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Swedenborg window in the Kenilworth (I11.)
Union Church measures 48" x 56" and is one of
nine depicting various ‘‘denominations’’
represented in the congregation. It was
designed by Henry Lee Willet Studio of
Philadelphia.

See pages 8 - 10 for more pictures and story.




Editorial

CONVENTION THEME
PREVIEW

In this first editorial of the New Year I
thought we might look ahead and take a peek at
our Convention 78 theme. In mid - November
the Convention Planning Committee spent
considerable time wrestling with this issue,
finally settling on the theme, ‘‘Alive In The
New Age’’.

Obviously this is an umbrella - type theme —
you can approach it from a number of different
perspectives. What does it mean to be alive in
the world today? What is our concept of the
New Age? What is the Lord’s plan for His
world? How do we, individually and as a
church, help (or hinder) the coming of the New
Age? What are the signs of the New Age? What
difference does all of this make in our everyday
lives?

Each one of us will have a different
view — our own definition — of the New Age,
which should make for some interesting
discussions at Convention. The New Age may
seem very abstract, ethereal — or it may be for
us intensely real and down - to - earth. In
either case it will be good for us to be together
in Kitchener next summer, sharing our thoughts
and hopes for the New Age.

Perhaps the one thing we can all agree on is
that the world is in constant flux. The essential
nature of God’s Life Force is change. And we
believe that the world, on all levels, is gradually
changing for the better. The Lord is patient and
long - suffering, and He permits some reverses
and setbacks in His long range plans, but
ultimately His will must prevail. Thus, if we are
alert and sensitive we can see the future written
small in the present scene.'It means: seeing
beyond appearances; being open to — and
using creatively — forces of change; taking
some radical risks; trusting implicitly in the
goodness and wisdom of the Lord; thinking
through for ourselves what it means to be a new
person in the New Age. A sneak preview of
Convention ’78.

January 29 is Swedenborg’s birthday, and it
seems appropriate to close with these words
spoken by Dr. Thomas French to the Ohio
Association in 1889: “‘So thoroughly was
Swedenborg possessed of the spirit of
innovation and improvements that he seems to
belong to the present age rather than his own.
After publishing A Decimal System of Money
and Measures, he wrote, ‘It is a little discour -

aging to me to be advised to relinquish my
views as among novelties which the country
cannot bear . . . as for me I desire all possible
novelties, ay, a novelty for every day in the
year,’ since ‘in every age there is an abundance
of persons who follow the beaten track, and
remain in the old way, while there are not more
than from six to ten in a century who bring
forward innovations founded on argument and
reason.’ ”’
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The Starting Line

A time for new beginnings — of resolutions
and completing final plans for the January
Ministers and Spouses Institute and the General
Council meetings in Florida. The New Year is
leaving the Starting Line fairly at a gallop. All
of the universe, seemingly, responds to that
internal time - clock which governs the
rhythmical flow of life. In all their glory, the

" seasons have their beginning and ending and so
the ever abiding presence of birth and death
becomes the promise of the continuity of God’s
creation.

It is good to be given this opportunity to put
behind us the events of the year now
past — hold to that which was good, to see the
good even in that which was distressing and so
open ourselves to a new series of events
awaiting us. Events, not so different in
character as those of 1977, but offering to us
the opportunity for a new and perhaps more
mature response.

The year 1977 closed with several interesting
activities and the good in these will, I am sure,
bear fruit in this new year.

On November 18th, and 19th, the
Convention Planning Committee met in
Kitchener, Ontario for the planning of the 1978
convention. Participating were Rev. and Mrs.
Paul Zacharias, Mr. and Mrs. Carl Heck,
Grace Sudden, Nora Rae, Fran Mclntosh,
Betty Drummond and Stanley Haigh — all
members -of the Kitchener Society. Roger
Paulson of the Central Office and Ginger Tafel
of Cincinnati representing the Board of
Education were also participants.

One of the most challenging features of the
Kitchener meeting was the choice of a
convention theme. Here the dialogue rose to an
exciting level. What is the thrust that best
represents the interest and the need of our
people? What is it that we wish to leave with
convention participants? Proposals were many
and varied. Finally, the vote was cast and, thus,
the theme chosen for our 154th annual
convention to be held in Kitchener, Ontario, on
the campus of Conrad Grebel College on the
dates June 28th - July 2nd is, ‘‘Alive in the
New Age.”’

