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‘A new dawn is breaking and a new age, the Age of Spirit, is fast coming upon us . . . a
sizeable portion of bumanity is steadily turning towards the light of the spirit.” —Sai Baba

Greater Things Than These...

Eric Allison

big part of what has made

Swedenborgians unique in the
Christian world is our belief that a
spiritual Second Coming of Christ is
happening at this very moment. That is
changing. People of virtually every
religion believe that the world is taking
a significant step toward new ways of
living and of perceiving reality itself.
Ask yourself, how is your belief in a
spiritual Second Coming related to
what is happening in the world today?
What particular events or even people
do you sce as signs of the increasing
presence of the Lord in the world?

Swedenborg makes clear that we are
spiritually evolving as a species, but |
hadn’t thought much about how or if
human beings are changing. Are we
seeing signs of that evolution right
now? Presumably some of these
changes would challenge our current
beliefs in what people are capable of
doing. Jesus said, “greater things than
these will you do.” I know I haven’t
been doing any of those “greater
things,” and I have always been
suspicious when I heard or read of
some guru or avatar who supposedly
was doing the “greater things.”

I’'m not aware of any rule that says
God must first manifest these changes
in the western world, and so my inner
inquiry led me to consider the living
spiritual saints and sages of India. I've
generally dismissed these accounts as
the tales you always hear from India. |
confess I never gave them much
credibility.

The Indian mystic and writer, Sri
Aurabindo, prophesied that on
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November 23, 1926, “supra-mental
consciousness” for the human race
would begin. He said that on that day
someone would be born who would
represent the beginning of this change.
On the old Hindu calendar that was
the “never declining, very-full year.”
This day traditionally celebrated the
god of great blessing, Siva. There was
also at this time an unusual alignment
of the stars, so everyone in the village
of Puttparthi was chanting when the
sun’s first rays shone on the purple
rocks beyond the Hitravati River. It
was at that moment in Pedda Raju’s
house that Satyanarayana (Sai Baba)
was born. Raised as a Hindu in a
modest home, he was 15 years old
when he told his family and
community that he was an incarnation
of the Muslim holy man named Sai
Baba of Shirdi, who had died eight
years before Sai Baba’s birth. From
that time on the person known now as
Sai Baba has healed people and
performed miracles on a daily basis.

¢ is the guru I selected as the

focus of my search for a person
who is doing “greater things.” I knew
of Sai Baba only because a member of
my congregation, Ella Erickson, told
me of her fanuastic visits to the ashram.
I had to sce for myself if he was doing
“the greater things.”

I read some of the teachings of Sai
Baba and found myself in agreement
with virtually everything he wrote. His
writings are, as we say, “very Sweden-
borgian” but with an Indian twist. He
believes as do most Indians that we are
now in the Kali Yuga. A Yuga is a five
thousand year period. The Kali Yuga 1s

the “Great Day.”( Second Coming )
He does not just teach and work
miracles on individuals. He has also
built two huge “super specialty
hospitals,” two universities, two
ashrams—one of which can house as
many as ten thousand people—and he
has started numerous schools. I felt
compelled to take the plunge and go on
a spiritual adventure to the much-
maligned, much-revered and much-
visited subcontinent of India. Or so 1
thought. At the ashram, they said,
“You did not come because you wanted
to, you came here because Swami
wanted you to come.” It took
everything within me to put on hold
my doubts and western views of gurus
and open myself up to the experiences
and convictions of the sixty million
people who follow Sai Baba.

I stayed in a modest hotel ($6.00 a
day) near the ashram in White Field

(Continned on page 83)
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GUEST EDITORIAL

President’s
Report

his has been a very busy and

productive year as your president.
Many exciting things have happened,
to be sure. But there have also been a
few sad events of note. T'll begin this
report with a list of my travels,
followed by several points that I want
to highlight for you.

2002-2003
Meetings and Visits

July 27-Aug. 4:
Almont New Church Assembly,
Almont Michigan
Aug. 11:
Church of the Good Shepherd,
Kitchener, Ontario
Aug, 22-25:
Wayfarers Chapel Board mecting,
Palos Verdes, California
Aug. 29-Sept. 1:
MINSU meetings, LaPorte, Indiana
Sept. 5-13:
British Conference ministers
meetings, and preached at the
Birmingham New Church
Sept. 19-22:
Cabinet meeting, Cincinnati, Ohio
Sept. 24:
Toured Hobart & Smith Colleges,
Geneva, New York
Sept. 29:
Elmwood New Church,
Elmwood, Mass.
Oct. 3-6:
Pacific Coast Association Meeting,
Long Beach, California
Oct. 11-13:
F. Bob Tafel's retirement party and
installation service for Sarah Buteux,
Cambridge, Mass.
Oct. 15-16:
CAM meetings, Berkeley, California
Oct. 18-20:
EDSU, Kitchener, Ontario
Oct. 23-27:
General Council meeting,
Temenos Retreat Center, Pennsylvania
Nov. 7-10:
SHS Board meetings,
Berkeley, California
Nov. 13:
Toured St. Jerome’s College,
Waterloo, Ontario
Now. 16:
Investment Committee,
Newton, Mass.

Nov. 17:
New York Church sanctuary
rededication, New York City

Nov. 22-25:
Church of the Holy City cross tower
dedication, Edmonton, Alberta

Dec. 22-24:
Church of the Good Shepherd
worship and Christmas Eve services

Jan. 8-12:
Wayfarers Chapel Board mecting,
Palos Verders, California
Jan. 13-15:
Lay Leadership Program meeting,
Berkeley, California
Jan. 17-19:
New York Church Board and
congregational meeting, New York City
Jan. 25-26:
Cleveland Swedenborgian Church
Jan. 31-Feb. 3:
New Church of Southwest Florida,
Ft. Myers, Florida
Feb. 7-9:
Central Office and Boston church
Feb. 13-17:
COM Executive Committee,
Pacific Palisades, California
Mar. 7-10:
Meeting with the Boston congregation,
General Council conference call, and
Wilma Wake installation.
Boston and Portland, Maine
Mar. 12-16:
MINSU, Palos Verdes, California
Mar. 17-20:
CAM, Berkeley, California
Mar. 28-30:
Meeting with New York Church Board
and congregation, and met with
several members of the Church of the
Little Grain, Brooklyn, New York
Apr. 3-6:
SHS Board meeting,
Berkeley, California
Apr. 12-14:
Eric Hoffman installation,
St. Paul, Minnesota
Apr. 17-21:
Pretty Prairic Maundy Thursday service,
Pawnee Rock Good Friday, Easter
sunrise, and Easter Sunday worship
services, Kansas
Apr. 25-27:
Transitions retreat and Kristofer Lange
baptism, Almont, Michigan
May 3:
Investment Committee,
Newton, Mass.
May 11:
Church of the Good Shepherd,
Kitchener, Ontario
May 15-18:
Wayfarers Chapel Board meeting,
Palos Verdes, California

June 14-15:
Urbana Church and meeting with
Dr. Robert Head, Urbana, Ohio

Items of Note’

o Our church in LaPorte, Indiana has
been able to purchase the former Red
Cross building, which is right behind
the church. This provides them with a
minister’s apartment, church office,
bookroom, and additional meeting
space and parking that will help in
expanding their ministry to this
community.

e It was wonderful to welcome Eric
Hoffman back into our active ministry
during his installation service at our
church in St. Paul, Minnesota, and to
meet the 10-12 new members of the
congregation!

o A special weekend of celebration
took place in Cambridge in October
when the congregation hosted F. Bob
Tafel’s retirement party and installed
Sarah Buteux as their new pastor. |
was honored to speak at both events.
The congregation continues to work
on fundraising for the purchase of the
chapel.

