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BIOGRAPHIES

ADOLPH LIEBERT
(Vice President)

Mr. Adolph T. Liebert is a retired Research Engineer
from the United Engineering and Foundry Company. His
association with the Swedenborgian Church and its
activities includes the office of Vice - President for the
past two years, membership on the General Council,
Board of Managers of the Swedenborg School of Religion,
Past President and current Trustee of the Council of the
Swedenborgian Church in Pittsburgh, Trustee of the
Executive Committee of the Ohio Association and mem-
ber of the Board of Directors of the Swedenborg
Foundation,

ETHEL RICE
(Secretary)

Born in Chicago, Mrs. Rice's earliest Church assoc-
jiations were with the Humboldt Park Parish, a society
established by her grandfather, the Rev. Adolph J.
Bartels.

With her husband, minister of the Cambridge Church,
Mrs, Rice has worked energetically in such widely
separated pastorates as Chicago; Fryeburg, Maine; St.
Paul, Minnesota; and Elmwood, Massachusetts, Her chief
interests are music and Sunday School work,

Mrs. Rice was elected to the post of Recording Secre-
tary in the 1968 Convention held in Windsor, Ontario.

* *

AUGUST A. EBEL
(Treasurer)

Incumbant treasurer completing second one - year
term,

Retired from U.S. Navy with rank of Captain,
Member Washington Society.

Completing seventh year on General Council.
Treasurer of Swedenborg School of Religion,
Member of Board of Trustees of Urbana College.
Age 55 and in good health.

* * *

RICHARD TAFEL, JR.
(General Council)

Dick is the minister of our church at Kemper Road
Center in Cincinnati, Ohio, He has had experience in
church relocation, finance, and building as he led the for-
ced relocation of our church from downtown to Kemper
Road. He has served the Cincinnati church for 14 years.

He has served Convention as a member of the Board of
Missions, L.E.l., Convention Flanning Committees, and
this year's Convention Preacher. He has served the
Council of Ministers as a member of the Ethics Com-
mittee and Interfaith Relations.

Dick has been a moving force in this community in
many endeavors, He was one of the founders of SAVE, a
volunteer organization to help the disadvantaged. He is an
active, running member of the Fire Department and the
Life Squad,
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PAUL GIUNTA
(General Council)

Paul David Giunta, age 37. Confirmed and raised in the
Cambridge Society. A graduate of Boston University and
will also receive a degree from Northeastern University in
June, 1976, in Dental Hygiene.

| have been a restaurant manager, a counterintelligence
agent for the U.S. Army, and a Family relocation officer
for the Cambridge Redevelopment Authority.

Civic interests include neighborhood work, volunteer
work with the Massachusetts Horticultural Society, and
the Boston Symphony. | am an active member of the
Cambridge Society and serve on its Council, and hope to
bring a progressive and compassionate spirit with me to
the General Council if elected.

* * *

JOHN A. HARMS
(Dept. of Publications)

John is President of the Washington Society. He has
been part of the Washington Society ever since 1950
when he married Janet Harlow, a third generation
Swedenborgian, Member of the Church Committee for
many years, and former Sunday School Superintendent.

He is a reporter, writer and editor and noted lecturer
on Washington affairs. Former editor of THE
KIPLINGER AGRICULTURAL LETTER, and national
farm editor of Mutual Broadcasting System, John is now
Senior Editor of THE KIPLINGER WASHINGTON
LETTER, covering White House and Congress, and con-
tributing editor, CHANGING TIMES MAGAZINE.

*

DR. DOROTHEA HARVEY
(B.O.E. and ACAM)

My professional education is in the field of religion
with a B.D. from Union Theological Seminary and a Ph.D.
from Columbia University. My work has been the
teaching of religion and philosophy to college students of
Wellesley College, Milwaukee - Downer College, Lawrence
University, and Urbana College. | am concerned about
effective teaching of religion to present day students, in
work with adults, and in what is going on in education
today. My church and the writings are important to me,
and | think | have something to contribute to the Board
of Education and ACAM.

| was ordained into the Convention ministry in
Urbana, 1975.

* * * *

OLA - MAE WHEATON
(Board of Missions)

Married to Louis Wheaton in 1947 by Rev, Wilfred
Rice. For 25 years a member of Fryeburg New Church, A
former Alliance president, Church trustee, and Parish
Clerk; currently a teacher of teenagers in the Sunday
School and Corresponding Secretary for the Maine Assoc-
jation; and a past secretary of the American New Church
Sunday School Association,

*

A graduate of Fryeburg Academy and the Roosevelt
Hospital School of Nursing in New York City she has kept
active in nursing and in community organizations includ-
ing a recent term as editor for the League of Women
Voters in Maine.

