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ESSENTIAL FAITH
OF THE NEW CHURCH

There is one God, and He is the
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
®

Saving faith is to believe in Him
and keep the Commandments of
His Word.

The Word is Divine and contains
a spiritual or innner meaning which
reveals the way of regeneration.
®

Evil should be shunned as sin
against God.

i Human life is unbroken and con-
tinuous, and the world of the spirit
is real and near.
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Keeping the Divine among men
The 1965 Convention, held in the Brockton, Massachusetts, area,
was notable in several respects. It opened on June 24 with a challenging
address by Convention’s president, the Rev. Richard H. Tafel, in the
Bridgewater Church; and it closed on June 27 with a moving sermon
by the Rev. Brian Kingslake. This sermon was broadcast over Radio
Station WBET. Both of those discourses appear in the present issue.

Of importance was the report of the meeting of officials of Con-
vention and officials of the General Church of the New Jerusalem, with
the aim of establishing more cooperative relations between the two
sister churches. The results of this meeting appear to be gratifying. The
MESSENGER will later carry more details.

Personally, your editor was the most impressed—indeed, thrilled—
by the reports of the three earnest and sincere ministers of the experi-
mental project at Bellevue, Washington, known as Project Link. This
is no reflection upon other splendid reports and addresses. Although
space in the MESSENGER is at a premium, we decided to print the re-
ports of Project Link in full. For some time we have been in a state of
“suspended judgment” regarding Project Link. But no more. We are now
convinced that this is one of the finest undertakings made by our
church. What stands out in my mind in particular is that Project Link
is a demonstration that the primary concern of our church is people,
with all their problems, their frustrations, their guilts, their sorrows.
What finer thing could be said of our church than that it is a church
that cares—cares for the individual human being with all his frailties,
his failures, his faults, yes, even his misdeads; that its primary aim is
ever to lift the individual to a higher spiritual plane; and that it mea-
sures its creativeness not by the magnificence of buildings of brick and
stone, which it erects, nor by the size of its budget and its endowment
fund, nor even by the number on its membership roles; but by its
success in helping people to attain peace of mind and growth in love to
God and their fellowmen.

In this connection we quote the words of Jerome A. Poole, a young
theological student, who along with his classmate, Randall E. Laakko,
spent a part of the year working with Project Link:

“It (Project Link) is God and man centered rather than centered on
the institution, and it reaches out to individuals for the sake of each
of these individuals, not for the sake of the preservation of the church.”

To this may we add: What better way can the church find to keep
the Divine among men than by a concern for human beings ? What more
glorious image of our church could we wish for than the image of a
church which cares for people? After all, did not God enter the World
in the person of a humble servant to save man? Must not this saving of
man always be the first object of the church?

Sometimes even good and kind church people become cynical and
say, with special reference to one whom they have pronounced worth-
less: “You can’t make a silk purse from a sow’s ear.” Well, we make
nylon from coal, and wonder drugs from what appears to be filth. Paul
once wrote that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, “of
whom I am chief” (I 7m. 1:15). The Lord has been transforming human
character since the beginning of the race of man. True, a man cannot
change himself, but he can put himself in the way of the Power that
can change him. It is the task of the church to guide him and to aid
him to find this way so that he can live a fuller life. If the church fails
in this, it has failed to keep the Divine among men. There is no worthless
human being, because there is none who cannot be transformed. Even
the thief on the cross was promised by the Lord a place in Paradise.



e A Call To Service

by Richard H. Tafel, Sr.

As we convene for this our One
Hundred and Forty-Second Session
of the General Convention of the
New Jerusalem, to take thought
for our Church which we would
make increasingly the Lord’s
Church, may we be mindful that,

“Unless the Lord build the house,
They labor in vain that build it;
Unless the Lord keep the city,
The watchman waketh but in
vain.”
We have assembled to the challeng-
ing call of our Convention Theme,
“Here am I: send me!” May this
be our inspiration during these
days before us, that we may truly
be sent forth of the Lord in the
same spirit and with the same mes-
sage as were those whose going
forth into all parts of the Spiritual
World we have been celebrating
this month.

The earnest words of the Pro-
phet Isaiah, “Here am I; send
me!” cannot but also call up to
our minds the consecration and
the heroic efforts of those who
have labored before us; and es-
pecially that humble “Servant of
the Lord” whose spiritual mantle
has fallen upon us as a church.
Here, then, is at once the content
of our call, as well as its inspira-
tion. First let me speak of the
“call” itself: that upon which we
are being sent by the Lord.

I am struck more and more for-
cibly by the astounding similarity
between the world of Swedenborg
and our world of today. It also was
a world that was delighting itself
in gadgets, different from our pre-
sent gadgets though those might
be. It was a world mighty like
ours in interests and attitudes.
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Like ours, it was an age that was
putting its trust in “scientism”—
faith in science—though it did not
call it by that name.

Men were placing their highest
reliance on human ingenuity and
the newly discovered power of
science. Literally nothing was
impossible! (does that not have a
modern ring?) And along with
that growing confidence in man’s
ability to build his future with
his own hands alone, religion and
the Church became more and
more irrelevant. Nature and the
laboratory were held to be the
proper sources of truth, rather
than the Bible — which could be
called the “Holy Word of God”
only by way of ancient supersti-
tion, now happily dispersed by the
new learning. The heavens, rath-
er than “declaring the glory of
God,” merely demonstrated the
new physics, its majesty and gran-
deur compressed into laws, prin-
ciples, and theories. And God, once
worshiped as Creator of the world
and as the Heavenly Father of His
children of earth, was pushed fur-
ther and further out of His Cre-
ation, reduced at best to a First
Cause, to nothing more than the
initial “push” needed to start the
universe spinning on its automatic
way.

Again, one cannot help seeing
the amazing parallels between
those times and our own! We can
hear the scornful laughter of the
18th century, at the thought of
taking seriously such things as
angels, reflected in the returning
Russian astronauts’ remark, “We
saw no angels nor any heaven!”
If all this is true, does it mean

that the wheel of progress has
come around to a full stop? That
the very concept of progress is it-
self a delusion? What does this
do to our conviction that Sweden-
borg stood on the threshold of a
New Dawn and heralded the Sec-
ond Coming of the Lord?

But suppose we and Swedenborg
are standing in the same age, he at
the beginning and we perhaps well
into it?—Call it the “Post-Chris-
tian Era,” if you will, which now
seems to be the fashion. Then the
shaking, the breaking up, the tear-
ing down, and the uprooting of old
ideas, outworn concepts, and spir-
itual principles and insights which
can no longer serve man’s needs

is a continuing process — just as
the Second Coming itself is con-
tinuing, progressive, ongoing.

What we are witnessing in our
times, then, is not the repetition
of a similar cycle of events ob-
servable in Swedenborg’s day, but
the further working out of the
very trends which he saw begin-
ning in his time!

This would also account very
nicely for the amazing relevance of
not only what he was inspired to
formulate as the principles of a
New Faith, but accounts also for
his method and approach to the
modern mind. He began his spir-
itual journey, you remember, by at-
tempting to make the fact of “Spir-
it” stand up against the physical
and the material. He ended by ex-
periencing the reality of “Spirit,”
thereby adding a new dimension
to our existence. by demonstrating
the two-fold mnature of our uni-
verse, spiritual and material, he
showed how there was ample room
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for God, both within and beyond
the observable universe, and a
place for heaven and angels as well.
By perceiving the true nature of
the Bible as God’s handiwork as
well as man’s, he restored it to
its position of authority as the
Crown of Revelation, the one un-
failing source of doctrine and life.
Then having found a place for
God in our two-world universe,
Swedenborg proceeded to make
Him relevant to us in His Divine
Humanity.

Take these inspired teachings of
this Servant of the Lord point by
point; hold them up against the
needs of our times, and see how
beautifully they match! Note their
utter relevance! Here, then, is both
our call, and the message we are
to proclaim! Speak to our times,
to present world needs, the still-
new truths of this new age of our
Lord’s Second Coming !

