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NOMINATIONS

FOR Election at
1978 Convention

VICE PRESIDENT:  Mr. Fred Perry
Nagog Woods, Mass.

SECRETARY: Mrs. W. (Ethel) Rice
Brockton, Mass.
TREASURER: Mr. August Ebel

Washington, D.C.

GENERAL COUNCIL (4 - year terms)
Minister: Rev. Richard Tafel Jr.

Montgomery, Ohio

Mr. Adolph Liebert

Havertown, Pa.

Mrs. Grace Sudden

Kitchener, Ont.

Lay Members:

BOARD OF EDUCATION:
(1 3 - year term)
Mrs. Betsy Young
Palos Verdes, Cal.

BOARD OF PUBLICATION:
(1 4 - year term)
Mr. William Etue
Washington, D.C.

BOARD OF MISSIONS (2 - 4 year terms)
Rev. Horand Gutfeldt
Berkeley, Cal.
Mrs. Esther Capon
Detroit, Mich.

(One 1 - year term, filling the

unexpired term of Rev. Chungsun Lee.)
Rev. Friedemann Horn
Newton, Mass.
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Miss Cecile Werben
Brooklyn, N.Y.
Mr. Michael Salvetti
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Mrs. Marilyn Turley

Newton, Mass.

COMMITTEE ON ADMISSION
TO THE MINISTRY

(2 1 - year terms)

Mrs. Mary Ebel

Washington, D.C.

Rev. Ernest Martin

Palos Verdes, Cal.

S.S.R. BOARD OF MANAGERS

(3 3 - year terms)

Mrs. Virginia Branston
New York, N.Y.

Rev. Dorothea Harvey
Urbana, Ohio

Miss Chris Laitner
Gladwin, Mich.
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Mrs. Jan Seibert, Ch.
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FRED PERRY
Vice President

After 31 years with Arthur D.
Little, Inc., an industrial re -
search consulting firm in
Cambridge, Mass., where I am
employed as a senior staff
consultant, I have chosen to work
at a more leisurely pace. With the
resulting flexibility in the use of my
time, I am creating space in my
life to pursue other interests. This includes the church, of
course, which is why I have accepted the nomination for
Vice President of Convention.

Currently, I am serving the church as a Trustee of the
Rotch Fund, a Trustee of the Fryeburg New Church
Assembly in Maine, and Director of the Swedenborg
School of Religion. I am also a member of the Swedenborg
Foundation and a Trustee of the Chapel Hill - Chauncy
Hall School in Waltham, Mass.

I have been exposed to the workings of Convention all
my life as a former member of the Boston Society and later
the Newtonville Society. Now, I feel I can bring a fresh
perspective and some worthwhile guidance to the church
through this office from my varied experiences.

I received my B.S. and M.S. from MIT in Chemical
Engineering. I married Nancy Clark from the Cleveland,
Ohio Society, and we have four grown sons.

ETHEL RICE
Secretary
Born in Chicago, Mrs. Rice’s
earliest Church associations were
with the Humboldt Park Parish, a
society established by her grand -
father, the Rev. Adolph J. Bartels.

With her husband, minister of
the Cambridge Church, Mrs. Rice
has worked energetically in such . ;
widely separated pastorates as Chicago; Fryeburg, Maine;
St. Paul, Minnesota; and Elmwood, Mass. Her chief
interests are music and Sunday School work.

Mrs. Rice was elected to the post of Recording Secre -
tary in the 1968 Convention held in Windsor, Ontario.

AUGUST A. EBEL
Treasurer

Incumbant treasurer completing
fourth one - year term.

Retired from U.S. Navy with
rank of Captain.

Member Washington Society.

Treasurer of Swedenborg School
of Religion. ‘

Member of Board of Trustees of £
Urbana College.

Age 57 and in good health.

RICHARD TAFEL, JR.
General Council

Dick is the minister of our
church at Kemper Road Center in
Cincinnati, Ohio. He has had ex -
perience in church relocation,
finance, and building as he led the
forced relocation of our church
from downtown to Kemper Road.
He has served the Cincinnati
church for 16 years.
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He has served Convention as a member of the Board of
Missions, L.E.I., Convention Planning Committees. He
has served the Council of Ministers as a member of the
Ethics Committee, Interfaith Relations, Human Sexuality
Committee, and C.A.M.

DR. DOROTHEA HARVEY
B.O.M. of S.S.R.

My professional education is in
the field of religion with a B.D.
from Union Theological Seminary
and a Ph.D. from Columbia
University. My work has been the
teaching of religion and
philosophy to college students of
Wellesley College, Milwaukee - A
Downer College, Lawrence University, and Urbana
College. I am concerned about effective teaching of religion
to present day students, in work with adults, and in what is
going on in education today. My church and the writings
are important to me, and I think I have something to con -
tribute to the Board of Managers of S.S.R.

I was ordained into the Convention ministry in Urbana,
1975.

ADOLPH LIEBERT
General Council

For the past seven years, since
1971, I have served the General
Convention as Vice President. I
am a member of the Augmentation
Fund Committee, Chairman of the
Research Committee for General
Council and a Trustee on the
Board of Urbana College. I have
served on the Board of Managers of the Swedenborg School
of Religion and on many other Committees.

I would like to continue my service to the Church and to
Convention and I believe that with my experience as Vice
President and my knowledge of the operation of
Convention Boards and Committees I can be of help to
General Council.

GRACE SUDDEN
General Council

I am happy living as I do but not
satisfied enough to be com -
placent — I am sad today but
tomorrow I will rejoice — I smile
when the sun shines and some -
times when the rain pours — I grin
to hear the birds sing and see the
seeds grow — My heart warms to
see a child wonder — I relax in the warmth of family and
kin folk — I marvel at the simplicity yet completeness of
the Love of God — I tend to withdraw from the uncaring—
I glow with the accomplishment of a job well done — I
yearn for good times with friends yet relish my solitude —
I revel in the love and warmth of my husband.

