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G o d a n d t h e G r e a t S t o r m 

TH E d e v a s t a t i n g h u r r i c a n e t h a t s t r u c k New 
E n g l a n d on September 21st was p r o b a b l y 

the most serious c a l a m i t y i n the h i s t o r y of the 
New F m g l a n d states. A t the present t ime o f 
w r i t i n g , six h u n d r e d and f i f t y persons are k n o w n 
t o have perished, one h u n d r e d are miss ing , and 
s i x t y - t h r e e thousand persons are homeless. 
F o r a l l those who arc bereaved and f o r a l l those 
who have suffered loss and p r i v a t i o n the s y m 
p a t h y of the whole n a t i o n w i l l be expressed. 
T h a t s y m p a t h y has taken a p r a c t i c a l f o r m and 
herculean efforts arc a l ready being made t o re 
lieve the distress and t o restore order i n the 
s t r i cken area. 

M a n y people w i l l f ind i t d i f f i cult t o reconcile 
this g r e a t c a l a m i t y w i t h a belief i n D i v i n e P r o v 
idence. I t is no e x p l a n a t i o n o f the m a t t e r t o 
say, as a few men have g l i b l y sa id , t h a t events 
l ike these are D i v i n e v i s i ta t i ons on and w a r n 
ings t o a wicked w o r l d . T h a t men m a y take 
w a r n i n g is qu i te t r u e . T h a t such disasters 
move us a l l t o p i t y , s y m p a t h y and p r a c t i c a l 
helpfulness is even more t r u e . B u t t h a t God is 
responsible f o r the s t o r m and i t s consequences 
is too much f o r r a t i o n a l persons t o believe. 

F o r the New Church there are t w o lines o f 
e x p l a n a t i o n of the cause of g r e a t s torms. 
F i r s t l y , hurr i canes , cyclones, t y p h o o n s , m a y be 
o r d e r l y movements by which the surface of the 
e a r t h is k e p t i n a s ta te habitable b y m a n . T h e y 
m a y thus be regarded as phenomena of a s t i l l 
evo lv ing w o r l d , and t h e i r use, harsh and violent 

t h o u g h i t be, minis ters t o the g rea ter good of 
m a n k i n d . T h a t they take t o l l o f h u m a n l i f e is 
merely i n c i d e n t a l and forms no p a r t of the 

.p lan f r o m which they proceed. Secondly, we 
can r e g a r d them f r o m the s t a n d p o i n t o f s p i r i 
t u a l causat ion as t a u g h t by Swedenhorg. H e 
affirms t h a t a l l disorders i n the n a t u r a l phe
nomena of the w o r l d are due t o h u m a n disorder 
on the plane of s p i r i t : t h a t the earthquake and 
the v io lent tempest resu l t f r o m disorders i n the 
hells and are the outcome of human disobedience 
to D i v i n e L a w . 

" H e l l itself breathes out 
Contagion to this world." 

H e l l produces d isorder in the rea lm of n a t u r e . 
M e n of science would be slow t o accept th i s 

idea of s p i r i t u a l causat ion because the connec
t i o n cannot be demonstrated . B u t i t is the 
on ly reasonable e x p l a n a t i o n of the g rea t ca lam
ities t h a t f r equent ly occur i n the w o r l d . I f i t 
be t r u e i t shows t h a t calamities are no t due 
t o p r o v i d e n t i a l overs ight . I t p u t s responsi 
b i l i t y f o r these t r a g i c events on human disorder 
and disobedience. 

T h i s does n o t mean t h a t calamities are o u t 
side the o r b i t of D iv ine c o n t r o l . I n H i s care 
f o r the preservat ion of human freedom the 
L o r d permi ts m a n y th ings t h a t prove disastrous 
in t e m p o r a l a f fa irs o f men, b u t these th ings do 
n o t in te r f e re w i t h our e terna l wel fare . A n d 
those who per ish b y s t o r m are s t i l l i n the D i -
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vine care. W e m a y not be able t o say w i t h 
W a l t W h i t m a n , ' 
"Whatever happens to anybody, it will be turned to 

beautiful results, 
And nothing can happen more beautiful than death," 

but of th i s we can be c e r t a i n : mis fortunes are 
never allowed t o in te r f e re w i t h the L o r d ' s eter
na l purpose i n our lives. W h e t h e r we die in 
our beds o r are drowned a t sea, die of o ld age, 
or are k i l l e d by a s t o r m , the angels a w a i t us 
on the other side of the ve i l . T h e L o r d calls 
about fifty m i l l i o n persons t o the h igher l i f e 
every year , b u t H e knows each one personal ly 
and calls each one by name. 

A . W . 

T h e Reign of Violence 

TH E r a p i d l y chang ing scene i n E u r o p e 
makes i t d i f f i cult f o r a weekly newspaper to 

speak w i t h any degree of c e r t a i n t y . Before 
this page reaches the reader the die w i l l have 
been cast f o r peace o r war . E u r o p e and the 
whole w o r l d may be b r e a t h i n g more easily and 
may have t u r n e d t o a reasonable discussion of 
the problems t h a t now c o n f r o n t some o f the 
leading nat ions of the w o r l d . A n d t h a t there 
are problems, none can deny. T h e map of 
E u r o p e r e d r a w n a f t e r the W o r l d W a r l e f t 
r a c i a l minor i t i e s i n several countr ies . T h r e e 
m i l l i o n people of German blood were l e f t i n 
Czechoslovakia. I t is a rea l prob lem how t o 
make these three m i l l i o n people h a p p y and con
tented under Slavic ru le . I t is a prob lem f o r 
the Czech government . G e r m a n y wants to 
solve t h a t prob lem by annex ing a large p a r t 
of Czechoslovakia. She ignores the fac t t h a t 
the l a n d never has belonged to her . I t was a 
p a r t of the f o r m e r A u s t r o - H u n g a r i a n empire . 
G e r m a n y shuts her eyes t o the f a c t t h a t b y a n 
nex ing the Sudeten p a r t of Czechoslovakia she 
would include w i t h i n her borders a considerable 
m i n o r i t y Czechs. T h e same would be t r u e f o r 
the claims of Po land and H u n g a r y . H u m a n 
n a t u r e be ing what i t is , the so lut ion of these 
r a c i a l problems is an almost superhuman t a s k . 
B u t the e f fort to solve them by force is the most 
i r r a t i o n a l p o l i c y t h a t could be conceived. 
N e a r l y every w a r leaves behind i t the seeds of 
f u t u r e w a r . 

I t is est imated t h a t by death and disease the 
W o i ld W a r exacted a t o l l o f t h i r t y mi l l ions of 
lives. A f u t u r e E r u o p e a n w a r w i l l p r o b a b l y 
be j u s t as cos t ly . F o r every Sudeten German 
who may be won back to the F a t h e r l a n d about 
ten other persons m a y have t o per ish . I t 
doesn't make sense, docs i t ? 

T h e loss o f l i fe i n w a r , however, is no t the 
greatest loss. T h e l o w e r i n g of the m o r a l tone 
of near ly the whole w o r l d , the loss of a sense 
of the sacredness of human l i f e , and the b i t t e r 
animosities t h a t flourish l o n g a f t e r peace is 
s igned—these, arc even more serious t h a n the 
m o r t a l i t y of w a r . 

P r o b a b l y there never have been more s t r e n u 
ous efforts made to aver t a w a r t h a n those of 
the past few weeks. B u t the t h r e a t of a re ign 
o f violence more deadly and more d r e a d f u l t h a n 
a n y t h i n g the w o r l d has k n o w n since the days of 
Ghengis K h a n s t i l l hangs over the w o r l d . H o w 
l o n g can this be borne? H o w much more sabre-
r a t t l i n g on the p a r t o f a few Europeans can 
the w o r l d to lerate? T h e great m a j o r i t y of 
people in n e a r l y a l l countr ies w a n t to live 
peaceful , indus t r i ous lives. I f freedom of the 
press were restored t h r o u g h o u t E u r o p e , and 
no man need bear arms except he rea l ly de
sired to do so, the g rea t s t a n d i n g armies would 
melt away l ike m o r n i n g mist before the r i s i n g 
sun. 

W h a t e v e r the outcome may be i n E u r o p e 
there are two g r e a t lessons t h a t w i l l n o t be 
wasted on the democracies of the w o r l d . A free 
press and free speech are essential to the preser
v a t i o n of r a t i o n a l i t y in a n a t i o n . A n d no man 
o r g r o u p of men should he allowed to exercise 
a reign of violence. 

A . W . 

Divine Permissions 
I T is not of the Divine Providence that wars take 

place, because they are united wi th homicide, dep
redation, violence, cruelty, and other enormous 
evils which are diametrically contrary to Christian 
char i ty ; but s t i l l they cannot but be permitted . . . 
for unless evils were permitted to break f o r th , man 
would not see them . . . and therefore could not 
he led to resist them.— (Div ine Providence, 2 5 1 . ) 
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" T h e S e v e n C h u r c h e s i n A s i a " 
By Wilfred G . Rice 

OF ^11 the books i n the B i b l e , there are 
few more wide ly misunderstood t h a n t h a t 

of Revelation. I t is a s t range book, s trange 
i n bo th language and s e t t i n g , ye t i t s m y s t e r y 
goes f a r beyond these e x t e r n a l t h i n g s . T h o u g h 
generations of earnest Chr i s t ians have searched 
its pages f o r the g r e a t s p i r i t u a l message which 
so obviously lies j u s t beneath the surface , few 
there are who have f o u n d i t . 

T o Swedenhorg was g r a n t e d the pr iv i l ege of 
u n f o l d i n g the t r u t h s which h a d been veiled i n 
m y s t e r y t h r o u g h the ages. T h e key which a t 
las t opened the door to s p i r i t u a l treasures is 
f ound i n these words f r o m The Apocalypse Ex
plained : 
"Many have expounded this prophetical book, which is 
called the Apocalypse, but having all been unacquainted 
with the internal or spiritual sense of the Word, they 
have applied the various particulars of its contents to 
the successive states of the Church, with which they 
have become acqjuainted from history; besides which, 
they have applied many of them to the concerns of civil 
governments. Hence it is that these expositions are for 
the most part conjectures, which can never appear in 
such a light as would admit of their being established 
as truths. . . . From these considerations it is evident 
that the Apocalypse, as well as the prophetical parts of 
the Old Testament, cannot be understood, nor anything 
therein, unless the spiritual sense be known, and unless 
there be given also a revelation from Heaven, where 
the whole Word is understood according to that sense." 

I t was p a r t of the mission o f Swedenhorg, 
there fore , to raise the s t u d y of this i m p o r t a n t 
book f r o m the level o f mere speculat ion t o cer
ta in t i es based u p o n divine reve lat ion . I n d is 
cussing t h a t p a r t o f the book of Revelation 
t h a t deals w i t h the Seven Churches i n A s i a , i t 
must be remembered t h a t " S p i r i t u a l th ings must 
be s p i r i t u a l l y d iscerned. " T h o u g h a survey o f 
the facts which archaeology and other ex te rna l 
studies have added t o our knowledge of the t e x t 
i n - i t s l i t e r a l sense, has i t s p lace , these c o n t r i b u 
t ions are i m p o r t a n t on ly i n so f a r as they t h r o w 
l i g h t u p o n the s p i r i t u a l pr inc ip les conveyed b y 
the deeper sense. 

T h e h i s t o r i c a l b a c k g r o u n d of the messages 
t o the Seven Churches m a y be summarized as 
f o l l ows : I n the y e a r o f o u r L o r d 95 , J o h n , the 
w r i t e r of the Book of Revelation, was sent i n t o 
exile b y the R o m a n E m p e r o r D o m i t i a n . On 
the lonely I s l a n d o f Patmos , a smal l , volcanic 

i s land i n the eastern p a r t of the Aegean Sea, 
J o h n received the visions whi ch are s t i l l a mys
t e r y t o the g rea ter p a r t of the C h r i s t i a n 
C h u r c h . F o r eighteen months he was kept 
there a t h a r d labor , b u t weariness o f body d i d 
n o t i n t e r f e r e w i t h the opening o f his s p i r i t u a l 
s ight . As B ishop o f the C h r i s t i a n Churches i n 
A s i a he sought bo th t o encourage and reprove 
them, as needed i n each case, b y sending out 
the p a s t o r a l l e t t e r which is k n o w n t o us as the 
book of Revelation. I t was n o t , as some have 
been led to believe b y c e r t a i n words i n the 
second chapter , a g r o u p o f l e t ters sent i n d i v i d 
u a l l y t o each C h u r c h , nor was the i m a g e r y p u r 
posely intended to deceive R o m a n censors; i n 
w r i t i n g the book o f Revelation J o h n was f o l 
l o w i n g the A p o c a l y p t i c model so c l ear ly set 
f o r t h i n the O l d Tes tament , n o t a b l y i n the book 
of Daniel. 

