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Moving Toward the Light

About This Issue

Guest Editorial by Eric Allison, PMSU Consultant

In 1988 the Pastoral Ministries Support Unit decid

ed that it had to offer greater assistance to our

churches. In most cases the churches were declining or

barely holding their own. It was clear that if our

denomination was going to survive, changes would

have to be made. PMSU began to explore ways of giv

ing more support to the local churches. Funds were

made available for lay people to attend workshops on

church growth; Eric Allison was hired as a full-time

consultant; congregations were visited by PMSU

members; regular communication with our churches

was established; books and other resources that

describe what is happening in churches today

throughout North America were reviewed; and a

greater commitment was made to invite the Lord into

our daily spiritual lives. It has been a learning ex

perience for all of us.

Fortunately, we have gained some important in

sights and have made some headway. Many of our

churches have willingly experimented with advertising,

direct mail, new styles of worship, public events,

neighborhood contact, community service, small

groups, and a variety of minor administrative changes.

There have, of course, been some failures and dis

appointments. It has been expensive, but we believe

that investing in the future of the church is essential.

There have been some significant successes and we are

convinced that not only will our church survive, it will

flourish. In some of our churches the growth has been

dramatic. In others a slow but steady influx of

newcomers has offered encouragement, and some have

yet to experience any significant growth. The transfor

mation of our churches will not happen overnight,

but as we continue to invite the Lord into our chur

ches and invite others to join us in forging a new

model of spiritual community, we certainly will grow

internally as well as in number.

This issue of The Messenger shows glimpses of what

is happening in some of our congregations. Space does

not permit a full accounting of every church. It is ex

citing to share with you this encouraging report. We

are just beginning our journey and have already turn

ed some corners.

From the Editor:

Some months ago, the Rev. Paul Zacharias, ex

ecutive secretary of the Pastoral Ministries Support

Unit, asked ifI would agree to devoting most ofone

Messenger to the visions andprogress reports from

some of our churches that have been working suc

cessfully with PMSU on growth and outreach. We

targetedJanuary and the New Year as a most appro

priate time to present these new beginnings and

regenerative efforts. However, since space didn V per

mit all the designated churches to be featured in one

issue, the Wilmington, Edmonton and Urbana articles
will be included in the February Messenger.

A happy andfulfilling New Year to all!

Patte LeVan
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What's

Happening

in Portland, Maine

"What we have found here is happiness. "

Susanne Lorraine

Lately, a lot of people in Portland

have been coming to the Sweden-

borgian Church to find the answer to

this question. Since PMSU granted

us money to publicize our church,

we have had a steady stream of

visitors, many of whom have stayed

to become friends and members.

Why are they coming? What are we

doing that attracts them? What

brings them back?

The local advertising we have been

doing has given us a consistent

presence over the past year. We have

been running small display ads

(under $40) in a popular free weekly

alternative paper called the Casco

Bay Weekly. Our publicity commit

tee, headed by Eli Dale, meets over

dessert monthly. They have produced

a series of provocative headlines

which run over a standard informa

tional format with logo, service

times, address, phone number, etc.

Some of our recent headlines in

clude: 'Tabor of Love/' "Soul

Music," *'Unity in Diversity,"

"Dance your own Dance," "Many

Paths One Source" and "Life's a

Miracle, Then You Live Forever."

We have also run ads in Journey, the

publication of the 12-Step programs,

and other small local monthlies. In

addition to these ads for the church

we have also run free classified list

ings for our twice weekly yoga classes,

bi-weekly "Spiritual Seekers" dis

cussion groups and our monthly

"Living Lightly" potluck supper.

Here's what they say:

"STRETCHING THE SPIRIT ...

a yoga class of gentle breathing and

stretching ending in deep relaxation.

All are welcome to this creative ap

proach to body, mind and spiritual

well-being. Please bring a mat."

"DISCOVER AN ANCIENT

GATEWAY ... Have you lost in

terest in religion because you didn't

get answers that made sense? Dis

cover this scripture discussion group

that makes the Bible relevant to

everyday life—come to feel, share, ex

plore, disagree, learn and grow. No

one will tell you what to believe."

"LIVING LIGHTLY . .. Interest

ed in sharing with others ideas about

harmonious co-existence with the all

of creation? Here's the place to

brainstorm and support each other in

bringing forth this dream. Come

talk, listen and eat great food at our

monthly Living Lightly potluck

supper."

(Continued on page 4)

Pastoral Ministries

The Pastoral Ministries Support

Unit—PMSU for short—helps to

foster ministries within our church

that focus on the spiritual well-being

of people. PMSU, which was created

under the organizational structure

adopted in 1986, is the first board

our church has had that works direct

ly with individual church groups to

develop programs.

One important component of

PMSU's work is our pastoral min

istries consultant, the Reverend Eric

Allison. Eric spends in-depth time

with local congregations, helping

them develop their visions as Swe-

denborgian churches, identify their

unique strengths, and to see how

these might mesh with local needs to

build a visible, contributing presence

in the community.

To participate in PMSU's process,

a congregation must first have taken

concrete steps showing its intention-

ality to grow—such as making sig

nificant budget allocations to on

going publicity and advertising ef

forts. Our church in Detroit, for ex

ample, voted to withdraw some of

their capital funds to advertise their

programs. Another evidence of com

mitment is members' sustained par

ticipation in follow-up contacts with

visitors, fund-raising activities, and

community service programs.

PMSU stays in touch with local

congregations both formally and in

formally. It meets with congregations

that request a visit. PMSU has held

several of its regular meetings in dif

ferent parts of the U.S. and Canada

in order to meet with local groups.

Such a meeting is often the first step

that starts a congregation on a more

systematic development of its

programs.

Currently PMSU is implementing

a five-year plan that emphasizes

training for church boards and coun

cils to function effectively. This

assistance will be available to local

congregations, and will also be used

at the denomination level, beginning

with the Cabinet and General Coun

cil meetings in January 1992.
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Portland, Maine (from page 3)

These other activities provide us

with opportunities to expose the at

tendees to the Swedenborgian Church

through our displays of pamphlets

and our monthly newsletter, always

conveniently available by the door.

Our new professional looking, laser-

printed newsletter has attracted a lot

of attention and is distributed to

over 150 members, friends and

visitors. It provides news of upcom

ing events, church council and com

mittee reports, inspirational articles,

poetry and a complete calendar of

activities held at the church. We

have made many friends who first

found us through attending func

tions such as the Dances for Univer

sal Peace, the Portland Folk Club

Song Swap, and Circle Dancing.

We have asked people what at

tracted them to attend our Sunday

worship service for the first time.

Some had picked up literature at one

of the many events and found it in

teresting. Some were intrigued by

the ad headlines; an ad executive

came simply because he was curious

about our creative talent. Others felt

a kinship with the statement that we

are " Celebrating the life of the

Spirit through Worship, the Arts,

and Community Service." One Sun

day we asked everyone to write down

how they felt about the Portland

Swedenborgian Church. Here are

some responses, from old friends,

members, and visitors:

/ love this church. I love that the

people here really care about the

world; and especially that they sup

port each other in the difficult strug

gle to become better spiritually and

physically responsible citizens of the

Earth.

