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ESSENTIAL FAITH
OF THENEWCHURCH

There is one God, and He is the
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
®
Saving faith is to believe in Him and
keep the Commandments of His Word.
®

The Word is Divine and contains
a spiritual or inner meaning which
reveals the way of regeneration.

®

Evil should be shunned as sin against
God.
°
Human life is unbroken and con-
tinuous, and the world of the spirit is
real and near.
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Advent

HERE ARE a number of theories of history, but we will not enumerate these.
Christian thinking also has a theory of history. This theory lies at the very
heart of Christianity, and is an integral part of its faith. Briefly stated the Chris-
tian theory simply means that God is active in the affairs of men, and that which
some writers call ““historical forces’” is the work of God. According to the Bible
He chose the people of ancient Palestine to be the agents of His universal purpose
for humanity. And this purpose was brought to light by one known to most of
His contemporaries—if they knew Him at all—as merely an obscure Galilean peasant
who turned prophet and who suffered an ignominious death at the hands of a
blood-thirsty mob. Yet it was the coming into the world of this ‘““obscure prophet”
which was the turning point in human history. His coming meant the direct inter-
vention of God in the life of mankind—an intervention that took place at a definite
time and place. The doctrine of God assuming a human nature, more often called
the doctrine of the Incarnation, is central in Christian faith and is also the center
of history. For the Christian the “Word made flesh’’ is more than a new revelation
of God: It is the introduction of a new principle by which human nature is trans-
formed into something new. This intervention of God in human affairs makes of
history something more than the ordinary history which treats of the actions of
men, the rise and fall of empires, etc. Essentially it treats of the operation of this
spiritual principle which, like a subterranean stream, runs under the surface of all
external events. “Human history is the story of His (Christ’s) coming’’ writes D. T.
Niles in his commentary on the ‘“Book of Revelation’.

In the experience of the individual Christian it is the story of His ceaseless coming
in the inflow of divine life. For He still comes to those who hear His knock and open
the door for Him. Besides this He gives us the promise of eternal life. ‘“Because I
live ye shall live also.”

Advent means that God has fulfilled His promise to visit and redeem His people.
He has come into this world to contend on the human plane with the forces of evil
which threaten to destroy man. He has made us citizens of His kingdom—the king-
dom of “righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit”’. He has joined His
life to ours in a living relationship. He could have issued a command for us to love
and obey Him, but if He had done so, He would have destroyed us as human beings,
for to be human we must have free will. So He chose to assume our nature and to
live on the same plane with us, to battle our spiritual enemies, and to give us the
strength to meet and to overcome them.

And what miraculous changes have been wrought since the Incarnation, the
Cross and the Resurrection. And here we do not have in mind the astonishing inven-
tions which have so greatly altered the external life of man. But we mean
the changes in man which only love can bring about. Take the changed attitude
of man to his fellowmen and to human life and dignity, as an example.

Before the Incarnation enslavement of human beings was the common practice.
Slaves were so cheap at the auction block that it did not pay to nurse back to health
a sick slave. For the sick and the aged there was little concern. The only recourse
they had was begging. Newborn babies could be exposed to die if the parents found
them too great a burden. Men were put to death for even trifling offenses.

Every time we see an orphanage, a home for the aged, a hospital to care for the
sick, we should be reminded of the Advent. For the spirit brought into the world
by God’s assumption of a human nature is the creator of these things, as are many
other similar efforts to relieve human misery.

Not that the kingdom of God in all its radiant glory has become a full reality.
Man has still far to go before self-love, greed, aggressiveness, love of power, hate,
inhumanity and a host of other evils have been banished from the human scene.
But the history of the Christian era, of the centuries that have elapsed since wise

The whole country and a large part of the civilized world has been shocked
by the assassination of President Kennedy. This is a tragedy of major
proportions. Whether or not we disagreed with him politically, we all

recognized that he was a great man with great ideals. We are sure that
his death will not be in vain, for all the issues of life and death are in the
scheme of Divine Providence.
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men and shepherds alike knelt at the crib where the child Jesus lay, gives us hope
that man is slowly ascending into the kingdom. However, let us remember that we
have a part in this job. A hymn by Teresa of Avila, written many centuries ago \\OUR
reads: ““Christ has no body now on earth but yours,

No hands but yours,

No feet but yours. i
Yours are the eyes through which to look DAIL I B I ‘ EAD

Out Christ’s compassion to the world ;
Yours are the feet with which He is to go about doing good;

And yours are the hands with which He is to bless us now.” by Rev. Brian Kingslake