The now — is a New Age! Are we alive to it
and to its implications? Is this age really new?
If so, in what way? Is it possible that we can
discover in all of this the ground of our unity

by Eric Zacharlas

and the purpose of our being as a Church? I
look forward eagerly to the pursuit of our
theme.

I wish to thank our Kitchener friends for
their warm and gracious hospitality during
these planning meetings. It will be a pleasure to
work with them during the coming months.

It was delightful indeed to spend a few hours
with the members of the Detroit congregation
on the evening of November 19th. The large
gathering at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Bill
Locke spent the evening ranging over a whole
host of subjects related to the Church. Our
Detroit friends worship each Sunday in a rented
facility that is comfortably appointed and
which serves them well for all church related
functions.

On Thanksgiving Sunday, during a well -
attended worship service, I conducted a
Service of Installation for the Rev. Edwin
Capon who assumed his duties as the new
minister in September. It is our hope and prayer
that .the Detroit Society move on into a
prosperous and rewarding future.

By now, this writer was beginning to
sympathize with the tourist who exclaimed,
“It’s Tuesday, it must be Rome.”’

No, it was Sunday evening and it was St.
Paul. Here, I met with the members of Rev.
Richard Baxter’s congregation. This too was a
thought provoking experience. We reviewed the
program to which these people are committed,
the trends that currently are in evidence in the
community and the effectiveness of the
ministry that is developing there. One senses
there a strong sense of mission and we found a
minister, his partner and a congregation
solidly working together to better understand
the direction of their future and to try in some
innovative ways to bring the ideals of the
Church a bit closer to reality.

Some time ago, I was given a book titled,
“Think and Grow Rich’’ by Napolean Hill.
The author contends that the principles he
espouses have helped many along the road to
great riches. He writes, ‘““You may as well
know, right here, that you can never have riches
in great quantitites, unless you can work
yourself into a white heat of desire for money,
and actually believe you can possess it.”’ ‘‘Big
thoughts”’. ““Belief in oneself’’. These are the

(Cont’d on page 7)



‘REGENERATION: WHAT AN EXPERIENCE!”

Regeneration is a process, not a happening.
It is a moving - toward, not an arrival. It is
both being and becoming. 1t is a path to be
travelled over with openness and awareness, to
be enjoyed for its revealing of ever new vistas
and expanding possibilities of choice; it is not a
freeway to be raced over as quickly as possible
with ever present danger to life and limb.
Regeneration is the milieu of the artist at the
potter’s wheel — an environment that
facilitates change with turning and shaping,
with re - forming and beginning anew, with
letting an idea of beauty ultimate under the
tender guidance of time and persuasion. It is
working with the resistance of inertia and
conditioning until a creation of beauty emerges
in an expression that is unique unto itself.
Regeneration is not the milieu of the assembly
line with its constant pressure of precision and
conformity, its repetitious and dehumanizing
piece - work, its rewards and punishments, and
its production quotas with each unit as nearly
as identical to the preceding one as possible.

Regeneration is process, not productivity. In
fact, experiencing oneself as a regenerate
person isn’t characterized by the sense of
having produced anything, nor is it
characterized by the sense of having arrived
anywhere; rather, sensing oneself as a
regenerate person is characterized by the sense
of experiencing the process - of - regeneration
which is the experiencing of the gifts of
meaning and fulfilment amid constant change.

Regeneration is both being and becoming.
One way to image this dynamic flux of the
nature of regeneration is to sense, in your own
consciousness - of - self, the Genesis image
that you are created in the image and likeness of
God —”’ . . . and behold, it was very good.”’
The dynamic flux of the nature of regeneration
may be sensed and experienced both as being in
that image and likeness, and at the same time
processing toward becoming an expression of
that image and likeness. It’s like standing on
the threshold of a doorway. Are you still
outside the room? Entering? Or have you
entered? From the point of view of process, you
are none of these yet you are all of them at the
same time. Experiencing the process of
regeneration is like that: it is the experiencing of
being in — and moving toward being in — the
image and likeness of God.

Calvin Turley
S.S.R., Newton, Mass.