(Continned on page 93)
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Greater Things Than These... were gooseflesh-producing stories all

(Continued from cover)

outside of Bangalore. For the first
week I thought perhaps 1 had finally
lost it. I was in India trying to get a
handle on why six to twelve thousand
people gathered every day just to
watch this old Indian man walk
through the crowd for about twenty
minutes. The reason they all got up at
four or five in the morning to stand or
sit in line for two to three hours was
the hope that he would pick them for a
private interview. The conviction held
by all was that Sai Baba (or Swami, as
he is affectionately called), would heal
them. If 1t was cancer, he would cure it.
If it was emotional distress, he would
heal it. Many of them believe that he is
actually God in the flesh and that there
1s nothing he cannot do. Yes, I did say
God with a capitol G. They believe he
is God much in the same way that
Christians believe that Jesus is God.
As the days passed by, I became ab-
sorbed by the spiritual power of
being with so many people who love
God. I began to feel at home there, and
changes happened within me that are
hard to describe. I had never spent four
hours every day in prayer before. I had
never chanted with thousands of
people as a regular discipline. I had
never been in an atmosphere where
men and women were not secking a
partner. The focus was on Spirit, not
the flesh. It was the dirtiest and smelli-
est holy place I had ever been in. But
that did not matter and no one com-
plained, for that was external and the
people were there for something more
internal than they had ever had before.
Most evenings, many people in the
building where I was staying would
gather on the rooftop to enjoy the sun-
set, eat dinner, bask in the warm
evening air and share their spiritual
journeys. There was lots of laughter,
lots of tears and a great willingness to
share. Discussions were not
intellectually challenging. They were
from the heart and there was abso-
lutely no pressure to believe or be
converted. People just shared how God
was real for them, and that was mostly
through the person of Sai Baba. These

about the “greater things.” Here are
just a few of the stories I heard:

Two years ago, Katherine had come
from Germany seeking God through Sai
Baba. After a stay of several months she
had to go back to Germany. She wanted
very much to believe from first-hand ex-
perience that Sai Baba was the avatar of
the age, the incarnation of Siva and Ram
But Katherine had not had the coveted
“private interview” with Sai Baba, and she
longed to have the secure faith of those
who had witnessed his miraculous pow-
ers. Before departing for her home, she
prayed to Baba saying “ shower me with
your love, then I will know that you are
real. Just shower me with your love.” In
her own words she said “I took the train to
Bombay and went to the Sai Center there.
After the morning Darshan ended, I was
left with more than twelve hours of waiting
before my flight was to take off. There were
some temples | wanted to go to in the city,
but I only had two bundred rupees left. A
calr driver at the center offered to take me
around even though I told bim I had only a
little money and it wonldn’t be worth it for
bim. He said he would take me wherever 1
wanted to go and be took me all over the
city. He even sat with me on the steps of a
temple for two hours waiting for it to open.
After a long day of touring which went well
into the night, be dropped me off at the air-
port. I thanked him and gave bim the little
money I had . I looked at him, somewhat
bewildered as to why be would do so much
Jor me and I asked bim, ‘why wonld you do
this for me when all I can give you is two
bundred rupees?’ The driver
looked at me and said ‘I just wanted to
shower you with my love.” I knew then that
Baba bad heard my prayer and that be
loved me.”

(7 N
”Whatboes' matter how
God is 7 1f you
believe in your heart that
God s alive in the world
then you will see him
wemwbemlfvoubon't,
YOU Won't see
matterwbatbeboea
You will not see the

atherine’s story is typical of those

who say that Sai Baba has answered
their prayers through another person,
but stories have a very wide variety of
categories. For example many people
have seen Sai Baba “materialize” things.
That is, he reportedly makes things ap-
pear from thin air. With my own eyes |
saw “Vibouhti” come out of his palm.
It is a Hindu sacred ash. Often people
in private interviews are given a ring.
He simply reaches into the air and
pulls out a diamond ring which always
fits perfectly. I heard of one man who
went to a jeweler to have his watch
repaired but the jeweler was only inter-
ested in the ring the man had been
given by Swami. The jeweler told him
that he had never seen a stone sct like
that. No glue was used and he could
not find anything that was holding the
stone in place. He added that rings had
not been made that way for over a
thousand years.

There is another account of a man
who agreed to sell his ring to a jeweler.
As he was in the act of handing over
the ring, it disappeared.

here are the thousands of pcople

who say that Swami has appeared
to them in their own country while Sai
Baba was actually in India. Even more
amazing is lining up the dates and
times of visitations to discover simul-
tancous appearances in more than one
location. A woman in Colorado saw
Swami jump behind the wheel of her
car while she flew into the back seat.
He drove her car through a monster
storm saving her from an accident. At
the very same moment people in other
locations around the world saw Swami
intervening for them. One man was
drowning himself in the ocean off Sri
Lanka when he saw the bushy-headed
figure clad in an orange robe walk
across the water to pluck him from the
sea and carry him to the shore.

Perhaps the most extraordinary case
was the man from Australia who was
having an interview with Swami when
word came that his wife was gravely ill
back home. Swami asked him what he
wanted. He said that he wanted 1o be
with his wife. At that moment Swami
created a wall and asked the man to

(Continued on page 84)
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Greater Things Than These...
(Continued from page 83)

step through it. The man stepped
through the wall into his wife’s hospital
room in Australia. So it goes. Just
when I thought I had heard the wildest
story of them all someone would tell
me another. Skeptic and cynic though I
am, I knew that these stories were not
invented. Not surprisingly, there are
even two well-documented accounts of
Sai Baba raising the dead. [ protested
to someone, “I don’t care what story
you tell me, I will never believe that Sai
Baba is God. I simply can’t. How can
God be in one five foot tall Indian
man?” 1 taped the response: “The is-
sues you have about believing in him
are the same issues you have about
believing in Jesus, really believing. If
you really believed, with God all things
are possible, then you would believe
this. What does it matter how God is
manifested? If you believe in your
heart that God is alive in the world
then you will see him everywhere. If
you don’t, you won’t see him no mat-
ter what he does. You will not see the
greater things.”

mulled over the comment. I

thought about how much of this
may just be my own cultural bias. In
India people have no trouble believing
in miracles. They just accept it as real-
ity. We believe in angels. We believe
that God is everywhere all the time. We
believe that God intervenes by using
angels to help us. Could there be living
angels who help us? Maybe Sai Baba is
a new kind of person. He is just one of
the first ones for us to see and that’s
why it is so hard to believe.

One final story. [ met Frederick
from Austria who had been at the
ashram for five years. He grew up in
Austria as a Christian. I asked him how
this all fits in with his Christian faith.

“I’m still a Christian,” he said. I
asked, “do you still pray to Jesus?”

“Not normally. God has any num-
ber of forms and names. To reach God
you have to choose for yourself one
name. I pray to Baba. Baba says it is
like being in the desert. If you are go-
ing to find water, you have to focus on
one spot and dig down deep.”

I asked, “Do you think Baba can
hear the prayers of everyone who is
praying to him all at one ime?”

“Yes, he can hear everyone’s prayers
at once. I know this is true. He comes
to people in dreams and gives them the
answer and he does this to many people
with answers to different questions all
at the same time.”

protested “But he is only one

person.”

“He is not just a person. He has
taken on a body but he is not the body.
He says that the body is like putting on
a dress. It is very temporary. When you
are done using it, you take it off.

I asked, “Do you think that he is the
reincarnation of Jesus? ¢

“I know that many people come
here believing in Jesus, and when they
see Baba for the first time they see
Jesus. He looks like Jesus to them and
then they believe that he is Jesus. Baba
says to all western people that they
need to believe in Jesus. I know one
man who was told by Baba that he
would see Jesus. The man asked Baba if
he could take Baba’s picture and Baba
said it was okay. When the man devel-
oped the film there was no picture of
Baba but every photo in the entire roll
were all pictures of Jesus.”

There are many books which will tell
you these and many other stories. |
believe that most of the stories are
probably true. Do I believe that Sai
Baba is God? No, but he is certainly
not a regular human being, I do think
that he is doing some of the “Greater
Things.” I must add that while the
miracles draw the crowds he works tire-
lessly to help people on the most basic
level by founding free hospitals and
schools. No one seems to know just
how many schools he has started. Even
more impressive than the number is the
high quality of education the children
receive. But, don’t take my word for it.
Go to India and see for yourself. With
some luck you can get a plane fare
around $1,000. Once you are there ev-
erything is cheap. You can eat a great
meal in the best dirt floor restaurant in
town for under two dollars. I never got
sick once the whole time I was there.

If you go, go as a secker or a pilgrim
and gird up your spiritual loins for a

third-world experience that will likely
challenge you. Stay for at least two
weeks.

at is it like?

The street in front of the ashram
is the embodiment of the term, bus-
tling. Each day, all day, is the unabated
din caused from the procession of ve-
hicles of every size and shape. They
dance an amazing dance which is thrill-
ing to take part in and fascinating to
behold . Large trucks blast their horns,
auto rickshaws buzz , motorcycles
purr, cars honk, bicycles ring their
bells, cow carts clatter, and tractors
putt while pulling wagons of sugar
cane. Your first glance at this mosh pit
would predict 100% fatalities by day’s
end. But, it seems to work. Together
they weave an undulating river of
people, metal, wood, fruit, products,
and smoke. On both sides of the street
pedestrians jostle elbow to clbow with
carts, pawing beggars, auto rickshaw
drivers. Vendors hawking their wares.
Police make a pretense of order by
blowing their whistles and pretending
to direct traffic. Anyone ambling the
street quickly learns to step over trash,
excrement, sleeping dogs and dozing
beggars. One day there was even a dead
man lying on the sidewalk. Like each
person, like cach place and like life it-
self, heaven and hell are side by side and
easy to get to for anyone willing to
make the journey.

dd to these sights and sounds the

scents of India. The sweet fra-
grance of flowers, spices, fresh fruit,
deep fried food and incense, mix with
the smells of dust, garbage, burning
rubbish, burning plastic, burning cane
and open sewers. Odors and fragrances
all mingle with clouds of spent diesel
fuel to serve up a toxic cocktail Indians
call air. I usually wore a dust mask or
bandana on the street and sometimes
even in my room. From the time you
land in India unul your plane leaves the
runway, you will often find yourself in-
haling with considerable reluctance.

