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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

The New Church Theological School has changed
its location (to 48 Sargent St., Newton) and its
name ¢o Swedenborg School of Religion), and
old "48 Quincy St.,'" the school's Cambridge
home for so many years, is not to be out-done:
it's changing location and name, too. It is
moving sedately, if laboriously, across two
streets and a little way down the block, to be-
come the Harvard University Preacher's Resi-
dence, facing Memorial Hall from the north
side of Kirkland instead of from the east side
of Quincy. Where it once stood, and future
Swedenborgian ministers were taught, the new

Harvard School of Desi gn will train architects.

The beginning of the move, shown here in pic-
tures taken just at press-time, has a wistful
sadness for me, personally. I lived there
longer thanIever lived continuously at one ad-
dress before in my life. I worked there, was
happy there, made some of my deepest, life-
time comm itments there. I loved the place.
Even though I knew it had been moved once in
its life before I met it, it had a feeling of age-
less permanence and '"'rightness' about it. Now
it's comingapartat the seams. The bathroom
of my old apartment stands exposed because

one wall has started to move away across the
yard. Doors thatI used towalkthrough so
casually, now lead to a sheer fall. It's sad.

Now, a couple of years and many changes have
gone by since that building was my home or my
school; our new schoolbuilding is so much bet-
ter suited to our needs that it feels luxurious,
and my home by the sea is a richly exciting
place to live; but still I feel a melancholy fas-
cination with the way '"Old 48" is coming apart.
I'm sad.

Many of us have similar experiences in various
aspects of our church life. The church, of
course, is in us--not in any of the forms or
settings which symbolize it for us- -and its
vitality and future depend upon our individual
and personal commitments to its Lord. As we
grow, and keep up with the world we live in,
some of the forms and settings we have loved
with all the intensity of our love for the church,
no longer serve as they once did. Though we,
and the church, have gone beyond them, it still
is sad to see them come apart, and be aban-
doned.

That's all right; it should be sad. Sadness,
however, is not retreat or failure. Sadness is
one of the many coins with which the price of
life and growth must be paid.

Robert H. Kirven
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