Now let me say a word about
the “inspiration” of this call to
serve our Lord. I am going back
to the very beginning of the 6th
chapter of Isaiah, the Call to Serv-
ice. It begins, “In the year that
King Uzziah died, I saw also the
Lord sitting upon a throne . . .”
In other words, there must be that
death of an earthly king, before
there can come the vision of the
Lord “high and lifted up, his train
filling the temple.” There had to
be a “dying” within the person of
the young Isaiah, before he could
become a prophet and speak for,
and in behalf of, his Lord. His self-

Cover Picture

The picture on our cover page
we owe to Miss Doris Bowers of
Washington, D.C. It is taken in
front of the beautiful Brockton
church edifice. The men shown
are, from left to right: Rev. Rich-
ard H. Tafel, Sr., President of Con-
vention; Stewart E. Poole, Vice
President of Convention; and Rev.
Theodore T. Foster, minister of
the host church, the Brockton So-
ciety.
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ish ambitions, his desires, his pride,
all thoughts of self must be let
go of and die, before he could see
his Lord who was calling him to
serve. There must come that abject
confession of unworthiness, coupl-
ed with an intense zeal to do God’s
will on earth as it is in heaven,
before there can come that an-
swering commitment, “Here am I;
send me!”’

We do not know what it cost
Isaiah to answer this call to serve.
In the comparable case of Eman-
uel Swedenborg, we know some-
thing of the price. He tells us of
his terrific struggles to put down
his pride in his own accomplish-
ments, to turn his back on fame,
and to put himself unreservedly
in the hands of his Lord to do His
will.

He had to “die” to the things
of the world, outward fame and
reputation, that he might give his
life to the Lord in a further and
nobler service.

My friends, is it not time that
the “King Uzziah” within us also
die, that we may see the Lord
“high and lifted up?’ Is it not
high time that the love of self —
the sense of our own importance;
our selfish interests and petty
concerns; our foolish striving to
have our own way; our little con-
ceits that this church should run,
must run, my way or I “won’t
play” — is it not high time, I say,
that all this “King Uzziah” die
so that we may hear the Lord call-
ing to our beloved church, “Whom
shall T send? And who will go for
us?” Then, only — and let us be
in deadly earnest about this —
then, only, can our response be
true and deep and sincere: “Here
am I; send me!”

Will you join me in praying, in
utter commitment to our Lord, so
that as members of a church dedi-
cated to His service we may dare
to make that response? Will you
join me in praying that the “King
Uzziah” within me and within you
“die” ? Everything inside us which

stands in the way of our fulfilling
as a Church the challenging mis-
sion to which we are being called
by your Lord? Will you pray with
me for a deeper sense of devotion,
for a greater measure of self-
sacrifice, for rekindled zeal, and
for that spirit of re-dedication to
our Lord, whereby we ‘“lose” our
life only to “find” it in his service?

Prayer of Dedication
and Commitment

Dear Lord: we have sought to save
our life by withholding complete
and total commitment to thee.
We have sought to serve thee,
while yet seeking to serve our own
purposes, our own interests, our
own desires.

We have dared to build this
Church, and to call it “New Jerus-
alem.” We boast of our proud
heritage, the treasures of heavenly
truths entrusted to us. We pride
ourselves upon the glorious mis-
sion to which thou hast called us:
to herald thy Second Coming as
thou dost move to “make all things
” And, withal, we have not
died as to ourselves, that we might
find our life in thee!

new.

Dear Lord: accept our confes-
sion of sin and wrong-doing as a
church. Blot out our unfaithful-
ness to thee, and our un-loving-
ness to one another. Wash us, and
re-baptize us in water and fire, in
total and unswerving allegiance to
thee and to thy New Evangel.

Hear this our prayer, and hear
thou it is our chastened but whole-
hearted response to thy Call to
Service, “Here am I; send me!”

Amen.
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The following five reports on Project Link summarize the very
significant experiment that is being carried out by our church in Belle-
vue, Washington. We urge all MESSENGER readers to carefully peruse
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PROJECT LINK

Searching, Testing, Learning, Growing

by David P. Johnson

Project Link was many years in
evolving. In fact it goes as far
back as our Judio-Christian back-
ground. More specifically and more
generally it goes back to all man’s
search to understand himself, his
fellowman and his God. Time after
time man has grasped new in-
sights into the meaning of his ex-
istence, and then has hastened to
dogmatize and institutionalize his
discoveries; that is to perpetuate,
in some formalized way, what he
has learned.

In ancient times this was mean-
ingful, for comparatively little was
known and discoveries were made
slowly. Swedenborg, many years in
advance of his times, added great-
ly to the known knowledge of his
day through his scientific research
and theological experiences. What
he discovered was possible because
of his amazingly open mind and
spirit. Today the rapidity of dis-
covery and consequent change in
the understanding of our world
tend to outrun the keenest minds.
In religion as well as in science the
inquiring mind must be encour-
aged, if we are to make the use of
our theology relevant to today’s
needs.

So much of what gave life stabil-
ity through tradition and custom
and in long established friendships
lived out in the same surroundings,
simply is no longer a reality. The
basic truths of religion remain the
same. The basic need to under-
stand ourselves, our fellowman and
God remain the same. But the way
we function with them in rapidly
changing social, economic and liv-
ing situations demands our most
earnest and prayerful search and
exploration.

AUGUST 1965

It is in this broad framework
that Project Link came into being.
The need to explore and search and
experiment with new forms of hu-
man intercourse in the light of our
Swedenborgian-Christian faith be-
came a commanding force for those
who proposed it. In what greater
tradition than that of the scien-
tist-theologian, Emanuel Sweden-
borg, could this be done?

Project Link is an experimental
program. Basically it seeks to find
the means of making religion and
the church more significant in our
current world. The project began
with no panaceas to offer, no
earth-shaking programs, no blue-
prints for “the” way in which to
move. But it did begin with a con-
viction that with patience, seeking
minds and hearts, a determination
to try, an abiding faith that God
would give his blessing to any sin-
cere effort to find increasingly
effective ways to serve Him, some-
thing would emerge.

Are there new and significant
ways to express our worship of
God? Can we discover more crea-
tive ways to communicate Biblical
and theological knowledge? Can
a group of ministers, a team,
searching and sharing together,
bring a richness to the ministry
that in the one man situation is
sometimes missing and make for
a loneliness, a limited scope and
a onesided spiritual outlook? Is it
possible to provide a means by
which, through small groups in
and out of the church, some of
the centrifugal nature of life to-
day can be overcome and man may
find a deeper inner security once
again?

Parallel with the development
of these concepts, the faculty of
our theological school was search-
ing for more effective ways to
train our ministers. This same in-
quiry engaged the thinking of most
theological schools throughout our
country. Out of the explorations of
the faculty, the concept of the
Laboratory Parish was born. In it
the student could experience and
test some of what he had learned.
It was seen as an opportunity to
further study in the field with two
faculty members as a part of the
team. Whether Project Link was
born or not, efforts would have
been made to establish the Labor-
atory Parish. Today one student
has completed his work in the
“Parish” and two are currently
deeply involved.

The struggle to form and inte-
grate a team is happily beginning
to bear fruit. Bringing together
three ministers and their wives,
all of varying back-grounds and
temperaments, demands a great
deal of patience, insight, hours of
“getting acquainted” and discov-
ering the most effective functions
that the individuals can perform.
All the dynamics of groups are
present plus the demands of the
special task at hand. It takes cour-
age and faith that are born of a
willingness to keep the image of
the goal uppermost. The blending
of the talents and interests of
three ministers, their wives, and
currently two students, is a grow-
ing reality.

