


REPRESENTATION A T C O N V E N T I O N 

Assoc iat ions , E t c . 
O R D A I N E D 
M I N I S T E R S M E M R E R S D E L E G A T E S 

C a l i f o r n i a 7 
Canada 1 
C o n n e c t i c u t 0 
I l l i n o i s * 
Kansas 2 
M a i n e * 
Massachusetts 9 
M i c h i g a n * 
M i d - A t l a n t i c 3 
New Y o r k * 
O h i o * 
Western Canada Con ference* 
Southeast* 
G u l f p o r t , Miss. Soc iety 0 

* N o t r e p o r t i n g f o r this year . 
N o tota ls are possible. 

2 7 8 
194 

10 

2 2 4 

5 7 5 

3 6 8 

27 

1 1 
8 
2 

9 

2 1 

14 

Ethel V. Rice 
Recording Secretary 

V o l . 1 9 1 , N o . 5 M a y , 1 9 7 1 W h o l e N u m b e r 4 9 4 2 

Published monthly, except for the one double issue in July-August, at the office of the Editor, c/o Swedenborg 
School of Religion, 48 Sargent St., (P.O. Box E) Newton, Mass. 02158. 

Second class postage paid at Boston, Mass. 

The Messenger is the official organ of the Swedenborgian Church, founded 1817, incorporated as the General 
Convention of the New Jerusalem in the United States of America. 
Printed at Thomas Todd Company, 14 Beacon Street, Boston, Mass. 02108. Incorporated publisher: the Sweden
borg Press, Box 143, Madison Square Station, New York, N. Y. 10010. 

Subscription free to members of the Swedenborgian Church; non-members, $3.00 a year; foreign postage, 25 
cents extra. Gift subscriptions, if from a member, $1.50. Single copies, 25 cents. Address subscriptions, checks, 
changes of address to the Publisher, Box 143, Madison Square Station, New York, N. Y. 10010. 

Contributions toward the cost of publishing should be sent to: 
The Treasurer, Swedenborgian Church 

Chester T. Cook, Box 215, Deer Isle, Maine 04627 
Officers of Convention: Rev. Ernest O. Martin, President, 48 Sargent St., Box 66, Newton, Mass. 02158; Stewart E. 
Poole, Vice-President, 2024 DuPont Building, Wilmington, Del. 19898; Chester T. Cook, Treasurer, Pressey 
Village Road, P. O. Box 215, Deer Isle, Maine; Mrs. Ethel Rice, Recording Secretary, 31 Poole St., Brockton, 
Mass. 02401. 

Department of Publication: Rev. Richard H. Tafel, Sr., Chairman, Dr. Robert H. Kirven, Miss Cecile Werben, Rev. 
Paul Zacharias, Mrs. Jan Seibert, Mrs. Leonore Spiers, Mrs. CorinneTafel, Rafael Guiu, Ernest Martin, Tomas Spiers. 

Robert H. Kirven, Editor 

M r s . Perry M a r t i n , E d i t o r i a l Ass is tant Miss M a r g a r e t K i r v e n , L a y - o u t Ass is tant 

Address all editorial correspondence and manuscripts to the Editor, The Messenger, P. O. Box E, Newton, Mass. 
02158. The opinions of contributors do not necessarily reflect the views of the Editor or the Department of 
Publication, or represent the position of the church. 

8 2 



REPORT OF T H E N O M I N A T I N G C O M M I T T E E 

N O M I N A T I O N S 

Y o u r N o m i n a t i n g C o m m i t t e e presents the f o l l o w i n g slate i n w h i c h i t has endeavored t o i n t r o d u c e new 
faces, y o u n g faces, persons f r o m geographical l o ca t i ons n o t present ly represented , m a i n t a i n c o n t i n u i t y 
where essential a n d have nominees n o t o n l y q u a l i f i e d b u t also interes ted in serving: 

P R E S I D E N T : Ernest 0 . M a r t i n 

V I C E - P R E S I D E N T : A d o l p h T . L i e b e r t 

S E C R E T A R Y : M r s . E t h e l Rice 

T R E A S U R E R : Chester T . Cook 

G E N E R A L C O U N C I L 

(One m i n i s t e r , t w o l a y m e n — F o u r year t e r m ) 
( O n e l a y m a n t o f i l l u n e x p i r e d t e r m o f J o h n M . 
Smai ler , deceased—Two year t e r m 1 9 7 3 ) 

M I N I S T E R : Rev. Harvey A . Ta fe l 
L A Y M A N : Roger D . Paulson 
L A Y M A N : Carl Heck 
U N E X . T M . Ernest E k b e r g 

D E P A R T M E N T O F R E L I G I O U S E D U C A T I O N 
( B o a r d o f E d u c a t i o n ) 

One person—Three year t e r m : M r s . Perry M a r t i n 

D E P A R T M E N T O F P U B L I C A T I O N 

N O M I N A T I N G C O M M I T T E E 
(One t o be elected—5 year t e r m . I n e l i g i b l e : 
M i d d l e A t l a n t i c , N e w Y o r k , M i c h i g a n , Canada 
a n d C a l i f o r n i a Assoc iat ions . ) 

H e r b e r t Young—Southeast A s s o c i a t i o n 
Roger Paulson—Il l ino i s Assoc ia t i on 

A U G M E N T A T I O N F U N D 

One person—Five year t e r m : S t e w a r t E . Poole 

B O A R D O F M A N A G E R S , S.S. R. 
( F o u r persons—three y ear t e r m . ) 

Rev. Erie Zacharias 
Page C o n a n t 
Rev. H o r a n d G u t f e l d t 
Rev. R a n d a l l L a a k k o 

Y o u r a t t e n t i o n is cal led t o the f o l l o w i n g m o t i o n 
v o t e d b y General C o u n c i l at t h e i r J a n u a r y m e e t i n g : 

One person—Four year t e r m : E d w a r d B o h l a n d e r 

B O A R D O F H O M E & F O R E I G N M I S S I O N S 
( T w o m i n i s t e r s , t w o l a y m e n ) 
( T w o year t e r m ) 

M I N I S T E R : Rev. D r . George D o l e 
M I N I S T E R : Rev. Galen U n r u h 
L A Y M A N : Miss Margaret Sampson 
L A Y M A N : R o b e r t W. Tafe l 

B O A R D O F T R U S T E E S O F P E N S I O N F U N D 
( O n e m i n i s t e r , one w o m a n N O T 
a min i s te r ' s w i f e or w i d o w , 
one l a y m a n . F o u r year t e r m . ) 

M I N I S T E R : Rev. Galen U n r u h 
L A Y M A N : Capt . A u g u s t Ebe l 
W O M A N : M r s . D o r i s Ta fe l 

"That in all cases of nomination from the floor in 
Convention Sessions, the Chair be required to ask the 
nominator if the nominee has consented to have his 
name placed in nomination; and that all nominations 
from the floor be accompanied by a written biographi
cal sketch limited to 200 words, comparable to those 
published in The Messenger by the Nominating Com
mittee. These biographical sketches will be distributed 
to the delegates as soon as they can be duplicated, to
gether with biographical sketches of all nominees. " 

Respec t fu l l y s u b m i t t e d , 
N o m i n a t i n g C o m m i t t e e 

Robert W. Tafel, Chairman 
Miss Margaret Sampson 
Rev. Erwin Reddekopp 
Rev. F. Robert Tafel 
Rev. Paul Zacharias 
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Liebert Martin U n r u h Zacharias 

BIOGRAPHIES OF NOMINEES 

E D . B O H L A N D E R 

A s a n e o p h y t e t o Swcdenborg ian i sm i n 1 9 6 3 , 1 was 
f o r t u n a t e enough t o take advantage o f t w o very 
valuable assets o f t h e c h u r c h : L E I a n d U r b a n a 
College. I am able t o state w i t h o u t h e s i t a t i o n t h a t 
u n t i l I came i n t o c o n t a c t w i t h C a r o l y n B l a c k m e r , 
B j o r n J o h a n n s o n , Roger Paulson , and o t h e r Swe-
denborgians at U r b a n a , 1 was u n m o v e d and u n e n -
thusiast ic over m y c o n t a c t w i t h the c h u r c h . A d 
m i t t e d l y , I have s h o w n l i t t l e enthus iasm since leav
i n g U r b a n a over six years ago; however , the U r b a n a 
experience ( p r i o r t o i ts inev i tab le descent t o the 
mediocre m i d d l e g r o u n d o f A m e r i c a n e d u c a t i o n ) 
l e f t me w i t h a sense o f self and purpose w h i c h 1 
am f o r t u n a t e t o e n j o y . 

A s f o r m o r e substant ia l credent ia ls , I h o l d an M . A . 
i n Soc io logy a n d I a m n o w c o m p l e t i n g w o r k t o 
w a r d t h e P h . D . F o r t w o years I taught soc io logy 
and economics i n the p u b l i c schools ; a n d m o r e 
r e c e n t l y , I am teach ing c r i m i n o l o g y and d o i n g re 
search i n u r b a n ecology at the O h i o State U n i v e r 
s i t y . 

P A G E C O N A N T 

M o d e r a t o r o f the B r i d g e w a t e r , Mass. C h u r c h , Presi
d e n t o f N C T S c o r p o r a t i o n , f o r m e r m e m b e r o f 
General C o u n c i l . 

C H E S T E R T H O M A S C O O K 

J a n u a r y 16 . 1 8 9 8 

L i f e member—Cambr idge Soc i e ty . C h u r c h o f the 
N e w Jerusalem 

B e n l l e y College o f A c c o u n t i n g and F i n a n c e 
G r a d u a t e d 1 9 2 2 

Massachusetts C e r t i f i e d Publ i c A c c o u n t a n t s 
E x a m i n a t i o n 1 9 2 3 

REV. DR. GEORGE F. DOLE 
The Rev. Dr. George F. Dole, son of the late 
Louis A. Dole, and his wife, Anita, is the 
pastor of the Cambridge, Mass. Society. He 
was b o r n i n Fryeburg, Maine, As a Rhodes 
scholar, he went to Oxford, England, where he 
distinguished himself, both for scholastic and 
athletic activities. He graduated from the New 
Church Theological School and was ordained 
into the ministry in 1960. He has served as 
vice-president of the Alumni Association of the 
New Church Theological School, and is now a 
member of the Board of Missions, the General 
Council, and is completing four years' service 
as President of the Massachusetts Association. 
He received his PhD from Harvard in 1965. He 
is Director of the Fryeburg New Church Assem
bly. His wife is t h e former Lois Seekamp, and 
t h e y are the parents o f five l i ve ly youngsters 
S t u a r t . A l i c i a . Sara. A n d r e w , a n d B r u c e . 

A U G U S T 4 . E B E L 

A u g u s t A . (Gus ) Ebe l is a m e m b e r o f the Washing
t o n . D . C. Soc ie ty and is j u s t c o m p l e t i n g his f i rs t 
t e r m as a m e m b e r o f the Pension F u n d . Since 
j o i n i n g the Wash ington C h u r c h i n 1 9 5 6 , he has 
been very act ive i n local c h u r c h af fairs serving as 
congregat i on pres ident f r o m 1960 t o 1962 and 
again f r o m 1 9 6 8 t o 1 9 7 1 . He has also served as 
vice pres ident f r o m 1 9 5 9 to 1 9 6 0 a n d as treasurer 
f r o m 1956 to 1 9 5 9 and again f r o m 1 9 6 6 t o 1 9 6 8 . 

I n recent years Gus has also been devo ted t o the 
broader level o f c h u r c h w o r k . Since 1968 he has 
been vice pres ident o f the M i d d l e A t l a n t i c Associa
t i o n and i n 1969 he was elected to General C o u n 
c i l . I n A u g u s t 1 9 7 0 he p a r t i c i p a t e d in the L a y 
men's S t u d y G r o u p t o consider the f u t u r e course 
o f the N e w C h u r c h . 
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C a p t a i n Ebe l is a career naval o f f i c e r on active 
c o m p l e t i n g his 2 9 t h year o f service. He is present-



l y assigned t o the Deep Submergence Systems Pro
j e c t as Techn i ca l D i r e c t o r . I n th i s capac i ty he is 
responsible f o r t h e t e chn i ca l aspects o f t h e devel 
o p m e n t o f deep submersib le vehicles, M a n - i n - t h e 
Sea programs a n d t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f deep d i v i n g 
S C U B A e q u i p m e n t . 

His e d u c a t i o n inc ludes a Bachelor o f A r t s degree 
f r o m the U n i v e r s i t y o f N o r t h e r n I o w a a n d a Doc 
t o r o f P h i l o s o p h y degree f r o m Massachusetts I n 
s t i t u t e o f T e c h n o l o g y , b o t h w i t h majors i n physics . 

M a r r i e d t o the f o r m e r M a r y H a m m o n d Ca lby o f 
B o s t o n , Massachusetts, C a p t a i n and M r s . E b e l have 
t w o c h i l d r e n , Er i c and Sara, b o t h n o w u n i v e r s i t y 
s tudents . T h e f a m i l y resides at 7 2 1 1 A r r o w w o o d 
R o a d , Bethesda, M a r y l a n d . 

E R N E S T E K B E R G 

I have h e l d o f f i c e i n the league, l o ca l a n d n a t i o n a l , 
f o r t h e past 7 years. I s tarted o u t w i t h the E l m -
w o o d C h u r c h be ing elected secretary, pres ident 
and vice pres ident o f the league i n m y f i r s t f ew 
years w i t h the c h u r c h . 

I n 1 9 6 6 i n U r b a n a I was elected Pres. o f A N C L 
and have h e l d t h a t p o s i t i o n be ing re-elected f o r 3 
successive terms . T h r o u g h the c h u r c h p r o v i d i n g 
funds f o r t rave l I he lped p l a n the W i n d s o r , K i t c h 
ener, C a l i f o r n i a , and present ly the U r b a n a Conven
t i o n . I have also v i s i t ed leagues t h r o u g h o u t the 
c o u n t r y . 

