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T h a n k s , f o r W h a t ? 

ON T h a n k s g i v i n g D a y th i s n a t i o n r e t u r n s 
thanks t o A l m i g h t y God f o r m a t e r i a l 

a n d s p i r i t u a l blessings. N o t on ly do we ex­
press g r a t i t u d e f o r preservat i on d u r i n g the 
p a s t year b u t f o r the p l e n t i f u l harvest t h a t 
gives us an assurance of food d u r i n g the ensu­
i n g twelve months . 

A m i d our r e j o i c i n g , emphasis is p laced , o f 
course, u p o n the harvest of m a t e r i a l t h i n g s . 
W e arc g l a d t o do v o l u n t a r i l y w h a t the I s r a e l ­
ites d i d by D i v i n e command. " T h o u shalt 
keep . . . the feast of harvest , the first f r u i t s of 
t h y labours , which t h o u hast sown i n the field: 
and the feast o f i n g a t h e r i n g , which is i n the end 
of the year , when t h o u hast ga thered i n t h y 
labours out of the field." 

T h e Israe l i tes could easily recognize the 
f r u i t s of t h e i r harvest . Increase of c a t t l e , r e ­
t u r n s f r o m field and o r c h a r d , m a t e r i a l f o r g a r ­
ments—these a lmost e n t i r e l y comprised t h e i r 
y e a r l y gains . F o r us, n o t o n l y is l i f e more 
c o m p l i c a t e d ; the harvest is r i cher and more 
v a r i e d . W e e n j o y m a t e r i a l and in te l l e c tua l 
blessings o f which ancient people never dreamed. 
Mechan i ca l t r a n s p o r t b y l a n d , sea and a i r . 
Homes t h a t c o n t a i n comfor ts u n k n o w n t o m o n -
archs o f bygone days . E d u c a t i o n f o r a l l 
people. L i b r a r i e s free t o a l l comers. M e d i c a l 

a n d s u r g i c a l t r e a t m e n t f o r a l l sufferers. A l l 
these blessings, renewed t o us f r o m y e a r t o 
y e a r are p a r t of our harvest and should evoke 
our g r a t i t u d e t o the L o r d . F o r these th ings 
even the least pr iv i l eged of our people should be 
t h a n k f u l . 

A m o n g o u r greatest blessings we should 
count the rel igious and p o l i t i c a l freedom we 
en joy . These are treasures we ight ier and more 
valuable t h a n m a t e r i a l t h i n g s . O n l y i n a few 
r e a l l y democrat i c n a t i o n s , n o t a b l y i n our own, 
do these th ings s t i l l remain to the people. A m i d 
o u r r e j o i c i n g on T h a n k s g i v i n g D a y some 
t h o u g h t should be g iven t o these blessings. I n 
the recent elections the people exercised t h e i r 
r i g h t f u l freedom and m a n y o f them voted 
against the policies o f the present government . 
I n t o t a l i t a r i a n countries such votes w o u l d be 
m a r k e d o u t f o r immediate punishment . I n 
G e r m a n y , I t a l y and Russia a vote aga ins t a 
d i c t a t o r w o u l d mean p r i s o n or the firing squad 
f o r the voter . T h e on ly p o l i t i c a l freedom exist ­
i n g i n those countr ies is the freedom t o endorse 
the policies o f the ru lers . T h e lesson t o be 
learned f r o m the A m e r i c a n elections on Novem­
ber 8 is n o t t h a t o f a r e t u r n t o t w o - p a r t y gov ­
ernment , i t is t h a t of thankfulness f o r p o l i t i c a l 
freedom. N o one can c la im t h a t i n the U n i t e d 
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States a l l th ings p e r t a i n i n g t o government are 
per fec t , b u t j u d g e d by the s t a n d a r d of p o l i t i c a l 
l i b e r t y en joyed i n t o t a l i t a r i a n states the U n i ­
t e d States of A m e r i c a is heaven cont ras ted w i t h 
he l l . 