Experiments were made in our
Religious Education program. We
are greatly dissatisfied with the
traditional format of Sunday
School. Tests have repeatedly re-
vealed that it is not very effec-
tive. The greatest influence, other
tests demonstrate, is that of the
parents. We have therefore con-
centrated through the Yokefellow
program in helping parents to dis-
cover a deeper significance in their
religious life. Our church school
program is very simple, using
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sound-film strips to present the
message. Time then is spent with
the children in small groups. We
are by no means satisfied and are
currently investigating “program-
med learning” or the “teaching
machine” as a tool to effectively
communicate Biblical and theolog-
ical knowledge. Much work lies be-
fore us in this field.

The search for the way to ef-
fectively work with groups was
one of the most difficult of our
early struggles. Some past know-
ledge of the Yokefellow program
of prayer-therapy and later an op-
portunity — of one of the team to
lead a group, became a pattern by
which we discovered we could take
our first big step. From one group
in October 1963—all non-church
members but one—it grew to five
by the addition of four church
groups in February 1964 and an-
other non-church group in May.

Today there are ten groups in
all, only three of which are com-
posed of church members exclus-
ively. They come to us from West
Seattle, Northeast Seattle, the Uni-
versity district, Kirkland, Ballard
and, of course, Bellevue. Another
new group is in the process of
forming and with it there will be
some 70 persons with whom we are
in contact who have never heard of
our church before. These groups
will undoubtedly change. Some
members will disperse with what-
ever growth they have made. Some
will come to our church. Many will
return to churches from which
they have come. And some will af-
filiate with a church for the first
time in many years. But we will
have the inner satisfaction that
whatever way they go, they will
have found a more meaningful way
of life.

Though other youth groups are
involved in the total Yokefellow
program, our church youth group
of 13 is unique. Dr. William Park-
er is preparing a special program
for them involving completely
fresh material. Arrangements were
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made and leadership is given by
our two students in the Labora-
tory Parish.

Except for the original group,
non-church members have been
asked to make a financial commit-
ment to the church when they are
formed. Later the original group
was asked, too. The response var-
ied widely and was not very in-
spiring. In December and January
the first “paying” groups were es-
tablished. Individuals pay $15.00
per month. The fees are divided
between the church, a scholarship
fund, and the three ministers.

Encouraged to move into the
fee basis by Dr. Cecil Osborne,
West Coast Director of Yokefel-
lows, Inc. and Dr. William Parker,
author of our basic text “Prayer
Can Change Your Life,” we are
told to anticipate more groups
than we can handle. This, too, was
confirmed by a local psychiatrist
when a group of ministers consid-
ered establishing a “Pastoral Coun-
selling Service” in Bellevue. The
need for therapeutic groups is tre-
mendous. So there is some pros-
pect that an increasing proportion
of the project can become self-
supporting.

The Yokefellow program is one
of about seven years standing in
its current form and grew out of
the blending of the disciplines of
religion and psychology. Because of
the breadth of its approach and the
freedom of each leader to work in
the framework of his own relig-
ious background, we are free to
express our beliefs as we under-
stand them. Not only this, but our
own theology is such that we find
greater use of the program than
some we know in other churches.
We are convinced that the wise
use of psychology and religion is
a fulfillment of the heritage left
to us by Swedenborg whose inter-
ests covered these as well as many
other fields. Yokefellow is a fine,
ready-made tool to express our
faith in the group experience.

All groups currently have the

leadership of two persons: 2 min-
isters, a minister and his wife, or
a minister and student. If current
growth continues we may reluc-
tantly have to go to one-man lead-
ership. Two persons help to check
one another, pick up things the
other misses and give a broader
perspective of understanding and
experience. Students wives are in-
volved as participants in a group.

As people participate in the
groups their self-discovery and
emotional and spiritual growth are
often startling. Many times it is
slow and less dramatic. But the
experience is one of seeing “re-
generation” in vivid action. Love
and understanding of one another
within the group grows week by
week as each one tries to help the
other. Deep compassion on the one
hand and exhuberant joy on the
other are often expressed. From
time to time those who have lit-
erally feared God, have found him
as a loving God. Others who have
discarded Him, have found Him
again.

As we are able to serve the
searchings and longings of those
within and without our church
family, Swedenborg’s statement
“Religion is life and the life of re-
ligion is to do good” ceases to be
words and becomes the reality of
experience. Few religious bodies
have laid greater claim to being
practical and down to earth than
ours has. And in Project Link we
are reaching out in a new mission-
ary spirit with new methods. Time
and our faith and God’s help will
tell us just how effective we have
been.

We are constantly faced with
the limitation of time. Resolutely,
though sometimes we feel hesitant,
we concluded we must at present
concentrate on our group program.
It is now central in our church.
Fach person attends his group
meeting regularly each week and
each day commits himself to at
least a half-hour “Quiet time” for
prayer, meditation and reading.

NEW-CHURCH MESSENGER



This program provides a creative
means for spiritual growth and we
feel it is of greater usefulness than
a program of many other activities.
The only other group in the church
is a women’s guild which from its
inception some six years ago, has
served the church and others but
has never had a money-raising
project.

As we try to find our way we
need your recognition of the sin-
cere effort, the devotion and the
hard work that is being given. We
need your patient understanding
that something new takes time to
develop and we are happy to be
able to present what progress we
have made so far. We are anxious

to serve our fellow human beings
with all the light our faith pre-
sents through the institution that
has been established to that end,
our church. But we are not inter-
ested in simply serving the insti-
tution. All in all we need it to be
understood that we need time to
try, to give all we've got, without
being badgered to “produce.”

We are on the track of some-
thing and the signs are very hope-
ful. It is not our desire to make
hasty predictions about the future.
Much is to be tested and much
more to be learned, but we do hope
we can increasingly share what
we learn with the rest of the
church.

PRAYER THERAPY:
A CHRISTIAN MINISTRY OF HEALING

by Calvin E. Turley

According to Dr. Ely of the Uni-
versity of Washington Graduate
School of Medicine, 47% of all
those who seek help for emotional
distress go first to a clergyman.
In matters of mental health, Dr.
Ely sees the minister as “the first
line of defense”. And we in the
parish ministry know that we are
increasingly called upon for the
ministry of healing. Increasingly,
the Church is again hearing the
commission of its Lord to “heal
the sick” and “say to them, ‘The
kingdom of God has come near to
vou. ¢ (Lk-10:9). In our search-
ing and seeking in Project Link,
we have found a tool in a program
of Prayer-Therapy which is prov-
ing to be of lasting significance in
our effort to respond to “the cry
for help” in our day.

Prayer-Therapy is an outgrowth
of the Yokefellow program begun
by Dr. Elton Trueblood in 1949.
Today, the work is a blending of
the insights and discipline of re-
ligion and psychology making use
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of the small group as a ‘“healing
community of love.” Briefly, the
program has three interdependent
aspects: psychological testing,
group therapy and the discipline
of individual quiet time.

The psychological testing is un-
der the guidance of Dr. William
Parker of the University of Red-
lands. Unlike most psychological
testing, the results of tests taken
are made known to the individuals
concerned. With the conviction that
spiritual growth is enhanced by
an awareness of the specific and
personal blocks which each of us
must overcome, Dr. Parker and
Cecil Osborne (West Coast Direc-
tor of Yokefellows, Inc.) have de-
veloped the use of “Spiritual
Growth Slips” for each group mem-
ber in Prayer-Therapy. Each slip
deals with one specific area of
feeling ; i.e. depression, guilt, fear,
hostility, inferiority. The slip in-
dicates the intensity of the indi-
vidual’s feeling revealed on his
test and suggests some causes

MANY THANKS

The MESSENGER feels sure it
is speaking for all who attended
the Convention in the Brockton
area in extending its warmest
thanks to the people and their
ministers of Brockton, Bridge-
water and Elmwood for their
splendid hospitality, and for their
efficient handling of the numer-
ous details attendant on holding
a convention. There were so many
who helped in this matter, that we
are hesitant about mentioning
names, yet feel compelled to men-
tion Mrs. Martin, Mrs. Alan W.
Farnham, H. Page Conant, Harv-
ey M. Johnson and Rev. Theodore
Foster.

which might lie behind the feel-
ing. Included are reading assign-
ments for help in pin-pointing the
feeling, accepting it, and dealing
with it. The emphasis is always on
feeling, conscious or unconscious,
and never on actions as such.