This is my first time to be part of

the worship—/ am touched by the

openness—the search for wholeness

and sharing of each person with the

community. The reaching out of

spirit-to-spirit is wonderful.

Been looking to fill a gap in my

life that I have been trying to do on

my own through prayer and medita

tion but have realized that I need

people to break away in part from

my hermitage and be with a spiritual

community.

%

Common ground is a place to

laugh and cry and go through Life

trying to heal in the light ofa

higher order of mind and Godfrom

which that mind comes.

m

I am coming to this church

because I am accepted and therefore

can accept others, am respected and

therefore can respect others, am

loved and can therefore love others.

We are the world.

The best part of the church, aside

from the people, is the way Ken

allows freedom to speak one's own

mind. Very interesting opinions and

thoughts. What a great bunch of

people with fantastic views. Love

truly does live here.

•

The freedom to seek, to believe,

to defend, to enjoy, to play, to pas

sion, to change .. . God's path.

Simply speaking, what we have

found here is happiness. And the

wonderful thing about happiness is

that it naturally spreads. As more

people have found pleasure in the

gathering to worship on Sunday

mornings, the more happiness has

been shared with visitors. We have a

"pick what you want" singing ses

sion to open ourselves up at the start

of the service. The pleasure of spon

taneously singing songs close to your

heart is there for anyone to choose.

Our songbook has a variety of pop

ular, classic, new and homegrown

music. We have the trained accom

paniment of Rev. Ken Turley on

guitar and Laurie Turley on piano as

well as the occasional impromptu ad

dition of friends on drums, maracas,

guitars, flute, bass guitar and wash-

tub bass. We share the fun with the

children and that leaves us with a

warm relaxed feeling. After helping

to light the candle and open the

Word, the children are told a special

story and then are excused. We

bring ourselves into the moment

with a quiet centering prayer before

the reading and talk by our minister

or someone else who has desired to

share an inspiration. We call our ser

mon a talk because sometimes it be

comes just that. If time allows, ob

servations and comments by the con

gregation are encouraged. Sometimes

the few words offered by a parish

ioner are the beginning of a good

talk and a new friendship during

coffee hour. There is sometimes a

special song chosen to enhance the

message for the day or a performance

presented by dancers or musicians.

When the time of the service draws

to a close, we push back our chairs

and form our "closing circle." We

have almost reached all four walls

with the large groups we have had

lately! In our physical circle of hands

we form the connection we have

built throughout the service. It is a

circle of caring, sharing prayer con

cerns, thanksgivings and requests for

blessings. There is honesty and open

ness in our circle of oneness before

God. After we sing our benediction,

we slowly part hands. Worship then

becomes part of life as coffee perks

and kids arrive.

Much happiness comes from find

ing a place where giving of ourselves

is received in joy, appreciation and

caring. The people who have found

this happiness are gladly sharing

themselves with others. All our

gatherings are blessed as we humbly

pray for and acknowledge God's pre

sence in all our activities. We work

and play, we learn and teach, we

love and grow, together as individ

uals in a spiritual communion with

God and all creation.

Susanne Lorraine is secretary/ treasurer of the

Portland, Maine Swedenborgian Church. The

Reverend Ken Turley is minister.

PMSU Thanks You

The Pastoral Ministries Support Unit

(PMSU) gratefully thanks the following

churches/organizations for their finan

cial support of our pastoral ministries

consultant's travel expenses over the

past two years:

The Swedenborg SchooJ of

Religion (SSR)

Pawnee Rock church

Wilmington church

The British Columbia New Church

The Ohio Association

A special word of appreciation to the

Riverside New Church for its very gen

erous contribution to the Pastoral Min-

istires Support Unit Outreach Adver

tising Project.
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Cleveland Church:

John Billings

Moving Along;

Finding its Way
The Cleveland church has truly

come to life. The people here per

ceive that there is such a thing as a

spiritual (not just a psychological)

journey that we call regeneration and

that it is supremely important to

undertake it. In this situation, a

ministry can be very, very exciting.

To be part of a group beginning to

change, to come alive (perceiving

and choosing the good and the true)

is thrilling. To give you some sense

of where we are:

• When people find value in drop

ping the pretenses and games and

begin to 'come clean' with where

they really are, especially with regard

to their feelings, then the Lord's

reality and role has a much better

chance at truly leading us, as well as

being the central force in the

church's life that only the Lord

should be. Many may recall Sweden-

borg's wonderful phrase that the

Lord leads us through our feelings—

our affections. That dynamic process,

though often rocky, difficult and

sometimes dangerous, goes very well

with Swedenborg. It is the heart of

what the Cleveland New Church is

all about as we strive to move, to

grow, to be. How we get

somewhere—the internal basis of our

choices—is just as important to us as

where we are heading.

• If something doesn't feel right,

(as well as think right) we pay very

close attention to that. Why not? If

freedom is good enough for the

Lord, it is good enough for us! We

are free, even if we don't always feel

free. But we need to behave as ifwe

are, even if we don't feel that way.

There really are no rules; only love

and truth within us that it is our

honor, responsibility, joy and pain,

to try and know; to try and face. It

is not always easy. But it is com

pletely trustworthy. A lot of the trick

is in knowing how honestly and

knowledgeably to face and feel those

feelings where the Lord is trying to

lead us and then having the courage

to stand up for what we genuinely

come to know and believe. It is true

we have the Word in the light of

Swedenborg as a guide and a com

pass. But it is also true that both

these things must come and go

through us in order for direction and

meaning to emerge. We are, in fact,

always dealing with the Lord inter

nally as we seek to continuously give

birth to new life within and around

us. It is important that we labor,

that we do this kind of work: a still

born Lord is the death of the church.

• To become a true church in the

sense Swedenborg means, we must

be alive, caring, discerning, warm

and real: True to our deepest feel

ings, our deepest selves, which is the

only place where the Lord's will and

our own will be the same. Without

that essential element of real feeling

(whether joy, sadness, pain, what

ever) being invited in, expressed,

shared and acted upon, the church

will be lost because the Lord, ul

timately, will not allow it to con

tinue—no matter how well Sweden

borg might be understood! Love is

really the only subject we should

ultimately be concerned about.

Everything else is of secondary im

portance.

Our core-connection group meets

in the sanctuary. On more than one

occasion, with lights dimmed, I have

heard members of that group crying

their eyes out while lying in the

chancel. I can think of no better

place to cry. It seems so appropriate

to me.

I personally believe the lack of

feeling in our denomination is the

sole reason it has gone steadily down

hill for so many years—as well it

should. Swedenborg predicts that

this is exactly what will, and should,

happen to any church. It is but

another form of faith alone. Life try

ing to be lived on our terms, rather

than how the Lord would have us

live and feel it! It is heaven—

literally—that modulates, times, and

orders our feeling lives, so we need

to know, honor, and learn from life,

on its terms. It is not possible,

ultimately, to be spiritual and think

we can decide how or what we are

going to feel. That is essentially ar

rogant. It is also not possible to be

spiritual and be an internally cold

(or even cool) human being at the

same time. These two are mutually

exclusive. Repression of deep and

real feeling is hell's finest (and most

devastating) achievement in us, and

never exists in heaven. Divine heat—

life—is the first reality in the Lord

and must ultimately be our own as

well.

