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The Coming
World Religion

As we move into a new decade it seems
appropriate to take a sweeping view of the
religious scene in the world today. It’s a mixed
scene, as it has been for many centuries. Islam
is on the upsurge in the Middle East and in
Africa; the fanatic Muslem faction, in Iran and
elsewhere, exerting serious pressure on the
social and economic fabric of the world. In
Northern Ireland the Catholics and Protes -
tants are no nearer a solution to their age-old
problems. The conservative element in many
world religions is becoming more vocal, more
powerful.

At the same time, one senses on all sides a
great yearning for spiritual truth and whole -
ness. The religious spirit, the religious quest, is
vitally alive today. Deep soul searching is the
mark of our age. People want to go beyond the
external forms to the inner, living reality. Many
of the old values are being questioned. Hard
questions are being asked by people both within
and outside of organized religion. We do live in
an age of transition; thus ferment and
uncertainty is to be expected. But what is
God’s long-range plan for His world?

In A.C. 1799.4 Swedenborg wrote (and I
paraphrase): Doctrinal views distinguish
Christian churches; accordingly people call
themselves Catholics, Lutherans, and so on.
But this wouldn’t have happened if they had
made love for the Lord and charity to the
neighbor the most important thing. Then
people could ‘‘agree to disagree’’ in matters of
doctrine, and every one would live, and let
others live, according to his/her own
conscience. Living according to the spirit, the
light of the Lord, would be the only
requirement. Then there would be one universal
church, hostilities and misunderstandings
would cease, and the Lord’s Kingdom would be
attained.

I dream about what this Universal Church
will be like. And I think it will have at least the
four following characteristics: 1) There will be
a love and worship of One God—a Divine
Personal Being of Perfect Love, Wisdom and
Power —recognized as the Energy behind and

within all of creation. 2) The One World —One
Family —concept will expand and become part
of our daily experience. In our minds we can
visualize the kind of world we want, where
there is genuine peace and justice for all, where
every person has the basic needs of body and
spirit met. And if we picture this kind of a
world we can build it. 3) The reality of the
spiritual world; its impact on planet Earth; the
ongoingness of personal life—these facts will
be generally accepted, with people’s lives being
changed accordingly. 4) There are many
pathways to God. The Holy City has twelve
gates. We all walk along our own path at our
own pace, and we can respect others walking
along a different pathway.

The Coming World Religion will be much
more than this, but I believe it will have at least
these four qualities. And as you read the
articles in this Messenger by and about Helen
Keller, notice how often she so beautifully
expressed these same sentiments. Despite living
in a black, soundless world, she still caught
radiant glimpses of the Kingdom of God
coming and being established on this earth.
This conviction, this promise, sustained her
through time and into eternity.

We are grateful to Clayton Priestnal and
Ernest Martin for their contributions in this
special issue of the Messenger, and our thanks
to Marion Kirven and Star Silverman for their
valuable research in the S.S.R. Library. The
front cover photograph and the picture on page
7 are reprinted courtesy of the American
Institute for the Blind.

P.Z.
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PART Il

“It is a law of Divine Providence that man
should as if from himself remove evils as sins in
the external man; and thus not otherwise can
the Lord remove evils in the internal man, and
then at the same time in the external. (D.P.
100).”

The law has several corollaries. One is that
we must distinguish people from their evils.
What we may think of as ‘‘an evil person”’ is
one of the Lord’s children who is in the process
of succumbing to the hells. If we attend solely
to the evils, we may be able to force some
attention in behavior. This may be necessary,
and it may be all we can do, but it is largely the
task of civil law.

The fullest cooperation with the Lord’s
purpose comes, though, when we discover the
person who is succumbing, and stand with that
person against the hells. It does not mean
wearing rose-colored glasses, believing that
everyone is really good, that all criminals are
victims of circumstances. It does mean that
there is an essentially good person alive within
everyone in this world. That is ‘‘the good in the
neighbor, which is to be loved,”” so that we
cannot genuinely love a person until we
discover it.

