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~E V E R Y so o f t en we l ike t o t e l l o u r S u n d a y 
School class the p a r a b l e o f T h e M a n W h o 

Saved H i s O w n L i f e . A m a n , so t h e s t o r y r u n s , 
was cross ing a r a i l r o a d t res t l e b r i d g e when he 
heard a t r a i n a p p r o a c h i n g . T h e r e was no r o o m 
t o step t o one side, a n d he cou ld n o t swim. B y 
heroic e f forts he managed t o cover the distance 
t o the end o f the t res t l e a n d d r o p p e d , f a i n t i n g , 
c lear o f the t r a c k as the express thundered by . 
W h e n he came t o , be ing of less t h a n the aver ­
age inte l l igence , he began t o cheer himsel f l o u d l y 
as his own rescuer, a n d ended b y m a k i n g an a p ­
p l i c a t i o n f o r a hero's m e d a l . — T h e " m o r a l " is 
more o r less obv ious : E v i l is a force w h i c h 
seeks t o des t roy us, b o t h i n t i m e a n d forever . 
I n the end the s l ightest concession t o i t means 
n o t h i n g b u t s p i r i t u a l i n j u r y . Y e t most of us 
i n o u r childish-mindedness are a p t t o demand 
applause f r o m o u r ne ighbors , a n d even " c r e d i t " 
f r o m G o d H i m s e l f , i f we haVfe the elemental 
common sense t o avo id i t . 

~T) U R I N G the w a r c e r t a i n re l ig ious workers 
w i t h the a r m y asked l a r g e numbers o f 

soldiers w h a t t h e y t h o u g h t t o be the w o r s t of 
sins. T h e answers s u r p r i s e d them g r e a t l y . 
M a n y 'sins aga inst w h i c h the churches have i n ­
veighed most earnest ly f o r generat ions were 

a lmost o m i t t e d , whereas others w h i c h they have 
c o m p a r a t i v e l y d i s r e g a r d e d — s u c h as cowardice 
a n d i n s i n c e r i t y — c a m e a t the t o p of the l i s t . 
W h a t m a y be cal led a " r e - g r a d i n g " of s in i n 
p o p u l a r e s t imat i on is g o i n g on as a p a r t o f 
the evo lu t i on o f the New A g e . Genera l ly speak­
i n g , t h i s is based on a t least unconscious recog­
n i t i o n t h a t s in is a t h i n g o f the s p i r i t and n o t 
j u s t o f the body . T h e w o r l d ' s sense of s p i r i t ­
u a l values s t i l l needs a good deal of educat ion 
( i t has l a r g e l y f a i l e d , f o r example , t o discern 
the dangers o f g r o u p selfishness) b u t i t is m a k ­
i n g rea l progress . F r o m the N e w - C h u r c h s t a n d ­
p o i n t the w o r s t sins w o u l d a p p e a r t o be self-
i m p o r t a n c e ( g e n e r a l l y , b u t n o t a lways t a k i n g 
the f o r m o f se l f - r ighteousness) , the " love of 
d o m i n i o n , " and contempt of others1 i n c o m p a r i ­
son w i t h one's self. A search ing and discon­
c e r t i n g l i s t ! 

"\TL7 H E N o u r f r i e n d a n d fel low N e w C h u r c h -
* * m a n , the H o n o r a b l e M a l c o l m E . 

Nicho ls became M a y o r o f B o s t o n , T H E M E S ­
S E N G E R t o o k t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o c o n g r a t u l a t e 
the people o f B o s t o n on " t h e prospec t o f f o u r 
years o f honest a n d efficient g o v e r n m e n t . " A 
reader now wr i tes t o c a l l o u r a t t e n t i o n t o a 
recent s tatement o f M a y o r N i c h o l s , p r i n t e d 
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i n the Boston Herald, i n w h i c h he " a p p r o v e s 
e m p h a t i c a l l y the a c t i o n t a k e n i n his absence t o 
prevent a n y meet ing i n a licensed h a l l i n B o s t o n 
wh i ch is aimed aga ins t o u r i n s t i t u t i o n s . " H o w , 
inquires o u r correspondent , can we r e g a r d h o n ­
est and efficient government as " c o m p a t i b l e w i t h 
th i s outrageous invas ion o f o u r most sacred 
a n d v i t a l l i ber t i e s " ? A s i t happens, we feel 
t h a t M a y o r N i c h o l s ' a t t i t u d e i n th i s case is 
qui te the w r o n g one. Freedom of t h o u g h t and 
discussion is immeasurab ly more i m p o r t a n t 
f r o m o u r s t a n d p o i n t t h a n a n y conceivable 
" i n s t i t u t i o n , " p o l i t i c a l o r even re l ig ious . W e 
see no reason, however, w h y t h a t should affect 
o u r belief i n M r . N i c h o l s ' honesty . W e feel 
sure t h a t he is d o i n g n o t o n l y w h a t he t h i n k s 
r i g h t , b u t w h a t most of his const i tuents w o u l d 
wish . Presumably he is also d o i n g i t eff iciently, 
f o r we know h i m as a m a n w i t h t h e g i f t of get ­
t i n g t h i n g s accomplished. I f he a n d the p u b l i c 
are w r o n g , w h a t t h e y need is n o t abuse, b u t 
e d u c a t i o n ; a n d the w o r k o f educat ion cannot 
succeed u n t i l we l e a r n t h a t i m p u g n i n g motives 
is n o t the w a y t o w i n others t o o u r w a y of 
t h i n k i n g . 

"Distincte U n u m " 
' I ' H E d o c t r i n e o f "degrees" as developed h y 

Swedenborg i n his theo log i ca l w r i t i n g s is 
perhaps his greatest single c o n t r i b u t i o n t o r a ­
t i o n a l t h o u g h t on re l ig ious subjects , and we 
are sure t h a t o u r readers w i l l be wel l r e p a i d f o r 
a c a r e f u l s t u d y of the exposit ions of i t i n th i s 
issue of T H E M E S S E N G E R . B u t there is another 
concept o f h is , w i t h o u t u n d e r s t a n d i n g wh i ch 
w h a t is sa id about discrete degrees i n p a r t i c u ­
l a r m a y be qu i te mis leading . T h i s is the con­
cept expressed i n the phrase , distincte unum, 
the meaning of w h i c h m a y be p a r a p h r a s e d as 
" d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e i n t h o u g h t b u t n o t i n e x p e r i ­
ence." 

F o r example , when we read t h a t there is a 
discrete degree between w i l l a n d u n d e r s t a n d i n g , 
we are t e m p t e d t o t h i n k of these facul t ies as i f 
t h e y were w a t e r - t i g h t c o m p a r t m e n t s i n the 
h u m a n m i n d . Y e t the f a c t is t h a t i n a c t u a l 
experience, as a modern psycho log is t p u t s i t , 
" T h e r e are no such t h i n g s as t h o u g h t s and 
emot i ons ; there are o n l y states o f m i n d . " I n 

o ther words , i n experience a n y emot ion i n ­
s t a n t l y gives rise i n the m i n d t o awareness o f 
i t se l f , wh i ch awareness const i tutes a t h o u g h t : 
the t w o are inseparable and i n e x t r i c a b l e . S i m i ­
l a r l y every idea wh i ch enters the m i n d arouses 
immediate ly an emot iona l r e a c t i o n wh i ch t o 
consciousness is p a r t of i t . W e can never e i ther 
t h i n k w i t h o u t fee l ing o r feel w i t h o u t t h i n k i n g — 
o r i n f a c t do e i ther w i t h o u t some s o r t o f a 
p h y s i c a l sensation. T h e three are distincte 
unum, a single complete experience o r s tate o f 
m i n d . 

A t the same t i m e the c ons t i tuent elements o f 
th i s s tate of m i n d are i n t r i n s i c a l l y qui te d i s t i n c t 
and d i f f erent . A n emot ion as such cannot be 
o r become a t h o u g h t ; ne i ther can a t h o u g h t 
as such be o r become an emot ion . A discrete 
degree—an essential difference i n q u a l i t y — e x ­
ists between them. W h a t makes them one, as 
they are t o conscious experience, is the closest 
of a l l possible r e la t i ons , t h a t o f cause a n d ef­
fect . A n d the resu l t of t h i s i n t i m a t e connec­
t i o n , as we shal l see i n a l a t e r issue, is the " c o r ­
respondence" o f effect t o cause. 

W h e n therefore we say t h a t t h i n g s are " d i s ­
crete ly d i f f e r e n t , " l e t us n o t t h i n k t h a t t h i s 
means t h e y are separate o r separab le ; f o r i t 
means j u s t the oppos i te . T h e clearer we make 
o u r d i s t i n c t i o n between f a i t h and c h a r i t y , the 
more f o r c i b l y we should r e m i n d ourselves t h a t 
f a i t h cannot poss ib ly ex is t except f r o m and 
a l o n g w i t h c h a r i t y . T h e one is the substance 
a n d the other is the f o r m ; b o t h t oge ther , a l o n g 
w i t h the use t o w h i c h t h e i r u n i o n alone can l ead , 
c o n s t i t u t i n g one t h i n g , the angelic o r s p i r i ­
t u a l l i f e . 

A l ike c a u t i o n should i n f o r m o u r t h i n k i n g 
about the r e l a t i o n of the n a t u r a l w o r l d a n d the 
s p i r i t u a l . W h e n we speak of a discrete 
degree between t h e m , we are o f t en t e m p t e d t o 
f a l l i n t o the p o p u l a r h a b i t of t h o u g h t w h i c h 
accords t o m a t t e r an independent existence, a n 
i n t r i n s i c r e a l i t y . B u t m a t t e r is s i m p l y the ef­
fect , o f w h i c h m i n d o r s p i r i t is the cause. I t 
is n o t s p i r i t , b u t a p a r t f r o m s p i r i t i t could n o t 
ex ist , even f o r an i n s t a n t . Diverse as are the 
elements of w h i c h i t is made u p , the universe 
i n the broadest sense is distincte unum—one 
vas t , ind iv is ib le emanat ion of the love and wis ­
dom of A l m i g h t y God . E . M . L . G . 
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Blade, Ear and Kernel 
A Sermon 

By the Rev. Paul Sperry 

"The earth bringeth forth fruit of herself; first the 
blade, then the ear, after that the full corn in'Jhe ear." 