The group sessions (two hours
each week) are essentially therapy
—a time for seeking awareness
and understanding. Here, in the
security of the group, individuals
are helped to explore and express
their feelings, be they constructive
or destructive. These are not prob-
lem solving groups; rather, they
are opportunities for searching,
for sharing, for analysis. Ground
rules for participation in groups
include: “Be personal, not ab-
stract”; ‘“Confess no one’s sing
but your own.” The process of
growth is sometimes painful, some-
times threatening, sometimes emo-
tionally exhausting, but the spirit
of love and acceptance, which de-
velops among the members of a
group over the months, is a thrill-
ing thing to behold and be part of.
One senses that here, indeed, is
the “healing community of love”,
here, indeed, is the church in a
fundamental expression of her
healing power. (Ultimates?)

The discipline of quiet time is
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a freely accepted—or rejected—
discipline encouraging each group
member to take one-half hour daily
alone; a time for reading, medita-
tion and prayer. We think of the
quiet time as a time for synthesis;
a time for growth and building; a
time for forgiveness—given and
received; a time for abandoning
the feelings of fear, hate, infer-
iority and guilt in the presence of
a God of love. For most people, this
is not an easy discipline to accept
or find meaningful at first, but for
many, it becomes a precious time
to be cherished.

The results of participation in
the Prayer-Therapy program in
terms of individual development—
in terms of Christian healing and
growth toward wholeness—are
nothing less than outstanding. For
those in the helping profession of
the ministry, this is, indeed, a
most rewarding experience. For
me, after twelve years in the mis-
sion field, it is by far the most
personally rewarding experience of
my ministry.

In commending Prayer-Therapy
to the serious consideration of fel-
low churchmen, I would share
these comments concerning three
areas of personal conflict through
which I have had to work. To be-
come an effective leader in Prayer-
Therapy, I have had to:

1. Learn to be honest. Now this
may sound like a simple, if not
normal, expectation of a minister,
but when we bring in the emphasis
of “being honest about our feel-
ings,” I have found a good many
feelings which I would have pre-
ferred to ignore or deny. In seek-
ing to be honest, I have had to . . .
2. Be willing to look within and
to deal with the feelings I found.
Among other things, for a minister
to be effective as a leader in Pray-
er-Therapy, he must be truly will-
ing to grow and truly willing to
surrender many of his previous
images of his role as a minister;
i.e., the authority figure, the fath-
er figure, the saviour complex and
the martyr complex.
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3. An equally difficult conflict
was that between concern for
people vs. concern for the church
and its institutional needs. I am
absolutely convinced that effec-
tive leadership in Prayer-Therapy
can only be arrived at when one’s
love for people takes precedence
over his love for the Swedenborg-
ian Church, or any other church.
This I found a most difficult con-
flict, for my feelings of apprecia-
tion and indebtedness toward our
Church ran deeper than I thought.
There is forever the temptation to
become “teacher” to a group; to
straighten out their faulty thinking
with tid-bits of Swedenborgianese;
to minister to the needs of the in-
stitution rather than the needs of
the people. The minister must be
willing to acept and be comforted
with each individual’s response to
God as he understands Him. In-
deed, the need often arises to
“stand by” while another rejects
God altogether. For many, it is
only after being free to reject that
they are then free to grow. The
process can be painful to the mini-
ster who has ‘“found all the an-
swers.” On the other hand, I am
deeply grateful for the beauty of
correlation between the teachings
of the Swedenborgian Church and
the basis of Prayer-Therapy.

Prayer-Therapy has proved an
effective tool for us in the Chris-
tian ministry of healing. It has
proved an expression of the church
which has the capacity to make a
difference—lives are changed. It
has proved an avenue of entry into
the life of faith. Prayer-Therapy
is one way in which we have been
able to respond creatively to ‘“the
cry for help.”
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ELECTIONS

The following were elected by
the recent Convention to fill its
offices and boards:

Vice President, Stewart E.
Poole; Recording Secretary, Hor-
ace B. Blackmer; Treasurer, Chest-
er T. Cook; Editor of the MES-
SENGER, Bjorn Johannson; Gen-
eral Council, Roger Paulson, Al-
bert Rado, George Dole; Board of
Managers of the Theological
School, William Woofenden, Robert
Dorothea Harvey, Peter
Greeley ; Board of Home and For-
Othmar Tobisch,
George Dole, Margaret Sampson,
Adrienne Frank;

Young,
eign Missions,

Augmentation
Fund Comm., Stewart E. Poole;
Trustees of Pension Fund, Ernest
Frederick, Wilfred Locke, Faith
Greeley ; Board of Education, Caro-
lyn Blackmer; Board of Depart-
ment of Publication, Jan Seibert;
Nominating Committee, Robert W.
Tafel.

KIRVEN AWARDED
DOCTOR'S DEGREE

Robert Kirven, who along with
his duties as a teacher in the New
Church Theological School has been
studying towards a doctorate at
the
awarded the much coveted degree

Brandeis University, was
of Doctor of Philosophy on June
13. He completed his work in three
vears, a rather unusual accomp-
lishment in this School, and furth-
ermore was honored by being ap-
pointed Marshal of the Graduate

Students at this commencement.

Dr. Kirven wrote his thesis on
the subject, “Emmanuel Sweden-
borg and the Revolt against De-
ism.”, to which a more extended
notice will be given later.
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RESULTS AND OBSERVATIONS
FROM PROJECT LINK

by Owen Turley

As we approach the mid-point
of our second year in Project Link,
we on the team of ministers have
some results and observations to
share with the General Council and
Churches of Convention. Certain
questions have also arisen to
which we have only partial, tenta-
tive or mno answers—questions
which will require the combined
efforts of all in the Convention to
even approach answers.

Project Link, a research pro-
gram of the General Convention,
has as its basic goal to search for,
identify, and develop means,
through the church, of meeting
the needs of modern man in the
world and culture in which he finds
himself inevitably involved.

We have made a basic assump-
tion , drawing upon the experienc-
es of many, that the most effec-
tive means of communicating the
deepest needs of men is in the
small group. Several different ap-
proaches to the small group ex-
perience, have been used in the
Project. Some of these have been
effective to some degree and some
have not. They have all led up to
the present basic program—the
Prayer-Therapy group. Through
these groups the tools of psychol-
ogy and religion have merged. The
people in the groups have found
increasing understanding and ac-
ceptance of themselves and others.
Growth of the individuals involved
is obvious and creative.

The Prayer-Therapy program
has been the most effective means
that we have discovered for reach-
ing out to people outside the
church in a meaningful way and
reaching out to needs that are at
once current and critical. We are
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at the present time ministering to
10 groups in which there are about
70 people involved who are new to
our church. There is a steadily in-
creasing number of inquiries about
our work and an additional group
is now in the stage of formation.
Most new recruits come to us by
means of word of mouth publicity.
Individuals who have found help
and inspiration in a group tell
their friends about it. Advertising
and mnewspaper publicity have
brought few results.

Prayer-Therapy groups are not
new nor are they the exclusive in-
vention of Project Link. The pro-
gram and tools were developed and
promoted through the West Coast
office of Yokefellow Incorporated.
Prayer-Therapy groups are in op-
eration in many churches of sev-
eral denominations. Yet, in a little
less than a year, the program has
grown to a point where others who
have worked with the program for
years are noticing our work. One
minister who has been involved
in the program in his own church
for several years has commented to
us to the effect that as he sees it
we are doing more in ministering
to the needs of people who have
been outside the life of the church,
than all the other churches in
Bellevue combined. We feel he is
being generous, yet, that we are
doing significant work, is quite
evident.