To be His hands, or to be in any way His visible body, we must strive to be in har-

mony with His purpose. We must bear in mind that the Incarnate One was God in
action in human history. He was God’slove and truth beihg made manifest through l

a personality. To bring our purpose into harmony with His we must incarnate His
purpose in our being. That means that we strive to keep His spirit alive on earth, School, with piles of volumes of Potts’
not only in .the season of Advent, but every day in the year. Concordance and the ‘““Arcana Coeles-
tia’’ on the floor around my feet, and a
Bible and typewriter on a rickety table.
Someone has just handed me a letter
from Rev. Bjorn Johannson, asking for
an account of the preparation of ‘“Our
St“dy materlals Daily Bread” for the “MESSENGER.

Well, I am in the middle of it!

THE WORD Strictly speaking, Rev. Richard Tafel,
Senior, is the editor of this little monthly
magazine of daily readings and medita-
tion, as he has been since its inception
fourteen years ago. But when I came to
U. S. A. at the end of August last year,

AM SITTING IN MY WOODEN CABIN
at Almont New Church Summer

new-church

HAT shall | write?'’ said the child to the sage,
‘‘As | start my book, on the first pure page?'’
‘‘Write about birth, the Word, the beginning,
Creation, the earth, the planets spinning’’
‘‘Yes, about Genesis,"”

The old sage said.

""What shall | write?'’ said the callow youth
‘‘Write about waters and skies and truth—
The far-flung creatures in paradise

Where cattle and men and birds are wise—
Write of the wonderful man and maid

Of the time they loved and were unafraid.”

"‘What shall | say?" said the full grown man.
“*Write of the times when the flood began
Tell of the rivers within, that ran

Out of the evil that he begets

That inundates when man forgets."””

‘‘What shall | do and where shall | go

And what shall | tell?”” said the middle-aged soul,

‘‘Mention the long grim wars, the roads—
Speak of sorrow and heavy loads

Of two stone tablets written in fire,

The cities inside us of sin and desire."”

They all sat writing, when down the stair

Came a man, a stranger with bright white hair.

His eyes seemed veiled and he softly asked,

‘‘May | write a message? | welcome the task.”

‘‘Yea and amen,’’ the sage began,
‘‘Write of the resurrected Man."’

As they watched his book increase

The man grew young and a blessed peace
Flowed from his garments and book and eyes
As though he tired of an old disguise.

All of the writers saw him change

Into an infant wise and strange.

‘‘What shall | write?"’ said the child to the sage,
“‘As | finish my book on the last bright page?””

‘‘Write of the Kingdom and morning star—
That Revelation is never far.

In Eden, the Sabbath is coming and more
From an empty cross and an open door—"'

DECEMBER 1, 1963

—ALBERTA BABCOCK

to ease the burden of his work during his
presidency of Convention, I was asked
to take over ““Our Daily Bread’’ as Asso-
ciate Editor. Since then I have handled
every issue, except that of September
1963 which Rev. Tafel took over to give
me a rest. The work is heavy, taking up
the major part of one week each month,
but it is exceedingly rewarding, and
there can be no doubt that theé one who
gets most out of ““Our Daily Bread’ is
the Associate Editor himself.

First of all, four sermons must be
collected together—or five for a five-
Sunday month. We are deeply grateful
to those ministers who send sermons in,
some very fine. What is needed is a
wider field of selection, and it would
greatly improve the magazine if a few
other men would contribute. Those
who preach extemporaneously (a prac-
tice of which we approve) could get
someone torecord them occasionally and
send me the tape—I would gladly have it
transcribed.

Sermons as submitted are generally
too long for the four pages allocated
each week, and I have to blue-pencil
them down to approximately 1,700 words.
This may involve a certain amount of
editing, which I do as discreetly as I
can, and apologize for doing. Around
this weekly sermon, a Sunday service is
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laid out, with prayers, Bible reading atiu
hymns, and a longish extract from the
Writings of Swedenborg.

Next comes the ‘“Meditation for the
This is the
pitch of the matter, and requires some
creative planning, to harmonize it with

Week,!’ covering two pages.

the theme of the sermon, and provide
variety and a fairly wide coverage. Hav-
ing chosen a subject for the week (such
as “‘Splendor in the Commonplace,’”” or
“Self Compulsion and the Heavenly
Proprium’”) I get to work with that
most valuable of all research tools,
Potts’ Concordance—a veritable “Potted
Swedenborg’’!'—and pick out perhaps a
dozen or twenty relevant passages. From
these, six only can be taken, one for
each week-day. They are placed in logi-
cal and progressive order, and typed out
on two sheets, corresponding to the
pages of “Our Daily Bread.”
extract must be limited to six or seven
lines,

As each

a considerable condensation is

usually necessary, which may mean that
I must take some liberties with the syn-
tax, even dove-tailing half sentences
together. What does it matter, so long
as the precious substance is preserved,
and it is all pure Swedenborg?