These are some of the more cen

tral and important values and under

standings we try to live by. I have

asked some of the members and

friends of the church to respond to

the question: "What does this

church mean to you personally at

this time in your life?" Their

responses appear at the end of the

article.

We have grown numerically the

past two years, due to our outreach

and programming efforts. We have

sponsored two successul showings of

the John Bradshaw video tapes on

family dysfiintion—something com

mon to us all. Personal counseling

(Continued on page 6)
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Cleveland Church
(from page 5)

has been a major feature of our pro

gram, and is the purpose of the

"core-connection" group that meets

every Wednesday night at the church.

The purpose of this group is for the

participants to attempt to connect

with their inner life and feelings,

which often originate in childhood,

by focusing on what is troubling or

painful to them in the present. Once

past initial embarrassments or other

difficulties, it can be helpful to have

a place where your struggles and

hurts are thought of as sacred doors

to deeper treasures.

We try to vary our Sunday morn

ing worship services, both in content

and form. We are not stuck in the

Apostolic tradition so typical of

many churches, Swedenborgian or

otherwise. We try to let our deepest

inner feelings and thoughts (the Lord

in us) determine the content as well

as the outer form. Last week, for ex

ample, the "message" was laced

with music and constituted the entire

might say or think or do—and

how we might respond.

It was a wonderful service, difficult

to do, but nearly everyone said they

liked it. We strive to have a lot of

beautiful music in our services (taped

as well as live—hymns, spirituals)

but try and stay away from over-used

and outdated hymns. We have many

different group and individual

prayers and, of course, a message of

one kind or another—perhaps a

poem that is appropriate for the day.

Another feature, new this year, is

what we call "Swedenborg Di

alogues." We may bring some aspect

of our church's teaching and talk

about it in an informal question-

and-answer mode. Some of the sub

jects have been: the nature of the

Lord; the nature and dynamics of

the spiritaul world; the overall mean

ing of life from the point of view of

our theology; what is salvation in

more modern, unchurchy terms; the

issues and meaning of "marital

love."

The most powerful part of human

life is when the divine and the

human come close together—in

The Messenger

Ideally, we would all have "fluid

access," in a complete and feeling

way, with our entire childhood,

whether that childhood was painful

or not. Why not? Is this not where

the Lord has laid down "remains,"

the actual foundation of our very

humanness, to say nothing of how

this whole problem of repressed feel

ing impacts our actual ability to even

perceive the Lord? Having access to

deep feelings within us is not synon

ymous with spirituality, but without

them spirituality is dramatically in

complete.

Deep feelings are very important

at the Cleveland New Church. We

have a genuine community emerging

in Cleveland and it is within this

context that we do fun things to

gether as an additional part of our

church life: Family style dinners

every month. Sing fests. A new

singing-performing group, called

"Breaking Chains," getting under

way under the able leadership of a

professional musician and newest

member, John Pyle. We also have a

choir. And we are currently initiating

a free-will pledge system in order to

" A stillborn Lord is the death of the church. "

service. The message was about

prayer and the internal sense, par

ticularly as these relate to children

and angels and how these two inter

act with the Lord's Prayer.

We have just purchased a high-

quality sound system which includes

the amplifier, mikes, speakers, etc.

Classical and other kinds of music

sound absolutely heavenly. Our pre

lude last week was the soundtrack

from the movie "Somewhere In

Time." With that playing softly in

the background, John Bradley, our

new lay leader, said (by means of the

new cordless mike):

When people are in church

together, and move closer to

their own internal places, the

angels gather round to listen

. . . They understand the

language ofinternal feeling and

thought, even better than we

do, and know that it is really

everything; and so are inter

ested and excited by what we

human experience. We try and

cooperate with the ways the Lord

would have that happen—and at

tempt to stay out of the way so it

can happen. Sometimes we fail. It

can be difficult, because getting close

to the Lord often means getting close

to our own feelings and losing that

sense of inner control and, therefore,

security. It really comes down to con

tinuously working toward true

humility. Part and parcel of that is

listening—listening carefully for the

gentler, but infinitely more power

ful, voices of deeper feeling and

thought.

We also have special, one-time

events. We had a speaker from

IANDS, the International Association

for Near-Death Experiences, who

talked about NDE's. We hope to

have a men's workshop on grief. I

think grief is men's number one

issue—buried grief feelings, especial

ly as they are connected to their rela

tionships with their fathers.

become financially independent of

Convention. We've got a way to go

with that one, but it is important

and necessary that we eventually

make it. We have a lot of work

ahead of us, to be sure, but I think

we're genuinely under way, in a

good way.

Members' Responses

#

Lois Krebs: ' 'My husband likes to

joke that I was a comparative church

shopper, since I've explored a lot of

avenues in my quest for a spiritual

home. I've found that home at the

Swedenborgian Church, where I feel

free, free to grow into my own per

sonal, spiritual best, with never any

pressure to conform to dogma, never

any question about my politics or

values; just a I Corintians 13 kind of

love."

®

Joyce Laggan: "Just recently I've

(continued on page 15)



January 1992

The Stone House:

A Swedenborgian Spiritual

Growth Center
Paul Martin Grumman

The Vision

For 20 years I have had a dream of

establishing a spiritual growth center.

Though not apparent to the casual

visitor, Swedenborgianism would per

meate the center. Swedenborg saw

religion as life, not dogma, and sal

vation as the process of spiritual

growth, not a judgment based on

correct belief. The Swedenborgian

Church's stated purpose is to

facilitate the spiritual growth and

well-being of people, and this is

precisely what everything at the

center would be geared toward—the

atmosphere, the books, the staff, the

classes and workshops, and the wor

ship services.

Swedenborg experienced God as

the source of all love and wisdom

and recognized that people were

created specifically to be able to

receive that love and wisdom. We,

therefore, trust people to know what

they need for their own growth, if

they can get in touch with deeper

parts of themselves. Our task, then,

is not to sell them, to judge them,

or to convince them, but merely to

support them on their inner journey

to love and truth.

Receiving and expressing love and

wisdom is the natural state. We do

not have to force it (push the river),

only provide the best possible en-

Interior of new book store with members

Linda Bryant and Leann O 'Connell

vironment for it to occur. We would

offer an oasis from the superficial,

external, material craziness of the

outer world, a safe place to explore

the blocks we have created which in

hibit the natural flow, a Center

where people can tune in to their

own center where divine love and

wisdom flow in.

Swedenborgianism is a perspective

and a way of relating to God, the

world, and each other. It would be

important that all the center's staff

and many of the teachers of the pro

grams be Swedenborgian. Sweden

borgian books and church literature

would be prominently displayed in

the library and the bookstore. Other

books, programs, counselors and

teachers would be "Swedenborgian

compatible," that is, similar in

values and perspective, and oriented

toward facilitating spiritual growth.