W h e n m y t e r m e x p i r e d as Pres. o f A N C L I was 
elected t o a new p o s i t i o n — t h a t o f adviser t o the 
execut ive c o m m i t t e e o f A N C L . 

I have h a d n u m e r o u s meet ings w i t h m a n y o f the 
boards a n d c o m m i t t e e s i n the c h u r c h t o discuss 
league af fairs a n d t o seek th is he lp . 

I feel t h a t I c o u l d b r i n g i n t o General C o u n c i l i f I 
am elected a y o u n g person's p o i n t o f v iew f r o m 
m y past experience and perhaps to present some 
new ideas and also to learn m o r e o f h o w o u r 
c h u r c h operates. 

R E V . H O R A N D K . G U T F E L D T , P H . D . 

I grew u p i n L a t v i a , one o f the three B a l t i c States 
t h a t were i n d e p e n d e n t republ i cs d u r i n g t h e t i m e 
b e t w e e n the t w o w o r l d wars . A f t e r t h e o u t b r e a k 
o f W o r l d War I I , Russia o c cup ied bases i n L a t v i a , 
a n d w e fled t o G e r m a n y , a n t i c i p a t i n g Russian oc
c u p a t i o n . 

I was soon d r a f t e d t o the G e r m a n a i r f o r ce , a n d 
served a n u m b e r o f d i f f e r e n t f u n c t i o n s i n Y o u g o -
slavia, I t a l y , H u n g a r y , H o l l a n d , B e l g i u m . A s a p r i 
soner o f w a r , I w o r k e d i n the i l l - f a m e d Belg ian 
coal mines and later o n a f a r m . M y c o n v i c t i o n o f 
t h e cal l t o the m i n i s t r y m a t u r e d here , a n d af ter m y 
release I resumed m y s t u d y o f t h e o l o g y at t h e 
U n i v e r s i t y o f M a r b u r g , G e r m a n y , where Professors 
Benz , B u l t m a n n a n d T i l l i c h were o u t s t a n d i n g . A t 
t h e same t i m e I e n r o l l e d i n a f u l l course o f psycho 
l o g y , p a r t i c i p a t i n g i n series o f e x p e r i m e n t s i n para
p s y c h o l o g y . A f t e r o b t a i n i n g a scholarship at t h e 
Theo log i ca l Schoo l i n Cambr idge , I also e n r o l l e d 
at H a r v a r d a n d o b t a i n e d m y master 's degree a long 
w i t h m y g r a d u a t i o n f r o m N C T S i n 1 9 5 5 . M y i n 
t e rnsh ip w i t h Rev. Reissner i n West B e r l i n l ed later 
t o an assistant pastorate i n t h e d i v i d e d c i t y , and 
later I was f o r 10 years miss ionary m i n i s t e r i n 
V i e n n a , A u s t r i a . D u r i n g th i s t i m e , I made a n u m 
ber o f vis its b e h i n d the I r o n C u r t a i n t o Chekos lo -
vakia a n d Vougos lavia a n d East B e r l i n . A n o t h e r 
h i g h l i g h t o f m y a c t i v i t y was the i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
y o u n g people 's camp each s u m m e r i n t h e H i g h 
A l p s , where also f r i ends f r o m E n g l a n d a n d A m e r i c a 
p a r t i c i p a t e d . I c o n t i n u e d m y studies at t h e U n i v e r 
s i ty o f V i e n n a , where I o b t a i n e d t h e degree o f doc
t o r o f p h i l o s o p h y . Since 1 9 6 8 I a m Ass istant Pro 
fessor o f Psycho logy a n d Soc io logy at U r b a n a C o l 
lege, w h e r e I also teach a course i n "Swedenborg ' s 
Re l ig ious T h o u g h t . " A t the U r b a n a N e w C h u r c h , 
w h i c h is t h e College Chape l , I a m a p a r t - t i m e m i n 
ister , a n d also take services i n n e i g h b o r i n g churches . 

C A R L L . H E C K 

I a m e n t e r i n g this e l e c t i on as a n o m i n e e f o r Gener
al C o u n c i l because I feel m y y o u t h , experience and 
b a c k g r o u n d can be used t o good advamtage f o r t h e 
b e n e f i t o f the General C o n v e n t i o n o f the N e w 
Jerusa lem. 

I a m 3 1 years o f age, m a r r i e d a n d w i t h a f a m i l y o f 
a g i r l , age 6, a n d a b o y , age 4 . I am a descendent 
o f the Pennsylvania D e u t s c h — " T r a i l o f the Cones-
t o g a " a n d a l i f e - t i m e res ident o f the K i t c h e n e r area. 

I am a m e m b e r o f the C h u r c h o f t h e G o o d Shep
h e r d i n K i t c h e n e r , and present ly c o m p l e t i n g m y 
t h i r d t e r m as C h a i r m a n o f the C h u r c h B o a r d . M y 
t e r m as C h a i r m a n o f the B o a r d has been preceded 
b y t w o years as a C h u r c h B o a r d m e m b e r . 

I have been a m e m b e r o f the B o y Scouts o f Canada 
d u r i n g w h i c h t i m e I represented Canada at a W o r l d 
J a m b o r e e h e l d i n E n g l a n d . I have been a m e m b e r 



o f t h e J u n i o r Chamber o f C o m m e r c e ( " J . C.'s) i n 
vo lved i n c ivic events organized f o r the bene f i t o f 
o u r c o m m u n i t y . I a m an avid gol fer a n d skier w i t h 
a s m a t t e r i n g o f al l o t h e r sports t h r o w n i n f o r 
v a r i e t y . 

I am a professional e leelr ieal engineer a n d associate 
p a r t n e r i n a c o n s u l t i n g engineer ing f i r m i n the c i t y 
o f K i t c h e n e r . 

I n m y profess ion as a c o n s u l t i n g engineer, I a m 
con s tant ly aware o f people 's needs a n d feel th i s 
experience is a great asset i n al l f o r m s o f elected 
o f f i c e . 

R e l i g i o n has t r a d i t i o n a l l y been a cause f o r the very 
y o u n g and the e l d e r l y . The in -be tween generat ion 
is ne i ther f o r , nor against the c h u r c h , t h e v are j u s t 
n o t w i t h i t . I t is m y hope , t h a t be ing a m e m b e r o f 
the in -be tween genera t i on , 1 can he lp t o br idge 
this gap. 

A D O L P H L I E B E R T 

A d o l p h ( A d ) L i e b e r t was b o r n , raised a n d educated 
i n Ph i lade lph ia be fore m o v i n g t o P i t t s b u r g h where 
he n o w resides w i t h h is w i f e A n n e . 

He asked f o r early r e t i r e m e n t last year f r o m his 
p o s i t i o n o f Research Engineer i n the U n i t e d E n 
g ineer ing and F o u n d r y C o m p a n y Research and D e 
v e l o p m e n t D e p a r t m e n t , designers and m a n u f a c t u 
rers o f steel r o l l i n g m i l l s , e q u i p m e n t and al l ied 
p r o d u c t s , t o pursue act iv i t ies f o r the c h u r c h a n d 
f o r o t h e r interests . 

His associat ion w i t h Swedenborg ian c h u r c h a c t i v i 
ties i n c l u d e m e m b e r s h i p o n the General C o u n c i l o f 
the General C o n v e n t i o n o f the N e w Jerusa lem, 
B o a r d o f Managers o f the Swedenborg Schoo l o f 
R e l i g i o n , past President o f the Swedenborg ian 
Churches i n b o t h Phi lade lphia and P i t t s b u r g h , t r u s 
tee o f the C o u n c i l o f the C h u r c h o f the N e w J e r u 
salem i n P i t t s b u r g h , trustee o f the execut ive c o m 
m i t t e e o f the O h i o Assoc ia t i on o f the N e w C h u r c h 
and a m e m b e r o f t h e b o a r d o f d i rec tors o f the 
Swedenborg F o u n d a t i o n . 

He m a r r i e d the f o r m e r A n n e Louise T a f e l , a daugh
ter o f Rev. L o u i s H . T a f e l , m i n i s t e r a n d t rans la to r 
o f E m a n u e l Swedenborg . T h e y arc the parents o f 
t w o c h i l d r e n , D o r i s A n n e and A . T h e o d o r e , a n d 
six g r a n d c h i l d r e n . 

F o r r e l a x a t i o n , A d enjoys read ing , music and a l l 
phases o f p h o t o g r a p h y . 

E R N E S T 0 . M A R T I N 

President o f C o n v e n t i o n since J u l y 1968 . G r a d u 
ate o f B o s t o n U n i v e r s i t y ( A B ) , H a r v a r d ( S T B ) , a n d 
the N e w C h u r c h Theo log i ca l Schoo l ( S w e d e n b o r g 
Schoo l o f R e l i g i o n ) . Served as m i n i s t e r o f the W i l 
m i n g t o n c h u r c h f r o m 1952 t o 1 9 5 9 and the Wash
i n g t o n , D . C. c h u r c h f r o m 1959 t o 1968 . 

C o n v e n t i o n and Assoc ia t i on respons ib i l i t i es have 
i n c l u d e d the B o a r d o f E d u c a t i o n , the B o a r d o f 
Managers o f the S w e d e n b o r g Schoo l o f R e l i g i o n , 
the B o a r d o f P u b l i c a t i o n , the E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t 
tee o f the C o u n c i l o f M i n i s t e r s , and the Presidency 
and General Pastorship o f the M i d d l e A t l a n t i c A s 
so c ia t i on . 

Special interests i n c l u d e the m y s t i c a l d i m e n s i o n t o 
l i f e ; r e l a t i n g the gospel and c h u r c h teachings t o 
e conomic , social and p o l i t i c a l concerns ; and p a r t i c 
i p a t i n g i n the meetings o f the N a t i o n a l C o u n c i l o f 
Churches . Hobb ies i n c l u d e t enn is , sa i l ing , a n d 
landscape gardening . 

M a r r i e d t o Perry V a n Rensselaer S k i n n e r since 
1 9 4 9 . O u r six c h i l d r e n ( D a v i d , Paul , R u t h , Rache l , 
Ben a n d J e n n y ) range i n age f r o m 10 t o 2 0 . 

P E R R Y S. M A R T I N 

I was b o r n i n C i n c i n n a t i , O h i o , a n d I a t t e n d e d S u n 
day Schoo l at the C h u r c h o f the N e w Jerusalem 
every S u n d a y , except s u m m e r , rece iv ing a n u m b e r 
o f silver spoons as prizes f o r per fe c t a t tendance . 
W h e n I was 15 , I w e n t t o Chapel H i l l , i n W a l t h a m . 
Mass., and a f t e rwards a t t e n d e d R a d c l i f f e Col lege. 

A t a 4 t h o f J u l y weekend housepar ty o f y o u n g 
people i n D u x b u r y , Mass., I m e t a y o u n g t h e o l o g i 
cal s t u d e n t n a m e d Ernest M a r t i n . We became bet 
ter a cqua inted at our c h u r c h camp i n F r y e b u r g , 
M a i n e , a n d i n J u l y , 1 9 4 9 , we were m a r r i e d . 

I w o r k e d as an e d i t o r i a l assistant i n the t e x t b o o k 
d e p a r t m e n t o f H o u g h t o n M i f f l i n be fore e n t e r i n g a 
new career as m o t h e r o f six c h i l d r e n . We m o v e d 
f r o m C a m b r i d g e , Mass. t o W i l m i n g t o n , De laware , 
and t h e n t o W a s h i n g t o n , D . C. I n W a s h i n g t o n , be
sides be ing active i n the League o f W o m e n V o t e r s , 
I became interested i n w o r k i n g w i t h c h i l d r e n i n 
o u r c h u r c h c o m m u n i t y . We deve loped an arts and 
craf ts p r o g r a m , a t u t o r i n g service, and a Head S t a r t 
p r o g r a m . I n 1 9 6 8 we m o v e d t o W e s t o n , Mass. 

I have been elected t o the B o a r d o f E d u c a t i o n f o r 



one t e r m , and d u r i n g th i s t e r m have served as Sec
r e t a r y . I have also been a m e m b e r o f the A d u l t 
E d u c a t i o n C o m m i t t e e . 

T h i s spr ing I have app l i ed f o r admiss ion t o the 
Masters Degree Program i n Counse l ing at N o r t h 
eastern U n i v e r s i t y , where I am t a k i n g a course i n 
V o c a t i o n a l Gu idance . Since m i d - w i n t e r I have 
served as assistant t o the e d i t o r o f The Messen
ger. 

R O G E R D . P A U L S O N 

Roger Dean Paulson was b o r n i n St . Paul , M i n n e 
sota a n d a t t e n d e d t h e St . Paul Swedenborg ian 
C h u r c h since t h e age o f f ive . He grew u p i n the 
Sunday Schoo l and was active i n t h e J u n i o r a n d 
Senior Leagues. A s an a d u l t , he was pres ident o f 
his congregat i on f o r f ive years a n d served as S u n 
day Schoo l S u p e r i n t e n d e n t f o r three . He is cur 
r e n t l y secretary o f the I l l i n o i s Assoc ia t i on a n d 
m a i n t a i n s m e m b e r s h i p i n t h e St . Paul Swedenbor 
gian C h u r c h . 

He has served General C o n v e n t i o n ' s Publ i c Rela
t i ons B u r e a u ( n o w d e f u n c t ) , B o a r d o f E d u c a t i o n ' s 
Leadership E d u c a t i o n s u b - c o m m i t t e e and was d i 
r e c t o r o f Leadership T r a i n i n g I n s t i t u t e s f o r a n u m 
ber o f years. He served f o u r years o n General 
C o u n c i l and is c u r r e n t l y a m e m b e r o f Counc i l ' s 
Research C o m m i t t e e and is an elected m e m b e r o f 
the B o a r d o f Managers o f the S w e d e n b o r g Schoo l 
o f R e l i g i o n . 

