theme is one
of those “listen to discern” moments.

Are you one of those people who
tends to see a misspelled, misplaced or
misused word in printed material, and
says, “Wait. There’s something not right
about that.” And then you go back and
look carefully to find what your “men-
tal eye” saw? If you are, then you'll un-
derstand that I could be caught by two
words in the Biblical passages that have
been chosen as the basis for this year's
convention theme. The words that
caught me are “flat” and “straight.” So,
I did a little research using three differ-
ent Bible translations:

In the Revised King James version,
in verse 5 of the sixth chapter of Josh-
ua, the Lord says to Joshua, “. . . then
the wall of the city will fall down flac.
And the people shall go up every man
straight before him.” The NRSV Ox-
ford Study Bible states “...and the wall
of the city will fall down flat, and all
the people shall charge straight ahead.”
My third choice, the Good News Bible,
put it this way: “. .. and the city walls
will collapse. Then the whole army will
go straight into the ciry.”

All of the translations agree that
after the seven circuits of the city of
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Cabins are still available for the post-
convention Norwegian Cruise Lines
Alaska/Glacier Bay Cruise round trip
from Seattle, June 28-July 6, 2009.

For prices, payment schedule, and
reservations, email Nancy Apple
(ncapple@yahoo.com). Please indicate
“Alaska Cruise *09” in the subject field.

For details about the cruise, ship, and
cabins, go to http://www.ncl.com and

look up the ship, Norwegian Pearl.

Cruise the Rlaska Coast and Glacier Bay

A refundable deposit of $100 per
person will hold a cabin for you.
Send a check payable to Puget
Sound Swedenborgian Church, c/o
Nancy Apple, 5607-D 204th St. SW,
Lynnwood, WA 98036

Please include names of all passengers
and contact information—phone
numbers & email. Indicate the type

of cabin preferred—inside, outside, or
balcony. All Aboard!

Jericho on the seventh day, and upon
the blowing of the trumpets (or ram’s
horns) and the shouting of the people,
the walls of the city will fall down.
Two translations tell us that they will
fall down flar. All three tell us thar the
people will be able to go “straight into
the city.”

The word “straight” appears several
times in the Bible.

The fortieth chapter of Isaiah has
two casily recognized passages: “Prepare
ye the way of the Lord; make straight
in the desert a highway for our God.”
And “Every valley shall be exalted and
every mountain and hill shall be made
low; and the crooked shall be made
straight and the rough places plain.”

Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John all
refer to the passage from Isaiah in ref-
erence to making the Lord’s path (the
Lord’s “way”) straight.

The psalmist asks the Lord to “Make
thy way straight before my face.”

The passages from Joshua, Chapter
6 that we've used as the theme for this
year's Annual Convention offer the di-
rection that after the walls around Jeri-
cho fall, “. . . the people shall ascend
up every (person) straight before him.”
Later, in Chapter 20, we find thar all
has been accomplished as planned and
the passage ends with, “. . . the peo-
ple went up into the city, every (one)
straight before him, and they took the

H »
city.

Let’s also consider that other word
of interest, “flac.” According to the
text from Joshua, that’s how the walls
of Jericho would fall. In the spiritual,
“Joshua ‘Fit’ the Battle of Jericho,” the
walls “come a-tumblin’ down.” That's
the picture we see, chunks of falling de-
bris. Think about imploding buildings
or the collapse of large concrete things.
There are piles and piles of pieces, some
very large, that are created and one
must do careful climbing to get over
the mounds and mountains of bro-
ken material to get to the other side.
That was not how the walls of Jeri-
cho fell. That wasnt the promise, and
it wasn't the reality. The walls fell flat,
creating an casy way for the people to
go straight into the city.

The important piece of this story is
obedience to the Lord’s leading. As the
children of Israel entered the Promised
Land, they committed themselves to
voluntary cooperation with the Lord.