The Wheatons have three grown daughters, a teenage
son and a grandson,
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CARL HECK
(Nominating Committee)

| am 36 years of age, a registered professional engineer
and a member of the Church of the Good Shepherd,
Kitchener, Ontario. | have served on the Church board for
five years, three years as President, and presently | am
Vice - President,

| have served Convention on General Council, as a
team member for evaluation of Bellevue, and a member of
the Research Committee, Consequently, | have had an
opportunity to meet many Convention members and
know something of their abilities and strengths, This
knowledge is necessary in the selection of qualified nom-
inees for the many positions which must be filled each
year, Therefore, | accept the nomination for the Nom-
inating Committee and feel | can do the job well.

* * *

STEWART E. POOLE
(Augmentation Fund)

Past Vice President of Convention,

| have served as:
Chairman of the Augmentation Fund, Trustee of
Urbana College and a member of the Wayfarers’
Chapel Board.

Chairman of the Board of Atlantic Aviation Corp-
oration, Consultant to Henry B. DuPont, and a
director of the Bank of Delaware,

* * *

MARGARET WORCESTER BRIGGS
(ACAM)

Born and bred in a long line of Worcester ministers, 3
of them New Church besides those numerous minister
uncles,

Daughter of Wm. L. of Philadelphia and Cambridge,
who was deeply involved in Convention and Theological
School,

Seventy - five years have seen many changes — some
can be called progress; others retreat from progress, For
the new heaven and earth can, and should, come in many
ways; but the exciting truth from the heaven opened must
lead the way, We have responsibility,

My own experience as long - time Sunday School
teacher and minister’s wife, in four parishes, bears out this
conviction, which is my directive on ACAM.

* * *

CORINNE B. TAFEL
(Board of Managers)

As the wife of a minister and the mother of two
Swedenborgian ministers, graduates of our Theological
School, | have had a long association with most of the
aspects of the ministry — what it means to preach, to
teach, to minister and to love people in the light of our
Church teachings, | feel | would be of help on the Board
of Managers with not only this past knowledge, but with
constructive ideas of how to help and encourage
theological students and to implement the curriculum of
the School so as to train the best possible ministers for
our Church,

| was born in Stratford, Ontario, graduated from
Urbana Junior College and the University of Michigan,
and have been active in the life of the New Jerusalem

Church in Philadelphia. | have served on many Boards and
Committees in Convention, giving me a wide knowledge
of the lay side of the Church as well, With this knowledge
and interest in two sides of the Church, the clergy and the
needs of the laity, | feel qualified to serve on the Board of
Managers, if you should so care to elect me.

* * *

PAT ZACHARIAS
(Board of Managers)

Urbana, Ohio, is my ‘‘hometown’”. My first contact
with the New Church was as a member of a Sunday
School class taught by Mrs, James in the stone church in
Urbana, Later Paul and | were married in that same
church after meeting at Urbana College.

All my life | have been involved in the work of an
active parish, | have a practical, down - to - earth view of
the ministry which | feel could be helpful in serving on
the Board of Managers.

* * *

F. ROBERT TAFEL
(Board of Managers)

| was ordained in Philadelphia in 1964, | now serve as
the minister of the National Church, residing with my
wife, Mareta, and daughters Kathleen and Jennifer in
Alexandria, Virginia.

I was “’born in the church,” grew up in it, and continue
to serve it. As a fifth generation Swedenborgian minister,
| am proud of my “goodly heritage.” | love my church,
enjoy serving it, and envision great possibilities for service,

| owe much to our Church’s camp and L.E.l.
programs: | remember Camp Chatauqua, as a toddler;
Almont Summer School, in my teens; and L.E.I., having
been a participant at its very first session.

| learned much during my first five years of ministry at
the San Diego Church. This prepared me for work in a
team ministry with the Rev. Dick Tafel, Jr. at Kemper
Road Center for Religious Development near Cincinnati,
Ohio.

| have served as Secretary of the Council of Ministers,
on the Council’s Committee on Worship, and on Con-
vention’s Nominating Committee. I've served as Camp
Minister and Camp Director for Split Mountain Camp.

| have given considerable thought to accepting the
nomination to serve on the Board of Managers of the
Swedenborg School of Religion. | wish to serve
Convention, and feel it is in this capacity that | can
contribute most,

* * *

DON LOVELL
(Board of Managers)

| am an engineering executive for The Boeing Com-
pany, With the people | daily interface, | strive to be part
of an environment of concerned love and meaning. This is
an important ministry in my life,

Presently, | am president of the Board of Trustees of
the Church of the Good Shepard in Bellevue. | have been
involved with the church for 16 years; including monthly
meetings and work shops at McNeil Island Federal Prison
and three years on faculty of LEI. \

I am in my last year as a member of General Council
and a Director of WEYS for 1976. | have a deep concern
for the future goals and challenges of our church.