Paulson has served U r b a n a College as Business M a n 
ager f o r e ight years a n d is c u r r e n t l y Ass is tant t o 
the President f o r F i e l d Operat i ons . He is present ly 
General C h a i r m a n o f C o n v e n t i o n ' s P lann ing C o m 
m i t t e e f o r the 1 9 7 1 C o n v e n t i o n at U r b a n a College. 
He is a l i f e m e m b e r o f the S w e d e n b o r g F o u n d a 
t i o n . 

S T E W A R T E. P O O L E 

Vice President o f Convent ion since 1957 . 

Chairman o f the A u g m e n t a t i o n F u n d , Trustee o f 
Urbana College and a member o f the Board o f the 
Wayfarers ' Chapel . 

President o f the W i l m i n g t o n , Delaware, Church o f 
the H o l y C i t y . 

Chairman o f the Board o f A t l a n t i c A v i a t i o n Cor
p o r a t i o n , Consul tant t o Henry B . dePont and a d i 
rector o f the Bank o f Delaware. 

E T H E L R I C E 

B o r n i n Chicago, Mrs . Rice's earliest Church asso
ciations were w i t h the H u m b o l d t Park Parish, a so
c iety established by her grandfather , the Rev. 
A d o l p h J . Bartels. While s t i l l i n her teens she was 
employed at the Book Rooms o f the Western New-
Church U n i o n in d o w n t o w n Chicago, and served as 
secretary t o the Rev. H i r a m V r o o m a n d u r i n g his 
tenure as broadcasting minis ter f o r the U n i o n . 

W i t h her husband, minister o f the B r o c k t o n Socie
t y , Mrs . Rice has w o r k e d energetically i n such 
wide ly separated pastorates as Chicago; F r y e b u r g , 
Maine ; St. Paul , Minnesota ; and E l m w o o d , Massa
chusetts. Her chief interests are music and Sunday 
School w o r k . 

Since the summer o f 1966 she has been employed 
by the Massachusetts New-Church U n i o n i n Bos
t o n , presently serving as manager o f the attract ive 
B o o k Rooms located at 175 N e w b u r y Street. 

She is President o f the Al l iance o f New-Church 
W o m e n , and Vice-President and Chaplain o f the 
Massachusetts Assoc iat ion Women's A l l i ance . 

Mrs . Rice was elected t o the post o f Record ing 
Secretary at the 1968 Convent ion held in Windsor , 
O n t a r i o . 

M A R G A R E T S. S A M P S O N 
I was b o r n a n d b r o u g h t u p a Swedenborg ian a n d 
learned t h e doc t r ines i n t h e N e w t o n v i l l e C h u r c h . 
A t present I a m active i n t h e N e w Y o r k Soc ie ty 
and besides be ing o n c o m m i t t e e s there I a m a dele
gate t o the General Assembly o f the N e w Y o r k 
C i t y C o u n c i l o f Churches and a m e m b e r o f t w o o f 
t h e i r c o m m i t t e e s . I n C o n v e n t i o n I served some 
years ago as c h a i r m a n o f t h e L a y Leadersh ip S t u d v 
C o m m i t t e e . M y m o s t serious w o r k i n C o n v e n t i o n 
is as c h a i r m a n o f the Projects C o m m i t t e e o f the 
B o a r d o f Missions o f w h i c h I have l ong been a 
m e m b e r . Last year I f in i shed m y t e r m o f o f f i ce 
as secretary o f the 1970 N e w C h u r c h W o r l d Assem
b l y C o n v e n t i o n P lann ing C o m m i t t e e . N o w r e t i r e d , 
I am d e v o t i n g m o r e t i m e t o m v m a n y C h u r c h i n 
terests. 

D O R I S T A F E L 

M i n i s t e r ' s secretary and o f f i ce manager o f the Phi la 
de lph ia C h u r c h , a n d i n c u m b e n t trustee o f the Pen
s ion F u n d . 



H A R V E Y A . T A F E L 

I was b o r n and raised i n Ph i lade lph ia , Pennsylvania , 
g r o w i n g u p i n the C h u r c h there , where m y f a t h e r 
was the m i n i s t e r . I was act ive i n the y o u n g peo
ple's league, be ing President o f the A N C L f o r one 
vear. 
I decided to m a k e the m i n i s t r y m y l i fe ' s w o r k , and 
entered o u r theo log ica l school i n 1 9 6 3 af ter gradu
a t i n g f r o m D i c k i n s o n College. I received a c e r t i f i 
cate o f g r a d u a t i o n f r o m t h e Swedenborg Schoo l o f 
Re l i g i on a n d a B . D . f r o m A n d o v e r N e w t o n T h e o 
log ica l Schoo l i n 1967 . I came t o E d m o n t o n , A l 

t' 

ber ta f o u r years ago as m i n i s t e r o f the C h u r c h o f 
the H o l y C i t y (Swedenborg ian ) a f ter m y o r d i n a 
t i o n i n J u n e , 1 9 6 7 . 
1 have been act ive i n w o r k a m o n g the churches i n 
E d m o n t o n , be ing secretary o f the N o r t h East Area 
Clergy Assoc iat ion last year . I have been t a k i n g 
courses at the U n i v e r s i t y o f A l b e r t a the last t w o 
years i n t h e f i e ld o f counsel ing . F o r the past 
three years, I have served the Western Canada C o n 
ference as i t s secretary. M y w i f e , J u d y , a n d I have 
three c h i l d r e n , D a v i d , C h r i s t o p h e r , a n d Sandra. 

MR. ROBERT W. TAFEL 

M r . Tafelgrewup and went to school in Phila
delphia. He received his B.S. degree in me
chanical engineering from the Drexel Institute 
of Technology. He is a registered professional 
engineer in the state of Pennsylvania and has 
been employed by the Navy Department for the 
past 25 years as a research engineer in the field 
of airborne photographic equipment. 

M r . Tafel was baptized, confirmed and attended 
Sunday School in the Philadelphia church where 
he has served on the Church Committee with a 
6-year term as its chairman. He served for 3 
years as chairman of the Stewardship Com
mittee of the Philadelphia Society and is now 
Presidentof the Society. He is a member of the 
Board of Home and Foreign Missions and has 
s e r v e d as President of the American New 
Church Tract and Publication Society. He is 
also a member of the Convention Nominating 
Committee. 

G A L E N U N R U H 

N o m i n a t e d f o r B o a r d o f H o m e a n d F o r e i g n M i s 
sions a n d B o a r d o f Trustees, Pension F u n d . M r . 
U n r u h is a nat ive Kansan a n d has been serving as 
m i n i s t e r o f the Pawnee R o c k c h u r c h since o r d i n a 
t i o n i n 1 9 6 2 . He has h e l d a n u m b e r o f o f f ices i n 
t h e Kansas Assoc ia t i on and General C o n v e n t i o n , 
i n c l u d i n g m e m b e r s h i p o n the General C o u n c i l o f 

C o n v e n t i o n . He is a f a m i l i a r f igure at C o n v e n t i o n 
sessions. A t present M r . U n r u h is a t t e n d i n g B a r t o n 
C o u n t y C o m m u n i t y J u n i o r College a n d plans t o 
e n r o l l at F o r t Hays State College at Hays , Kansas 
i n the F a l l . 

H E R B E R T Y O U N G 

B o r n and raised i n N e w E n g l a n d — m e m b e r o f the 
B o s t o n Soc iety i n m y v o u t h and m a r r i e d a w o n d e r 
f u l N e w C h u r c h g i r l i n t h e B o s t o n C h u r c h o n 
N o v e m b e r 1 , 1 9 4 1 . 

We m o v e d to F l o r i d a i n 1 9 4 3 and f o r m a n y years 
had no d i re c t N e w C h u r c h a f f i l i a t i o n s . 
W h e n c o n t a c t e d b y the Rev. E. L . F r e d e r i c k o f the 
B o a r d o f Missions became again i n v o l v e d and as
sisted i n t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n o f the M i a m i Soc i e ty . 
Have served as i ts President since i ts f o u n d i n g and 
la ter as Secretary o f the S E A o f the c h u r c h . 
Have one son s t i l l i n college a n d t w o m a r r i e d 
daughters ( 3 g r a n d c h i l d r e n ) . Have been e m p l o y e d 
b y Eastern A i r L ines i n M i a m i f or t w e n t y e ight ( 2 8 ) 
years a n d a m present ly A d m i n i s t r a t o r o f L a b o r 
Re la t i ons f o r one o f i t s m a j o r maintenance depar t 
m e n t in M i a m i . 1 l o r i d a . 

E R I C Z A C H A R I A S 

I have c o m p l e t e d t w e n t y years i n t h e N e w C h u r c h 
m i n i s t r y . A l l o f th is p e r i o d has been spent i n K a n 
sas w i t h t h e e x c e p t i o n o f f o u r years w h i c h were 
w i t h the San Franc isco Parish i n C a l i f o r n i a . Cur 
r e n t l y , I a m serving as President o f the Kansas As
so c ia t i on . 
F o r the past seven years, I have been e m p l o y e d 
f u l l t i m e also i n t h e secular f i e l d . F ive years o f 
this t i m e were w i t h the Reno C o u n t v D e p t . o f 
Social Wel fare a n d n o w f o r a b o u t t w o years as a 
staf f m e m b e r o f the K i n g m a n — R e n o C o u n t y M e n 
ta l H e a l t h Center . T h i s last , p a r t i c u l a r l y , has been 
a t r e m e n d o u s l y r e w a r d i n g experience i n t h a t i t has 
o f f e r e d an o p p o r t u n i t y t o w o r k w i t h a p s y c h i a t r i s t 
w h o is q u i t e apprec iat ive o f Swedenborg ' s t r ea t 
m e n t o f h u m a n nature and the w h o l e f i e l d o f the 
i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n nature a n d s p i r i t . W o r k 
i n g i n th i s f i e l d , t o o , has helped t o keep abreast o f 
w h a t is t a k i n g place t o d a y i n the c h u r c h at large 
and i n the general area o f the m i n i s t r y . T h e M e n 
ta l H e a l t h Center is closely i n v o l v e d w i t h the m i n i s 
ters o f o u r c o m m u n i t y and has i n the past p lanned 
and c o n d u c t e d w o r k s h o p s o f var ious k i n d s w i t h 
t h e m . 

B e t t y and 1 are the parents o f f ive ch i ldren—one o f 
w h o m w i l l he a s t u d e n t at U r b a n a U n i v e r s i t y in t h e 
f a l l o f th is year . T w o o f o u r c h i l d r e n are i n the 
h o m e — t w o are m a r r i e d . 



C O N V E N T I O N I N T E R E S T S E M I N A R S 

F u l l descriptions of courses in A p r i l Messenger, pages 67 -69 . 

A Greater Vision of the New C h u r c h for the F u t u r e 
Leader : Rev. Horand Gutfeldt 

Area Conference Retreat Centers 
L i m i t : 18 Leaders: Rev. Richard Tafel. J r . and Rev. Robert Tafel 

Change and the Swedenborgian C h u r c h 
Leader : Rev. Paul Zacharias 

Concerns of College Students 
Leader : Marq Stankowski, Ph. D. 

Current Social Problems 
Leaders : Edward Bohlander, J r . and Jonathan Tafel 

Gospel Parables 
T w o groups, each l imited to 25. Leaders : Rev. George Dole and Rev. George McCurdy 

Leadership E d u c a t i o n Institute, a program for the new Swedenborgian 
Leader : Rev. Jerome A. Poole 

Meditation and Personal Religion 
L i m i t : 20 Leader : Dorothea Harvey, B.D., Ph. D. 

Pastoral Skil ls for L a y m e n 
Leader : Rev. David Johnson 

Personal G r o w t h 

L i m i t : 15 Leader : Elizabeth Gutfeldt, M. S. 

Prayer Laboratory 
L i m i t : 20 Leaders : R e v . Brian Kingslake and J i l l Kingslake 

Swedenborg's Psychology for Present Day Use 
Leader : Carolyn Blackmer, M. A. 

T h e Bible in a Secular World 
Leader : Rev. Richard H. Tafel 

T h e C h u r c h and Society 
L i m i t : 20 Leader : Ret ; . Jaikoo Lee 

T h e New Morality and Personal G r o w t h 
Leader : Rev. Calvin Turley 

What is it to be a Swedenborgian? 
Leader : Rev. Owen Turley 

Working Out Bible and Original D r a m a for and with Children 
Leader : Emilie Bateman, Lay Worker 
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NOTE TO PROSPECTIVE STUDENTS: 

Welcome . Each course w i l l meet f o r f o u r sessions; T h u r s d a y a f t e r n o o n , T h u r s d a y evening, 
F r i d a y m o r n i n g , and F r i d a y a f t e r n o o n , w i t h such coffee and o t h e r breaks as the leaders 
and g r o u p may d e t e r m i n e . Please register f o r one course, as y o u r f i r s t choice , and l ist an 
a l ternate course as y o u r second choice . Please register as soon as y o u are reasonably sure 
w h a t course y o u w a n t , especially f o r any course w i t h l i m i t e d e n r o l l m e n t . 

M a i l f o r m for each registrant by M a y 1 5 t h t o : Mr. Roger D. Paulson, Urbana College, U r 
bana, Ohio 4 3 0 7 8 . 

A D V A N C E S E M I N A R R E G I S T R A T I O N 

1971 C O N V E N T I O N I N T E R E S T S E M I N A R S 

J u n e 24-26, 1971 

Urbana College 
Urbana, Ohio 4 3 0 7 8 

Name 

Seminar T i t l e (first choice) 

Seminar T i t l e (second choice) 

A l l seminars w i l l begin at I : 3 0 P . M . o n T h u r s d a y . J u n e 2 4 t h . L o c a t i o n s o f seminar meet 
ings w i l l be a n n o u n c e d at the t i m e o f r eg i s t ra t i on in U r b a n a . Regular a t tendance at a l l 
seminar sessions is expec ted , and no course transfers w i l l be p e r m i t t e d af ter the o p e n i n g 
o f the second session. F i r s t choice reg is trat ions w i l l be h o n o r e d wherever possible , b u t i n 
courses w i t h e n r o l l m e n t l i m i t a t i o n s , the f i r s t preference w i l l go t o earliest advance regis
t r a t i o n s . 