N o r should our rel igious freedom pass u n ­
not iced. P r o t e s t a n t p r e j u d i c e m a y operate 
against the election of a R o m a n Cathol i c p res i ­
dent . B u t the idea t h a t the W h i t e House is 
reserved f o r P r o t e s t a n t s is the outcome of p r e j ­
udice, and not of any legal h indrance . A s a n 
i l l u s t r a t i o n of rel igious freedom we m a y note 
the fac t t h a t New Y o r k State has a Jewish 
governor , and the m a y o r o f New Y o r k C i t y 
had a Jewish mother . I f Governor L e h m a n 
and M a y o r L a G u a r d i a l ived in G e r m a n y the 
chances are t h a t t o - d a y they w o u l d be penniless 
exiles or pr isoners i n a concentra t i on camp. 

P r o m i n e n t among our t h a n k s g i v i n g r e j o i c i n g 
should be our recogn i t i on o f c i v i l , rel igious and 
p o l i t i c a l freedom. N o t on ly should wc t h a n k 
the L o r d f o r these blessings, bu t we should rea l ­
ize our d u t y . t o preserve them. Constant v i g i ­
lance is the p r i c e of freedom. W c shal l no t be 
sincerely g r a t e f u l to the L o r d unless we set our 
hearts and minds reso lute ly against a l l p o l i t i c a l 
and rel igious into lerance . T h e first field f o r o u r 
efforts is in our own hearts . T h e i n c a r n a t i o n of 
the L o r d was effected f o r the preservat i on o f 
o u r s p i r i t u a l freedom. T h e resul t of s p i r i t u a l 
freedom is l i b e r t y i n c i v i l , p o l i t i c a l and r e l i g ­
ious l i f e . T h e basis of th i s can be f o u n d i n 
Paul ' s words t o the men o f A t h e n s : 

" T h e God who made the e a r t h and a l l th ings 
t h e r e i n , seeing t h a t he is L o r d of heaven and 
e a r t h , dwelleth not in temples made w i t h hands; , 

" N e i t h e r is lie served by men's hands, as 
t h o u g h he needed any t h i n g , seeing he g i v e t h t o 
a l l , l i f e and b r e a t h and a l l t h i n g s ; 

" A n d h a t h made of one a l l nat ions of men t o 
dwell on a l l the face of the e a r t h , and h a t h de­
t e r m i n e d the times before a p p o i n t e d , and the 
bounds of t h e i r h a b i t a t i o n ; 

" T h a t they should seek God , i f perhaps they 
m i g h t feel a f t e r h i m , and find h i m , t h o u g h he 
be n o t f a r f r o m every one of u s ; 

" F o r i n h i m we l ive , and move, and have our 
b e i n g ; as c e r t a i n also of y o u r own poets have 
sa id , F o r we arc also his o f f s p r i n g . " 

T h e T e m p l e of R e l i g i o n 
T T T H I L E rel igious into lerance in G e r m a n y 

• » is seeking t o b l o t out the Jewish re l i g i on 
a n d , indeed, a l l r e l i g i on t h a t w i l l n o t give ready 
a p p r o v a l t o a l l governmenta l policies, the 
people o f the U . S. A . are responding t o a 
p r o j e c t t o b u i l d a temple o f r e l i g i on a t the 
New Y o r k W o r l d ' s F a i r . T h i s temple , p lanned 
as a place of rest and quiet m e d i t a t i o n , is to be 
erected by the j o i n t "efforts of P r o t e s t a n t s , 
Cathol ics and Jews. I t is to cost $250,000. As 
the first c o n t r i b u t i o n t o th i s sum M r . J o h n U . 
Rockefel ler has subscribed . $25 ,000 . I n a d ­
dressing one h u n d r e d and fifty business men on 
the occasion of the i n a u g u r a t i o n o f the f u n d , 
M r . Rockefe l ler t o l d them t h a t , "Countless as 
are the needs o f the present w o r l d , none is 
g rea ter t h a n i t s need o f s p i r i t u a l p o w e r ; some­
t h i n g t o l i f t man above the sordidness of m a ­
t e r i a l i s m ; something t o cause h i m to look o u t , 
no t i n ; u p , no t d o w n ; to help h i m t o t u r n the 
defeat o f his selfish purposes i n t o v i c t o r i o u s l i v ­
i n g f o r o t h e r s . " 

C i v i l i z a t i o n has a choice t o make, he added, 
whether to p u t f a i t h in m a n k i n d or i n God . 
T h i s c o u n t r y , unquest ionably , w i l l p u t i t s f a i t h 
i n G o d , M r . Rockefe l ler cont inued , b u t warned 
against "al legiance t o any r e l i g i o n t h a t is i n ­
sincere or i n t o l e r a n t , t h a t is n a r r o w or d i ­
v i s ive . " 

T h a t temple at the W o r l d ' s F a i r w i l l s tand 
n o t only as a symbol of r e l i g i o n b u t as one of 
tolerance and s y m p a t h y f o r men of a l l f a i t h s 
t h a t foster the acknowledgment of and obe­
dience to the one t r u e God . 