Discovery of this ‘‘good person’’ does not
blind us to evils. If anything it heightens our
resolve to see them clearly, and help the person
separate them, put them in their place.

Another corollary of this law involves the
““as if of self”’ principle. This one is rather
sneaky, and I’'m not prepared to take it very
far. But we know there is a difference between
giving someone encouragement and feeding
someone’s self-esteem, between helping
someone accept responsibility and making
someone feel guilty. These differences center in
differences of what we might call ‘‘ego-
identification,’’ which is the point of issue in
the ‘“as if of self”’ principle.

A third corollary involves the distinction
made between the inner and the outer persons.

People have some control over their outward
behavior. They have no direct control over their
basic preferences. I wonder how often we lay
very unrealistic expectations on people, how
often we treat them as though they could
change the way they feel. How often have you
heard someone say, ‘‘I know I shouldn’t feel
that way, but I do?”’ Who says you shouldn’t?
Perhaps the feeling is not good. That is'not the
point. The point is that the word ‘‘should”
implies direct control, and we do not have that
kind of control over our deeper feelings.
Somebody, which probably includes me and
you, is sending out some misleading messages.
Separating the impossible from the possible is
necessary if we are to give due credibility to the
possible. ‘It is a law of Providence that man
should not be compelled by external means to
think and will, and thus to believe and love the
things of religion, but should persuade and at
times compel himself to do so.”” (D.P. 129).

This is so much the reverse side of the first
law concerning freedom that it needs little
comment. It does remind me of some hopes
that the astronauts would find Swedenborg’s
descriptions of people on the moon to be true.
This probably would have focused a great deal
of attention to our church. I feel it is hard to
think of a more compelling means or a more
external one.

Self - persuasion and self - compulsion add a
further touch. They are rationality and
freedom. We can treat people as though they
were in control of their decisions. We can
recognize that deciding requires effort. Perhaps
we need to lay less stress on disciplining to
others and more stress on nurturing self-
discipline. I recall my father saying that a
minister’s job was to make himself unneces -
sary. That is, his job was to help people grow
to the point where his moral, finite support was
no longer needed.

It is quite possible to ‘‘help’’ people in ways
that increase their depending on the helper. We
can give people the answers instead of helping
them find them. They will appreciate this very
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much—my kids would like it if I treated their
homework that way. But if this is not the way
to treat children, whose abilities are still quite
limited, how do we justify it within the adult
church? It is appalling to find oneself being
quoted as an authority. Authorities are
substitutes for the work of thinking. And
conversely, it is delightful to discover that
something one has said has started up some
thought in someone else, that a mind has been
turned on, put in gear.

It would be nice if we could isolate the image
of the minister as ‘‘the person with the
answer,’’ shoot it with a silver bullet, and bury
it at the crossroads with a stake through its
heart. An answer is like anything else in life—
you get out of it no more than you put into it.
Easy come, easy go.

Of course we can give answers. And deep
down inside, we have some notion of their
differing values. ‘‘Is Divine Providence
universal?”’ ““Yes.”’ If the question is prompted
by idle curiosity, the answer does not mean
much. If it is asked by the lady whose life has
just been shattered, it means a great deal. She
has put a great deal into the question. If she
accepts our answer, it will be because it is her
answer, not because it is ours.

“It is a law of Divine Providence that man
should be led and taught by the Lord from
heaven by means of the Word, and doctrine
and preaching from the Word, and this to all
appearance as if of himself.”” (D.P. 154).

This one is different. How does it apply to
Buddhists, for example? It is a universal law
only if we take ‘‘the Word’’ to mean that
revelation which is accessible to a given person.
If we accept this broader meaning, then the law
not only works, it is also a necessary law. For if
there is to be such a thing as freedom to follow
the Lord, there must be some source of
knowledge as to where the Lord is going.