What is an ashram? It is a kind of re-
treat center. Behind the walls are a large
complex of dormitories, a school, a
large library, and two canteens. I often
ate hearty meals in either the Indian or

(Continned on page 93)
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As vou may know, we have a very active wedding
ministry at our church in St. Louis, which got off toa
good start this year. It’s fascinating to see what kinds of
conversations and issues emerge over the phone and in
person with people who come to us expressing interest in
our wedding ministry. [t’s sometimes shocking to
encounter the differences between other Christian churches
and our own regarding which couples are deemed worthy
of support and blessing. As a New Church Christian
minister I feel good about supporting and blessing the vast
majority of the couples who contact us while many other
ministers and churches in Christendom will not. (I am
happy to report, however, that a few others do!) 1 feel
blessed when I raise my right hand at the end of cach
ceremony, allowing the Lord to flow through my being and
my words—I believe the spiritual blessing these couples
receive is heartfelt and genuine.

Most churches in America,

of one man and one woman who decply love cach other,
love the Lord, and believe and try to live according to the
truths found in his Word. Those who do so can be more
and more interiorly open to the love, passion and insights
that come through spiritual marriage love.

Swedenborg wrote that marriage love grows from the
conjunction of the Lord and the church within individuals
and between two people by means of the conjunction of
goodness and truth inside of them. He wrote that the
attraction of Divine Love and Wisdom for one another
within God is a passionate one, which is what essentially
creates such glorious passion within men and women to
find each other and become one—as the Lord is One. He
wrote that the vibrancy of this marriage love stems from
the quality and substance of said conjunctions within and
between them; what this says to me is that the guality of
the love and truth within the man and woman is what really
matters and impacts greatly our openness to the Lord and
marital love. For it is those aspects of the human spirit that
allow the Lord to flow in to a greater or lesser degree with
His love and wisdom.

n earth we're cach on a lengthy, sometimes extremely
difficult journey toward growth. Fully mature and
regenerate people or angels of heaven do not have to
struggle so deeply with their marriage love, because their
spintual growth and healing

although not all, require that the  §
betrothed be members of their

are ultimately done. But we,

e, . on the other hand, are in the
church, believing that the future QBQ/ theor endentions are yooa{ /{oé/; and

middle of our spiritual

spouses must belong to their .. . . . regeneration, which means
P 8 co/)mec&mdrz on (Sod, and 1/ thecr monds & ’ )

particular brand and vision of

it’s appropriate that we

God’s church before the Lord are qam/a C&bC/’J Lkl as %m/ can best encounter the dark aspects of

will give his blessing to the

self that are not yet deeply

marriage. Recently, I heard the ﬁwfce(k/e . Lhon %e/m,ﬁc”/w;; chench open to God’s love and

tale of a couple who were

wisdom, and therefore to

reiected and pl‘e\'ented fron] O/Iymd/(.oﬁz QMJWW [{}/[0 éédd MJ marita] ]ove. For the sakc Of

having their marriage blessed by

our growth and salvation we

their church after they had waﬁﬁ/’ lhe marrage t nol a dy edece. must, at points, be let down

hastily chosen to be married by

into our own selfishness and

a justice of the peace—their
reason was that the man is in
military service and was initially told last December that his
ship was being deployved to the Gulf. The order was later
rescinded and so they went back to their pastor. They were
rejected for doing what they thought was right. I'm proud
that our church doesn’t engage in such attitudes and beliefs.

nother interesting difference 1 run into often is where

lergy of various faiths place the origin of the power
for couples 1o be married. My experience tells me that many
ministers and laypersons from various churches believe
strongly that the actual power or spirit of marriage is
controlled by the church and the clergy—their perception
seems to rest in placing the primary substance of “the
church” in the organization and the powers granted 1o
ministers. Swedenborg essentially refuted that belief, stating
that the origin of genuine marriage love flows from the
Lord, through heaven, and then into the minds and souls

irrationality so that it can
hopefully be seen, recognized and dealt with, with God’s
help—regenerated. To use biblical language, we’re each very
likely somewhere in between the Creation Story and the
descent of the Holy City New Jerusalem, and until the
Holy City descends completely within our own minds,
fully mature marriage love will not be attained...although
glorious glimpses of it along the way are possible, I believe.
I've done many reaffirmation services and I'm convinced
that during such services those husbands and wives are
feeling genuine marriage love.

The major issue regarding marital love is, what is going on
inside the souls and minds (and therefore the lives) of those
secking marriage, and what’s going on within the couple’s
deeper intentions. If their intentions are good, holy, and
connecting in God, and if their minds are open to God’s truth

(Continued on page 86)
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Our Wedding Ministry:
Dynamic, Creative, Useful (Continued from page 85)

as thcy can best perceive it, then the particular church
orgamzatlon and clergy who bless and ratify the marriage is
not a blg issue. As we know, there are many paths up the
mountain to the one Lord of Heaven and earth.

nterestingly, Swedenborg learned that the spiritual joining

between a man and woman takes a major leap when they
become engaged, yet their joining becomes more grounded,
sanctified and ratified on the wedding day. Our teachings do
say that the spiritual presence and the blessing given by the
minister is quite relevant, as we read in Swedenborg’s work
Love In Marriage no. 308: “The marriage should be solemnized
by a priest (or minister). That is because marriages regarded in
themselves are spiritual and thus sacred; for they descend from
the heavenly marriage between good and truth, and the various
elements involved in marriage correspond to the Divine
marriage of the Lord and the church. Marriages descend
therefore from the Lord himself, and are formed according to
the state of the church in the contracting parties. Now, because
the ordained clergy on earth administers matters which reflect
the priesthood lodged in the Lord, that is, which reflect his
love, thus also matters which require His blessing, it follows
that marriages ought to be solemnized by His ministers. And
because His ministers are also then the chief witnesses, a
couple’s consent to the covenant ought to be heard, approved,
ratified and thus firmly established by them as well.”

It appears that the cooperation, mutual enhancement and
blessings from the Lord’s church inside and outside of a man
and woman joining as husband and wife are very important.
The Lord cares deeply about the internal and external levels of
people coming together into conjunction and correspondence,
where our external aspect of personhood corresponds to our
internal and where outward love and truth connect with the
inward love and truth growing from the warmth and light of
heaven.

As a final note, given that I'm very much involved in
psychology as well as theology and spirituality, I learned
many years ago that sometimes in this level of life there’s
another enormous power that may also draw a man and woman
together. It can be not so much those deep stirrings of marriage
love flowing from the Spirit of God within them, but rather
that of serious, unresolved emotional wounds and feelings
from childhood, which are often created from unmet basic
needs and pain. These factors, as well as actual psychospiritual
selfish or evil tendencies, which we inherit from humanity as a
whole and also through our parents and ancestors, sometimes
draw people together like magnets. Our old hurts and
unresolved pain from long ago, living quite well within the
subconscious, may powerfully influence our selection of a mate
for the purpose of resolving those wounds—that is, to hopefully
facilitate difficult but useful emotional and spiritual healing
and inner growth. When these inner issues are the primary
driving force behind two people getting married, the ultimate
use of the marriage may be some very important but painful
personal growth, as two people drag one another through the

mud of their deeper emotional traumas from early life, with
the marriage sometimes ending in divorce. T believe that it’s
important for the church to deeply understand these realities
and recognize the importance of the usefulness of divorce,
which may ultimately open two people up to finding and
enjoying a marriage relationship that will have a greater
openness to the stirrings and growth of the marriage love that
Swedenborg wrote about, the kind that the angels in heaven
cnjoy every day.

It’s quite the “playing ficld” God has put us on, wouldn’t
you say? I'm thankful that our ministers and our churches
have the insights and support of our theology, as well as modern
psychology, to help us gain a better grasp of what we’re dealing
with in a wedding ministry like ours, as well as congregations
like ours.

oing back to Swedenborg’s essential framework on

marriage love, don’t we have an amazing and beautiful
perspective on marriage love in our church, where it’s origin
lies, and what role and help we clergy have?! I'm profoundly
proud to be a minister in a church that looks at marriage love
this way, that can serve many people who come to us seeking
the church’s blessing—seeking God'’s blessing—as we honor and
celebrate the unique and powerful love in marriage that draws
a man and woman together, bopefully forever.