A D V A N C E S E M I N A R R E G I S T R A T I O N 

1971 C O N V E N T I O N I N T E R E S T S E M I N A R S 

J u n e 24-26, 1971 

Urbana College 
Urbana, Ohio 43078 

Name 

Seminar Tit le (first choice) 

Seminar I i t le (second choice 

A l l seminars w i l l begin at 1 :30 P. M . on T h u r s d a y , June 2 4 t h . L o c a t i o n s o f seminar meet 
ings w i l l be a n n o u n c e d at the t i m e o f r e g i s t r a t i o n in U r b a n a . Regular a t tendance at a l l 
seminar sessions is expected , and no course transfers w i l l be p e r m i t t e d af ter the o p e n i n g 
o f the second session. F i r s t choice reg is trat ions w i l l be h o n o r e d wherever possible, b u t i n 
courses w i t h e n r o l l m e n t l i m i t a t i o n s , the f i rs t preference w i l l go t o earliest advance regis
t r a t i o n s . 
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A D V A N C E C O N V E N T I O N R E G I S T R A T I O N 

I 

i 

as 

O N E H U N D R E D F O R T Y - S E V E N T H G E N E R A L C O N V E N T I O N 
O F T H E S W E D E N B O R G I A N C H U R C H 

J u n e 24-27, 1971 

Urbana College 
Urbana, Ohio 4 3 0 7 8 

Na 

I expect t o arr ive at 

at 
time 

place date 

I w i l l need t r a n s p o r t a t i o n f r o m (circle one) U r b a n a Rus D e p o t , S p r i n g f i e l d Bus D e p o t . 
D a y t o n A i r p o r t 

Names o f persons i n m y p a r t y : (include your own name) 
M a r k A N C L a f ter names o f v o u n g people w h o w i l l be s tay ing w i t h Leaguers at special 
rates. 

R o o m Preference (circle one) Single, D o u b l e , D o w n s t a i r s , Upsta irs 

R A T E S : 

$8 .00 per person per day for board and room (double occupancy) . $11 .75 per day for 
single room. $6 .50 per person per day for young people rooming with A N C L . All rooms 
except for Leaguers air conditioned. Chi ldren under 10, $6 .38 per day room and board. 

I w i l l need m y r o o m f r o m . throua fh -
date date 

Mail this form to Mr. Roger D. Paulson, Urbana College, Urbana, Ohio 4 3 0 7 8 

C O N V E N T I O N TIPS 

Olympic pool available daily—bring swim suit ! 

Handball courts, tennis courts, baseball diamond, T r a c k available 

Baby sitting service available J u n e 21—26 

Ask for information on farm vacations before or after Convention 

O n the campus, visit the library built wi th Convention contribu tions, and other buildings new since last 
Urbana Convention. E x p e c t to sleep wel l : housing will be in air-conditioned suite-type new dormitories. 

9 1 



Preliminary Program 
Sunday, June 10, 6:00 P. M . Ministers' institute begins 

(Lunch available at 12:00 Noon) 

Monday, June 2 1 , 9:00 A . M . Ministers' wives program begins 

Tuesday, June 22, 1:30 P. M . Council o f Ministers begins 

Wednesday, June 23, 1:30 P. M . General Council begins 

4:00 P . M . Sunday School Association 

7:30 P. M . National Alliance meeting 

9:00 P. M . A N C L Coffee House w i t h musical talent 

10:00 P . M . Alliance Social Hour 

Thursday, June 24, 9:00 A. M . Opening o f convention and first business session 

9:00 A . M . A N C L Business meeting 
11:00 A . M . Rev. Paul V . Vickers, President o f General Conference 

1:30 P. M . Interest seminars begin 

8:00 P. M . Reception by Convention President and Mrs. Ernest O. Mart in 

Friday, June 25, 5:30 P. M . A N C L Pre-dinner Gathering (for everybody) 

8:00 P. M . Reception by the President o f Urbana College and 
Mrs. Paul A . Zehner 

Saturday, June 26, 9:00 A . M . Convention business session and annual elections 

1:30 P. M . A N C L Picnic at Cl i f ton Gorge 

5:00 P. M . Luau 

8:00 P. M . A N C L Dance (Music by "The Sailcat" Group 

8:00 P. M . "Dance for older swingers 

Sunday, June 27, 10:30 A . M . Convention Worship Service 

2:00 P. M . General Council 
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Mid-West 
A 3 D A Y C O M M U N I T Y 

M a r y d a l e lies j u s t s o u t h o f C i n c i n n a t i o n 4 0 0 p lus 
acres o f r o l l i n g K e n t u c k y l a n d . I t is a C a t h o l i c re 
t reat center t o w h i c h 2 0 m i d - w e s t Swedenborg ian 
l a y m e n came t o discuss, a m o n g o t h e r t h i n g s , t h e 
re t rea t o f t h e i r o w n c h u r c h i n n u m b e r s and 
s t r e n g t h . 

T h e i n s t i t u t e was s ta f fed b y 3 m e n f r o m the Swe
d e n b o r g Schoo l o f R e l i g i o n ( E d w i n C a p o n , George 
D o l e , and R o b e r t K i r v e n ) and t w o m e n f r o m the 
loca l K e m p e r R o a d C o m m u n i t y C h u r c h ( R o b e r t 
Ta fe l and R i c h a r d T a f e l , J r . ) . T h e p r o g r a m was 
e x p e r i m e n t a l i n n a t u r e , a t r i a l v e n t u r e w i t h o n l y a 
b r o a d o u t l i n e o f events. 

A l l l a y m e n a t t e n d i n g had prev ious ly sent i n regis
t r a t i o n f o r m s l i s t i n g t h e i r concerns . A m a j o r i t y 
l i s t e d ( 1 ) shar ing o f p r o b l e m s , ideas, and so lu t i ons 
and ( 2 ) where is o u r c h u r c h going? These were 
t e n t a t i v e l y the m a i n top i cs o f t h e i n s t i t u t e . 

We f i r s t m e t a t 9 : 3 0 o n F r i d a y evening and began 
w i t h name and g r o u p consciousness exercises. 
These he lped us discover w h o we a n d o thers were 
ac cord ing t o name, sex, age, t i m e i n t h e c h u r c h , 
and geographical l o c a t i o n . We f o u n d males a n d 
those less t h a n 5 0 years o l d t o be i n the m a j o r i t y . 

Saturday began w i t h an i n t r o d u c t i o n o f the week
end p r o g r a m . V a r i o u s groups were f o r m e d and 
these groups became o u r vehicle f o r the r e m a i n i n g 
week -end . 

1 . Interest Groups . These were v o l u n t a r y . We 
signed up f o r o u r special interest the n i g h t be fore . 
T h e y were h o w t o p l a n and c o n d u c t a w o r s h i p ser
v ice , h o w t o carry o n w i t h o u t a m i n i s t e r , g e t t i n g 
p u b l i c i t y f o r y o u r c h u r c h , a n d deve lop ing specific 
programs f o r v o u r h o m e c h u r c h . 

2. Original G r o u p . A , B , C, & D These as
signed groups were made u p o f people prev ious ly 
u n k n o w n t o each o t h e r , achiev ing a m i x t u r e o f 
ideas. 

3. Task Forces . A & B made one a n d C & D 
the o t h e r task f o rce . 

4 . T r i a d s . These were v o l u n t a r y groups o f 2 or 
3 t h a t m e t b r i e f l y t h r o u g h o u t the week-end f o r an 
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i n t e r m i x o f feedback o n h o w the i n s t i t u t e was p r o 
gressing a n d w h a t each g r o u p was d o i n g . 

5. E v e r y o n e . 

E a r l y S a t u r d a y , w i t h everyone present , the m a i n 
areas o f c oncern sur faced . D i m i n i s h i n g n u m b e r s . 
F i n a n c i a l p r o b l e m s . W h a t t o do w i t h w h a t seems 
t o be a d y i n g c h u r c h . I t was m e n t i o n e d t h a t , at 
our present rate o f n u m e r i c a l dec l ine , 100 years 
f r o m n o w o u r c h u r c h w i l l be n o n - e x i s t e n t . B o b 
K i r v e n c o m m e n t e d t h a t i n the f u t u r e perhaps we 
w o u l d be m e e t i n g i n o n l y very smal l groups , b u t 
c o m i n g together f r e q u e n t l y f o r large ce lebrat ions . 
He also stated t h a t the c h u r c h seemed sp l i t i n t o 
" t r a d i t i o n a l i s t s " a n d " i n n o v a t o r s " a n d each s h o u l d 
respect and he lp the o t h e r . Prob lems . Prob lems . 

T h i s t h r e a d o f serious concern w o u n d t h r o u g h the 
ent i re week-end a n d was b r o u g h t o u t w i t h t h e 
m o s t force a n d a c t i o n i n t h e Task Forces ( A & B / 
C & D ) . These groups focused o n p r o b l e m s , ideas, 
and s o lu t i ons . T h e discussion o f these t op i c s con 
t i n u e d t o the end o f t h e day interspersed w i t h 
Interes t G r o u p discussions, T r i a d s , coffee breaks , 
a n d exce l lent meals. 

Late i n the evening t h e s ta f f had a h a l f - h o u r f o r a 
special p r e s e n t a t i o n . T h e y had been asked f o r i n 
p u t o n personnel p r o b l e m s due t o d i m i n i s h i n g 
numbers . T h e y responded w i t h an idea f o r estab
l i sh ing regional centers, under a c h u r c h c o r p o r a t i o n 
for groups o f min is ters t o locate i n . Each congre
g a t i o n w o u l d t h e n be w i t h o u t a f u l l - t i m e m i n i s t e r 
and w o u l d have t o o b t a i n a lay m i n i s t e r . 

T h e reg ional centers w o u l d t h e n b e t t e r serve all 



congregations and iso lated groups . A l s o , f o r every 
m i n i s t e r i n the f i e l d there w o u l d be one m i n i s t e r 
w r i t i n g or t r a n s l a t i n g and min i s te rs w o u l d be freer 
t o focus o n t h e i r specialties under t h i s sys tem. I t 
was emphasized t h a t th i s was an undeve loped idea 
a n d n o t a d e f i n i t e p roposa l . There were f ive d i f 
f e rent concepts f r o m f ive d i f f e r e n t s ta f f members . 

Saturday eased t o a close w i t h e n t e r t a i n m e n t b y a 
c o n t e m p o r a r y singer f r o m t h e loca l church ' s coffee 
house. Sunday opened w i t h t h i r t y m i n u t e s o f s i 
l en t m e d i t a t i o n i n p r e p a r a t i o n f o r w o r s h i p . T h e 
w o r s h i p service was p l a n n e d a n d p a r t i c i p a t e d i n b y 
the Interes t G r o u p o n h o w t o p lan a n d c o n d u c t a 
w o r s h i p service. One S c r i p t u r e read ing was f r o m 
R e v e l a t i o n 19 where we see t h e armies o f heaven 
f o l l o w i n g C h r i s t . T h i s t h o u g h t r e m a i n e d t h r o u g h 
o u t t h e w o r s h i p . 

George D o l e and B o h Tafe l del ivered b r i e f sermons 
o n t h e i r t h o u g h t s o f the i n s t i t u t e . George c o m 
m e n t e d t h a t the center o f the c h u r c h is n o t L o v e 
o r T r u t h b u t the c o n j u n c t i o n o f these and th is c o n 
j u n c t i o n c a n n o t be j u d g e d b y numbers b u t b y 
i n t e n s i t y . B o h also spoke concern ing the size o f 
the c h u r c h . " W e are c h o s e n , " he said, a n d " t h i s 
m o m e n t is t h e c u l m i n a t i o n o f al l o u r past l i f e . " 
" W e are j u s t r i g h t , " was his repeated emphasis . 

Sunday a f t e r n o o n t h e Task G r o u p s again m e t a n d 
r e p o r t e d back t o t h e ent i re assemblage o n t h e i r 
f i n d i n g s . A & B , the g r o u p i n w h i c h I was a p a r t i c i 
p a n t , r e p o r t e d be ing unable t o reach a consensus 
o n any one p r o b l e m , idea, o r s o l u t i o n , a l t h o u g h 
m a n y were discussed. There were m a n y di f ferences 
i n the g r o u p . One m e m b e r described i t as a " v e r b a l 
h o d g e p o d g e " and n o t h i n g b u t " w o r d games . " Sev
eral stressed the i m p o r t a n c e and s t r e n g t h o f the 
W o r d w h i l e o thers t h o u g h t th is was " u n n e c e s s a r y , " 
social a n d c o m m u n i t y a c t i o n be ing a means t o t h e 
same end . I c o m m e n t e d t h a t the concerns a n d 
p r o b l e m s were so w e i g h t y t h a t we seemed t o be 
c o n d u c t i n g a funera l service instead o f ce lebrat ing 
o u r c h u r c h . T h i s was d e f i n i t e l y n o t f e l t b y a l l . 

C & D , however , r e p o r t e d hack w i t h very d e f i n i t e 
p r o b l e m s , ideas a n d so lu t i ons . Some o f the p r o b 
lems were smallness, lack o f i n s t r u c t i o n f o r c h i l 
d ren and a d u l t s , f i n a n c i a l inso lvency , where t o p u t 
o u r resources, lack o f u n i t y and enthus iasm, h a r d 
t o u n d e r s t a n d w r i t i n g s , and lack o f c o m m u n i c a 
t i o n . The ideas a n d so lut i ons w i l l f o l l o w . 