It would be a community center

because it would be a gathering

place for compatible groups, organ

izations, and individuals on the

spiritual path. They would find the

center to be a safe supportive en

vironment. There would be a com

fortable place for visitors to sit and

talk with the center's staff and meet

other visitors. They would appreciate

that there are books and classes

geared toward their needs. Those

who chose to delve deeper

would find a compatible

theology in the teachings of

Emanuel Swedenborg and the

Swedenborgian Church.

History

In 1982, upon graduating

from the Swedenborg School

of Religion, I, with my wife,

Sandie and infant son Bow,

moved to the Seattle area to

begin my ministry. We chose

Seattle because the congrega

tion there seemed far more

open to our vision of ministry

than others. They were used to an

informal personal worship style and

spiritual growth groups because of

having been under the inspired and

progressive leadership of Rev. Dave

Johnson. The first three years were

difficult because, in addition to settl

ing in a new area with no friends or

family and adjusting to being

parents, we were not sure how to

begin establishing the center. The

church did not own a building and

there were no funds to rent even an

office. Our services and classes were

all held in people's homes. The

members were wonderful, friendly

and supportive, but outreach,

publicity, and programming were

almost impossible. Then, in 1985,

the Board of Missions, which had

been supporting my ministry, sug

gested there might be some funds

available for a bookroom. We sent in

a proposal for a book room and spir

itual growth center, and received

assistance from both Convention and

the Pacific Coast Association. The

dream was finally becoming a reality.

The bookroom opened in Decem

ber 1985, a few months before our

second son, Shepard, was born. In

the beginning there were very few

books for sale. We did not have

funds to buy many books and our

primary purpose was not to be a

book store. The largest room in the

small building was used for a Swe

denborg library and reading room,

visiting with people who came in,

classes and programs, and worship

services. I worked in the store five

days a week by myself and taught all

the classes in the evenings (medita

tion, spiritual growth, and Sweden

borg, as well as facilitating a video

series). The need was obvious. Peo

ple would walk in the door and say

they felt like they had come home,

or they would burst into tears saying

how lonely they had been not know

ing how to find other people inter

ested in spiritual growth or even

spiritual books. Despite few books,

no publicity, and only a Stone

House Book Room sign hidden up

on the porch, the center started to

grow.

In 1987 sales qu&dcuplcd to

$20,000. I hired part-time help in

the store and found other leaders to

(Continued on page 9)
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Swedenborg House Chapel & Growth Center:

Growth Through

Attraction
Deborah Winter and Skuli Thorhallsson

Some members of the Swedenborg House Chapel and Growth Center (from

left, back row): Lola Golden, Drake Downing, Helen Mitchell, George Mit

chell, Skuli Thorhallsson, Lisbet Jonsdottier, Julie Cheney, Jack Cheney, Joan

Bryson, Deborah Winter, Sola Thorhallsson, Martha King, Alice Fairfax, Dot

Farnham, Victoria Staley, David Staley, Jaqui Cheney,

Swedenborg House (The DeLand Society) was established in 1969 under

the able guidance of Rev. Ernest L. Frederick. It is a large manor house in a

beautiful and peaceful "old Florida" setting surrounded by large oak trees

with Spanish moss, and year-round blooming shrubs and flowers, which has

served as a regional center for Swedenborgians throughout the southeast.

You will find it just north of DeLand (home of Stetson University) near

horse farms and orange groves.

When Ernest retired in 1988 we accepted the call to serve the DeLand

Society. Being newly ordained, we were full of hope and enthusiasm. This

has been tempered by three years of hard work and a new baby! We now

have hope, enthusiasm, and experience.

Faced as most churches are with the need to grow, we began to look at

ways to foster growth. Our membership has been supportive and open to

change, allowing us to streamline our Sunday service to: Prelude, Invoca

tion/Meditation, Serenity Prayer, Children's Message, Scripture Readings,

"Of all the trails there are to follow in this life,

there is one that is the most important of all,

and that is the trail of becoming a true human being.''

Music, Offering, Minister's Message,

Sharing/Discussion, Prayer and Heal

ing Circle, Benediction/Song of

Peace, Postlude. No hymnals are

used. From the feedback given by

our new friends, we believe this new

format is working well.

We are fortunate in that the New

Church is not an organization but a

spiritual vision and a way of life. We

are not confined to the Apostolic

tradition as a means of sharing that

vision. After all, to acknowledge that

the first manifestation of the Divine

is a Sun in the spiritual world (hea

ven) which is pure Love and Wisdom

and out of which all of creation

(spiritual and natural) has sprung

forth, makes us something "other."

So what kind of people are we at

tracting? It seems that we are too

liberal (lovers of freedom, especially

in spiritual matters) for many

"Christians" and too conservative

(hold dear the Scripture and Christ)

for many "New-Agers." Therefore

we are on the Middle Way. People

come who feel restricted by tradi

tional Christianity but don't want to

fall into the "fly-boy" syndrome

(believing in everything, committing

to nothing) that is often characteris

tic of New Age thinking. They want

the best elements of both. Which

means that they honor world and

native religions and are concerned

about the environment and world

peace. They want to deepen their

personal relationships and make a

difference in the world; they want to

take responsibility for their own

spiritual growth without abandoning

their Christian heritage.

Friends of Swedenborg House have

come from small spiritual growth

groups; weekly meditation and heal

ing circle, inner-child retreat,

women's retreat, men's group, Brad-

shaw videos on the Family and

Homecoming followed by hearing

and discussion, weekly 12-Step

group, individual and group counsel

ing, and spiritual direction.

Real church growth can only hap

pen through attraction, but we also

have to get the word out. So we are

very grateful for the help and en

couragement of the Pastoral Minis

tries Support Unit and its outreach

grant. Beginning this year we are

using it to promote our groups and
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Sunday service by designing and

printing flyers and brochures and

distributing them around town and

placing small tasteful ads in local

papers. As a result we are attracting

more and more enthusiastic people—

then the best advertising becomes

free: word of mouth. Growth

through attraction.

Our hopes and dreams are that in

the very near future we will become

self-supporting. We are on the right

trail. As the medicine man said to

the lieutenant in "Dances with

Wolves": "Of all the trails there are

to follow in this life, there is one

that is the most important of all,

and that is the trail of becoming a

true human being. I see that you are

on this trail and that makes me very

happy." There are thousands of peo

ple all around us who are on, or are

looking, for this trail. We hope to

be guides along the way.

The Revs. Deborah Winter and Skuli

Thorhallsson are co-ministers at Swedenborg

House Chapel and Growth Center, DeLand,

Florida.

Stone House (from page 7)

teach some new classes—Yoga, A

Course in Miracles, Life After Death,

while I taught meditation and spir

itual growth, a teen meditation

group, Bible study, an Introduction

to Swedenborg class, and the video

series, as well as leading worship ser

vices twice a month. We also had

workshops on the Essenes, Health

and Healing, Polarity Therapy,

Dreams, Relaxation and Stress Man

agement, and several concerts. We

were not prepared for such rapid

growth and, feeling overwhelmed

and burned out, it was necessary for

me to pull back.

