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A MESSAGE FROM I have enjoyed the work, and I thank
THE REV. BJORN JOHANNSON all the readers for their help and cooperation.
Many of you have not always been in accord
with my policies and methods, but you have
always been tolerant and charitable about it.
My endeavor has been to make this publica—
tion representative of the best thinking in our
church, whether that was in agreement with
my own opinion or not. How well I have suc—
ceeded in this is not for me to judge.

My successor, Dr. Robert Kirven, is
fully equipped to assume the editorship. I am
certain that he will do a good job. I ask all
readers and those who hold the MESSENGER
dear to give him their support.

There are so many who should have my
thanks, that there is not space for all their
names. But I must personally mention a few.
My sincere thanks to my predecessor, the
Rev. Leslie Marshall, for whose advice and
help I am deeply indebted. The same is true
of the Rev. Ernest Martin who in so many
ways has been a help to me. And my asso-
ciate, Mrs. Carol Lawson, who has spent so
many hours in her efforts for the publication.

Lastly, my sincere thanks to the Gen-

The time has come for me to say a fond eral Council and to the officers of Conventio
farewell to the readers of the MESSENGER. to whose faithful cooperation the MESSENGE]
This is not without sadness. I have been owes so much. And this holds equally true o
associated with this publication for over the Board of the Department of Publication.

twenty years, the last twelve as its editor. Bjorn Johannson
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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

Readers of The Messenger:

The spirit that has characterized Convention in this and recent years, somehow reinforced
by the style of this new format for The Messenger (more will be said about both) suggest a
more personal, less formal, approach. One result is this letter. Conceived as more personal
than an editorial (I use the first person instead of the editorial "we'), it will be more readable
and, I hope, more significantly informative than a comparable string of short news articles
and separate editorial section.

CHANGING GUARD

Elsewhere in this issue, I have reported Bjorn Johannson's retirement from the editorship
of The Messenger, and I want to take this opportunity to add a personal word. Because of
the high value I place on his friendship, and the high esteem with which I regard him as an
editor and a minister and a man, it would be easy to say too much, and go beyond the interests
of most of my readers in this circumstance of changing guard. Because of the debt I owe him
from our many contacts and the editorial tradition I inherit, it is difficult to say enough.

I hope it will suffice to acknowledge the difficulty in this way, and simply add: Thank
you, Bjorn, for many things. Be assured that when you are well enough again, your counsel
for the Editor and your articles for The Messenger will be appreciatively welcomed.

REPORT FROM CONVENTION

The main subject of this '"Letter," as of this issue, is Convention. Dozens of times
Saturday, Sunday, and the Monday-morning-after, I heard someone call it a '"good convention,"
Indeed, it was. No tough issues or long debates created conflict between friendship and con-—
viction, or forced us to choose sides against each other. The lectures and discussions involved
and stimulated almost everyone. The situation promoted fellowship -- passing greetings,
long, deep conversations, gaily relaxed social times. Then too, though it was hot (as everyone
surely expected), it was never unbearable (particularly under the great, white Tent of Meeting).

But it was a good convention for more important reasons than any of these, and I
want to consider one. The feeling of inter-relationship and interdependence that makes our tiny,
far-flung organization a communion in the finest sense is as fragile as it is precious. It is
kept alive largely by shared experiences, and attending conventions is one of the most important
of these. This is as true of conventions where differences force us to struggle to exhaustion
with ideas, each other, and ourselves; but it is more evident at a happy convention like this one.

But that brings an important point into focus. It is at the tougher conventions that we get
things done -- deal with problems, make decisions. The agenda this year was mostly routine,
and produced no newsworthy accomplishments, The '"good convention' consisted mostly of inter
esting talks and pleasant good times. It fairly well documents the suggestion that has been
made, that a complex but manageable set of constitutional changes would enable us to handle
Convention's business just as well (probably more efficiently) by meeting every two or three
years instead of annually.

What the experience of a '"good convention" demonstrates to me, however, is quite a dif-
ferent point. Convention's most important function is not business; it is interpersonal relations.
Many of us see some of our best friends only once a year, at Convention, It is the forming,
strengthening, renewing and deepening of these friendships that lead us to make the sacrifi—
ces involved in entertaining or travelling to Convention every year, and that maintain and jus-
tify our organizational unity and identity. Our respect and affection for Swedenborg's works
might have made us a book club, but it is our affection and need for each other that makes us
a communion. Convention needs conventions, That is the theme of this report.

(continued -- see ""Report" page 103)
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Historic Occasion

BISHOP PENDLETON OF GENERAL
CHURCH ADDRESSES CONVENTION’S
COUNCIL OF MINISTERS

TWO CHURCHES: ONE SPIRIT

President Richard H. Tafel

The Tuesday session of the Council of
Ministers on June 21 was an historic occa-
sion for the New Church.

For some seventy years, following the
split in the last century when the General
Convention and the General Church decided
to go their separate ways, there had been
little or no official communication between
these two sister bodies of the New Church.
This situation was dramatically changed at
2 p.m., June 21, 1966, at Urbana, Ohio.
For the first time in the history of these two
churches of the New Jerusalem, an official
of the one was to speak officially to the
other. Bishop Willard D, Pendleton had been
invited to address our Council, and most
graciously accepted.