The Rev. Kit Billings is pastor of the Swedenborgian
Church of the Open Word in St. Louis. @

FOCUS ON YOUTH

am looking for an assistant SCYL youth leader to

help me at this year’s annual Convention in Geneva,
New York on July 5 — July 9. The selected person will
join me in youth outings, youth meetings, SCYL wor-
ship planning and other teen supervision duties. I can
offer you free room and board, some travel assistance,
a small stipend and a completely valid excuse for not
attending any business meetings! Pleasc contact me if
you have any interest at all or know of someone who
might be interested. Anyone aged 23 and over who is
not required to attend the business meetings is wel-
come to apply. Please give serious consideration to this
offer. Our teens need you! Thanks.

Kurt
Kurt Fekete Home: (207) 892-4646
38 Great Falls Road Cell: (802) 345-0169
Gorham, Maine 04038 Work: (207) 892-4390

SCYL Toll Free business line: (866) 333-SCYL

(Focus on Youth continued on page 87)
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Teens Study Religion
and Pop Culture at the
2002 SCYL Winter Retreat

Pop culture today has tremendous power and influence
over our thoughts, feelings and perceptions. Popular
films, television programs, magazines, music, radio and the
world of fashion all shape our lives to an extraordinary degree.
To a large extent, pop culture tells us what to do, how to live
and who we are. It sets our goals, forms our dreams and
secretly molds our lives. We aspire to be the famous actor or
actress, popular musician or to live out our life like a popular
TV sitcom, drama or afternoon soap. It is undeniable that
pop culture is an unavoidable force constantly striving to
govern our life. How do we react to it? Exactly what messages
are bombarding us?> How does it relate to another unavoid-
able force...God? How do the media and Hollywood depict
religion?

At this past Winter Retreat (December 27-30, 2002),
forty participants (26 teens, 14 staff) discussed religion and
spirituality in popular culture at the Almont New Church
Retreat Center. The Rev. Carl Yenetchi started us off with
two sessions titled The Last Judgment and the Birth of Pop
Culture. We cxplored Swedenborg’s writings concerning the
birth of the new spiritual age. Carl explained that a result of
this heavenly gift of new individual human freedom in the
mid-1700s was the real beginning of our modern popular cul-
wure era. Bill Baxter led our Saturday afternoon session
where we next considered religion and the influence of TV.
Then Katie Shelley and Youth Director Kurt Fekete facili-
wted a workshop looking at pop culture brand advertising
and consumerism. We discussed the power and influence of
brand names and how they relate to religion. A creative
evening acuvity was held where each teen looked at develop-
ing his or her personal brand logo and/or individual life
mission statement.

On Sunday, the Rev. Junchol Lee took us down the path
of religion and the movies. In Junchol’s
two sessions we viewed clips from The
Matrix and What Dreams May Come and
compared these movies to
Swedenborgian concepts of the spiritual
world. We concluded the spiritual re-
treat adventure with an engaging Sunday
evening worship service which included
a walking “emotion” tour where we ex-
perienced the joy, despair, fear and
wisdom by visiting four different rooms
filled with corresponding emotional
music, physical presence and energy. @]

—Kurt Fekete, Youth Director
(See Erika Penabaker’s report, page 88)

(L-R) Katelyn Lord, Merry Conant and Emily Turley seamstresses
extraordinare.

Merry Hat Band Caps
Heady Weekend

n March 29%, 2003, eleven young people aged 11-18

from Swedenborgian churches in Maine and Massa-
chusetts gathered for a fun community service weekend at
the Fryeburg New Church. The overnight event involved
making fleece hats for oncology patients as an extension of a
project between the Women’s Alliance of the Fryeburg New
Church and Bridgton Hospital. With guidance from four
members of the Women’s Alliance (Debbie Dolley, Mary
Dysinger, Sally Gibson and Jacqui Skinner Light) the youth
cut and stitched over 52 hats. Each cheerfully colored fleece
hat was individually packaged with a hand-stamped and deco-
rated card reading “The Fruit of the Spirit is Love” and
“Made by the Fryeburg New Church Youth Group” before
being donated to the hospital. A local business in New
Hampshire donated and sold for half price much of the

flecce used. (Continued on page 88)
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Merry Hat Band
Caps Heady Weekend

(Continued from page 87)

Youth Director, Kurt Fekete;
Frycburg youth leader, Laurie Turley;
and youth worker volunteer, Chris
Dutton led the event. After working
the entire Saturday afternoon the
youth had a chance to spend some free
time together eating pizza, playing card
and board games and watching movies.
The group stayed overnight in the
church and woke up to greet the con-
gregation and attend the Sunday
morning worship service. We hope to
hold many more overnights like this, at
Frycburg, and at other churches as
well, where youth from several differ-
ent regional Swedenborgian
congregations can join together with
their friends, have a great time and help
our community by providing service
and donated goods.

—Kurt Fekete (with references from the

Fryeburg church’s May 2003 Bulletin). T

(L-R) Shane Hatch and Nick Kane laying ont
the fleece for cutting.

A Tribute to the Triad of
Swedenborgian Summer Camps!

Kurt Fekete
I ast summer I had the wonderful

pportunity to do something I've
always drecamed about. Do the “Big 3”!
That’s right; attend all three Sweden-
borgian summer camps in a row in one
summer—DPaulhaven in Alberta, Almont
in Michigan, and Fryeburg in Maine.
And like a miraculous and rare align-
ment of the planets in 2002, the
summer camps fell perfectly in con-
secutive order. Wow, what a special
treat. It was an experience that [ loved
and something that I would love to do
again (and will!). What really aston-
ished me was how similar the camps
were. The graces at mealtime, the
chapel services, the hymns, the classes,
the companionship, the wise leadership,
the playful spirit, and perhaps most im-
portantly the tight bond of love. This
love I both witnessed and experienced
as campers young and old reunited with
their friends and family for another
year of learning, growing, working, and
living together at their beloved summer
camp.

Although the camps are very similar,
each possesses its own history, tradition,
and personality. Paulhaven has its top
notch teen activities and recreation, un-
equaled enthusiasm, outlandish themes,
wakeup singing of “Rise and Shine,”
and memorable evening campfires;
Almont has its flag raising and lowering
ceremony, wonderful chapel and pump
organ, outstanding classes for all ages,

Survivors, all camp evening activities
and Brandau Bay; Frycburg has its stel-
lar lecture series, outing day, Sparks,
Flames, Embers, corn roast bonfire,
and cool, refreshing Saco River. Our
summer camps are such a wonderful
part of our Swedenborgian heritage!
Talk to the children, talk to the teens,
talk to the adults; you will hear the
same thing about all of our camps—"1
love coming here.” Choose your fa-
vorite and enjoy summertime heavenly
bliss. Better vet, choose to visit them
allt Below is a brief summary of cach
for 2003.

Paulhaven Camp,
July 20 - 26, 2003

he Bible theme for Paulhaven

Camp this vear is the famous story
of Jonah, the man who tried to run
away from the Lord and wound up
being swallowed by a whale! This won-
derful tale has many lessons that are
especially valuable for young people
today, ¢.g., obeying or disobeying the
“voice inside,” being true to yourself;
trusting in God or trusting in yourself
alone, doing what’s right when it seems
wrong (and vice versa!), staying open
to the goodness and truth in other
people and letting go of your own pre-
concepuions, etc.

We’re going to learn all about these

(Continued on page 89)

Almont Winter Retreat, Teen Impression

his year’s retreat was a wonderful get together.

Many people were returning but there were also
quite a few who were coming to Almont for their first
time. Skeptical at first and nervous, on Friday night this
retreat was very quiet...not much talking was going on.
Soon enough though Icebreakers were played and new
friends were made; people were warming up to their

new pals. The next few days went by much too quickly.
The fun and games that we participated in were great. It
was a super retreat and one that will never be forgotten.
The theme of the retreat, Religion in Pop Culture, was
very appealing to the teens and we were all very attentive.
I loved it. The staff was super too! THANKS!

—Erika Penabaker, Central States Regional SCYL Officer
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Summer Camps!
(Continued from page 88)

things and more this summer, And
when we’re not busy doing that, we'll
be having an awesome time camping,
playing games, going on outings, hang-
ing out with our friends, cating great
food and just plain having fun. It’s all
happening July 20" through the 26,
So don’t wind up as fish food—join
Dianne Epp, camp coordinator, and
Rev. John (Maine), camp pastor, and all
the gang, and have yourself onc heck
of a good time!