—Mark iv.28 

A / f " I S S H E L E N K E L L E R was asked r e -
c e n t l y , when speak ing t o a few f r iends 

i n a p r i v a t e home i n W a s h i n g t o n , w h a t her 
f a v o r i t e q u o t a t i o n was. H e r r e p l y , a f t e r b u t 
a moment 's h e s i t a t i o n , was a r r e s t i n g . I t w a s : 
" T h e e a r t h b r i n g e t h f o r t h f r u i t of herse l f ; first 
the blade, t h e n the ear , a f t e r t h a t the f u l l c o r n 
i n the e a r . " T h e quest ioner seemed t o have 
o n l y t h e convent ional impulse t o get f r o m a 
d i s t ingu ished personage a ready-made r e p l y . 
M a n y of us w o u l d find i t d i f f i cul t t o choose on 
the moment o u r f a v o r i t e q u o t a t i o n , i f indeed 
we h a d one. T h e s u r p r i s e was no t t h a t Miss 
K e l l e r h a d a r eady answer, b u t t h a t her choice 
f e l l on a verse of S c r i p t u r e b y no means f r e ­
q u e n t l y n o t e d ; i t was no genera l ly c i ted m a x i m 
o f conduct t h a t she selected, b u t a tremendous 
s tatement of phi losophic and re l ig ious t r u t h 
couched i n a simple r e c i t a l of n a t u r a l f a c t . 
She h a d recognized i n the Chr i s t ' s comment on 
unconscious g r o w t h a f u n d a m e n t a l p r i n c i p l e 
wh i ch her own experience h a d verif ied. 

I 

T h r o u g h the f requent n a r r a t i v e of her 
teacher, M i s s K e l l e r has h a d o p p o r t u n i t y t o 
k n o w a n d keep f resh i n m i n d detai ls o f her men­
t a l development f r o m the earl iest beginnings i n 
the a lphabet of l anguage and experience, t o 
the present richness o f a m a t u r e a n d f r u i t f u l 
genius. She can see, w h a t m a y n o t be a p p a r e n t 
t o m a n y others , t h a t her g r o w t h was n o t a 
cont inuous development, h u t a n u n f o l d i n g b y 
d i s t i n c t stages o f progress . She remembers 
c l ear ly the t h r i l l o f l e a r n i n g t h a t her d o l l h a d 
a name, t h a t the w a t e r f r o m the p u m p w h i c h 
splashed on her h a n d h a d a name w h i c h every 
one knew, t h a t a l l t h i n g s she cou ld t o u c h had 
names. T h i n k of r e c a l l i n g the first t h r i l l o f 

d iscovery of the f a c t o f l a n g u a g e ! T h e n 
t h r o u g h years there was the cont inuous p i l i n g 
u p o f knowledge of t h i n g s t h r o u g h c o n t a c t 
w i t h a tang ib l e w o r l d , there was a b r o a d e n i n g 
ou t of experience, and ye t a l l on one p lane o f 
awareness. 

B u t a change came. She discovered t h e ex­
istence of a n i n t a n g i b l e w o r l d of knowledge, a 
r e a l m of ideas a n d concepts. She w a n t e d t o 
go t o college, a n d l e a r n w h a t o t h e r t h o u g h t f u l 
people k n e w — l i t e r a t u r e , a r t , p h i l o s o p h y . F o r 
years l e a r n i n g was her i d e a l ; she cou ld e n j o y 
wondrous beauties i n t h e m e n t a l r e a l m t h a t 
more w o r l d - r i d d e n minds cou ld n o t apprec ia te . 
She cou ld be h a p p y r e a d i n g The True Chris­
tian Religion o f Swedenborg u n t i l t w o i n the 
m o r n i n g . 

T h e n ye t a g a i n a myster ious change came, 
a new u n f o l d i n g of l i f e , ano ther a n d d i s t i n c t 
stage o f experience. She who h a d been done 
f o r f r o m babyhood , who h a d , p e r f o r c e , been 
dependent u p o n the m i n i s t r a t i o n s of others f a r 
beyond the average, discovered the r e a l p u r ­
pose o f l i f e , the a c t u a l f r u i t i o n o f h u m a n 
g r o w t h , service o f others . W i t h a zeal b o r n 
of new purposes she t h r e w her energies i n t o ways 
o f a d v a n c i n g t h e we l fare of those whose pe­
c u l i a r p r i v a t i o n s she knew so wel l how t o a p ­
prec iate . N o l onger content t o be a p u b l i c 
exh ib i t o f w h a t pat ience a n d i n d u s t r y can ac­
compl i sh , she has dedicated her unique ab i l i t i e s , 
her educat ion , her influence, her l i f e t o f u r ­
n i s h i n g t o o ther darkened lives the l i g h t w h i c h 
she has f o u n d , t o o t h e r s t r a i t e n e d souls the 
new freedom w h i c h she has ga ined , t o o ther 
h u n g e r i n g minds the wholesome g r a i n w h i c h she 
has been r e a p i n g . " T h e e a r t h b r i n g e t h f o r t h 
f r u i t of herse l f ; first the blade, then the ear , 
a f t e r t h a t the f u l l c o r n i n the e a r . " 

I I 

M i s s K e l l e r knows t h a t the love o f s e rv ing 
is no t the resu l t o f the p i l i n g u p of knowledge, 
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not s i m p l y the advanced stage o f a cont inuous 
process o f i n t e l l e c t u a l development. She knows 
t h a t her love o f l e a r n i n g , her i n t e l l i g e n t zeal 
i n the search f o r wisdom is n o t the same t h i n g 
as t h a t cur ious y e a r n i n g f o r fac t s w h i c h ac­
t u a t e d her g i r l h o o d studies. She sees, as she 
looks back over her l i f e , stages o f development, 
degrees o f g r o w t h , w h i c h have n o t q u a n t i t a t i v e , 
b u t q u a l i t a t i v e d ist inctness , differences n o t so 
m u c h o f amount as of k i n d . T h e blade never 
becomes the e a r ; i t provides a vehicle f o r t h e 
ear's development. T h e ear s t r u c t u r e never 
becomes the kerne l o f r ipened g r a i n ; i t o n l y 
serves t o p r e p a r e f o r i t . T h i s is w h y , t o M i s s 
Ke l l er ' s m i n d , the t e r m "d iscrete degrees" is n o t 
the name of a n a b s t r a c t , ph i l o soph i ca l p r i n ­
c ip le , b u t a n " o p e n sesame" t o t h e mysteries 
of g r o w t h i n h u m a n l i f e , n o t a f o r m u l a b y w h i c h 
t o analyse problems i n t h e o r y , b u t " a key f o r 
open ing the causes o f t h i n g s , a n d f o r e n t e r i n g 
i n t o t h e m , " f o r u n l o c k i n g the meaning o f those 
correspondent ia l re la t ionships w h i c h ex is t be­
tween t h i n g s n a t u r a l a n d t h i n g s s p i r i t u a l . 

T h e r e a l i z a t i o n o f th i s was w h a t made Miss 
K e l l e r c l a p her hands w i t h p leasure when she 
g o t the idea of "d i s cre te degrees" under the 
t e a c h i n g o f her f r i e n d , t h e l a t e Rev . J a c o b E . 
W e r r e n . A m i n d t h a t d i d n o t sense the d i f ­
ference between degrees o f a m o u n t and degrees 
o f k i n d , between steps o f mere sequence a n d suc­
cessive stages o f cause a n d effect, between mere 
extent i n a b r o a d experience a n d d i f ferent 
planes o f experience of complex h u m a n n a t u r e , 
such a m i n d w o u l d h a r d l y choose f o r recollec­
t i o n as a f a v o r i t e q u o t a t i o n , " T h e e a r t h b r i n g ­
e th f o r t h f r u i t o f herse l f ; first the blade, t h e n 
the ear, a f t e r t h a t t h e f u l l c o r n i n the e a r . " 

n i 
O u r L o r d C h r i s t chose the symbol o f develop­

i n g g r a i n t o represent the process o f i m p l a n ­
t a t i o n a n d g r o w t h of the K i n g d o m o f God . H e 
meant t o i l l u s t r a t e the d i s t i n c t stages b y w h i c h 
m a n , essential ly a s p i r i t u a l be ing b y b i r t h , 
comes a c t u a l l y i n t o t h a t s ta te o f l i f e i n w h i c h 
he loves righteousness a n d endeavors t o c a r r y 
o u t wisely i n behaviour the i m p l i c a t i o n s o f 
r ighteousness. H e intended t o present v i v i d l y 
t o the m i n d the dist inctness o f the steps b y 
w h i c h m a n is r e b o r n , how the emphasis o f his 

l i f e sh i f t s f r o m w i t h o u t i n w a r d , how f r o m be­
i n g g ross ly n a t u r a l i n p u r p o s e , t h o u g h t a n d 
conduct he becomes finely s p i r i t u a l i n a i m , con ­
cept i on a n d behavior . 