With these thoughts in mind and representing the Church
of the Good Shepherd, Kitchener, I would welcome the
opportunity to serve on General Council. I have served as
Treasurer of the Kitchener Society since 1976.
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BETSY YOUNG

Board of Education

I believe that education is, and
must remain, at the very core of
Convention concerns. I have
found the Board of Education to
be an active and creative body
responding to the needs of a
membership which is geographi -
cally and philosophically diverse. [
Work on the Board has proved stlmulatmg, creative and
productive. As a ministers’ wife, a parent and grand -
parent, an ‘almost senior citizen’ and a currently active
classroom teacher, I feel that I represent a wide spectrum of
our Convention membership. I would consider it a privilege
to be re - elected to the Board of Education of our Church.

BILL ETUE
Board of Publtcanons

I have been a member of the
Washington Society for several
years. I am corresponding
secretary for my local church and
Vice President of the Mid -
Atlantic Association. I have served
as editor for both our local church
newsletter and our association A\
newsletter. I have been employed in a variety of posmons in
the graphic arts and printing industries. I feel the best
qualities I have to offer the Department are an innovative
spirit and a willingness to seek out new ideas and
suggestions from the membership of Convention.

ESTHER N. CAPON
Board of Mtsswns

I was born a Roman Catholic
and raised in Boston, Mass. where
I married and became the mother
of six children. I returned to
Boston University after thirteen
years of being a homemaker and
earned my Bachelors and Masters
degrees in education 1970, 1971. 1
taught a hearing impaired class in the Leominster
Massachusetts school system until 1975. From 1975 —
1977 1 was a part - time student at SSR.

In September of 1975 I married Edwin G. Capon and
after having attended the New Church in Manchester, New
Hampshire, for a year and a half, on Christmas Sunday
1975 became a member.

Since our marriage I have worked with my husband for
the benefit of SSR and the Manchester Church and now the
Detroit Church.

It is my desire to serve on the Board of Missions so I may
have a hand in our church growth and extension.

HORAND GUTFELDT
Board of Missions
Horand Gutfeldt was ordained
in 1956. He served the New Church
societies in Central Europe for
over ten years; then returned to
Urbana College where he taught
courses in religion, philosophy and
psychology. Presently he is pastor
of the Hillside Church in El
Cerrito, California. Rev. Gutfeldt
is currently Chairman of the Board of Missions, and has a
great deal of knowledge and experience in the workings of
this Board.

FRIEDEMANN HORN
Board of Missions
Friedemann Horn was ordained
in 1952. Since that time he has
been pastor of the New Church
Society in Zurich, Switzerland,
from where he made frequent visits
to mission field centers in Italy,
France and Germany. Dr. Horn
has also been manager of the
‘“Verlag’’, a New Church
publishing house. Last year he was called to serve as the
President of the Swedenborg School of Religion in Newton,
Mass. Dr. Horn is keenly interested in missionary out -
reach. If elected he would complete a oné - year unexpired
term on the Board of Missions.

VIRGINIA BRANSTON
S.S.R. Bd. of Managers
Virginia Branston is a member
of the New York Society. This year
she retires as manager of the
Swedenborg Foundation office in
New York, a position she has filled
with distinction for a number of
years. She has a deep love for the
New Church; her main interests - ‘ T
include people, travel, and theatre. Over the years she has
served on numerous Convention Boards and Committees,
and feels she could make a valuable contribution on the
S.S.R. Board of Managers.

CECILE WERBEN
Nominating Committee

I came to work for the New
Church Board of Publications in
February, 1928, and I am still very
active in the Department of
Publication. For 40 years I
managed a retail Book Shop for
the Board and in March of 1968 I
retired. I am still active as manager |
of the Swedenborg Press on a voluntary basns I give two
days a week and have an office in The Swedenborg
Foundation building.

I have been in charge of 49 Book Exhibits at Con -
ventions, wherever they are held.

I feel that I will be most helpful as a member of the
Nominating Committee as I personally know practically
every one who attends Convention and a great many who
do not.



MICHAEL SALVETTI
Nominating Committee

Widower, 2 sons grown. Lives
alone (but not lonely).

Principal activity: Phar -
maceutical industry as pharmacist,
salesman, sales manager and dis -
tributor. Now retired and working
part - time in local pharmacy.

Other activities: Life member
Shrine Hospitals and Blue Lodge
Masons. Civilian Flight Instructor, U.S. Army, World War
Two.

Distributor of the Writings for the Swedenborg
Foundation.

Former Clerk of Board of Directors of the Swedenborg
School of Religion.

Lay Minister and President of the Portland, Maine
Society.

President of the Maine Association.

Member of the Executive committee and the Nominating
Committee of the Maine Council of Churches.

MARY CALBY EBEL
Committee On Admission Into The Ministry

Life - long member of the | | Jdigiwe =
Swedenborgian Church. . '

During the last 23 years a
member of the Washington, D.C.,
Church, active on various com -
mittees, including a number of
terms on the governing body of the
society.

Participated as a delegate to Convention over the past 10
years.

Married — 2 children.

Personally committed to the elimination of artificial
barriers of freedom of choice by women and men in our
society. Actively support the Equal Rights Amendment of
the Constitution.

The future growth and development of the New Church
and of Convention are important to me. With my
background and convictions I canserve them effectively as
a member of the C.A.M.

MARILYN TURLEY

Augmentation Fund
I grew up in Chicago, Illinois as a
member of the Sheridan Road New
Church.

Church activities: Youth
League, Sunday School teacher,
Vacation Church School Director,
Staff — LEI, involved in the
Board of Education — Con -
ferences and program planning.
program planning.

Presently employed as a teacher for children with special
needs, having completed the Master’s Degree in that field.
Married, mother of four children.

