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Lietters to the Editor

Dear Sir:

Icanonly saythat I was ashamed and dismayed
to read the letters to the Editor in the February
issue of the Messenger. I pray to God these
letters do not truly represent the opinions and
feelings of the majority of Convention people
re: the present conflict in Vietnam.

Inmy opinion it is the most barbarous, immoral
conflict ever to disgrace God's good earth. And
it's all based upon a so-called "treaty'" drawn
up with a corrupt, puppet regime, a piece of
paper that isn't worth the life of one American
or Viet Cong soldier. At first, when I read the
letters in the February issue, I could scarcely
believe my eyes. Here were Christian people
saying that communism was spawned in hell...
thatall the '"bad guys'' live in Russia and China,
and the ''good guys' live in America ... that
God is obviously on the side of United States in
this conflict...and that peace will only come
when communism is wiped off the map. I would
suggest that these people are living in a fantasy
world, one which, if persisted in by American
leadership, is goingto eventually destroy much
of the material world. I can see it all now in
Washington, New York, Moscow, Peking... all
in ruins ... an army major crawlsout of an
ICBM silo in Colorado and mutters (as did an

army major when he viewed the remains of the
provincial city of Ben Tre last week), "It be-
came necessary to destroy the city to save it."
And apparently he was quite serious. At the
present time about 20% of the people in Vietnam
are homeless; about 5% have been wounded or
killed. Indue course all the people will be dead.
Then we will have won a glorious victory. And
the incredible thing is that communism will be
as strong as ever in southeast Asia. You can-
not stop an idea withbullets and napalm. It may
be that the people in that part of the world
actually want to live under some form of social-
ism or communism. Why not let them choose
their own destiny ? What gives America the
right to '"police'" the entire world? Howthe
mighty have fallen!

This last point hurts most of all. I've always
admired the United States as a shining example
of fair-play, integrity, freedom and responsi-
bility in world affairs. To see her caught up in
this bloody, senseless morass is sad beyond
description.

Andunfortunately, the reaping of the whirlwind
is still to come.
Paul Zacharias
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Dear Sir:

Letme say first of all thatI found the November
and December issues of the Messenger especi-
ally interesting — both as to subject matter and
variety of points of view.

Thank you especially for publishing the fine
article by Bronson Clarkin November. After
many years of experience and service with the
American Friends Service Committee, Bronson
Clarkhasmuchof value to tellus. It seems that
many people are still unaware of the wonderful
way that the Quakers are really carryingout
the teachings of the Christian religion into daily
living all over the world.

I find it difficult to understand why so many
members of Christian churches seem to be so
ready to believe that the world's problems can
be solved by military means — especially now
with the frightening development of modern
atomic weapons. Do the teachings of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ have so little depth of
meaning for us?
Elisabeth Randall

Dear Sir:

Many thanks to guest editor E,O, Martin for
sharing the splendid article '"Vietnam: A Way
Out" by Bronson Clark in the November issue.

If we are to help establish the new church in the
world which means, among other things, new
creative relationships among all people, we
must be consciously attempting to find con-
structive, loving ways to examine and deal with
the awesome problems facing mankind today.

It is imperative that the means be consistent
with the ends. Any other course not only
diminishes the ends but may corrupt them be-
yond recognition.

We've been slow to see that a 'new heaven and
a new earth" require a total upheaval of old
attitudes and behavior plusa humble search for
underlying causes of disorder.

Mrs. John W. Saul

Dear Sir:

Becauselenjoy the Messenger much more than
I ever did before you were Editor, I thought I
should write and tell you so!

Its alive — and also reassuring that there is a
younger generation of ministers who are carry-
ing on the work of giving more vitality to the
doctrines, and a more understanding way of
getting them across to the people. Today's
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problems are faced, and discussed and the
entire contents are interesting and worthwhile.
Yours js a job well done.

Dorothy C. Carter

Dear Sir:

Some of the responses to the Bronson Clark
article on Vietnam distress me.I am distressed
whenever I learn that Christians, especially
Swedenborgians who while worshipping a God of
love, and experiencing the presence of the Lord
during communion, do atthe same time support
the destruction of a mass of human beings in a
little country far away.

