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“That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in
me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us:
that the world may believe that thou hast sent me.”
(John xvii, 21.)

“The natural man who has the spiritual degree
opened does not know that he thinks and acts from his
spiritual man, for it seems as if he did this from him-
self, when yet he does not do it from himself, but from
the Lord. Neither does the natural man whose spiritual
degree has been opened know that by means of his
spiritual man he is in heaven, when yet his spiritual
man is in the midst of the angels of heaven, and some-
times is even visible to them. Nor does the
natural man in whom the spiritual degree has been
opened know that his spiritual mind is being filled by
the Lord with thousands of arcana of wisdom and with
thousands of delights of love, and that he is to come
into these after death when he becomes an angel.”
(D. L. W. 252.)

“All the heavenly societies communicate with one
another, They hold communication by ex-
tending their spheres, which proceed from their vital
affections of love and faith, and extend themselves far
to the societies around them, and the farther in pro-
portion to their interior excellence. In proportion
to this extension 1is the understanding and wis-
dom of angels. They who are in the inmost heaven,
and the center thereof, extend their spheres through-
out the universal heaven; and hence there is a com-
munication of all heavenly things with every one, and
of every one with all.” (H. H. 49.)

“He who has heaven in him has heaven, not only in
his principal powers and properties, but also in the
least things, as these in their proportion resemble the
greatest; and this because every one is in reality the
same with his own proper prevailing love, as this in-
fluences and regulates the whole man, and produces its
likeness therein.” (H. H. 58.)

The Sphere of Convention.

The editor is writing in a delightful little upper
room in one corner of the National Church at Wash-
ington. The sessions of the Ministers’ Council, the
Sunday-school Association, the Alumni Association,
and the Young 'People’s League for 1904 have be-
come things of the past. Convention has held its
Saturday afternoon meeting, and the Sunday morn-
ing service with its sermon and communion are over.
Each of the various meetings in the “Convention”
series of related bodies has its own peculiar quality,
with well-defined uses of its own, and a special co-
ordination of personalities not to be confounded with
the adjustments of any other body. But in Con-
vention proper a new order obtains. Members of
the Sunday-school Association, the Ieague, the Min-
isters” Council, and other societies and boards come
together in a larger, more general and comprehen-
sive representation. The vital interests of ait the
bodies converge in the sessions of the General Con-
vention, and through it become effective for living,
permanent influence in the world. The honesty,
faithfulness, intelligence, constructiveness belonging
to every associate body contribute to the power and
significance of the Convention. In just so far as each
minister and member of Convention participates in
this general sphere and potency of this largest body
does he derive the legitimate benefits his relation-

. ship to it should confer.

On the other hand, we have matter for reflection
as to the responsibility of each associate body that its
work and influence shall be contributory to the gen-
eral activity and worth of Convention, and shall in
no wise negative or dissipate its possible use and ben-
efaction. 'The Convention has certain well-defined
and more or less well-supported uses to perform.
Among these we see the recognition and control of
the ministerial equipment of our organization; the
sustentation of the Theological School, where not
only candidates for the ministry may be instructed,
but where teachers with aptitude and leisure may
pursue their chosen work in an atmosphere and with
facilities conducive to a sound and cumulative
scholarship representative of the best capabilities of
the church in their several departments; the annual
reinforcement of the work of the Board of Home
and Foreign Missions; the publication of literature
through co-operative societies ; and the sustentation
and issuing of its weekly organ, the New-CHURCH
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MESSENGER, designed to express its universal mes-
sage of enlightenment, warning, encouragement and
peace. An intelligent and sincere regard for Con-
vention in every one of these bodies and in every
intelligent friend of the organization must carry with
it the desire to strengthen the approved uses of Con-
vention and to submit various undertakings to the
test whether they build up or pull down the good
that is performing through the general body. It is
a simple principle which would be of practical value
if remembered when new activities by various bodies
are contemplated. Not that the new works would
not get done, but that every mind would become
educated to an appreciation of the fact that the first
duty within range of the Convention sphere is to
make sure that the paramount uses of the general
body shall be undoubtedly supported in an adequate
measure,

