E MESSE!

OCTOBER 1966

BUILDING PROJECTS

Entrance of the new Boston Church in ""Bostonview'

READ ALL ABOUT IT! BIG CHURCH BUILDING BOOM! (Letter from the Editor, p. 147)
BOSTON (p. 149)! CAMBRIDGE ! COLORADO SPRINGS (p. 151)!! NEWTON (p. 153)!
URBANA (p. 154)! EXTRA, ADDED FEATURES ! NOVEMBER CALENDAR
(and other notes -- p. 146)! AQUEDUCT PAPERS - IV: "The Railroad Accident" (p. 156) !
STATISTICAL NOTICES (p. 159)! READ ALL ABOUT IT -- IN THE MESSENGER!
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NOVEMBER CALENDAR
Oct. 29 Middle Atlantic Association meeting in
Wilmington, Delaware.

Nov. 3 President's Visit to Colorado Springs
Nov. 4,5 Board Managers of Wayfarers Chapel
meeting in Portuguese Bend, California.
Nov. 6 Meeting to Arrange January Planning

Conference in Bellevue, Washington.
Nov. 6 Baptism of David Immanuel, grandson of
Richard Tafel, Sr(son of Harvey and Judy)
Nov. 18 Golden Eagle Award for "Wayfarer"
film in Washington, D.C.
Unscheduled as yet for November:
General Council's Research Committee in
Philadelphia.
1967 Convention Program Committee in
Kitchener, Ontario, Canada.

SOCIETY NOTE

From Sausalito, California comes word
that Mr. Frank Perry Greene of that city, re-
cently traveled to Stockholm for a wedding cere-
mony uniting him with Miss Barbro Swedenborg,
daughter of Colonel and Mrs. Valdemar Eman-
uel Swedenborg, direct descendants of, as the
newspaper says, ""Emanuel Swedenborg, 18th
Century Swedish scientist and theologian who
founded the Swedenborgian Church (Church of
the New Jerusalem)'.

After a honeymoon in Europe, the couple is
making their first home in Sausalito.
G

LETTER FROM A.N,C.L.

On August 24, 1966, I sent out a letter to all
New Church ministers over the country, asking
them to send me an address list of all leagues
in their church. I would also like a reply if your
church does not have a league. This is very
important because it concerns the League Pin
and Journal.

The following churches have not replied: El
Cerrito, California; Washington, D, C.; Chicago
and Des Plaines, Illinois; La Porte, Indiana;
Pretty Prairie, Kansas; Portland, Maine; Balti-
more, Maryland; Farmouthport, Mass.; De-
troit, Michigan; Gulfport, Mississippi; St.
Louis, Missouri; New York; Cleveland and Glen-
dale, Ohio; Philadelphia and Pittsburg, Penn. ;
and Bellevue, Washington.

I would like to thank all those who did reply
and remind those that haven't. What is needed
in ANCLis correspondence and this is what I am
striving for.

Sincerely,
Ernest A. Ekberg
ANCL President

(Note: In churches that have no minis-
ter, surely someone can drop a note to
Ernie. The League needs at least this
much support, and the church needs the
League. RHK)
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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

The theme of The Messenger for October is building. In Boston, Cambridge, Colorado Springs,
Newton, New York and Urbana, building in or related to the churchis either in progress, or so
newly completed that the dedication took place only this month.

It's exciting. Bigyellow machines growl around the holes they make in the earth, hammers bang
and saws whine, painters create their always surprising transformations from mess to show place.
Out of incredible confusionandinterminable delays, stacks of blue prints turn into rooms full of
building committee members gleefully playing with switches and knobs, and gazing rapt with wonder
at what they had been expecting all along but never quite believed til it happened.

Boston. To appreciate the extent of the Boston story, remember that it took place not only in
Boston, but at the very summit of Beacon Hill. More than it is a location, Beacon Hill is a way of
life in which change is an unfamiliar trespasser. Blue glass windows, imported by mistake and
accepted only because colonial America had no glass makers, now are treasured ornaments in
Beacon Hill homes where they have been for a couple of centuries. On Beacon Hill, "We've always
done it, " or "We've never done it,' is reason enough for almost anything.

It was on top of Beacon Hill that a group of Swedenborgians, many of them tied to the past by per-
sonal memories of the beginnings of this century and the end of the last, tore down a century-old
church andreplaced it with an 18-story apartment building. The old sanctuary was imposingly ornate
(and even those who felt it was too ornate had to respect its strength of character). The new chapel,
like the apartment tower that scrapes the sky above it, is functional and stark. The old church was
far too big, except for a handful of eventsin its century of use. The new chapel is conservative in its
expectations of numbers.The old building included an assembly room, stage, pastor'sstudy, parlor,
rest rooms andkitchen; the new building has these facilities, plus a church office, library, nursery,
and apartment house lobby on the first two of its 18 floors.

The change is startling -- especially on Boston's Beacon Hill--and it was not easily achieved.
There were months and months of sub-committee, committee, and Society meetings; deep and power-
ful personal feelings masked as reasoned and objective judgments; more months of negotiations with
contractors, with city, state and federal bureaucracies; objections from members, objections from
friends, objections from Beacon Hill's lovers of old buildings. There was the investment--and, to
some extentof course, the risk--of the church's endowed capital. To some, that was an overwhelm-
ingdeterrent; to some it was "only money. " But endowed funds are a link between the past when they
were given, and the future which they assure in some respects, and as such they have human value
whichmust be taken as seriously as their financial worth. Besides, such funds are a trust, and is an
18-story "modern colonial" tower what they were entrusted for ? The relation between Bostonview

(the name of the apartment house) and the life and future of the Boston Church of the New Jerusalem
can be shown from argument but not from precedent; and precedent is important when dealing with the
past, especially on Beacon Hill.

It was a tough job, but they finished it. A common vision of purpose brought many particular
visions of details into harmony or satisfactory compromise. If working too hard frayed tempers
occasionally, it welded some friendships, too. The building has been dedicated, and is in use. A pro-
fessional survey of the neighborhood and of the program of the church is nearing completion. By next
fall, Boston will have a new full-time minister, Mr. George McCurdy. One day, if the financial in-
vestment pays the expected returns, Boston will have a strong financial base for an imaginative pro-
gramof service, and a building unique among church buildings--one that supports the program of the
church rather than continually sapping its financial resources.

Sothere is Bostonview. Rising steeply, high above the summit of high, steep Beacon Hill, it
suggests excitement.

Cambridge. The chapel left by the Theological School for the use of the Cambridge congregation
was something less than complete after the School's main building was no longer available for use as
a parishhouse. To meet the needs of a long-range program developed by the congregation, the School
built a two-story wing on the north side of the chapel, providing all necessary facilities, an attrac-
tive opening onto Kirkland Street facing the William James Center for Behavioral Sciences. Modern
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