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ON GOING TO THE MOON

WE contemplate a journey to the moon;
Come go with us: ah yes, there is zest
In this adventure; why not the best

That life can give? New outlooks are a boon.

I plead that life on earth ends all too soon,
And it should give both thrill and quest
Enough for thoughtful ends; this fruitful nest
Gives hope and love and home; ‘tis God’s rich noon
For man. Go if you will: my heart is here
Where April spills its tears, yet brings its May
Soon following: and in its golden day

My mind is thus not choked with fear

Of space, of loss nor radiated wine:

Eternity lies before me. God make me thine.

—THERESA S. ROBB
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ESSENTIAL FAITH
OF THENEWCHURCH

There is one God, and He is the
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

®
Saving faith is to believe in Him and
keep the Commandments of His Word.
L]

The Word is Divine and contains
a spiritual or inner meaning which
reveals the way of regeneration.

°

Evil should be shunned as sin against
God.
e
Human life is unbroken and con-
tinuous, and the world of the spirit is
real and near.
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FINDING GOD THROUGH SCIENCE

N THE NINETEENTH and the twentieth century the idea has been widespread
among certain intellectuals and among the so-called sophisticated that science
has overthrown Christianity, and that science has taken the place of religion.
Charles Darwin is quoted as saying that he cast off his religious beliefs because
there were no proofs to sustain them. Herbert Spencer assigned to religion the
realm of the unknowable, the mysterious into which the human thought could not
penetrate. Man’s efforts to know God he compared to the effort of a watch endowed
with consciousness to know its maker, and then conceiving of him as a being like
itself, his ‘“‘actions determined like its own by springs and escapements’”’. Such a
watch would then, to complete the parallel, proceed to reverence its maker, seek to
know his will, make obeisance to him and worship him. Religion as practiced pro-
ceeded in much the same fashion, said this philosopher. Spencer, it may be observed,
expressed respect for religion, but wholly on practical grounds. He saw it as a pro-
duct of its age, useful as a means of consolation and social control.

A number of thinkers who have attempted to set forth a philosophy based upon
the theories and findings of natural science can be quoted in support of the re-
jection of Christianity by science. All of this proves nothing except that among
men knowledgable in science there are to be found some who are skeptics and free
thinkers. Nevertheless, it must be conceded that much of modern thought has
been strongly.tinged with a materialistic outlook. It is often argued that man is
only a machine whose behavior is determined by his heredity and environment;
that the vast cosmos is but a machine without purpose. No God is needed to explain
creation; Divine Providence is only a dream. The theory of evolution is the only
explanation needed to understand life. So runs the argument in some circles.

In its many battles with natural science, theology has generally come out second
best. The accomplishments of science in advancing technology have been so con-
crete and obvious, and its benefits have touched so many lives, that it is not sur-
prising to find science looked upon as mankind’s savior.

For this reason certain ecclesiastical circles have become distrustful of all efforts
to enter into the mysteries of faith with understanding. They have become dis-
trustful of human reason in all things relating to religion—indeed have attempted
to set up a ‘‘discreet degree’’ between the world of nature and the world of spirit.
Theologians of this persuasion fear that any conception of God, which reason and
understanding give birth to, is no more than a pagan idol.

An attitude such as the above does not give scope enough to reason and under-
standing. Both of these function in the realm of faith no less than in science.
Science does not essay to discover God for us. That discovery must come as the re-
sult of our own spiritual experience. But when in the deeps of our being we have
established contact with God, science can help us gain a better understanding of
Him. How? In the first place science shows us that there is a dependable pattern
in things. Whatever addition to our knowledge science makes, it is certain to fit
into that pattern. Surely this fact makes it more reasonable to believe in a Con-
scious Mind as the ultimate reality, for only a Mind can conceive of a pattern, a
design. Or take the truths of astronomy. Do they not show the immensity of God?
How much more powerfully the heavens described by the astronomers declare the
glory of God, than does a primitive idea which thought of the stars as only brightly
burning candles.

Science does not negate any spiritual reality which the human mind has appre-
hended. Instead it will enlarge and enhance that reality.

The first day of Lent was February 12. T
Easter will be March 29.
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No man is an island unto himself alone
He is a part of the continent
A piece of the main . ..

THE GROWTH

OF MATERIAL SCIENCE

by Walter Whitehead

OHN DONNE, (1573-1631), a great

preacher at the time of Elizabeth I
in England, spoke these words to tell of
the unity of man with his fellow men.
We repeat them to bring to mind the
simple common relationship of every
man and woman to this material world of
space and time. All of us join in the
universal study of our environment, and
the knowledge gained makes every one
of us a scientist.

The first man, countless centuries ago
in a warm interglacial time, who walked
up an Alpine valley over the coarse
gravel laid down by the rapid stream of
melted water, and picked up a large
pebble, saw, observed and acted. He
felt the stone and it fitted his hand.
He struck it against another stone and
it was hard. His intuition told him that
he had something that he could use.
He stood in thought while his reason
slowly led him in memory to far places,
to his hunting. Then he knew that he
had found a tool.

He went onward to his hunting
grounds where he had dug pits to entrap
small animals. There he experimented
with his tool and found it better than a
wooden club. Further experiments com-
bined wood with stone, and the man had
an ax. He was our first scientist. His
tools of stone are still found in those
Alpine valleys and give us our name for
his time, the Old Stone Age.

The man had a wife. Her intuitive
sense too was good, perhaps better than
his, for she went into the forest in
search of berries and herbs. With her
keen sight she saw fat roots near the
ground, and digging, discovered an
underground source of food.

Together the man and his wife went
along the border of a forest fire, ignited
during the terror of a tuunderstorm by
a flash of lightning. When the fire died
down they investigated the embers with

wonder and waited as the glow darkened
from hot cherry to red dullness, and
finally they soiled their hands with
black from the cool charcoal. This black
substance was regarded with curioslty;
it would burn, it made a good pigment
for paint, it was useful. They began
there the science of chemistry, for they
were the first to isolate a chemical ele-
ment, carbon 12, in its pristine purity.

The scientists of our modern archae-
ology classify these men of the Old Stone
Age only by the imperishable remains
they left on the earth and in their caves,
stone tools, dead bones, teeth and
skulls. Lost are their thoughts, their
simple inventions, and their dreams.
Well might one say with Francois Villon :

“Ou sont les neiges d’antan?”’

Where are the snows of yesteryear?

The last stage of glaciation closed in
Europe with the ice front at the Rhine
River. Southward 500 miles across the
tundra lived at that time, about 12,000
years ago, a race of men much like our-
selves, tall, erect and with finely formed
heads. They are called Cro-Magnon
from a place in the region of the Dor-
dogne River in France. Reindeer
abounded on the tundra and their
hunters chipped flaked flints to a high
degree of perfection. Bone was worked
by the women with great skill into
needles, borers to sew skins for clothing,
and into fishhooks.

In the caves of these men are paintings
in color of reindeer and bison. Albert
Guerard in his “France” (1959) says that
their drawings of animals show them to
have had remarkable gifts of observa-
tion and a sense for life in motion rare
among even the best artists of our day.

They understood space by distances
along the tracks southward through the
forest and to the north on the tundra to
the far horizon. Time to them was
measured by the transit of the sun,
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