But to catch the drama and the deep
significance of this, we must go back to our
Convention of last year in Brockton, Mass.,
where the following resolution was adopted
by the Convention.

Resolved: That the General Convention of
the New Jerusalem, recognizing that the
General Church of the New Jerusalem, since
its inception, has shared with us a central
dedication to the New Church life and teach-
ings and a desire to serve our Lord Jesus
Christ in his Second Coming, and acknowl-
edging our rights and opinions as distinct
bodies, testifies to its sincere desire that
we shall live together in mutual love and
understanding. It therefore calls upon its
President, now and in the years to come,
to further the following ends:

First: The fuller and freer exchange of in-
formation concerning the structure, policies
and activities of our two bodies.

Second: Joint participation in such activities
as may well be undertaken together.

Exploration and discussion of differ-
ences and misunderstandings that may remain
or arise between us.

Fourth: Encouragement of dialogue among us
on ministerial and lay levels, wherever and
whenever this may show promise of being
fruitful.

Third:

This expression of love and esteem was
responded to most warmly and wholehearted-
ly by the Council of the Clergy of the General
Church at its January 1966 session, and was
fully "indorsed by its Assembly at Oberlin,
Ohio, this June.

Our invitation ‘to Bishop Pendleton to
speak to us was thus a further effort to
strengthen the common bonds which unite us
as New Churchmen.

With the full support and agreement of
the Bishop, we sought to make this occasion
not only one of official greeting and good will
but also one of frank discussion and question-
ing. Bishop Pendleton spoke in a delightful
spirit of understanding and good will, helping
us to understand many areas of the life, work
and concepts of the General Church that, in the
past have been clouded by confusion.

Differences of attitude, doctrine, policy
and goal of both churches were faced freely
and without reservation. Questions and state-
ments of opinion were readily and charitably



responded to on both sides. The validity of
both points of view, that of the General Con-
vention and that of the General Church, were
seen with greater clarity, as well as the part
each has to play in the Lord's Second
Coming.

Throughout the whole afternoon the spirit
of good will, charity and understanding per-
vaded this meeting of minds and hearts, tes-
tifying to the truth, ""that where charity unites
faith cannot divide."

As a gracious conclusion, Bishop Pen-
dleton announced that the President of Con—
vention will be invited to address the Coun-
cil of the Clergy of the General Church at its
session in January, 1967,

"Behold how good and pleasant it is
for brethren to dwell together in unity."

DEPT. OF PUBLICATION RECOMMENDS
NEW FORMAT FOR THE MESSENGER

After correspondence and discussion,
and consultation with General Council at its
pre-Convention session, the Department of
Publication recommended to Convention and
the new Editor, changes in publication pro-
cedure for The Messenger, which appear
for the first time in this double issue.

In order to achieve a much faster print-
ing schedule, and operate more realistically
within the available budget, the Department
recommended printing by off-set process
directly from camera-ready typed copy, in-
stead of having type set for the presses.
This process results in a different—looking
page, as compared with the former one; to
take fullest advantage of the characteristics
of the process, this smaller format was
recommended.

The savings effected by direct use of
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JOHANNSON RETIRES
EDITORSHIP;

FROM
KIRVEN ELECTED

Last year, when the Department of Pub-
lication was given the responsibility of nomin-
nating the Editor of The Messenger, the
Rev. Bjorn Johannson informed the Depart-—
ment of his desire to retire from the editor-
ship, for reasons of health and long service.
He met with the Department and helped select
Dr. Robert H. Kirven as the nominee for new
Editor. Dr. Kirven is a member of the facul-
ty of the New Church Theological School, in
Newton, Massachusetts.

Plans were laid at that time for a jointly
edited Post-Convention issue to facilitate t he
transfer. However, worsening health necessi—
tated Mr. Johannson's leaving Urbana so that
he was unable to attend Convention.

At the Convention session on Friday
morning, the following resolution was submit—
ted by the Rev. Ernest O. Martin, and adop-—
ted unanimously by a standing vote:

Be it resolved that Convention Ministers,
Delegates and Visitors hereby express
their heartfelt gratitude to the Rew
Bjorn Johannson for his years of faithful
and devoted service to the church
through his editorship of The Messen—
ger, and we pray that he may speedily
recover his health and rejoin us in the
life of the church.

In the annual elections on the following
day, Dr. Kirven was elected Editor, and
assumes his duties with this issue.

photo-ready copy should allow for immediate
printing schedules. After a few ''shake-down"

issues, it is estimated by the Editor that
The Messenger should be in reader's

mailboxes within as little as ten days, and
hopefully no more than two weeks after the
all copy has been received.

DOUBLE ISSUE OF THE MESSENGER
REPORTS ON CONVENTION

Because of the volume of photographic
and editorial material, and the difficulty of
publishing a post-Convention issue quickly
under the new Editorship, the July and August
issues appear together in this double issue.
Normally, monthly issues will average 16
pages under the new format policy.