A s the blade, first a n d t h e n the ear exist 
f o r the u l t i m a t e g r a i n , a n d the process c u l m i ­
nates i n f r u i t f u l p r o d u c t i o n , so the l e a r n i n g o f 
f ac t s a n d t r a i n i n g i n p r i n c i p l e s find t h e i r t r u e 
f r u i t i o n i n conduct t h a t is i n s p i r e d by love a n d 
gu ided b y wisdom. T h e blade stage of g r o w t h 
does n o t g ive place t o the ear p e r i o d because 
o f a n y q u a n t i t a t i v e change, b u t because o f a n 
impulse f r o m w i t h i n t h e p l a n t . T h e kernels 
do n o t fill o u t i n the ear because i t has reached 
a c e r t a i n size o r age, b u t because of a p r o d u c ­
t i v e impulse w o r k i n g t h r o u g h the whole p l a n t . 
H e r e we visual ize , o f course g r o w i n g wheat , n o t 
c o r n , f o r everywhere else i n t h e gospels, the 
w o r d w h i c h o u r L o r d used i n H i s i l l u s t r a t i o n 
is so t r a n s l a t e d . I n the r ipened kerne l t h e r e a l 
a n a l y s t w i l l find s to red u p the whole o f t h e 
process o f g r o w t h , the s p r o u t i n g seed, t h e blade, 
the ear . So i n every resu l t is t o be f o u n d em­
bodied the means b y w h i c h i t was accomplished 
a n d the p u r p o s e w h i c h gave i t b i r t h ; i n every 
effect, t h e cause w h i c h gave i t p r o j e c t i o n a n d 
the end f o r w h i c h the sequence s t a r t e d . T h e 
K i n g d o m o f G o d is a g o a l D i v i n e l y a imed a t , 
a n d D i v i n e l y accomplished. I t s r e p r o d u c t i o n 
i n the l i f e o f i n d i v i d u a l m a n is a c ons t ru c t i ve 
r esu l t f o r w h i c h a marvelous process o f g r o w t h 
has been p r o v i d e d , i n v o l v i n g three d i s t i n c t 
stages of succession. 

Perhaps we cannot do b e t t e r t h a n r e a d over 
a g a i n , f r o m Divine Love and. Wisdom, a de­
s c r i p t i o n of one aspect o f t h e process : 

When a man is born he comes first into the natural 
degree, and this increases with him by continuity, ac ­
cording to his knowledges, and according to 
the understanding acquired through them, even 
to the highest point of the understanding, which is called 
the rational. But still, the second degree, which is 
called the spiritual, is not thereby opened. This is 
opened by the love of uses, from the things of the un­
derstanding, but by the spiritual love of uses, which 
love is love toward the neighbor. This degree likewise 
may increase by continuous degrees to its highest point, 
and it increases by knowledges of truth and good, that is 
by spiritual truths. But even by these truths the third de­
gree, which is called the celestial, is not opened, but 
this is opened by the celestial love of use, which love is 
love to the L o r d ; and love to the Lord is nothing else 
than committing the precepts of the Word to life, the 
sum of which precepts is, to shun evils because they are 
infernal and diabolical and to do goods because they 
are heavenly and Divine. These three degrees are thus 
successively opened in man. 
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I V 

F o r t u n a t e l y the steps i n the process do n o t 
depend u p o n o u r feeble j u d g m e n t ; the changes 
o f m o t i v e do n o t come as we decide u p o n t h e m , 
b u t as o u r c o n d i t i o n fits us f o r them 
as we are r eady f o r t h e m , i n the L o r d ' s 
s i ght . T h e process is m i n u t e l y under 
H i s Providence , a n d as one p e r i o d of p r e p a r a ­
t i o n is completed H e opens i n us a new r e a l m 
o f g r o w t h . "So is t h e K i n g d o m o f G o d , as i f 
a m a n should cast seed i n t o the g r o u n d a n d 
should sleep and r ise , n i g h t a n d d a y , a n d t h e 
seed should s p r i n g a n d g r o w u p , he k n o w e t h 
n o t h o w . " W e , of ourselves, have no c a p a c i t y 
t o produce s p i r i t u a l l i f e , b u t we are responsible 
f o r m a n y o f t h e condi t ions w h i c h affect the 
development o f i t . W e can t r a m p l e on the 
blade before i t grows u p , we can p l u c k the ear 
before i t r ipens , o r we can care f o r t h e g r o u n d , 
p r o t e c t t h e blade, a n d husband t h e g r o w i n g 
g r a i n t h a t the development m a y be o r d e r l y 
a n d t h e f r u i t a g e a b u n d a n t . B u t t h e g r o w t h 
is the L o r d ' s , the successive changes are under 
H i s c o n t r o l , the final resu l t is H i s accompl ish­
ment . 

T r u e , indeed, t h e appearance is otherwise. 
W e seem t o be i n c o n t r o l , t o make a l l o u r own 
decisions, t o regu late o u r own c h a r a c t e r de­
ve lopment . W e see t h e s k i l f u l f a r m e r w i t h a 
l a r g e r y i e l d t h a n his ne ighbor , and surmise t h a t 
o u t w a r d m e t h o d is t h e sole e x p l a n a t i o n . P a u l 
saw t h e di f ference: "So t h e n ne i ther is he 
t h a t p l a n t e t h , a n y t h i n g , ne i ther he t h a t w a t e r -
e t h , b u t G o d t h a t g i v e t h the increase . " W e l ive 
i n a w o r l d o f "as i f , " a n d appearances are de­
ce iv ing . L i f e looks l ike a cont inuous e x p e r i ­
ence; educat ion appears l i k e a p i l i n g u p of 
k n o w l e d g e ; r e l i g i o n , even, looks l i k e o n l y a n 
advanced stage o f c u l t u r e a n d refinement. F r o m 
be ing crude a n d e a r t h l y , men seem t o become 
p u r i f i e d a n d heavenly b y an u n b r o k e n process 
o f m i n u t e changes, a n d s p i r i t u a l i t y o f t e n seems 
t o behave l ike a n i m a l i t y o f finer poise. B u t 
the fac t s are otherwise. Ours is b u t a n a u x i l i ­
a r y r e s p o n s i b i l i t y — G o d rules . L i f e is a suc­
cession o f per iods , a n d the changes b y w h i c h men 
become s p i r i t u a l are steps of e levat ion t h r o u g h 
d i s t i n c t planes o f experience. R e l i g i o n is l i f e 
r e b o r n b y the i m p l a n t i n g o f a new a n d heavenly 
mot ive . T h e k i n g d o m o f G o d is n o t a per f e c t 

wor ld l iness , b u t a new c r e a t i o n i n t h e i n n e r 
conscience o f m a n . 

V 

Swedenborg w r o t e over a c e n t u r y a n d a h a l f 
ago, " I a m n o t aware t h a t a n y t h i n g has h i t h e r ­
t o been k n o w n o f d iscrete degrees o r those o f 
a l t i t u d e , b u t o n l y of cont inuous degrees o r 
those o f l a t i t u d e . " Y e t the p r i n c i p l e is f u n d a ­
m e n t a l i n c r e a t i o n ; i t underlies the s t r u c t u r e 
of the universe, the o r g a n i z a t i o n o f the h u m a n 
m i n d , a n d the o r d e r of s p i r i t u a l development. 
I t is the sequence b y w h i c h h i g h e r is evolved 
out o f l ower , a n d the succession b y w h i c h p u r ­
pose finds expression i n a c t . T o g r a s p i t s 
significance as a l a w is t o be r e a d y t o examine 
the mean ing of the inner w o r l d o f causes, a n d 
thus the b e t t e r t o u n d e r s t a n d t h i s ou ter w o r l d 
o f effects. T o recognize i t s b e a r i n g on h u m a n 
n a t u r e a n d the condit ions g o v e r n i n g s p i r i t u a l 
development is t o be p r e p a r e d t o find the w r i t ­
t en W o r d o f G o d a new book, p r e s e n t i n g i n 
accurate symbol the h idden fac ts of i n n e r ex­
perience. 

L e t no one who longs t o u n d e r s t a n d the w o n ­
ders o f D i v i n e c r e a t i o n , the in t r i cac ies o f h u ­
m a n n a t u r e a n d the mysteries o f heavenly p r o ­
gress t h i n k l i g h t l y of the i m p o r t a n c e o f g a i n ­
i n g some clear g r a s p o f t h a t v i t a l p r i n c i p l e 
too l o n g l e f t i n the seclusion o f a t e chn i ca l 
t e r m , "d iscrete degrees." L i s t e n t o the w o r d 
of h i m t h r o u g h whom the p r i n c i p l e has been 
made k n o w n t o t h e w o r l d : 

H e who does not acquire a perception of these degrees, 
can know nothing whatever of the differences between 
the Heavens, and between the interior and exterior facul­
ties of man, thus between the soul and the body; he is also 
utterly unable to apprehend what the internal sense of 
the Word is, and its difference from the external 
sense; and not even the difference between the Spiritual 
World and the natural world; being, in fact, not able 
to understand what and whence are correspondences 
and representatives, and scarcely what influx is. Sensu­
ous men do not apprehend these differences; for they 
make increase and decrease according to these degrees, 
continuous, thus they make these degrees like the de­
grees of length and breadth; wherefore they stand out­
side, far from intelligence. 

W h a t wonder , t h e n , t h a t a m i n d l i k e t h a t 
of H e l e n K e l l e r , s i n g u l a r l y p r o t e c t e d f r o m the 
d i s t r a c t i o n s o f sense, accustomed t o explore 
eager ly the beauties o f the m e n t a l w o r l d , h u n ­
g r y f o r knowledge o f the meanings o f t h i n g s , 
sensitive t o impressions o f f a c t i n the rea lm 

155 



T H E N E W - C H U R C H M E S S E N G E R 

of the soul , should have been t h r i l l e d t o l e a r n , 
a t the hands of a t r u s t e d teacher, the v e r y es­
sence o f the system b y w h i c h t h e L o r d has 
made m a n w i t h his v a r i e d a n d d i s t i n c t c a p a c i ­
ties a n d b y w h i c h H e produces , t h r o u g h the 
stages o f h u m a n development, t h a t highest o f 

a l l c reat ions , a n angel . W h a t wonder t h a t her 
ph i l o sophy o f l i f e a n d her concept ion o f r e ­
l ig ious g r o w t h find fit expression i n the D i v i n e 
p a r a b l e : " T h e e a r t h b r i n g e t h f o r t h f r u i t of 
herse l f ; first the blade, t h e n the ear , a f t e r t h a t 
the f u l l c o r n i n the e a r . " 

A S i m i l e 
By Adolph Roeder 

I F an art is t desired, along human lines, to ex­
press the idea that the Uni ted States at a cer­

ta in period of its history took care of many mem­
bers of the W o r l d - F a m i l y , the result ing picture 
would show a number of fami l iar personifications, 
such as a French woman for France, a farmer 
lad , named Miche l , for Germany, a country squire 
called John B u l l , for England , a member of the 
hersaglieri for I t a l y , and so f o r t h . These he 
would group about a table and have another fam­
i l iar personality, called Uncle Sam, represented as 
feeding them. A l l these figures and the words 
needed to t e l l the story would come to his mind 
f rom t rad i t i ona l and historic sources, without ef­
f o r t on his par t . The process whereby they do 
so would be called by a variety of names; Genius, 
ta lent ; g i f t , ar t . 