Contact: Diane Epp, Camp Coordinator
Diane_Epp@hotmail.com

Almont Summer School,
July 19-27, 2003

At a time when the world is going
through so much change and un-
certainty, we hold close to the things
that remain good in our lives and the
things that uplift and encourage us:
God’s love and the promise of peace,
the joy and comfort of lasting friend-
ships, our church’s vision of life
strengthened and renewed through
trial and struggle, and the healing that
comes when we pray, learn, and play
together in community. All ages are
blessed when we gather in God’s name
here at summer school, and when we
return home from our week at camp
we are filled with memories of love and
laughter, and we are then a light to the
world, a light of love with values and
character.

Our children, teens and adults, will
explore the theme of biblical cities.
Each morning children’s lesson and
adult chapel will introduce you to some
of the most interesting places in the
Bible, like Jerusalem and Jericho, and
highlight the spiritual significance of
each city in relationship to your own
life journey. There is an inspired plan
and order in the people, places and
events of the Bible—so let’s discover
and discuss this unfolding mystery to-
gether!

Contact: Barb Tourangeau, Registrar
gmarb373@aol.com

Fryeburg Assembly,
August 2-17, 2003

he strength of the Fryeburg New

Church Assembly lies in its history.
Tradition is carried on by people who
come to Frycburg and experience the
fellowship and spiritual growth that this
special place generates. The beautiful
grounds keep us in touch with nature
and oursclves. The reunions and new
friendships form the heart of our lasting
fellowship and community. The educa-
tional program stimulates our spiritual
development. Week one titled Inside
Looking Out will highlight lectures pre-
senting an overview of the fundamental
concepts that make our Swedenborgian
church different from other churches
and seck to explore traditional teachings
that are either absent from New Church

doctrine, or interpreted in a signifi-
cantly different way. Week two titled
The Gospels will feature lectures explor-
ing the Gospels with new eyes and new
meaning. Not as a record of past
events, miraculous or malicious, but a
description of how God moves and
works within cach person who invites
him to dwell with them, pointing the
way to genuine justice and peace.

This year also marks the 75* anniver-
sary of the Flames teen group. Past and
present Flames will not want to miss
the reunion BBQ on Saturday, August
6" at 6:00 pm. Comc join us!

Contact: Jane Foster, Registrar
jfoster@exeter.edn

(Camp information from respective

camp bulletins.) @1

2003 SCYL Officers

he 2003 Swedenborgian Church

Youth League Officers and Chaplin
were elected at the Winter Retreat this past
December. They are:

President:
Craig Carson
724 St. R 61
Monroeville, OH 44847
(419) 663-5385
Email: daven_haldreki hotmail.com

East Coast and Activities Officer:
Farren Maillie
165 Main St
Mohnton, PA 19540
(610) 796-4760
Email: sunnie045@ aol.com

Central States and Public Relations
Officer:

Erika Penabaker

21545 Curie

Warren, M1 48091

(586) 755-4993

Email: ihaveacomfycouch@ hotmail.com

West Coast and Service Officer:
Gabe Lipski
56 Lake Ridge
Olds, AB Canada T4H 1W6
(403) 556-6901
Email: hlipski@airenet.com

Canada and Fundraising/Finance Officer:
Jessie Brugler
489 Franklin St N.
Kitchener, ON Canada N2A 122

(519) 748-5322
Email: pancaker3000@ yahoo.ca

Editor, Clear Blue Sky:
Ben Currie
283 Macintosh Rd
West Chester, PA 19382
(61C) 430-7069
Email: magnesiumpoodle@ yahoo.com

League Chaplin:
Rev. Junchol Lee
5686 Broadview Rd Apt #2124
Parma, OH 44134
(216) 749-3905
Email: intellgentia@ vahoo.com

Several of our officers are repeating another
term. Craig has stepped into the position
of president as Dustin Wright’s term has
come to an end. We welcome Jessie into
the position of Canada Regional Officer
with Gloria Lipski’s graduation. Erika has
moved into Craig's prior 2002 position of
Central States Officer. We have a great
group of League Officers this year. 1 really
look forward to working with them. 1
thank Dustin and Gloria for their service in
2002 and wish them luck as they begin their
college studies. Join me in welcoming the
2003 officers, and if your travel provides
vou with the opportunity to meet one of
them, please take the time 1o say, “hello”,
congratulate them and offer your support.

Kurt Fekete
Youth Director l@]
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Editor’s Note: George writes, “The following just came
together for me in the course of working on Marriage Love
for the NCE, and I thought it might be of interest to
Messenger readers.”

P72 IN A<=

George Dole

ne of the most difficult words in Swedenborg’s
Latin is the preposition in. This comes as no

surprise to the linguist, because it seems that no matter
what language you study, the prepositions are the
hardest to comprehend. For the English preposition
“in,” for example, my Random House Dictionary lists
nine distinct meanings. We can arrive in time, write in
pencil, fall in love, break in half, and sit in silence. The
definitions of the Latin pronoun in the old faithful
Lewis and Short cover well over two pages of fine print.
I suspect that if you asked ten Swedenborgians what it
means to be “in good,” you would get five different
answers, three evasions, and two blank stares.

For some time, it has seemed likely to me that the
“in” of “in good” is something like the “into” of
“they’re really into skateboarding.” The “good,” that is,
is not some abstract quality or feeling, but “something
that is good, something that is worthwhile.” The first
confirmation of this came with the discovery of the
opening sentence of Marriage Love 14. The previous
paragraph tells of visiting a grove laid out in spirals that
strikes the viewers as “heaven in form.” Then the scene
shifts with the words, literally, “While we were in these
things”"—in other words, “While we were absorbed in
this, while this had our attention.”

he second confirmation came more recently, with

the discovery of Secrets of Heaven 7367, which
begins, “Love of self is ruling for us—that is, we are in
love of self . . .” When we are “in good,” then, what is
good is in the driver’s seat. We are committed to it, fully
engaged in it. Other passages could be cited at some
length to suggest that the “something good” is in fact “a
use,” an activity, a service. We are “in good,” then, not
when we are simply feeling good, feeling benevolent, or
having a good day, but when we are fully engaged in
doing something for the benefit of others, and when
that engagement so dominates our thinking and feeling
that we have no concern for what we may get out of it.
We are unselfconsciously caught up in the activity itself.
One nice thing about this is that I am fairly sure we
have all been there from time to time, so perhaps
angelhood is not so alien to us as we may have feared.

The Rev. Dr. George F Dole is president of the Swedenborg
Foundation, professor emeritus of the former Swedenborg School
of Religion, pastor of the Swedenborgian Church in Bath, Maine,
and teaches online courses for the Swedenborgian House of Studies
at Pucific School of Religion in Berkeley, California. He is
curvently working on the new translation of Marriage Love for the
Foundation’s New Century Edition of Swedenborg’s works. @

Editor’s Note: The Rev. Eric Hoffman started bis new position with
the Virginia Street church in St. Paul on April 1, 2003. The following
article was written in late February as be and bis family were in town
on a mission to find a bome. Eric’s official installation was beld on
Sunday, April 13, with the president of our denomination, Ron
Brugler, officiating. We're delighted that Eric has returned to the
ministry after a long biatus.

some Thoughts
from the Mall

Eric Hoffman

In order to make the necessary
preparations for our arrival
this spring, I've driven here to
the Twin Cities from LaPorte,
Indiana (a nine-hour trip.) 1
knew the area has many inter-
esting things to see and do, and
so I couldn’t resist taking a little
extra time to see some sights. As I write these words, I'm
sitting just outside Camp Snoopy in the Mall of America
watching children build things with Legos, watching all kinds
of people walk by with shopping bags, and wondering just
how I'm going to find my way back to my car.

This place is huge! I can see how being lost here among the
Saturday shoppers and tourists might make a person feel
anxious, but you see, I've got quite a bit to celebrate! I've just
secured an apartment in a nice suburb, and I can bring my two
seventy-pound dogs! I've gotten a better understanding of the
area’s opportunities and services that will help my family get
settled in. Allin all, 'm feeling very optimistic and excited
abut the future, which will begin, of course, as soon as I find
the third level of the East Parking Garage.

Instead of fecling anxious, I feel...adventurous! I know
that in the course of finding the car, I'm going to find a
world of new and fascinating things. Not surprisingly, I feel
the same way about serving as minister here. There are quite
a few unknowns ahead, and we will have to spend time
adjusting to our new relationship. It will be, though, an
exciting time filled with new discoveries and wonderful
opportunities for growth. I know this is true because in my
short time here [ have met some fascinating people.

I am grateful to Zoe and Gordon, Rosemary and John, for
giving me a place to stay this week while I tended to business.
I'm grateful to Ann and to Jim for their help and information.
I'm especially grateful to Charlic and Libby for giving me some
intense playtime! With such hospitality in this congregation,
and such youthful exuberance, I know I can look forward to
some very fulfilling moments of community. I live for that! I
am very much looking forward to moving here with my family,
and it’s not because of the Mall of America or the zoos or the
muscums. It’s because of us, and our potential together. Here’s
to many years of growth, discovery and...Wait a minute. 1
remember now. I came in through Bloomingdale’s.

