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EDITORIAL
THIS IS YOUR LIFE

Many people today, many Christians, do not
really believe or understand what the Bible has
to say. We are educated and scientific in our
thinking and we know so much about a lot of
things. We like to have answers for everything.
And so some people explain the star over
Bethlehem by saying that it was the conjunction
of three planets. But when you stop and think
about it, how could that combination of
planets, hundreds of millions of miles away,
hang over a particular stable in a particular
village in Palestine for months? I suppose it’s
possible. We’re told all things are possible with
God.

But I prefer to believe that the star and the
choirs of angels were spiritual realities
perceived by spiritual faculties. For the wise
men and shepherds those were intensely real
and shattering spiritual experiences — for them
the star and the angels were the most real
elements in their lives. But they were not up in
the sky some place — most people around
Bethlehem did not see the star or hear the
angels. The magi and the shepherds — they
saw and they heard. God broke through to
them in a very special way; their spirits’ eyes
and ears were activated, tuned in, and they
perceived overwhelming, incredibly beautiful
spiritual realities. And the only way they could
describe all of this was to use descriptions of
glistening stars and angels bursting forth in
song. What else could they do?

When Handel wrote ‘“The Messiah’’ in three
weeks, he said later that it was as if the very
heavens opened up and the music poured in
from higher realms. All of this sounds rather
remote and unreal, because it doesn’t happen to
most of us in this intense form; but we should
not close our minds or hearts to the possibility
of following stars and hearing the sounds of
angels. One day we shall be amazed that we
could be so blind to spiritual gifts.

Of course there is mystery here. We can’t
expect to have answers for everything. How did
God create this immense universe? How do
trees and flowers come back to life every
spring? How did God become man, one of us?
It would be sad indeed if we spent all our time
doubting and questioning these things, thereby
missing out on the angels and stars altogether.

Some things are true because they are true,

which is not very scientific but that’s the way it
is.

<

May the blessings of Christmas — peace,
joy, goodwill — be yours throughout the year.

P.Z.
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The Starting Line

by Eric Zacharias

We are so created and constituted that we live
a many faceted life. There is, for example, both
the conscious and the unconscious level of
experience. There is the light side and the dark
side to human personality. There is the public
sector that is part of our life style and there is
also the private sector which may emerge
periodically under favourable circumstances
but which, in large measure, remains hidden
from view.

For the moment, it is this private sector
which interests me. I am assuming that each of
us has a secret ambition or goal in which we
invest a calculated amount of our energy and
time. Seldom or perhaps never do we share this
with others. This is our private world.

Breaking the tradition of silence, I wish to
share with the reader one of my very personal,
secret ambitions. My secret ambition is to be an
artist — not as a Rembrandt, Vermeer or a
Remington — although an invitation to such
eminence would certainly not be turned aside.
Rather, in my own way, I would, using lights
and shadows and colors, desire to portray the
struggles and the defeats and the victories of the
human spirit as it moves along the grand road
of regeneration.

The Word is resplendent in its picture
imagery. One such work of art is given us in the
11th chapter of Isaiah. A fascination with the
scene led me a year or two ago to paint this
pastoral image in which:

The wolf dwells with the lamb,
and the leopard lies down with the kid,
and the calf and lion and the fatling
together,
and a little child is$ there to lead them.”’
verse 6

This is quite impossible, is it not? — so
completely contrary to all that we hold to be
rational. This suggested harmony explodes as
our imagination creates a tense drama in which
the wolf stealthily stalks the unsuspecting
lamb — a moment later to spring ferociously
for the kill. In my painting this does not
happen. There is harmony between the
untamed, the wild and the docile. It’s unreal. It
is so wholly outside the realm of expectation.
But there, somehow, it is.

In the Arcana, we read, ‘. . . the Lord is
treated of, and the state of peace in His
kingdom, that they shall ‘lie down together’

— See—

signifies that they cannot be infested by any evil
and falsity. (This) signifies a state of tranquility
on the removal of falsities and evils, which
occasion unrest.’’ n. 3696

The prophet Isaiah points to that moment of
our Lord’s coming into the world. In His life
and ministry, He finally brought together the
wolf and the lamb, the leopard and the kid, the
lion and the calf. One wonders! For Him, too,
this was a kind of secret goal. It was not one
that He easily shared with others. And, yet,
through persistence and by keeping Himself
open to the leading of the Divine deep within
himself, it was accomplished.