T h e first message was to " T h e angel o f the 
C h u r c h i n Ephesus . " N o t t o the Ephesians 
themselves, f o r the ch i ldren of men are so o f ten 
u n w o r t h y servants of the cause they profess , 
bu t t o the angelic society which corresponds to 
the Ephes ian temperament . Be fore g o i n g f u r 
t h e r w i t h th i s sub jec t , i t may be well t o quote 
once again f r o m The Apocalypse Explained: 

" I n this chapter and the following the seven churches 
are treated of, by which are described all those in the 
Christian Church who have religion, and from whom the 
New Church, which is called the New Jerusalem, can be 
formed; and it is formed from those who approach the 
Lord alone, and at the same time repent of their evil 
works. The rest, who do not approach the Lord alone, 
from the confirmed denial that His Human is Divine, 
and who do not repent of their evil works, are indeed 
in the Church, hut have not anything of the Church in 
them." 

I n the message t o Ephesus, there fore , the 
L o r d , t h r o u g h J o h n , was speaking not t o the 
Ephesians alone, b u t t o persons of k i n d r e d 
s p i r i t i n every age. T h o u g h the once p r o u d 
c i t y o f Ephesus now exists as a humble T u r k i s h 
t o w n , the s p i r i t u a l needs represented by the 
o r i g i n a l c i t y are s t i l l p r o m i n e n t i n the w o r l d , 
and c a l l f o r the so lut ion which can be prov ided 
on ly w i t h the a id o f a knowledge of the deeper 
sense of S c r i p t u r e . 

On maps of the ancient w o r l d Ephesus may 
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be f o u n d on the west coast of A s i a M i n o r , 
p r o u d l y d i s p l a y i n g i tse l f on the hi l ls r i s i n g 
above the pagan Temple of D i a n a . As a resul t 
of i ts excellent h a r b o r , commerce was a t t r a c t e d , 
and the c i t y became r i c h . T h o u g h m y t h o l o g y 
holds t h a t Ephesus was founded by the A m a 
zons, i t is somewhat d i sconcer t ing t o l earn t h a t , 
aside f r o m t h e i r wealth and devot ion to w i t c h 
c r a f t , the Ephesians were noted f o r t h e i r ef
feminate manner o f l i f e ! C h r i s t i a n i t y was i n 
t roduced by St . P a u l , d i rec ted f o r a t ime by 
his ass istant , T i m o t h y , and finally given to the 
charge of St . J o h n when he became a resident 
o f the c i t y . Swedenhorg identifies the s p i r i t u a l 
state o f . the Ephesians w i t h : 

"Those who primarily regard truths of doctrine, and not 
goods of life." 
I t seems ever t o be the h a b i t of c e r ta in n a r r o w -
minded Churchmen t o place more impor tance 
upon the in te l l e c tua l acceptance o f sound doc
t r i n e t h a n upon the a c t u a l p r a c t i c e of the v i r 
tues t h a t should accompany i t . F r o m the ear
l iest days of the C h r i s t i a n C h u r c h into lerance 
has been the mot ive of "heresy h u n t s " t h a t have 
led on ly to d iscord and d i s r u p t i o n . A f t e r 
p r a i s i n g the Ephesians f o r t h e i r good works 
and patience, S t . J o h n warned t h e m : " N e v e r 
theless I have somewhat against thee, because 
t h o u hast le f t t h y first l ove . " I n comment ing 
upon these words Swedenhorg s a i d : " E v e r y 
C h u r c h , a t i t s commencement, regards goods 
of l i fe i n the first place, and t r u t h s of doc t r ine 
i n the second; b u t as the C h u r c h declines, i t be
gins t o r e g a r d t r u t h s o f doc t r ine in the first 
plaee, and in the second goods of l i f e ; and at 
l e n g t h , i n the end, i t regards f a i t h alone, and 
i t then not on ly separates goods of c h a r i t y 
f r o m f a i t h , b u t also omits t h e m . " 

So i t is in the C h r i s t i a n w o r l d t o - d a y ; j u s t 
as the Ephesians sought to prove th e i r f a i t h 
by i n s i s t i n g t h a t a l l w i t h i n t h e i r j u r i s d i c t i o n 
should render l ip-service t o the doc t r ine as they 
conceived i t , meanwhile neglect ing t o p r a c t i c e 
i t , so the churches o f this age have also given 
more a t t e n t i o n t o ex te rna l s o l i d a r i t y of belief 
t h a n the works of c h a r i t y which the L o r d so 
earnest ly recommended. T h e besett ing sin of 
the C h u r c h i n Ephesus, there fore , was a lack 
of p r o p o r t i o n ; t h o u g h a love f o r sound doc tr ine 
is a c red i t to a n y . c h u r c h m a n , i t must never be 
al lowed t o in te r f e re w i t h the per formance o f 

good deeds which bear witness t o an unselfish 
love of the L o r d and the neighbor . 

A s imi lar w a n t of p r o p o r t i o n , t h o u g h of a 
d i f ferent k i n d , is f ound in the message t o the 
C h u r c h in S m y r n a . S i t u a t e d about fifty miles 
n o r t h of Ephesus, S m y r n a was, and s t i l l i s , one 
of the wealthiest p o r t s in As ia . S p i r i t u a l l y i t 
represents : "Those who are i n goods as t o 
l i f e , b u t in falsit ies as to d o c t r i n e . " O f pos
sible interest in this connect ion, t h o u g h not 
mentioned in the doctr ines of the New-Church , 
is the faat t h a t S m y r n a has l o n g been the chief 
centre f o r the d i s t r i b u t i o n of figs, a f r u i t wh i ch , 
a p p r o p r i a t e l y enough, corresponds t o " N a t u r a l 
goodness." T h o u g h the re la t i onsh ip here sug
gested m a y be founded u p o n n o t h i n g more sub
s t a n t i a l t h a n coincidence, i t is now offered f o r 
whatever value i t m a y deserve. N a t u r a l good
n e s s , however, whether signified by Sweden-
borg 's clear de f in i t ion of the s p i r i t u a l state o f 
the C h u r c h i n S m y r n a , or. by the fig-tree upon 
which the L o r d pronounced a curse, is s t i l l one 
of the greatest problems which the Church must 
solve. 

A t first s i g h t , i t would seem t h a t the s p i r i t u a l 
states represented by Ephesus and S m y r n a arc 
d i a m e t r i c a l l y opposed ; where the Ephesians 
gave first place t o d o c t r i n a l accuracy , the 
people o f S m y r n a were more v i t a l l y concerned 
w i t h the good of l i f e . I t must be po in ted o u t , 
there fore , t h a t the d o c t r i n a l weakness of 
S m y r n a d i d n o t arise f r o m a p a t h y or contempt , 
bu t f r o m the f a c t t h a t an easily pardoned en-

. thusiasm f o r the per formance of good works 
al lowed fals it ies to creep i n . I s i t no t t r u e t h a t 
the advocates of l av i sh , undiscern ing c h a r i t y 
arc general ly a t loss to defend th e i r po l i cy by 
any p r i n c i p l e k n o w n t o sound reason? 

F o r a bet ter example of beliefs a n t i t h e t i c a l 
t o those represented by Ephesus, we must t u r n 
t o the message t o Pergamos. I n Swedenborg's 
de f in i t ion of the tendency here encountered we 
find the l og i ca l development of a t r a i t r epre 
sented i n i ts ear ly stages b y S m y r n a . F r o m 
l i g h t l y regarded e r rors in d o c t r i n e t o the com
plete r enunc ia t i on o f doc t r ine as a g u i d i n g 
p r i n c i p l e is a shorter step t h a n we sometimes 
realize. W h e r e S m y r n a was s i m p l y : " I n f a l 
sities as to d o c t r i n e , " the C h u r c h i n Pergamos 
consisted of those " W h o place a l l of the church 

222 \ October 5,1938 



T H E N E W - C H U R C H M E S S E N G E R 

in good works , and n o t h i n g i n the t r u t h s of doc
t r i n e . " 

H e r e again we meet one o f the most subtle 
enemies o f the s p i r i t u a l man , the t e m p t a t i o n to 
he satisfied w i t h works t h a t are m o t i v a t e d b y 
n o t h i n g higher t h a n " N a t u r a l Goodness." M o r e 
compel l ing t h a n any sermon on this subject is 
the f o l l o w i n g d i re c t q u o t a t i o n f r o m Arcana 
5 0 3 2 . 4 : 
"Therefore those who are in natural good alone, in the 
other life suffer hard things, and sometimes complain 
much that they are among the infernals, when yet, as 
they believe, they had done what is good equally with 
others. But they are told that they had done no other
wise than like gentle animals devoid of reason; and that 
they had not been solicitous concerning any good and 
truth of the Church, and as in consequence they have 
not in their internal man any receptacle of good and 
truth, they cannot he protected by the Angels; and also 
that they had done many evils under the appearance of 
good." 

I n t h a t n o r t h e r n prov ince of A s i a M i n o r 
once called L y d i a , about h a l f w a y between Per 
gamos and Sard is , was s i t u a t e d the prosperous 
commerc ia l c i t y o f T h y a t i r a . John 's message 
t o T h y a t i r a , unl ike those t o the f i rs t three 
Churches, was t w o - f o l d : first, one of encourage
ment t o the m a j o r i t y of the people, who are i n 
creasing i n f a i t h and good w o r k s ; then a sharp 
w a r n i n g to those of the m i n o r i t y which has been 
u n f a i t h f u l . 

A t the head of the m i n o r i t y was a prophetess 
knowrt to the c i t y s imply as "Jezebel . " I f ever 
a person was a p t l y named, i t was she; j u s t as 
the wife of A h a b led I s r a e l a s t r a y , so she cast 
a b l i g h t i n g influence u p o n a l l profess ing C h r i s 
t ians who cont inued to meet her. A c c o r d i n g 
t o her teach ing , i t was possible to be a C h r i s 
t i a n w i t h o u t g i v i n g u p any of the pagan ways 
o f I i f6 . H e r disciples, there fore , spent most 
of the t ime between C h u r c h services i n reve l ry 
a t the social clubs t h a t were charac ter i s t i c of 
th i s i m m o r a l era. W i t h o u t g o i n g i n t o f u l l 
p a r t i c u l a r s concerning l i f e i n these clubs, m a y 
i t suffice t o say t h a t i n t o x i c a t i o n and g l u t t o n y 
were 'perhaps the most t r i v i a l of the sins com
m i t t e d there . 

I n the deeper sense of S c r i p t u r e the Church 
in T h y a t i r a represents t w o types of people : 
first, "Those who are i n f a i t h f r o m c h a r i t y , 
and hence i n good w o r k s ; " secondly, " T h o s e 
who are i n f a i t h separated f r o m c h a r i t y , and 
hence i n evi l w o r k s . " Few, indeed, are the 
branches of the C h r i s t i a n f a i t h which at th i s 

day do not reveal the same d iv i s ion . T h e 
C h u r c h i tsel f stands a t the cross-roads: shal l 
we c l i n g t o the s t r a i t and n a r r o w p a t h a p 
po inted by the L o r d , o r shall we y i e l d t o an ex
t remely vocal m i n o r i t y and t r e a d the easy, 
convenient way t h a t leads downward? 