The Starting Line

The experiences of the 1976 Philadelphia
Convention now await us. We eagerly anticipate
this opportunity for renewal, this opportunity to
bring into sharper focus the dimensions of the
Lord’s work among us. This is a privilege indeed.
We return this year to the place of our beginnings
and for a few brief days we live in the reflection of
that spirit which began the New Church movement
on this continent.

Let us dip our oar into the stream of history
out of which the New Church emerged. In her
book, The New Church in the New World,
Marguerite Block writes, ‘“The beginning of the
New Church in the New World was the arrival of
James Glenn in Philadelphia in the early summer
of 1784. He came a self - appointed apostle of the
new religion...” On the evening of June 5, he
delivered a lecture at Bell’s Book - Store and he
chose for a title, “The Science of Celestial and
Terrestial Connections and Correspondences.” (A
stout - hearted man, he was!) Among those at-
tracted by this title was Mr. Francis Bailey who
soon became a forthright and courageous spokes-
man for the New Church.

“He (Bailey) learned printing from Peter Miller,
owner of the famous Ephrata Press on which the
Declaration of Independence and the Continental
money was printed . . .He was printer to the State
of Pennsylvania, editor and publisher of the
Freeman’s Journal, and a close friend of his
fellow - printer, Benjamin Franklin...In 1787
Bailey undertook the ambitious project of publish-
ing the works of Swedenborg as the best method
of spreading the doctrine.”

Those were good days for the New Church in
America. Across the stage moved such illustrious
figures as John Young, (a youthful lawyer who
became the Presiding Judge of Western
Pennsylvania), who was married to Maria Barclay
by the Rev. Nicholis Collin of Old Swedes Church.
Rev. Collin had known Swedenborg during his
student days at Upsala University.

Further, there was William Schlatter who, *“con-
ceived the brilliant idea of sending out books gratis
in bales of cloth to his customers all over the
country, and even to India . . .”There was the Rev.
Jacob Duche, the Anglican clergyman, appointed
by Samuel Adams to be chaplain of Congress. The
Rev. Duche was forced to flee to England upon
the rejection of his letter to George Washington
urging that the colonies remain loyal to England.
In 1790, he returned to America, identified him-
self with the New Church and traveled “through
many parts, preaching the doctrines.”
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Eric Zacharias

Then, as a prairie grass fire leaps forward, as its
sparks are blown by the wind, so the New Church
spread to Boston, Baltimore, New York and
jumped across the Alleghenies into the middle
west and the south. The converts were of strong
character and often found themselves in
controversy, not only with the world outside the
New Church but also within the Church. The
Philadelphia membership, we read, was zealously
missionary minded and entered into the
propagation of the doctrines with much energy.
The Boston membership, it was alleged, was con-
cerned more with the need for personal re-
generation. This led Mr. Schlatter of Philadelphia
to write, “They (Boston) have no zeal and are cold
as frogs. 1 never saw anything like piety about
them, and their sphere is chilling. They only
preach once on the Lord’s Day, and that only in
the afternoon.”

The first Convention of the New Church
assembled in Philadelphia in May, 1817, and it was
here that the Rev. John Hargrove of Baltimore, the
first person to be ordained into the New Church
ministry in America, assumed the office of the
presidency. This year, we assemble in Convention
for the 30th time in Philadelphia. Thus, our link
with history is strongly forged.

A reading of the early history of the New
Church indicates that one of the primary uses
carried on by the Church was the propagation of
the doctrines. This use was entered into with
abundant energy and in a spirit that was alive with
the sense of discovery. The ministers and laymen
alike were converts who, oftentimes, at great
sacrifice to themselves and their families, felt that
the times demanded that they charter a course
that led to a Church that was truly NEW. It was
not easy. They accepted the Lord’s promise of a
New City descending from heaven, they were
challenged by this reality, and they gave them-
selves without reserve to the building of the
foundation upon which the Church, historically,
stands today.