D u r i n g the past t w e n t y years a g r e a t change 
has t a k e n place i n the rel igious t h o u g h t of 
people i n democrat ic countr ies . T h e intense r i ­
v a l r y t h a t once character ized the people of d i f ­
ferent f a i ths and the m u t u a l suspicion t h a t 
existed between the var ious C h r i s t i a n denomi­
nat ions have g iven place t o a s p i r i t o f to lerance 
and b r o t h e r l y cooperat ion . F u t u r e h i s tor ians 
w i l l doubtless r e g a r d this as one of the most 
progressive steps of the present age. One shud­
ders t o t h i n k of the verd i c t of f u t u r e h i s tor ians 
on the persecut ion of the Jews now being perpe­
t r a t e d in G e r m a n y . N o t since the T u r k i s h 
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atroc i t i es against the Armenians in 1894 , t h a t 
evoked W . E . Gladstone's phrase " t h e unspeak­
able T u r k , " has the w o r l d witnessed such co ld ­
blooded rel igious persecution as t h a t f o r which 
the German government is responsible t o -day . 
Gladstone said t h a t the murderous T u r k stank 
i n the nos t r i l s of a l l the decent people of the 
w o r l d . I f he were s t i l l l i v i n g on e a r t h he would 
p r o b a b l y be able to coin suitable phrases i n 

which to describe the rel igious persecut ion of 
t o - d a y . 

T h e temple of re l ig ion at the W o r l d ' s F a i r 
w i l l s tand symbol ic of re l ig ious freedom and 
tolerance. I t w i l l t e s t i f y t o what is best i n our 
common h u m a n i t y . T h e New C h u r c h m a n w i l l 
take a more extended view as he remembers t h a t 
the temple a t Jerusalem was a p r o p h e t i c s y m ­
bo l of the D i v i n e H u m a n . A . W . 

A n o t h e r T h a n k s g i v i n g 
By William H . Beales 

H P H A N K S G I V I N G D A Y a g a i n ! A n d now, 
as we p r e p a r e to e n j o y this t r u l y New 

W o r l d f es t iva l , we fo l low back, i n t h o u g h t , 
t h r o u g h near ly three centuries of T h a n k s g i v ­
i n g D a y s , t o the late a u t u m n of 1 6 2 1 , and we 
f ind ourselves among the P i l g r i m F a t h e r s . T h e y 
have passed t h r o u g h the hardships of a w i n t e r , 
and en joyed the loveliness o f s p r i n g and sum­
mer , and now the g l o r y of the f a l l days has 
come. T h e y have reaped the i r meagre, but suf ­
ficient harvest , and the i r hearts are filled w i t h 
g r a t i t u d e to the God who has blessed them w i t h 
H i s b o u n t y . B u t let one o f the i r own number 
t e l l o f th i s first T h a n k s g i v i n g D a y . E d w a r d 
W i n s l o w , one of the company , and l a t e r gov­
ernor of the new colony, is w r i t i n g t o a f r i end 
back i n E n g l a n d . H i s l e t t e r reads, in p a r t : 

" Y o u shall unders tand t h a t , i n the l i t t l e t ime 
t h a t a few of us have been here, we have b u i l t 
seven dwelling-houses and f o u r f o r the use of 
the p l a n t a t i o n , and have made p r e p a r a t i o n f o r 
divers others . W e set last s p r i n g some t w e n t y 
acres of I n d i a n c o r n , and sowed some six acres 
of bar ley and peas, a n d , a c c o r d i n g to the m a n ­
ner o f ' the Ind ians ; we manured our g r o u n d w i t h 
h e r r i n g s , o r r a t h e r shads, which we have i n 
great abundance, and take w i t h g rea t ease a t 
our doors. O u r corn d id w e l l : and , God be 
pra i sed , we have a good increase in I n d i a n c o r n , 
and our bar ley ind i f f erent good , b u t our peas 
n o t w o r t h the g a t h e r i n g . 