Scarcely deserving the name of a " C h u r c h , " 
but s t i l l the ob j e c t of John 's care and af fect ion , 
was the g r o u p of C h r i s t i a n converts i n Sardis . 
S ix hundred years ear l i er , when L y d i a was a 
k i n g d o m , instead of a capt ive prov ince , Sardis 
was i ts c a p i t a l . A t the t ime of the Apocalypse 

'Sardis was s t i l l an i m p o r t a n t c i t y , b u t now 
i t is on ly a mass of ru ins . I n the p a s t o r a l 
l e t ter of J o h n , there fore , the people o f Sardis 
were s ternty rebuked f o r t h e i r lack o f earnest
ness. "Those who are i n dead w o r s h i p , or i n 
w o r s h i p which is w i t h o u t goods of c h a r i t y , 
and w i t h o u t t r u t h s of f a i t h " — s u c h is the s o r r y 
l o t which Swedenhorg ascribes t o a l l persons of 
the Sardis temperament . T h e lack of zeal i n 
prac t i ce o f t r u e re l i g i on has always been a 
problem to leaders o f the C h u r c h , b u t i t is 
d o u b t f u l i f such a prob lem was ever more t i m e l y 
t h a n i n the present generat ion . I n times when 
l o r d l y organizat ions take advantage o f c e r t a i n 
lenient provis ions of the law t o escape t a x a t i o n 
on enterprises which add l i t t l e t o the g l o r y of 
G o d , when other r i c h l y endowed Temples de
vote only a smal l p a r t of the i r t ime and e f fort 
t o w a r d services f o r w o r s h i p , and w i t h a m a 
j o r i t y of churches p r o v i n g themselves f a i n t 
hearted servants o f the L o r d whose name they 
bear, this question f a i r l y presents i t s e l f : " L o r d , 
who shall abide in t h y t a b e r n a c l e ; who shal l 
dwell in t h y ho ly m o u n t a i n ? " 

T h e answer is given i n the message t o P h i l a 
de lphia , the one C h u r c h i n a l l the seven which 
J o h n d i d not find i t necessary to reprove . " I 
know t h y w o r k s : behold, I have set before thee 
an open door , and no man can shut i t : f o r t h o u 
hast a l i t t l e s t r e n g t h , and hast kept my w o r d , 
and hast not denied my name . " I n these words 
lies the L o r d ' s own blessing u p o n a l l of the 
C h u r c h " W h o are i n the f a i t h of c h a r i t y . " A s 
an ideal f o r a l l o f Chr i s tendom, as a w o r d of 
encouragement t o those who have l o n g been 
f a i t h f u l , these words are unsurpassed. J u s t 
as the L o r d placed an open door t o sa lvat ion 
before a l l the w o r t h y members of the C h u r c h 
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i n Ph i lade lph ia , so the o p p o r t u n i t y is s t i l l g iven 
to earnest, se l f -denying Chr i s t ians everywhere 
t o en j oy power f r o m the L o r d against evils and 
fals it ies i n the same measure as they a p p l y 
t r u t h s f r o m the W o r d to t h e i r l ives, and ac
knowledge the divine p r i n c i p l e of the L o r d in 
H i s h u m a n . 

T h e messages to the seven churches i n A s i a 
conclude w i t h a w o r d o f w a r n i n g . T o the 
angel of the c h u r c h i n L a o d i c c a : " I know t h y 
works , t h a t t h o u a r t ne i ther cold nor h o t : I 
would t h o u w e r t cold o r ho t . So then be
cause t h o u a r t l u k e w a r m , and neither cold nor 
h o t , I w i l l spew thee o u t of my m o u t h . " I n 
fluenced, no d o u b t , by the w o r d " l u k e w a r m , " 
scholars have l ong taken this passage t o refer 
to n o t h i n g more serious t h a n a p a t h y o r i n 
difference. Quite d i f f erent , however, is the re
v e l a t o r y statement of Swedenhorg i n this con
nection : . . . " T h e y are between heaven and 
he l l , inasmuch as they look w i t h the i r eyes t o 
w a r d heaven, while t h e i r h e a r t is inc l ined t o 
wards h e l l : t o do which is t o p r o f a n e , and the 
l o t of p r o f a n e r s in the other l i fe is of a l l others 
the wors t . T o p r o f a n e is to believe in G o d , 
the W o r d , e ternal l i f e , and m a n y t i l i n g s , which 
are t a u g h t in the l i t e r a l sense of the W o r d , 
and s t i l l t o l ive c o n t r a r y t o them. Hence then 
i t i s , t h a t i t is sa id , ' I would t h o u wert cold or 
h o t ' ; f o r he who is co ld , t h a t is, who is w i t h 
o u t f a i t h , does not p r o f a n e ; ne i ther does he 
who is ho t , t h a t is, who has c h a r i t y a lone . " 

I n s u m m a r i z i n g this s tudy of the s p i r i t u a l 
t r a i t s o f a l l who w i l l be of the New Jerusalem, 
let us never lose s ight of the fac t t h a t weakness 
o r f a l s i t y is n o t enough i n i tse l f t o c ondemn; 
i t is on ly the will ingness t o remain i n an i m 
per fec t state which confirms f o r e t e r n i t y these 
evil tendencies. Several of the Churches i n 
cluded in John 's l e t t e r were r o u n d l y condemned 
f o r the i r evils and short - comings , ye t the hope 
of sa lvat ion was wi thhe ld f r o m none. As a 
m a r k of the L o r d ' s in f in i te patience w i t h a l l 
who need H i s he lp , let us reca l l some of the 
promises which concluded stern words of w a r n 
i n g . 

T o the p r o u d , sel f -r ighteous doc t r ina i res of 
Ephesus i t ,was promised t h a t a l a r g e r , more 
char i tab l e view of l i f e would give t h e m : " T o 
eat o f the tree of l i f e , which is i n the m i d s t o f 

the paradise of G o d . " Sard i s , where even the 
vestige of s p i r i t u a l i t y had vanished f r o m wor 
sh ip , was called t o repentance by these w o r d s : 
" H e t h a t overcometh, the same shal l be c lothed 
i n whi te r a i n m e n t ; and I w i l l no t b l o t o u t his 
name out of the book o f l i f e , bu t I w i l l confess 
his name before m y F a t h e r , and before his 
angels ." M o s t remarkable of a l l is the promise 
t o L a o d i c e a ; g r e a t l y had th i s C h u r c h sinned 
i n the s ight of the L o r d , b u t wonder fu l was the 
measure of H i s forgiveness t o a l l who would 
t u r n to H i m ; of a l l the k i n d l y promises of the 
L o r d , I t h i n k these are the most t e n d e r : " B e 
ho ld , I s tand a t the door , and k n o c k : i f a n y 
man hear my voice, and open the door , I w i l l 
come in t o h i m , and w i l l sup w i t h h i m , and 
he w i t h me . " 

Forgiveness, t h a t is ever the L o r d ' s way w i t h 
a l l who need H i m . L e t them on ly recognize 
the evi l of t h e i r ways and t u r n t o H i m f o r 
guidance a long the good ways of l i f e ; let them 
make the i r bed i n H e l l , b u t y e a r n f o r something 
bet ter , and H e is w i t h them, always ready t o 
f o rg ive and to bless the remnants of good. As 
we t u r n f r o m the contempla t i on of H o l y W r i t 
t o the problems of ex te rna l r e a l i t y let us never 
f o r g e t t h a t the same L o r d who understood and 
forgave the sins o f H i s e r r i n g Churches i n 
A s i a appeals also to this generat ion of H i s ser
vants . W h a t e v e r o u r sins may be, whether the 
narrowness of the Ephesians , the worldliness o f 
Sardis , or the con f l i c t ing tendencies of L a o d i 
cea, let us be well assured of the sav ing power 
of One who s a i d : " I w i l l no t f a i l thee, nor f o r 
sake thee . " 

T h e First Stage of Regeneration 
. T H E t r u t h that is insinuated into man while he 

is being regenerated has its origin in good. A t 
first the good is not manifest because i t is in the 
internal man ; hut as the t r u t h is in the external 
man i t is manifest. The affection for t r u t h it) the 
man who is being regenerated is from good. B u t 
the t ruth that is received at this first period is not 
the genuine t r u t h of good, but is the t r u t h of doc
tr ine , for man does not yet consider whether i t is 
the t ruth or not, but accepts i t because i t is a part 
of the doctrine of the church. -Nevertheless'so 
long as his acknowledgment of the t r u t h is such, 
i t is not his own, and is not made1 his own. This 
is the first state of the man who is regenerated.— 
(A. 6 7 1 7 . ) 
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T h e R o m a n c e o f M i s s i o n s 
By Leslie Marshall 

A Brief Historical Account and Current Survey of the Missionary Fields of the New Church. 

PR O B A B L Y i t is w i t h o u t p a r a l l e l i n the 
h i s t o r y of re l ig ion t h a t a l t h o u g h Sweden

h o r g made no a t t e m p t to p r o m u l g a t e his teach
ings, other t h a n t o pub l i sh his books and send 
a few t o places of l e a r n i n g , and despite the f a c t 
his theolog ica l works remained u n t r a n s l a t e d f o r 
near ly h a l f a c e n t u r y f o l l o w i n g his death , t o 
day there is scarcely any p a r t of the civi l ized 
w o r l d where his w r i t i n g s are u n k n o w n . 

T h i s wide dissemination i n scarcely more 
t h a n a c e n t u r y has been due, of course, t o the 
miss ionary act iv i t ies of the organized New 
C h u r c h , and of i ts aff i l iated bodies, n o t a b l y the 
Swedenhorg F o u n d a t i o n of New Y o r k and the 
Swedenhorg Society of L o n d o n . 

I t is the purpose of th i s booklet t o out l ine 
the h i s t o r y of this w o r k , more especially as 
undertaken by the General Convention 's B o a r d 
of Miss ions , and a t the same t ime t o describe 
its present fields of labor . 

U n t i l about fifty years a f t e r Swcdenborg's 
death the organized New C h u r c h was confined 
to a few centers i n Great B r i t a i n and the U n i t e d 
States . I t was n o t u n t i l the meet ing of the 
General Convent ion held in Ph i lade lph ia in 
1822, t h a t the C h u r c h author i zed s u p p o r t f o r 
a " m i s s i onary m i n i s t e r . " T h e r e were no C o n 
vention funds avai lable , and p r i v a t e resources 
had t o be called u p o n t o help. 

E i g h t e e n years elapsed before Convent ion 
found i tsel f able or w i l l i n g t o a p p r o p r i a t e sev
enty-f ive do l lars f o r its miss ionary w o r k . T h i s 
was used f o r ministers t r a v e l l i n g i n and about 
Lancaster , Pa . , and M i d d l e b o r o , Mass . I n 
1844 Convent ion f ound so m a n y letters a r r i v i n g 
f r o m iso lated students a b r o a d t h a t i t f e l t called 
u p o n t o a p p o i n t a "Commit tee on F o r e i g n Cor
respondence." T h i s committee served f o r 
t h i r t y - f i v e years , h a n d l i n g the now h i s t o r i c 
communicat ions of famous pioneer New C h u r c h 
men such as M . le Boys de Guays and D r . I m -
manuel T a f c l . 

I n 1889 a " S t a n d i n g Committee on M i s s i o n s " 
» had been organized. T h i s consisted chiefly of 

the General P a s t o r s , and i t had devoted i tse l f 
to home miss ionary ac t iv i t i es . A good deal of 
t h o u g h t then appears to have been g iven to 
ways and means of ex tend ing the borders of 
the C h u r c h i n A m e r i c a and of s t r e n g t h e n i n g the 
g roups a l ready organized . I n 1840, Sweden-
bo rg's w r i t i n g s were sent t o t w e n t y - f o u r co l 
leges, e ight theolog ica l schools, twenty - f i ve l i 
b r a r y associations and t h i r t y - t w o ships. A 
lecture staf f was appo in ted a t about the same 
t ime . Six years l a te r D r . Samuel F . D i k e was 
sent t o Canada on a miss ionary j o u r n e y , and 
by his enterpr ise and i n i t i a t i v e he b r o u g h t t o 
gether m a n y isolated receivers i n the " f a r 
n o r t h . " 

T h e h a l f - c e n t u r y m a r k had n o t been passed 
before news came to Convent ion of the first 
E u r o p e a n conference. D r . I m m a n u e l T a f e l re
p o r t e d t o t h a t conference, and la ter t o the 
General Convent ion , t h a t he was i n t o u c h w i t h 
receivers i n a l l p a r t s of Germany and Switzer 
l a n d . 

I n 1857, M . le Boys de Guays r e p o r t e d t o 
Convent ion t h a t he had placed the theo log 
i ca l works of Swedenhorg (52 vols, in each set) 
in e i ghty - three l i b rar i es i n F r a n c e , B e l g i u m , 
S w i t z e r l a n d , G e r m a n y , S a r d i n i a and H o l l a n d . 
A p a r t f r o m its financial aspect such an accom
pl ishment appears stupendous even when mea
sured by the s tandards of to -day . 