Now, in the spirit of our forbearers, we strive to
meet the challenge of our times. Life moves on.
Circumstances change and the events of 20th
century America lead us in new directions, but the
essential call is the same: “And I saw a new heaven
and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first
earth were passed away . . .Behold, the tabernacle
of God is with men, and he will dwell with them,
and they shall be his people, and God himself shall
be with them, and be their God’” Rev. 21.
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the¢ Meod of °46

It seems clear we are witnessing a rare political
phenomenon which may in due time give real
meaning to the American bicentennial after all.

This is the relatively sudden explosion of
former Georgia Gov. Jimmy Carter onto the
American political scene. With amazing swiftness
Carter has emerged the leading, and perhaps, sole,
contender for the Democratic nomination for
President in 1976. This man almost literally came
out of “nowhere” in late winter and shot to the
top of a formerly crowded field of better - known
Democratic Presidential hopefuls in about three
months.

Carter won the opening event in the political
caucus - and - primary convention delegate
selection process January 19 in Iowa caucus and
became undisputed front-runner by April 27,
standing amid the rubble of liberal contenders. He
now stands alone as the most liberal of viable can-
didates running in either party — which, by the
way, reflects the conservative mood of the country
today.

The technical secret of Carter’s success is a vis-
ion plus planning plus dedication plus constant
hard, hard work still going on. It all began in 1972
when some young political types plotted to trans-
form the relatively obscure Georgia governor into
a Presidential candidate by 1976. They and Jimmy
Carter stuck to the plan all the way. How they did
it in itself is a fascinating story for another time.

What’s important now is the fact that the plan
succeeded and Carter is indeed not only a
Presidential candidate, but he is almost certain to
become the nominee of the Democratic Party at
the New York convention July 12. And now it is
even thinkable that Jimmy Carter can be elected
President of the United States in November —
considering the difficulty President Ford is having
with former California Gov. Ronald Reagan.

How did all of this happen? Is Carter REAL? It
was precisely to get answers to such questions that
I joined Jimmy Carter’s campaign during the week
immediately preceding the key Pennsylvania prim-
ary. Not only was I personally curious, but as a
journalist for the leading newsletter in the
country, I needed to evaluate Carter for our
readers.

Starting in Pittsburgh, from 6 a.m. every morn-
ing until 8 — 9 p.m., I went everywhere in the
States with him in the company of other media
people. A hectic pace of handshaking at the morn-
ing change of shifts at the Homestead steel mill,
down into a western Pa. coal mine, endless radio -
TV interviews and talk shows and interviews,
speeches to Pittsburgh and Philadelphia blacks,
Harrisburg senior citizens, speeches and more

Politics The Religious Equation
by John Harms, Senior Editor,
The Kiplinger Washington Letter

handshaking through blue - collar crowds in
Wilkesbarre, Scranton, Redding. On and on, 17
hours a day. A blur of events that finally yielded
some answers on Jimmy Carter.

Yes, Carter has been campaigning for over a
year. Yes, he had set up efficient political organ-
izations in early primary and caucus states. Yes, he
is never more than a remarkable 5-10 minutes
behind schedule. And yes, he makes a fine speech,
kisses the babies, does a lot of handshaking and
shows all the other peculiarities of a stumping
politician. But he does those things better than
most — and he has some extra help.

As we walked along the streets of Scranton, I
asked several women why they liked Jimmy
Carter. Invariably the answer came back: “He
looks like Jack Kennedy.” And indeed he does
now and then if you look closely, and it’s
probably cultivated, although there’s some natural
likeness. And Carter relates especially good on
one - on - one contact as he goes through crowds
shaking hands and saying, “Y’all vote for me. . .I
need your help.” There’s a warmth that people
seem to catch, and never mind the drawl.

And 1 asked other people on the streets if
Carter was specific enough on the issues, because
his opponents and the press are hounding him on
that. One man in Scranton square seemed to sum
up what others were saying: ‘“‘Carter is telling the
people just what they want to hear and no
more — if he told more, he might lose some sup-
port.”

So after all the criticism of too little specificity,
it seems as if Carter is more tuned to this year’s
voter than any other candidate. The proof is being
chalked up in the ballot box. This is why you
probably will seldom see Jimmy Carter become
more specific on the issues — although there were
times when I've seen him become very specific.

That’s one reason for his broad support — his
“giving the people only so much as they want to
know.” With that he cuts across the spectrum —
from the conservative Republican woman who
says he’s got something special, over to the liberal
Democrats such as Sen. Birch Bayh of Indiana, and
the man in the street who yells, “we need a
Christian in the White House.” He gets the blue
collar workers, the intellectuals, and he gets the
blacks, oh how he gets the blacks. The black com-
munity is overwhelming in support of this rich
“peanut farmer” from the deep South. He has a
special personal appeal to them, he speaks their
language, uses such words as ‘“love”, ‘“pride”,
“‘aspirations’’, and never mind the specifics or the
miscues such as ‘“‘ethnic purity”, which they for-
gave.