A t the c o n c l u s i o n o f the Task Force r e p o r t s , t h e 
f o u r O r i g i n a l G r o u p s ( A , B , C & D ) m e t separately 
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Participants returning to remodeled b a m in w h i c h the 
institute was held 
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T a f e l , B o b K i r v e n , B o b T a f e l 



t o r e t u r n w i t h c r i t iques o f the week -end . W h a t the 
l a v m e n r e t u r n e d w i t h were n o t just c r i t iques b u t 
concrete proposals . G r o u p C proposed t h a t we re-
r e p o r t f ive r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s t o the n a t i o n a l b o d y 
o f Swedenborg ians . T h e emphasis o f t h i s p roposa l 
was t h a t the r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s be t a k e n q u i t e se
r i o u s l y as representat ive o f the desires o f t h e 
c h u r c h a n d s h o u l d be acted u p o n w i t h enthus iasm 
and d e d i c a t i o n . 

T h e y are: 

1 . E s t a b l i s h m e n t o f a cassette l i b r a r y . 

2 . Pub l i sh ing o f a catalog l i s t i n g a l l Swedenbor 
gian re lated m a t e r i a l t h a t is avai lable , whatever t h e 
f o r m or o r g a n i z a t i o n m a k i n g i t avai lable . 

3. Revis ing o f Swedenborg 's w r i t i n g s i n t o m o 
dern Engl i sh as soon as h u m a n l y possible , w i t h e m 
phasis o n condens ing wherever possible. 

4. E s t a b l i s h m e n t o f a c o m m i t t e e f o r retreat 
p l a n n i n g made u p o f one l a y m a n f r o m each asso
c i a t i o n . T h e c o m m i t t e e is t o insure m o r e f r e q u e n t 
and var ied retreats a n d is to be responsible f o r t h e 
nuts a n d b o l t s p l a n n i n g . Each associat ion s h o u l d 
send the name o f t h e i r representat ive t o the sec
r e t a r y o f t h e O h i o Assoc ia t i on no later t h a n t h e 
last week o f September . 

5. E s t a b l i s h m e n t o f task p l a n n i n g w i t h the idea 
o f generat ing enthus iasm. I m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f spe
c i f ic p rograms , incent ives , and shortened tasks 
were m e n t i o n e d as m e t h o d s o f achiev ing t h i s . 

These r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s were eagerly accepted b y 
t h e i n s t i t u t e . T h i s b r o u g h t us close t o depar ture 
t i m e a n d the s ta f f q u i c k l y s u m m a r i z e d t h e i r 
t h o u g h t s o n the week-end . These were very pos i 
t ive r emarks c en ter ing o n the a t t a i n m e n t o f a sense 
o f a c c o m p l i s h m e n t a n d on-goingness. 

A s an a f t e r t h o u g h t , I have l i s ted a few remarks o f 
o thers t h a t s tayed w i t h me , t h o u g h I d i d n ' t b r i n g 
t h e m o u t i n th i s r e p o r t . 

O u r smallness is good f o r a d a p t a b i l i t y , we have 
t h e advantage o f be ing able t o change easily. 

I t is w o r t h w h i l e j u s t to get together and m i n g l e . 

O u r f e l l o w s h i p a n d b r o t h e r h o o d was o u t s t a n d 
i n g . 

We are chosen f o r use, n o t f o r status. 

I t is possible t o b o i l S w e d e n b o r g d o w n w i t h o u t 
w a t e r i n g h i m d o w n . 

L e t ' s have w o r k retreats where we can d o some 
phys i ca l l abor as w e l l as m e n t a l l abor . 

L e w S m a l l and E d w i n C a p o n confer beneath poster: 
Caution—human beings here—handle with care. 

T h e reg ional center idea is a k i n t o b r a i n tanks 
and personnel reserve banks p o p u l a r i n business 
a n d g o v e r n m e n t t o d a y . 

25 people is j u s t a b o u t the r i g h t size g r o u p . 

T h e church ' s business is t o be go ing o u t o f 
business. 

T h e d ivers i ty o f the c h u r c h is one o f i ts 
strengths . 

T o d e t e r m i n e w h a t y o u r c h u r c h can rea l i s t i ca l ly 
d o , l i s t the people and w h a t t h e y w i l l , m i g h t 
and w o n ' t d o . 

Paul Maring 

A member of the S t . L o u i s C h u r c h , Paul participated in 
M W L I w i t h his wife B e c k y , w h o gave birth to Heather 
Maring w i t h i n the week after returning h o m e . 



T H E CARE A N D F E E D I N G 
OF A D U L T S 

by Perry Martin 

W hen the S p r i n g sun begins t o shine , the snow is 
m e l t i n g f r o m o u r N e w E n g l a n d w o o d s , and the 
w i n d feels w a r m a n d pleasant . I start t h i n k i n g 
a b o u t m v garden. I 've a lready p o r e d t h r o u g h the 
seed catalogs d u r i n g co ld F e b r u a r y evenings. I ' m 
w a i t i n g i m p a t i e n t l y f o r the soil t o w a r m up and 
f o r t h a t magic date " w h e n danger o f f r o s t is o v e r . " 

This year I j u s t can ' t w a i t any longer . I 've p l a n t e d 
l e t tuce and carrots a n d bachelor 's b u t t o n s where 
last week there was snow. A n d I ' m p l a n t i n g seeds 
i n d o o r s , t h o u g h I 've never successfully raised a n d 
t ransp lanted those tender seedlings i n o t h e r years. 
D u r i n g those l o n g weeks t h e y ve a lways dr i ed u p , 
d a m p e d o f f , or j u s t never made the i r w a y i n the 
b ig outs ide w o r l d . B u t I keep t r y i n g : th i s year I 've 
go t h a n d i - w r a p and peat po t s , and m a y b e together 
w e ' l l m a k e i t . 

T h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f the A d u l t W o r k C o m m i t t e e 
has been equa l ly beset w i t h u n c e r t a i n t y , i m p a 
t ience—and the e x c i t e m e n t o f the g r o w i n g process. 
T h e seeds were p l a n t e d b y the B o a r d o f E d u c a t i o n . 
Requests had been heard f o r " L E I f o r A d u l t s . " 
F o r m a n y years n o w o u r y o u t h have r e t u r n e d f r o m 
the Leadership E d u c a t i o n I n s t i t u t e e x c i t e d a b o u t 
the k i n d o f r e l i g i on and re lat ionships t h a t have 
emerged f r o m the t i m e t h e y spent t oge ther . A d u l t s 
began t o say, " W e w a n t t o experience some o f th is 
t o o . " 

So, i n the b e g i n n i n g , an A d u l t Leadership Educa 
t i o n C o m m i t t e e was a p p o i n t e d . A L E we cal led i t . 
E l l s w o r t h Seibert and R a n d a l l L a a k k o were co-
c h a i r m e n . A m e e t i n g i n N e w t o n b r o u g h t together 
a b ig r o o m f u l o f people represent ing m a n y geogra
p h i c a l areas a n d var ious v i e w p o i n t s i n the c h u r c h . 
N o b o d y k n e w w h a t w o u l d happen at t h a t m e e t i n g . 
El ls and R a n d y , r es t ra in ing t h e i r o w n i m p a t i e n c e , 
b u t sharing t h e i r a n x i e t y and need t o p r o d u c e a 
p l a n o f a c t i o n , le t the c o m m i t t e e take over . 

This is w h a t happened . 

" T h e a tmosphere o f ' m u t u a l i t y i n d i v e r s i t y ' t h a t 
pervaded the m e e t i n g at the schoo l was g r a t i f y i n g . 
The experience o f e m o t i o n a l s u p p o r t was a h i n t 
t h a t people can show t h e i r weaknesses and 
strengths w h i l e r e m a i n i n g cohes ive . " T. Keiser 

Quest ions were asked. " N a m i n g the goal o f the 
c h u r c h is n o t as i m p o r t a n t as h e l p i n g the i n d i v i d u a l 
f i n d his goal i n the c h u r c h . W h y is he a m e m b e r o f 
the church? W h a t does he w a n t f r o m the church? 
W hat can he o f f e r the church? W h a t docs he w a n t 
his c h u r c h to be? W h a t ef fect does the c h u r c h 
have o n his l i fe? / . Billet 

" T h e rea l i za t i on grew t h a t we were n o t the 'ex
per ts , w i t h a p l a n o f sa lvat ion f o r t h e c h u r c h , b u t 
were t r u l y representatives o f the c h u r c h i n i t s very 
need f o r fresh u n d e r s t a n d i n g and f u l l e r d e v o t i o n . 
We were n o t j u s t a cross-section o f p o i n t s o f v ietv , 
b u t a ga ther ing o f the inadequacies t h a t beset us 
and the strengths t h a t encourage u s . " G. Dole 

" T h i s ' s h i f t o f gears '—from focus ing o u r ins ights 
on the needs o f o thers t o seeing those needs 
t h r o u g h the l i g h t o f o u r o w n shor t comings—may 
have been the m o s t e f fect ive t h i n g that happened 
i n the meet ing? ' Margaret Briggs 

" A t r e m e n d o u s experience f o r me and shall f o r 
ever be one o f the h igh p o i n t s i n m y N e w C h u r c h 
m e m b e r s h i p . " Margery Jester 

A s w e struggled w i t h o u r task , g r o u p members be
gan t o r isk themselves b y o f f e r i n g t h e i r o w n fee l 
ings a n d needs. T h e struggle and the r isk began a 
process o f i n v o l v e m e n t and discovery w h i c h was so 
m e a n i n g f u l t o us that we f e l t the need t o share i t . 
Thus we began t o hope t h a t we m i g h t p r o v i d e a 
f r a m e w o r k and c l i m a t e and leadership t o enable 
o thers t o take p a r t i n such a process o f d iscovery . 
I n t h e sense o f u n i t y t h a t pervaded the g r o u p , we 
f o u n d hope t h a t i n the search f o r m e a n i n g a n d 
relatedness the c h u r c h m i g h t also f i n d wholeness 
and hea l ing o f the div is ions t h a t are h u r t i n g us so 
deeply . 

T h e achievement o f th is m e e t i n g was perhaps 
greater t h a n any o f us h a d h o p e d . B u t we d i d not 
take seriously enough t h e f r u s t r a t i o n f e l t b y o u r 
co-leaders. As El l s w r o t e , " F i n a l l y , I expressed m y 

f r u s t r a t i o n h u t was unable t o convey t o the g r o u p 
w h a t i t was t h a t I w a n t e d t h e m t o d o . " R a n d y 
said, " I feel t h a t the m e e t i n g was good a n d i n a 
c e r ta in sense p r o d u c t i v e . H o w e v e r , a n o t h e r p a r t 
o f me w a n t e d s o m e t h i n g m o r e concrete i n the way 
o f a p r o g r a m . " 

I t was near ly a year be fore Randv called toge ther 
a small w o r k i n g c o m m i t t e e , gleaned f r o m the o r i g i 
nal r o o m f u l . I n an a tmosphere o f openness, we 



l o o k e d f o r a way o f o f f e r i n g t o o thers the k i n d o f 
experience we h a d f o u n d a m o n g ourselves. We 
were aware t h a t any p r o g r a m h a d t o be designed 
b y those w h o w o u l d be t a k i n g p a r t , an expression 
o f t h e i r needs. We made the decis ion t o o f f e r t o 
the Massachusetts Assoc ia t i on (because m o s t o f us 
were l o cated i n th i s area) a p i l o t p r o j e c t , w h i c h we 
h o p e d w o u l d encourage o t h e r groups t o ask f o r 
s imi lar experiences. 

T h e Massachusetts E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e approved 
the idea and a p p o i n t e d three loca l people t o w o r k 
w i t h o u r c o m m i t t e e . Here—in r e t r o s p e c t — c o m m u 
nicat ions b r o k e d o w n . O u r c o m m i t t e e had h a d an 
experience w h i c h we w a n t e d t o share. B u t t h e 
new j o i n t c o m m i t t e e was n o t ever i n v o l v e d i n a 
s imi lar k i n d o f exper ience . We m e t o n l y t o p l a n , 
t o discuss p r o g r a m , staf f , l o c a t i o n , cooks . I n 
o t h e r w o r d s , the " j o i n t " c o m m i t t e e never expe
r ienced the k i n d o f u n i t y w h i c h we h o p e d t o c o n 
vey . A l t h o u g h t w o weekend retreats were p l a n n e d , 
ne i ther ever m a t e r i a l i z e d — n o t enough people regis
tered t o p a r t i c i p a t e . 

T h i s past M a r c h we m e t again. We asked some o f 
the Massachusetts Assoc ia t i on members t o meet 
w i t h us t o he lp us p i n p o i n t where we h a d made 
mistakes , where c o m m u n i c a t i o n s f a i l e d . Mean 
w h i l e we real ized th ings were h a p p e n i n g a l l over 
the c o u n t r y . These happenings made us feel at 
f i r s t as i f we m i g h t as w e l l dissolve the c o m m i t t e e 
as unneeded , b u t secondly as i f we m i g h t serve a 
new purpose . We were assured t h a t Massachusetts 
A s s o c i a t i o n members are in teres ted i n h o l d i n g 
some k i n d o f r e t rea t o f t h e i r o w n m a k i n g . Re
treats o f var ious k i n d s have been h e l d i n the M i d -
A t l a n t i c A s s o c i a t i o n , i n Los Angeles , and i n O h i o . 

We began t o see ourselves as a resource c o m m i t t e e 
w i t h new poss ib i l i t i es . Some o f those we v isual ized 
w o r k i n g t o w a r d are: 

1 . Leadership t r a i n i n g f o r re t reat leaders. 
2. H e l p i n g to set u p on -go ing programs i n l o ca l 

churches . 
3. A n a t i o n a l A d u l t I n s t i t u t e . 
4. L o o k i n g i n t o var ious k i n d s o f re treats ; per

sonal g r o w t h , d e v o t i o n a l , m e d i t a t i o n , s t u d y , leader
ship t r a i n i n g , w o r k groups , p rob lems -or task-cen
tered w o r k s h o p s . 