In 1988 and 1989 we had a full-

time store manager. We expanded

our class offerings to one almost

every evening. Some of the new

classes included Tai Chi, N.L.P.

(Neuro-Linguistic Programming), In

tuition Training, Increasing Self-

Esteem, Right Livelihood, Marriage,

Parenting, Voluntary Simplicity,

Creation-Centered Spirituality, a

series on Health and Healing, an In-

terfaith series highlighting different

religions, and a series on Earth

Stewardship which got us involved in

Native American Spirituality. I

taught classes on Heaven and Hell,

San Francisco Church:

A Challenge of

Public Popularity
Jim and Rachel Lawrence

Wedding party in the garden, fall 1990.

At the San Francisco Swedenborgian Church, our congregation has in

herited one of the real architectural gems of the city; its popularity and fame

seems to grow each year. Being actually the second Swedenborgian church

built in the city, the Lyon Street chapel has been the wedding site of choice

for hundreds of couples since the twenties (the church was built in 1895).

During the fifties and sixties, it was common for the pastor to perform over

300 weddings in a year.

The energy and resources required to carry on this ministry are considerable,

and our challenge has been to determine whether this is the best approach

for us to place our central focus, since as long as we do this ministry, it will

dominate our focus. In many ways it does seem to be an effective means of

growth and outreach. We currently have a quite strong congregation by Con

vention norms, and a solid third, including much of our core leadership,

have arisen from the wedding program over the years. An important ancillary

benefit is the massive outlet this program provides for disseminating infor

mation about and exposure to the primary spiritual concepts of the Sweden-

(continued on page 10)

' 'The image I like for the San Francisco

church is that of a 'bucking bronc.'"
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San Francisco Church

(Continuedfrom page 9)

borgian denomination. It is not an

overstatement to suggest that our

church is one of the best known in

the city. Our open door policy for

weddings, baptisms, and memorial

services not only serves vital pastoral

needs of people at crucial junctures

in their lives, but also brings in

numerous visitors who read our

literature and attend our worship ser

vices. Our extensive public ministry

allows our 'Voice'* to reach literally

tens of thousands of people a year.

Nevertheless, there are certain

frustrations attendant to this

ministry. One is the high level of

energy that must be poured into

relationships that—by anybody's

track record—will not continue past

the prescribed event 95 percent of

the time. Most ministers receive

much more satisfaction from a rela

tionship that will grow and develop.

Even if the one event feels like a

success, it is not the same thing as

an ongoing relationship. The other

major frustration involves the total

amount of energy to keep this

ministry working properly and the

little amount of energy left over for

other ministry strategies.

At the San Francisco church we try

to maintain real excellence in our

worship service, especially because

we have visitors every Sunday and

because Sunday morning is still

the event the large majority of our

people want to experience. Both

of us, therefore, take part in every

service, providing a greater com

plexity of "voice," and we work

closely with the choir director, Ed

Kurtz, to plan each service

thematically. The architecture of

our church is a real plus, and

when great beauty in visual aes

thetics and in music is combined

with a thoughtful New Church

message, the worship service seems

to work well for many people. We

have begun to advertise our wor

ship service this fall in the Satur

day edition of the major daily

newspaper serving the San Fran

cisco Bay Area.

As our congregation is fortunate

to be strong in attracting people

in their thirties and forties, we are

at the time of this writing actively

pursuing a feasibility study to see

whether we can reasonably expand

our parish house for better children's

programming.

The Pastoral Ministries Support

Unit's church growth consultant,

Rev. Eric Allison, made a visit last

spring and has kept in touch with us

through phone calls since. His

primary suggestion has been to at

tempt a "small group" approach, in

which classes are advertised to the

public and to the congregation.

Hopefully, a mix of new faces and

veteran church members will come;

the new will bond with the old, and

suddenly you have some new people

who feel as though they "belong."

Also, the pastor is supposed to

develop someone from among this

group who can lead the same type of

group with the same success. You

advertise again, and get the same

results, but this time without signifi

cant pastoral time invested. As this

proliferates, one can see how the

growth can be adding up quickly.

We have discovered some difficul

ty in pulling this off in just quite

this way, but we do believe that

small groups are an important forum

to have on an ongoing basis in a

church. We hold evening classes

much of the year, and they help

Chancel, San Francisco Church

people exploring our church to get

an in-depth experience as an impor

tant complement to Sunday morning.

Working with Eric has stimulated

us to identify areas that could bene

fit from some rethinking. More pro

gramming, such as marriage enrich

ment events, can be offered to our

many couples. More promotion of

the church can be extended to those

who live within walking distance,

since parking is such a problem in

San Francisco. More advertising can

be placed around the city. Even

small efforts in advertising have

shown positive results this year. A

member, Nan Paget, has made some

intriguing "arts 'n crafts" flyers and

placed them around the city, actually

leading to an increase in visitors.

Our small Saturday ads have brought

worshippers every time so far.

But these efforts require time and

energy, and that is our big battle.

We have focused on increased volun

teer time given to the church, with

excellent results, and this is helping.

A new volunteer group, the Alliance,

is in the making. A new office Mac

intosh is helping our printed items

to look more professional.

Perhaps because of my (Jim's)

Texas upbringing, the image I like

for the San Francisco church is that

of a "bucking bronc." The enor

mous energy of the program

seems to yank the minister in

several ways simultaneously, and I

often have the sensation of flop-

ing around on top of this wildly

kicking program, barely holding

on with one hand. Successfully

administrating and directing this

ministry feels analogous to taming

the bronc and riding its forceful

energy in a purposeful direction.

That is our challenge. We are

grateful to PMSU's active interest

in our well-being, making its ser

vices available to us in numerous

ways. After one year in the saddle

here as a team ministry (one full-

time and one half-time), we

aren't completely sure what this

second year will bring. The only

certainty is that it will present op

portunities aplenty.

The Revs. Jim and Rachel Lawrence are

co-ministers to the San Francisco

Swedenborgian Church.
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Royal Oak, Michigan

Rich in Heritage, Flexibility and Optimism

Steve Pults

When a church's pastor

writes an article about his

or her church, it is tempt

ing to give readers only the

glowing good news and

success stories of recent

years. But if my sharing of

one church's experiences is

to be of use to other

churches and pastors, I

believe it is equally impor

tant to acknowledge areas

of difficulty, confusion, and yes,

failures. As the saying goes, we pro

bably have learned as much or more

from these as our successes.

One of the first things that attract

ed me to Detroit as its potential

pastor was the flexibility and dedica

tion of this church's long-time mem

bers. That was true five years ago. It

is true today. I have been blessed

with a group of people willing to try

new things, willing to risk trying

new ideas with the understanding

that they might not work, and will

ing to share church leadership with

new members. Today, the majority

of our board of trustees are members

who have joined our church within

the last three years.

Change can be unsettling for any

of us. And one of the tensions we

work with is attempting to honor

two different yet legitimate needs:

maintaining traditions that have pro

vided meaning for members over

many years while at the same time

offering worship that is relevant to

today's world. Put in concrete terms,

I have watched visitors come and go

as they attempted in confusion to

follow the First Order of Worship.