Regeneration is a gift, not a reward. If we
reflect on the process of regeneration from this
point of view, we can see that regeneration is
neither hard work, nor is it easy — it’s both.
It’s neither an ‘‘idea’’ nor a ‘‘goal” — it’s
experience. It’s not a matter of ‘‘correct
belief’’, it’s a matter of love — of intention
daily lived — out of which one then receives
understanding or the gift of knowing.
Regeneration, then, isn’t a matter of getting,
it’s a process of receiving.

Well, if regeneration is a kind of processing,
changing dynamic — the essence of which is to
be in the process, rather than having - arrived
— then how can we talk about it? That is a
problem! Indeed, there seems to be an ever
present danger that the more we talk about
regeneration the more we avoid the
experiencing of regeneration, and the less we
experientially receive the gift of knowing. It’s
like trying to know a river without ever getting
wet. You can watch it go by — ever changing
yet ever the same; you can listen to other
persons tell of their experience of having been
in; but you will never know a river until you
jump in — once you have, you will then
experientially know the truth of permanence
amid constant change. It seems the same with
the process of regeneration. If you really want
to know what it’s like, jump in and pay
attention to your own experience.

For the more timid, are there any ‘‘guide -
posts pointing toward the river of
regeneration?’’ To be sure, there are.
Ultimately, however, they are all experiential,
not theoretical; they are guideposts for
participation, not voyeurism. Within our own
religious heritage, there is the example of
Swedenborg’s own life as one model from
which we could take guidance. The model I'm
thinking of is not the biography of his
accomplishments in the world; rather, I'm
thinking of the biography of his spiritual
journey, his experience with the path of
regeneration and enlightenment. Now, this
biography has never been written, and perhaps
it should never be, for this seems too much like
taking the man’s spiritual inventory. But he has
left us some records of his own spiritual
autobiography in his Spiritual Diary and his
Journal of Dreams, both of which are available
from Swedenborgian book outlets. If one



wanted to make the investment of time and
effort, there is to be discovered here a very
personal recording of the process of
regeneration as change, as despair, as joy, as
struggle, as giving up, as receiving, as ecstasy,
as gift of knowing. If you choose to look here
for guide - posts, do so with the deepest
gentleness and respect, for you have been
entrusted with entrance into the ‘‘holy of
holies’’ of another’s spiritual quest.

Another source within which we find
‘‘guideposts point toward the river of
regeneration’’ is Swedenborg’s systematic
treatment of the subject in his theological
summary, True Christian Religion. The danger
for us in looking to this resource stems from the
fact that the treatment of the subject is
extremely systematic and intellectual and thus
most susceptible to making regeneration a
spectator sport to be discussed and analyzed
around the hot - stove league (of hell?). Still, a
little danger need not keep us from turning to
such a spiritual gold mine for guidance. What
I’d recommend for our excavations in TCR,
however, is that attention be given to our
attitude of approach. Try reading
Swedenborg’s chapters on ‘‘Repentance’’ and
‘““Reformation and Regeneration’’ as
descriptive, not prescriptive. In other words,
when you approach reading the discussion of

reading Swedenborg’s best effort to generalize
guideposts for all humankind out of the
richness of his own personal experience. In his
own inimitable and sometimes redundant style,
he is seeking a description of a most personal,
dynamic, exciting, and individualized process
of spiritual growth and enlightenment. It is not
to be expected that any such description,
growing out of personal experience, is going to
fit the life of another with much precision.
What’s awe inspiring, when read from the
perspective being suggested, is how relevant
and modern and helpful Swedenborg’s model
can be to our own spiritual quest — to our own
experiencing of the process of regeneration.

If you love the water and swimming, the
image of ‘‘the river of regeneration’’ is a good
one. Jump in and try your own means of
navigation. There are lots of ways to travel a
river and every trip has its own unique
particulars. One can anticipate some rapids and
most likely some falls, there will be stretches of
calm and unprecedented beauty, there will be
times of invigorating activity as you move with
or against the current, and there will be those
delicious times of just drifting in the arms of
what is. Somewhere along the trip you will
come to know that fulfilment and meaning are
yours — it is the gift that has been offered to
you from the beginning, it was only awaiting

regeneration in TCR, remember that you are your receiving. Have a blessed trip!
(The Other Side H E L L Robert H. Kirven
of the Picture.) S.S.R., Newton, Mass.

This is an inherently unpleasant subject.
Perhaps that is why I have not found a point at
which I really want to begin discussing it. But
since I am to start, my opening will be a brief
reminder of some aspects of Swedenborg’s
description of hell which are familiar to most
readers of his works because they seem — at
least at first — to be less unpleasant or
discomforting than the descriptions afforded
by the theories and psychological projections of
writers who have never seen, heard, touched, or
smelled what they write about.