What then is the explanation of
the success of Prayer-Therapy as it
is practiced in Project Link? This
is a difficult question to answer
conclusively but we have at least
some partial answers. There is the
fact that Project Link is a research
program and therefore is dedicated

to exploration. This in itself cre-
ates an atmosphere in which new
approaches have a good chance for
survival. The fact that we have a
team of men and women working
together in the ministry of the
Project is also a contributing fac-
tor. We have had training and are
increasingly seeking opportunities
to improve our skills for doing
this kind of work. As we work to-
gether we are a group ourselves
and can thereby learn from first-
hand personal experience—we can
share in the growth and discovery
that others are experiencing.

But even more basic to all the
above, Project Link can find suc-
cess in working with Prayer-
Therapy because of the heritage
that is ours through the Sweden-
borgian perspective on life. The
observation has been made that
we are able to work in a much
freer atmosphere than can many
other ministers from other church
backgrounds. This puzzled us at
first until we began to observe
some of the struggles which oth-
ers were having in attempting to
correlate the feelings and under-
standings that come through
Prayer-Therapy with their theolog-
ical or philosophical backgrounds.
Swedenborg’s dedication to the
concepts of growth—of regenera-
tion, his own experience of self-
discovery prior to his development
of theological concepts—in short
the total view of reality, creates
an atmosphere in which the disci-
plines of psychology and religion
come together and augment one
another. Each releases and streng-
thens the effectiveness of the
other as they operate in a Prayer-
Therapy group. The freedom of
the individual to discover, develop
and relate his own unique God-
given being to his fellowman and
to God is noticeably enhanced in
the theological atmosphere of
Swedenborg.

One other result we can with
gratitude report is a discovery.
The church can be creative—can
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reach out to people and their
needs—regardless of the size or
popular acceptance of that church.
Indeed, just to the degree that we
shift our concern from the main-
tenance and propagandizing of the
institution to a concern for people
and their growth to that degree
does the church become creative
and alive. As a point of fact our
membership has not grown ap-
preciably at this point in our work.
Attendance at worship services
has not greatly increased al-
though, one can feel a distinct dif-
ference in the feelings of people
who do attend and more par-
ticipants in our Prayer-Therapy
groups are beginning to find the
worship service a meaningful part
of their lives. Yet, there remains
the fact that we are serving in a
dynamic way more people who are
not members of the church than
we are serving members and this
number is increasing. It is a good
feeling to realize that we can be
effective after years of frustration
in trying almost desperately to find
a way for our church to become a
more useful tool in the Lord’s
hands.

Some questions remain to which
we must address ourselves. What
about this theological atmosphere
of Swedenborg’s which we have
found so healthy as a part of the
background and heritage of those
of us working in the project? As
another point of fact we do little
teaching of Swedenborg’s theology
as such but, rather put our empha-
sis upon using what we under-
stand of it in our work. So how
do we provide for others to carry
on this heritage? We have partial
answers to this and a strong confi-
dence that as time goes by the
answers will become increasing
clear. Partially the answer lies in
the fact that we make it clear that
we are ministers of the Sweden-
borgian Church, that the teachings
of the church have played a part
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in our own development. It is our
hope that others, as they grow in
their own awareness of their needs
and potentials will want to explore
the heritage of the church that has
provided opportunity for their
growth in awareness. We have ob-
served this happening in many
small ways. To the degree that we
are alert to opportunity to share
our heritage and to the degree
that we can conscientiously leave
each individual in freedom to re-
spond to that heritage as best fills
his needs, we believe that the heri-
tage will live to become increasing-
ly effective in the years to come.
God help us to be alert and in-
creasingly help us to understand
and eliminate our need to control
the growth and regeneration of our
neighbor!

Other questions before us are:

1. To what degree and in what
ways can our churches with more
firmly established traditions, put
those traditions up against the
close serutiny of an exploratory at-
mosphere so necessary to the spirit
of freedom needed to minister
to people in new ways? The team
is searching for ways in which we
can be helpful in sharing our ex-
perience and talents with other
churches. We will help where and
when we can but we are limited by
time and a need to explore much
further than we have in our own
work in Bellevue. Project Link is
not limited to what we can discov-
er and share. The whole church can
put its heart in searching for an-
swers to this question.

2. To what extent can team
ministers be applied effectively
elsewhere in the church? This is
almost a “wait and see” question.
It depends upon whether men now
in the ministry and in the future
find this a meaningful way in
which to carry out their ministry.
This is something which must come
from the men themselves and can
not be forced from the outside.

We have our experience to share
with any who are interested in ex-
ploring the possibility. The two
students from the Theological
school, who are now doing their
laboratory parish work with us,
are now exploring the team con-
cept as a way for them to minis-
ter.

3. How can a church become
financially sound with the type of
approach and program developing
in Project Link ? This is a question
that has many facets. In Belleveue
we are trying to confront an in-
debtedness of $124,000 on new
buildings as well as striving to
meet the higher costs of person-
nel. We are experimenting with a
possible solution to the higher
costs of personnel by operating on
a fee basis for non-church mem-
bers in our Prayer-Therapy
groups. This is in its infancy but
holds some promise of being a use-
ful direction in which to move.

Congregations which already
own their buildings would not be
faced with an indebtedness such
as that faced in Bellevue. These
churches could thus proceed with-
out this financial problem. If their
buildings do not provide the facili-
ties needed, they could, in most
cases, be sold and the proceeds
would more than adequately pro-
vide for other buildings. A decision
of this kind, however, would, in
our opinion, be more intelligently
made some time after the program
is well under way. In other words,
let building needs grow out of the
experience.

We strongly believe that more
thought and experience needs to
be given to the possibility of work-
ing without heavy expenditures in
new buildings. We are thoroughly
convinced, at this point, that much
more is to be gained in the capa-
bility of the church to reach out to
serve people by expending more
resources in personnel rather than
in buildings.
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DISCOVERING
A MEANINGFUL
MINISTRY

by Randall E. Laakko

At mid-year of my experience at
Project Link I find that my re-
sponse to the project is one of
overall excitement. From my point
of view, that of a student, I find
my total education and experience
greatly benefitted by my involve-
ment here in Bellevue. Through
my participation in the team mini-
stry and the Yokefellow Program
I am finding myself feeling more
assured that effective, meaningful
ministering can be accomplished.
I am seeing and I am involved with
people on the level where unac-
knowledged or unknown feelings
come into the light of awareness
with the result that our lives are
changed.

The effective ministry that is
made possible through the team
ministry far surpasses that which
the individual man .can accom-
plish. Within the team atmosphere
it is possible to explore ideas and
then try these ideas. The team
ministry provides more resources
from which to draw.

Functioning in the duel role of
student and team member hag
been a valuable experience. There
is freedom to explore the area of
personal interests and freedom to
function more fully as myself. The
student does not serve as the fall-
guy for the senior team members.
He is instead given the challenge
to function as an individual and
to develop into a more creative, ef-
fective person.

The team ministry and the
Yokefellow program has made it
possible for the church in Bellevue
to reach out beyond the limitations
of contact with only church mem-
bers. It is this contact beyond the
church membership that makes
the church in Bellevue truly an
expression of God’s dwelling with
men. It is this outreach that I feel
is so important if the church is to
become alive.
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AN ANSWER TO THE PROBLEM

by Jerome A. Pocle

Is Project Link worth all the
money, time and effort that is
being put into it, and is it effec-
tive in its outreach as an arm of
the church ? My answer is definite-
ly yes. As an intern, one who has
only been around a short while, I
cannot gather a large number of
reasons to support this answer, but
one thing I can do is share with
those interested that which I see
as the basic reason for calling Pro-
ject Link a progressing success.