Yet I see one of our important

strengths being a church with a

proud heritage of over 150 years in

the Detroit area. Our solution to

date has been a great deal of com-

Royal Oak Women's Club, home of the Detroit New Church

promise. A typical service may have

both a traditional invocation and a

poetry reading. Giving a single

theme to each Sunday's service helps

bring all the elements together

cohesively.

We are indeed grateful for Rev.

Eric Allison's visits to us as a pastoral

consultant bringing with him his ex

pertise in advertising and outreach.

He has given us solid information to

help us understand the dynamics of

church growth. Prior to his visits, we

were more or less trying the "shot

gun" approach to outreach. When I

arrived in 1987, our visibility was

almost zero. We do not own our

own church building and are very

dependent on visibility through

advertising. We now have a perma

nent sign in front of the building we

rent for Sunday worship, and a

church office in an office-complex

building where I can work and meet

with people. We are listed in yellow

and white pages in every phone book

throughout the greater Detroit area,

and in our local newspaper's church

directory. Through our participation

in the Royal Oak Pastor's Association

and the Greater Detroit Christian

Communication Council we are also

well known and recognized.

At first we tried just a few hun

dred dollars per year with local-paper

advertisements that focus

ed on what our church

was about. We then in

creased our advertising

commitment by trying a

program where we direct-

mailed a personalized in

vitation to every new resi

dent within our zip code

regions. Not one visitor

responded—a very discour

aging start. But through

my involvement in the community,

my meeting couples who were look

ing for a pastor for their wedding

ceremony, and through references

from other people in the community

who knew of us, we saw some early

and steady growth. I found that

when I shared our emphasis on a

loving, intimate God, on the quality

of one's inner self rather than what

denominational badge one wore, and

on heaven and hell being states of

consciousness now rather than future

rewards or punishments, people's

eyes would light up, and they would

often say something like, "I've

always felt that way myself, but

never found a place where I could

share that."

After many long and helpful dis

cussions with Eric exploring our deep

conviction that strong emphasis on

these ideas might be the most direct

means of outreach, we developed the

concept of "Life Questions", a four-

part discussion series looking at

"Who am I?", "Where am I go

ing?", "Is there a God?", and "Is

the universe friendly?"

With PMSU's support, our church

board courageously voted to spend

$4,000 for advertising "life Ques

tions" to the public. Ads were

created, scrutinized, discussed, re

vised and finally published Easter

(Continued on page 12)
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Royal Oak Church
(continuedfrom page 11)

weekend and the following week. I

personally prayed for and visualized

35 people calling to register. I can't

tell you the anxiety I felt at poten

tially seeing this amount of money

coming to nothing. But by the last

day of the registration deadline 34

people had called to register! And

some called back asking if they could

bring friends.

Outreach is not

a one-shot effort

but an ongoing

process if a church

is to remain vital

and effective

in ministry.

Nearly all the registrants attended

the first session. The next three ses

sions saw our attendance evolve into

a small group of a dozen or so.

Three new families have become an

active part of our church as a direct

result of "Life Questions." I remain

in contact with others who attended

but simply aren't interested in be

coming part of a church community.

We have also had the difficult-to-

measure impact of thousands of peo

ple seeing our name in print

associated with such qualities as

openness, respect for individual dif

ferences and relevance. One young

woman whose wedding I later con

ducted called and said, "I just read

your ad, and I'm so excited about

your church!"

Another advertising project that

has worked well for us is a small ad

each week that simply reads, "Look

ing for a pastor who won't judge

you if you are from different faiths

or divorced, yet who will provide you

a wedding ceremony both sacred and

meaningful?" I meet an average of

three new couples a month from this

series and many express their interest

in looking for a church home.

We will be putting an emphasis

on small groups in the months

ahead. We have seen wonderful op

portunities for friendships to form in

some of our existing groups such as

the Appleseed Club where both

children and parents get the oppor

tunity to enjoy fun times together,

the Tuesday Guild (newly formed

last year), the Women's Alliance,

and a Bible study/discussion group.

Our hope is to see a new prayer

group form this year and possibly of

fer an outreach program to families

entitled, "What Do I Tell My

Children?"

Our teachings are grounded in ac

tion as we continue to give of our

resources and time to the local

shelter program, CROP Walk and

providing Christmas gifts to families

unable to provide presents for their

children.

One last observation: We have also

experienced the sadness and loss of

families who gave so much to all of

us in our church community, moving

away because of job and career re

quirements. It has been a reminder

to us that outreach is not a one-shot

effort but an ongoing process if a

church is to remain vital and effec

tive in ministry.

The Rev. Steve Pults is pastor to the Royal

Oak Swedenborgian Church, Detroit,

Michigan.

Nominating

Committee

Seeks

Candidates

The Nominating Committee of

the Swedenborgian Church is seeking

qualified and interested people to fill

the following positions within our of

fices and support units.

• President—for 3-year term begin

ning at Convention 1993

• Vice President

• Recording Secretary

• Treasurer

• General Council (1 minister, 2

lay persons)

Communications Support Unit

• Education Support Unit

• Financial Planning and Resource

Support

• Growth and Outreach Support

Unit

• Information Management Support

Unit

• Pastoral Ministries Support Unit

• Nominating Committee (2

members)

• Committee on Admission to the

Ministry (1 minister, 1 lay person)

• Convention Nominees for SSR

Board of Trustees (2)

If you are interested in having

your name considered for nomina

tion or wish to suggest a potential

candidate, please notify the chairper

son of the Nominating Committee at

the following address:

The Nominating Committee

c/o Annella Smith, Chair

4144 Campus Avenue

San Diego, CA 92103

Telephone (619) 295-5662

Meet Us

In St. Louts, Louis

For

Convention '92

See upcoming February

Messenger for exciting details!
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Alliance of New Church Women:

Mite Box '92

New Hampshire

Spiritual Growth Network

The Alliance of New Church

Women voted at its annual meeting

in Kitchener, Ontario, this past

June, to support the outreach work

of the Rev. Dr. Wilma Wake in

West Franklin, New Hampshire.

Wilma writes us: The New Hamp

shire Spiritual Growth Network has

now been in existence for a year. It

began in the fall of 1990 with a flyer

announcing the creation of a new

network for those interested in

spiritual growth and holistic healing.

Over 40 people showed up for the

first meeting—a potluck and work

shop with two nurses discussing the

ancient nursing healing tradition of

therapeutic touch. At a business

meeting after the workshop the

group decided to meet once a

monthf alternating educational

presentations and meditation/dis

cussions.

As we celebrate our first birthday

as a groupy we are proud that we

have met every month this year. Be

tween eight and 40 people have

shown up for each session, with an

average of 25 for workshops and 15

for meditation. Our educational

topics have included many different

forms of healing, including polarity

and ayurvedic. Our discussion topics

have included spiritual growth, good

and evil, and Swedenborg's theol

ogy• We have a core group ofpeople

who are taking an increasingly active

role in the many tasks that keep us

going.

