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ESSENTIAL FAITH
OF THENEWCHURCH

There is one God, and He is the
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
°
Saving faith is to believe in Him and
keep the Commandments of His Word.
°

The Word is Divine and contains
a spiritual or inner meaning which
reveals the way of regeneration.

°

Evil should be shunned as sin against
God.
°
Human life is unbroken and con-
tinuous, and the world of the spirit is
real and near.
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Religion and Culture

UCH IS SAID today about religion as merely an aspect of the culture of the people

among which it is found. It would be nearer the truth to describe the culture of any
race or social group as a product of their religion. This is not to say, of course, that there
are not many non-religious factors in any given culture, nor that these factors exercise no
effect upon religious development. But it does mean that in the deeps of his being man is
religious. He is always asking, ‘*“Who am I1?"" and ““What is my relationship to the Ultimate
Reality of life?””

Man tends to become that which he conceives himself to be by virtue of that Ultimate
Reality. Or as Paul Tillich puts it, *‘Religion is the substance of culture and culture the
form of religion."”

We see this illustrated by numerous religions. The Hindus teach that to worship God
enables man to discover his real self and its meaning. Taoism stresses that if the Tao
(the way of the universe) were allowed freely to flow into man and work there, then every-
thing would be perfect balance and perfect harmony. Mohammedanism believes that the
whole duty of man is to submit to the will of Allah. These and other non-Christian religions,
no less than Christianity, proclaim the idea that human life in all its activities must be
oriented to Ultimate Reality. Man’s cultural activities must therefore be directed to the
same end. Thatis what we mean when we say that man’s duty is to serve and to glorify God.

Today's secular civilization has tended more and more to think of religion as only one
aspect of life, and sometimes to regard that aspect as a minor one.

The Bible, however, stresses that man’s relationship to God transcends—indeed, is
independent of time and space, that his fellowship with God is eternal in its nature. Death
ends all our activities and all our relationships on earth, but not our relations with the Eter-
nal. ‘| shall dwell in the house of the Lord forever' is the Psalmist’s description of this
pact that God has made with man. ‘‘Because | live, ye shall live also’ said the Lord.

Since religion is the core of human personality, it cannot be described as merely one
of man’s many cultural activities. Ratheritis the undergirding of culture. Even secularism
has its faith, its tacit assumptions, its life abundant (consisting of material things). It has
its gods, and a ritual for the worship of these. Its value system may differ very much from
that of the believer in a transcendental, yet personal, God from Whom he derives his ideals
and his goal in life; but it is still a value system.

The believer seeks first the kingdom of God and His righteousness in the full faith that
all worth-while cultural value will be added unto him. The materialist seeks first all the
delights that material possession can give him and thus believes he has acquired the
kingdom of happiness. In the deeps of human nature, however, is to be found a voice
which proclaims the supremacy of the spiritual. There, in those deeps, will be found a
vision, often dim and indistinct, which sees that under matter there must be something
superior—something which we term Spirit. Take away that spiritual explanation, and the
whole universe will become unintelligible. And all human striving will be rendered mean-
ingless.

In aworld in which secularism was really triumphant man would find himself homeless.
He would find himself in a universe that was alien to all his purposes and longings. His
relationships to a God Who cares would be severed, and he would instead be faced with
nothingness. However, we need not fear that such an outlook can ever prevail, for it is
contrary to man'’s basic instincts as well as his reason. Or perhaps we had better say that
under Divine Providence a triumphant secularism cannot come into existence.




SEVEN COMING EVENTS

“Why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which | say?"’ '—Jesus our Lord

2. convention in Philadelphia.......

Morning

9:30—Council of Ministers

TENTATIVE PROGRAM

Afternoon
Program Committee

CONVENTION THEME:

Evening
Supper meeting for ministers’
wives at the Tafels’ home

1
g Business Committee Alumni Dinner
$' 9:00—Council of Ministers Ministers’ wives meeting Council of Ministers
= Business Committee Council of ministers Program Committee
9:00— Council of Ministers Planning Conference 8:00—NCTS Graduation
i ANCL Executive Committee ANCL in attendance
® Exec. Com., Women'’s Alliance
= 9:30—ANCL Social
8:00—Communion 2:00—General Council 6:00—Supper
= 9:00—General Council Organized Sight-seeing 8:00—Opening of Convention
3 9:30—Women'’s Alliance ANCL Program 9:00—Film (presented by PRB)
g 10:00—ANCL Business meeting 4:00—Sunday School Association ANCL in attendance
£ 11:30—Open meeting—Speaker 9:30—ANCL Social
12:30—Alliance Luncheon
8:00—Communion 1:30—Faith and Life Program 6:00—Supper
9:00—Worship Speaker, questions and dis- 7:30—"'Singing City"’
. Convention Business Session cussion ANCL in attendance
5 ANCLinattendance till 11 a.m. 3:00—Coffee break
E 12:30—Lunch 3:30—Speaker, questions and 8:15—Board of Missions
discussion
ANCL in attendance 9:30—ANCL Social
8:00—Communion 2:00—Business Session 6:30—9:30 Dinner Cruise
9:00—Business Session Awarding of Keys and Shaw
. ANCL in attendance Trophy
> Consecration (including ANCL
::: officers)
& Board of Missions
Managers NCTS
Trustees of National Church
9:00—Communion
10:00—Breakfast
> 11:00—Service 1:30—ANCL Executive Committee
'E Ordination Exec. Com. Women's Alliance Supper at the Tafels’ home
a Investiture Pension Board
ANCL Participating Organized Sightseeing
Open meal General Council General Council
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