This whole Jericho story is full of
marvelous correspondential connec-
tions that indicate the Lord’s presence
and the choice of the Israelites to follow
the Lord’s leading. The ark, the trum-
pets of ram’s horn and the shouts of the
people are obedience to the command-
ments, the Lord speaking with the
power of unselfish love, and the voice
of the people indicating consent and
confirmation.

continues on page 108
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General Council Meetings at Convention

Susan Wood-Ashton,
recording secretary

Pre-Convention Meeting

he pre-convention meeting of

General Council was held on
Wednesday, July 1, 2008. During that
session the following items were pre-
sented and discussed:

* The treasurer’s report, presented by
Larry Conant, including updates
from the Investment Committee on
the status of the Common Fund.

* A report on the Council of Minis-
ters meeting by Rev. Andy Stinson,
Chair (see page 97).

* Discussion of a replacement for
Martha Bauer, office manager, who
will be retiring in October, 2009.

* Discussion of the reorganization of
the administrarive structure of Gen-
eral Convention and its volunteer
structure.

* A report on the final payment from
Urbana University on the mortgage
held by General Convention.

* A report from the Swedenborgian
Community.org.

* An update on the status of the deed
to the St. Louis Church. Larry
Conant noted that the matter was
still being researched and prepared
for final action.

* Discussion of the position of
convention worship and music
coordinator.

* Information about the new presi-
dent of Urbana University (see ar-
ticle in the June, 2008 Messenger).

* Discussion of legal issues surround-
ing the Wesley Gray Fund.

* Discussions about the Nartional
Church in Washington, DC.
Corporate Resolutions were signed

for the new MMBB benefits plan, and

a termination document was signed for

the old plan.

Post-Convention Meeting

he post-convention meeting of
General Council was held Sunday,
July 6, 2008. New members Rev. Su-
sannah Currie and Rev. Randy Laakko

were welcomed to the Council.

Appointments Council affirmed the
following appointments to boards and
committees:

* Investment Committee: Larry
Conant, Rev. Susannah Currie, Dan
Dyer, John C. Perry, Peter D. Toor,
and Chris Laitner, ex-officio as pres-
ident. Appointments are for one
year.

* Wayfarers Chapel Board of Trustees:
Robert Carr for this second term
and Grace Sudden for her first term.
Both terms are for three years, expir-
ing in 2011.

* Retirement Committee: No  ap-
pointment was made. Appointment
will be affirmed at a later conference
call meeting.

Wayfarers Chapel The auditor’s re-

port was distributed; it was noted that

the suggestions in the management let-
ter had already been implemented.

National Council Of Churches Gen-

eral Council voted to appoint Mary

Ann Fischer and Rev. Doug Moss as

representatives, along with Chris Lait-

ner, who will act as head of commu-

nion. Further discussion included hav-
ing the chair of the Council of Minis-
ters serve as ecumenical officer to act
as spokesperson for theological issues.
Further discussion and action was
scheduled for the November meeting
of General Council,

Wesley Gray Fund General Council
voted nor to respond to the comphaint
by the Boston Society of the New Jeru-
salem to remove General Council and
the Standing Committee of the Massa-
chusetts New Church Union from the
Wesley Gray bequest.

Authorized Signers Council approved
the new signers on all convention bank
accounts to be Martha Bauer, Chris-
tine Laitner, Susannah Currie, Su-
san Wood-Ashton, Gina Peracchi and
Rene Hellenbrecht. (All checks must

be countersigned.)

New Church Of The Southwest Des-
ert Council received a request to pro-
vide a means of funding the purchase of
Swedenborgian books for a library and
free distribution for the New Church
of the Southwest Desert. The Council
suggested it contact the Philadelphia
Book Room Fund for assistance.
Support Units The president will pro-
vide written information to members
of General Council appointed to con-
tact support units to begin their review
of purpose.

Annvual Corporation Meeling of the
New Church Theological School

(Swedenborgian House of Studies at Pacific School of Religion)

Loraine Cuthbertson, clerk

Chair’s Report
ev. Jane Siebert, Chair of the
oard of Trustees, was unable to
attend the meeting and provided this
report to Rev. Bob Leas to present:
[ regret that I am not with you this

year. | was unable to get time off for
both the Annual Convention in Bos-
ton and Gathering Leaves in Britain.
have had a lifelong goal to see England
and Scotland, and so I have to miss
Convention in Boston. This in no way
discounts the work of Convention and

continues on page 109




President's Address
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The backstory of this incident iden-
tifies Jericho as a ciry inhabited by
a selfish, idolatrous people who had
taken a place of inherent goodness and
profaned it. We need to eradicate this
worship of things and move back to the
spiritual center of being in worship.