We are committed to allowing

people of diverse beliefs, ethnicity,

and lifestyle to come together to ex

plore spiritual growth. We are en

couraging our participants to explore

a wide range of ways of being spirit

ual in the world, balancing inner

growth with a life of charity, address

ing issues such as the environment,

homelessness, and discrimination.

It is a very gratifying experience to

be a part of this group. So many

people have said that they waited a

long time for something like this,

and it fills their spiritual needs in a

way no other group has. The group

has been growing throughout the

year, and the response is overwhelm

ingly positive. We are encouraging a

series of small spiritual growth

groups to be meeting regularly along

with the larger network meetings,

and we are continuing to add smaller

groups as we attract more and more

people. Recently, the group voted to

request membership in the Maine

Association and to apply for non

profit status in New Hampshire. We

are becoming increasingly organized

andfeeling much more settled in the

community.

All of this is being done with a

minimal budget. I am donating my

time as a minister, supporting myself

with a full-time job as a social work

er. Our expenses are for room rental,

publicity, mailings, and a small hon

orarium to speakers. Each $40 ad

nets us about half a dozen new calls

from people interested in our work.

Last year, we managed with $200

from GOSU, $200 in donations, and

a small amount from the collection

basket after each meeting. We need

additional money to maintain our

publicity efforts and keep up with

our mailing list of over 100 people,

as well as to pursue non-profit status

and incorporation as an official

ministry within the Swedenborgian

Church.

We see ourselves as developing a

model of ministry that can be dupli

cated in other areas—a ministry with

strong outreach potential into the

community, yet involving a min

imal budget. We are pleased with

the decision of the Women's Alli

ance to donate the mite box collec

tions to our group and are most

appreciative of any help that we

receive.

The Alliance also voted for con

tinued support of Kei Torita's minis

try in Japan, support for the Urbana

University Library Fund, the Harvey

Chapel Fund, our five church camps,

the Youth League, The Messenger,

and the convention baby sitter. We

also contributed to Church Women

United, and Church World Services

(CROP). This year we are particularly

pleased to have supported five

former Urbana University students

toward their undergraduate expenses

through the Edith Blackmer Memor

ial Fund. As the fund specifies, all

attended the University and are

Swedenborgians.

The Alliance wishes to thank all of

you who have contributed to these

worthy causes and we appreciate your

continued support.

I am also pleased to report, thanks

to Mary Ebel, that we have a new

supply of convention pins. These are

available for $4.00 plus 504: mailing

through me at my address listed

below. (Mailing cost may be higher

for Canada.) The pins will also be

for sale at convention in St. Louis

this coming June.

Our annual appeal letter will be

out shortly. However, contributions

are welcome anytime. Checks made

out to the Alliance of New Church

Women, and requests for pins may

be sent to: Nancy C. Perry, Box 156,

Jackson, NH 03846.

How should a person repent? ... by ex

amining oneself, recognizing and

acknowledging one's sins, praying to the

Lord, and beginning a new life.
True Christian Religion

The Women's Alliance

Mite Box 1992
will support

The Twelve-Step Work of the

Rev. Dr. Wilma Wake

Step 11: Sought through prayer and medita

tion to improve our conscious contact with

God ... praying only for knowledge ofMi&
willfor us andthe power to catiy it dut. ":
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Stone House
(continuedfrom page 9)

taught classes on Heaven and Hell,

Divine Love and Wisdom, Uses, and

Introductions to Swedenborg based

on The Presence of Other Worlds,

and continued the video series. We

got more organized, computerizing

our inventory, etc., but we did not

increase our inventory and our sales

dropped off to $16,000 per year.

Throughout this time the church

had not increased its membership. In

summer 1989 we took a long look at

who we were as a church and what

we wanted to be. We decided to

focus on clearly articulating the

Swedenborgian theology and creating

spiritual community. We also com

mitted ourselves to a church growth

goal of 100 percent. In November

1989, we began holding weekly wor

ship services, and Peggy Stansbury

and Sandie organized a children's

program. Within six months we had

more than doubled our attendance

and almost doubled our member

ship. Like the Stone House, the

church was not ready for such rapid

growth. We were not well-organized,

the space was too small and not

suited for services or a children's pro

gram, and the same few people were

doing all the work.

In February 1990, we were blessed

with our third child, Hilary. At the

same time the Stone House lost its

major funding source and had to let

its manager go. With countless hours

of volunteer help from Sandie, I

took over managing the store.

Business immediately doubled and

we finished 1990 with over $29,000

in sales. Our classes also continued

to grow. A "Bradshaw On the Fam

ily" video series initiated two ongo

ing recovery groups. Once again we

were not ready for the growth, how

ever. I cannot do an adequate job

managing the book store, coordinat

ing the programs, teaching classes,

leading worship services, and being a

pastor to my growing congregation.

Sandie and I began to seriously con

sider resigning and closing the

center.

Present and Future

In April 1991, I hired a business

consultant, Candy Turrentine, to

help me figure out if, given our

limited resources, continued growth

and success for the center and the

church (the realization of our vision!)

was possible without totally burning

myself out and neglecting my family

even more than I had been. With

her tremendous expertise, concern

and support, we came up with a vi

sion and plan that was endorsed by

the Stone House board and the en

tire church congregation.

Our task, then,

is not to sell them,

to judge them,

or to convince

them, but merely

to support them

on their

inner journey

to love and truth.

Unfortunately, success required in

itial funding. Convention and the

Pacific Coast Association have faith

fully funded the center, allowing us

to keep our heads above water, but

not to a degree which would enable

us to: rent or purchase a larger

building providing room for services,

classes, office, and book store; ex

pand the store inventory (necessary

to bring in more people and thus in

crease income); buy fixtures and fur

niture; increase our visibility via

publicity; and hire adequate staff.

After careful deliberation (thanks

to the moral support we received

from so many people throughout

Convention, and to the Los Angeles

church for offering some funding),

we took a step forward trusting that

the financial support we need will

materialize.

In November we moved into a

larger space near the Stone House

that has an office, a classroom, a

worship space and room to expand

the store. We will begin a children's

program. We will be sponsoring two

classes most evenings. The church

will have a little more room to grow.

We see this as an intermediate step,

however, and as an experiment. We

will know soon if we can afford to

continue to grow.

To realize our vision the center

still needs: a larger classroom and

worship space (wider than 13 feet);

two rooms (for the older and

younger children); room for a Swe

denborg library; a kitchen; a recep

tion area; additional help in the

bookstore (to maintain the quality of

the inventory, enhance the appear

ance of the store, and improve cus

tomer service); and a second minister

(to meet the needs of a growing con

gregation, expand the Sweden

borgian presence in the center and

provide additional Swedenborgian

classes, programs, counseling, etc.)

I still believe in our vision. I am

confident that the center could con

tinue to grow and move toward self-

sufficiency. We have reached thou

sands of people and could reach

thousands more. It is a perfect forum

for exposing these people to Sweden-

borg's books and ideas, and for

nourishing the growth of the Swe

denborgian Church. The enthusiastic

and ever-increasing interest shown in

the center reinforces our belief that

this vision is a viable model for

facilitating the spiritual growth and

well-being of people.