-confirmed. For several years I have
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ERNEST O. MARTIN
The Committee on Admission to the Ministry

I have served in the ministry of
the Swedenborgian Church for 25
years including pastorates in
Wilmington, Delaware, and
Washington, D.C., the presidency
of Convention, and presently as an
associate minister at the
Wayfarers’ Chapel. I have a
special interest in our theological
school and served for several years
as chairman of the Board of Managers. It is especially
important that we maintain high standards for our
ministry, and I would like to work with students from the
time of their admission to the school until their graduation
and ordination to help prepare them for a ministry that is
challenging to them and provides strong leadership for our
church.

CHRISTINE LAITNER
S.S.R. Bd. of Managers

I am a member of the Detroit
Society of the New Church into
which I was born, baptized, and

taught various levels of music
education in the northern part of
Michigan’s lower penninsula.

I serve as a trustee of the
Michigan Association and am also
secretary of the Almont Assembly. I am completing a four -
year term on Convention’s General Council from which I
have gained great insight and positive hope for our church
organization.

As an educator interested in all phases of education, and
as a layman extremely concerned with the future and
welfare of the church in all its forms, I feel I could
contribute to the Board of Managers of the S.S.R., which
deals with that most vital ingredient — our ministers and
our ministerial education.

Registration Forms
for Convention
in Kitchener this
summer should be
mailed by
June 1st.
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The Starting Line

The passage of time moves us closer to the
opening hour of our convention in Kitchener.
The significance of our theme, ‘“Alive in the
New Age’’, excites us. For each of us, in our
unique way, the implications are momentous.
We alone are not caught up in this — it is for
the world — it is for the whole of God’s
creation.

The celebration of Easter lies just ahead —
as I am writing. The blossoms of the Easter lily
are opening, a symbol of the hope that is the
promise of the Lord’s resurrection. Nature
herself is awakening after the bitter cold of
tedious months of winter, and the song of the
meadowlark responds to the warmth of the
spring sun.

Is this, then, to be an Easter like all Easter
observances — with its family gatherings, its
sunrise services, its Easter egg hunts? It will
undoubtedly be all of these but one senses that
it will also be something more.

Good Friday’s issue of the Hutchinson News
has an article titled, ‘“The Third Day he arose
again . . . Or did he?’’ This was written by
David Anderson, UPI religion writer.

He writes, ‘‘Easter, for Christians, is the
bedrock of their faith: the celebration of the
miracle of Christ’s resurrection from the dead
that testifies to the belief that Jesus was both
God and man.

. This year, however, Easter will be
celebrated in the midst of a growing debate
about the nature of Jesus — whether, indeed,
the churches ancient claim that Jesus was both
God and man can still be advocated as truth.

. . . In the Netherlands, citadel of progressive
Roman Catholicism since the time of the
Second Vatican Council, debate on the nature
of Jesus has been going on since the mid -
1960s.

Jesuit scholar Piet Schoonenberg, for
example, has rejected the ‘“two
nature’” — God and man — description of
Jesus formulated in the Nicene Creed to talk
instead of the ‘‘complete presence’’ of God in
Jesus.

Another  Dutch scholar, Edward
Schillebeech, describes Jesus as a human being
who through the course of his ministry
gradually grew closer to God.

by Eric Zacharias

. . . Last year, seven British theologians
published a collection of essays, The Myth of
God Incarnate, which stunned the British
church - going public by asserting Jesus was
only ‘“‘a man approved by God’’ for a special
missign but that the notion of him as ‘““God
incarnate’’ is mythological or poetic.”’

Articles in which the confusion of this and
similar issues is bared appear with regularity in
journals. Books with such titles as, ‘“‘Knowing
God,” and “‘Once Upon a Time, God,”’ are
rolling off the presses. This interest in the
nature of the Lord Jesus Christ must surely also
be part of that struggle which ultimately moves
us into a New Age.

Companion to this are recent articles in the
Messenger. 1 refer more specifically to Dr.
Turley’s contribution, ‘‘Regeneration — What
an Experience’” and to David Garrett’s
thoughtful presentation ‘‘If Correspondences
Are Taken As Symbols, Not Signs.”” Mr.
Turley writes, ‘‘Regeneration is a gift, not a
reward. If we reflect on the process of
regeneration from this point of view, we can see
that regeneration is neither hard work, nor is it
easy — it’s experience.”’ There is a dynamic in
the spiritual experience that vibrates to the
pulse of the universe — nay, even more than
that — to the pulse of the love and wisdom that
is God. This experience ultimately finds its
peace within the eternal dimensions of God —
and, at the same time, it discovers a complete
freedom. It cannot be contained.

How different this is from much of historic
dogma! The Apostles Creed reads, ‘‘And in
Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was
conceived by the Holy Ghost; born of the
Virgin Mary; suffered under Pontius Pilate . . .
etc.”’ Fixed. Legal. Suffocating. There seems so
little room for nurture of spirit, for pushing out
the frontiers of truth, for the warmth that
finally must bring God and man together in a
mutual embrace.

The Lord God stands ready now to reveal
more about himself. ‘It is this Church which is
there meant by ‘the New Jerusalem’ into which
no one can enter except him who acknowledges
the Lord alone as the God of heaven and
earth.”’ Doctrine of the Lord No. 61.

(continued on page 115)



TRACK TWO AT SSR ?

I have been doing some dreaming — some
‘‘cogitating’’ we used to call it — about the uses
of the SSR. What are the needs which our
theological school might serve? Our primary
use, of course, is to do the best job we can to
prepare persons for the ordained ministry of
the Swedenborgian Church. This is our Track
One, and it remains constant. But I dream on
about other uses which the School might serve
as a further, integrated expression of its
ministry.