First, hell is not a place, but a condition.
Spiritual conditions (or states of being) that are
similar or different from other conditions
appear in the spiritual world to be near or far
away, just as places are close or distant in our
physical experience. In that appearance, hell is
a long way from heaven. Also, it is a long way
below heaven, because whatever is good or true
appears higher than anything bad or wrong.

Secondly, no one is sentenced, cast, thrown,
or consigned to hell — not by God or any
angel, not by any celestial judge, psychic jury,
or spiritual police. Everyone who lives in hell
enteted that condition out of unrestrictedly free
choice. Everyone who stays in it does so
because no other condition (including heaven)
is as desirable to him or her, or even in fact
bearable.

Thirdly, hell is not a lake of fire in which
souls thrash about in burning agony, poked
from time to time by the pitchforks of horned,
tailed, red devils. There are indeed fires of hell,
but they are evil desires burning within those
who live there.

That fact — that the torments of hell are
internal rather than external — points back
toward the observation that all of this is only
superficially less discomforting than the views
which they replace. The fact that no one (but
yourself) sentences you to hell means there is no
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chance of ‘‘beating the rap;’’ and since no one
throws you in there, there’s no one to let you
out. And since hell is a condition rather than a
place, you don’t get to wait until after death to
‘““go’’ there: if you are ‘‘going to hell’”’ it’s
because you are in that condition already, and
are beginning to find it a more congenial state
of mind and spirit than the heavenly
alternatives which are open to you.

So it turns out that there really is very little
that is pleasant to say about hell. The best thing
I know to say about it is what I just said: the
alternatives to hell are open to you right now.

It would be a pleasant diversion to describe
those alternatives; but since in my own freedom
of choice I have accepted being assigned to hell,
I’1l stick to the subject.

The point about those alternatives, in
discussing the subject of hell, is that they are
always open throughout our physical human
life, but they are never compelling. The evil
condition called hell exerts a continual
influence on each of us, stimulating bad
intentions in us, and suggesting false (but non -
the - less persuasive) rationalizations by which
we can excuse or justify those bad intentions.
Of course, the Lord is continually working
through the heavens to influence us in precisely
opposite ways. Since those conflicting
influences are equally powerful (and God keeps
their power precisely equal), we are not
compelled by either influence, but are left free
to choose which we will accept. And the
important thing to remember about that
freedom, in connection with hell, is that no
hellish temptation is ever irresistable. It may
well seem to be. In fact, many temptations are
considerably stronger than your own power to
resist them: but they are never stronger than the
Lord, who will invincibly help you resist them
any time you ask him, every time you ask him.

So, “The devil made me do it”’ is a comical
excuse only because it is such a false one. The
hells can never make you do anything, unless
you reject the Lord’s proferred help, and accept
the influence from hell.

As for the horrors of hell, so imaginatively
elaborated in sermons and literature to frighten
Christians into paths of righteousness, they are
neither as graphic nor as realistic as what we
know of hell from our own experience. Think
back to moments when you were terribly angry,
desperately lonely, desolated by the feeling that
nothing you were doing was of any real use to
anyone. Then imagine becoming so entrenched
in those feelings that you blocked out all the
loving influences in your experience that

deflect, deflate, and defuse those feelings so
that you never felt any other way. Imagine
further living in a community of kindred spirits
where everyone felt like that all the time, and
“took their feelings out’’ on you as much as
you did on them. Wouldn’t that be hell? That is
hell.

Shifting slightly now, from the subject of hell
to a question about hell, at least historical
mention should be made of the issue that
usually is miscalled ‘‘Eternity of the Hells.”
The real issue, in what I have heard and read
about it, is not whether the hells themselves are
eternal, but whether an individual’s abode in
hell is inescapably so. In other words, can a
spirit’s intentionality ever be changed to permit
something corresponding to our sociologists’
term, ‘‘upward mobility’’?

It may be surprising that such a question is
argued among readers of Swedenborg, for there
are many passages parallel to the sense of
Heaven and Hell 480: ‘‘To eternity, a person
stays the way he is as far as his ruling love or
intention is concerned . . . Changing this
[intention] for a spirit would be taking away or
extinguishing his life.” (A.C. 10, 749, and
T.C.R. 399 are other clear examples.)