We all have some Jericho mo-
ments. But this story tells us that we
can, through coming into conjunc-
tion with the Lord, cause the walls to
fall flar so that we can move forward,
straight, and unimpeded into the
city to rid it (and ourselves) of evils.
Marching around Jericho once each
day for six days, and then seven times
on the seventh day is a process of re-
generation. We practice, and then we
reach the place where we fully enter
into a new state, where we have com-
pleted a process and have moved for-
ward to a next place.

It is necessary to take the time to
pause, to pray for guidance, to listen
for the voice of the Lord’s leading.
Two very different examples will help
to illustrate the spiritual benefits of

Position Search
Announcement
Executive Editor of the

Swedenborg Foundation

The Executive Editor is the chief
operations officer who, under
the direction of the board, su-
pervises and coordinates a small
professional staff in carrying out
the pregrams of the Sweden-
borg Foundation.

The search is currently underway
and will continue until the posi-
tion is filled.

Interested parties should con-
tact the chairperson of the
search committee, James Law-
rence, at jlawrence@psr.edu or
510-849-8232,

pausing.

Dr. Livingston was traveling into
the interior of Africa and had several
native bearers who were accompany-
ing him to carry the variety of goods
he was bringing to his work. The native
bearers were more than able to main-
tain the pace that Livingston set, but it
became apparent that over the course
of the journey, the bearers would just
sit down—not move forward—and, no
matter what the recriminations were,
they would just “wait.” After some pe-
riod of time, they would stand up and
continue on the journey. Upon ques-
tioning as to why this was occurring,
the answer came.

“We are traveling far from our
homes. We are in a strange place. It is
important that we stop every so often
in order to let our souls catch up, so
that we can again be whole.”

I have a book called From Cre-
scendos to Diminuendos (by Jack
Coleman) rthat identifies musical
“tempo and feeling” words to de-
scribe moments that are spiritual.
A fermata is a marking that indicates
a pause. It’s indicated by a sign placed
over or under the note, rest, or chord.
The use of this pause is a performer’s
choice. The pause can be taken or
not, and can be as long as he or she
decides. This pause is a very useful
tool for musicians in that if offers a
variation in movement and intensity.
Spiritually, this affirms the reality that
we must allow God to speak to us in a
state of receptiveness and calm. The re-
sult—the time affer the fermata—will
be new cnergies, new beginnings, and
new experience.

Over the next twelve to eighteen
months, we will be establishing more
accessiblc and quickly responsive agen-
cies to assist our denominational mem-
bers. We are researching the best way
to identify and keep a solid base of
trained volunteers in order to assure
timely responsiveness. Because we are
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a small denomination that does not
have within its ranks experts in all ar-
eas of church management, leadership,
and process, we often call upon profes-
sional church facilitation and informa-
tion organizations such as the Alban
[nstitute.

It is noteworthy thar this organiza-
tion, after nearly thirty years of profes-
sional leadership service to all types of
churches, has concluded that program
and technical-specific training will
not solve most of the issues that local
churches face. It now recognizes that
active, vital, growing congregational
life must be based on a combination
of spiritual practices including prayer,
theological reflection, generosity, shap-
ing community, hospitality, and lead-
ership. Simply establishing a new pro-
gram will not support new growth and
strength in a church. Living those spir-
itual practices out into the community
will. We must do that!

When I became the president of our
church four years ago, someone said
to me that the only thing that seemed
to be left to do was to “rearrange the
deck chairs on the Titanic” Obviously
we were sinking and dying as a church.
Thankfully, I have learned from a va-
riety of professional readings and con-
ferences that we are not the only de-
nomination feeling this way. It's not
“about us” specifically; it’s a paradigm
shift for nearly all of the churches of
our time. We are not dying, but we do
need to look at ways to renew and re-
vive our use as a church in this century.
Our Swedenborgian House of Studies
and our Council of Ministers are doing
this, and the denomination as a kind
of loosely-knit, overarching structure
is beginning the process. We are at a
threshold.