This is the New Age and our Church and her

ministry are committed to serving it. Things are
‘‘a changing’’ and it seems to me that the forms
of our ministry must build on the experience
and learning of the parish ministry which has
served so well. In the New Age, however, we
must continually be adaptive, modifying, and
flexible so that the Gospel might continue to
speak its message of holistic life to the ever
renewed human experience of confusion and
spiritual anemia.
If we apply this thesis of the-need-for-contin-
uing-flexibility-and-adaptation-built-on-the-
foundation-of-what-has-been to the uses of the
theological school, I come up with an emerging
dream of what I am calling ‘““Track Two.”’ I
suggested above that the first track of the
School is the training of persons for the ordain-
ed ministry. But I increasingly sense the need
for a second track, an opportunity for study,
for experiencing Christian community, for a
haven in which one might attend to personal
regeneration — a time set aside as a spiritual
retreat — without giving deference to the
academic discipline required for ordination, ex-
pected of students in Track One.

In thinking of uses which we might serve, of
needs to which we might respond, it seems
orderly to first define what those needs are.
One way of seeking to discover the outline of
those needs is to think of who might be served.
From my dreaming up to this moment, | see
three identifiable groups of persons. First there
are those in their twenties and thirties whom |
identify as ‘‘Seekers.”’ Often these persons are,
or have been, involved in programs of medita-
tion, utopian community life, Eastern religions,
and numerous other quests for spirituality. As a
dangerous over-generalization, it could be
noted that these persons often are very mobile
without a clearly defined sense of direction.
Thus, at the moment, they are without the
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An Inquiry
by
Calvin E. Turley

spiritual stability required for the making of
long term commitment. We do a grave injustice
to these Seekers if we see them only as drifters,
for that they are not! They are pilgrims on a
spiritual quest, often disillusioned by and super
critical of our culture and its religious institu-
tions. Far from being drifters, they are seekers
who are often acutely aware of the spirituality
characteristic of the New Age. Yet, it seems
clear that these persons do not fit into Track
One of the SSR which is a highly intensive,
disciplined four years of study leading to can-
didacy for ordination. Thus, the need for Track
Two.

The second and third group of persons which
I envision being served by Track Two have
more in common with one another than they
have differences. In fact, the major difference I
see is one of age and availability of time. The
second group is identified by those adult per-
sons who are beyond the child rearing years, yet
still employed full-time in their life’s vocation.
Included here, also, are many single persons or
couples without children who have reached the
‘‘age of discretion’” — shall we say forty — and
are asking anew the questions of meaning,
value, and purpose in life.

The third group is identified by those mature
persons who have reached the years of retire-
ment yet continue in the path of their spiritual
quest. The latter, I suppose, might simply be
thought of as an advanced group of the Seekers
of whom I spoke above.

These two groups of more mature persons
seem to have a double focus in their interests as
I have experienced them to date. They are
sincercly interested in the deepening of their
own spirituality — in the nurturing of their
regeneration — but they are also very practical
people (“‘earthlings,”” as it were) who cherish
their earthly life, who are making important
decisions that will affect the spiritual quality of
their existence and, also distinctive of them,
they do feel a commitment to the ongoing life
of the Church. Thus, they are looking for uses
which they might serve within the institutional
expression of the Church of the New Jeru-
salem.

The compelling reason suggesting the need
for Track Two at the SSR is that our experience
of accepting ‘‘special students,’” and seeking to
integrate them into the program designed for
ordination, has most frequently resulted in
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both a failure to serve well the ‘‘special
student’” and a deterioration of the morale
within the community pursuing ordination.
There are, 1 know; multiple reasons for this.
Not the least of these reasons has been our own
failure to see some of the basic distinctions be-
tween the Seekers and the candidates for ordi-
nation. The primary difference, of course,is the
element of commitment. Preparing for ordina-
tion is not an easy task. It is disciplined, it is
long, and sometimes academic expectations do
seem irrelevant — students do become spiritual-
ly and physically weary. At the same time,
preparation for ordination is a period of self ex-
amination and spiritual turmoil. Included are
the pangs of re-birth and the distress that goes
with the formation of a sense of vocation. Can-
didates for ordination often face considerable
spiritual and academic upheaval as they face
the implications of their commitment. When
they arc immersed in a daily-living community
with Seekers, who have no readily identifiable
long-term commitment and who are often
much more exclusively critical of institutional
religion, we seem to have a spiritual mix which
is debilitating and distressing to both.

Therefore, I am thinking of a Track Two for
Seekers which could enable them to come to
SSR on their spiritual quest and pursue studies
and spiritual experience separate from Track
One. The two tracks of study and experience,
interacting though separate, would minimize
the confusion over ‘‘student status’’ which we
now encounter when seeking to integrate
‘“‘special students’’ into the curriculum leading
to ordination. At the same time, the two tracks
would preserve the value of having our can-
didates for ordination confronted with both the
insights and the challenge of diverse perspec-
tives and experience which the Seekers bring.

Ideally, 1 could argue that there should be
one community, regardless of the variations in
commitment. Experientially, we have to face
the painful fact that it hasn’t worked! The pre-
sent category of ‘‘special student’’ at SSR — a
student accepted without commitment to ser-
vice within the ministry of our Church, yet in-
tegrated with the candidates for ordination —
has not worked.

It would be our loss, however, if we had no
Seekers around the School. On the positive
side, | find the Seekers exciting to work with,
challenging if you dare take them seriously,
energizing in their openness to new ideas, and
often enlightening as they bring the input of
different experience. Further, the number of
Seekers who have been at SSR in the last seven

years has been significant. They have, in fact,
equaled or outnumbered the candidates for or-
dination. I believe a Track Two, well for-
mulated and developed especially as a response
to the needs of these pilgrims, would find a
significant response. And, with our Sweden-
borgian perspective, we could provide a signifi-
cant ministry in the service of spirituality if —
we could commit ourselves to it as a viable
ministry-of-use of the SSR.