But if we make this adjustment, there are
corollaries. It means that there is something in
everyone’s life that is functioning as ‘‘the
Word.”’ Perhaps we cannot assume even in the
case of Christians that it is the Bible. It may be
Freud, I don’t know. But it does seem that we
need to do a lot of listening to other people to
find out where they get their convictions. This
one, I think, needs some special attention
beyond the scope of this talk.

It’s nice to end up with a simple one. ‘It is a
law of Divine Providence that man should not
perceive and feel anything of the operation of
Divine Providence, but still that he should
know and acknowledge it.”” (D.P. 175).

We don’t need to pretend to be able to
explain why things are happening. Even more,
we need not to pretend to this ability. We don’t
know. We can guess; there’s no law against
that. But we should not from some mistaken
piety allow our guesses to masquerade as
doctrine. For as long as it is all right to tell the
truth, it will be all right to say, ‘I don’t know.”’

How often do we feel we must back up our
belief in Providence by offering an explanation
of why something is happening? Let us look at
one last example. It would seem necessary to
our faith that no one be deprived of any
spiritual benefit except by his own choice. This
would mean that no one would die if by longer
life on earth a favorable change in ruling love
could be affected. So it would seem that
everyone dies ‘‘at the best of time.”’

I prefer to believe this, but I cannot point to a
single death as proof. There are one or two that
are suggestive, but that is not very many out of
the millions and millions of deaths that have
occurred, many of them apparently quite
inopportune.

Belief in this case is clearly a matter of
choice. No death can be proved to have been at
the wrong time for the person involved, which
is after all the point at issue. So if someone
disagrees with me, we should talk about
something else, preferably about what that
belief means. If that person challenges me to
explain some particular death, I cannot, and I
only establish myself as a potential fool if I try.
I don’t know. I just plain simply don’t know.
But neither does anyone else on earth.

So there we have one principle and five laws
of Divine Providence, with suggestions in each
case of how we may cooperate with the Lord’s
policies even though we ‘‘do not know”’
precisely what He is up to at any given moment.

If there is one point I would insist on, it is
that He is always up to something. He did not
dictate the Word and the writings and then
retire to Southern California. He is alive and
well and working among us. So to conclude
with, here is a little fable.

Once there was an American who went to
Europe. He bought a guide book —one that
rated all the restaurants, and he rented a car.
One evening he found himself in a small town.
He checked the guide book, and not a single
restaurant was mentioned. So he just took his
chances and went into one that looked clean.

Well it happened that the cook was sick, and
the cook’s uncle had taken over—one of the
finest chefs in the country. So when the meal
came, our tourist enjoyed it immensely. He
couldn’t quite believe it, but he did.



Finally he got to a real four-star restaurant.
Since he didn’t know the language, he ordered
by price. Now it happened that the most
expensive things on the menu were all frozen
dishes imported pre-cooked from far-off
lands, and they had a tendency to show their
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age, especially since they didn’t sell very well to
the regular customers.
Our tourist struggled his way through. “‘I

guess,”’ he thought, *I just don’t like good
food.”

CAMBODIA —
LAND OF HUNGER

Cambodia has been described as a once
gentle, neutral and agriculturally lush nation.
The course of world history in the last 10 years
has brought upon the Cambodian people the
ravages and terrors that humans can inflict
upon each other. Infants dying of starvation
are commonplace. Malnutrition reportedly
affects 80% of the children. Observers
returning from the area tell of seeing ‘‘very few
children under the age of five years.”’

Jacques Beamont of the U.N. describes
Cambodia as follows: ‘‘Nothing approaches
the desolation . . . the disease, the starvation. It
is all incomprehensible. 1 have not seen
anything like it before . . . not anything.”’