T h i n g s were m o v i n g i n A m e r i c a , t oo . N o 
less t h a n three thousand do l lars was voted by 
Convent ion in 1870 f o r the use of the Missions 
Committee . T h e r a i s i n g of this sum was l a r g e l y 
the w o r k of the Rev. J . R . H i b b e r d , who t w o 
years ear l ier had been a p p o i n t e d superintendent 
of missions. 

T h e w o r k o f the pioneers i n E u r o p e c o n t i n 
ued to bear f r u i t . I n 1876 the Committee on 
F o r e i g n Correspondence r e p o r t e d the Rev. 
A d o l p h Boyeson a t work as miss ionary m i n 
ister in D e n m a r k and Sweden. T h e Rev. H . 
Peisker v is i ted Vienna and D r e s b u r g i n A u s 
t r i a . A n unnamed miss ionary is r e p o r t e d the 
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same year i n Swi tzer land and I t a l y . T h r e e 
years l a t e r the w o r k i n Swi t zer land was p u t on 
a definite f o o t i n g by the sending of the Rev. 
Feodor Goerwi tz , then miss ionary i n G e r m a n y , 
to Z u r i c h as P a s t o r and M i s s i o n a r y . T h i s 
w o r k in Z u r i c h has been cont inued f o r h a l f a 
c e n t u r y , the Rev. A d o l f Goerwi tz h a v i n g suc
ceeded his i l l u s t r i o u s f a t h e r . T h e Society in 
t h a t c i t y has had a hea l thy g r o w t h . General 
P a s t o r Goerwitz now superintends the w o r k i n 
Z u r i c h , Berne , and H e r i s a u ( S w i t z e r l a n d ) ; 
T r i e s t e , ( I t a l y ) ; B e r l i n and isolated p o i n t s , 
( G e r m a n y ) ; L i b a u , ( L a t v i a ) ; Vienna, ( G e r 
man A u s t r i a ) ; P r a g u e , (Czechos lovakia ) . T h e 
Societies i n P a r i s , Geneva and Lausanne were 
u n i t e d i n 1920 as the F r e n c h F e d e r a t i o n . 

T h e B o a r d of Missions as a t present c ons t i 
t u t e d was not y e t i n existence, b u t in the 
" e i g h t i e s " annua l a p p r o p r i a t i o n s f o r w o r k i n 
f ore ign countries amounted to t w o thousand 
do l la r s . I n 1885 a f t e r care fu l considerat ion 
spread over two years i t was voted t h a t the 
miss ionary work should he systematized and 
d i rec ted by a committee t o be k n o w n as the 
" B o a r d of H o m e and F o r e i g n Miss ions . " T h e 
Rev. J o h n Pettee was i ts f i r s t c h a i r m a n . B y 
1890 the B o a r d was i n contac t w i t h ind iv iduals 
o r groups in I n d i a , M a u r i t i u s , W e s t Ind ies , and 
the F a l k l a n d I s lands , as well as the E u r o p e a n 
centers prev ious ly mentioned. A year l a t e r the 
Board ' s r e p o r t shows twelve missionaries a t 
work in the home and fore ign fields, the f i n a n 
c ia l needs of the year a m o u n t i n g t o $5,(500.00. 
I n 1897 an e f fort was made to secure an endow
ment f u n d f o r the B o a r d . A b o u t three t h o u 
sand do l lars was then raised, b u t t w o years 
l a t e r the f u n d had increased to t w e n t y t h o u 
sand do l lars . 

I n 190(5, an E n g l i s h New C h u r c h m a n re
p o r t e d interest i n the works of Swedenhorg i n 
Kobe , J a p a n . I t was decided t o inqu i re a t 
once i n t o the poss ib i l i t y of o r g a n i z i n g miss ion
a r y w o r k in t h a t c o u n t r y . I n the same yqar 
the secretary o f the B o a r d , the Rev. W i l l a r d 
H . H i n k l e y , r e p o r t e d a l e t t e r f r o m Cuba " i n 
reference t o establ ishing a New C h u r c h in 
Sagula G r a n d o n . " 

I t was s h o r t l y a f t e r this t h a t N e w - C h u r c h 
miss ionary act iv i t ies began to assume t h e i r 
present wor ld -wide scope. M a t t e r s such as an 
exhib i t a t the A l a s k a - Y u k o n - P a c i f i v E x p o s i 

t i o n i n S e a t t l e ; a d d i t i o n a l a p p r o p r i a t i o n s f o r 
w o r k among French - speak ing N e w - C h u r c h 
people in E u r o p e ; miss ionary expansion in 
A r k a n s a s , Texas and K e n t u c k y , came before 
the Board ' s m o n t h l y executive meetings f o r con
s iderat i on . 

New interest developed in M e x i c o , as a result 
of D r . L . E . Cal le ja ' s devoted uses; a student 
made a p p l i c a t i o n to come f r o m Spa in t o the 
T h e o l o g i c a l S c h o o l : a colored min is ter went t o 
w o r k among his own people—so everywhere the 
work advanced. 

B y 1910, over e ight thousand do l lars was 
c o n t r i b u t e d t h y ind iv iduals and groups t o the 
B o a r d ' s w o r k i n g funds. A year l a t e r definite 
miss ionary act iv i t ies were proposed f o r George
t o w n , B r i t i s h G u i a n a , where there had been 
some N e w - C h u r c h interest since the days of 
James Glen, of D e m e r a r a , the first New C h u r c h 
man to vis i t A m e r i c a ( 1 7 8 4 ) . I n the same year , 
1910, the Rev. A d o l f L . Goerwi tz came t o 
A m e r i c a f o r the first t i m e , r e p o r t i n g to the 
Convent ion on the a f fa irs of the New C h u r c h i n 
E u r o p e . H e was received w i t h enthusiasm and 
the g rea t pioneer w o r k of his f a t h e r was rec
ognized. 

M r . T . M o w e r M a r t i n , the late beloved n o n 
agenar ian member of the Society a t T o r o n t o , 
r e p o r t e d i n t h a t year a most pro f i tab le mission
a r y t o u r in nor thwest Canada. T h e minutes 
of the same event ful per i od r e p o r t the B o a r d ' s 
request t o the Swedenhorg F o u n d a t i o n to p u b 
l ish Czechish t r a n s l a t i o n s o f Swedenhorg " b y 
a M r . J a r o s l a v I m . Janecek, of P r a g u e , B o 
hemia. ' ' I n th i s unobtrus ive manner are the 
beginnings of the present flourishing New-
Church in P r a g u e , now extended t o o ther cen
ters i n t h a t c o u n t r y , announced. 

D u r i n g this per i od the Convent ion gave i n 
creasing a t t e n t i o n t o the needs of the C h u r c h 
i n G e r m a n y . T h e Rev. I m m a n u e l Ta fe l ' s 
pioneer work there has a l ready been spoken of , 
b u t he was preceded by D r . F . C. Oet inger , of 
W u r t e n b u r g , who issued an expos i t o ry w o r k 
about Swedenborg's teachings as ear ly as 1765. 
Some years l a t e r he t r a n s l a t e d several of Swed
enborg's smaller works . As D r . E . von B o r n , 
min is ter a t S t o c k h o l m , p o i n t e d out i n an i n 
t e r e s t i n g a r t i c l e i n the New-Church Magazine 
f o r October-December, 1930, the work i n Ger 
m a n y has passed t h r o u g h m a n y i n t e r e s t i n g 
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phases, b i i t has been a t i t s zeni th since the Rev. 
E r i c L . G . Reissner became miss i onary min is ter 
in B e r l i n i n 1920. H e had been resident i n 
A m e r i c a f o r several years p r e v i o u s l y , s t u d y i n g 
a t the T h e o l o g i c a l School and f i l l i n g var ious 
p u l p i t s d u r i n g the i n t e r i m . 

A n o t h e r h i s t o r i c date is no ted i n 1914 when 
the B o a r d corresponded w i t h the B r i t i s h N e w -
C h u r c h Conference concern ing a m a t t e r whi ch 
developed i n t o the o r g a n i z a t i o n of the Swe
denhorg Society i n I n d i a , w i t h headquarters a t 
B o m b a y . I n 1915 the meetings of the E x e c u 
t ive Committee were moved t o New Y o r k . I n 
t h a t year we hear f o r the f i r s t t i m e of p r o 
posed w o r k i n the P h i l i p p i n e Is lands . D u r i n g 
the twelve months f o l l o w i n g , the B o a r d c i r c u 
lar ized 10,000 people who had purchased one 
o r more o f Swedenborg's books. A b o u t th i s 
t i m e , t o o , definite a c t i on was taken t h a t led t o 
the f o r m a t i o n of a New-Church Soc iety a t 
P a r a m a r i b o i n D u t c h G u i a n a . 

J.\\ J a n u a r y of 1917 the records br ie f ly set 
f o r t h t h a t " a Japanese s tudent , M r . I s a m u 
L e v i W a t a n a b c , was i n t r o d u c e d t o the executive 
committee of the B o a r d . " H e was about t o 
enter . the N e w - C h u r c h T h e o l o g i c a l School a t 
Cambr idge , Mass . T h i s marks the commence
ment o f the w o r k i n J a p a n . A few years l a t e r 
another f o r w a r d step was t a k e n . F o l l o w i n g 
the correspondence of the B o a r d w i t h M r . A . 
B o o , a chemist i n M o u l m e i n , B u r m a , i t was 
voted t o accept h i m as a miss ionary f o r the 
New C h u r c h i n t h a t c o u n t r y . H e had been 
f o r some years a s tudent o f Swedenborg's w r i t 
ings and an a r d e n t w o r k e r i n the B a p t i s t 
C h u r c h . Since t h a t t ime N e w - C h u r c h miss ion
a r y ac t iv i t ies i n B u r m a have made such p r o g 
ress t h a t M r . Boo has now several workers on 
his staf f . T h a t f ield, be ing under the B r i t i s h 
C r o w n , was recent ly t r a n s f e r r e d t o the j u r i s d i c 
t i o n of the General Conference. 

H a v i n g br ie f ly re la ted our mission board 's 
h i s t o r y u p t o the p e r i o d o f establ ishing i ts 
p r i n c i p a l centers, wc shal l now survey i ts pres 
ent fields of labor . A t home i t is act ive p r i n 
c i p a l l y where there are no Assoc iat ions , t h a t is, 
organized groups of Societies. These are ex
pected t o keep i n contac t w i t h the isolated w i t h 
i n t h e i r respective j u r i s d i c t i o n s . T h e r e then 
remains as the respons ib i l i t y of the Missions 

B o a r d , the southern section of the U n i t e d 
States , f r o m F l o r i d a t o New Mex i co . H e r e 
two missionaries o r d i n a r i l y are a t w o r k . A 
section cons is t ing o f south west Kansas and 
Colorado has boon served by a single miss ion
a r y . B u t there have been no p a i d workers i n 
the r e m a i n i n g area whi ch includes the D a k o t a s , 
Nebraska and M o n t a n a . M i s s i o n a r y act iv i t ies 
in these places are under taken by a g r o u p o f 
devoted t h o u g h scattered, vo lunteer workers 
who r e p o r t t o the B o a r d . H e r e and there 
f a m i l y circles and groups develop as the re 
sul t of th i s w o r k . 

N a t u r a l l y the c o m p a r a t i v e l y smal l p o p 
u l a t i o n of some western states accounts i n a 
measure f o r the l i t t l e N e w - C h u r c h interest 
manifested. T h e r e is c o n t i n u a l c o n t a c t , how
ever, w i t h a g r e a t m a n y isolated receivers b y 
means of a Sunday Service f o r home use which 
the B o a r d provides each week. T h e Daily 
Readings m a n u a l , home s t u d y courses w i t h the 
New-Church Theo log i ca l School , supplies o f 
free l i t e r a t u r e , etc., also enable the B o a r d t o 
pursue i ts miss ionary w o r k b y m a i l . Perhaps 
the most active of a l l home fields is the W e s t e r n 
Canada missions. T w o missionaries are now 
f i n d i n g i t d i f f i cu l t t o meet a l l the calls f r o m 
groups new a n d o ld . T h e r e are several circles 
meet ing r e g u l a r l y under the leadership of a 
l a y m a n , i n a d d i t i o n t o the missionaries ' home 
p u l p i t s a t H e r b e r t and R o s t h e r n , Sask. Occa
sional miss ionary v i s i t o rs are made to the no t 
inconsiderable number of N e w - C h u r c h people i n 
N o v a Scot ia and the other M a r i t i m e Provinces . 