Continuing to follow the meta-
phor of the Titanic—a ship that we all
know sank in 1912 with a great loss of
life—TI'll share an idea from Diana But-
ler-Bass, who has researched and writ-
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ten abour the revitalization of mainline
churches over the past several years.
She asks that rather than use the Zitan-
ic metaphor, we recast the story using

the Mayflower.

All who were aboard the Tiran-
ic knew that she was sinking, so the
work was to make certain that some
people were able to get to lifeboats, to
pay some attention to the ship to see
whether it could be made seaworthy, to
contact ships that might come to pick
up survivors, but primarily it was a
work to save a few—knowing that the
rest would perish. There was a sense of
urgency, confusion, and fear.

There was also a sense of urgency,
confusion, and fear on the Mayflower.
It had been blown off course in a storm,
a huge percentage of its passengers and
crew had died, and it was headed into
totally unknown, uncharted areas with
winter coming, The leaders of the ship
chose 1o plan for landfall—unknown
land that it was—by preparing docu-
ments to order life and to figure out
how to create a community in what-
ever land they found themselves.

One group tried to patch the holes
but recognized the inevitable loss,
while the other group, pretty much
awaiting death, planned for the future
of its group in an entirely new, un-
known setting,

Current thinking indicates that we
should always look to our past—tell
our stories—in order to have a firm
grounding for moving forward. We
need to remember, to celebrate, and to
learn from our history in order to see
our future. We need to pause—much
as the Children of Israel paused at Gil-
gal between crossing the Jordan River
and arriving at Jericho to create their
altar and affirm their allegiance to the
Lord’s leading. We need to ask the
Lord’s help as we outline our future.
Yes, there are some things that we our-
selves can do to make the organization
run more smoothly and responsively,

but, as a church, as a denomination,
we need to take the time to prayerfully
seek guidance as to our next steps in
the world.

Brian McLaren has spoken about
the rings of a felled tree. Each new
ring encompasses every ring that has
gone before. Without that which has
preceded it, there is no new thing.
Daniel Boorstin, an historian, who has
stated that amnesia is as detrimental to
society as to an individual, goes on to
say that, “Trying to plan for the future
without a sense of the past is like trying
to plant cut flowers.”

As members of the Swedenborgian
Church, we know that the process of
regeneration is ongoing. I firmly be-
lieve that that principle applies to our
work as a church in the world. We are
changing. We arc not gone; we are
alive and of interest to people in this
century. We all, whether individuals,
local churches, other ministries, de-
nominational boards, or committees,
ministers, or elected officials—we af/
must continue to promote who we are
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and what we offer in the world today.
We must know, promote and love our
church!

The book that is a kind of definitive
history of our church, The New Church
in the New World, by Marguerite Block,
ends in the 1930s. The Rev. Dr. Rob-
ert Kirven wrote an “epilogue” to bring
the book into the 1980s. At the end of
Dr. Kirven's epilogue we find this state-
ment regarding our own General Con-
vention of Swedenborgian Churches:
“. . . the shape and future of Conven-
tion remains a process of formation.”

The process of formation is what
we're all about; it’s what we believe in.
We know that change is essential to
improvement. We know that regenera-
tion is a principle of life.

And so, let us move forward on the
straight path given to us by the Lord
who causes walls to fall down flar.
Prayerfully, joyfully, and with solid
purpose, let’s move forward, walking
in the light of God.

—Christine Laitner

SHS Annual Meeting

continued from page 107

the importance of the Corporation
meeting, and thank you to those who
are here.

My thanks to Bob Leas for his will-
ingness to chair the meeting and deliv-
er this report to you.

First, 1 applaud the work of the
trustees in their visioning and contin-
ued dedication to their work. We have
a fine team.

Second, we are blessed to have Jim
Lawrence at the helm of this ever
changing institution. He epitomizes
what it means 1o be the dean of the
Swedenborgian House of Studies.
When I googled “dean,” the definicion
was, “one who manages the whole in-
stitution or a department, faculty, or
group of students.” Jim’s is not an ei-

ther/or job, but rather a both/and job.
He does it all, and he manages to do it
all well,

Third, when Kim Hinrichs came
back to serve SHS, we all rejoiced. And
now she has been accepted into the
doctoral program at the Graduate
Theological Union. With this addition
to the staff, I can truly say, “All is well
at SHS—your institution dedicated to
train the leaders of our denomination
and your institution to turn to for your
own training and exploration of your
spirituality.”