So when, along Div ine lines, the Master of L i f e 
writes into H i s "Book of L i f e " the story of how 
H e takes care of the souls of H i s chi ldren, and of 
a l l the soul's faculties i n its effort to solve the be­
wi lder ing mult itude of human problems that face 
i t , and the struggle i t passes through, the d i s i l l u -
sionments, the battles, the various incidents i n the 
"batt le of l i f e " (German scientists call i t "Kamf 
urn's Dasein"; Swedenborg calls i t " temptat ion 
combats") He tells the story i n a similar way. 
Those who t e l l or wr i t e the story find tradi t ional 
or historic pictures suggest themselves to them and 
the process that suggests them called " insp i ra ­
t i o n " . The human problems and their mul t ip l i c i ty 
natura l ly suggest a " m u l t i t u d e " ; the idea of " L i f e " 
natura l ly (and s p i r i t u a l l y ) suggests motion, a go­
ing , a wandering, a journey . The mult itude sets 
out on a journey. The abstract element of "Be­
wi lderment" turns normal ly into a "wi lderness" 
and the journey leads through a wilderness. The 
idea of the faculties of the mind (or soul) t r a d i ­
t i ona l ly take the personified shapes of the "sons 
of I s r a e l , " of whom Reuben signifies " f a i t h , " 
Simeon, "obedience" and so f o r t h . Hence i t is the 

"sons of I s r a e l " who set f o r t h on the journey 
through the wilderness. 

The thought of the Lord 's tak ing care of them 
natura l ly takes the same shape as i n the first pic­
t u r e : H e feeds them i n the wilderness ( w i t h Manna 
and Selav, something l ike bread and something 
that comes from the sea, i n the O l d Testament; and 
w i t h bread and fish i n the New Testament) . The 
effort made by the soul is represented by the num­
ber six, which has always meant human effort, 
largely helpless effort, f rom the earliest Rabbinic 
interpreters down. This number associates itself 
w i t h the idea of " m u l t i t u d e , " and i t is six hundred 
thousand of the families of the "Sons of I s r a e l " 
who go f o r t h on the j ourney through the wi lder ­
ness. A n d the elements of struggle, i n the 
" B a t t l e of L i f e " is always represented by the num­
ber f o r t y ( four times ten) when i t takes place on 
an inner plane, and by f or ty - two (six times seven) 
when on the outer edges of consciousness. Hence 
the six hundred thousand "Sons of I s r a e l " j ourney 
through the wilderness for f o r t y years. 

A n d then the tender mercy of the L o r d reveals 
the Div ine Purpose back of the s tory : namely, that 
a l l the "ut ter outwardness" acquired i n E g y p t may 
die along the road ; and that the soul may reach the 
" l a n d of promise" sworn to "our fathers" that i n ­
ner self-realization which is , i n its ult imate analy­
sis, not self-realization at a l l , but God-realization. 

The pursuit of secular well -being without any 
sp i r i tua l ideals has now been long and extensively 
t r ied . We regard i t as almost a truism that to 
provide mankind w i t h fresh gratifications, new 
desires, and new ways of satisfying them, must 
augment human happiness. B u t the observation 
of moralists for thousands of years has shown 
the fal lacy of this view. The obvious t r u t h is 
that a l l w o r l d l y and carnal desires are i n their 
nature insatiable. We cannot al lay covetousness, 
greed, and the desire for pleasure by g r a t i f y i n g 
them. The more people have of these things, the 
more they want .—Dean Inge. 

156 



"Degrees" 
By Frederic R. Crownfield 

T H E R E are t w o independent aspects o f 
Swedenborg's doc t r ine o f degrees. One 

aspect is p u r e l y f o r m a l . I t deals w i t h and d is ­
t inguishes t w o f u n d a m e n t a l types of r e l a t i o n ­
sh ip . T h e other aspect is his r e c o g n i t i o n of 
these t w o types of r e l a t i o n s h i p i n c e r t a i n con­
crete s i tuat i ons w h i c h is of i m p o r t a n c e , b u t i n 
o r d e r t h a t the d i s t inc t i ons m a y be apprec ia ted 
i t w i l l be necessary t o consider first the more 
f o r m a l aspect of degrees. 

T W O K I N D S O F D E G R E E S 

Suppose we have a n y series of entit ies wh i ch 
are re la ted t o each o ther . T h e n there are t w o 
possible ways i n wh i ch t h e y m a y be re lated t o 
one another . T h e first case m a y be i l l u s t r a t e d 
by the series o f distances on a f o o t r u l e , and 
the members of the series are so re la ted t h a t 
one m a y pass cont inuous ly f r o m one t o 
another . A n o t h e r example m i g h t be the series 
o f t emperatures wh i ch occurs i n a g iven p e r i o d 
of t ime . H e r e too the t r a n s i t i o n f r o m one t o 
ano ther is of a k i n d w h i c h we w o u l d recognize 
as cont inuous . W i t h o u t a t t e m p t i n g t o be r i g i d 
i n def in ing w h a t is meant by- c o n t i n u i t y , we m a y 
say t h a t such a series is cont inuous i f between 
a n y t w o membirs there is a lways another mem­
ber. T h u s , between any t w o distances, how­
ever close, there is a lways another distance, 
and between any t w o temperatures there is an 
in termed ia te t e m p e r a t u r e . T w o ent i t ies such 
t h a t we can pass c o n t i n u o u s l y f r o m one t o the 
o t h e r are cont inuous degrees. I n Swedenborg's 
t h o u g h t , n o t on ly such types of r e l a t i o n s h i p as 
distances a n d temperatures are inc luded , b u t 
such re lat ions as t h a t between A ' s knowledge o f 
chemis t ry and B's . I f t h e y are n o t i d e n t i c a l 
there w i l l a lways be an in termediate stage, no 
m a t t e r how close they come. 

B u t there is also another t y p e of r e l a t i o n . 
Suppose we have a r r a n g e d a series o f a toms, be­
g i n n i n g w i t h h y d r o g e n , cons is t ing o f a c e n t r a l 
nucleus of one p r o t o n w i t h an e lectron r e v o l v i n g 
about i t ; c o n t i n u i n g t h r o u g h h e l i u m , w i t h a 
nucleus o f t w o pos i t ive charges a n d t w o elec­
t r o n s ; l i t h i u m w i t h three , a n d so on . N o w we 

cannot pass cont inuous ly f r o m one t o the o ther . 
T h e r e is no in termed ia te step between h y d r o g e n 
and hel ium ( l e a v i n g ou t of cons iderat ion t h e 
f a c t o f i o n i z a t i o n , w h i c h does n o t affect the 
p r i n c i p l e ) . Cons ider ing on ly the electrons, we 
have e i ther one r e v o l v i n g , o r t w o . A n e lectron 
is ind iv i s ib le , and there is no p o s s i b i l i t y o f the 
existence of a n y in termed ia te . Passage f r o m 
one member of t h i s series t o a n o t h e r is n o t a 
cont inuous one, b u t a series o f j u m p s , a n d 
t h i n g s wh i ch are r e la ted i n th i s w a y , so t h a t be­
tween members a d i s t i n c t step is necessary, are 
cal led discrete degrees. T h i s t y p e of r e l a t i o n ­
ship exists , o f course, between o t h e r t h i n g s be­
sides a toms , b u t we sha l l leave the cons iderat ion 
of o ther examples o f discrete degrees t i l l l a t e r . 

W i t h the examples wh i ch we a l r e a d y have, 
we are i n a p o s i t i o n t o not ice c e r t a i n i m p o r t a n t 
general charac ter i s t i c s o f degrees. F i r s t of a l l , 
i n b o t h types o f degree we are dea l ing w i t h a 
series. Degrees must be degrees of something , 
must have something i n common w h i c h allows 
them t o be ordered . T h e degrees are then de­
grees of the q u a l i t y w h i c h is t h e p r i n c i p l e a t 
the basis of the order . T h u s o u r examples 
were degrees o f l e n g t h , o f heat , of i n f o r m a t i o n , 
of c o m p l e x i t y o f a tomic o r g a n i z a t i o n . A pen ­
c i l , a c h a i r and a m i r r o r w o u l d be discrete , 
c e r t a i n l y , b u t no t discrete degrees, f o r t h e y do 
no t represent d i f f erent degrees o f a n y t h i n g . 
Penci ls , on the o ther h a n d , m i g h t be o f v a r y ­
i n g degrees of hardness, whi le i n the series pen , 
t y p e w r i t e r and p r i n t i n g press we can see v a r ­
ious degrees of efficiency i n s p r e a d i n g one's 
t h o u g h t . Degrees are degrees of something . 