5. Searching f o r f u r t h e r k i n d s o f services t o the 
c h u r c h . 

One o f the f i r s t steps t o w a r d th i s new task is t o 
f i n d o u t j u s t w h a t is be ing done i n the f i e l d o f 
a d u l t e d u c a t i o n i n the c h u r c h , outs ide o f Sunday 
S c h o o l a n d s t u d y groups . We are sending o u t a 
ques t i onna i re t o C o n v e n t i o n members t o f i n d o u t 
w h a t is be ing done , w h a t needs are b e i n g m e t , a n d 
w h a t needs are s t i l l t o be f i l l e d . H o w m a n y have 
t a k e n p a r t i n re treats , w h a t k i n d s o f p rograms have 
been m o s t ef fective? W i t h th i s k i n d o f i n f o r m a 
t i o n , those w h o are p l a n n i n g retreats , i n s t i t u t e s , 
w o r k s h o p s , and o t h e r a d u l t e d u c a t i o n programs 
can p l a n f o r m o r e e f fect ive experiences. 

Somewhere a l ong the l i n e , we changed o u r name 
t o the A d u l t W o r k C o m m i t t e e , f ee l ing t h a t o u r 
w o r k was n o t o n l y w i t h leaders, h u t w i t h a l l those 
w h o are in teres ted i n g r o w t h , re l ig ious exper ience , 
l earn ing w i t h i n the c h u r c h . We s t i l l hassle some
t imes over emphas iz ing " c o n t e n t " vs. " p r o c e s s , " 
b u t we have learned t h a t w i t h o u t c o n t e n t , there is 
no process, and w i t h o u t a t t e n t i o n t o process, t o 
w h a t ' s go ing o n , n o t m u c h l earn ing takes place . 

T h e A d u l t W o r k C o m m i t t e e feels t h a t i ts w o r k has 
n o t y e t come t o f r u i t i o n . T h e seeds have been 
p l a n t e d . M a n y have c o n t r i b u t e d t o i ts g r o w t h a n d 
d e v e l o p m e n t . We hope t h a t o u r w o r k w i l l bear 
f r u i t , a n d t h a t we m a y c o n t r i b u t e t o t h e s p i r i t u a l 
d iscovery i n w h i c h the c h u r c h is engaged. 

NOTICE OF CORPORATION M E E T I N G 
T h e A N N U A L M E E T I N G o f t h e C o r p o r a t i o n o f 
the N e w C h u r c h Theo log i ca l Schoo l t o elect o f f i 
cers a n d t o transact such o t h e r business as m a y 
p r o p e r l y come before i t w i l l be he ld at the Sweden
b o r g Schoo l o f R e l i g i o n at 4 8 Sargent Stree t , i n 
N e w t o n o n F r i d a y evening, J u n e 4 , a t seven t h i r t y 
p . m . 

A catered supper w i l l be served t o a l l members be
f o r e h a n d , at 6 :30 p . m . 

Harvey M. Johnson 
Clerk 



SUMMER THINGS 
LEADERSHIP E D U C A T I O N I N S T I T U T E 

Plans f o r L . E . I . 7 1 are b e g i n n i n g t o take shape! 
T h e I n s t i t u t e w i l l be h e l d at the N e w C h u r c h A s 
sembly i n F r y e b u r g , M a i n e , f r o m A u g u s t 29 
t h r o u g h September 6. I n a d d i t i o n t o c o n t i n u i n g 
t h e three-year p r o g r a m , there is d e f i n i t e p l a n n i n g 
be ing done f o r a special " g r a d u a t e " p r o g r a m p r o 
vocat ive enough f o r r e t u r n i n g f o u r t h phase s t u 
dents . 

S t i l l n o t sure e x a c t l y w h a t t h e Leadersh ip E d u c a 
t i o n I n s t i t u t e is? Here are some r a n d o m t h o u g h t s 
and react ions f r o m past s tudents : 

" L . E . I , is a g o o d chance t o f i n d o u t m o r e a b o u t 
m y s e l f as an i n d i v i d u a l . . . r e l a t i n g t o o t h e r people 
. . . i t has an indescr ibable q u a l i t y o f s o m e t h i n g I 
d o n ' t have w o r d s f o r . . . there 's s o m e t h i n g t h e r e , 
b u t I d o n ' t k n o w w h a t i t is. 

Gene Shaw 

" I d o n ' t k n o w . . . i t ' s G R E A T . . . b u t even t h a t is 
a p o o r w o r d . . . " 

Lyn Ashbridge 

" I guess y o u k n o w I speak w e l l o f i t ! I d o n ' t k n o w 
w h a t t o say except the usual . W h a t can I say? I t 
got me interes ted i n p s y c h o l o g y . " 

Paul Martin 

i n g o f closeness a n d c o m m u n i c a t i o n t h r o u g h o u t 
t h e year w i t h f r i ends t h r o u g h o u t t h e c o u n t r y . " 

Wendy Geis 

" T h e r e are a l l sorts o f cliches I c o u l d use, b u t 
t h e y 're no g o o d . L . E . I , is rea l ly a great experience 
f o r o u r age group—just w h a t I need. I m e t a l o t o f 
new people f r o m al l over t h e c o u n t r y — a g o o d cross 
sect ion o f t h o u g h t s . T h e e n v i r o n m e n t was per fec t 
. . . t h e s u r r o u n d i n g c o u n t r y s i d e conduc ive t o good 
t h o u g h t s . O f course, I can ' t w a i t t o come b a c k . " 

Teddy Bosley 

" L . E . I , was rea l ly s o m e t h i n g else! A w a y o f f i n d 
ing myse l f , a w a y o f s h a r i n g . . . i t was so d i f f e r e n t ! 

Karen Fox 

F i l l o u t t h e c o u p o n b e l o w ; or w r i t e , g iv ing t h e 
same i n f o r m a t i o n , t o : 

Leadership E d u c a t i o n C o m m i t t e e 
c/o J e r o m e A . Poole 
1 1 1 4 B a n k o f De laware B u i l d i n g 
3 0 0 De laware A v e n u e 
W i l m i n g t o n , De laware 1 9 8 0 1 

I w i s h t o a p p l y f o r admiss ion t o the 1 9 7 1 Leader 
ship E d u c a t i o n I n s t i t u t e t o be h e l d at F r y e b u r g , 
M a i n e , f r o m A u g u s t 29 t o September 6. Please 
send c o m p l e t e a p p l i c a t i o n f o r m s t o : 

N a m e , 

" L . E . I , is people . . . t oge ther . . . l i v i n g . . eat ing 
. . . c ircle o f hands . . . eyes . . . open faces t o w a r d 
each o t h e r . . . open arms . . . open ears . . o p e n 
hearts . . . feelings o n l y expressable t h r o u g h t o u c h 
. . . no fear o f t o u c h . . . t o u c h i n g people . . . a fee l -

Address_ 

THE A L M O N T P L A N 

D u r i n g last summer ' s Session o f t h e A l m o n t S u m 
mer S c h o o l , a N e w C h u r c h Center was envis ioned 
where groups c o u l d meet t oge ther year a r o u n d , 
c o n t i n u i n g t o l e a r n , and l earn ing t o a p p l y k n o w l 
edges t o uses. 

E n t h u s i a s m f o r t h e p r o j e c t became contag ious ! 
E v e r y o n e a t t e n d i n g the S u m m e r Schoo l became i n 
terested and c o n t r i b u t e d ideas. T h e Rev . F r a n k l i n 
B l a e k m e r , w o r k i n g l o n g hours , soon h a d a b u i l d i n g 
p l a n o n paper—a new a d d i t i o n , t o i n c l u d e confer 
ence r o o m , k i t c h e n , sleeping a c c o m m o d a t i o n s a n d 

B i r t h d a t e _ 
Schoo l Grade 

- N o w i n Progress 

I w o u l d l i k e t o correspond w i t h a past L E I ' e r 
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adequate , m o d e r n b a t h - r o o m s , a l l e l e c t r i ca l ly heat
ed f o r y e a r - r o u n d use. 

L i t t l e d i d we t h i n k t h a t w i t h i n a p e r i o d o f six 
m o n t h s we w o u l d see those plans b e c o m i n g a rea l 
i t y ! A s o f n o w , t h e shell o f t h e b u i l d i n g and par t 
o f t h e i n t e r i o r are c o m p l e t e d . W h i l e we c a n n o t 
hope t o have t h i s new f a c i l i t y e n t i r e l y c o m p l e t e 
f o r t h e 1 9 7 1 Session o f t h e S u m m e r S c h o o l , i t w i l l 
be useable, and as f u n d s become avai lable , t h e en
t i r e s t r u c t u r e w i l l be f i n i s h e d . 

F o r those o f y o u w h o are u n f a m i l i a r w i t h the A l 
m o n t p r o g r a m , t h e f o l l o w i n g i n t r o d u c t i o n w i l l give 



y o u an idea o f the u n i q u e experience t h a t has l ong 
been the secret o f i ts success: 

A F A M I L Y C A M P . . . . 
Where parents a n d c h i l d r e n can learn toge ther 
h o w t o l ive t oge ther . 
Where t h e generat ion gap can be closed w i t h 
new u n d e r s t a n d i n g and deeper love. 

L I V I N G T O G E T H E R . . . . 
T h r o u g h a c o m m u n i t y o f t h i n k i n g a n d e x p e r i 
encing together . 
T h r o u g h w o r s h i p p i n g together d a i l y . 

L E A R N I N G T O G E T H E R 
S t u d v i n g i n t h e se t t ing o f w a r m , close h u m a n 
re la t i ons . 
C o n t i n u e d d ia logue , lectures a n d i n f o r m a l g r o u p 
discussions. 

T h e re l ig ious t h e m e f o r the 1 9 7 1 Session w i l l be 
" T h e T e n C o m m a n d m e n t s . " Classes a n d lectures 
w i l l be under the d i r e c t i o n o f o u r S u p e r i n t e n d e n t , 
t h e Rev. George M c C u r d y , assisted b y t h e Rev. a n d 

M r s . D a v i d H o l m , the Rev. and M r s . F r a n k l i n 
B l a c k m e r , M r . and M r s . Wal ter O r t h w e i n , a n d M r . 
Rafael G u i u . 

T h e 1 9 7 1 Session w i l l be h e l d J u l y 11 t h r o u g h 
J u l y 2 5 . We are l o o k i n g f o r w a r d t o these t w o 
weeks w i t h a great deal o f enthusiasm and hope 
y o u w i l l be able t o j o i n us. F o r a copy o f t h e B u l 
l e t i n and R e g i s t r a t i o n B l a n k s , please w r i t e : M r s . 
J o h n W. K e i t h , Secretary , 3 4 1 2 1 B u r t o n L a n e , 
L i v o n i a , M i c h . 4 8 1 5 4 . Reservations s h o u l d be 
made as early as possible. 

Ruth Brandau 
Helen Keith 

H O L I D A Y CENTRE I N B R I T T A N Y f o r one week or several. 

A l ove ly mans ion set i n a b e a u t i f u l park w h i c h is 
b o r d e r e d b y a r iver and o n l y a f e w k i l o m e t e r s f r o m 
the sea. Can y o u imagine a m o r e d e l i g h t f u l place 
f o r N e w C h u r c h people together d u r i n g the s u m 
mer? L o c a t e d i n B r i t t a n y , the address is K e r h i r , 
Treguier -Tredarec , Cotes d u N o r d . ( D i r e c t i o n s w i l l 
be sent w h e n y o u register. ) 

T h e house inc ludes 14 b e d r o o m s , 2 baths , a large 
d i n i n g r o o m , 2 large d r a w i n g - r o o m s , k i t c h e n and 
several annexes. T h e house is e n t i r e l y furn i shed— 
y o u need b r i n g o n l y y o u r sheets, or i f t h i s is i m 
p r a c t i c a l , y o u can r e n t t h e m . Please send th i s i n 
f o r m a t i o n at the t i m e o f r e g i s t r a t i o n . T h e cost per 
day f o r r o o m a n d three de l i c ious h o m e - c o o k e d 
meals is 2 3 Francs (less t h a n $ 5 . 0 0 ! ) There w i l l be 
a r e d u c t i o n f o r c h i l d r e n under 10 . T h e house is 
available f r o m J u l y 1 t o Augus t 3 0 . Y o u m a y stay 

A c t i v i t i e s i n c l u d e excurs ions , p i cn ics , games o n the 
beach, social evenings, mus i c , t a l k a n d games. 
Every m o r n i n g there w i l l be a s h o r t w o r s h i p service 
i n c l u d i n g readings f r o m Swedenborg . N e a r b y is 
the l ove ly o l d t o w n o f Tregu ier , where y o u m a y go 
t o m a r k e t , w a t c h the weaver at w o r k , or v i s i t t h e 
C a t h e d r a l . 

I f y o u p l a n t o a t t e n d , please register as soon as 
possible, s ta t ing the exact dates o f i n t e n d e d arr iva l 
a n d d e p a r t u r e . A depos i t o f 2 5 % o f the cost s h o u l d 
be sent w i t h the r e g i s t r a t i o n . Send r e g i s t r a t i o n t o , 
o r c o n t a c t f o r f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n : 

Rev. Claude B r u l e y 
14 Sender Des T h e u x 
B e l l e v u e - M e u d o n 9 2 
Haute Seine, France 

CAMP B L A I R H A V E N SPLIT M O U N T A I N CAMP 

C a m p sessions f o r t w o age groups w i l l be h e l d at 
B l a i r h a v e n , S o u t h D u x b u r y , Mass., o n t h e shores 
o f K i n g s t o n B a y . C a m p f o r ages 9—12 w i l l be f r o m 
J u l y 4—17, and f o r ages 13—16 w i l l be f r o m J u l y 
1 7 — 3 1 . F o r i n f o r m a t i o n o r reservat ions , w r i t e : 

M r . Rafae l G u i u 
175 N e w b u r y St . 
B o s t o n . Mass., 0 2 1 1 6 

S p l i t M o u n t a i n C a m p w i l l be h e l d d u r i n g t h e last 
t w o weeks o f A u g u s t — b e g i n n i n g S a t u r d a y , A u g . 14 
and e n d i n g S u n d a y , A u g . 2 9 — i n Sequoia N a t i o n a l 
Forest i n the H i g h Sierra Nevada m o u n t a i n range 
i n C a l i f o r n i a . F o r i n f o r m a t i o n or reservat ions , 
w r i t e D r . H o r a n d G u t f e l d t , D i r e c t o r , 

5 0 7 N . M a i n St . , 
U r b a n a , O h i o , 4 3 0 7 8 

C o n t i n u e d o n page 100 



S U M M E R T H I N G S — c o n t ' d , from p. 99 

P A U L H A V E N F R Y E B U R G 

T h e C h i l d r e n ' s N e w - C h u r c h S u m m e r Camp w i l l be 
h e l d at C a m p Paulhaven near A s h m o n t , A l b e r t a , 
f r o m J u l y 1 1 t h t o t h e 1 8 t h inc lus ive . F o r f u r t h e r 
detai ls , please w r i t e t o the Rev. Harvey T a f e l , 7 1 1 2 
136 A v e n u e , E d m o n t o n 3 1 , A l b e r t a , Canada. 