Now, suitable passages from Scripture
must be found, to illustrate the extracts
from the Writings. Or, the approach
may be from the opposite direction: a
Bible framework may be erected first,
and the Swedenborg extracts chosen to
fit in. Anyway, there must be a general
correlation, carrying the theme of the
sermon right through the week.

It is my sincere hope that these little
collections of references and extracts,
from the Word and Writings, may serve a
wider purpose than merely guiding the
meditations of the Church for one
week—important though that is. I be-
lieve they have a use in crystalizing the
truth into sparkling six-faceted gems,
which may be taken out and strung,

perhaps, in a kind of necklace. A collec-
tion of these might one day be published
separately, and prove of great value to
the thinking of the Church.

To complete the picture, come the
daily prayers, arising from each day’s
meditation. For these I call in the
assistance of my wife Jill, who has spe-
cialized in this particular field, and to-
gether we produce our offering, which I
hope is found stimulating to the reader,
but NOT comprehensive. Our purpose
is to provide a ‘lead in'’—to start the
prayer going—to establish contact be-
tween the reader and his Maker. Once
this prayer contact has been established,
we softly tip-toe away, and leave them
alone together.

“OUR DAILY BREAD", a New-Church
Manual of Devotion and Meditation, is
published monthly by the New Church
Book Center, 2129 Chestnut =Street,
Philadelphia 3, Pa.

copy, or $2.25 a year.

Price 25 cents per

church school lessons

HAT IS THE GOAL of religious
education? Where does the Sun-
day School fit in?
materials are needed?

What léssons and
These are ques-
tions which have concerned the Depart-
ment of Religious Education which was
established in 1958 to supervise, coordi-
nate,
work of the church. Work was begun on
a new curriculum by the Commission on
Religious Education, the forerunner of
the Department, and materials have
been prepared for Primary, Junior, and
Senior classes.

As recommended by the Council of
Ministers, the curriculum is based on a
three-year cycle on the themes of the
Lord, the Word, and the Church. Each
age group follows the same general
theme, but individual lesson topics will
vary. The development of the themes is
illustrated in the list of lesson topics.
(See the outline of lessons elsewhere in
this issue.)

and promote the educational

The new curriculum is organized to
encourage the greatest possible student
participation. Learning is a dynamic

process and it is in the give and take of
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lively class sessions that students learn
most readily.

The purpose of the curriculum is to
stimulate children to think together
about their growing relationship with
the Lord, the kind of people they want
to be, and how they can work through
the church to serve the Lord and the
neighbor.

An editorial committee of the Depart-
ment has been working with five writers
to prepare lessons for the different age
groups. Following is an outline of ma-
terial now available:

PRIMARY (1st, 2nd, and 3rd grades)

A Teacher’s Guide for each year of the
three-year curriculum. There is a de-
tailed guide for the teaching of each
lesson, including a statement of pur-
pose, Bible reading, memory verses, sec-
tion on teacher’s preparation, materials
needed, lesson outline, and an activity.
(See the sample lesson printed in this
issue.)

JUNIOR (4th, 5th, and 6th grades)

A Teacher’s Guide and a Pupil’s Work-
book on the theme of the Lord. Work is
in process on the other two themes. The

Teacher’s Guide consists usually of
two or three pages on each lesson,
including a statement of purpose, Bible
reading, section on teacher’s prepara-
tion, detailed outline for teaching the
lesson, and a suggested way for closing
the lesson.

A Pupil’s Workbook is provided for
each child, made up of one or two pages
for each lesson, and to be used at home
in preparing for the lesson or during the
class session. The lessons include tests,
crossword puzzles, pictures, maps, ques-
tions to consider, and information for
the student.

SENIOR (Senior High School--can be
adapted for Junior High School and
Adult classes)

A Teacher’s Guide and a Pupil’s Work-
book for the three themes. The Teacher’s
Guide, with two pages for each lesson,
follows the following format: Your Aim
in This Lesson, The Main Points, Pre-
paring to Teach, Teaching the Lesson
(a detailed outline for the class session),
and How to Close.