" O u r harvest being go t ten i n , our governor 
sent f o u r men on f o w l i n g , so t h a t we m i g h t 
a f t e r special manner re jo i ce together a f t e r we 

had gathered in the f r u i t of our labor . T h e y 
f o u r in one d a y k i l l ed as m a n y fowls as, w i t h a 
l i t t l e help beside, served the company a lmost a 
week, a t which t i m e , among other recreat ions , 
we exercised our arms , m a n y of the I n d i a n s 
coming among us, and among the rest , t h e i r 
greatest k i n g , Massaso i t , w i t h some n inety men 
— w h o went and k i l l e d five deer, which they 
b r o u g h t t o the p l a n t a t i o n . A n d , a l t h o u g h i t 
is n o t always so p l e n t i f u l as i t was at this t ime , 
w i t h us, ye t by the goodness of G o d , we are so 
f a r f r o m w a n t t h a t we wish y o u p a r t a k e r s of 
our p l e n t y . " 

W h a t a d i n n e r ! and w h a t a c o m p a n y ! t h a t 
first T h a n k s g i v i n g D a y . Governor B r a d f o r d 
and the old I n d i a n k i n g a t the head of the 
t a b l e ; n inety I n d i a n braves and th e i r white 
hosts, headed by Miles Standish . Tables loaded 
down w i t h w i ld t u r k e y , goose, ducks and a l l 
manner of good t h i n g s , and between the feast ­
i n g , games and t r i a l s of sk i l l between the I n ­
dians and the colonists . A wonder fu l t ime of 
T h a n k s g i v i n g , and the first of a l o n g l ine of 
T h a n k s g i v i n g s t o f o l l ow. 

N o t a l l of them as h a p p y , nor as blessed w i t h 
the b o u n t y of G o d , as th i s first. W e go f o r ­
w a r d to December 17, 1777. T h e R e v o l u t i o n ­
a r y A r m y is " d i g g i n g i n " at Val ley F o r g e , Gen­
era l George W a s h i n g t o n has issued the " O r d e r s 
f o r the D a y . " W e are pr iv i l eged t o read p a r t 
of these " O r d e r s " : 

" T o m o r r o w being the da} ' set a p a r t by the 
honorable Congress f o r pub l i c t h a n k s g i v i n g 
and praise , and d u t y c a l l i n g us devoutedly t o 
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express o u r g r a t e f u l acknowledgment t o G o d 
f o r the m a n i f o l d blessings H e has g r a n t e d us, 
the General d irects t h a t the a r m y remain i n i ts 
present q u a r t e r s , and t h a t the chaplains p e r ­
f o r m D i v i n e Service w i t h t h e i r corps and b r i ­
gades: and he earnestly exhorts a l l officers and 
soldiers, whose absence is no t indispensably 
necessary, t o a t t e n d w i t h reverence, the solem­
nities of the d a y . " 

Eleven thousand w a r - w e a r y men, i l l - c l a d , 
under -nour ished , f a c i n g the r i g o r s of a w i n t e r 
whi ch would c a r r y m a n y of them t o t h e i r last 
rest ing-place and b r i n g sickness and suf fer ing , 
so t h a t the f i g h t i n g - s t r e n g t h w o u l d be cu t 
near ly i n two before s p r i n g — " d e v o u t l y ex­
press ing the i r acknowledgment to God f o r the 
m a n i f o l d blessings H e had g r a n t e d t h e m . " T h e 
t r u e s p i r i t o f " T h a n k s g i v i n g D a y . " A n d , t o 
t h r o w a s idel ight u p o n the condit ions a t t h a t 
t ime , we read , f r o m the " O r d e r l y b o o k , " on the 
next page, of how the men are t o be d iv ided 
i n t o p a r t i e s of twelve, and are t o begin b u i l d i n g 
h u t s , as shelters against the s t o r m y days t o 
come: and of how, "as an encouragement t o i n ­
d u s t r y and a r t , " W a s h i n g t o n promises to r e ­
w a r d the p a r t y i n each reg iment which finishes 
i ts h u t first, in w o r k m a n l i k e manner , " w i t h a 
g i f t of twelve d o l l a r s " — o n e d o l l a r f o r each of 
the twelve men on the " t e a m . " 