Groups two and three I see as more easily
related to the ongoing work of Track One at
OSSR because of their capacity to make commit-
ment to the Church. But I do think it is an error
to assume that we know for sure what these
older pilgrims want and need. My experience is
that, like the Seekers, they’re not too sure
either! They often have the common bonds of
loving the Church, having found meaning in
the Church, and now having time and energy to
give to the nurturing of their own spirituality.
My sense is that these persons respond affirm-
atively to the more experiential quest that a
Track Two could provide. Many of them have
for years pursued a study and understanding of
the life and work — the theology — of Sweden-
borg. While they remain deeply committed to
and interested in new insights into the meaning
of our theology as a rational religion, they are
even more responsive to experiential programs
which place this theology in the content of ex-
perience. Shared experience, followed by the
opportunity for theological reflection,
facilitates the integration of the understanding
and the affections in daily life.

We have had some opportunity over the last
three years to work with these Senior Sweden-
borgian Seekers (the SSS of the Church) during
the Retirement Enrichment Retreats held at
Swedenborg House in DeLand, Florida. I have
also had the pleasure of talking with many in
that age known as the ‘‘Passage of Middle
Years.”” All have spoken ernestly of longing for
the opportunity to spend more energy on their
own spiritual quest. They look to the Church
and its ministry for guidance.

I see Track Two having the potential of being
developed as an ongoing program at the SSR in
Newton as well as being coordinated with
various retreats, seminars, and mini-courses of
Convention. At any rate, the dream is
‘‘a-birthing’’ and I accept the possibility that it
may be wholly impractical. However, 1 am
sharing it in its embryonic state in the hope that
anyone having a companion dream to share, a
need to express, a thought or an evaluation to
propose will be inspired to respond.



WHAT’S NEW AT SSR?

The most strikingly new thing at SSR this
school year has been, of course, the change in
administration, occasioned by the retirement
from the presidency of Rev. Edwin Capon, and
the appointment of Dr. Friedemann Horn of
Zurich to be his successor. Further, Dr. and
Mrs. Horn elected to reside on the premises. So
for the first time in many years SSR has a
resident president. It hardly seems necessary to
enumerate the several advantages of this
arrangement for students, faculty and the
church at large.

This change, together with a number of
others, led the faculty to begin preparation on a
revised school bulletin or catalog. Since the last
one was printed in 1975, two changes in faculty
have taken place (the other being the dropping
off of part - time faculty member Rev. Owen
Turley). Some of the other changes will be
reflected in the new catalog; and that’s mainly
what I’d like to comment on here.

In the present catalog a section is devoted to
Areas of Development and Competence. The
five subdivisions of this section, each dealt with
briefly, are (1) Personal Spiritual Develop -
ment, (2) Swedenborgian Ideas, (3) Inter -
personal Relationships, (4) Traditional
Academic Disciplines, and (5) Professional
Ministerial Skills. However, at the present
time, no particular course offerings are listed
anywhere in the catalog. It has become increas -
ingly clear that this fact poses some problems
for students. Even though we continue to work
out cooperatively an individually designed
curriculum for each student in the form of a
covenant, it is possible that some important
areas of study may be overlooked along the way
and the student may find that at the time
appropriate for him or her to take the four six -
hour comprehensive examinations, deficiencies
in knowledge, understanding, or skills may for
the first time come to the student’s awareness.

In an effort to avoid such instances, it is
planned that in the new catalog, not only will
course offerings be listed along with brief
descriptions of each, each faculty member is
being asked to ‘‘key’’ his course offerings, as
far as is possible, to particular competency
requirements. It is hoped that this can be done
even with the first - year required courses; for
there have been times when students have not
understood (until later) the relevance or
intended relevance of particular required
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courses. At this time, such courses are limited
to the regular student’s first full academic year.
But it is not beyond the realms of possibility
that in the future other courses may be listed as
required if the nature of the subject matter is
such that every student would clearly profit
from taking the course; and failing to take the
course or some related alternative, would be
almost sure to have a serious gap in his
understanding or skill.

In order to assist the student further in
making course selections from semester to
semester, an effort will be made to correlate
more closely the subject subdivisions as listed in
the catalog and the way the material is
subdivided in the competency exams. It is
perhaps easiest to illustrate this in the area of
Swedenborgian Ideas. In the currently available
catalog, this section reads as follows:

ADEQUATE COMPETENCE in working
with Swedenborgian ideas requires a basic
understanding of Swedenborg’s key doctrines
and concepts, a working comprehension of the
fundamental issues of their philosophical
context, and demonstrated ability to apply
them to life situations. Growing competence
involves familiarity with the tools and methods
of Swedenborg studies, and demonstrated
ability to develop the interpretations of
Swedenborgian ideas in creative, original and
constructive ways relating to the ministry of our
times.

For the purposes of covenanting, the
following lists of concepts, doctrines, terms and
reading materials define minimal standards of
adequate competence.

Swedenborg’s theological doctrines and/or
concepts — the Lord, glorification,
redemption/salvation, creation, providence,
toleration (permissio) the spiritual world, the
human soul, continuing life, influx, freedom of
choice, conscience, repentance, reformation,
regeneration, charity, faith, temptation, evil,
sin, remains, use, proprium, worship,
enlightenment, marriage love, degrees,
correspondences, the celestial, spiritual and
internal historical senses of the Word, the
church, the last judgment, the second coming,
the New Jerusalem;

philosphical concepts — ontology,
epistemology, ethics, cosmology, esse/existere,
causality, power, mind, memory, the
mind/body problem, time/space, axiology;
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core reading in Swedenborg — selected
readings in Principia, Economy of the Animal
Kingdom, and Rational Psychology; Arcana
Coelestia (Chapter 1, Volumes 2 and 3, and
interchapter articles on correspondences and
maximus homo in volumes 4 -7); New
Jerusalem and its Heavenly Doctrine, Heaven
and Hell, Apocalypse Explained (volumes 5 -
6), Divine Love and Wisdom, Divine
Providence, Apocalypse Revealed (chapters
19 - 22), Conjugial Love, and True Christian
Religion.