There is a certain phrase or
statement that seems to be heard
over and over again from many
people belonging to the Sweden-
borgian denomination. This repeat-
ed phrase really puzzled me dur-
ing my growing-up years and
brought out many questions and a
great deal of irritation when I
heard it during my stay at the
New Church Theological School.
The statement is the never lost “. .
. ... “The New Church is an intel-
lectual church.” I wish to stand
over and against this and ask
whether or not this is the case and
thus true, and if it is true are we
then not only half a church. It
has always seemed to me that an
intellectual church that has the
answers, or a system in which an-
swers can be found, ought to at
least be able to communicate be-
yond itself and be of help to the
world about it, the world in which
it exists. I have seen the church
doing very little of either success-
fully. Oh yes, there have been
many reasons for this absence of
success, reasons usually put forth
in our tried and true phrases of
rationalization—our New Church
Doctrines call upon the intellect,
any understanding man can see
we have the truth. Is this the case
though, are there only several
thousand who are capable of under-
standing ? I think not. My feeling
and belief is that nearly everyone
has the potential to comprehend
and understand.

As a church then where are we?
In a pretty tough spot, as I see it,
but not yet one that we cannot
get out of. Where do we move
next? It seems that Project Link
has an answer here. We move into
a whole new realm, down a differ-
ent avenue of approach, take a new
look at our aims and goals to dis-
cover what we are after and why
we exist, and become actively
concerned with doing something
about moving forward, about
growing creatively. This is what
we are trying to do, and are doing
in part, at the Church of the Good
Shepherd in Bellevue.

The Bellevue church is more
than an intellectual center, it is a
feeling church, one that seeks out
human beings as emotional and
feeling creatures as well as intel-
lectual beings. Project Link exists
to assist total growth to help the
whole man grow, not simply a part
of him. It is God and man centered
rather than centered on the insti-
tution, and it reaches out to indi-
viduals for the sake of each of
these individuals, not for the sake
of the preservation of the church.

Why do I feel Project Link is
a growing success? When I see so
many people responding to the
program being offered, and when
I become aware of myself growing
and developing more mature and
meaningful relationships to others
and the Lord, I feel proof of its
success and a real reason for its
support in Bellevue as well as pro-
grams like it in other areas. Before
coming to Bellevue I had a good
idea as to what success was and
is in my life and the world about
me, but never had I truly felt it
like here at the Church of the
Good Shepherd. Have you ever felt
success? Do you feel it is still yet
possible for our church to become
effective as an arm of the Lord?
I do, and pray that we all do.
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Convention Sermon, Brockton Massachusetts, June 27, 1965

A LIVE COAL ON THE LIPS

by Brian Kingslake

Once when I was a little boy I
saw a distorted image of myself
in a shiny copper tea kettle. 1
found that as I drew closer to it
with my face, the image became
more distinct. But when my lips
touched it I squealed with pain,
for the kettle was full of boiling
water. My lips swelled up, so that
I could not speak for the rest of
the day. Consequently, when 1
first heard of Isaiah’s experience
in the temple in Jerusalem, and
how one of the six-winged sera-
phim took a live coal with tongs
from the altar and laid it upon his
mouth, saying, “Lo, this hath
touched thy lips; thine iniquity is
taken away and thy sin purged,”
my tender imagination was appall-
ed, and I marvelled that Isaiah was
able, after that ordeal, to speak
at all, let alone say, “Here am I,
send me.”

But I have since come to realize
that pain arising from preoccupa-
tion with one’s self — one’s own
image — is often a necessary pre-
liminary to commitment to the
Lord’s work. The pain is valuable,
because it teaches us that self-
love only gets us into hot water.
We must turn away from our pre-
occupation with our image of our-
self, and look upwards to the Lord,
and outwards to other people.

Isaiah needed that burning piece
of charcoal to check his former
course and redirect his activity
into new and more fruitful chan-
nels. Hitherto his life had been
like yours and mine, full of yield-
ings to the lower selfhood. His
lips had spoken lies and his tongue
had muttered perverseness. “Woe
is me!” he cried, ‘“for I am undone;
because I am a man of unclean
lips, and I dwell in the midst of a
people of unclean lips.”
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The lips, the mouth! What a
wonderful organ is the mouth! By
way of it we take in nourishment.
By it we communicate; we give
out words of sympathy, love and
encouragement. With our lips we
kiss. Yet what a cause of stumb-
ling they are! the alcoholic, the
toper, takes in strong drink by the
mouth. The same lips which can
sing, “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord
of hosts,” can also tell the smutty
joke, and foul up the whole envir-
onment — so that we “dwell in the
midst of a people of unclean lips.”
To cleanse the lips, the mouth, is
to go a long way towards purifying
the whole person. As Jesus said to
the pharisees, “A good man, out
of the good treasure of his heart,
bringeth forth good things, and
an evil man, out of the evil trea-
sure, bringeth forth evil things.
For out of the abundance of the
heart the mouth speaketh.”

Purging the lips, therefore, goes
much deeper than (say) washing
the hands. Our hands represent
our actions merely, but our mouth
is the opening of a passage leading
into the innnermost parts. And it is
the inner, secret areas of desire
and motive which must be purified
if we are to become messengers
of God — apostles who are “sent”
on His affairs.

Purification involves the break-
ing up and removal of the self-
centered ego. When Isaiah said,
“Woe is me, I am undone,” he
meant it literally. The “I” in him
was wundone. Only when our in-
herited selfhood has been undone
and reduced to rubble under the
battering ram of temptation can
we be rebuilt as a temple in which
the Lord can dwell.

Purification involves simplifica-
tion, a stripping away of every-

thing which is of inferior quality
and which causes a lowering of the
value of the whole personality. He
who wants the best, should not
fritter away his time, talents and
energy on the second or third best,
or fourth best. Ambition to excel
in certain directions, to achieve
certain ends, to make a name and
reputation, to amass property and
possessions — these need not be
evil in themselves, but they will
have to be relinquished if they
draw our attention away from
that which is of absolute value.
Pleasures and amusements, and
petty social vices in which we in-
dulge so as to be like men of the
world, may be innocent enough, but
we shall find ourselves giving them
up as we advance in the spiritual
life — not from any motive of
asceticism, but because they de-
value our personality. You cannot
serve God and mammon.

It is the same in our church life.
This also must be purified, if we
are to hear the Lord’s call, and
answer, “Here am I, send me.” By
purification here I mean concen-
tration on essentials, and the mini-
mizing, if not the entire removal,
of inessentials. The essentials of
religion were defined by the Master
Himself when someone came up to
him and asked, “What exactly is
this new teaching you are putting
over?”’ He answered, “Thou shalt
love the Lord thy God with heart,
mind and strength; and thou shalt
love thy mneighbor as thyself.”

Love to the Lord, and love of people
—these are the two essentials of

our Church life. How readily some
of us plunge into inessentials, in
order to escape the responsibility
of these essentials!

It is so much easier and less de-
manding to serve on some commit-
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tee, to be involved in some great
project, some public relations ef-
fort that will bring the name of
the Church prominently before the
public, some drive for funds! Such
work is gratifying to us, perhaps,
because it makes us feel busy and
important in the Lord’s service. I
am thinking of the priest and levite
in the parable of the Good Samari-
tan, who were so busy with im-
portant affairs of the temple that
they had no time to attend to the
man who had fallen among thieves.
That is a familiar sympton of a
dying church—the placing of em-
phasis on externals rather than
internals. The real work of the
Church is with the Lord and with
people, and this means that min-
isters and laymen alike should
strive after an ever closer contact
with the Lord and with people.
This is sometimes troublesome,
because it requires an expendi-
ture of one’s self, And so we try
to avoid such contacts, by feverish
activity on the level of the second-
best.