Reports indicate that a population of 8
million in 1970 has been reduced to 4.7 million.
Of those 4.7 million remaining, as many as 2 to
3 million face starvation. It is estimated that
between Thanksgiving and Christmas 200,000
Cambodians will lie down in the countryside, or
in ill-equipped shacks that pass for hospitals,
or in squalid refugee camps, and quietly die.

Mahatma Gandhi once said, ‘“To the hungry,
God comes in the form of Bread.”’

Remember: When we talk about hunger, we
are talking about people like you and me.
Statistics don’t starve. Babies do.

If you would like to help, send a contribution

to:

(in U.S.A)) (in Canada)
Church World Service Operation Lifeline
Cambodia Appeal Cambodia Refugees
Elkhart, Indiana 46515 8 York St.

Toronto M5U 1R2

PRESENT ADDRESS

Mrs. David (Gwynne) Mack
2 Oxford St., Apt. 3
Fryeburg, Maine 04037

1980

NEW CHURCH CONGRESS
YOUR LAST CHANCE TO BOOK

Please note that the closing date for receiving
bookings is January 31st, 1980. If you would
like to meet and discuss ideas with people from
throughout the New Church world and if you
would like to learn about some of the latest
thinking that is taking place in the Church, send
your booking form and a fee of 172 US Dollars
(70 Pound:s Sterling) per person to:

1980 New Church Congress
Oaklands New Church Centre

Winleigh Road
Birmingham B20 2HN
England
CONVENTION CALENDAR
Jan.7-9 Committee on Worship
Newton, MA.
Jan.17-19 Dept. of Publications
Newton, MA.
Jan.31-Feb.1,2 General Council
Waltham, MA.
Feb. 14 - 20 Ministers/Wives Retreat
Orlando, Fla.
Feb.24 -29 5th Florida Conference
Deland, Fla.
Feb. 28, 29 - March 1 College Trustees
Urbana, Ohio
March 14- 16 Board of Education
Almont, Mich.
April 14-16 Committee on Worship
Newton, MA.
June 25-29 GENERAL CONVENTION

WELLESLEY, MA,



Buenos Aires New Church Group. Standing:‘J. F. A. Habegger

BOARD OF MISSIONS REPORT:
BUENOS AIRES

The story begins around 1933 when I
answered a small ad in The American
Magazine. The ad referred to Correspondence
Courses offered by the New Church
Theological School in Cambridge, Mass. At
the time I was a young fellow, deeply religious,
living and working on my father’s farm in
northern Argentina. When the lessons finally
arrived, my command of the English language
was not good enough to follow them, but my
interest in reading Swedenborg’s books had
been awakened.

Many years later, then working in Buenos
Aires, I came across Swedenborg’s Heaven and
Hell and True Christian Religion in Perkin’s
English Book Store. I bought both volumes
immediately and read them over and over again
and became more and more convinced of the
great truths contained therein.

In 1948 or 1949 I met my first Swedenborgian
in the person of Mr. Tomas H. Spiers, an
officer of The First National City Bank of New
York then stationed in Buenos Aires. We
became close friends and it was then that the
Swedenborgian work in Argentina really had its

beginning. We corresponded for many years,
and then after we both retired from our
respective business careers the time had arrived
for a more concrete effort to promote
Swedenborg’s teachings in Spanish. In 1968 a
small group of interested people which I had
formed was recognized as an affiliate of the
General Convention, with myself appointed as
Lay Leader.

Spreading the New Church teachings in
Spanish speaking countries is difficult because
we lack Spanish editions of Swedenborg’s
writings. Fortunately the Swedenborg
Foundation will soon print Heaven and Hell
and Sig Synnestvedt’s The Essential
Swedenborg in Spanish which will be an
invaluable help for us. We meet in one
another’s homes with an attendance of between
four to ten members. The flame is alive and we
are confident that against all difficulties the
great truths revealed by Swedenborg will be
accepted by more Spanish speaking people in
the future. We are grateful for the assistance
granted to us to fulfill this task, to which we are
heartily committed.

J.F. A. Habegger





































