A P A R A L L E L F R O M M A T H E M A T I C S 

A g a i n , w i t h the examples before us, i t is t o 
be emphasized t h a t the c o n t r a s t between the t w o 
types o f degrees is a c o n t r a s t between t w o 
types of r e l a t i o n s h i p . T o recognize the possi ­
b i l i t y of the t w o and t o ask i n c e r t a i n specific 
instances w h i c h of the t w o types of r e l a t i o n s h i p 
is exhib i ted w i l l t a k e us i n t o a deeper under ­
s t a n d i n g of the n a t u r e o f the members o f the 
series wh i ch we are cons ider ing . F i n a l l y , i t is 
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w o r t h n o t i c i n g t h a t Swedenborg's d o c t r i n e o f 
degrees bears m a n y resemblances t o the m a t h e ­
m a t i c a l t h e o r y of ordered classes as i t has been 
developed on the basis o f the w o r k of C a n t o r 
a n d Dedek ind . T h i s t h e o r y deals w i t h classes 
a n d the re la t ionships between t h e i r members. 
I t is p e r f e c t l y a b s t r a c t . I t accepts the idea o f 
class w i t h o u t de f in i t i on a n d makes c e r t a i n as­
sumpt ions about the re la t i ons o f the members 
o f a class w h i c h character ize t h a t class i f i t 
is t o be sa id t o be ordered, d i s t i n g u i s h i n g three 
m a i n types o f such ordered classes. These are 
the discrete sequence, dense classes a n d c o n t i n u ­
ous classes. I t is n o t possible here t o define 
these types o f classes m a t h e m a t i c a l l y , b u t 
r o u g h l y t h e y are as f o l l o w s : A discrete se­
quence is a class whose members make u p an 
ordered series such as the series o f o r d i n a r y 
whole numbers . E a c h member is separate and 
d i s t i n c t a n d one passes f r o m member t o member 
b y a series o f d i s t i n c t steps. W e m a y neglect 
t h e d i s t i n c t i o n between cont inuous a n d dense 
classes a n d define the cont inuous class r o u g h l y 
as a class between a n y t w o o f whose members, 
however close, there exists ano ther member. 
T h e class o f p o i n t s o n a l ine is a n example 
of t h i s t y p e o f ordered class. B u t more i m ­
p o r t a n t f r o m o u r p o i n t o f view is the f a c t t h a t 
a series o f discrete degrees f o rms such a d is ­
crete sequence, whi le w h a t Swedenborg calls 
" c o n t i n u o u s degrees" f o r m a cont inuous class. 

T h i s w a y o f de f in ing the t w o types of degrees 
w i l l p r o b a b l y n o t be v e r y e n l i g h t e n i n g except t o 
t h e m a t h e m a t i c i a n . I t s advantage lies n o t i n 
the f a c t i t makes Swedenborg's d o c t r i n e o f de­
grees easy o f comprehension, b u t i n the f a c t 
t h a t , once the m a t h e m a t i c a l t h e o r y is compre ­
hended, i t makes possible a precise de f in i t i on 
o f each o f the t w o t y p e s , a b s t r a c t e d f r o m a n y 
p a r t i c u l a r instances. I t is possible, t oo t h a t 
f u r t h e r assumptions m a y be necessary t o c h a r ­
acterize these degrees beyond the ones a l ready 
made b y the t h e o r y o f ordered classes. Such a 
s t u d y o f degrees w o u l d a d d t o the u n d e r s t a n d ­
i n g o f t h e m , and i f f u r t h e r assumptions were 
needed, t h e y m i g h t be suggestive f o r the mathe ­
m a t i c a l t h e o r y . 

A B A S I S F O E C E I T I C I S M 

One o f the i m p o r t a n t consequences of the 
a d o p t i o n b y the social sciences o f t h e t h e o r y 

o f evo lu t i on has been t h a t these sciences as­
sume as a basis f o r t h e i r s t u d y t h a t the v a r i o u s 
stages o f development f o r m a cont inuous ser­
ies. B i o l o g y i t s e l f — d u e t o Bateson 's a n d 
o thers ' w o r k on d iscont inuous v a r i a t i o n , de 
V r i e s ' t h e o r y o f m u t a t i o n s , a n d M o r g a n ' s s i g ­
n i f i cant studies o f h e r e d i t y i n DrosophUa melan~ 
ogaster a n d i t s m u t a n t s — h a s f o u n d t h a t the 
belief i n cont inuous v a r i a t i o n on w h i c h D a r ­
w i n founded his e x p l a n a t i o n o f the f a c t o f 
evo lu t i on is a lmost impossible t o m a i n t a i n . B u t 
the social sciences received the idea i n t h a t 
f o r m , a n d i n the m a i n t h e y have a p p l i e d i t t o 
t h e i r respective fields q u i t e u n c r i t i c a l l y , f o l ­
l o w i n g H e r b e r t Spencer. T h e school o f a n t h r o ­
p o l o g y o f w h i c h Boas a n d Goldenweiser are 
leaders is a n except ion , b u t genera l l y speak ing 
the v i ewpo in t expressed i n th i s q u o t a t i o n is 
t y p i c a l : 

. . . . The work of Darwin had convinced men of the 
continuity of human with animal evolution as regards 
all bodily characters and had prepared the way for the 
quickly following recognition of the similar continuity 
of man's mental evolution with that of the animal world. 
( W I L L I A M MCDOUGALL, "Social Psychology," p. 5.) 

T h e significance o f such a s tatement lies 
i n the f a c t t h a t i t is a p u r e a s s u m p t i o n t h a t 
the r e l a t i o n s h i p between a n i m a l m i n d and h u m a n 
m i n d is o f th i s t y p e ; t h a t t h e y are " c o n t i n u ­
ous degrees." T h e o n l y possible j u s t i f i c a t i o n 
f o r i t is p u r e l y behav ior i s t i c , a n d i t is open 
t o a l l the c r i t i c i sms of t h a t t y p e of psycho lo ­
g i z i n g w h i c h M r . M c D o u g a l l otherwise p l a i n l y 
recognizes. S i m i l a r c r i t i c i sms o f assumed con ­
t i n u i t y cou ld be made i n the fields o f sociology 
and of the h i s t o r y o f r e l i g i o n . 

T h e mere r e c o g n i t i o n o f the f a c t t h a t there 
are t w o types of r e l a t i o n s h i p , the cont inuous 
and the discrete , does n o t o f course settle the 
quest ion as t o w h i c h t y p e is a c t u a l l y exempl i ­
fied i n a g iven case. W h a t i t does is t o p o i n t 
ou t ano ther p o s s i b i l i t y . I t leaves the question 
as t o the a c t u a l t y p e open f o r s t u d y . I t is 
o n l y f a i r t o say , however, t h a t w i t h c o n t i n u i t y 
defined as we have defined i t there is no ev i ­
dence t h a t i t exists i n t h e f o r m t h a t is as­
sumed i n the social sciences. H e r e the d o c t r i n e 
o f degrees serves as a n i n s t r u m e n t f o r the 
c r i t i c i s m of a ssumpt i on , a n d t h a t c r i t i c i s m w i l l 
have i m p o r t a n t consequences, whatever the o u t ­
come o f i t s a p p l i c a t i o n m a y be. 
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B e f o r e we leave t h i s phase o f o u r sub jec t 
l e t us not ice some o t h e r more speci f ical ly r e ­
l ig ious a p p l i c a t i o n s recogniz ing such a d i s t i n c ­
t i o n i n t y p e o f r e l a t i o n s h i p . T h e tendency o f 
m o d e r n t h o u g h t a b o u t the B i b l e is t o describe 
i t s r e l a t i o n s h i p t o o t h e r re l ig ious l i t e r a t u r e as 
o f the cont inuous t y p e . I t p u t s the B ib l e wel l 
a t the head o f the series, b u t i t w o u l d be qu i te 
f a i r t o say f r o m i t s v i ewpo in t t h a t the B i b l e , 
the K o r a n a n d the Vedas were cont inuous de­
grees o f reve la t i on . H e r e a g a i n t h e d o c t r i n e 
o f degrees suggests a n o t h e r p o s s i b i l i t y . O f 
course i f we are t o say t h a t B i b l e a n d K o r a n 
are discrete degrees o f r eve la t i on , we m u s t be 
able t o give grounds f o r the difference. T h e 
d o c t r i n e o f degrees is s ign i f i cant because i t pre ­
vents the u n c r i t i c a l a s s u m p t i o n o f c o n t i n u i t y 
w h i c h is o f t e n the reason f o r pass ing b y unex­
amined such a view o f the B i b l e as is held i n the 
N e w C h u r c h . 

A n o t h e r example is the quest ion o f the r e ­
l a t i o n of the L o r d ' s H u m a n i t y t o ours . G r a n t ­
i n g t h a t H e h a d a r e a l H u m a n i t y , so t h a t H i s 
l i f e is s igni f i cant as a t y p i c a l h u m a n l i f e , is i t 
t r u e t h a t i t was s i m p l y the best of a series of 
lives i n a l l o ther respects l i k e o u r own? H e r e 
a g a i n the d o c t r i n e of degrees does n o t give an 
answer, b u t i t p o i n t s t o a p o s s i b i l i t y w h i c h c a n ­
n o t be dismissed b y u n c r i t i c a l assumptions , b u t 
must be sett led b y a p e n e t r a t i n g s t u d y of the 
fac ts w h i c h does n o t assume e i ther answer t o 
begin w i t h . 

T H E T H R E E G R E A T D E G R E E S 

Besides g i v i n g us i n t h e d o c t r i n e of degrees 
an extremely use fu l i n s t r u m e n t o f c r i t i c i s m , 
Swedenborg has used i t as a s o r t o f f r a m e w o r k 
i n w h i c h t o set m u c h of his d i s t i n c t i v e l y r e l i ­
g ious t each ing . L o o k i n g o n the s p i r i t u a l l i f e 
f r o m the v i e w p o i n t of t h e s p i r i t u a l w o r l d , 
Swedenborg sees these discrete degrees every­
where. I t is impossible t o consider a l l the i n ­
stances of them here, and t h i s essay de l iberate ly 
l i m i t s i t se l f t o t w o o f t h e most i m p o r t a n t . 