Well, those are some observations of the exter-
nal ebb and flow surrounding the man Carter. This
sets the stage for some conclusions jotted down in
my notebook — reflections on the journalistic
facts and impressions.

The truth about Jimmy Carter as I see it is that
he is touching on the innermost aspirations and
yearnings of the American people in 1976. He has
his finger not only on the pulse, but more than
that, he seems to have some mystic insight or
connection with the “inner man” of the American
body politic. To illustrate, think of the difference
between physicians. Some are simply pulse takers,
test makers and pill givers, hence technicians.
Others are pulse takers and diagnosticians. To be
an acute diagnostician of anything takes something
special, a higher order —for a true diagnostic
physician has a “feel” for the total inner person.
By my observation, Jimmy Carter turns out to be
a superb diagnostician.

His diagnoses is that the American people are
weary of years of torment, turmoil and self -
flagelation, which began with the assassination of
President Kennedy in 1963. His diagnosis is that
the people want a respite, peace and quiet — from
the long stretch of horror — killing of Martin
Luther King, Jr.,, Robert Kennedy, attempt on
Gov. Wallace’s life, so painfully evident still. Plus
Vietnam, its violence, riots in the streets, the over-
wash of drugs, the loosening of morals. And
busing, shock of Watergate, a disgraced President,
a felonious Vice - President, an appointed
President, a pardoned disgraced President by an
appointed President. And other searing controver-
sies that tore us apart, such as busing and pro or
con abortion.

Indeed the polls showed the American people
to be ‘“down” as late as last January. The Joint
Economic Committee of Congress held a hearing
of all pollsters in the country — reporting that
“American optimism is declining, people seem to
be losing their confidence in the future.” “There is
almost no confidence in the government.” “Little
trust in big business.” ‘“Ideology is dead”, even.
The Cambridge Report finds “no difference in op-
inions of those who call themselves liberal or con-
servative — their opinions differ no more than
10%.”
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And then the Harris poll talked of the “crisis of
the American spirit.” This is seen in some
quarters — including Carter’s —as a backlash
against “two decades of relentless social and tech-
nological change.” Recently New York Magazine
came down saying what others perceive as a
political crisis in America today — “Carter sees as a
spiritual crisis.”

More specifically, Carter sees present day
America in the grips of a “breakdown of religion,
the loss of a comprehensible moral frame-
work — or rules — as perhaps the United States’
overriding crisis.”’

It is my own evaluation from seeing Carter at
work first hand and talking with him and his
people — that religion is the primary propellant in
Jimmy Carter’s political skyrocket to super-
political status. Religion may not be what’s called
“an issue” yet (though that may come), but it is
the single most powerful factor in Carter’s embrac-
ing by a large segment of the people.

He has the style of an evangelist — low key, but
it’s unmistakable. And it’s- compelling to the
listener. As Rod MacLeish points out, “His
evangelical aura, scorned though it may be by pro-
fessional politicians, lends credence to his now
familiar benediction: ‘“We need a government that
is as good as our people.”

There is reason to believe that Jimmy (James
Earl) Carter sees himself and his mission as a
healer — a healer of what has been called “sick
America.” A mystical binder of wounds, hoping to
disprove once and for all the notion that “God is
dead.” Even Sen. George McGovern, who won’t
support Carter for President, told me the other
day he thought Carter may be looked on as an
‘““absolver” — helping absolve Americans of their
Vietnam “‘guilt.” % e

( Conclusion of article on
Page 125 )

Jobn Harms

TAPING MY RELIGION.....

One busy day in 1974, the telephone at the
Foundation was jangling as usual, but one of the
conversations stopped everything:

“May I speak to Darrell Ruhl please?”
“This is he.”

“Oh, hello. This is Lillian Gish and I just
called to say that I would be delighted to
read this beautiful book that you sent me.
Helen Keller was a magnificent person.”

This was the call that I had hoped for, waited for,
but really did not expect. Let me relate the back-
ground.

Helen Keller’'s My Religion was recorded many
years ago as a talking book for the blind, but the
stock was long exhausted. Seeking to fill that void,
we discussed a new recording many times. I re-
commended to Mrs. Branston, our Manager, that
this time we should have a woman reading the






















