Eric and daughter Eiryn in
the Virginia Street church
chancel. Photo by Eiryn’s
mom, Norma Hoffman

Reprinted with anthor’s permission from the March/April 2003
Correspondences, the Virginia Street church’s newsletter. @
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Portiand Church Roots

Wilma Wake
PART |
Our wor kshop

n April 2, 2003, members and

friends of the Portland, Maine,
Swedenborgian Church gathered for an
evening of seeking our roots. We
wanted to incorporate work that had
been done earlier [especially by Jay
Jordan], materials from the Conven-
tion and SHS archives, and our
memories of the recent past.

We put a huge roll of paper all
around the sanctuary and started mark-
ing our past. We put up pink sheets of
paper for events of the past, green paper
for ordained ministers of the church,
yellow for lay leaders, blue for other
people connected with our history,
and orange for any arcas of conflict we
found so we could consider whether
that conflict still impacted us today.

We started with sharing a meal,
while participants went through piles
of colored papers filled with events and
people. We created an archive in part
of our sanctuary with piles of photos
for people to identify, and documents
and articles to be put on the timeline.

Swedenborg’'s Writings Intro-
duced In the State of Maine

We began by pulling together the
carliest information we had. We
knew that James Glen came from
England in 1784 to spread the writings
of Swedenborg. It is believed that
some people in eastern New England
obtained copies of the writings from
Glen.

In 1794 Rev. William Hill, an Angli-
can, visited the country from England.
He also preached and gave out copies
of Swedenborg’s writings, including a
set of the Arcana Coelestia to Harvard
College.

We know that New Church writings
first appeared in Mainc in 1805. The
Rev. William Jenks, a pastor at a Con-
gregational church in Bath, began
reading Swedenborg and sharing the
ideas with his friend.

We also heard about Mr. Savels, a

paper manufacturer, who moved 1o
Gardiner from Dorchester, Massachu-
setts, around 1812. He had heard
about the writings some ten or twelve
years earlier through William Hill. He
was a member of the Episcopal Church,
and at that point, the only reader of
Swedenborg in Gardiner.

In 1812, Dr. Jenks, the pastor in
Bath, loaned copies of his books by
Swedenborg to three gentlemen in
Maine. By 1818, there were six gentle-
men of Bath reading Swedenborg, and
they decided to meet weekly for dis-
cussion.

We were shocked to learn that
members of the “Calvinistic Church”
attempted to break up this group, and
the meetings stopped for awhile. Why?
we wondered. We considered how he-
retical Swedenborg’s writings must
have sounded at that point in history in
Bath, Maine—especially to those of a
Calvinistic bent.

By 1820, however, the little group
had sufficiently recovered from the
controversy that they were able to send
a delegate to the General Convention
in Philadelphia. This was the first del-
egate from Maine—and probably from
New England—to the Convention!

By 1821, Savels in Gardiner was
finding that a number of his friends
were becoming interested in
Swedenborg, and were reading along
with him. By the time Savels died in
1824, there were four people in
Gardiner continuing to share enthusi-
asm for Swedenborgian doctrine.

In 1824, the little group in Bath de-
cided that “if the Lord permit” they
would meet each Sunday evening.

Swedenborg’s Writings Find
their way to Portiand, Maine

ay Jordan writes that in the 1820s,
Portland was a seaport town with
9,000 people in a one square mile
area around the waterfront. The pri-
mary religious groups were the Con-
gregationalists, the Methodists, Quak-
ers, and Unitarians. More and more
people at that time were leaving
churches and opting for “free thinking.”*
It was in the winter of 1825-26 that a

resident of Portland, Dr. Timothy
Little, began reading Emanuel Sweden-
borg. He had just moved to the area.
He was a physician who had once
wanted to be a Unitarian minister.
Going into medicine instead, he set up
a successful practice in rural Maine. In
1825, he moved to Portland, and one of
1s new patients was a lawyer named
John Megquire. Megquire loaned him
a copy of The Doctrine of the New
Jerusalem and soon Little was con-
vinced of these truths and began
sharing them with others.’

Within a year there was a group
meeting at cach others’ homes to dis-
cuss Swedenborg’s writings. The initial
group was: Dr. Albus Rea, John
Megquire, and Oliver Gerrish. The
group grew! By 1829, the group
wanted a regular place to worship and
decided that Dr. Litte should serve as
their lay leader. For a while, the group
rented space in the Methodist Church
for a monthly service,

Soclety Officially Formed on
August 21, 1831

his is a highly significant event in

our history. It seems to have been
quite a grand occasion, with Rev.
Thomas Worcester, minister of the
Boston Church, and delegates from
the Boston Church, coming to help
out. Their delegates included B.T.
Loring, Sampson Reed, John Allen, and
Charles Bowles.

Thomas Worcester had been a
Harvard student when he heard about
the set of the Arcana which Hill had
presented to Harvard College. He
scarched through the Harvard library
collection striving to find this material
and finally discovered it in a dusty
room called “the Museum” which con-
tained, among other memorabilia,
stuffed crocodiles!

He was excited by the writings he
found and gathered a group of students
around him to read through this mate-
rial in Latin. Sampson Reed was one of
the students in this group. He had
come to Harvard Divinity School to
follow in his father’s footsteps as a
Unitarian minister. Instead, Reed be-

(Continued on page 92)
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(Continued from page 91)

came a Swedenborgian, and so most
ministry pulpits were closed to him.
He became a druggist and wrote for
the carly church journal, The New
Jerusalem Magazine.

As Reed graduated from Harvard,
he had come to know a young fresh-
man named Emerson. They formed a
lasting friendship. It was through
Reed that Emerson came to read
Swedenborg.t It has been said that
Swedenborg influenced Emerson
more than any other person.® An early
professor at the New Church Theo-
logical School stated that Emerson did
more than any other to present Sweden-
borg’s ideas within literary circles.*

Many of us were fascinated that
Sampson Reed, such an important per-

son in the life of Emerson, had helped
us start our society in 1831, We
wanted to know more about Reed and
Emerson. Some of us decided that we
would find time to read George Dole’s
monograph from the Swedenborg
IF'oundation:
“Sampson Reed:
Primary Source
Material for
Emerson Studies.”

The people
from Portland who
were present at the
founding of our
society were Dr.
Timothy Little and
his wife Elizabeth,
Samuel and Pamela
Colman, Oliver
and Sarah Gerrish,
Dr. Albus Rea,

Portland Roots Team

Ebenezer Mason, William Hunnewell,
Sarah Rea [of Windham] Mary G.
Walker, Lydia Sawyer, and Martha
Freeman. The Boston church had also
helped us become a society in 1831,

(Continued on page 93)

} I The Messenger and the Communications Support Unit wish to thank these individuals and groups for subscriptions and

donation to The Messenger from May 1, 2002, through May 1, 2003.We arc most grateful for your enthusiastic support.
We hope no contributor has been omitted from this list, but if your name is not here and should be, please let us know.

Anne Braun
Kelowna, British
Colombia, Canada

Marjory Crawford
‘ Chesterton, Indiana

Mary Crenshaw
Henderson, Nevada

Forrest E. Dristy
‘ Delray Beach, Florida

i‘ Richard A. Foster
Konigsfeld-Weiler,
Germany

Fryeburg New Church
Congregation
Fryeburg, Maine

Janet Garcia
Bakersfield, California

Louise M. Glover
Elmwood, Massachusetts

Gloria Grabin
Santa Maria, California

Lucille Hallberg
Helena, Alabama

John R. Harrington
Bridgewater, Massachusetts

Donna M. Humes
Denver, Colorado

Joy N. Jepson
Silver Spring, Maryland

David and Elizabeth Johnson
Bellevue, Washington

David Keating
Hamburg, New York

Rev. and Mrs. H. Korsten
Edmonton, Canada

Laura M. Kreofsky

Madison, Wisconsin

Chris Laitner
Midland, Michigan

Susanna Lawson
Dillwyn, Virginia

Robert J. Locke
Port Huron, Michigan

Merle Lundberg
Torrance, California

Mrs. Martin Lynn
Winter Park, Florida

Lynne McClure
Kenwood, California

Bette McDonnell
Pacifica, California

Michigan Association
New York Association
Ohio Association

William Radcliffe, MD
Mitchellville, Maryland

Hampton and Elora Schoch
Roxboro, North Carolina

Ricky Sheppard
Rockfield, Kentucky

Alice Skinner
St. George, Maine

Robert and Ellen Smith
Amherst, Massachusetts

Barbara Tourangeau
Fraser, Michigan

Alvena M. Unruh
Dallas, Texas

Wilson Van Dusen, PhD
Ukiah, California
{contributed also for
Joseph Vredenburgh)