F i r s t o f a l l , Swedenborg recognizes i n the 
universe i t se l f ( u s i n g t h a t t e r m i n the widest 
possible sense) the three discrete degrees o f 
D i v i n e , S p i r i t u a l a n d N a t u r a l . K e e p i n g t o 
o u r t h o u g h t t h a t degrees are degrees i n a series, 
we m a y t h i n k of these as being degrees of R e ­

a l i t y ( w i t h o u t c o m m i t t i n g ourselves t o the 
B r a d l e i a n t y p e o f m e t a p h y s i c s ) . T h e D i v i n e 
is t h e u n c r e a t e d ; l i f e - i n - i t s e l f ; in f in i t e L o v e a n d 
W i s d o m . T h e S p i r i t u a l degree is a lower o r ­
der o f r e a l i t y , a n d is d i s t ingu ished b y the fac t i 
t h a t i t is a response t o t h e D i v i n e , such a r e ­
sponse as results i n a re-embodiment o f the 
D i v i n e . C l e a r l y th i s is a lower o r d e r a n d 
c l ear ly too i t is discrete . T h e lowest degree 
is the N a t u r a l . T h i s degree, i f i t m a y be sa id 
t o respond a t a l l t o the D i v i n e , makes o n l y an 
unconscious response. I t is the response o f the 
stone w h i c h fa l l s a c c o r d i n g t o the l a w o f g r a ­
v i t a t i o n , o f the tree p u t t i n g o u t i t s leaves i n 
the s p r i n g , o f the a n i m a l seeking i t s f ood . I n 
a l l these three degrees we can see the presence 
of the D i v i n e . I t w i l l become even p l a i n e r i f 
we t r a n s l a t e them i n t o G o d , regenerate m a n , a n d 
m a t t e r , respect ively . I n s t e a d o f degrees o f 
r e a l i t y , we m a y character ize them as degrees o f 
the presence o f the D i v i n e . 

T h e i m p o r t a n c e o f r e cogn iz ing these d i s t i n c ­
t ions is perhaps greatest i n the field of the p h i ­
l o sophy o f r e l i g i o n . I n t h a t r e c o g n i t i o n is 
the answer t o the p r ob l em of t h e o r i g i n o f ev i l 
( i n t h e re fusa l o f m a n t o r e s p o n d ) , a n d also a 
s a t i s f a c t o r y answer t o the demand t h a t we d i s ­
t i n g u i s h between God's immanence a n d p a n ­
theism. F i n a l l y these d i s t i n c t i o n s , r o o t e d as 
t h e y are i n a c t u a l experience, can p l a y a f u n ­
d a m e n t a l role i n a systematic a t t e m p t t o con­
s t r u c t a p h i l o s o p h y of r e l i g i o n , a n d m a y serve 
t o b r i n g t h a t b r a n c h o f knowledge back i n t x 
c o n t a c t w i t h experience. 

S U B O R D I N A T E D E G R E E S 

W i t h i n each of these three degrees Sweden­
b o r g recognizes three others . I t is these subor­
d i n a t e degrees i n the S p i r i t u a l degree w h i c h we 
shal l consider as o u r o ther instance. T h i s 
degree, as we have sa id , is charac ter i zed b y a 
response t o the D i v i n e w h i c h re-embodies the 
D i v i n e L o v e and W i s d o m . T h e three subor­
d inate degrees are discrete degrees of response. 
T h e y are respect ively the celest ial , s p i r i t u a l 
n o t t o be confused w i t h the m a i n degree, the 
S p i r i t u a l ) a n d the n a t u r a l ( w h i c h also is n o t t o 
be confused w i t h the N a t u r a l ) . I n cons ider ing 
these degrees i t m a y he wel l t o reverse the o rder 
and consider the lowest first. T h e n a t u r a l de-
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gree of response is s imple obedience; the s p i r i ­
t u a l degree is the response o f the in te l l e c t , whi le 
the celestial degree is the response of the h e a r t . 
T h a t these d i s t inc t i ons are n o t merely academic 
is p l a i n when we consider the ways i n w h i c h 
we a c t u a l l y see men respond t o G o d . A s one 
looks about h i m he m a y see men who respond 
i n a l l o f these ways . A s he looks w i t h i n himself 
he m a y be able t o recognize those three ways 
o f r e spond ing there , m a y perhaps recognize 
one as now c h a r a c t e r i s t i c , a n d others as o u t ­
g r o w n . 

I f the r e c o g n i t i o n of the degrees o f the pres ­
ence of the D i v i n e is i m p o r t a n t f o r the p h i l ­
osophy o f r e l i g i o n , the r e c o g n i t i o n o f these 
three discrete degrees of response is equal ly 
i m p o r t a n t f o r the p s y c h o l o g y o f r e l i g i o n . I t 
is possible t o t r a c e the h i s t o r y of the experience 
wh i ch leads t o regenerat ion i n terms o f the suc­
cessive a t t a i n m e n t o f these types o f response. 
F u r t h e r m o r e , h a v i n g m a r k e d ou t these stages, 
we are i n a be t te r p o s i t i o n t o u n d e r s t a n d the 
experiences associated w i t h a n y one of t j i e m . 

A w o r d should be sa id about the statement 
t h a t Swedenborg recognized these a n d other 
degrees b y v i r t u e of his s p i r i t u a l w o r l d e x p e r i ­
ence. I t m i g h t seem t h a t t h i s w o u l d l i m i t us 
t o his unveri f ied and unveri f iable t e s t imony . B u t 
as a m a t t e r o f f a c t we need n o t be so l i m i t e d . 
W i t h o u t c a s t i n g a n y doubt o n the uniqueness 
of Swedenborg's experience, o r c l a i m i n g f o r 
ourselves the d i r e c t experience o f i t w h i c h he 
h a d , i t is nevertheless t r u e t h a t t h e s p i r i t u a l 
w o r l d is open t o e x p l o r a t i o n b y anyone. B u t 
whereas Swedenborg knew t h i s s p i r i t u a l w o r l d 
b y d i r e c t experience, we can k n o w i t o n l y b y r e ­
flection. W e are surrounded a t a l l t imes b y the 
s p i r i t u a l w o r l d , f o r t h a t w o r l d is the w o r l d , the 
r e a l m , o f good and t r u t h . I t is a w o r l d as rea l 
as r i g h t purposes a n d t r u e t h o u g h t s are , i t s 
real i t ies are the m u l t i t u d e of f o rms o f good and 
t r u t h , and observat ion of them and o f t h e i r r e ­
l a t i o n s is observat ion o f the s p i r i t u a l w o r l d . 
Indeed , o u r r e c o g n i t i o n of the S p i r i t u a l degree 
o f the D i v i n e Presence was a r e c o g n i t i o n of the 
existence o f t h i s s p i r i t u a l w o r l d , a n d o u r d is ­
t i n c t i o n s between t h e var i ous degrees o f r e ­
sponse were the results o f observations i n t h a t 
w o r l d . . 

C H M E S S E N G E R 

V A L U E S F O R L O G I C A L T H I N K I N G 

I n c onc lud ing th i s survey o f the d o c t r i n e o f 
degrees, and w i t h the examples before us, l e t 
us t u r n a g a i n t o the f o r m a l side o f the sub jec t 
and ask w h a t is i t s value. T h e answer can be 
most easi ly g iven i n r e l a t i o n t o some r a t h e r 
modern studies o f l og ic . 

These studies date f r o m Boole 's Laws of 
Thought. H e and his successors, Peano a n d 
Frege made the first rea l advance i n log ic since 
the t i m e o f A r i s t o t l e . T h e y a r r i v e d a t t h e i r 
results b y a n analysis o f mathemat i cs a n d were 
able t o show t h a t l og i c p r o p e r l y deal t o n l y w i t h 
the f o rms o f p r o p o s i t i o n s i n the a b s t r a c t , a n d 
t h a t when a t t e n t i o n was d i rec ted t o f o r m s , i t 
became p l a i n t h a t the a s c r i p t i o n o f a pred i ca te 
t o a sub jec t is n o t the o n l y f o r m o f p r o p o s i t i o n , 
b u t t h a t t h a t f o r m w h i c h asserts a r e l a t i o n is 
equal ly f u n d a m e n t a l , a n d more i m p o r t a n t . T h i s 
modern logic lies a t the basis o f m u c h progress 
i n mathemat ics and p h i l o s o p h y . I n the w o r k 
of A . W . W h i t e h e a d a n d B e r t r a n d Russel l i t 
has lost i t s o l d ro le o f c r i t i c a n d appears as 
the suggester o f hypotheses. 

A l l th i s touches o u r sub jec t o f degrees j u s t 
here. T o recognize the d i s t i n c t i o n between the 
cont inuous and discrete types of r e l a t i o n , is a 
resul t w h i c h can be c o r r e l a t e d w i t h m o d e r n 
l og i c , b y w a y o f i t s r e l a t i o n t o the t h e o r y o f 
ordered classes. I n such a f o r m i t w i l l share 
i n th i s suggestiveness. I t suggests immediate ly 
a f u n d a m e n t a l quest ion about a n y set of r e la ted 
ent i t ies , the answer t o wh i ch w i l l i n e v i t a b l y 
t a k e one deeper i n t o the sub jec t . I t suggests, 
t o o , t h a t we look f o r d i s t inc t i ons where we have 
a lways h a d confus ion . However g r e a t i t s c on ­
t r i b u t i o n m a y be as a f r a m e w o r k f o r a c t u a l 
fac ts a l r e a d y discovered, i t s greatest c l a i m 
t o a t t e n t i o n lies i n i t s a b i l i t y t o suggest those 
d i s t inc t i ons on w h i c h a l l rea l progress i n t h i n k ­
i n g m u s t rest . 

The door by which we escape f rom trouble is 
of more importance than the escape itself . There 
are many troubles f rom which i t is better for a 
man not to escape than to escape w r o n g l y ; and 
there are many difficulties i n which i t is better 
to struggle and to f a i l than to be helped by a 
wrong hand.—Phillips Brooks. 
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I N T H E D O C T R I N E S 
Failure on Man's Part 

E have been p u r s u i n g the t h o u g h t of 
^ * w h a t the h u m a n being must do t o have 

the s p i r i t u a l l i f e . 
T h e t e a c h i n g of the C h u r c h is definite about 

o u r r e s p o n s i b i l i t y , a n d emphat ic about i t . 
N o t h a v i n g tempor ized about man's p a r t , the 

D o c t r i n e s can w i t h good log ic enlarge as they 
do on his f a i l u r e t o do his p a r t . T h e y find 
t h a t t h e y can say flatly t h a t the whole w o r l d 
o f d isordered and p e r v e r t e d l i f e , w h i c h t h e y 
know as " h e l l , " is the resul t o f man's n o t d o i n g 
his p a r t . 