In order to test the student’s grasp of this
comprehensive list of concepts, doctrines,
terms and reading materials, however, the exam
has been subdivided (admittedly somewhat
arbitrarily) into eight general topic areas, as
follows: (1) Ideas Concerning the Lord, (2)
Ideas Concerning Man, (3) Ideas Concerning
Regeneration, (4) Ideas Concerning Sacred
Scripture, (5) Ideas Concerning the Church,
(6) Ideas Concerning the Spiritual World, (7)
Terminological Definitions, (8) Ideas More
Philosophical than Theological.

The present plan is to rewrite this section of
the catalog to include these eight general topic
areas and then to list under them the particular
doctrines and/or concepts that appertain. In
some cases this will not be easy to do, as there
are obvious areas of overlapping. For instance,
Ideas Concerning Man (his psychic or spiritual
nature) and Ideas Concerning Regeneration
dovetail in several respects. But still the former
is involved more with structure or form, the
latter with process.

Similar steps to spell out and clarify
requirements will be taken as appropriate in
rewriting other sections of the catalog. Along
with each Area of Development and
Competence, available courses will be listed
and briefly described. It is conceivable that
some courses, because of their scope, will be
listed under more than one competency area.

The present students with whom I have
discussed this proposed revision have been
without exception enthusiastically positive
about it. So I feel that we’re moving to the right
direction in what’s new at SSR.

The June Messenger will feature more SSR articles, including. . .

¢ ‘Up From the Ashes’’ by Marion Kirven
‘““Who Do You Think You Are?’’ by George Dole
““‘Correspondence on Correspondence and Other Matters’’ by Robert Kirven

Expanding Horizons for Senior
Citizens at Urbana College

Urbana College will introduce a special free
tuition program for Senior Citizens, effective
Spring Quarter, UC President Roland D.
Patzer announced today.

The proposal, which was approved by the
college’s Board of Trustees at their March
meeting, will permit senior citizens to attend
any regularly scheduled class for a nominal
registration fee of $10 per quarter.

Commenting on the program, Patzer noted
‘‘At Urbana College we have become
increasingly aware of our responsibility to serve
all local constituencies and not just the
traditional college student. There are many
senior citizens who, because of their experience,
can provide an enriching dimension to the
classroom. We want to give them the
opportunity to take college classes and, if they
wish, work toward a degree’’.

The senior citizens, Patzer noted, would have
the option of taking classes either for college
credit or on an audit basis.

‘“However’’, he noted, ‘‘they will be subject
to the same evaluation and grading standards as
all regular UC students.”’

ANCL RETREAT

The Bridgewater League will host its annual
Memorial Day ANCL Retreat at Blairhaven, in
Duxbury, Massachusetts.

Dates: Friday, May 26 to Monday, May 29
Topic: The Incarnation
Staff: Dr. George Dole and others

Cost:  $6.00 if received by the deadline of
May 20, $7.00 if late. (Make checks

payable to Lee S. Woofenden)
Limited travel money will be available on re -
quest. Send reservations with money by May 20
to: Lee Woofenden, 48 Highland Street,
Sharon, MA. 02067.



A TALE

OF A SURROGATE MOTHER

Once upon a time, as all good fairy stories
should begin, I met my fairy godmother. Her
name was Mrs. John Robertson, and her
magical qualities were not immediately
apparent. She wasn’t the fairy godmother who
waved a magic wand and turned plain faces
beautiful, or clunkers into sports cars, or
bungalows into mansions. Nor was she the fairy
godmother of great wealth, for her sole income
was her monthly Social Security check. She was
the fairy godmother who enriched us with joy,
laughter, love in abundance, compassion,
understanding, and the wisdom to withhold her
opinion sometimes. Truly, she brought us
amazing grace. We didn’t know all that was in
store for us when Ellsworth and I met her at a
party.

As we talked with Mrs. Robertson at that
party, enjoying the remnants of Scotland in her
speech, we inferred that behind her pleasant
face and manner was a woman deeply unhappy
with her home situation. Relatives had insisted
that she come to live with them, now that she
was past eighty and alone. But she didn’t like
living far up on their isolated mountain. She
was a city girl at heart, and how she mourned
the absence of big stores where she could see
people and vast displays of enticing goods.
Christmas was coming in a couple of months,
and she was miserable with catalogue shopping.
Pictures were poor substitutes for actualities.

On the spur of the moment I invited Mrs.
Robertson to come spend a week with us, in
town, and do her shopping in familiar stores.
So that’s how it all began. Ten years later, when
she died at 92, she had become surrogate
mother to us all and to many members of the El
Cerrito parish too. We mourned her going as
only those we love deeply and unqualifiedly are
mourned. Let me tell you a little about my
‘““other mother.”’

Her name was Susy, S— U —S — Y, and
never spell it with a Z! In short order Susy
became a courtesy aunt to all of us. All of us
included at one time or another our children
and children - in - law, my strongly
opinionated and highly vocal father, and Ells’s
ditto mother — whose opinions and
convictions were diametrically opposite but
equally as firmly expressed as his. Susy could
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bend to the winds of controversy without
breaking. She could even make both parents
laugh, and the rest of us too. That’s a rift -
healing attribute, for sure.

Aunt Susy was never the archetypical elderly
woman, the living fountain of advice and
opinion. She held her peace until she was asked
directly. Then her short and brisk thoughts
were delivered softly, tactfully, incisively. She
never preached to drive home her point.
Rather, she taught us by example, and I’m sure
she didn’t teach intentionally — it just
happened. Her lessons were easy to take for all
were pointed to the one end of living together in
love, to making all of our interconnected lives
more harmonious, each generation giving
thought to the needs of the others.