W h i l e i t is a "good t h i n g t o give thanks u n t o 
the L o r d , " i t is also i n t e r e s t i n g t o realize t h a t 
the L o r d does not make th i s t h a n k s g i v i n g a 
c ond i t i on of the g r a n t i n g of H i s m a t e r i a l bless­
ings. Seed-time and harvest fo l low i n the o r ­
der of c r e a t i o n ; the hand o f the C r e a t o r is 
opened to bestow H i s benefactions, whether the 
hearts of H i s ch i ldren are raised i n g r a t i t u d e 
or no t . T h e L o r d does n o t wa i t t o be asked, 
before H e sends the r a i n and the sunshine; H e 
has made these p a r t of the w o r l d i n which wc 
l ive . H e does n o t w a i t u n t i l H e is p e t i t i o n e d , 
before H e sends the increase o f the fields; this 
is p a r t of the economy of the m a t e r i a l w o r l d , 
a l t h o u g h we know they come f r o m H i m as the 
Giver . I n a l l t h a t affects our p h y s i c a l lives 
here u p o n e a r t h , the laws o f D i v i n e Providence 
operate unceasingly f o r o u r good, even t h o u g h 
hosts of human beings f a i l t o recognize t h a t 
f a c t . H e calls u p o n us, i n H i s W o r d , t o r e t u r n 
thanks t o H i m , b u t H e docs not demand t h a t 
we shal l observe " T h a n k s g i v i n g D a y " each 

year , as a c o n d i t i o n of the cont inuance of H i s 
b o u n t y . F o r t h a t w o u l d mean compuls ion , and 
genuine g r a t i t u d e is never associated w i t h a n y ­
t h i n g of compuls ion. T h e good and ev i l , the 
t h a n k f u l and the thankless , a l l have c e r t a i n 
p h y s i c a l needs, which must be met i f we are 
t o live u p o n th i s e a r t h , and the L o r d meets these 
needs irrespect ive of the s p i r i t u a l states of 
those benefitted. " H e maketh H i s sun t o rise 
on the evi l and on the good, and sendeth H i s 
r a i n on the j u s t and on the u n j u s t . " So i t ever 
is, a n d ever w i l l be, w i t h the L o r d ' s m a t e r i a l 
bounties. 

B u t i n respect to the deeper, r i cher , and 
f u l l e r g i f t s o f the L o r d — H i s s p i r i t u a l bless­
ings , the s i t u a t i o n is qui te d i f f erent . These can 
be given on ly to those who l ook t o H i m , who 
acknowledge H i m as Sav iour , and who seek t o 
live a c c o r d i n g t o H i s teachings. H e seeks t o 
send down tfie sunshine of H i s D i v i n e L o v e , and 
the gentle r a i n of H i s D i v i n e T r u t h i n t o every 
human l i f e , b u t , un l ike the sunshine and the 
r a i n of this w o r l d , these can be given on ly to 
those who desire them, and seek a f t e r them. T h e 
barns and storehouses of this w o r l d m a y be 
filled to o v e r f l o w i n g ; the c a t t l e m a y m u l t i p l y 
" u p o n a thousand h i l l s : " the trees m a y fling 
f o r t h the g l o r y and the beauty o f a season of 
wonder fu l g r o w t h — y e t i n the hearts of men 
there m a y be a s p i r i t u a l famine , and i n the 
higher regions o f the m i n d , n o t h i n g b u t a bar­
ren waste. 

