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C h r i s t m a s G r e e t i n g 
E wish f o r a l l o u r readers a H a p p y C h r i s t m a s . M a y the ce lehrat ion o f the Feast o f 

Y V the I n c a r n a t i o n b r i n g t o y o u a l l a sense o f deep and a b i d i n g j o y . T h e r e is much i n the 
d i s turbed cond i t i on of the w o r l d t o l i m i t our sense o f happiness. W a r , confus ion , social unrest 
and the enforced idleness of mi l l ions o f workers have a d i s t u r b i n g effect on the menta l s tate 
o f a l l people. T h e misery and unhappiness of our b r o t h e r man l i m i t the j o y of even those who 
are free f r o m threats of w a r and f inanc ia l insecur i ty . T h e r e is l i t t l e j o y i n feast ing while others 
arc s t a r v i n g . O u r g a i l y dressed and decorated homes and churches remind us p a i n f u l l y o f the 
f a c t t h a t there are 125,000,000 homeless people i n A s i a . N o one w i t h quickened sympathies can 
avo id a feel ing of sadness i n remembering the miseries t h a t afflict m a n k i n d . Y e t these th ings 
need not e n t i r e l y rob us o f our Chr is tmas j o y . F o r the eternal verit ies s t i l l r e m a i n . I t w i l l 
forever remain t r u e t h a t f o r the redempt ion of the h u m a n race the M i g h t y G o d o f the u n i 
verse was b o r n as the Babe of Bethlehem. I t w i l l forever remain t r u e t h a t " T h e Shepherd o f 
Sou l s " came t o seek the sheep t h a t was lost . E v e n i n storm-tossed times those e t e rna l fac ts o f 
h i s t o r y remain unshaken. T h r o u g h the e a r t h l y mists and vapors dense t h a t rise f r o m man's i n 
h u m a n i t y t o man the sunshine of heaven s t i l l streams i n t o our hear ts . " R e j o i c e g r e a t l y O 
daughter o f Z i o n " is s t i l l the D i v i n e message o f the C h u r c h . 

T h e r e is a legend t h a t a t the moment of the I n c a r n a t i o n the w o r l d was hushed i n peace. 
T h i s m a y be merely the outcome of w i sh fu l t h i n k i n g , b u t the f a c t docs remain t h a t a t the t ime 
when C h r i s t was b o r n i n Bethlehem no serious w a r was being waged i n the R o m a n E m p i r e . 
B u t the state of the w o r l d i n those days was i n c o m p a r a b l y worse t h a n i t is t o - d a y . A m i d a l l 
the unrest of the present age there remain blessings t h a t came f r o m the I n c a r n a t i o n and of 
which m a n k i n d can never be robbed. W e e n j o y s p i r i t u a l freedom, we can enro l l ourselves among 
the redeemed, we are heirs o f sa lva t i on . T h e r e are supremely g r e a t g i f t s f r o m the L o r d o f 
which no man can r o b u s ; and i n the c o n t e m p l a t i o n o f these g r e a t g i f t s o u r hearts can be f u l l 
o f t h a n k f u l j o y . 

F u r t h e r t h a n th i s we can look f o r w a r d w i t h confidence t o the u l t i m a t e t r i u m p h o f r i g h t 
eousness. T h e ebb is a lways fo l lowed b y the flood t ide . A n d i f t o - d a y there seems t o be a 
recession i n the t i d e o f righteousness we lack no confidence i n the u l t i m a t e t r i u m p h o f our 
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