T h e camp at F r y e b u r g w i l l be open f r o m A u g u s t 
7—29. The t h e m e w i l l be Swedenborg 's L i f e a n d 
T h o u g h t . F o r detai ls , c o n t a c t M r s . George D o l e , 
7 7 Ot i s Stree t , N e w t o n v i l l e , Mass. 0 2 1 6 0 . 

OPEN L E T T E R TO T H E L E A G U E 

Dear A . N . C . L . m e m b e r : 

A s y o u w e l l k n o w f o r the last year there was re la
t i v e silence f r o m y o u r n a t i o n a l b o d y . There were 
m a n y reasons f o r t h i s b u t n o w we m u s t l o o k t o 
the f u t u r e a n d a re -act ivated A . N . C . L . T h e execu
t ive c o m m i t t e e m e t o n F e b . 2 6 t h a n d 2 7 t h i n W i l 
m i n g t o n De laware . A t th is m e e t i n g th ings were 
done w h i c h we f e l t y o u s h o u l d k n o w a b o u t , hence 
t h i s l e t t e r . 

One o f o u r m a i n purposes is t h a t o f p l a n n i n g C o n 
v e n t i o n f o r the y o u t h . Here is the basic schedule 
we ar r ived at ( sub jec t t o change) : 

1 . Wednesday. I n the a f t e r n o o n everyone is ex
pected t o arr ive a n d register . T h a t evening t h e 
H u b , o u r social center , w i l l be set u p l i k e a coffee 
house. T h i s i n f o r m a l gather ing is i n t e n d e d t o le t 
us get t o k n o w each o t h e r . 

2 . T h u r s d a y . T h e m o r n i n g w i l l be set aside f o r 
o u r business m e e t i n g . Rules a n d n o m i n a t i o n s w i l l 
be t a k e n care o f at th i s t i m e . We, the execut ive 
c o m m i t t e e , have made some suggestions f o r people 
t o f i l l o u r posts . A d d i t i o n a l n o m i n a t i o n s m a y be 
g iven t o y o u f r o m the f l o o r , so o u r suggestions are 
n o t the f i n a l w o r d s o n w h o is t o be e lected. 

President—Gene Shaw, C y n t h i a T u r l e y 
Vice -Pres ident—Sherry F e k e t e , M a r j i e S m i t h 
Secre tary—Mike C a l h o u n , M a r y Chivers 
Treasurer—Ted Bos ley , R u t h M a r t i n 
E x e c u t i v e M e m b e r — D a v i d F e k e t e , M a t t h e w 

Zacharias 

A l s o , b o t h o u r chaplains , Rev. R a n d y L a a k k o and 
Rev. George M c C u r d y , are s tepp ing d o w n . George 
due t o an excess o f w o r k (h is c h u r c h is host f o r 
C o n v e n t i o n n e x t year ) and R a n d y t o le t some 

" n e w b l o o d " i n . Some suggestions f o r replace
ments are Rev. George D o l e , Rev. H o r a n d G u t f e l d t , 
Rev. R o b e r t T a f e l , and Rev. Calv in T u r l e y . 

The a f t e r n o o n w i l l be spent w i t h " i n t e r e s t g r o u p s . " 
These are groups o f peop le , b o t h y o u n g a n d o l d 
a l i k e , w h o w i l l discuss var ious t o p i c s . I n the A p r i l 
issue o f The Messenger, t op i c s a n d leaders are 
l i s t e d . W h e n y o u send i n y o u r r e g i s t r a t i o n f o r m , 
register also f o r the g r o u p y o u w i s h t o j o i n . Size 
o f groups is l i m i t e d , and p lacements w i l l be made 
i n the order t h e y are received. I f these t op i c s do 
n o t appeal t o y o u , and s u f f i c i e n t in teres t is i n 
d i c a t e d i n a n o t h e r subject , an e f f o r t w i l l he made 
t o f i n d a teacher. 

3. F r i d a y . The " i n t e r e s t g r o u p s " w i l l meet 
t o d a y . I n the evening the p o o l w i l l be open f o r 
o u r use. 

4. S a t u r d a y . O u r f i n a l business m e e t i n g w i l l 
take place th i s m o r n i n g where we w i l l elect new 
o f f i cers . F o r t h e a f t e r n o o n the p o s s i b i l i t y o f hav
i n g a p i cn i c l u n c h at scenic C l i f t o n Gorge is be ing 
l o o k e d i n t o . A dance w i l l c onc lude t h e d a v . 

5. S u n d a y . The m o r n i n g service ends the 
session. 

We hope y o u w i l l be able t o a t t e n d t h i s c o n v e n t i o n . 
T h i s c o n v e n t i o n o f fers social i n t e r a c t i o n w i t h 
o t h e r leagues—the chance t o f i n d o u t w h a t y o u r 
f e l l o w leaguers are t h i n k i n g and d o i n g . I t w i l l o f f e r 
i n t e l l e c t u a l s t i m u l a t i o n , a chance t o express y o u r 
v iews o n subjects a n d discover w h a t o t h e r C o n v e n 
t i o n people are t h i n k i n g . I n a d d i t i o n t o th i s i t 
a f f o rds y o u the o p p o r t u n i t y t o see U r b a n a College. 
I n dec id ing w h i c h college t o a t t e n d , U r b a n a s h o u l d 
n o t be e x c l u d e d . This c o n v e n t i o n o f fers m u c h f o r 
everyone and we hope y o u en joy i t . 

The Executive Committee, ANCL 



SWEDENBORG STUDIES 
As promised last month in this department, here is a sum
mary review of one more doctoral dissertation on Sweden
borg. The thesis is written in German; this review was 
written by the late Dr. Howard D. Spoerl, formerly of the 
SSR faculty, and is reprinted here from the Summer 1954 
issue of The New Christianity. 

Friedemann Horn, Sche l l ing u n d Swedenborg , Lor-
rach-Stetten: Karl Schahl, 1954. 

T h i s d o c t o r a l d i s ser ta t i on , w r i t t e n f o r t h e t h e o l o 
gical f a c u l t y o f M a r b u r g U n i v e r s i t y a n d ded icated 
t o D r . E r n s t Benz , has the f o l l o w i n g s u b t i t l e : " A 
c o n t r i b u t i o n t o t h e h i s t o r y o f t h e s ignif icance o f 
G e r m a n idea l i sm a n d t o the h i s t o r y o f Sweden
borg 's in f luence i n G e r m a n y , w i t h an a p p e n d i x o n 
K . C . F . Krause a n d Swedenborg a n d some a m p l i f i 
cat ions o f R . Schneider 's i n v e s t i g a t i o n s . " D r . 
H o r n , w h o be fore a n d a f ter the war o f 1939-1945 
s tud ied at Jena , Bres lau , H a l l e , Basel, a n d M a r b u r g , 
is an o r d a i n e d N e w C h u r c h m i n i s t e r a n d at present 
w o r k s w i t h t h e Rev. A d o l p h G o e r w i t z i n Z u r i c h . 

(Editor's note: Dr. Horn now is sole minister in Zurich. 
His work is described in the March Messenger, /? . 75. 

Students o f i n t e l l e c t u a l re la t i onsh ips b e t w e e n Swe
d e n b o r g and such t h i n k e r s as K a n t , L a v a t e r , 
G o e t h e , He ine , Herder , O k e n , Nova l i s , Carus, F e c h -
ner , etc . have l o n g h a d reason t o suspect t h a t the 
m i n d o f F r e d e r i c h W i l h e l m v o n Sche l l ing ( 1775 -
1854) m i g h t p r o v i d e a key t o t h e q u e s t i o n o f h o w 
t h e representatives o f the G e r m a n r o m a n t i c - i d e a l i s t 
m o v e m e n t , w h o o f t e n re f l e c ted views w i t h w h i c h 
readers o f Swedenborg feel at h o m e , were s t i m u 
la ted t o develop t h e i r ph i losophies o f l i f e . A s far 
as is k n o w n , D r . H o r n is the f i r s t person t o under 
t a k e a d i r e c t , ful l -scale i n v e s t i g a t i o n . 

He has no d i f f i c u l t y i n s h o w i n g t h a t Sche l l ing 
" t h o u g h t a l ong Swedenborg ian l i n e s , " a n d t h a t 
there' was e v i d e n t l y some d i rec t i n f l u e n c e , a l t h o u g h 
Schel l ing 's express references t o S w e d e n b o r g were 
f e w a n d were n o t made i n his p r i n c i p a l p h i l o s o p h i 
cal w o r k s . T h e Swedenborg ian c o n t e n t o f Schel
l ing 's t h o u g h t centered i n his in teres t i n i m m o r 
t a l i t y a n d his c oncern w i t h eschato logy , b o t h p r o b 
lems f a l l i n g outs ide the scope o f accepted " p r o 
f e s s i o n a l " p h i l o s o p h i c a l t op i c s . Y e t i t seems clear 
t h a t his general p h i l o s o p h i c a l s t r u c t u r e was s u b t l y 
insp i red e i ther b y S w e d e n b o r g or b y Sche l l ing s 
hav ing ar r ived at a s imi lar p o s i t i o n , a n d at the very 
p o i n t s t h a t Swedenborg h i m s e l f seemingly dis
a v o w e d . 

L i k e o t h e r G e r m a n t h i n k e r s , Sche l l ing was very 
w i l l i n g t o accept Swedenborg 's a c c o u n t o f t h e spir
i t u a l w o r l d o n the basis o f his seership, b u t perhaps 
dep lored the l a t t e r ' s insistence o n n a r r o w i n g u l t i 
mate des t iny d o w n t o a spec i f i ca l ly a n d t r a d i t i o n 
a l ly C h r i s t i a n m o r a l d u a l i s m . F o r m o r e t h a n a 
c e n t u r y , d iscerning m i n d s t h a t have t a k e n Sweden
b o r g a t a l l seriously have t e n d e d t o c onc lude t h a t 
Swedenborg 's o w n system log i ca l ly i m p l i e s a uni-
versalism an o u t c o m e t ranscend ing an u l t i m a t e 
heaven and an u l t i m a t e h e l l . T h e fee l ing is t h a t 
Swedenborg h i m s e l f d e m o n s t r a t e d t h a t there is 
s o m e t h i n g b e y o n d g o o d a n d e v i l ; i f so, he b a l k e d 
at f o l l o w i n g his o w n l u c i d t h o u g h t t o such a c o n 
c l u s i o n . A n d ph i l osophers l i k e Sche l l ing w h o do 
n o t d i sda in t h e o l o g y f i n d d i f f i c u l t y w i t h a scheme 
t h a t seems t o be t i e d exc lus ive ly t o a m i n o r i t y 
t r a d i t i o n — t h a t o f Judaeo -Chr i s t i an t h o u g h t i n 
wes tern c u l t u r e a lone . 

T h e great weakness o f ideal is t i c systems, f r o m 
Plato t o the present , is t h a t i n f r ee ing m a n ( i n 
t h e o r y ) f r o m subservience t o a r i g i d m a t e r i a l o rder , 
t h e y t e n d t o abo l i sh i n d i v i d u a l i t y b y ascr ib ing sole 
r e a l i t y t o a cosmic m i n d , self, ego, o r o t h e r sub
j e c t i v i t y t h a t supposedly has b u t one f o r m f o r a l l 
t h e separate a n d lesser m e n t a l i t i e s t h a t p a r t i c i p a t e 
i n i t . T h u s slavery t o m a t t e r becomes exchanged, 
o n paper , f o r c o n f o r m i t y t o one master -pr inc ip l e 
o f m i n d . L i k e o t h e r G e r m a n ideal ists , Sche l l ing 
u n d e r t o o k t o rescue genuine i n d i v i d u a l i t y a n d free
d o m . T h e o n l y metaphys i ca l system t h a t can 
l og i ca l ly do th i s is o f the t y p e o f Swedenborg 's 
universe o f states w i t h levels o f correspondence . 
I t seems l i k e l y t h a t Sche l l ing h i t u p o n th i s t y p e o f 
arrangement , as o t h e r ph i l osophers d i d t o v a r y i n g 
degrees be fore a n d af ter Swedenborg , m o r e o r less 

i n d e p e n d e n t l y o f his k n o w n interest i n Sweden
b o r g h i m s e l f developed his metaphys i cs i n d e p e n d 
e n t l y o f r e v e l a t i o n as t o t h e regenerat ion o f t h e 
s p i r i t u a l l i f e . I n t h a t case, Swedenborg 's p h i l o s o 
ph i ca l in f luence o n Sche l l ing w o u l d have been sug
gestive ra ther t h a n d i d a c t i c , and th i s c o u l d w e l l 
a c c o u n t f o r Schel l ing 's f a i l u r e t o c i te S w e d e n b o r g 
o n spec i f i ca l ly metaphys i ca l issues. 