We have a contradiction to solve. On one hand
we proclaim as holy the ten commandments and
the principles of the New Testament spoken and
exemplified by the Lord. These are accepted
as the right guide to a progressive and harmon-
ious human race,

On the other hand when national crisis arises,
we decide that observing the principles of the
N.T, literally would be an invitation to the
enemy to take over. We mustresortto violence,
a principle carried over from primitive bar-
barism and kill those wicked people who would
get us if we didn't get them first.

Accordingly our present administration has
already sent over sixteen thousand of our best
young men to their death and caused the wound-
ing of over a hundred thousand, many of them
crippled for life without any definite statement
of purpose. Are we fighting to establish a favor-
able government in South Vietnam, fighting to
contain China, or fighting for some reason not
revealed by the administration? ....

The present war becomes very real when it
reaches into your own family. One of my
Grandsons was recently drafted. The boy is
quite sensitive, is an excellent student and
morally well adapted. According to the last
word from him he is practicing thrusting a
bayonette into the stomach of a dummy with the
understood object of later thrusting a bayonette
into the stomach of a.live boy as innocent as my
Grandson himself, only drafted on the other
side. This kind of training makes mockery of
every Sunday school lesson I ever taught to my
youngsters.

I firmly believe that the world is so created that
human love governed by reason can establish a



progressive harmonious human society. What

we need now is enough individuals who choose

to rise above an emotional state of mind and

apply the principles of our Lord and Savior.
Henry K. Peters

Dear Sir:

Having just read your 'State of the Church"
article, I wish to commend you for your pene-
trating and forward thinking analysis. I do not
feel that we should be at all discouraged by our
small size, for I am sure that the "Church
Universal' that Swedenborg speaks ofis much
larger than we imagine., We know from our
doctrines that the New Heavens are growing in
size and power, with the effect of bringing to all
the churches an awakened sense of mission and
urgency for change. Being somewhat isolated, I
have been attending a Methodist church where I
find much self-examination going on. The
church is awakening to the need of finding new
ways of expressing Christian love in the life of
society. They believe that Christians should be
deeply concerned and involved in areas such as
slum clearance, improving race relations, and
in exploring avenues toward world peace.

Christian ways are peacefulways, and I believe
that war is basically evil and brings only dis-
aster to those who participate in it. I want to
especially commend you for including in the
November issue the very excellent article by
Bronson Clark entitled "Vietnam — a Way Out"'.
I was thrilled to read it as it was in harmony
with my own thinking on the subject. I was sorry
to see two letters in opposition to this article
in the January issue.

Itis true that we must not fear conflict. But it
must be expressed in loving ways. We must
become involved in solving our world's pressing
problems, deeply concerned that truth and
justice prevail. This is a wonderful New Age
and we must be ready to take our part in it as
a church.
Ednah E. Richard

Dear Sir:

Perhaps I shall not stand alone among your
readers in saying it was a surprise and dis-
appointment that a lengthy extract from Prof.
Ernest Benz' biography of Swedenborg was
chosen as your leading article in January,
evidently intended as the birthday number.

Despite the German scholar's somewhat com-
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prehensive knowledge of his subject's writings,
and generally affirmative attitude, his real
interest, as with Signe Toksvig's, seems always
to lie in what for a better term one may call
the "spiritualistic' realm.

"Mystic," "seer," '"visionary'"are liberally
sprinkled throughout the published selections
all of which conjure up to the uninitiated reader
a suave turbaned soothsayer gazing into his
crystal ball,

As having had a small hand in the public re-
lations and "evidence' work of our organization
the past 40 years, I and others have assiduous-
ly endeavoredto allay those beliefs concerning
Swedenborg, and more than one encyclopedia
and biographer have amended their listings in
the face of cogent explanations.

One can argue indefinitely as to who or what a
"mystic'" really is, introducing say Joan of Arc
or St. Francis of Assissi, yet inevitably the
turbaned crystal gazer in the modern scene will
intrude upon the general public's vision.

It was most regretable, too, that in editing or
preparing No, 15inthe article, you overlooked
deleting or challenging Dr. Benz' completely
erroneous, not to say derogative, statement
that Swedenborg came to ''the conclusion that
the Christian Gospel would be accomplished in
his person,"
Leslie Marshall

Dear readers:

In the following short article, I would like to
make known my uneasiness experienced after
reading Professor Benz' theses about E.
Swedenborg, which was published in the January
issue of the Messenger. I am uneasy becausel
didnot find any commentary on the New Church
after his surprising '"Conclusion'.