Janet Ashton Vernon
Long Beach, California

Valeric F. Virgona
Tangerine, Florida

Mark and Louella Vivino
Daytona Beach Shores,
Florida

JC and Gloryann Webb
Amenia, New York

Dorothy deB. Young

South Easton, Massachuseuts )

&
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President’s Report
(Continued from page 82)

o Another weekend of celebration
took place in New York City in
November when our congregation
there at last was able to rededicate their
beautifully restored sanctuary.  This
was a major project, made possible by a
bequest from Adrianne Frank.

o It was also a joyous occasion when 1
traveled to Portland, Maine, for Wilma
Wake’s installation service in March.
The church was filled to the rafters for
this event, due in part to a busload of
attendees from the Boston church, and
others present from Fryeburg, Bath,
and even our Ft. Myers congregations!
o And let me not forget one
additional weekend of celebration, as 1
traveled to Edmonton to dedicate their
new cross-tower (the old one had been
blown down in a windstorm). John
Maine 1s doing an excellent job in
Edmonton. [ was also blessed to have
a nice visit with Hank and Maria
Korsten.

e I have taken part in two meetings
with the congregation of our Boston
church in which we have praised the
Lord for their many new members and
revitalized sense of community service,
and explored ways of continuing their
growth in the coming years.  Steve
Ellis and Ted Klein are doing a great
job serving this church.

¢ Although the Elmwood New
Church dearly misses their pastor,
Andy Sunson, during his military
service, Andover-Newton student Eli
Dale has served them very well this
past year. Thank you, Eli!

e Wayfarer’s Chapel continues to be a
very successful outreach ministry for
our denomination. 1 am sure that this
will continue in the coming years with
the addition of Jonathan Mitchell o
the ministerial team.

e In January, Nadine Cotton received
and accepted a call to serve the New
Church of Southwest Florida, starting
in August 2003, enabling this
extremely worthwhile outreach
ministry to continuc after the
retirement of Richard Tafel. 1 hope
that we will all give Dick our thanks
for having started this ministry and

welcome Nadine back into our acuive
ministry with shouts of praise!

o 1 was pleased to spend five days in
Kansas during Holy Week. 1 took part
in the community Maundy Thursday
Service in Pretty Prairie, which had
been planned and organized by Jane
Siebert.  Over 30 people were present
for this service, and T had a nice visit
afterwards with Eric and Beuty
Zacharias. From there I traveled to
Pawnce Rock, where I took part in the
community Good Friday service,
attended the Easter Sunrise Pageant at
“the rock,” and led the Easter Sunday
worship service. There were 62 people
in church that Sunday, and the spirit of
the group was a wonderful thing to
behold.

o CAM has held two meetings this
past year, of note because of the
increasing number of students who are
preparing for our ministry. We now
have cleven students, cight at SHS and
two taking the SHS program via
distance education!

o I regret that I must report that the
Stonehouse Bookstore has closed.

The impact that this will have upon the
Puget Sound Church is unclear at the
present time. | hope to visit there in
the near future to offer whatever
support [ can. LEven so, [ want us all to
offer Paul Martin our sincere
appreciation for his service to this bold
and innovative ministry these past 14
years.

o [ have met twice with the board and
membership of the New York Church
as we have explored options for their
future and ways to conduct a
ministerial search now that Robert
McCluskey has announced his
departure in August 2003,  On behalf
of all of us, “Thank you Robert” for
vour 12 vears of service to this
ministry!

o During the past year, I have signed
onto three different resolutions of the
National Council of Churches; the
first concerned slowing the rush to war
in Iraq, the second urged continued
dialogue between the United States
and North and South Korea regarding
nuclear disarmament, and the third
concerned the environmental
protection.

I also must share that 1 am looking

forward to this year of presidential
transition. Perhaps it is necdless to
say, but being your president is a very
big job—onc in which one seldom feels
“finished.” Even so, I continue to
enjoy it and sense that we are moving
forward in service to God and our new
evangel.

In closing, I offer my deep
appreciation to each of you for your
support and many acts of kindness.

God bless you all,

Ron Brugler, president &

Greater Things Than These...

(Continued from page 8+4)

western canteen for only cight rupees.
That’s seventeen cents. The shop offers
everything from classic Indian bed
sheets to cold drinks, and everything is
extremely reasonable. If you want to
stay at the ashram, vou can do so for
about a dollar day. But this complex is
small compared to the winter Ashram
in Puttparthi which can house 10,000
people, and the auditorium can hold
over a hundred thousand.

While there are certainly obstacles
in the environment, 1 find myself cager
to return, and I encourage everyone to
go to an ashram. If not Sai Baba’s, go
to another just to be dipped in the
spiritual ehixir of India to see how the
Second Coming is unfolding there.

The Rev. Eric Allison is pastor of the
Swedenborgian Church of Puget Sound
in Kirkland, Washington. 1@]

Portiand Church Roots

(Continued from page 92)

There was much to come after this
point: our incorporation, the building
of our first church, the tragic fire that
destroyed it. But we are getting ahead
of the story. We will end Installment
#1 at this point: To be continued.

The Rev. Dr. Wilma Wake is the
newly installed pastor of the Portland
Swedenborgian Church. She also works
with MINSU as the Spiritual Ministries
Consultant.

(See Endnotes on page 95)
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Puget Sound Update

hanks to all who have shown such

warm concern about the fate of our
congregation in Puget Sound. There
have been some changes! Those who
purchased the former Stonchouse prop-
erty have changed its name to the
Kirkland Holistic Center. The Stone-
house has moved to a new and much
better location in Kirkland. The church
has been invited to leave the Kirkland
Holistic Center. Our last service in the
building will be our Exodus service on
June eighth. My office has already been
moved into the new Stonchouse to give
our church a window to the world. We
see this as a great opportunity to find a
place where we can really grow. As part
of our search we are going to have our
Sunday morning service in a different
sacred location every Sunday during the
entire summer. We will have services at a
waterfront park, a wellness center in the

The Swedenborgian Church Statistics-as of

forest, a Shinto Temple, a private lake, a
retreat center, a park by the ocean,
Mosswood Hollow, and on a Washington
State ferry. Beginning Junc 15, our
church will also offer a Sunday evening
service at the new Stonchouse. We are
excited about what may come! We trust
that God will lead us to our promised
land!

Our group is so dedicated and ready
to move forward that losing our usual
space is just seen as part of the process
of our growth. We are flourishing and
will continue to do so with the support
of MINSU and all the prayers coming

our way.

Blessings,
Rev. Eric Allison

Editor’s Note: The Puget Sound church
also plans to provide a week-long Johnny
Applesecd summer day camp for kids this
summer.

Swedenborg Chapel, Cleveland

here were 54 in attendance on Easter

at the Swedenborg Chapel in Cleve-
land, Ohio. The Revs. Junchol Lee and
Judith Dennis shared the service, in-

cluding communion, and ten children
joined the Rev. Junchol Lee on the steps
for the children’s message. The men’s
group had decorated flowerpots and
provided soil and sceds for each child.
Outdoors daffodils and flowering trees
lifted the heart, and indoors the chancel
was abloom with lilics, azaleas, roses and
begonias, thanks to the generous people
who provided them, some in memory of
loved ones. Three babies were in the
congregation; two had been baptized on
April 19 and one was baptized on the
following Sunday, April 27.

Junchol’s mother, Junghee Han, a
professional flower artist, arranged the
flowers in the chancel. Peter Synnestvedt
graciously accompanied the hymns, and
Barb Dictz joined him in the prelude
“Jesu Joy of Mans’ Desiring.”

Free Appleseed Video Tapes

he Johnny Applesced Heritage

Center and Outdoor Historical
Drama has provided the Cleveland
Chapel with a limited supply of video
tapes which depict its plans for presenting

(Continued on page 95)

December 31, 2002

Associations |

Churches

Ordained Ministers

“Authorized |

Members No of

Active

Inactive

Active | Inactive | Retired

Lay Leaders

Canada 1 | 0 1 0 1 1 175 | 24 | 199 | 19 |
llinois 6 o 3 0 0 o | 8 | 79 | 167 [ 10 ’
B Kansas | 2 | 0O 0 0 2 o ' 8 , 0 86 10
~ Maine 2 1 3 3 0 0 145 154 297 16
 Massachusetts 5 =~ 2 8 2 2 0 | 198 | 37 | 235 21
~ Michigan | 1 0 1 0 0 0 \ 63 32 | 95 | 8 }
Middle Atlantic | 3 0 3 0 0 0 } 89 | 42 | 131 | 10 |
. NewYork | 2 o | 2 0 0 0 57 22 | 79 7
Ohio | 3 2 2 2 0 1 78 8 86 . 9 |
. PacificCoast . 4 1 6 1 5 2 315 51 366 33
Southeast 2 0 '3 0 0 0 ' 66 a4 70 . 8
Western Canada 5 1 2 2 1 2 ‘ 159 15 | 174 | 17 ‘
Conference | ) | I |
SCYL | 2 . 2
_Societies . i '
“Baysidle . 1 .0 | O 0 0 0 15 0 15 3
*Figures from
12/31/01
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PASSAGES BOOK REVIEW

CONFIRMATIONS

Boyd—Wanda Boyd and Kirk and
Mary Miller were received into Church
membership in the Church of the
Good Shepherd on Easter Sunday,
April 20, the Rev. Paul Zacharias and
Steve Thomas conducting the service.