S u p p o r t is given t o N e g r o missions a t H a r 
lem, N . Y . , and Cambr idge , Mass . , b o t h of 
which arc led by ministers . T h e r e is also a n u n 
at tached N e w - C h u r c h colored g r o u p i n Chicago , 
while a number of N e g r o colleges have f r o m 
time t o t ime been p r o v i d e d w i t h books and l i t 
e r a t u r e and have received lecture vis its f r o m a 
New-Church min is ter of t h e i r race. I n con
nection w i t h i t s home miss ionary w o r k , the 
B o a r d mainta ins a c a r d index of a l l who m a n i 
fest a n y degree of interest in our teachings. I t 
is est imated t o c onta in more t h a n 5,000 names 
o f those res id ing beyond the j u r i s d i c t i o n of the 
Associat ions. Those w i t h i n t h e i r scope number 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y 3,000. T h e r e are several t h o u 
sand other names on file, p r i n c i p a l l y o f book 
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buyers or casual inqu i rers . T h e a im is t o 
m a i n t a i n contac t w i t h everyone showing a n y 
desire f o r i t . T h a t some progress has been 
made in this d i r e c t i o n is shown by the d i s t r i b u 
t i o n of more t h a n 25,000 pieces of free l i t e r a 
t u r e a n n u a l l y most of which has been specific
a l l y requested by t i t l e . T h e B o a r d has also 
suppl ied several thousand free pamphlets t o an 
increas ing number of Societies becoming i n t e r 
ested in such w o r k . Several penal i n s t i t u t i o n s 
and social agencies receive our l i t e r a t u r e r e g 
u l a r l y . 

T u r n i n g t o the B o a r d ' s present f o re ign fields 
o f l abor , there is now scarcely any p a r t of the 
c ivi l ized w o r l d where the teachings of the 
C h u r c h arc unknown . W i t h the exception of 
the B r i t i s h E m p i r e whose fields come w i t h i n the 
j u r i s d i c t i o n of the General Conference, a l l 
N e w - C h u r c h missions, circles and f a m i l y 
g roups beyond the U n i t e d States , are, served, 
o f ten in c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h o ther arms of the 
C h u r c h , by this B o a r d , which also ma inta ins 
correspondence w i t h numerous i n d i v i d u a l receiv
ers in remote places. I n most instances the mis 
s i onary minister makes his headquarters a t a 
mission which is organized as a Society , r a d i 
a t i n g f r o m these places to fields considerabW 
beyond. T h i s is especially the case in B e r l i n 
where the miss ionary is responsible f o r p r a c 
t i c a l l y the whole o f G e r m a n y . T h e s i t u a t i o n 
is s i m i l a r in Czechoslovakia where the c e n t r a l 
Society is at P r a g u e . 

T h e F r e n c h F e d e r a t i o n of the New C h u r c h 
includes mission societies a t Par i s and several 
smaller places in France and i n B e l g i u m , t o 
gether w i t h the Society a t Geneva and L a u 
sanne, Swi t ze r land . T h a t c o u n t r y being p a r t l y 
F r e n c h and p a r t l y German speaking, there is 
a f ederat ion of N e w - C h u r c h societies, the head
q u a r t e r s being i n Z u r i c h . Here the General 
P a s t o r , who is responsible f o r the ent i re E u r o 
pean field, makes his residence, i n c l u d i n g in 
his m i n i s t r a t i o n s the g roups i n T r i e s t e , I t a l y . 
W i t h i n recent years interest has increased i n 
L a t v i a where there are mission societies a t 
L i e p a j a and R i g a . I n H o l l a n d the General 
C h u r c h mainta ins a Society and smaller g r o u p s , 
while in Sweden and N o r w a y the work is also 
under taken w i t h o u t d i re c t a f f i l iat ion w i t h the 
B o a r d . I n D e n m a r k , w i t h headquarters a t 

Copenhagen, the Convent ion B o a r d and the 
B r i t i s h Conference share w i t h the loca l societx7 

i n m a i n t a i n i n g the w o r k . 
G o i n g beyond the E u r o p e a n field, c o m p a r a 

t i v e l y speaking there is considerable N e w -
C h u r c h interest among the natives of var ious 
sections i n South and West A f r i c a . T h e Gen
era l Conference mainta ins a super intendent at. 
a c e n t r a l po in t in the T r a n s v a a l w i t h j u r i s d i c 
t i o n over twelve c i r c u i t s served by numerous o r 
dained nat ive min is ters , while the General 
Church 's mission headquarters is a t D u r b a n , 
N a t a l . As w i t h the more recent interest i n 
N i g e r i a and the Go ld Coast , a l l these sections 
of A f r i c a being w i t h i n the B r i t i s h E m p i r e , the 
Convention 's B o a r d , t h r o u g h the respective 
c o o r d i n a t i n g committees, accepts the General 
Conference's j u r i s d i c t i o n on t h a t cont inent . 

I n J a p a n the New C h u r c h continues to ex
p a n d . T h e miss ionary has his headquarters 
i n T o k y o , m a k i n g at least two annua l visits no t 
on ly t o remote sections of the E m p i r e , b u t t o 
K o r e a and t o the eastern p a r t of M a n c h u r i a . 
I t has n o t been u n t i l very recent years t h a t 
any organized interest has been visible i n 
China . N o w , t h r o u g h the interest of the 
Swedenhorg F o u n d a t i o n , a number of the 
church w r i t i n g s have been t r a n s l a t e d i n t o the 
v e r n a c u l a r , and there is the poss ib i l i t y of a mis 
sion being established in t h a t c o u n t r y in the 
n o t too d i s t a n t f u t u r e . 

F o r some years the B o a r d has been i n cor 
respondence w i t h ind iv iduals and unorganized 
g roups in b o t h E a s t and West Indies . J a m a i c a 
holds the greatest i n t e r e s t ; bu t there are no t a 
few students of o u r teachings i n T r i n i d a d , 
P u e r t o R i co , Cuba , San D o m i n g o and S u m a t r a , 
to mention a few o f the l a r g e r fields. Re fer 
ence has a lready been made t o the Ph i l ipp ines , 
where the late Rev. George G o r d o n P u l s f o r d 
labored so f a i t h f u l l y and to such good purpose . 
T h e B o a r d mainta ins a miss ionary , t r a i n e d at 
our T h e o l o g i c a l School , i n M a n i l a , where he 
superintends the w o r k of numerous nat ive m i n 
isters and unorda ined leaders. 

Reference has a l ready been made t o the mis 
sions in the Guianas . Besides the church so
cieties in Georgetown, B r i t i s h G u i a n a , and i n 
P a r a m a r i b o , D u t c h G u i a n a , there are smaller 
g roups i n o u t l y i n g sections. Convention's mis-
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sion b o a r d mainta ins no organized fields i n Cen
t r a l o r South A m e r i c a , aside f r o m the Guianas , 
bu t f o r m a n y years i n R i o de J a n e i r o , under 
the j u r i s d i c t i o n of the General C h u r c h , there 
has been recognized N e w - C h u r c h interest . I n 
M e x i c o the New C h u r c h is confined t o a few 
scattered students , as is the case w i t h o ther 
L a t i n states below the U n i t e d States l ine . 

T h e work i n B u r m a has a l ready been men
t i oned , b u t we must not overlook the compara 
t i v e l y extensive w o r k of D . G o p a u l C h e t t y 
w i t h headquarters i n M a d r a s , and of the l o n g 
t ime act iv i t ies of M r . A . E . Pcnn , of B o m b a y . 
B r i t i s h I n d i a also now comes w i t h the General 
Conference's j u r i s d i c t i o n , t h o u g h th i s B o a r d 
closely cooperates. 

T h o u g h precisely i t cannot be termed as 
w i t h i n the borders of miss ionary w o r k , in order 
t o r o u n d out a descr ip t i on of the wor ld -wide 
n a t u r e of the New C h u r c h , we refer t o the 
numerous societies and unorganized groups i n 
A u s t r a l i a and New Z e a l a n d ; to the church i n 
M a u r i t i u s , and t o the interest of which we are 
aware even in the remote F i j i Is lands . 

I n c onc lud ing this survey, we shall bear in 
m i n d t l ie ever chang ing progressive scene of 
the church's missions; i ts r omance ; i t s t r i a l s 
and i ts hopes. T a k i n g a l ong look back we sec 
i n re trospect a J o h n n y Applcsccd d i s t r i b u t i n g 
sections of the c h u r c h w r i t i n g s f r o m a gunn} r 

sack ; a Rev. George Fields r i d i n g horseback 
t h r o u g h the " w i l d s " of I n d i a n a , Ohio and 
M i c h i g a n . On the Pacif ic slopes the Rev. 
George S avory goes, sometimes a f oo t , some
times on horseback p r e a c h i n g the Heaven ly 
Doc t r ines . H e r e is a D i k e or a M o w e r M a r t i n 
p u s h i n g on i n t o C a n a d a ; or a K l a a s Peters 
p l a n n i n g a t r e k f o r his people f r o m t h a t coun
t r y i n t o the A r g e n t i n e . 

I t a l l makes an i n s p i r i n g record , a succes
sion of new fields won to the New Dispensat ion . 
T h e r e is encouragement f o r the present and 
golden promises f o r the m o r r o w . 

T h e LorcTs Government 

FEAR- , doubt , and pessimism in r e g a r d to 
the ever last ing progress o f the w o r l d 

should be banished b y the assurance t h a t o f the 
increase of the L o r d ' s government and peace 

there shal l be no end. N o t h i n g t o the c o n t r a r y 
is possible w i t h a God of love. F a i t h i n h i m 
necessitates such belief. 

T h e government of the L o r d is H i s k i n g d o m , 
the k ingdom of heaven. I n essence i t surpasses 
a l l n a t u r a l del ights and defies d e s c r i p t i o n , y e t 
the L o r d tr ies to t e l l by comparisons w h a t i t 
is l ike . I n the parable of the sower, H e shows 
how i t begins. H e is the Sower. T h e seeds 
are the t r u t h s of H i s W o r d . T h e good g r o u n d 
t h a t br ings f o r t h m a n i f o l d , is they who hear, 
unders tand , and do w h a t t r u t h teaches. 

A g a i n , the k i n g d o m of heaven is l ike one sow
i n g seed, and another s c a t t e r i n g tares among 
i t . B o t h must g r o w u n t i l the harvest , lest 
the Avheat be rooted u p w i t h the tares . E v i l 
can n o t be rooted out of one a t once, f o r i f 
a l l w r o n g desire were i n s t a n t l y taken away , 
i f a l l selfishness were suddenly removed, there 
w o u l d be le f t no motives of a c t i o n . T h e ser
vice o f love can n o t be compelled. Y e t the 
L o r d bends selfishness t o the extension o f H i s 
k i n g d o m . W h e n harvest t ime comes, when good 
and unselfish motives are developed, then the 
ta i c s are removed. 

T h e k i n g d o m of heaven is l ike a m u s t a r d 
seed. I t has a smal l beg inning . As one perse
veres i n the t r u t h , the k i n g d o m grows u n t i l i t 
gives refuge f r o m heat and the s t o r m , f r o m 
w r o n g desire and e r r i n g t h o u g h t . 

T h e k i n g d o m is l ike the leaven hidden i n 
three measures of meal . T h e r e are three 
d i s t i n c t planes of the m i n d , the sensory, the 
knowledge planes, and the in te l l e c tua l . T h e r e 
is good i n each one of the t h e m , b u t e r r o r is 
mingled w i t h the good. Leaven means t h a t 
ev i l , f o r , l ike ev i l , i t causes f e r m e n t a t i o n , and 
f e r m e n t a t i o n is t e m p t a t i o n . B y t e m p t a t i o n 
evil may be seen, loosened, and re jec ted , where
by , l ike bread, charac ter becomes wholesome. 

T h e k i n g d o m of heaven is l ike a treasure h i d 
in a field, and l ike the priceless p e a r l , t o p u r 
chase which one sold a l l t h a t he had . Of 
course the t reasure and the p e a r l are the L o r d . 
T o be w o r t h y of H i m , one must be w i l l i n g t o 
leave a l l t o fo l low H i m . 

T h e k i n g d o m is l ike a net , i n which b o t h good 
and bad fish were t a k e n . T h e m i n d is l ike a 
net which gathers b o t h good and bad t h i n g s . 
I t is f o r us to re jec t the bad and g a t h e r the 

(Continued on page 231) 
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n L o n g D i s t a n c e C a l l i n g " 

I H A D . j u s t sett led down f o r a few hours ' 
steady w r i t i n g when the telephone bell r a n g . 