Fourth, thanks to many of you here
who are our financial supporters. This
has been a banner year for our fund
raising. Your support shows your confi-
dence in what we are doing and the di-
rection in which we are headed. Thank

you. .
continues on page 110
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Communion
continued from page 112

be prepared to speak as that female dis-
ciple while we shared communion. Ev-
ery woman chose a different disciple.

As we gathered around the rtable
with the communion elements, the
women put scarves around their necks
or over their heads. A hush came over
the rest of the 30 plus women gathered
from the New Church Conference in
England and the General Church in
the US and England. Each disciple
participant spoke from her heart about
what Jesus meant to her and why she
chose to follow him. Tears flowed. Eyes
were opened. Hearts were full.

I shared communion with the 12
women gathered around the table,
and then each disciple went out and
brought two or three to the table and
offered them communion.

It is hard to explain just what hap-
pened that Sunday morning at Purley
Chase in England, and why it touched
all of us so deeply. Some said, “I have
come to love Jesus as never before.”
Others said, “I feel whole, complete,
and so loved by Jesus.” One woman
told me, “I will take this image to my
grave.” And another, “This is the most
significant thing that has happened.”

As I have reflected on the scene, |
believe that the image that 1 carry of
communion was made whole. Sweden-
borg teaches us that we have all the 12
disciples within each of us. We have

Election Report 2008

Mareta Tafel

* Vice-president (one year term): Jim Erickson

o Recording secretary (one year term): Susan Wood-Ashton

o Treasurer (one year term): Rev. Susannah Currie

* General Council lay member (3 year term): Deane Currie, Herb Ziegler
o General Council clergy member (3 year term): Rev. Randy Laalkko
 Communication Support Unit (3 year term): Rev. Sage Currie

* Education Support Unit (3 year term): Rev. John Maine

* Financial and Physical Resources Support Unit (3 year term): Barbara Halle
o Information Managemenc Support Unit (3 year term): Dagmar Bollinger
* Ministries Support Unit (3 year term): Deb Smith, Gloria Toot

* Ministries Support Unit (1 year unexpired term): Rev. Jun-chol Lee

» Committee on Admission into the Ministry lay member (3 year term):

* Board of Trustees of the Swedenborgian House of Studies (1-year term): Lisa Oz;
(2-year term): Thomas Neuenfeldt; (3 year term): Bill Coffman,
Jennifer Lindsay, Rev. Jane Siebert, Rev. Kathy Speas

» Nominating Committee (5 year term): Mary Ann Fischer

the boldness of Peter, the love of John,
the doubting of Thomas, and even the
betrayal of Judas. Now I know there is
more. I also have the business of Mar-
tha, the devotion of Mary, the adora-
tion of the woman that bathed Jesus'
feet with her tears, and the generos-
ity of the poor widow that gave all she
had.

And I know in my heart Jesus would
not have left the women out of this
momentous occasion. They may have
been written out of the scripture, but
they could not be written out of Jesus’

heart. &

Rev. Jane Siebert is a chaplain living
in Pretty Prairie, Kansas.

SHS Annual Meeting

continued from page 109
Dean's Report

After a seven-year cycle of the SHS
program in Berkeley, the school had,
in one sense, come full circle. Whereas,
when the school moved from Boston
to Berkeley in 2001 there were no stu-
dents continuing in the program, the
same is true again—there will be no
continuing students this fall semester

in Berkeley. But there’s a big difference:
there are still going to be ten students;
it is just that they live in ten different
parts of the country.

Counting this year’s two graduates,
SHS has produced 19 trained profes-
sionals for work in the world since
coming to Berkeley, and the harvest
should continue in new ways. The
school and faculty are now striving
to find new ways to provide distance

and dispersed learning in ways that are
rich and effective. Many more students
are training for ways of working other
than primarily a parish setting, espe-
cially chaplaincy ministry.