D r . H o r n ' s a p p e n d i x describes and reproduces t h e 
i n t r o d u c t i o n to a rare b o o k b y K . C . F . Krause , f i r s t 
p u b l i s h e d i n 1832 . T h i s consisted c h i e f l y o f an 
a b r i d g m e n t o f The New Jerusalem and Ifs Heavenly 
Doctrine. The f a c t t h a t i t was p u b l i s h e d outs ide 

101 Continued on page 102 



S W E D E N B O R G U N D S C H E L L I N G — c o n t ' d , f rom p. 101 

the N e w C h u r c h and the o r b i t o f Tafe l ' s w o r k a t 
tests t o a general interest i n Swedenborg a n d seems 
also t o r e f u t e the s u p p o s i t i o n t h a t K a n t ' s earlier 
s t r i c tures prevented subsequent t h i n k e r s f r o m t a k 
i n g Swedenborg 's v iews ser iously . C e r t a i n l y K a n t 
c o u l d n o t have deterred a general ly u n o r t h o d o x 
m i n d l i k e Schel l ing 's . Krause , b y the w a y , is n o t 
m e n t i o n e d i n Tafe l ' s Documents, nor is F r a n z V o n 
Baader, w h o was a cqua in ted w i t h Sche l l ing , O e t i n -
ger, and the Swedish p o e t A t t e r h o r n . T h e express 
references t o Swedenborg i n Schel l ing 's personal 
papers have t o do c h i e f l y w i t h conversat ions w i t h 
Baader; there is also s t rong p r e s u m p t i v e evidence 
t h a t Sche l l ing discussed Swedenborg w i t h Goethe 
o n m o r e t h a n one occasion. We are i n d e b t e d t o 
D r . H o r n f o r b r i n g i n g t o l i g h t i n f o r m a t i o n w h i c h is 
no p a r t o f N e w C h u r c h annals, at least i n the 
U n i t e d States. I t is h o p e d t h a t suitable p o r t i o n s 
o f his w o r k w i l l soon be p u b l i s h e d i n Eng l i sh . 

T H E M I T E BOX TO N I G E R I A 

D u r i n g the Assembly i n L o n d o n m e n t i o n was made 
o f the damage and loss suf fered b y the N e w C h u r c h 
i n Niger ia and p a r t i c u l a r l y i n B i a f r a . A s Niger ia is 
under the j u r i s d i c t i o n o f the General Conference o f 
Great B r i t a i n , t h e y have a u t h o r i z e d the Overseas 
Missions C o m m i t t e e t o m a k e a w o r l d w i d e appeal 
f o r funds to he lp i n r e c o n s t r u c t i o n w o r k a n d b o l 
ster t h e e f f o r t s o f l oca l N e w C h u r c h members . 

O u r o w n B o a r d o f Missions considered th is appeal 
a n d r e c o m m e n d e d t o the W o m e n ' s A l l i a n c e t h a t 
M i l e B o x c o n t r i b u t i o n s i n 1 9 7 1 be a l l ocated t o th is 
cause. A l l i a n c e members w i l l s h o r t l y receive a 
l e t ter f r o m Miss M i l d r e d B i l l i n g s . M i t e B o x Chair 
m a n , o u t l i n i n g the m a n y p a r t i c u l a r needs a n d we 
hope t h a t d o n a t i o n s w i l l be generous. O u r members 
w i l l n o t refuse d o n a t i o n s f r o m t h e male c o n t i n g e n t 
o f C o n v e n t i o n . 

I t w i l l be r e m e m b e r e d t h a t some years ago the M i t e 
B o x was given t o the O M C t o he lp repair the d a m 
age done i n M a u r i t i u s b y a severe t y p h o o n t h a t 
near ly w r e c k e d the w h o l e i s l a n d . T h i s , t o -day , is 
ano ther o p p o r t u n i t y to cooperate w i t h o u r Eng l i sh 
cousins i n a l l ev ia t ing m o s t devastat ing c o n d i t i o n s 
a m o n g o u r N e w C h u r c h b r e t h r e n . 

Margaret S. Sampson 
Ch. BOM Projects Com. 

U R B A N A COLLEGE 
NEARS A C C R E D I T A T I O N 

Urbana College has received Recognized Candidate 
Status t o w a r d f u l l a c c r e d i t a t i o n by the N o r t h Cen
t r a l Assoc ia t i on o f Colleges and Secondary Schools , 
i t was a n n o u n c e d t o d a y b y D r . Paul A . Z e h n e r . 
President o f the college. 

A d v a n c e m e n t t o the new status was a n n o u n c e d 
d u r i n g a recent m e e t i n g o f the N o r t h Centra l A s 
soc iat ion 's e x a m i n i n g c o m m i t t e e i n Chicago . T h e 
m e e t i n g was a t t e n d e d b y D r . Zehner , D r . T h o m a s 
E. Bel lavance, the dean o f the f a c u l t y , and D r . W. 
M a r q S t a n k o w s k i , dean o f s t u d e n t a f fa irs . 

D r . Z e h n e r exp la ined t h a t the college m a y a p p l y 
f o r f u l l a c c r e d i t a t i o n b y the N o r t h Centra l Asso
c i a t i o n i n one , t w o o r three years. T h e N o r t h Cen
t r a l Assoc ia t i on is one o f f ive reg ional a c c red i t ing 
agencies concerned w i t h academic standards i n the 
nat i on ' s educa t i ona l i n s t i t u t i o n s . 

U n t i l 1 9 6 8 U r b a n a College opera ted as a t w o - y e a r 
schoo l . T h e college's f i r s t f our -year class graduated 
in 1 9 6 9 and the t h i r d f o u r - y e a r class w i l l graduate 
in J u n e . 

I n t h e past 10 years U r b a n a College has g r o w n 
f r o m an i n s t i t u t i o n o f less t h a n 100 s tudents t o a 
i h r i v i n g college o f near ly 7 0 0 s tudents . T h e B . S. 
and B . A . degrees are a w a r d e d i n 10 m a j o r areas. 

Urbana College is a m e m b e r o f the O h i o College 
A s s o c i a t i o n , the Assoc ia t i on o f I n d e p e n d e n t C o l 
leges and Univers i t i es o f O h i o and the C o u n c i l f o r 
A d v a n c e m e n t o f Smal l Colleges, a m o n g o thers . 
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U R B A N A COLLEGE COURSE I N 
SWEDENBORG 

T h e U r b a n a College course i n Swedenborg , t eam 
t a u g h t b y H o r a n d G u t f e l d t and D o r o t h e a H a r v e y , 
is a course its i n s t r u c t o r s l o o k f o r w a r d t o w i t h 
pleasure. T h e course d e s c r i p t i o n is f a i r l y i m p o s i n g 
b u t b r o a d enough t o a l l ow f o r d i f f e r e n t ap
proaches. 

Religion 302 Swedenborg's Religious Thought 

Readings i n Swedenborg , i l l u s t r a t i n g some o f 
t h e m a i n aspects o f his t h o u g h t as seen i n the 
l i g h t o f re l ig ious quest ions o f his t i m e a n d o f 
c u r r e n t issues. C o n s i d e r a t i o n o f such top i cs as 
t h e n a t u r e o f G o d , reason and re l ig ious be l ie f , 
marriage and the nature o f person . 

Last spr ing , w i t h a class t h a t i n c l u d e d t w o profes 
sors, one o f m a t h e m a t i c s a n d one o f b i o l o g y , we 
began w i t h a panel o f scientists and h is tor ians f r o m 
the U r b a n a College f a c u l t y g iv ing the h i s t o r i c a l set
t i n g f o r Swedenborg 's t h o u g h t . T h e n we m o v e d 
i n t o the personal and re l ig ious issues i m p o r t a n t f o r 
Swedenborg and f o r t h e m o d e r n u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f 
r e l i g i o n . 

T h i s spr ing , a f ter D r . Wi l son V a n Dusen 's exce l lent 
p r e s e n t a t i o n o f Swedenborg t h e t h i n k e r a n d b r i n g -
er o f new insights i n t o the area where r e l i g i o n , 
science, and psycho logy meet , a n d af ter the expe
rience o f t h e year be f o re , we p l a n a d i f f e r e n t be
g i n n i n g p o i n t . We w a n t t o s tart f r o m Swedenborg 
t h e m a n , his s p i r i t u a l exper ience , his sc ient i f i c de
v e l o p m e n t , his re l ig ious ins ights , t h e n b r i n g i n 
some o f the c r i t i c a l issues o f his day , a n d t h e n 
m o v e t o m o r e deta i l in his re l ig ious t h o u g h t and i ts 
i m p l i c a t i o n s f o r t o d a y . Last year we f o u n d Divine 
Love and Wisdom valuable as a basic source f o r 
Swedenborg 's t h o u g h t i n i ts overa l l o r i e n t a t i o n . 
T h i s year we p l a n t o use this h o o k again, together 
w i t h Heaven and Hell, var ious w o r k s o n Sweden
b o r g , and selections f r o m o thers by h i m . 

One m a j o r pleasure f o r us i n teach ing the course 
has been t o see w h a t quest ions arise f r o m s tudents , 
and t o a t t e m p t to l o o k at th ings f r o m new perspec
t ives , t o t r y t o meet these quest ions a n d p o i n t s i n 
discussion as hones t l y and sensit ively as we can. 
T h e class last spr ing was a pleasure. I m e n t i o n e d 
t h e f a c u l t y members i n i t . T h e y , o t h e r a d u l t s , a n d 
a w i d e range o f s tudents o f m a n y d i f f e r e n t back
grounds and interests , a f e w N e w C h u r c h m e n , 
m o r e b e c o m i n g acqua in ted w i t h Swedenborg f o r 
t h e f i r s t t i m e , made an i n t e r e s t i n g g r o u p . T h i s 
spr ing again we have some a d u l t s , as w e l l as s t u 
dents o f t h e usual college age, and we l o o k f o r w a r d 
t o a cha l leng ing t i m e . 

I n teach ing S w e d e n b o r g t o q u e s t i o n i n g adu l t s t o 
day , there are no easy, c u t - a n d - d r i c d answers. F o r 
m a n y s tudents a r e t h i n k i n g o f the nature o f r e l i 
g i on is i n v o l v e d . F r o m others we h a d the response 
t h a t Swedenborg had p u t i n t o w o r d s w h a t t h e y 
had been t h i n k i n g themselves as t h e y w o r k e d 
t h r o u g h c u r r e n t and personal i n t e l l e c t u a l issues. 
The discussion o f the s p i r i t u a l w o r l d , t h e creative 
i n t e r a c t i o n b e t w e e n r e l i g i o n , p o e t r y o r s y m b o l , 
and science, the real ist ic and cruc ia l analysis o f the 
n a t u r e o f love , al l seemed t o be i m p o r t a n t t o o u r 
s tudents . 

The t e a m teach ing was also f u n f o r us, c o m b i n i n g 
D r . G u t f e l d t ' s t h o r o u g h b a c k g r o u n d i n Sweden
b o r g and i n the psycho log ica l and p h i l o s o p h i c a l 
issues i n v o l v e d i n u n d e r s t a n d i n g h i m , a n d m y r a d i 
cal wi l l ingness t o break i n t o his f i t t i n g t oge ther o f 
theor ies w i t h quest ions f r o m all angles, demands 
f o r e x p l a n a t i o n s i n s imple language, or coffee 
breaks . We e n j o y e d the c o m b i n a t i o n . We e n j o y e d 
the guest speakers we persuaded t o come . We have 
a fee l ing t h a t a n y o n e w h o elects t o take o r t o teach 
such a course has s o m e t h i n g i n t e r e s t i n g a b o u t h i m , 
and we are l o o k i n g f o r w a r d t o o u r second teach ing 
o f the course i n 1 9 7 1 . 

Dorothea Harvey 

REMEMBER! 
Convention meets at Urbana College, Urbana, Ohio June 24—27, 1971 
R A T E S : $8 .00 per person per day for board and room (double o c c u p a n c y ) . $11 .75 per day for single room. 

$6 .50 per person per day for young people rooming with A N C L . Chi ldren under 10, $6 .38 per day. 

(All rooms air-conditioned, except rooms for ANCL) 
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T H E MESSENGER 

M A Y 1 9 7 1 

I N T H I S I S S U E : 

C O N V E N T I O N I N F O R M A T I O N 

Association Representations, Nominations, 
Nominee Biographies, Registration Forms, 

more complete rate information. 

Pages 82-92 

N E W S O F S U M M E R C A M P S 

New Developments, Dates, Addresses to 
write for information or reservations. 

Pages 98-100 

T A B L E O F C O N T E N T S 

R E P R E S E N T A T I O N A T C O N V E N T I O N 8 2 

R E P O R T O F T H E N O M I N A T I N G C O M M I T T E E 8 3 

B I O G R A P H I E S O F N O M I N E E S 8 4 

C O N V E N T I O N I N T E R E S T S E M I N A R S 8 9 

A D V A N C E S E M I N A R R E G I S T R A T I O N F O R M S 90 

A D V A N C E C O N V E N T I O N R E G I S T R A T I O N 91 

P R E L I M I N A R Y C O N V E N T I O N P R O G R A M 92 

M I D - W E S T L A Y I N S T I T U T E 9 3 

C A R E A N D F E E D I N G O F A D U L T S 96 

I N M E M O R I A M : R e v . L e o n a r d I . T a f e l 97 

N C T S C O R P O R A T I O N A N N U A L M E E T I N G 97 

S U M M E R T H I N G S 

L E A D E R S H I P E D U C A T I O N I N S T I T U T E 98 

T H E A L M O N T P L A N 98 

H O L I D A Y C E N T R E I N B R I T T A N Y 99 

C A M P B L A I R H A V E N 99 

S P L I T M O U N T A I N C A M P 9 9 

P A U L H A V E N 100 

F R Y E B U R G 100 

O P E N L E T T E R T O T H E A N C L 100 

S W E D E N B O R G S T U D I E S 

S C H E L L I N G U N D S W E D E N B O R G 

by the Rev. Dr. Friedemann Horn 101 

M I T E B O X T O N I G E R I A 102 

U R B A N A C O L L E G E N E A R S A C C R E D I T A T I O N 102 

U R B A N A C O L L E G E C O U R S E I N S W E D E N B O R G 1 0 3 
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