C h r i s t i a n t each ing i n the p a s t has a t times 
l a i d t h e existence of he l l t o D i v i n e decree. T h a t 
was the l a s t step f o r a r o u s i n g universal ism's 
p r o t e s t . O n the o ther h a n d , m u c h contempor ­
a r y t each ing questions whether the existence 
o f such a w o r l d as " h e l l " does n o t mean a 
breakdown o f D i v i n e purpose a n d power. T h e 
teaching of the New Church finds i t s w a y between 
these extremes. . T h e D o c t r i n e s re-conceive he l l , 
i t is t r u e . B u t t h e y know a w o r l d wh i ch a n ­
swers f u l l y t o the name, a n d they l a y i t s ex­
istence t o man's f a i l u r e t o d ischarge his p a r t 
i n l i f e . T h i s f a i l u r e on man's p a r t could be 
regarded as God's o n l y i f G o d fa i l ed t o enable 
H i s c rea ture t o do be t te r . T h e teachings p o i n t 
o u t , however, the endless t h i n g s done b y the 
D i v i n e , some openly i n the resources o f c i v i l i ­
z a t i o n , a n d others i n v i s i b l y , i n the a c t i v i t y o f 
the S p i r i t and o f the w o r l d o f the s p i r i t , t o con­
f r o n t every m a n w i t h a r egenera t ing s t a n d a r d 

i n l i f e , and t o w i n h i m , i f he w i l l , t o t h a t s t a n d ­
a r d . 

T h e r e is i n t h i s t each ing a t r u e and s a l u t a r y 
" i r o n . " I t is the firm r e j e c t i o n o f a mis taken 
sent imenia l i sm. N o t f o r n o t h i n g do the teach ­
ings l a y the emphasis t h e y do on man's p a r t 
t owards h a v i n g t h e s p i r i t u a l l i f e . I t is a p a r t 
w i t h w h i c h he is r e a l l y charged . G o d does n o t 
ca jo le h i m i n t o t h i n k i n g he was a p a r t — h e ac­
t u a l l y has. A n d G o d honors i t . I t is the l a s t 
disaster f o r us t o i gnore i t . A bad wreck i m ­
pends i f we do n o t discharge o u r p a r t . 

I t is a r g u e d sometimes t h a t i f there is a h e l l , 
then G o d has fa i l ed . T h e t e a c h i n g o f the C h u r c h 
r a t h e r pushes on o u r a t t e n t i o n an unconsidered 
i m p l i c a t i o n i n t h i s a r g u m e n t : i f there is no he l l , 
i f there is no w o r l d o f de l iberate ly p e r v e r t e d 
l i f e , i f there are no lives w h i c h have free ly made 
themselves monstrous i n God's s i g h t , then m a n 
has never f a i l e d — w h i c h is incredib le , too . 

T h e r e is a b u r d e n on m a n , b u t he is a m p l y 
helped w i t h i t . T h e D o c t r i n e s find i t a t once 
f a i r t o the h u m a n be ing , and j u s t t o the D i v i n e , 
t o say p l a i n l y : 

It is a man's own fault if he is not saved.—Divine 
Providence, n. 327. 

Man is the cause of his own evil. . . . It is man who 
casts himself into hell after death, and not the L o r d . — 
Heaven and Hell, n. 547. 

Make you a new heart and a new spirit: for why 
will ye die, O house of Israel? 

F o r I have no pleasure in the death of him that 
dieth, saith the Lord God : wherefore turn yourselves, 
and live ye .—Ezekie l xviii. 31, 32. 

W I L L I A M F . W U N S C H . 

G o d W i t h U s 

B y Adolph Roeder 

N O T a far-off Being Whose shadow fa l l s , 
On l i fe 's uncertain way, 

N o t an echoing Voice, that f a i n t l y calls, 
Not a God of the n ight i n temple wal ls , 

B u t a real God of the day 

A Savior walk ing on earth again, 
I n the paths of H u m a n i t y : 

A real Presence to w a i t i n g men, 
N o t a beauti ful picture of word or pen, 

B u t a H u m a n D i v i n i t y . 
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N E W S O F T H E CHURCH 
P l a n t o A t t e n d C o n v e n t i o n i n P h i l a d e l p h i a , M a y 1 1 t h t o M a y 18 ! 

= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = ^ ^ 
I m p o r t a n t V i s i t o r s a t C o n v e n t i o n 

T h e R e v . W . A . P r e s l a n d , M a n a g e r of T h e N e w -
C h u r c h P r e s s , L t d . L o n d o n , who w a s p r e v i o u s l y 
announced as the delegate f r o m the B r i t i s h C o n ­
ference to the C o m i n g G e n e r a l C o n v e n t i o n , finds 
that he w i l l be unable to at tend , a n d the R e v . 
C h a r l e s A . H a l l has been appointed i n his p l a c e . 
M r . H a l l is w e l l k n o w n as the E d i t o r of The New-
Church Herald a n d as the author of " T h e y D o 
N o t D i e , " " T h e L o r d s h i p of J e s u s " a n d other 
books. I t is expected that M r s . H a l l w i l l accom­
p a n y h i m , a n d they w i l l leave L i v e r p o o l b y the 
S. S. " S a m a r i a " on M a y 1st next . 

T h e R e v . I s m u L . W a t a n a b e of T o k i o , J a p a n is 
p l a n n i n g to attend the forthcoming C o n v e n t i o n a n d 
w i l l p r o b a b l y be the p r i n c i p a l speaker at the C o n ­
ference of the B o a r d of H o m e a n d F o r e i g n M i s ­
sions on S u n d a y evening , M a y 16th. T h e last 
Convent ion M r . W a t a n a b e attended, at w h i c h he 
made a n impress ive a d d r e s s , w a s at P h i l a d e l p h i a 
i n 1917, a n d the n ine y e a r s s ince then have shown 
a fine r e c o r d of construct ive w o r k i n J a p a n , for 
w h i c h he is a lmost so le ly responsible . I t is a 
r e c o r d of r e a l a c h i e v e m e n t — a society of more than 
a h u n d r e d members , a S u n d a y School of forty or 
fifty, a n d m a n y u s e f u l contacts for publ ic speak­
i n g , besides the publ icat ion of a monthly m a g a ­
zine of forty or more pages . Contr ibut ions t o w a r d 
the expense of M r . W a t a n a h e ' s t r i p w i l l be grate ­
f u l l y received b y the T r e a s u r e r of the B o a r d of 
M i s s i o n s , M r . L l o y d A . F r o s t , care of the C a m ­
bridge T r u s t C o m p a n y , C a m b r i d g e , M a s s . M a n y 
s m a l l contributions w o u l d help to give a k i n d of 
nat ional welcome to M r . W a t a n a b e . 

N e w Y o r k A s s o c i a t i o n 

T h e s ix ty - second a n n u a l meeting of the N e w 
Y o r k Assoc iat ion of the N e w C h u r c h w a s he ld on 
F e b r u a r y 2 2 n d i n the house of w o r s h i p of the 
N e w C h u r c h Society , 118 E a s t 35th S t r e e t , M a n ­
h a t t a n . T h e R e v . A d o l p h R o e d e r , P r e s i d e n t of 
the A s s o c i a t i o n opened the session w i t h readings 
from the W o r d a n d p r a y e r . R e p o r t s from so­
cieties a n d committees w e r e v e r y encouraging . 
A m o n g the interest ing matters d iscussed was the 
poss ibi l i ty of a s s i s t i n g the Buffalo society to r e ­
model a b u i l d i n g on its p r o p e r t y into a suitable 
parsonage , w h i c h w a s r e f e r r e d to the D i r e c t o r s 

w i t h power . T h e opportunity for m i s s i o n a r y a c ­
t i v i t y i n sending T H E N E W - C H U R C H M E S S E N G E R 
to l i b r a r i e s a n d prominent persons w a s p r e s e n ­
ted , as w e l l as the value of a s u b s c r i p t i o n for 
e v e r y member of the A s s o c i a t i o n . T h e R e v . W i l ­
l i a m L . W o r c e s t e r , P r e s i d e n t of C o n v e n t i o n , gave 
the address at the noon rel igious serv ice , w h i c h was 
conducted b y the R e v . A r t h u r W i l d e . A recess 
w a s then d e c l a r e d a n d the delegates w e r e i n v i t e d 
to p a r t a k e of a v e r y e n j o y a b l e l u n c h e o n at the 
C a f e R i c h e l i e u . 

T h e afternoon session was devoted to the h e a r i n g 
of four p a p e r s on the topic for the d a y , " E m a n u e l 
S w e d e n b o r g . " T h e first of these, b y the R e v . 
A d o l p h Roeder t r e a t e d of " S w e d e n b o r g as a 
T h e o l o g i a n , " the author d r a w i n g a n e s p e c i a l l y i n ­
terest ing p a r a l l e l between the L o r d ' s p r e p a r a t i o n 
of S w e d e n b o r g a n d H i s p r e p a r a t i o n of R i c h a r d 
W a g n e r . T h e s u b j e c t of " S w e d e n b o r g as a M a n 
of S c i e n c e " w a s presented by the R e v . A r t h u r 
W i l d e , who emphasized the fact that Swedenborg 's 
scientif ic ideas were e q u a l l y i n advance of his d a y 
w i t h his theological concepts . " S w e d e n b o r g , the 
P h i l o s o p h e r " w a s the t it le of a n e s s a y b y the 
R e v . E . M . L a w r e n c e G o u l d , who set forth the 
most outstanding of Swedenborg 's dist inctive t e a c h ­
ings i n this field. T h e R e v . W i l l i a m H . B e a l e s 
p i c t u r e d S w e d e n b o r g as a m a n , i n a most h u m a n 
a n d interes t ing w a y . 