The mission statement of SHS com-
prises two objectives in addition to pre-
paring consecrated leaders for ordained
ministry: developing and engaging
new scholarship on Swedenborg and
Swedenborgian thought and spiritual-
ity, and sharing its resources with the
church and world. These are both ex-
citing and a demanding objectives, but
these are exciting times for Sweden-
borgian scholarship. The major areas
of focus are in historical studies, theol-
ogy, and spiritualicy. The last objective
of sharing resources with the world is
the aim of the newest initiative at the
school, the Qutreach Program, where
the new director of outreach, Rev. Kim
Hinrichs, has made much progress.
Thanks to the staff, faculty, board, do-
nors, churches and camps who work
with the students, and the students.

Financial Report

In the treasurer’s absence, Herb
Ziegler presented the June 30, 2007
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Passages

Baptism

Jackson Earl McBernie, son of Joan
and Brian McBernic and grandson of
Jean Cressy, was baptized into the Chris-
tian faith at Fryeburg New Church in
Fryeburg, Maine on June 1, 2008, Rev.
Dr. Bob Bossdorf officiating.

Deaths

Rev. Reynalds E. Bécherel passed into
the spiritual world on May 17, 2008
in Ottawa, Ontario at age 95. He was
minister of the Toronto New Church
Society in the late 1940s and 1950s,
and later was a translator for the Ca-
nadian federal government. Reynalds
was an active member of the QOttawa
New Church group (General Church).
Reynalds was born in Mauritius, in the
Indian Ocean, the son of Rev. Corne-
lius Bécherel and his wife, Félicie Ger-
main. He leaves behind his wife Mary,

his daughter Jennifer, and his grand-
daughter Marisa.

Michael Lee Cowen, age 30, died May
17, 2008 after a courageous struggle
with life-long health issues. Born Au-
gust 11, 1977, he was the beloved son
of Albert and Karen Cowen, brother of
Johnny, Chris, and Naomi Cowen and
Uncle of Destini, DeAndre, and Alicia
Nicole Cowen. He was also the God-
son of John and Bev Titus. The Cow-
ens are long-time members of the Ur-
bana Swedenborgian Church. Rev. Re-
nee Machiniak led a memorial service
in celebration of Michaels life on May
24, 2008 in Urbana, Ohio. Although
Michael’s life was short, he was a pub-
lished author of poetry, did acting and
modeling (see RealmKomiks.com),
and was one term away from graduat-
ing with a degree in health informacion
technology.

Marguerite “Margie” Heath Osgood
passed away on June 1, 2008 at the

audited financial report. After discus-
sion, it was approved.

Nominating Committee
Report
The chair presented the following
slate of candidates for the Board of
Trustees:
» Lisa Oz (1-year unexpired term)
» Thomas Neuenfelde (2-year unexpired
term)
* Rev. Kathy Speas
* Jennifer Lindsay
There being no nominations from
the floor, the members voted to direct
the clerk to cast a single ballot for the
nominecs to be elected members of the
Board of Trustees.

Commencement

Inesc Radzins delivered a com-
mencement speech to the members.
The dean and chair conferred SHS
Certificates to the graduates, Catherine
Lauber and Judith Vandergrift. £

Psaim 23

continued from page 99

ence of mine enemies: thou anointest
my head with oil; my cup runneth
over.”

To walk through the valley of the
shadow of death with only a rod or
staff is, to me, like facing the unknown.
To face the unknown makes me faint-
hearted, and that is what it feels like
to let go of our own direction, nega-
tive concepts, and ideas. Those enemies
are within and without. We trust in the
Lord to lead us and to protect us, and
then to turn everything over to him
and to trust in the fullness of his love.
The 23 Psalm releascs us from the fear
and anguish of those black places and
egoistic things are let go.

“Surely goodness and mercy shall
follow me all the days of my life: and I
will dwell in the house of the LORD for-
ever.” Now, [ have all I want and need.
I do and I will, free to do his will.