This has much to say to us as we strive
toward our becoming a church. There is a
yearning within us to indeed become the
ideal — even though we are uncertain as to
what that ideal is, what it demands of us or how
it is to be manifested in and through the
workings of our Boards arnd Committees and in
our personal lives. The images of it are here.
The dreams are within us. The beginnings of all
that we hope to become are here.

Again we read in our Church teachings,
““Man is a receptacle of God, and a receptacle
of God is an image of God; and as God is love
itself and wisdom itself, a man is a receptacle of
these; and a receptacle becomes an image of
God as hereceives.”” M 132

Together with the Lord, we have surely taken
on a mammoth task. He works diligently
toward a redeemed society as each of us works
toward becoming ‘‘a beautiful person’ in
which the wild, untamed part of us responds
freely to His leading, one in which the wolf
dwells with the lamb, the leopard with the kid
and the lion with the calf.

How much of this can be our Christmas
reality? We must try.

On October 21st in our lovely San Francisco
church the Rite of Installation was conducted
for the Rev. Edwin G. Capon and the
congregation. I wish to express my thanks to all
who helped make this service a memorable
one — particularly Mr. Lynn Dana, the choir
which sang beautifully, and those persons of
the El Cerrito parish who attended this service
and by their presence made this truly a ‘‘home
coming”’ for this writer.

(Con’t on page 269)
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The Declaration of the
Rights of the Child

The General Assembly of the United
Nations — with representatives of 78 countries
meeting in plenary session — adopted the
Declaration of the Rights of the Child
unanimously.

SUMMARY OF THE DECLARATION

The Preamble states that the child, because
of his physical and mental immaturity, needs
special safeguards and care, both before and
after birth, and that individuals and groups
should strive to achieve children’s rights by
legislative and other means. Mankind, it says,
owes the child the best it has to give.

In ten carefully worded Principles, the
Declaration affirms that all children are
entitled to:

( 1) the enjoyment of the rights mentioned,
without any exception whatsoever, re -
gardless of race, colour, sex, religion,
social origin or nationality;

( 2) special protection, opportunities and
facilities to enable them to develop in a
healthy and normal manner, in freedom
and dignity;

( 3) from birth, a name and nationality;

( 4) social security, including adequate
nutrition, housing, recreation and
medical services;

( 5) special treatment, education and care
if handicapped;

( 6) love and understanding and an atmos -
phere of affection and security, in the
care and under the responsibility of
their parents whenever possible;

( 7) free education and recreation and equal
opportunity to develop their individual
abilities;

( 8) prompt protection and relief in times of
disaster;

( 9) protection against all forms of neglect,
cruelty and exploitation;

(10) protection from any form of racial,
religious or other discrimination, and
an upbringing in a spirit of peace and
universal brotherhood.

Finally, the General Assembly resolved that

governments, non - governmental organi -

zations and individuals should give this

Declaration the widest possible publicity as a

means of encouraging its observance

everywhere.

1979, the Year of the Child, is now drawing to a close.
May its spirit of concern for all children live on in the hearts
and minds of adults everywhere.

The approach of Christmas and the celebration of the
birth of The Child calls us to renew our commitment to the
physical and spiritual welfare of all children on Planet
Earth . . . the hope of the world. Rabindranath Tagore once
wrote that ‘‘Every child comes with the message that God is
not yet discouraged of man.”’

HELEN KELLER CENTENNIAL
IN 1980

All Convention churches and members
are urged to promote a greater under -
standing of Helen Keller's life and faith
during 1980, her centennial year.

Convention - sponsored activities
include:

1) a special Helen Keller issue of The
Messenger in January, 1980.

2) three taped public service announce -
ments to be distributed to 500 key
U.S. and Canadian radio stations in
April, 1980.

3) a Helen Keller Centennial poster and
giveaway leaflet to be distributed for
use in our local Societies during
April, May and June, 1980.

We hope all Convention churches and
members will participate in paying tribute
to this remarkable woman who, though
blind and deaf from infancy, discovered a
radiant Christian faith in the teachings of
the New Church, and shared that
discovery with millions of friends around
the world in her writings.