I picked up the receiver and p u t i t t o my ear 
and heard the operator ' s voice s a y i n g , " L o n g 
distance c a l l i n g . " A n d then came the voice 
of a f r i end speaking f r o m a c i t y several h u n 
dred miles away. H e gave me a message f u l l 
o f good news. A n d when he said " G o o d - b y e " 
1 replaced the receiver w i t h the t h o u g h t t h a t 
the telephone is one of the greatest marvels of 
our modern l i f e . B y i ts use people can speak 
t o each other across spaces of thousands of 
m i k s . T h e telephone is a wonder fu l t ime saver 
and a marvelous convenience. 

W h e n we speak i n t o the telephone our voices 
set u p e lec t r i ca l v ib ra t i ons t h a t pass a long a 
eopper w i r e , and these v ibra t i ons reproduce 
our a c t u a l words a t the other end of the tele
phone. T h e r e is something marvelous in the 
fac t t h a t wo can speak to f r iends who are h u n 
dreds of miles away. 

B u t the telephone is useless unless there is 
someone a t the other end t o receive our words 
and answer them. Unless we get an answer 
we are w a s t i n g our t ime . Of ten when we r i n g 
u p a f r i e n d we hear the o p e r a t o r say, " L i n e is 
b u s y , " or " T h e y do no t answer . " 

H a v e y o u ever realized t h a t the telephone 
has a s p i r i t u a l significance? I t suggests t o 
us the act of p r a y e r . W h e n we p r a y t o the 
L o r d Jesus Chr i s t we are c o m m u n i c a t i n g w i t h 
the heavens wherein H e dwells. W e are sending 
o u t s p i r i t u a l v i b r a t i o n s t h a t are perceived and 
answered by the L o r d . 

W h e n we ca l l on the Sav iour f o r help there 

arc ne i ther s h o r t n o r l o n g distances involved. 
T h e line is never too busy. W e never hear the 
rep ly " N o answer." T h e L o r d is ever present 
w i t h us, and i f our p r a y e r is sincere i t always 
receives a r e p l y . T h e r e are m a n y people who 
c la im to hear a voice w i t h i n them g i v i n g an 
answer to th e i r p e t i t i o n s . 

Swedenhorg tells us t h a t p r a y e r " i s t a l k i n g 
w i t h G o d . " I t is no t merely t a l k i n g to H i m . 
I t is t a l k i n g w i t h H i m . A n d this means t h a t 
the L o r d answers our p e t i t i o n s . H e does n o t 
a lways g r a n t the th ings we ask, because in H i s 
wisdom H e knows w h a t is good f<4f u s ; b u t H e 
always answers our p r a y e r s . I f we f a i l t o per 
ceive the r ep ly i t is because our hearts are d u l l 
and our minds are dense. 

T h e r e is a d iv ine promise given t h r o u g h the 
p r o p h e t J e r e m i a h — " C a l l u p o n me and I w i l l 
answer thee, and shew thee g rea t and m i g h t y 
t h i n g s , which t h o u knowest n o t . " 

D u r i n g H i s l i f e on e a r t h the L o r d t a u g h t 
men t o p r a y and t a u g h t them the d u t y of 
p r a y e r . H e gave t o us the b e a u t i f u l p e t i t i o n 
k n o w n as the L o r d ' s p r a y e r ; and H e d i d more 
t h a n t h i s : H e t a u g h t us to p r a y not on ly f o r 
ourselves b u t f o r other people, " P r a y f o r them 
t h a t desp i te fu l ly use y o u and persecute y o u . " 

I f i t is our d u t y to p r a y f o r our enemies i t 
is c e r t a i n l y r i g h t t h a t we p r a y f o r our f r i e n d s ; 
p r a y f o r t h e i r sa fe ty , f o r t h e i r well -being, f o r 
th e i r de l ivery f r o m t r o u b l e . 

A week o r two ago I stood in the K o m a n 
Catho l i c C h u r c h a t Ste. Anne de Beau Pre i n 
the Prov ince of Quebec and saw m a n y people 
who had come there t o p r a y f o r good hea l th . 
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As I looked on t h e i r faces I was impressed w i t h 
the confidence they showed. T h e y were t a l k i n g 
w i t h God and they fe l t c e r t a i n of an answer. I 
saw also i n the church scores of crutches l e f t 
there by lame people who had been cured, h u n 
dreds of pa i r s of eye glasses l e f t by people 
whose s ight hud been restored . 

I came away w i t h the feel ing t h a t m a n y P r o t 
estants have lost the i r f a i t h i n the value o f 
p r a y e r and have f o r g o t t e n the Saviour 's words , 
" W h a t s o e v e r ye shal l ask i n my name, t h a t w i l l 
I d o . " 

T h e power of p r a y e r is a divine g i f t to men, 
and i f wc arc wise we w i l l seek d a i l y communion 
w i t h the L o r d . 

T h e Lord's Government 
(Continued from page 229) 

good. N a t u r e is u n l i m i t e d i n the pro l i f i eat ions . 
U n l i m i t e d powers to m u l t i p l y are in every seed. 
T h e least t r u t h is likewise. Col lect t r u t h s and 
in t roduce them i n t o l i f e . As we do t h i s , the i n 
crease o f H i s government and peace w i l l have 
no end. G E O R G E H E X R Y D O L E . 

\ 

T i m e Capsule Carries Message 
of 11 Faiths to People of 

A . D . 6939 
Hume's 'The World's Living Religions' and 
Holy Bible in 'Story of Mankind' Deposited 

by Westinghouse at World's Fair for 
5,000 years 

NE W Y O R K , Sept. 23 .—Archa-o log is ts and 
theologians of A . D . 6939 need not puzzle 

over what fa i ths inspired the people of our d a y , 
f o r i n the West inghouse T i m e Capsule of 
C u p a l o y w i t h i ts 10 ,000 ,000-word " s t o r y of 
c i v i l i z a t i o n , " bur i ed fifty feet in the g r o u n d a t 
the New Y o r k W o r l d ' s F a i r 1939 f o r fifty cen
t u r i e s , went three i m p o r t a n t rel igious docu
ments : the H o l y B ib l e , the L o r d ' s P r a y e r i n 
300 Languages , and R o b e r t E r n e s t Hume 's 
" T h e W o r l d ' s L i v i n g R e l i g i o n s . " 

T h i s seven-and-a-hal f - foot , 800-pound " l e t 
t e r " which was " m a i l e d " th i s noon to p o s t e r i t y 
across fifty centuries , contains a f our - ree l m i 
cro f i lm "essay" c o m p r i s i n g the equivalent of 

more t h a n a hundred volumes, a fifteen-minute 
newsreel of c o n t e m p o r a r y l i f e , and more t h a n a 
hundred solid objects in common use t o - d a y . 
I n a few days West inghouse w i l l m a i l t o the 
l ead ing l ibrar ies and museums of the w o r l d a 
Book of Record p r i n t e d in non - fad ing ink on 
permanent r a g paper , t e l l i n g " f u t u r i a n s " how 
to discover the Capsule a t the a p p o i n t e d t ime , 
by geodetic, geophysical or as t ronomica l 
means. 

I t is in the 1,100-foot mi c ro f i lm " M i c r o - F i l e " 
prepared by the Recovdak C o r p o r a t i o n t h a t 
the L o r d ' s P r a y e r i n 300 Languages and D r . 
Hume 's treat ise on the wor ld ' s eleven l i v i n g re 
l ig ions are reproduced, page f o r page. 

T h e L o r d ' s P r a y e r , which is reproduced i n 
many l i t t l e - k n o w n A f r i c a n and As ia t i c d ia lects , 
as well as a l l the m a j o r languages of the w o r l d , 
is included as an a id to t r a n s l a t i o n , in connec
t i o n w i t h a very e laborate guide to t r a n s l a t i o n 
and p r o n u n c i a t i o n of modern E n g l i s h especially 
p r e p a r e d by D r . J o h n L . H a r r i n g t o n , of the 
Smithsonian I n s t i t u t i o n , which is to be f o u n d 
in the Book of Record . 

D r . H u m e , in his invaluable hook, publ ished 
by Charles Scribner 's Sons, divides the eleven 
flourishing fa i ths i n t o three g roups : those o i f ig i -
n a t i n g in South A s i a , those o r i g i n a t i n g in E a s t 
A s i a , and those o r i g i n a t i n g in West As ia . 

I n the first g r o u p the h i s t o r y , charac te r i s 
tics and tenets of H i n d u i s m , J a i n i s m , Buddh ism 
and Sikhism are discussed. T h e second g r o u p 
comprises Confuc ianism, T a o i s m and S h i n t o -
i s m ; the t h i r d J u d a i s m , Z o r o a s t r i a n i s m , M o -
hammedanism and C h r i s t i a n i t y . 

T h e H o l y Bib le was not micro f i lmed , b u t was 
placed in the seven-foot P y r e x inner glass c r y p t 
of the C u p a l o y Capsule in i ts n a t u r a l p h y s i c a l 
f o r m . F o r permanence and beauty , a morocco-
bound ed i t ion on O x f o r d I n d i a paper c o m p l y i n g 
w i t h the requirements o f the B u r e a u o f S t a n 
dards f o r permanence of paper was chosen. 

A dup l i ca te copy of the B ib le , as well as the 
two volumes which were micro f i lmed , w i l l be on 
d i sp lay in the Westinghouse B u i l d i n g at the 
New Y o r k W o r l d ' s F a i r 1 9 3 9 , while the C a p 
sule i tse l f w i l l be visible to v i s i tors t h r o u g h a 
special periscope where i t rests fifty feet below 
g r o u n d , there t o a w a i t the j u d g m e n t of a r 
chaeologists and scholars o f 5,000 years hence. 
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M i r a c l e s 
By Adelina Nunez Baker 

W I T H reference to miracles , i t is a note 
w o r t h y f a c t t h a t in the Gospels the L o r d 

never refers personal ly t o miracles as such, b u t 
calls them " w o r k s . " 

I t must be deduced, there fore , t h a t H e d i d 
not consider them miracles . T o us a mirac le 
is something t h a t happens or takes place in a 
manner t h a t does not obey the laws of o u r 
three-dimensional w o r l d . A n y t h i n g t h a t can
not be accounted f o r a c c o r d i n g to n a t u r a l law 
is called a mirac le . T h e disciples re ferred t o 
the L o r d ' s works as miracles , and those healed 
o r raised f r o m the dead proc la imed the miracles 
of the L o r d . 

I t must have been a di f f icult task f o r the 
L o r d , who was l i v i n g i n t e r i o r l y w i t h c o n s t a n t l y 
increas ing consciousness of the whole created 
universe while c i r cumscr ibed . t o a h u m a n body 
such as we possess, t o have a d j u s t e d H i m s e l f 
to o u t w a r d th ings and speak and act i n a way 
t h a t could be understood , even i m p e r f e c t l y , by 
those who surrounded H i m . T h i s is one of H i s 
greatest w o r k s , and one which surpasses i n di f f i 
c u l t y H i s resurrec t i on . H i s miracles were t o 
H i m , not miracles , b u t works representat ive of 
a c t u a l th ings in the w o r l d of causes. T h e cause 
a c t i n g s imultaneously on b o t h the s p i r i t u a l 
and n a t u r a l planes b r o u g h t about a phenome
non t h a t was called by others a mirac le , s imply 
because they could sec only the u l t i m a t e result 
and n o t w h a t caused i t t o happen. T h e L o r d 
being p e r f e c t l y aware of the cause, there fore 
called t h a t which took place a w o r k and n o t a 
mirac le . 

W e who are c i rcumscr ibed t o the m a t e r i a l 
w o r l d consider a l l the L o r d ' s w o r k s , even t o 
H i s r e s u r r e c t i o n , as miracles . Those who f a v o r 
pos i t i v i sm, even refuse t o believe i n these m i r 
acles. I f i t were possible f or these t o raise 
themselves above pos i t iv i sm and acknowledge a 
w o r l d o f causes w i t h i n the m a t e r i a l w o r l d , these 
miracles would cease to appear as miracles and 
would take on the charac ter o f works . T h e n 
these works would have a meaning. T h e i r cause 
would be t h e i r meaning. I t would be possible 
t o see c l ear ly the meaning, and w h y the oper

a t i n g cause b r o u g h t about in the m a t e r i a l 
w o r l d the phenomenon we ca l l a mirac le . 