Susy was short and had grown softly rounded
with the years, a plumpness she deplored.
Despite painful arthritis that curtailed her
freedom of movement, she’d still dance a step
or two and frequently sing bits of song,
especially from Gilbert and Sullivan. Our
family has always been G & S happy, and we
frequently play one or another of the operas.
Susy’s John had had a fine baritone and in his
earlier years had sung many of the G & S roles.
Whenever one of his special numbers was being
played, Susy — usually dust cloth in hand —
would hum along, eyes full of memories, with
tears and happiness intermixed. They weren’t
sorry - for - herself tears, they were the tears of
old shared joys, and that’s a mighty powerful
distinction. Then she’d tell us what John’s
costume had been, how handsome he’d looked,
what a superb actor he’d been. Always the
upbeat thought, the positive outlook.

That’s not to say that Susy was any
Pollyanna. When she hit rough spots, she could
accept love and compassion as fully as she gave
them to others. At age 88 she had a bout with
cancer, complete with the debilitating radiation
therapy and painful surgery. Then she knew
how to receive from others, giving us all a
chance to give to her who gave so much to us.
We need reciprocity in giving and receiving. It’s
no good for any of us if it’s always a one - way
street. Receiving graciously isn’t an attribute
shared by all, so again we learned from her
example.
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Susy was good at giving surprises too. Her
Scots’ thrift made her squirrel away a portion
of each month’s check. Then when she saw a
need, she’d make us a grand present, the most
spectacular being a new refrigerator with an
icemaker. She enjoyed that marvelous
appliance as much as the rest of us still do, but
never, never, did she remind us that the gift was
from her. She took pleasure in our pleasure and
was delighted with her big surprise.

Susy knew when to disappear, and that’s a
boon of unbelievable bounty. When the
children had the sound turned way up on dance
music, Susy went to her room. She didn’t leave
with a ‘‘you’ve turned me out’’ or a ‘‘how can
you do this to me’’ look, but quietly and with a
smile, maybe dancing a step or two as she went
down the hall. When one of the other elders
sounded off on a favorite harp, Susy graciously
excused herself and went on about her self -
appointed household tasks. And when Ells and
I had guests, Susy, alone among the elders,
evaporated sometime soon after dinner and
went to watch her TV or to knit, leaving us with
our friends. That in itself takes sensitivity and
the grace of letting others have their own time
together. She respected the needs of all three
generations.

Aunt Susy enriched us with some marvelous
old Scottish sayings that are still part of the
family vocabulary. When we’d bump into each
other in our narrow kitchen, she’d say, ‘“We’re
making ends meet.”” And when we cleaned out
the fridge for a dinner of odds and ends, she’d
say: ‘“‘Come on, all of you, we’re having
whumlum tonight!”’ Now doesn’t that sound
better than scraps? Always she’d set the table a
little more carefully when the dinner was less
than enticing, for she knew well the value of
beauty offsetting dull food on the plate.

Susy knew the value of personal beauty too.
Right up to the day she died she kept her person
immaculate, well groomed, tastefully dressed.
Good clothes, her delight, took a large chunk
of her check, and to what good advantage that
money was spent. She loved colors, and every
day when I came home from the office she’d
have on a fresh frock — Susy never called them
dresses — in soft shell pink or pale aqua,
perhaps in a pretty paisley or in a deep blue or
teal green print. She appreciated the worth of
looking your best for the sake of the onlookers,
and that’s another worthwhile lesson we
learned without being taught.

Not only did Susy wear pretty frocks, she did
her bit of daily lily gilding with the least touch
of fresh makeup, a whiff of fragrance, and
beautifully coiffed her gloriously white hair. So
we can call it vanity. Vanity, especially in older
people, is a virtue to be cherished. Because she
cared how she looked, she made herself lovely
not only for her own self esteem but for our
pleasure. The whole family was enriched by her
attention to her person. It was a daily joy to
come home to Susy. Not only did she look her
best, and had done all the things about the
house that she could handle, she had also kept
her sense of worth. More than that, her
welcoming hug and kiss put the office out of
my mind and brought home to the forefront,
immediately.

Susy loved parties, and any excuse for a party
would suffice. She’d make sure the house was
sparkling, the flowers just so, then she’d dress
herself with extra care. Although her hearing
was nearly gone, she’d enter right into the spirit
of the occasion and was never happier than
when we had pink champagne and a fancy
pink - frosted cake, as always happened on her
birthdays.

When it became clear that she’d not live
much longer, Susy told me exactly what kind of
memorial service she wanted. It was not to be
standard in any way. No indeed. Those who
loved her were to gather together, toast her
spirit in pink champagne, and have a proper
party. Everyone was to dress in bright colors. It
was to be a party of rejoicing that she had gone
on to join her beloved John. We followed her
wishes, and surely never before nor since has
champagne been so thoroughly diluted by so
many tears. Each toast was proposed in a
tremulous voice with love spilling along with
tears as each of us remembered a special facet
of Susy. There was no ‘stiff upper lip’’ about
that party. We cried together, held each other
close, shared our memories, rejoiced that Susy
was now free of the infirmities that had
increasingly troubled her. Elisabeth Kubler -
Ross tells us we need to work out our grief. I
can’t think of a more positive, more unifying,
way of beginning that process. We shared our
mutual grief in love with one another. It was a
perfect bon voyage to the spirit of Susy, Susy
the beloved “‘other mother’’ for ten years of my
mid - adult life.



Memories of

My Mother — Mildred Bray Calby

Mildred Calby — in the ‘‘bloom”’ of life.

It seemed very sad when my Mother died this
past June 5th, not because she was gone, but
because she had been in a state of diminished
capacities and frail health for so long. Then
came memories of other times and of things
that brought her joy.