Understand me, these church
projects and organizational meet-
ings are good in their proper place.
But if made a substitute for the
true work of the Church, which
is to bring holiness and whole-
ness into people’s lives—to bring
the Divine among the people; then
they become stumbling-blocks.
Churches are not killed by obvious
out-and-out  corruptions. When
these come they can be easily re-
cognized, and generally produce a
reaction before they have gone too
far. Churches are much more like-
ly to be destroyed by second-rate
good things: good projects, good
preoccupations, which are accepted
as a substitute for the real work
of God. God is not mocked! We
may deceive ourselves, and a mini-
ster may deceive his parishioners,
but we cannot deceive God. Nor
are our parishioners deceived in
the long run, They soon discover
the difference between the genuine
and the sham.

AUGUST 1965

How are we to achieve this pur-
ity of aim and purpose—this sim-
rlicity of life, so necessary for
the would-be servant and messen-
ger of the Lord? In Isaiah’s vision,
the purification was affected by
fire. Fire is the best consumer of
garbage; it is also the best anti-
septic, if we can take it. and fire,
in a good sense, is the glorious,
glowing, all-consuming, and all-
renovating love of God. The Lord
is the Sun of the spiritual heavens,
shining in its strength. He is love
itself; and to come near to this
flaming source of all love is to be
purged of every element of dross.
To live in close daily contact with
the Lord is the only really effec-
tive antidote to the corrupting in-
fluences of the Second Best. For
when the Lord is felt to be near,
we cannot, out of very shame, es-
cape the challenge of the Best.
You cannot wriggle out of your re-
spongibility for the things that
really matter when you are con-
scious that the Lord Jesus Christ
is standing over you and reading
your thoughts, penetrating right
through to your hidden motives.
That fire cuts inwards like a sharp
sword.

At the Minister’s open-air Com-
munion Service held last week at

KEEPING UP
WITH THE KINGSLAKES

Immediately following the Con-
vention, Rev. and Mrs. Brian
Kingslake flew to England on va-
cation, where their address will be
c/o Mrs. Newall, 2 Kingston Ave.,
Leatherhead, Surrey. They are
returning to New York in the
“United States,” between August
6 and 11. From August 25 to Sept.
1 they will be at the Wayfarer’s
Chapel, Palos Verdes, California.
During September: first week, San
Diego; second week, Los Angeles;
third week, San Francisco; fourth
week, Bellevue, Wash., and Port-
land, Ore. From October 1st, c/o
The Swedenborg Chapel, 4815
Broadview Road, Cleveland 9, Ohio,
441009.

Waltham, we were each given a
slip of paper, and invited to write
on it any problem that we might
want to bring before the Lord, any
resentment we wished to get rid
of, anything from which we wanted
release and purification. We then
walked one by one to the fire and
threw the slip onto the glowing
coals, and watched it go up in
smoke. I personally was deeply
helped by this simple act of sym-
bolism.

Purification by fire is a kind of
washing, and the word used for
it in the Greek of the New Testa-
ment is baptism, which, of course,
is employed also for -cleansing
with water. So John baptized with
Jordan water, whereas Jesus, who
came after him and was mightier
than he, baptized with the Holy
Spirit and with fire. Water-wash-
ing is surface cleansing; fire pene-
trates deeper.

Isaiah, in the framework of
Judaism, had to go into the temple
to enjoy the shekinah experience,
to see the Lord sitting upon the
throne, and to have the seraph
touch his lips with the live coal
for his purging. But today you do
not need to be a priest or enter
any particular building, for the
Lord God Jesus Christ is here
with us, in His divine humanity,
and he can, and will, baptize us
wherever we happen to be. But
as Isaiah did, so must we have a
personal encounter with the Lord.
He is the baptizer, and we must
approach Him for our inner cleans-
ing. We must not shrink nor hold
back. We are as qualified for the
experience of baptism by fire as
were the apostles on that memor-
able day of Pentecost described
in the Book of Acts, and he is
available to us today as He was to
them. We have but to know a min-
imum of truth concerning the
Lord’s nature and His holy Word,
and He will fill that truth with the
wind of His Spirit and the fire of
His love, till they overflow and fill
the whole place where we are.
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That fresh breeze could blow
through this Church of ours, if
we wanted it to, sweeping away
the paralyzing and suffocating
smoke of past mistakes. And the
tongues of fire could flicker over
this congregation, as they did over
those pioneer Christians in Jerusa-
lem, inspiring us to new expres-
sions of joy and praise (in lan-
guages known and unknown) and
enduing us with power from on
high.

There is quite a lot in this
Church of ours, as in all church
organizations, which needs to be
burnt up. Let us draw close to the
Lord in our private lives, and in
our public lives, and His love will
do the purifying for us. Malachi
saw God as a refiner of silver,
seated at his crucible, purging the
sons of Levi. And, as I began this
sermon with a little boy looking
at his distorted image in a shiny
copper kettle and trying to get it
into focus, so I will end with our
beloved Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ gazing into our molten
souls. Whenever we shun evils as
sins against him, they float to the
surface as scum, and he scoops
them off. He continues doing this,
until we have perfectly received
Him, until He sees his divine image
clearly reflected without distortion
in the smooth liquid surface of
our whole personality and life. Let
our Church reflect Him, in purity
and simplicity. Let us be men of
God. And the joy and peace of
heaven will descend upon earth,
and the New Age will have dawned.

Amen.
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Those today who have no know-
ledge of the internal sense of the
Word are in obscurity as to its na-
ture and meaning. We often hear
it said that the Bible is the pro-
duct of the church, that the Old
Testament is the product of the
religious insights of the Jews, and
that the New Ttestament was the
product of men of the early Chris-
tian Church. The reading for this
month should make it clear that
this is not the case. The church
is the product of the Word, ac-
cording to its ability to understand
it, and this understanding makes
the difference between the Jewish
and the First Christian Church
and between that and the New
Christian Church.

That the Gospels are not the
product of the First Christian
Church should be self-evident. The
Gospels were first spoken by the
Lord, and were lived before they
were written in books. It should
be equally clear that the Old Tes-
tament was not the product of the
men of that age: it was a revela-
tion from God to them. Not only
could the human penmen not have
written the Word; they could not
even understand it when it was
given to them. It contains hidden
depths beyond the comprehension
of men and of angels as well,

Our reading for this month be-
gins with the entreaty of Moses
for the Israelitish nation, that
they might be preeminent over all
the people of the earth. In the let-
ter this is not a legitimate request,
but the internal sense, as quite

frequently happens, is the oppo-
site of the appearance in the letter.
Spiritually interpreted the desire
of the Israelitish nation expresses
the fact that those who learn and
keep the precepts of the Word are
enlightened to see the way of life.

The words of Moses, “I beseech
thee, shew me thy glory,” express-
es the desire to see the inner truths
of the Word. The glory of any
church or of any individual mind
is the truth that it possesses. To
see the truth within the Word one
must be in enlightenment, and no
one can be in enlightenment unless
he is in love to the Lord and to
the neighbor and seeks truth for
the sake of applying it to life. We
read, “In heaven there is not any
truth which is not conjoined to
good, nor is good anything without
truth.’

External worship such as is de-
scribed in our reading is some-
times found today. It is such wor-
ship as is practiced “by all those
who are in external things without
internal, for if they reverence and
adore God, and as it were love Him,
it is not for His own sake, but for
the sake of themselves.” It is love
of self which excites their rever-
ence. It is the character of this
worship that is described in Ja-
cob’s words at Bethel: “If God will
be with me, and will keep me in
this way that I go, and will give
me bread to eat, and raiment to
put on, so that I come again to my
father’s house in peace; then shall
the Lord be my God.” Some are
ready to acknowledge God when
all goes well with them, but blame
Him and depart from Him when
adversities come or when they do
not get what they want. We get
an echo of this when we hear it
promised that religion will enable
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us to get what we want—health,
friends, success in business.