T h e L o r d must have considered H i s works , 
called miracles by us, as qui te simple and not 
at a l l e x t r a o r d i n a r y , as H e s a i d : " A n d greater 
works t h a n these shall ye d o . " T h e r e is no 
doubt t h a t such greater works are p e r f o r m e d 
c o n s t a n t l y i n the s p i r i t u a l w o r l d , b y angels 
who a t t e n d to the i n i t i a t i o n o f souls i n t o the 
s p i r i t u a l l i f e , and also, s p i r i t u a l l y speaking , 
make the b l i n d to see, the deaf t o hear and the 
dumb t o speak, and even wipe o u t whole sections 
of the s p i r i t u a l w o r l d , a l l of which th ings w i t h 
f u l l detai ls are described i n Swedenborg's 
Apocalypse Explained. A l l such happenings in 
the s p i r i t u a l w o r l d d u r i n g the L a s t J u d g m e n t , 
were g rea ter works t h a n those p e r f o r m e d by 
o u r L o r d on this e a r t h and they were p e r 
formed by angels. T h e L o r d must have t h o u g h t 
bis works on e a r t h as qui te simple i n c o m p a r i 
son w i t h H i s o ther works . B u t they were suf 
ficient f o r H i s purpose , and H e on ly d i d as 
many as were required t o convey a meaning 
t h a t w i l l s tand firm t o the end of t ime . 

T h e r e f o r e , this very statement of the L o r d : 
" A n d grea ter works t h a n these shal l ye d o , " is 
an absolute t r u t h , the i m p o r t of which we can 
h a r d l y realize, unless we raise ourselves above 
the m a t e r i a l w o r l d and unders tand t h a t the 
L o r d re ferred to works and not miracles as we 
unders tand them. T o the o r d i n a r y person the 
words of the L o r d " A n d grea ter works t h a n 
these shal l ye d o , " c ons t i tu te a s tumbl ing -b lock . 
H e t h i n k s : H o w can I possibly p e r f o r m grea ter 
miracles t h a n those of the L o r d ? B u t i f he 
ceases to t h i n k of miracles f r o m a p u r e l y 
n a t u r a l v i ewpo int , he w i l l see by the L o r d ' s very 
reference t o w o r k s , t h a t H e refers t o works on 
a s p i r i t u a l plane and these works are not m i r 
acles. 

W h e n we read Swedenborg's Memorable Re
lations, w i t h o u t r a i s i n g our s p i r i t above the 
n a t u r a l , e v e r y t h i n g he describes seems t o be a 
mirac le . W h e n considered f r o m a s p i r i t u a l 
v iewpo int , they are n o t miracles b u t s i m p l y 
works i n a w o r l d which is no t the three-dimen
sional w o r l d . 

T h e r e arc grounds t o believe t h a t d u r i n g the 
Golden Age o f th i s w o r l d , a g r e a t m a n y th ings 
must have taken place which t o - d a y we would 
ca l l miracles . B y those who l ived i n the Golden 
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Age , and who Swedenhorg tells us had open 
communicat ion w i t h angels, such th ings were 
considered p e r f e c t l y n o r m a l . I t is h i g h l y pos
sible t h a t they d i d not have a n y concept of 
w h a t we now ca l l a mirac le . As man fe l l away 
f r o m th i s o r i g i n a l h i g h s t a n d i n g , he began t o 

.consider s p i r i t u a l works as th ings beyond his 
comprehension and wound u p b y c a l l i n g them 
miracles . T h a t whi ch i n the beg inn ing was a 
w o r k , became i n succeeding ages a mirac le and 
a phenomenon beyond h u m a n u n d e r s t a n d i n g . 

A t the t ime of the L o r d ' s c o m i n g on e a r t h 
h u m a n i t y had fa l len to a very low state of men
t a l i t y . I t is n o t to be wondered a t t h a t every
t h i n g took on the aspect of the phenomenal and 
the miracu lous . T h e low estate o f human beings 
made i t impossible f o r the L o r d t o p e r f o r m any 
but the most o r d i n a r y s p i r i t u a l w o r k s , H i s own 
words being p r o o f t h a t H e d i d n o t consider 
them as beyond accomplishment by any one 
other t h a n H i m s e l f . H e n o t on ly said " A n d 
greater works t h a n these shall ye d o " b u t he 
a c t u a l l y gave power t o the disciples to do s i m i 
l a r works on earth, which they d i d p e r f o r m i n 
g r e a t number. 

Since the L a s t J u d g m e n t in the s p i r i t u a l 
w o r l d , h u m a n i t y ' s m i n d has been freed of i t s 
cobwebs and t o - d a y we have the c a p a b i l i t y of 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g why the L o r d re f e r red t o his 
miracles as works and not mirac les , i n our u n 
d e r s t a n d i n g of the w o r d . W c can see also how 
i t is possible t o be able t o accomplish even 
grea ter works . T o - d a y we can l i f t ourselves 
above the n a t u r a l and contemplate works as 
works and n o t merely as miracles . 

W h e n human m e n t a l i t y broadens and deep
ens, n a t u r a l t r u t h is s a t u r a t e d w i t h s p i r i t u a l 
t r u t h . T h e w a t e r is changed i n t o wine a t the 
m a r r i a g e feast o f Canaan and i t is a w o r k and 
n o t a mirac le . 

CONFIRMATIONS 

U N R U I I . — J a c o b at Meadow Lake , Sask. 
R E I N E . — E s t h e r and Raymond at Meadow Lake, 

Sask. 
R E I M E R . — M a r g a r e t Irene, Erma Jean, and 

Vivian Lorraine , at Sunnyslope, Alberta . 
The Rev. P. Peters officiated. 

MARRIAGE 

H U D N A I . L - B R O W N . — A t the home of the bride's 
mother, M r s . Mar ion Brown , at Shreveport, L o u 
isiana, on September 1st, 1938, M r . Jack L . H u d -
na l l and Miss Elizabeth Brown were united i n 
marriage by the Rev. A . B. Francisco. 

The minister used the form of service which 
was taken from an old l i t u r g y which belonged to 
M r s . Brown's father. 

About seventy-five guests were present, inc lud
ing members of both families and New-Church 
friends. 

A f t e r the wedding breakfast, the bride and 
groom le f t for their honeymoon t r i p . They w i l l 
return to Shreveport where they w i l l make their 
home. 

BAPTISMS 

M A R K W A R T . — P h y l l i s Norlaine, in fant daughter 
of Edward and Anna M a r k w a r t , at Rosthern. 
Sask. 

S A W A T Z K Y . — E l m e r George and A l t o n Cl i f ford , 
in fant sons of M r . and M r s . Jacob Sawatzky, at 
Meadow Lake , Sask. 

H A M M . — M i s s Olga Hamm, at Meadow Lake , 
Sask. 

R E D D E K O P P . — S y l v i a Jeanette, in fant daughter 
of M r . and M r s . David Reddekopp, at Sunnyslope, 
Alberta . 

R E I M E R . — E l i z a b e t h Ruby, E m i l y Agatha, F r a n 
ces Zita , and Marcel la , daughters of M r . and M r s . 
H . H . Reimer, at Sunnyslope, Alberta . 

S P R E C K E R . — C h a r l o t t e Kathrine , in fant daughter 
of M r . and M r s . Albert Sprecker, at Rosthern, 
Sask. 

The Rev. P. Peters officiated. 

F R O M OUR READERS 

" T h e Authority of the Writings" 
To the Edi tor of T H E M E S S E N G E R : 

M y article " T h e Author i ty of the W r i t i n g s " ( i n 
the M E S S E N G E R for August 10th, 1938) contains i n 
the first paragraph some quotations from Sweden
horg which are basic to the argument of the entire 
article. I t is desirable to make some corrections 
as to the references there given, so that these quo
tations may he readily verified. The first one: 
" T h e y are not my works, but the Lord ' s , " given 
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as Diary, G102, i s given by Pot ts , i n the Sweden-
bora Concordance, under " S w e d e n h o r g " as Diary, 
6 1 0 1 2 . T h e second, " t h e hooks which were w r i t t e n 
by the L o r d through m e , " given as D o c u m e n t no. 
•301, in Documents Concerning Sxcedenborg, is 
from An Ecclesiastical History of the New Church 
( 1 7 7 1 ) . T h e reference is given by Pot ts , also u n 
der " S w e d e n h o r g " as Eccl. Hist. 3. T h e third 
statement : " W h e n I think of what I am about to 
w r i t e , and while I am in the act of w r i t i n g , I e n 
j o y a perfect inspirat ion , for otherwise it would 
be my o w n ; hut now I know for certain that what 
I write is the l i v i n g truth of G o d " is given as 
Documents, i i , 404. T h e reference might be more 
c l e a r i f it were given as Documents, I , i i , 4 0 4 ; for 
the first volume of the T a f e l Documents Concern
ing Stvedenborg is divided into two p a r t s , which 
are bound separate ly . T h e quotation is from a 
letter w r i t t e n by Swedenhorg to G j o r w e l l , dated 
August 28 , 1764. T h e fourth quotation, from the 
preface to Apocalypse Revealed, is eas i ly found, 
at the end or close of the p r e f a c e : " D o not believe, 
therefore , that I have taken a n y t h i n g there from 
myse l f , or from any angel , hut from the L o r d 
a l o n e . " T h e fifth r e a d s : " T h a t which came from 
the L o r d has been w r i t t e n , and that w h i c h came 
from the angels has not been w r i t t e n . " T h e ref
erence in my art ic le is not s tr ic t ly accurate . I t is 
pr inted as Apocalypse Explained, 1182. I t is i n 
the middle of the " C o n t i n u a t i o n " under no. 1183. 
T h u s now a l l c a n he readi ly checked. 

C L A R E N C E H O T S O N . 

T o the E d i t o r of T H E M E S S E N G E R : 
R e f e r r i n g to M r . A . T . Cook 's cr i t ic ism of my 

a r t i c l e , I would say that , whi le the G r e a t e s t M a n 
of our earth may not have developed in a l l r e 
spects l ike an individual m a n , nevertheless its for
mation was as I described it , i .e. , first the h e a d , 
a f t e r w a r d the breast a n d a r m s , the bel ly and 
thighs , the legs, and finally the feet. T h i s is p la in 
from the fol lowing quotation from S w e d e n h o r g : 

"Similar things arc signified by what was represented 
in dreams and visions with the prophets, as by the statue 
which Nebuchadnezzar saw, whose head was of pure 
gold, the breast and arms of silver, the belly and thighs 
of brass, the legs of iron, and the feet part of iron and 
part of clay (Dan. ii. 32, 3 3 ) ; where the head signifies 
tilings celestial, which are inmost and arc gold, the 
breast and arms signify things spiritual or rational, 
which are silver, but the feet signify inferior things 
which are natural, the truths whereof are signified by 
iron and the goodnesses by clay. This also is the way 
of their succession in the laird's kingdom in the heavens, 
and in the Church which is the Lord's kingdom in the 
earths, and also in every individual person who is the 
Lord's kingdom" (A. C. 2 1 6 2 ) . 

O f the image seen in N e b u c h a d n e z z a r ' s vision 
the head of gold was the Most Ancient C h u r c h , the 
breast and arms of s i lver are the Ancient C h u r c h , 
the bel ly and thighs of copper are the I s r a e l i t i s h 
C h u r c h , the legs of i ron are the J e w i s h C h u r c h , 
and the feet, p a r t l y of iron and p a r t l y of c l a y , a r e 

the C h r i s t i a n C h u r c h (A. C. 3021 , 9407 , 10031 ; 
A. R. 211 , 775 , 9 1 3 ; A. E. 4 1 1 ) . S i n c e , according 
to S w e d e n h o r g , creation is from firsts to l a s t s , a n d 
a f t e r w a r d from lasts to firsts, it is evident that i n 
the u p w a r d progression of the h u m a n race from 
lasts or ultimates the formation w i l l be the reverse 
of what it was i n ancient t imes , i .e. , the feet w i l l 
be formed first, then the legs, and so on. 