Music was a first love for Mother. Saturday
afternoons were spent with the Metropolitan
Opera holding forth on the Atwater Kent,
everything taking a back seat to its
performance. The familiar voice of Milton
Cross would relate the opera stories and tell of
famous singers. At my Grandmother’s house
Gallecurci and Enrico Caruso records were
played over and over again on the old Victrola.
Considering the imperfections of early records
and phonographs, it’s small wonder that Mario
Lanza sounded better to us young people than
the great singer he impersonated in the film
years later!

Mother played the piano quite well in her
youth, Chopin, Grieg and other old masters.
She gave piano lessons to supplement income
and was also librarian in her home town of
Vineland, New Jersey. When she obtained a
position in the Carnegie Library in Montrose,
Pennsylvania, she met our father, a handsome,
dashing Irishman, who ‘‘swept her off her
feet’’.
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His favorite song was Irving Berlin’s
‘“Always’’ which he played on one of the
zithers he sold, and sang with a very fine voice.
A year or so ago Mother was sitting at our
dining room table playing solitaire for the
thousandth time when she stopped. Whether
from boredom or sadness at the inactivity and
lack of purpose, out of what may have been a
distressful mood, she began to hum the song
softly, seemingly unaware that she was singing
it — “I’ll be loving you always, with a love
that’s true, always. — not for just an hour, not
for just a day, not for just a year, but always.”’
Swedenborg tells us of communication from
the spiritual world. Could it have been that he
was close to her at that moment?

Life became more difficult with two
daughters to nurture. Life was an exciting
adventure to our father, but his happy - go -
lucky ways left Mother to do the major share of
providing for us, and, eventually, he went back
to the mountains to live the rest of his life.

When Mother was a carefree girl she played
tennis very well and could hold her own in
competition. Her father was a grocer and they
lived in a nice home on Pear Street. They were
very proud of ‘‘Mamma’’, my Grandmother,
when she became president of the local
Women’s Club. In those days women were just
beginning to be accepted as more than home -
makers.

During her teens Mother’s family broke away
from the Presbyterian Church and became
members of a small group who formed the
Swedenborgian Society in Vineland. Grandad
was President of the Society at one time. He
helped to get the church built there. The Rev.
Mr. Smith would come down once a month
from Frankford to preach the sermon, and it
was always a special occasion. Dinner at the
house afterwards meant the white linen table -
cloth, the creases pressed out with the flat iron
after it was put on the table, and the best silver
and china. Grandad presided at the head of the
table, and we all enjoyed a roast and very fine
conversation.



114

The Swedenborgian Church was the center of
Mother’s life during most of her adult years.
Before going to New England, she was
secretary to Dr. Roeder.of the Orange Society,
and after a year as housemother at Chapel Hill
School in Waltham, she worked for Social
Services in Boston. Then she became secretary
to Horace Blackmer in the Bookrooms on
Bowdoin Street. Later she had the position of
secretary to Rev. Mr. Franklin Blackmer at the
Theological School when it was in Cambridge.

The frosting on her cake was attending
Fryeburg New Church Assembly. The beautiful

pines and mountain view, hot days, cold nights,
old friends from many societies coming and
going, good food and friendship at the table,
children to enjoy, Wednesday excursions into
that special Maine countryside, the rich
offerings of doctrinal discussion supplied
spiritual food and joy unparalled.

If some of these memories have given you
pleasure, perhaps you will stop to reflect on
youthful memories which you could share with
friends, or to ask friends to share with you
memories long tucked away. Swedenborg says
our loves and joys are us. Share a happy
memory!

MY MOTHER

‘““While they were crossing, Elijah said to
Elisha, ‘Tell me what I can do for you before I
am taken from you.’ Elisha said, ‘Let me
inherit a double share of your spirit.” ‘You have
asked a hard thing’, said Elijah. ‘If you see me
taken from you, may your wish be granted; if
you do rot, it shall not be granted’.”’

And one of the many speakers at the
resurrection service went on to tell us that
}Elisha witnessed Elijah being carried up in the
whirlwind of heaven and that the spirit of
Elijah settled on Elisha.

Lil had died at 48. An untimely death of a
strong woman, halfway done her tasks by her
standards; much accomplished by the measure
of others. This woman whom I had grown to
know so well was never comfortable in this life;
she accepted her plight — addiction to the
cause of the underdog. Depiction of her
character and recollection of her numerous
activities created many mental rushes of my
mother’s life and a warmth in my breast that
my life had been interwoven tightly with these
two caring people. They endowed their
families, churches and communities with a
double share of their spirits.

Others have said that when Leonore walked
into a room her presence was keenly felt; she
was stately and carried herself with deter -
mination and purpose. Uneasy with small talk,
getting to know ‘‘you’’ was the value of con -
versation. Mom always had space for other
people. I remember away - from - home
servicemen broadening smiles as they filled
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their stomachs and shared in the pleasures of a
Thanksgiving feast. The seams of our home
were tested during the teenage years. Kids came
in for the usual nourishment of food and drink;
more than a few sought a parent with whom
they could ‘“‘work it out.”” Mom regularly
found ways to include elderly friends in areas of
their interests. It seemed just as natural for
dinner talk to include my mother’s report of her
involvements and invitations to plan or prepare
for others, as for my dad and we three children
to share our activities.

Mother loved music and making music.
Singing was her gift to everyone; playing the
piano in the evenings, her gift to her family.
Flowers made her happy, especially the wild
bouquets of devils’ paintbrush, corn flowers
and daisies gathered on long walks with little
boys. She was easy to tease and joke with. As
kids we’d take advantage of this quality,
pushing her to gales of laughter with antics
some parents would sternly oppose. Often
she’d succumb to the craziness of our
behaviour, particularly that of my brother
Henry, and join in the clowning around.

More than a few individuals felt Leonore’s
affection. Dad and Mom enjoyed their special
relationship, each was greatly appreciated and
supported by the other. There was seldom
confusion in their roles; they were comple -
mentary. Faith, Henry and I were not grouped
in a category of children and labeled ‘‘to be
loved’’. We were loved and liked by her as
unique individuals.

























