The Rev. Paul Martin Grumman is

minister to the Swedenborgian

Church and Spiritual Growth Center

o/Puget Sound, Washington.
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Cleveland (from page 6)

realized how my relationship with

my husband of22 years has deep

ened and matured because ofmy in

volvement with the core-connection

group at Swedenborg Chapel It has

helped me to separate the painful

issues ofmy past from the vissici-

tudes oflife, thereby helping me

with my own spiritualjourney. It

took me nearly a year, but I'm final

ly seeing life in a more glorious way

because of the not-so-glorious process

offeeling some of those oldfeelings

that hurt."

%

Don Kennedy: ' 'The Swedenborg

Chapel is, for me, a warm, caring-

for-people place, while at the highest

level promoting, empowering and ar

ticulating one's spiritual growth free

from any ' 'doctrinal guilt.''

m

Isabelle Winfield: <fAt this time in

my life this church has become a

sanctuary that wraps its comforting

arms around me with a spiritual

reassurance that I especially need.''

m

Jane Dardzinski: ' 'Swedenborg

Chapel is a safe place to express your

thoughts andfeelings without being

criticized and a place to grow at your

own spiritual rate.''

m

Quint Billings: f 'The spiritual cen

terpiece from which I emotionally

and spiritually regenerate.''

Linda Masek: ' 'This church has

helped me to see that the Lord is a

loving God. In addition the mem

bers are caring, sharing, loving and

very helpful in my spiritual growth.''

Doris Fasnacht: ' 'Church is not

just a building, but what is in our

hearts and in His Word which we

read daily and the teachings we use

to understand the inner sense ofHis

Word."

m

Hilda McDonald: "At age 84 and

having been born into a Sweden-

borgian family, I have always felt my

church to be a sort ofanchor and

guide and mother, more so since my

earthly mother passed away when I

was 10."

LaPointe—Stephanie M. LaPointe, daughter of Thomas and Susan LaPointe,

was baptized into the Christian faith November 3, 1991, at the Church of

the New Jerusalem, Fryeburg, Maine, the Rev. Gardiner Perry officiating.

Link—Jordan G.B. andjarrod E.S. Link, stillborn twin sons of Victor and

Anita Link, entered the spiritual world October 11, 1991, in Pawnee Rock,

Kansas. Resurrection services were conducted by the Rev. John Bennett, with
interment at Pawnee Rock Cemetery.

Snow—Everett F. Snow, Sr., age 89, entered the spiritual world October 22,

1991, at Norway Convalescent Home in Norway, Maine. Resurrection service

was conducted October 24 at the Church of the New Jerusalem, Fryeburg,

Maine, the Rev. Gardiner Perry officiating.

Tutak—Doris Irene Tutak entered the spiritual world October 20, 1991, in

Pawnee Rock, Kansas. Resurrection services were conducted at the Pawnee

Rock Swedenborgian Church, the Rev. John Bennett officiating.

Whitten—Andrew J. Whitten of Fryeburg, Maine, entered the spiritual

world November 4, 1991, in Brighton, Maine. Resurrection service was con

ducted November 6, the Rev. Gardiner Perry officiating.

Mareta Tafel, wife of Rev. Harvey Tafel, Wayfarers Chapel, California, had a

second eye surgery in October, with resulting improvement in the position of

her eye. At this mid-November writing, she is due to have two more opera

tions. She can be reached at 25837 Oak Street #110, Lomita, CA 90717.

Rev. Erwin Reddekopp was operated on November 8 for a detached retina.

At this writing he is recovering nicely at home: 1442 Inkar Road, Kelowna,

B.C., Canada VIY 8H7.

Rev. Edwin Capon has been in the hospital recently for two more angioplasty

procedures. He is recuperating at home: 463 Viking Drive, Pleasant Hill, CA

94523.

Your prayers and other expressions of caring are greatly appreciated.

Sfiaron Billings: ' 'The church is a

place where I can openly share the

joy andpain ofspiritual growth with

those who cherish this journey. "
%

John Bradley: "A place of love,

guidance, spiritual growth, and

understanding where we can all come

and worship in our own way and ex

press and experience the spirituality

that lives in us all.''

Tracy Morris: ' 'A place to battle

my own personal devils, because the

church experience is not easy for

me.

John Billings: "A place ofhuman

growth and celebration taking place

within the broader context of each

person's unique spiritualjourney to

seek andfind the Lord in their life. "

The Rev. John Billings is

pastor to Swedenborg

Chapel in Cleveland.

RIGHT: Some members

from the Cleveland

congregation.
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The Messenger

The President Reports

Wayfarers Chapel Update

The fall meetings of the board of

managers of Wayfarers Chapel have

concluded, and I want to share a few

of the highlights of this very upbeat

meeting.

In a special Chapel service and

reception following it, we honored

the members of the Los Angeles

Swedenborgian Church and also Carl

Lundberg.

The Los Angeles church made a

special gift to the Chapel for the

express purpose of putting in a new

parking lot and drives. The old lot

was fast becoming a safety hazard

and roots of trees were causing

further destruction. A new lot with

underground root barriers was

installed at the end of October.

Without this generous gift from our

Los Angeles church, the work could

not have been done.

Carl Lundberg, longtime Chapel

devotee, was honored for establishing

a memorial endowment fund in

memory of his wife Betty Pobanz.

While the fund is restricted to using

only the income for Chapel projects,

he made this an open fund and

invites all interested in the work of

Wayfarers Chapel to contribute to

this fund.

In recognition of these two gifts,

both of which will be more than

$50,000, two 20-foot trees recently

planted on the grounds were

dedicated to the Los Angeles church

and to Carl and Betty Lundberg.

At the board meeting,

considerable time was spent on the

Chapel's five-year plan with

emphasis on the 1992 and 1993

years. A capital funds budget of

$49,000 was developed for putting a

slurry seal on the parking lot, lights

for the medians in the parking lot,

and replacing the temporary trailer

now serving as the information

center.

Funds are in hand for the slurry

seal for the parking lot. Monies

outside the operating budgets will

need to be raised for the parking

lights and a new modular unit for

the information center. The latter

must be purchased, as the trailer was

a temporary solution with temporary

permits.

Following the board meeting, the

ad hoc committee on planting a

Swedenborgian congregation in the

Palos Verdes environs met. Repre

sentatives from the Friends of the

Wayfarers Chapel, the Los Angeles

church, the board of managers of

Wayfarers Chapel, and the de

nomination met to discuss hopes,

dreams, possibilities and drawbacks

of starting a Swedenborgian

congregation. Many ideas were

explored. A smaller committee will

be meeting twice a month to explore

this possibility.

I told you these were good

meetings. I just measured my cup

and behold! It was more than half

full! I'll carry some of the increase to

Houston, Texas. More about that

next month.

Love and Peace,

Richard H. Tafel, Jr., President

The Swedenborgian Church

of North America

The Messenger

48 Sargent Street

Newton, MA 02158
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