The lesson in the Pupil’s Workbook
includes the reading assignment (Bible

THE NEW-CHURCH MESSENGER



Themes: I. The Lord

II. The Word
III. The Church

references and page references in the
text, Story of the Bible by Walter Russell
Bowie), questions to guide the student
in his study, and distinctive material
from the teachings of our church. (See
sample lesson in this issue).

TEACHING AIDS

The preface to each year’s lessons in-
cludes references to books and materials
that will be helpful in the year’s work.
These include a Bible dictionary, atlases,
activities books, and films. The two-
volume set of books on the Bible by
Walter Russell Bowie is recommended
for the teacher’'s use in the Primary
lessons, and for teachers and students
on the Junior level. It is suggested that
all Senior students have their own copy
of “The Story of the Bible”’ by Bowie.
This book is used all three years of the
Senior curriculum and regular assign-
ments are made.

For further information about lesson
materials, including lesson topics for
each year, sample lessons, and order
blanks, write to:

The Rev. Ernest O. Martin

Chairman of the Curriculum Committee.
7305 Broxburn Court

Bethesda 34, Maryland

DECEMBER 1, 1963

curriculum

Primary
God Our Creator
The Call to Adventure
The Lord Is With You
. Joseph and His Brothers
. Joseph in Egypt
. Moses in Egypt
. The Journey Through the Wilderness
. Samuel Hears the Call of the Lord
. Give Thanks to the Lord
. David and Goliath
. The Coming of the Lord
. The Announcement to Mary
. The Christmas Story
. The Visit to the Temple
. The Childhood of Jesus
. Jesus Visits the Temple in Jerusalem
. Jesus Decides to Start His Life Work
. Jesus Calls Disciples to Help in His
Work
19. Jesus and Zacchaeus
20. Jesus Heals the Sick
21. Jesus Taught in Parables
22. The Wind and the Sea Obey Him
23. The Good Shepherd
24. Bread and Fish for Five Thousand
25. Jesus Loves Children
23. Jesus Goes to Jerusalem
27. When Easter Comes
28. What Happened on Easter?
29. The Disciples See Jesus Again
30. The Lord Calls the Fishermen Again
31. Jesus Goes to Heaven
32. Jesus’ Disciples Begin Their Work
33. The Lord Shows Saul a New Way of
Life
The Acts of the Disciples
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34.
35.

Junior

. What Does God Mean to Me?

. How Other People Think of God
. God Builds a Wonderful World

. Obeying God’s Laws

. A Call to Greatness

. The God of Moses

. The Commandments of Life

. A Time to Listen

. Give Thanks Unto the Lord

. A Word to the Wise

. A Little Child Shall Lead Them
12. His Name Shall Be Called John
13. They Worshipped Him

14. His Father’s Business

15. Jesus Is Baptized

16. The Temptations of Jesus

17. Jesus Calls Us

18. Trust in the Lord

19. God Loves All of His Children
20. The Transfiguration

21. God Forgives Us

22. The Feeding of the Five Thousand
23. Where Are the Nine?

. Entering the Holy City

. The Last Week

. Riding Upon a Colt- Palm Sunday
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27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
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11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
I,
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.

25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.

Easter

The Walk to Emmaus

The Disciples Go a-Fishing
The Ascension

Many Mansions

The Good Shepherd

The Lord, Our Father

The Kingdom of God is Within
The Pearl of Great Price
Review

Senior

. What Do We Know About the Lord?
. The Lord God As Creator
. A Call to Adventure

(Story of Abraham)

. We Can’t Escape God (Story of Jacob)
. Up from Slavery (Story of Moses)

. One Man Crusade (Story of Elijah)

. God Calls a Prophet (Story of Isaiah)
. Amos Speaks Out

. Unfailing Love (Story of Hosea)

. Great Expectations

(Prophecies of Advent)
The Birth of Jesus

A Visit to Jerusalem
The Baptism

The Temptations

Good News

The Great Physician
The Teacher

The Secret Life of Jesus
Disturbing the Peace
The Transfiguration
Predictions of Death
The Triumphal Entry
Cleansing the Temple
Who Will Be First
Settling Accounts
(Parable of the Judgment)
The Last Supper

Not My Will, But Thine
Betrayed

The Cross

He Is Risen

And Their Eyes Were Opened
The Ascension

Tongues of Fire

He Comes Again
Invitation

Review
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Primary
The Word of the Lord

. In the Beginning
. The Ten Commandments

The Courage of Joshua

. Deborah Trusts in the Lord

. Samuel Obeys the Lord

. Praising the Lord

. Thanksgiving in Israel

. Isaiah Answers the Call

. Preparing the Way of the Lord
. How Jesus Came

. The Wise Men Bring Gifts
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