Coffelt, Lee—Karen (Foster) Coffelt
and William Lee were confirmed into
the faith and life of the Swedenborgian
Church on April 13, 2003, at the New
Jerusalem Church in Bridgewater,
Massachusetts, the Rev. Lee
Woofenden officiating.

DEATH

Fekete—John Fekete,

age 82, of Naples,

Florida, entered the

spiritual world April 28,

2003. John participated in many
acuvities at the Detroit Swedenborgian
Church and in his later years was
affectionately known as the cantan-
kerous cook at Almont Summer Camp.
Husband of Joyce, father of Paul
(Debbie), the late Sherry, David, Joy
Zimmer (Pat), and Kurt (Shelley).
Grandfather to Matthew, Brittany, and
Ava Charlotte. Brother of Margaret,
Dorothy Lookabaugh, Richard, and the
late Francis. A memorial service is
planned for this summer during
Almont Camp.

0 ' R
L <4 o L <4

Portland Church Roots
{Continued from page 93)

Endnotes:

"Most of this material is from History of the
Portland Society of the New Jerusalem, with 4 List of Its
Secretaries, Treasurers, Ministers, and Members. By
David Page Perkins. Printed “for the Soctety” in
Portland, ME, in 1883, pages 1-4.

¢ Jay Jordan, “A History of the Portland
Swedenborgian Church,” The Messenger, November,
1991, page 143,

» Ibid. and Jay Jordan, *We Are Building: A Bricef
History of the Portland Church.” [unpublished paper].
* Marguerite Block, The New Church in the New World:
A Study of Swedenborgtanism in America New York:
Swedenborg Publishing Association, 1984, page 144.

* Clarence Hotson, “Emerson and Swedenborg™
(Dissertation, Harvard, 1929) in Block, 144.

* L.F. Hite: Swedenborg’s Historical Posttion, page

158, in Block, p. 144.

JOURNAL FOR GRIEF
AND HEALING,

When Someone You Love Dies
By Donnette Alfelt

his 1s a guided journal. Donnette
begins with a page about loss and
healing:

“When somcone close to you dies, the
impact is life-changing. . . In the midst of
grief, it’s often hard to know what you need.
One thing that can help is to realize that
your spirit has suffered a very serious
wound...”

The author then briefly introduces
the journal pages: “A journal is a place
where your heart can speak in privacy
and freedom. It is a place where it is safe
to be completely honest about what you
are thinking and how you are feeling. It
can uncover thoughts and emotions you
may be scarcely aware of.”

Pages 10 through 93 provide space
for journaling. At the upper left and
lower right of each page spread are
thoughts and quotations on grief,

healing, and after-
life. Some quotes
are from the Bible
and Swedenborg,
and some are from
a wide variety of
others, such as
John Adams,
Shakespeare,
Emerson, Helen
Keller, and Charles
Lindbergh. After
the journaling pages, Donnette
concludes with some text about
afterlife, and then provides a list of
“Recommended Reading” books about
gricf recovery and about afterlife,
from both Swedenborgian and non-
Swedenborgian sources. This is a book
that can be used to reach out to
someone who is bereaved, whether he
or she is a member of the organized
New Church or not.

Hardcover, 97 pp, $12.00. You can read the
full text at www.fountainpublishing.com.
It is available from Fountain Publishing
(www.fountainpublishing.com or
877-736-8598) or at www.amazon.com. ®

pm (Continued from page 94)

the story of John “Appleseced”
Chapman in an outdoor drama with
other educational programs. The eight-
minute VHS tape includes aerial footage
of the Appleseed site and picces of
Appleseed Outdoor Drama music pre-
viously recorded in Nashville.

Playwright and composer Billy Edd
Wheeler has authored the play and
written the music.

The tape is narrated by Mason
Adams, film and television star, who
has recently served as the “voice” for
the J.M. Smucker Company advertise-
ments. Timothy Smucker, Chairman
and CEOQ, introduces the video.

The Johnny Appleseed Heritage
Center and Outdoor Historical Drama
1s scheduled to open in June 2004 near
Mansfield, Ohio, half-way between
Cleveland and Columbus.

Over and above the musical drama,
the Johnny Appleseed Heritage Center

will provide an interactive museum fo-
cusing on Johnny’s life, the history of
the region, and the apple industry. The
two-hour historical play about
Appleseed’s adventures in Ohio will be
staged in a 1,600 seat, naturally con-
toured and wooded amphitheatre. In
addition, the 9C-seat indoor J.M.
Smucker Company Auditorium and
Library will be available, along with a
learning center for children’s programs
on philanthropy, conservation and the
environment. There will also be apple-
menu pioncer meals, a gift shop, living
history and reenactments, an orchard,
garden, nature trail, festival, and an an-
nual hero scholarship award.

To order your free video tape, contact
Norm Bestor, Swedenborg Chapel, 4815
Broadview Rd., Cleveland, OH 44109,
Phone (216) 351-8093. Norm has kindly
offered to pay postage as well.

If you would like to learn more
about the Johnny Applesed Heritage

Center please visit www.jahci.org
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Emanuel
Swedenborg was
born January 29,

1688, in
Stockholm,
Sweden.
Although he
never intended a
church
denomination to
be founded or
named after him,
a society was
formed in London
1S years after his
death. This 1787
organization
eventually
spawned the
present General
Convention of
Swedenborgian
Churches. Asa
result of
Swedenborg’s
own spiritual
questionings and
insights, we as a
church today
exist to
encourage that
same spirit of
inquiry and
perscnal growth,
to respect
differences in
views, and to
accept others
who may have
different
traditions.
Swedenborg
shared in his
theological
writings a view of
God as infinitely
loving and at the
very center of our
beings, a view of
life as a spiritual
birthing as we
participate in our
OWn creation,
and a view of
Scripture as a
story of inner-life
stages as we
learn and grow.
Swedenborg
would conclude,
“All religion
relates to fife, and
the life of religion
is to do good.”
He also felt that
the sincerest
form of worship
is a useful life.

Comsu’s Johanna

ohanna, COMSU’s

modern-day Johnny

Applesced, lives in
San Francisco, spreading
the word about
Emanuel Swedenborg.

i

She is Margaret Culver,

R . Margaret Culver
COMSU’s executive 8

assistant.

Margaret doesn’t travel by horseback. She
wheels COMSU?’s publications down the hills of
San Francisco on a two-wheeled shopping cart.
She doesn’t tear Swedenborg tomes in half to give
to seckers but sends books and pamphlets by the
United States Postal Service and United Parcel
Service. Nor does she wear a cooking pot on her
head, though her frequent presence draws
attention to Swedenborg’s writings in the local
post office, copy shop, and stationery store.

Instead of giving away apple tree saplings,
Margaret has sent out over 20,000 of the 34,000 J.
Appleseed & Co. books recently stored in her
basement, which also serves as the
Communications Support Unit California office
of the Swedenborgian Church of North America.
And, instead of sitting in front of rural settlers’
fireplaces along the trail, she uses telephone and
email to reach every church congregation listed in
Convention’s Journal. The Swedenborg
Movement in the United Kingdom is in email
contact with her. She has donated a copy of each
book to a brand new Swiss Swedenborgian

JOHANNA APPLESEED

Center building in Zurich. She has researched
and generated interest in the 1895 Swedenborgian
church building stll standing in Riverside,
California, and has been told the fascinating
history of the Norway, lowa church building,

Margaret still has a few copies of some
COMSU publications. If you need any of these
you can view them on the website at
www.jappleseed.org. These older publications are
offered for free, provided churches pay the
shipping. In development this year is a new
catalogue of remaining titles. Contact her as
soon as you can. New . Appleseed publications
will be coming out and storage is needed for the
new titles.

When she gets her work for the church
finished cach day, she sits in her garden and cats
Granny Smith apples from her backyard orchard.

—Carol S. Lawson, Chair, COMSU @J

The Swedenborgian Church
of North America
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