September 2008 R

Fryeburg Health Care Center in Frye-
burg, Maine. Interment was at Pine
Grove Cemetery in Fryeburg, Rev.
Ken Turley officiating. She was prede-
ceased by her husband, Bub Osgood,
and granddaughter, Rachel Osgood.
She is survived by her children, Deb-
bic Urgese, Paula Sirna, and Timothy
Osgood, and nine grandchildren.

Council of Ministers
continued from page 97

lem of the United Kingdom, and who
has completed a full course of study
at the Swedenborgian House of Stud-
ies, be ordained into our ministry, and
that her name, after ordination, to be
placed on our roll of ministers.

At her own request, supported by
the approval of her plan of ministry by
the Council of Ministers, and on the
recommendation of the Committee on
Admission into the Ministry, the Coun-
cil of Ministers recommended that M.
Judith Vandergrift, whose ordination
has been requested by The New Jeru-
salem Church in Pawnee Rock, Kansas
and who has completed a full course of
study at the Swedenborgian Housc of
Studies, be ordained into our ministry,
and that her name, after ordination, to
be placed on our Roll of Ministers. %

Now, I think of the 23" Psalm as an
affirmation and regeneration mantra.
For me, the message of this Psalm is the
opposite of grief. Instead, it is a song of
increasing trust, hope, comfort, peace,
and more than anything, faith.

The Psalm is the source of my
strength and my comfort that my good
shepherd is looking after me and my
needs and protecting me from the neg-
ative within and without as long as I
stay surrendered to is will.

May the Lord be praised. Thanks be

to God. 3¢
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About the
Swedenborgian Church

Emanuel Swedenborg was
born January 29, 1688 in Stock-
holm, Sweden. Although he
never intended a church de-
nomination to be founded
or named after him, a soci-
ety was formed in London 15
years after his death.

American groups eventu-
ally founded the General
Convention of Swedenbor-
gian churches. As a result of
Swedenborg'’s spiritual ques-
tionings and insights, we as
a church exist to encourage
that same spirit of inquiry and
personal growth, to respect
differences in views, and to
accept others who may have
different traditions.

Swedenborg shared in his
theological writings a view of
God as infinitely . loving and
at the very center of our be-
ings, a view of life as a spiritual
birthing as we participate in
our own creation, and a view
of Scripture as a story of inner
life stages as we learn and
grow. Swedenborg said, “All
religion relates to life, and the
life of religion is to do good.”
He also felt that the sincerest
form of worship is a useful life.

A Different Image of
Communion

by Jane Siebert

When I was asked to lead commu-
nion for Gathering Leaves 2008 in
England, I wanted to offer something spe-
cial for the 45 women gathered to honor
our Swedenborgian tradition. A picture
came to mind that hangs in the basement
of our church in Pretty Prairie. It is the
traditional picture that you see where Jesus
shares The Last Supper with his disciples.
The interesting thing about this picture is
that a couple of
thediscipleslook [
more like wom-
en than men. § :
And, one might (RN

ponder, maybe |
they were.

In Marcthew, *
concerning the Lord’s Supper it says, “Je-
sus was reclining at the table with the
Twelve.” Mark mentions the 12 disciples
and Luke refers to Jesus and his apostles.

The correspondence of 12 is all things of

faith, the most complete number. His-
torically, we have the image of Jesus and
12 men at The Last Supper. However, we
know that Jesus had many female dis-
ciples, and I can't imagine Jesus inviting

qnly the men to share in that most impor- .

eptember 2008

tant of all meals.

So I took a little liberty and thought
about focusing on the female disci-
ples for our communion at Gathering
Leaves. I researched a bit about those
listed in the scripture as disciples and
others that many agree were Jesus’ dis-
ciples, and came up with a list of 12;
there were many more, but I wanted to
stay with twelve due to its correspon-
dential significance.

My list included Mary of Magdala,
Mary and Martha, Susannah, Joanna,
Salome (mother of James and John),
the widow of Nain, the woman bent
double, the woman taken in adultery,

the woman who anointed Jesus’ feet,
the widow that gave two coins, and the
woman at the well in Samaria. I sent
the list out to the 11 women I knew
were coming from General Convention
and our host Rita Russell. (Three more
women ended up coming from Con-
vention at the last moment.) I asked
each woman to select one of the dis-
ciples with whom she resonated and to

continues on page 110
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