So what’s the question? Well, there are three
passages from Spiritual Diary, which I list here
with excerpts:

I desire to state this fact, for I know it to be
true, for I have perceived it, that
many . . . (in hell) have been raised from
hell and torments into heaven, where they
now live . . . (S.D. 288)

[In a large vat in hell] there are none of
those there who perished in the time of the
Flood, but they have been brought out
... and there are those who have been
created anew. (S.D. 286)

Also, S.D. 1497, read in the light of S.D.
1218, indicates that certain spirits remain in a
dungeon in hell, ‘‘for centuries, until their
former life is altered . . . Thus their former life
dies, although still it remains . . . *’ after which
they are enabled by a ‘“superadded gift’’ to live
among angels. It will be noted that this may be
read as complementing H.H. 480, as easily as it
can be read as contradicting it.

Some might question the authority of the
Spiritual Diary, especially in such a weighty
issue, but the line of thought there suggests a
parallel interpretation in A.C. 698 - 9, where
the vastations which precede admission to



heaven are described, but without clear
specification as to whether these occurred in
hell or not; but suggesting, especially in the
beginning of 700, that hell is indeed meant.
Then, in A.C. 967, we read: ‘“Unless it [evil]
could be taken away by means of punishment,
those in whom it exists could not be kept in
some hell to eternity.”’ Since it can be taken
away, does this mean that they are not kept
there?

I said that this is a historical reference. The
research here is not mine, but is selected with
only a few comments of my own from the work
of a Convention minister (S. H. Spencer, Death
and the Future State, Swedenborg Publishing
Association, Germantown, Pa., 1900), who
took an active part in public controversy over
the question around the turn of the century.
The issue is not central to my life at this time,
and I have not felt compelled to reach a firm
conclusion about it.

But I do enjoy interpretive puzzles, and this
is a dandy. So I thought it would a good ending
to an article on hell!

INCARNATION

Out of the realm of ethereal dream
Into the chaos of history

Wisdom divine materialized
Spiritual substance taking form

God - Man appeared

Out of the passion of Love Divine
The rebirth of a world taking form
Oh beautiful joy of celestial spheres
Angelic paeans of praise

Echoing down through aeons of time
He assumed the human frame
Jehovah - God in humble guise
Became our Emanuel.

Clothed in the armor of Truth Divine,
Assaulted the bastions of satanic power,
Restored to man equilibrium

Hope and joy regained.

Battered, tormented, crucified

The Human became Divine

Bore our sorrows, assumed our grief
Rose triumphant over sin

Adored of angels, Savior of men
Our Lord and God and King!

Ednah Richard
Tacoma, Washington

TIME

The New Testament has two words for time:
chronos, which means time in terms of
quantity, measured by minutes, hours, days;
and kairos, which means time as quality. The
English language uses the same word for both.
When we say, ‘““This is a great day!”’ we don’t
mean twenty - four hours; we mean time as
quality.

Time as quality means that there is a
possibility in each moment for change. With
God’s help and our response, things can
change, and change for the better.

Pupi[ Digest

CONSEQUENCES

The coming year cannot be looked forward
to without reference to the past year, and to all
the years before it. It should therefore remind
us of the importance of the present moment.
‘“Every moment of time,’”’” Swedenborg
observed, ‘‘has a series of consequences to
eternity.”’ Each experience serves to determine
and condition every following experience, and
we are — and become more surely and
forever — the sum total of our experiences.
And how many such ‘“‘moments’’ there are in
just one of our days, each with its momentous
experience!

Philadelphia N.C. Bulletin

THE STARTING LINE (cont’d from page 3)

ingredients that generate wealth. Have we in the
New Church been thinking too small? Have we
allowed ourselves to be conditioned by
circumstances and events to thinking small
thoughts and so self - limiting our growth and
accomplishments? The Lord has promised new
life and a New Church to all who are open to
his presence, his power, to his love and truth
that make us his partners in the creating of a
new heaven and a new earth. Surely, there is
wealth unlimited that awaits our reaching out in
trust and without fear.

Mrs. Zacharias and I wish for all Messenger
readers a blessed and ‘‘wealthy’’ New Year.

One of my New Year resolutions? To shorten
my contributions to The Starting Line — a
resolution already in serious trouble.


































