Related activities include: a special
stamp issued by the U.S. Post Office;
television programs on the life of Helen
Keller; and commemorative exhibits
sponsored by the Institute for the Blind. It
may be possible for you to arrange a Helen
Keller display at your local library or
school. Writing appropriate “Letters” to
the editor of your local newspaper pro -
vides free, wide coverage on the subject of
Helen Keller. These are just a few
suggestions that come to mind. Let us
know how your Society celebrates Helen
Keller’s centennial.
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The Story of Christmas as told in the New
Testament does not begin with the heavens
opened and with shepherds bathed in the
“glory of God.” It does not begin with the
angelic choirs singing, ‘“‘Glory to God in the
Highest.”” It begins with a recounting of the
“genealogy of Jesus Christ.”” It begins, at
chapter one verse one, by tracing his lineal
descent back into the history of his people to
Abraham (in the genealogy in Luke it is traced
all the way back to Adam).

Why does the Story of the Incarnation, of
God - in - a -human - life, begin in this way?
Isn’t it to emphasize graphically his complete
identification with all that the human race had
been and had become? Isn’t it to tell us that by
making that blood stream his own he shared
our common heritage, since that same blood
stream is also yours and mine? For Christmas
to be Christmas for us, we must make the
Christ that close to us and that human.

We may say that we do. We may cite our
Adoramus, ‘‘He came into the world and took
our nature upon him.”’ But is this a matter of
faith and doctrine, or of living conviction?
When we are urged to follow our Savior and to
do as he did in.some particularly difficult
situation, don’t we often catch ourselves
saying, ‘O, but he was the Lord! I am only
human after all’’? But if his humanity was not
our humanity, what possible significance can
the Incarnation Happening hold for us? What
real meaning can it have for us, if we cannot say
with more than just our lips, ‘‘He took our
nature upon him: He endured temptation: He
overcame the hells: He glorified his
Humanity’’?

The Story of Christmas, as the Gospels tell it,
is all of that. It begins with the promised
«“Emmanuel’”’ (with - us - is God) lying
potentially there in the manger: a helpless little
baby, yet also ‘“that Holy Thing.”” It ends with
the triumphant fulfilment of that promise in the
God Man, with the Risen Lord saying, ‘‘All
power is given unto me in heaven and on earth,
and lo, I am with you always.”’

For Christians in general, the Incarnation
culminated in the Ascension, understood
literally, with the risen Lord leaving the human
scene and ascending into the celestial heights
from whence he came, where he is pictured as

“sitting at the right hand of God.”” Many
Christians look forward to experiencing his
bodily presence again at his awaited Second
Coming, when he shall return and, upon the
destruction of our physical universe, form ‘‘a
new heaven and a new earth.”’

““Not so!’’ we say, on the basis of those same
Bible passages, but as understood in the light of
our divinely inspired teachings. We believe that
when God came into his world that first
Christmas through the gateway of our
humanhood he came to remain with us always,
and that in his Divine Human he is present with
all power and ‘‘nearer to us than breathing and
closer than hand or foot.”” And, more than
this, we believe that as the God Man in our
midst he is moving in this New Age of Christian
experience to ‘‘make all things new,”” and to
fashion here and now and increasingly his ‘‘new
heaven’’ and his ‘‘new earth.”’

Again, this is our faith and our doctrine, but
is it also our living conviction? Is ours a spirit
of trust and confidence as we experience our
times and our world being wracked by the
earthquakes of change? How can we face the
present with fear, or the future with
foreboding? Our Savior has come and as God
Man he is in our midst with all power for
always and for ever? Let Christmas be
Christmas!

(THE STARTING LINE con’t from pg. 267)

A second Rite of Installation was held on
Sunday, October 30, when the newly ordained
minister, the Rev. Gardiner Perry, was installed
as minister of the Detroit Society. The church
was well filled. The singing was inspirational.
The spirit of it all was heaven - sent. I wish to
express my appreciation to Mr. and Mrs.
Wilfred Locke and their son, Bob, for opening
their lovely home to the congregation for an
evening of fellowship. Present, too, were Mr.
Frederick Perry, Convention Vice President,
and Mrs. Perry, parents of the minister.

May the Lord richly bless the uses served by
these congregations as they enter into this new
relationship with those called to lead them.

Mrs. Zacharias joins me in wishing all of our
Messenger readers the joy and blessing of this
Christmas Season.








































