As the soft breezes and the sweet sunshine of a
perfect Sunday afternoon bring a pleasant sense of
restfulness, the editor easily lapses into reminiscent
mood, and his mind goes back to the last Con-
vention he attended in the national capital. It was
before the present beautiful church was built, and
when the Washington Society was homeless because
its own house of worship had been destroyed by fire,
the Convention meeting in the church of a friendly
congregation of another faith. How memories of
the workers of those days come back, with the rec-
ollection of the things they said, especially in the
friendly contact on social occasions, including the
visit to President Harrison and the trip to Mount
Vernon. The names of those then in quick touch
with Convention are Hayden, Pettee, Dike, Giles,
John Worcester, Hibbard, Scammon, Officer, Small,
Webster, Dewson, and a long list of others devoted
to the welfare of the New Church. One misses
something of the sphere of Convention unless he
counts the heritage of zeal and sacrifice and enter-
prise of those who helped to lay the foundations on
which we are building. These beloved and respected
brethren who have gone from us as to their visible
bodies are vital links to the new heaven, and their
steps upward remind us of descending influx of an-
gelic inspiration and pressure inseparable from an
opened Word of God.

Here again is a bugle-call to duty for the mem-
bers of the present and future Conventions. We
do not stand alone. Our responsibilities are not
confined to our own interests or the needs of the
world about us to-day. We are builders on a con-
tinuous structure. Our ideas must have a largeness
about them, our plans must have an adaptableness
to changing needs, our efforts must be of solid im-
portance, so that what we accomplish may be worthy
of adoption and improvement by a generation yet to
come,
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Contributed.
A Song of Peace.

Put off, put off your mail, ye kings, and beat your brands
to dust;

A surer grasp your hands must know, your hearts a
better trust.

Nay, bend aback the lance’s point, and break the hel-
met bar, =

A noise is in the morning winds, but not the note of
war!

Amo'ng the grassy mountain paths the glittering troops
increase;

They come! they come! how fair their feet—they come
that publish peace,

Yea, Victory, fair Victory, our enemies are ours,

And all the clouds are clasped in light, and all the
earth with flowers.

Ah! still depressed and dim with dew, but wait a little
while,

And radiant  with the deathless rose the wilderness
shall smile,

And every tender, living thing shall feed by streams of
rest,

Nor lamb shall from the fold be lost, nor nursling from
the nest, —John Ruskin.

The Difference.

“If you would work on any man, you must either
know his nature and fashions, and so lead him; or his
ends, and so persuade him; or his weaknesses and dis-
advantages, and so awe him; or those that have interest
in him, and so govern him.”—Bacon.

But if he is a Christian man, and has a living
faith in his Lord and Saviour, you may have diffi-
culty. You cannot lead him in spite of your knowl-
edge of his nature and fashions, because he is not
a creature of outward necessities, but “his heart
is fixed, trusting in the Lord.” You cannot per-
suade him, because his ends are not his own, but
the Lord’s. You cannot awe him, notwithstanding
his weakness and disadvantages, because his hope
is not in himself, but in the Lord. You cannot
govern him, because he has “one Master, even the
Lord.” The true Christian lives on a higher plane
and cannot be reached by the common. hopes and
fears of other men. Sy St

Edwin Markham on the Spiritual World,

The Washington Evening Star quotes the fol-
lowing from the address given before a large au-
dience at the Congregational Church on April 24th,
at the opening of the Anniversary Meetings of the
Florence Crittenton Mission :

Mr. Markham spoke on “The Dignity of Labor,” say-
ing in part:

“The old monk said labor was worship. It is as
sacred to sweep a room in the Master’s name as it is to
make a prayer. Labor and love, I believe, will be the
two great pillars of the heaven to which we aspire. I
conceive heaven will not be a place of rest. There will
be rest there, but it will come through action. We will
have spiritual bodies more real than the material bodies
we now have. I can’t tell you how that is, any more
than you can tell me what electricity is, yet electricity
is more real than the works of man. It may be, indeed,
that the discovery of what electricity actually is will an-
swer the question of what our spiritual bodles will be in
the heaven I conceive.