T h e music was a s p e c i a l feature of the meetings, 
the organist p l a y i n g m a n y impress ive selections . 
M i s s L o u i s e S t a l l i n g s of the N e w Y o r k Society 
choir a n d M r . P o r t e r of the P a t e r s o n Society s a n g 
some beauti ful solos. A motion of a p p r e c i a t i o n 
for the m u s i c a l p a r t of the p r o g r a m w a s u n a n i ­
mously p a s s e d , as was also one of grat i tude to the 
speakers for the excel lent p a p e r s a n d to the N e w 
Y o r k Society for its c o r d i a l hospi ta l i ty . 

N e w P a s t o r f o r t h e F r a n k f o r d Soc iety 

B e g i n n i n g w i t h E a s t e r S u n d a y , the F r a n k f o r d 
( P h i l a d e l p h i a ) Soc iety w i l l have as its P a s t o r the 
R e v . L e o n a r d I . T a f e l , at present P a s t o r of the 
P r e s t o n , M a r y l a n d Society . 

T h e F r a n k f o r d congregation, d u r i n g the four­
teen y e a r s ' pastorate of the R e v . J o h n W . S t o c k -
w e l l , has made decided progress , a n d become a 
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T H E N E W - C H U R C H M E S S E N G E R 

factor i n its community . I t has i m p r o v e d its fi­
n a n c i a l condition about one h u n d r e d per cent , a n d 
has completed the remodel l ing of its c h u r c h edifice 
without i n c u r r i n g indebtedness . 

M r . S t o c k w e l l introduced the congregation a n d 
the community to e a c h other i n a p r o g r a m of social 
service w h i c h i n c l u d e d ; o r g a n i z i n g the first troop 
of B o y Scouts i n that section of the c i ty (of w h i c h 
M r . S t o c k w e l l w a s the first scout master a n d com­
m i s s i o n e r ) ; obtaining from the c i ty officials the 
p e r m i s s i o n to use two of the school bui ldings for 
the first t ime for community c lub meetings 
i n the e v e n i n g s ; obtaining the authori ty from the 
owner of a large t r a c t of unoccupied l a n d the p e r ­
miss ion to use the same for athlet ic a n d recreat ion 
purposes , w h i c h w a s the beginning of w h a t is now 
the v e r y beauti ful C o m m u n i t y F i e l d ; the t a k i n g off 
the streets of three gangs of l a w l e s s b o y s ; the 
conduct ing of undenominational rel igious services 
i n moving p i c t u r e theatres on S u n d a y evenings 
(the first time the theatres h a d been used i n this 
w a y ) ; the o r g a n i z i n g of the " J o i n t C o m m u n i t y 
W o r k e r s of F r a n k f o r d " ; a n d being i n s t r u m e n t a l 
i n the inst i tut ion of the F r a n k f o r d D a y N u r s e r y . 

D r . T a f e l is looking f o r w a r d to his entrance 
upon this w o r k w i t h a great deal of interest , a n d 
the Society is fortunate i n obtaining a m a n so 
w e l l equipped for i t . D r . T a f e l , before entering 
the m i n i s t r y , has h a d wide experience i n contact 
w i t h his fe l lowmen w h i c h has enabled h i m to com­
p r e h e n d the problems of the various classes a n d 
conditions of a p a r i s h i n a l a r g e c i ty . 

T h e R e v . J o h n E . S m i t h , who has been p r e a c h ­
i n g i n the F r a n k f o r d c h u r c h r e c e n t l y , w i l l continue 
to occupy the p u l p i t u n t i l E a s t e r , w h e n he w i l l 
resume his w o r k i n the miss ion field. 

O B I T U A R Y 

S E W A R D . — M r s . E l i z a K i m b e r S e w a r d passed 
into the H i g h e r L i f e at E a s t O r a n g e , N . J . W e d ­
n e s d a y , F e b r u a r y 17th, 1926. S e r v i c e s w e r e h e l d 
i n the N e w C h u r c h of O r a n g e on F r i d a y , F e b r u ­
a r y 19th. R e v . A d o l p h R o e d e r , her pastor offici­
ated. 

Born in Wilmington, Del. in 1840, in March, Mrs. 
Seward came within a few weeks of rounding out her 
86th year on earth. The Kimber family moved to 
Philadelphia and from there, after her marriage to 

D r . John Ledell Seward, Mrs. Seward came to reside 
in Orange, where her husband came to occupy a promi­
nent position as a physician. Her membership with 
the Orange Society dates back many years, and her 
loyalty to the church on Essex Avenue was unwavering 
and deserves more than passing comment. None more 
persevering in attendance than she. H e r mind remained 
keen until the final sleep of coma set in. She was 
interested in all matters of world importance: in the 
changes that are coming upon the church, both New 
and Old. She followed the movements of men and 
things with unabated zest until within a few days of 
the end. Her grasp of the doctrines, both in their 
traditional and newer interpretations, was a compre­
hensive one and there were no items of detail that es­
caped her mind and its alert interest and understanding. 

T w o families, the Sewards and the Kimbers, have 
become traditions in the New Church, and the older 
readers of T H E MESSENGER will recall the interesting 
story of the conversion of the Rev. Samuel S . Seward 
to the New Church in the days of the Civil W a r . H i s 
attention was called to the new Doctrine through a 
book by the Rev. W m . Hayden, I believe. Samuel 
Seward became so infectiously enthusiastic, that his 
interest spread throughout both families. The two 
bi others, Samuel S. , and John L . , married sisters from 
the Kimber family, and through this double wedding 
there came into being a group of people whose in­
terest in the New Church was most marked. The Rev. 
S. S. Seward was ordained into the Church in 1869 
and continued active until 1911. From 1900 to 1911 he 
was President of the Convention. D r . Seward, his 
brother, soon came to Orange and became one of its 
well-known practitioners. The two sisters were children 
of Mr. and Mrs. Caleb Kimber, who for a period of 
years carried on a Quaker School in Wilmington and 
then transferred it to Philadelphia, where the tradition 
that many Friends became New Church people included 
this family, the Reeses, Shoemakers and others as 
prominent illustrations. Mrs. E l i z a Kimber Seward 
leaves four children: Sarah Tempe Seward, who, until 
a few years ago was active in work for the sailors 
in the Navy of the U . S . ; John Seward, actively engaged 
in the Mining Section, Engineering Division of the 
Treasury Department of the U . S . ; Mrs. Katherine 
De Hart , who is active in musical circles, and Mrs. 
Chanter (Christie) Cornish, who assists her husband in 
his work as principal of the Cornish School in East 
Orange. 

A . R . 

S M I T H . — M r . Guy Murdock Smith, passed into 
the spiritual world on Sunday morning, Febru­
ary 21st, at his home, 3511 Porter Street, Wash­
ington, D . C . 

Mr. Smith was a member of the Washington Society, 
one of the large New-Church family of Mr. Charles 
G. Smith, formerly of Urbana, Ohio, and later of 
Washington, D . C. He united with the New Church 
when in his teens and was always loyal to its faith. 
His wife preceded him to the spiritual world several 
years ago, leaving him three children, who are all 
members of the Sunday School of the New Church 
in Washington. He is survived by two brothers, Dr . 
Chandler Smith and Mr. Rathbone Smith, and three 
sisters, Miss E l i z a Smith, Miss Eugenia Smith and 
Mrs. Florence Smith Blair. The funeral service was 
held in Washington on Tuesday afternoon, February 
23rd, the Pastor of the Washington Society officiating. 
Cremation followed. 

P . s . 
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The Rev. Paul Sperry is Secretary of the New-

Church Board of Missions and Chairman of the 
Council of Ministers of the General Convention. 
He is also Pastor of the National Church of the 
New Jerusalem in Washington, D . C. and author 
of the book, "Words of L i f e . " 

The Rev. Frederic R. Crown field is instructor 
in Church History at The New-Church Theological 
School in Cambridge, Mass. and minister at the 
New Church in Abington, Mass. 

C A L E N D A R 

March 14 . 
Fourth Sunday in Lent 

T H E L O R D AS T H E S O N OF M A N 

Sel. 8 8 : "Praise waiteth for Thee, O God, in 
Zion." 

Lesson I . Exodus xxxix, to v. 2 1 . 
Responsive Service I V . The Ten Command­

ments. 
Lesson I I . Luke xii, to v. 2 1 . 
Benedictus to Gregorian Tones, Mag. 7 1 5 - 7 3 5 . 
Hymns (Mag.) 3 5 4 : " A r t thou weary, heavy 

laden ?" 
3 8 1 : "Oft in danger, oft in woe." 

The Yoke: O l d and New 
" T h e yoke of my transgressions is bound by 

His hand: they are wreathed and come upon my 
neck :—He hath made my strength to fall, the Lord 
hath delivered me into the hands of those against 
whom I am not able to rise up."—Jeremiah i . 14 . 

"Come unto Me all ye that labor and are 
heavy laden; and I will give you rest. Take My 
yoke upon you and learn of Me, for I am meek 
and lowly in heart and ye shall find rest unto your 
souls. For My yoke is easy and My burden is 
light."—Matthew xi. 2 8 , 2 9 , 3 0 . 

The Augmentation Fund 
A s k s your support because it stands particularly 

for three vital things : 

1. Better support for weak societies. 

2. Better pay for the ministers. 

3. Better preparation for the ministry. 

T o maintain and extend its work it requires 

adequate resources, and therefore it always 

Needs Your Support 

T o those who think of making a bequest to 

the F u n d , the Treasurer will be pleased to fur­

nish suitable forms and to give any advice that 

may be asked. A s State laws with regard to wills 

vary, local counsel in the State of the testator 

should finally be consulted. 

Make checks payable to Albert P . Carter , T r e a s ­

urer, and send all correspondence to him at 

511 Barristers H a l l , Boston 9, Mass. 

The Tilden Health School 
is the first institution of its kind in the 
world. Its patrons, who come from all 
parts of the globe, learn 

How to Get Wel l 
and 

How to Stay Wel l 
by methods which are safe, sane and rational 
and which appeal to the intelligent public. 
Although founded many years ago, there is no 
other institution at the present time where 
is taught, in all its full significance. 

The Economy of Right Living 

Those desiring information please write 
D r . Arthur Vos, President and General 
Manager. 

The Tilden Health School Assn. 
D E N V E R , C O L O R A D O 
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