Being in a position tomeet the editor of this
journal everyday, I communicated my feelings
to him. And if I understood correctly what he
said to me, the absence of commentary is due
only to his concern for freedom of thought,
allowing the reader's attention to be held
throughout. The reader must be able to judge
the value of words before him by himself.

Indeed, I entirely share this opinion, but it
seems to me that our freedom can and must be
exercised within a context of free choice, and
for there to be a free choice it is necessary for
us to have two opinions at our disposal within
any given debate.



An opinion of a man (as the case is here), who
is not related to the New Church was given the
right to contest the entire veracity of Sweden-
borg's Writings. Certain people among us have
been called by the Lord to be Shepherds of his
flock. These Shepherds must show the way.
They must proceed before the flock, leadingit
toward the greenest pasture. Clearly they must
indicate what they deem the best teachings to
those who are under their care.

To tell the truth, my uneasiness is primarily
caused by the fifteenth thesis of this article.
Indeed a genuine man of the New Church can't
read it without a heart-pang, and I think it is
for this reason that one strictly New Church
opinion would be necessary to bring another
conclusion to this affirmation. Our entire free-
dom should rest in our choice of either accept-
ingorrejecting Professor Benz' opinion. This
is why I feel that to render such a modern
interpretation of Swedenborg without any
commentary injures our freedom.

We can, for instance, ask ourselves if by this
behaviour people do not lead us toward a new
way of understanding Swedenborg. In my opinion
it was, on the contrary, necessary to put the
reader openly in the face .of New Church mem-
bership responsibility, and give him sufficient
warning.

It is important to help the reader distinguish
between those paragraphs which are cheerful
and those which are afflicting, rather thanto
let him take the risk of losing his way in the
tortuous paths of certain interpretations of
Swedenborg's Writings.

I am afraid that in our days and under the
pretext of freedom of thought, one certain form
of ministry is beginning to die, the form which
consists in saying to others: Take heed here it
is dangerous. This ministry has been willed by
the Lord. From my point of view, it is not
sufficient to inform people, itis also necessary
to help them understand. Someone taken up into
the whirlwind of everyday life, can be only
more or less disposed to meditate upon this
article.

To illustrate my point, some people in the New
Church will actually say that Swedenborg lacks
Christian humility and that he has been a victim
of his own system. Is not there a danger here?

The members of the New Church are adult but
they need help to see more clarification in the
whirling of actual ideas. Those how go to
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Church and who meet their Pastor can be en-
lightened about such things as Benz' article,
but the others, the isolated who have no other
contact with the New Church other than journals
need commentary to help them see issues more
clearly.

Is it not true that these isolated folks are in a
a position of being troubled ? Is their confidence
toward Swedenborg and his Mission not being
shaken ?

Itis thesemenlI think about, when I regretfully
see that a commentary has not been joined to
this article. The commentary could have been
only two verses from the Word, for example:
Psalm 118, v 23-4, This is Jehovah's doing; it
is marvelous inour eyes. This is the day which
Jehovah hathmade; we will rejoice and be glad
in it.

Claude Bruley

SSR Student from France

THE MESSENGER'S APPEAL
WHAT PRICE A “FREE" PRESS?

The Messenger is free to members of the
Swedenborgian Church, but somebody pays the
bills. Who ? The Convention — i.e., you mem-
bers of the Swedenborgian Church, who get it
free. The Messenger is one of the services of
the church to its members, which means it is
one of the costs for which financial support
from members is required.

An appeal for support for the general work of
the Swedenborgian Church has been mailed to
allmembers. This is a supplementary appeal,
by, in and for The Messenger: your support of
the magazine and its distribution to all mem-
bers will be gratefully accepted and seriously
appreciated by the Editor and the Treasurer
alike.

Send checks to The Messenger, c/o Chester T.
Cook, Box 215, Deer Isle, Maine

CONVENTION, 1068

mark your calendar

JUNE 27-30

at Windsor College, Windsor,
Ont. (just across the
Ambassador Bridge from Detroit).
Room & Board, only $7.75 per day
Excellent facilities for housing
& meetings
An interesting and smooth-
running convention being
prepared for you by
your Detroit hosts




