FIVE VISITORS FROM SWEDENBORGIAN
CHURCHES AROUND THE WORLD (from left):
The Rev, Eric Jarmin, representing the British
Conference; the Rev, Horand Gutfeldt, Vienna,
Austria; Mr. Jaikoo (Jay) Lee, Seoul, Korea; Dr.
Friedemann Horn, from Zurich, Switzerland,
representing the European mission field; and the
Rev. Tomas Aquino, representing the Philippine
New Church,

CAMPING SPACE was provided near the
dormitories on the campus, and first to set up
camp was the Rev. Thomas Reed (center), his
wife Edith, and their six children. Seen here
are John, Margaret and Jan; Adie, Dan and Paul
joined the family later.

CHILDREN TOO YOUNG FOR ANCL ACTIVITY
enjoyed a number of outings — swimming, or
visiting points of interest near Urbana. They
visited the Ohio Caverns, an unusual swamp, and
(above) a historic farm, Nutwood Place, particu-
larly noted for its famous Round Barn.

ON THE STEPS OF THE URBANA CHURCH,
Dr. and Mrs. Friedemann Horn, visiting from
Switzerland, chat with President Tafel from
Philadelphia, who visited them in Zurich last
summer, and the Rev, Othmar Tobisch, pastor of
the San Francisco church, a native of Austria.

WAYFARERS FROM CALIFORNIA: Miss
Mary Schellenberg; her sister, Mrs. Robert L.
Young; and the Rev. Robert Young, Minister at the

Wayfarers' Chapel, Portu e Bend, California.

CONVENTION STUDIES: Above, a study in
concentration during a Convention session. Below,
a study in comfort (would you believe: it's better
than nothing?) on the way to General Council.
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(Beport from Convention -- continued)

THE MINOR THEMES: CHANGE, COMMUNION, PERSONHOOD

The official Convention Theme, ''Education for a Living Church'" was the heart of a
carefully and creatively planned program (see pp. 120 ff., and future issues), but seemed too
big a theme for dinner table and after-hours conversations. When these talks -- many of
which were deeply serious and importantly creative -- touched on the Theme, they dealt with
a separated segment of it. The variety of topics that people found worth talking about in reac-
tion to the Theme Program constitutes a real compliment to the planners and the speakers,

Naturally, a frequent subject of conversation was a specific application of the Theme --
the program and the future of Urbana College, and Convention's relationship to it. In this
connection, quite a lot of enthusiasm began to develop for an urgent and concretely visible
facet of Convention's relation to Urbana College -- the fund-raising drive for a new library,
core of the campus and program expansion plans of the College. I'll tell more about that a
little later.

Right now, I want to focus your attention on three minor themes -- suggested by one or
more of the speakers, and developed in smaller conversations that shape the reactions people
bring home from Convention. There were others, of course, but the three that impressed me
were the themes of Change, Communion, and Personhood. I think that the pictures, talks and
reports in this issue will convey a more vivid impression of Convention to you, if you are
aware of these themes, and notice their interplay.

Change was undoubtedly the most-discussed. The word was used by almost everyone
who addressed the Convention. Again and again men spoke of change in relation to every topic
that concerned us as a church, They spoke of change in the world around us, change in educa-
tion, change in the church, change in ourselves. Different speakers had different attitudes to-
ward Change, but the varying attitudes found a basic consistency in the universal recognition
of its present and ever-increasing reality. From the President's Address that opened the
session, to the Convention Sermon that closed it (pp. 110, 115), everyone talked about Change:
Change so radical that (as former Urbana College sociologist Philip Schlechty told the minis-
ters) there was more similarity between the times and cultures of Socrates and Thomas Wor-
cester, than there is between Worcester's time and our own. When you think of the 1966
Convention, think of the idea of Change.

The other two themes, Communion and Personhood, were poles of a dialectic that ran just
below the surface of most of the talks (David Garrett brought it out specifically), and provided
the spark for many private conversations, Different persons used different terms (or used no
terms at all for unarticulated assumptions), but these two themes and the tension between them
figured in almost every discussion. Inter-relatedness and individuality, mutual and personal
growth, collective and individual responsibility -- the changing nature of these things, and the
tensions between them -- are variations on the themes I have called Communion and Person-
hood. In one way or another, almost everyone was talking about them.

I'll have more to say about them, too, in connection with my own theme of the essential
values in conventions; but first there is more to report.

CONVENTION VISITORS FROM ABROAD

In all probability, this was the most international convention in the history of Convention,
But in reporting Convention as I saw it, the most important feature of our contingent of foreign
visitors (see picture above left, facing page) was not their number — whether that set a record
or not. The important fact was that they were so intimately a part of the fellowship of the
convention. It was hard (and not really worth the trouble) to remember that they came from
a third to a half the world away, and even harder to regard them as 'visitors" — except in
the general sense that most of us were visitors on the Urbana campus. Their accents —
although slight, and no serious barrier to communication — were the only reminders of any

103 (continued -- see "Report'' next page)














































