The giving of the second tables
of stone hewn from the foot of
the Mount tells how revelation
followed men down to reach them
in their lowest states, so that there
may be conjunction with the Lord;
for He is the Source of life, and with-
out this conjunction men would
perish. So there has always been
a revelation adapted to the capaci-
ties of men to receive it, for the
Divine love and wisdom cannot be
immediately received. The open-
ing chapters of our Bible are, as
we know, taken from an ancient
Word. But the Jews needed a Word
adapted to the states of the natur-
al man, written in a language that
they could in some measure under-
stand. So it was commanded, “Hew
thee two tables of stone like unto
the first: and I will write upon
these tables the words that were
in the first tables.” Though the
external form of the Word would
be different, its internal meaning
would remain the same. In one
sense the Word that we have is
more marvelous than previous re-
velations, for it can meet the needs
of all men, not only the wise and
good, but even the wicked.

Notes

10559:. Why the Word had to be
written in the land of Canaan.

10563. On the personal character
of Moses.
10568. The light that enables our

minds to see is a real light from
the other world.

10578:. “To live according to the
Lord’s commandments is to love
Him.”

10582:. “They who read the Word
without doctrine are like those
who walk in darkness without a
lamp.”

s, “Altars, burnt-offerings,
sacrifices, meat-offerings, and
drink offerings . . . were first insti-
tuted by Eber, and had been quite
unkown in the ancient representa-
tive church.”
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10603¢«. This tells us the reason
why worship was to be in Jersua-
lem alone.

10603s. Here we have the reason
why the Israelites were permitted
to have a plurality of wives—it
was, as the Lord Himself later
said, because of the hardness of
their hearts.

10607. Moses, distinguished from
the Israelites in general, is ‘“‘the
external of the Word, of the

church, and of worship which re-
ceived Divine truth, thus through
which  internal Divine truth
shines.”

10612. By “Jehovah commanded,”
when said of the Israelitish nation,
“is not signified what is well-
pleasing, but permission that it
should be so done because they in-
sisted.”

10624. On religious errors. Note
particularly the last sentence.

DR. GEZORK ADDRESSES CONVENTION

Speaking on the theme “Here
am I, send me”, Dr. Herbert Ge-
zork, retiring president of the An-
dover Newton Theological school,
addressed a Friday afternoon ses-
sion of Convention at the church
in Brockton, Mass.

His topic was also the theme
of the convention and Dr. Gezork
said that Christians must have no
longings for ‘the good old days’
which were always good only for
some people but bad for many
others. He said that the church
must become involved with the
world, especially where there is
discord. He said there is no room
for escapism and that the church
must help where there is racial
unrest, housing problems and oth-
er ills to be remedied.

Calling the period from 1850 to
1940 ‘“nearly a century of stabili-
ty”” he said the world had now
come into “a revolution of rising
expectations” and where the rich
were still becoming richer and the
poor poorer, revolutions were vio-
lent and likely to be followed by a
turn to communism.

He predicted that by the end
of this century the United States
would have a 25-hour work week
with retirement at fifty years of
age or even less. Whether this
would be a blessing or a terrible
bane remained to be seen.

He compared the church to an
army which must always be adjust-
ing and re-adjusting to a mobile
situation and that today the church
was in need of attracting industrial
workers, artists and intellectuals.

Dr. Gezork was among the min-
isters of many faiths who demon-
strated in Selma, Alabama, and he
commented that the ecumenicity
of the deed was more important
than many ecumenical talks.

Dr. Gezork also said that he did
not believe as some people do that
the church congregation is out-
dated and will die. He believes that
it can be a vital source of support
and inspiration and that he had
found it so in many periods of his
life. He also said that if he had
his life to live over again he would
devote more attention to people
and less to organizations.
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Report Of The
National Alliance Of New Church Women

The National Alliance of New
Church Women met for its fifty-
eighth Annual Meeting in the
Brockton Church on Thursday,
June 24, 1965. Our Alliance Chap-
lain, Mrs. Alice Van Boven, opened
our meeting with a beautiful and
inspirational worship service. Six-
ty-one women signed the roll; 49
voting members and 12 visitors.

The following women were
elected to serve the coming year:

President . ... Mrs. Harold Ber-
ran, Wayfarers’ Chapel, Californ-
ia

1st Vice President Mrs.
Wilfred Rice, Elmwood, Massa-
chusetts

2nd Vice President Mrs.

Robert Tafel, Philadelphia, Penn-
sylvania

Treasurer Miss Frances
Spamer, Baltimore, Maryland
Recording Secretary .... Mrs. Im-
manuel Tafel, Chicago, Illinois

Corresponding Secretary
Mrs. K. J. Casper, Cleveland, Ohio

Religious Chairman Mrs.
Alice Van Boven, Riverside, Cali-
fornia

Mite Box Chairman . Miss
Mildred Billings, Chicago, Illinois

Round Robin Chairman. ... Mrs.
Foster Woods, Bethlehem, Con-
necticut

Publication Chairman .... Mrs.
Richard Tafel, Jr., Cincinnati, Ohio

Nominating Committee .. Mrs.
Peter Greeley, Wilmington, Dela-
ware.

As in the past, the report of
the Mite Box Committee was of
paramount interest. The collection
this year was directed to the edu-
cation of Johannes and Dorothea
Reissner, son and daughter of the
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late Rev. Erich Reissner of Ber-
lin, Germany. At the time of the
Alliance meeting, $1,585.46 had
been collected, and the fund is
still growing! The League, under
the guidance of Miss “Muff” Wor-
den, scheduled a Hootenany for
the benefit of these two young
people. Further contributions will
be received throughout the meet-
ings of Convention.

The 1970 New Church World
Assembly again was brought to
the attention of our membership
through the enthusiastic report of
Miss Margaret Sampson. We are
told of the availability of savings
globes, and the proposed meetings
were outlined briefly. Miss Samp-
son suggested also that women
who hope to attend this confer-
ence could enrich their experience
greatly if they joined actively in

the National Alliance “Hands
Across the Sea” letter-writing pro-
ject.

Participation of local Alliance
groups in the development of the
Library-Museum at the Wayfar-
ers’ Chapel in Portugese Bend,
California was suggested. Activity
in this missionary outlet of our
church could include research and
development of proposed exhibits
which at present lack development
only because of the limit in time
and talent available.

Recommendations from the Ex-
ecutive Board passed favorably by
the members present and voting
included:

1. A change in the method of
communication via the publica-
tions ~committee, moving from
Grand Alliance pages within the
MESSENGER into separate and

inclusive bulletins;

2. A sum of $100 to be given
to the 1970 World Conference
Committee for the furtherance of
its promotional work;

3. A sum of $100 to be added
to the fund established last year
to help provide travel expenses for
young people attending the 1970
World Assembly in London, Eng-
land ;

4. And a sum of $75 to be taken
from the Alliance Fund for New
Church Education, to be sent to
the Leadership Education Insti-
tute to be used toward the support
of some young person in attend-
ance this year.

Mrs. Richard H. Tafel, Sr. shar-
ed with us the highlights of her
trip to western Canada last sum-
mer. A similar missionary trip is
planned this fall when Mrs. Tafel
with her husband travels to Eur-
ope. The Alliance Board will con-
tribute $500 from the Revolving
Fund to help underwrite her ex-
penses.

Mrs. Louis A. Dole of Bath,
Maine, was given special recogni-
tion for her long years of faithful
and inspirational service as chair-
man of the Round Robin Commit-
tee. Mrs. Foster Woods made the
presentation of gifts and flowers
on behalf of the Round Robins.

Miss Dora Pfister of Cleveland,
Ohio, thoughtfully arranged for
greetings to be sent to those not
able to be with us this year.

At the request of our president,
Myrs. Franklin Blackmer gave a
brief talk on the challenge pre-
sented to us as church women
through the expanding develop-
ment of Urbana College.

The women then moved to the
vestry of the Brockton Church
where they enjoyed a delicious
luncheon. Our guest speaker, Miss
Gertrude Dole of Bath, Maine, con-
cluded our meeting with her de-
velopment of the theme “Joy in
the Lord” ag it is given to us in
the Ten Commandments.

Bertha F. Berran, President,
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