I f a i l to see a n y t h i n g mechanica l i n the phases 
which I have suggested any more than I c a n see 
a n y t h i n g mechanical in the nine general divisions 
into which S w e d e n h o r g divides the heavens. T h a t 
there were eighteen general phases in the progres 
sion of humanity from the beginning of the Most 
Ancient C h u r c h in 5600 B . C . down to the lowest 
stage of development in 1300 A . D . , and that there 
w i l l be eighteen general phases back again to the 
completion of the new celest ial church of the f u 
ture , are s i m p l y facts , a n d , I think, rather obvious 
facts to those who w i l l look deeply into the matter , 
and I know of no other w a y in which a n under
standing of the wor ld ' s present a n d future s p i r i 
tual mental i ty c a n he a r r i v e d at than by an a c c u 
rate knowledge of these psychological phases . 

A . L . K I P . 

T o the E d i t o r of T H E M E S S E N G E R : 
H e a r t y congratulations upon your edi tor ia l , 

" M i n i s t e r i n g to the M i n d , " which appeared in the 
September 21st issue of T H E M E S S E N G E R . 

W e have long felt a need among our N e w -
C h u r c h ministers for an understanding of w h a t 
sound modern psychology and p s y c h i a t r y have to 
offer. T h e word "sound" is in i ta l ics , since much 
that is now broadcast to the publ ic as psychology 
a n d p s y c h i a t r y is sheer " h o k u m , " and c a r e f u l l y to 
be avoided by a l l . B u t a lot of w h a t is approved 
by academic psychology and p s y c h i a t r i s t s , studied 
with S w e d e n h o r g as a basis , should be recognized 
as not only h e l p f u l , but wel l -n igh indispensable to 
the N e w - C h u r c h minister i f he is to understand 
and work efficiently with those to whom he m i n 
isters . I t is hoped that courses a long these l i n e s , 
taught by one or more academically recognized 
men, w i l l soon be required of our theological 
students. 

O f course, as psychologist and occupational 
therapist , we two may he accused of being p r e j u 
d i c e d ; but we w r i t e , l ikewise , as son and daughter 
of two N e w - C h u r c h ministers . 

D A V I D A N D G W V N N E M A C K . 

O w n h o o d Defined 
E V E R Y man has an ownhood, and this he loves 

above a l l things . T h i s is said to be the dominating , 
or i f you w i l l , the universa l ly ru l ing thing in h im. 
I t is unceasingly present in his thought and also 
in his w i l l , and constitutes his veriest l i f e . — ( A . 
8853 . ) 
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EVIDENCE SOCIETY NOTES 

Although i t is not at a l l uncommon for our p u b 
l i sh ing houses or, the B o a r d of M i s s i o n s to receive 
w h a t m a y be roughly termed " t e s t i m o n i a l l e t t e r s , " 
i t is more infrequent to hear from profess ional 
wri ters of their apprec iat ion of Swedenborg 's l i fe 
a n d works . T h e fol lowing is a n e x t r a c t from a 
columnist for one of the p r i n c i p a l N e w Y o r k 
d a i l i e s : " I am finding Swedenborg 's b iography 
f a s c i n a t i n g r e a d i n g ! 1 have a l r e a d y come upon a 
number of items w h i c h w i l l be of great use to me. 
T h i s biography is indeed r i c h i n l i tt le k n o w n facts 
a n d I am h a p p y to have h a d the good fortune to 
get hold of i t . " T h i s is a n i l lustrat ion of the r ich 
mine of useful m a t e r i a l we have , serviceable as 
p r e l i m i n a r y introduction to the H e a v e n l y D o c 
tr ines . T h e new edition of " S w e d e n h o r g : L i f e 
and T e a c h i n g , " revised by E . C . M o n g r e d i e n , w e l l -
k n o w n B r i t i s h N e w C h u r c h m a n , is p a r t i c u l a r l y 
suitable for this purpose . I t s s e v e r a l chapters de
voted to the teachings probably a r e among the best 
p r e p a r e d a n d s i m p l y w r i t t e n treatises of the k i n d 
i n a l l N e w - C h u r c h l i terature . T h e book i n paper 
covers may be secured from the S w e d e n h o r g F o u n 
dation, 51 E . 42nd S t . , N e w Y o r k , for only ten 
cents per copy. I t makes a s p l e n d i d miss ionary . 

O u r attention has been cal led to a n unusual 
art ic le i n The Garden Gate, for A u g u s t , 1938, e n 
t it led " S w e d e n b o r g ' s G a r d e n . " I t is b y that i n 
defatigable w o r k e r in the cause of the N e w J e r u 
sa lem, P r o f . J a m e s M a c f a r l a n e , U n i v e r s i t y of 
N e w H a m p s h i r e , D u r h a m , N . H . H e inserted at 
the same time two advertisements of N e w - C h u r c h 
books, etc. L i t t l e k n o w n facts concerning S w e d e n 
borg's love for his flowers are dealt w i t h i n a w a y 
w h i c h m a y have d r a w n m a n y a reader to a con
sideration of the S w e d i s h seer 's l ife as a whole. 
Specia l i s ts among N e w - C h u r c h people w i l l u n 
doubtedly find something of interest i n S w e d e n 
horg no matter how diversified their respective 
fields of w o r k , while c u r r e n t affairs also offer m a n y 
a n opportunity to introduce h im through subjects 
on w h i c h he throws l ight . L . M . 

NEWS OF THE CHURCH 

M A S S A C H U S E T T S A S S O C I A T I O N 
The Brockton Society is looking forward to having 

the Massachusetts Association hold its fall meeting at 
the Brockton Church of the New Jerusalem on October 
12th. The morning program will begin at 10:30, when 
the Rev. Everett Bray , of the New-Church Theological 
School, will have charge of the opening service. Lunch
eon will be served at one o'clock. The afternoon session 
will be devoted to a centenary observance of the reor
ganization of the several New Churches in the Bridge-
water district, including the Brockton Church (organ

ized when the city was the town of North Bridgewater). 
The Rev. Frederic R. Crownfield of Abington will give 
the history of these early New Churches prior to 1838, 
and John Robbins will talk on "High-lights of the 
Brockton Society, 1838-1938." The meeting of the Asso
ciation will close with a Communion Service, adminis
tered by the minister of the Brockton Church, the Rev. 
Harold R. Gustafson. 

B A L T I M O R E , M D . 
The Get-together Night for the Hargrove Club will 

take place on Fr iday , October 7th, at 6:30 o'clock. Sup
per will be followed by a business meeting. 

Next Sunday, October 9th, at eight o'clock in the 
evening the monthly meeting of the Young People's 
League will be held at the church. 

On Wednesday, October 12th, the Men's Club will hold 
its monthly meeting in collaboration with the Washing
ton Men's Club. 

Sunday, October 16th, is Local League Day. Preced
ing the Study Class which takes place at eight o'clock, 
supper will be served in the church at six-fiftcen. 

The Maryland Association will meet at the Baltimore 
Church on Saturday, October 29th, at 11:00 A . M . Meet
ings will continue on Sunday. A t night the League will 
entertain guests and have Study Class preceded by sup
per at six-fifteen. 

N E W T O N V I L L E , M A S S . 
On Sunday, October 2nd, the Church School opened 

for the season at 9:45 A . M . The sacrament of the Holy 
Supper was administered at the Divine Service on that 
date. 

Because of the rain the Get-together garden party at 
11 Forest Avenue, West Newton, which was to have 
taken place on Thursday, September 22nd, was post
poned until Thursday, September 29th. 

CALENDAR 

October 16. 
Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

T H E C H R I S T I A N L I F E 
S e l . 2 2 2 : T h e L o r d is g r a c i o u s . " 
L e s s o n I . I I K i n g s v i . 
I n p lace of Respons ive S e r v i c e , S e l . 1 9 2 : " R i g h t 

eous a r t T h o u . " 
L e s s o n I I . L u k e x i x , to v. 27 . 
G l o r i a , Benedictus and F a i t h . 
H y m n s ( M a g . ) 4 1 : " L o r d of our l i f e . " 

8 5 : " H o w lovely a r c T h y dwel l ings , L o r d ! " 

P E R R Y 
K I N D E R G A R T E N N O R M A L 

S C H O O L 
Founded 1898 by Annie Moseley Perry 

for the higher education of women in three 
fields. 

1. Professional training for teaching in 
nursery school, kindergarten and primary 
grades. 

2. Training for those looking forward to 
marriage and the bringing up of their own 
children 

3. Preliminary training for high-school 
graduates toward a college degree. 
F o r catalog write the Secretary, Room 3012 

25 Huntington Avenue, Boston, Mass. 
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The Augmentation Fund 
S T A N D S F O R T H R E E V I T A L T H I N G S : 

1. The Encouragement and Assistance of Weak Societies 
2. Reasonable and Reliable Support for Ministers 
3. Help in Supporting Students for the Ministry 

T o Maintain and E x t e n d I t s W o r k I t 

Needs Your Support 
T o those who think of making a bequest to the Fund, the Treasurer will be pleased to 

furnish suitable forms and to give any advice that may be asked. A s State laws with 
regard to wills vary, local counsel in the State of the testator should finally be consulted. 
Make checks payable to A L B E R T P . C A R T E R , Treasurer , and send all correspondence 

to him at 511 B A R R I S T E R S H A L L , B O S T O N 9, M A S S . 

U R B A N A J U N I O R C O L L E G E 
of the General Convention 

Preliminary work for Liberal Arts , A g r i 
culture, Dentistry, L a w . Theology, Medicine, 
Pharmacy, Education and Engineering. Special 
courses also in the study of the Word and the 
Writings. Freshman and Sophomore years. 
For information address, 

Rev . Russel l E a t o n , President 
Urbana, Ohio 

Commemoration Edition 
S W E D E N B O R G , 

L I F E AND T E A C H I N G 
B y George Trobridge 

U s e t h i s book d u r i n g the present ce lebrat ion of the 
250th A n n i v e r s a r y of S w e d e n b o r g ' s b i r t h to i n t r o d u c e 
h i m to n e w r e a d e r s . A book of 543 pages, h a n d s o m e l y 
bound i n s e m i - l i m p i m i t a t i o n l e a t h e r c o v e r s , g i l t letter
i n g , r o u n d e d c o r n e r s , for 25 cents per copy , postpaid . 

O u r r e g u l a r paper -bound edit ion of this book, 10 
cents p e r copy , postpaid . 

O r d e r a q u a n t i t y f o r j u d i c i o u s d i s t r i b u t i o n . 

Swedenhorg Foundation Incorporated 
51 E a s t 42nd St. New Y o r k , N . Y . 

T H E M E S S E N G E R 
is the official organ of the 

CONVENTION 
and the special news servant 

of the 
C H U R C H 

Help the Church by subscribing to 
T H E M E S S E N G E R 

Keep in touch with the external 
organization of the Church 

Three dollars per annum 

T H E N E W - C H U R C H 
T H E O L O G I C A L S C H O O L 

48 Quincy St., Cambridge, Mass. 

A three years' course preparing for the min
istry. 

Courses by correspondence in the Theology 
of the New Church, and in the Spiritual I n 
terpretation of the Scriptures. 

For information apply to 
F r a n k l i n H . Blackmer, President 

B O A R D O F M I S S I O N S 
OF T H E 

General Convention 

We nearly encircle the globe, 
please help us to make 

both ends meet. 

L L O Y D A . F R O S T , Treasurtr 
C A M B R I D G E T R U S T C O . 

CAMBRIDGE, MASS I 

H o n . F o r s t e r W . F r e e m a n P r e s i d e n t 
P a u l S p e r r y V i c e - P r e s i d e n t 
L e s l i e M a r s h a l l G e n e r a l S e c r e t a r y 

v 94 A r l i n g t o n A v e . , H a w t h o r n e , N . J . 

C H A P E L H I L L S C H O O L 
( F o r m e r l y c a l l e d W a l t h a m S c h o o l for G i r l a ) 

Waltham, Massachusetts 

A H o a r d i n g a n d D a y S c h o o l control led b y N e w -
C h u r c h T r u s t e e s . P u p i l s accepted ages 5 to i 9 ; sep
a r a t e homes f o r o lder a n d y o u n g e r g i r l s . Col lege 
P r e p a r a t o r y a n d G e n e r a l c o u r s e s i n U p p e r S c h o o l . 
Outdoor sports . F o r catalogue, a d d r e s s 

P H I L I P E . G O O D H U E 
Principal 

L Y N N N E I G H B O R H O O D H O U S E 
A S S O C I A T I O N 

Contributions solicited 
Help us serve the Children 

B E R T H A M . W H I T M A N . T r e a s u r e r 

109 Walnut Avenue, Roxbury 19, Mass. 
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