“In that heaven we will have things to do. There will
be art, and literature, and music. There will be cities to
build, friends to serve, and ambitions to lead us on—
ambitions not of selfishness, but of fraternity.”
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Beginnings and Founders of the New Church in
America,
III.—William Dunning Sewall,

Among those who withdrew from their member-
ship in the Old North Congregational Orthodox
Church of Bath, Maine, to form in 1829 the Bath
Society of the New Church, were William Dunning
Sewall and his wife, Rachel Allyn Sewall. Wil-
liam D. Sewall was a descendant in the seventh
generation from Henry Sewall, who was Mayor
of Coventry, England, in the years 1589 and 1606,
and whose grandson Henry migrated to America
and settled in Newbury, Mass., in 1634. This Henry
was the father of three sons, Samuel, known as the
“Diarist,” John and Stephen of Marblehead. The

descendants of John set-
tled in York, Maine, and
here were born the broth-
ers David and Dummer,
who bore a conspicuous
part in the country’s de-
velopment ; the former as
United States Judge dur-
ing the administrations of
Woashington and four suc-
ceeding Presidents, and
the latter as a soldier in
the French Wars, and a
Colonel in the Revolution-
ary Army under Gen.
Washington’s command.
Both were members of
the Provincial Assembly
of Massachusetts Bay
Colony, and both werz
early trustees of Bow-
doin  College.  While
David, after graduating
at Harvard in 1764, es-
tablished his home and re-
mained in York, where
his house still stands,
Dummer migrated to the
Kennebec and in 1762
bought a tract of land in the town of Bath and built
there a substantial house in 1781, which also is still
standing.  Dummer’s son Joseph married Lydia
- Marsh, and these were the parents of William Dun-
ning Sewall, who was born in Bath, January 16,
1797, the subject of this sketch and the father of
the writer.

In his early boyhood William, for a year or more,
lived with his parents in Hunnewell’s Point at the
mouth of the Kennebec, whither they had removed,
but on the death of his mother and his father’s sub-
sequent remarriage and removal to Farmington,
William returned to the old homestead in Bath to
make his home with his grandfather, Col. Dummer
Sewall. He attended school at the still standing

. quaint little school house, which bears on its lintel
the inscription, “Erudition,” under Master Page, a
famous teacher of his day, and subsequently pur-
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sued his studies at the Hallowell Academy. It is
significant of its aspiration to musical culture that
Bath at this time had its “Handel Society” in which
my father held a responsible office.

On New Year’s Day, 1821, when nearly 24
sears of age, my father was united in marriage to
Rachel Allyn Trufant, a daughter of David Tru-
fant, of Bath; their pastor, the Rev. John Elling-
wood, officiated at their marriage. William at this
time was manager of his grandfather’s farm, but a
few years later he entered the mercantile business
with Freeman Clark. Purchasing a wooded section
of the “York lot” adjoining the farm, he soon began
to utilize its timber in starting the great business
of his life, ship building. Beginning with small ves-
sels of some two hundred
tons, he with his partner
continued in the business
for fifty years, during
which time Bath rose to
the position of the largest
ship-building district of
America and the ships of
Clark and Sewall might
be seen in every important
seaport of the world. The
business descending to his
sons after his death is now
continued in the steel
ship-building plant of Ar-
thur Sewall and Com-
pany. It was in 1840 that
the ship Rappahannock,
the largest up to that time
built in the country, was
launched in this ship yard.

It will be remembered
that this was about the
time of the lively growth
and prosperity of the
New Church in Bath, and
the formation of that
brilliant and charming so-
cial circle which has been
described in the former sketches. My father and
mother had withdrawn from the Old North Church
and were among the members to solemnly organize
the New-Church Society in 1829. It was at their
house that the visiting ministers of the Society gen-
erally made their home, and it was at my father’s
instance that Samuel F. Dike was called in 1841 to be
settled as the first permanent pastor of the Society.
In view of the staunch orthodoxy of his grandfather
Dummer Sewall, a Puritan, judging from his por-
trait, of the true Cromwellian type, it is not sur-
prising that the defection of my father and mother
from the old church of their ancestors should have
given great concern and led to prolonged and some-
what bitter correspondence. The deacons of the
Old North pleaded with the young husband and wife,
with a persistency which must have been most try-
ing to both parties. At length the situation became
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