T h e t r u e s p i r i t o f T h a n k s g i v i n g D a y , t h e n , 
is much more t h a n the mere r e j o i c i n g over the 
increase of the fields and the o r chards , of the 
f a c t o r y and the workshop . I t has i t s roots 
deep w i t h i n the hear t . I t par takes of the n a ­
t u r e of t h a t thankfulness which filled the h e a r t 
of W a s h i n g t o n a t Va l l ey F o r g e , as he faced 
p r i v a t i o n and w a n t , and was oppressed w i t h 
the deepest a n x i e t y , ye t , i n spite of a l l t h i s , 
cal led on his t r o o p s to t h a n k G o d " f o r the m a n ­
i f o l d blessings H e has g r a n t e d us . " F o r us , 
t o - d a y , i t must have i t s very beginnings i n 
g r a t i t u d e f o r the knowledge which the L o r d 
has g r a n t e d t o us of H i m s e l f and H i s W o r d ; 
f o r l i f e i t se l f , w i t h i ts countless o p p o r t u n i t i e s 
f o r service; f o r the v is ion o f the l i fe beyond, 
and f o r the power to a t t a i n t o " t h e measure of 
a m a n , t h a t is, o f an a n g e l . " These are among 
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the L o r d ' s greatest blessings, a n d they c a l l f o r 
the sincere g r a t i t u d e of our hearts t o H i m who 
i n love has so g r a c i o u s l y bestowed t h e m . 

W h e n such g r a t i t u d e fills the h igher regions 
of the m i n d , i t w i l l sure ly descend a n d fill the 
lower planes also, w i t h the pleasantness o f i t s 
a r o m a , j u s t as the incense, when s p r i n k l e d 
u p o n the l ive coals of the a l t a r , filled the t e n t of 
the Tabernac le . T h e n we sha l l be able t o look 
out u p o n the w o r l d w i t h eyes which have been 
opened indeed, f o r we sha l l see i n the r ipened 
harvest the visible evidences of the l o v i n g k i n d ­
ness of the H e a v e n l y F a t h e r ; the fields w i l l s ing 
t o us o f H i s ever las t ing goodness; the c a t t l e 
u p o n the hillsides w i l l bear witness t o H i s w o n ­
d e r f u l Providence and care, and i n the cr imson 
and g o l d of the forest trees we sha l l see the 
evidence of sheer j o y t h a t once aga in the L o r d 
of L i f e has f u l f i l l e d H i s ancient promise t h a t 
"seedtime and harvest shal l n o t cease" u p o n the 
e a r t h . 

Yes, the L o r d , i n H i s W o r d , counsels us t o 
r e t u r n t h a n k s t o H i m , f o r H i s goodness, and 
i t reads a lmost as t h o u g h t h i s were a c o m m a n d ; 
b u t we know t h a t i t i t on ly f o r our good t h a t 
such counsel is g iven. W e are t o l d i n the W r i t ­
ings : " T h e L o r d does indeed demand h u m i l i a ­
t i o n , a d o r a t i o n a n d t h a n k s g i v i n g , and m a n y 
other th ings f r o m m a n — b u t H e does n o t de­
m a n d them f o r H i s own sake, f o r the D i v i n e 
has no g l o r y f r o m man's h u m i l i a t i o n , a d o r a t i o n 
and t h a n k s g i v i n g . T h e y are f o r t h e sake of the 
m a n himself , f o r when a m a n is i n (these states) 
he can receive good f r o m the L o r d , because he 
has t h e n been separated f r o m the love of self 
and i t s e v i l s — a n d then the L o r d can flow i n 
w i t h heavenly g o o d . " 

Keep T h a n k s g i v i n g D a y ? Yes. Observe i t 
w i t h the j o y of those e a r l y P i l g r i m s as they 
feasted together w i t h t h e i r I n d i a n fr iends l o n g 
ago, and t h a n k e d G o d f o r H i s goodness t o them 
i n the new l a n d . Observe i t w i t h the deeper 
g r a t i t u d e of W a s h i n g t o n , a t Va l l ey F o r g e , who 
could face b i t t e r t r i a l a n d h a r d s h i p , and the 
u n c e r t a i n t y and darkness o f the f u t u r e , w i t h 
a p r a y e r of t h a n k s g i v i n g u p o n his l ips and i n 
his h e a r t , t o A l m i g h t y G o d , " f o r the m a n i f o l d 
blessings H e has g r a n t e d u s . " A n d w i t h the 
s t i l l deeper thankfulness whi ch should fill o u r 
hearts t o - d a y , f o r the sure knowledge o f H i s 

a l m i g h t y power to help and t o save, a n d a l l of 
the wonders which H e has revealed t o us i n th i s 
the d a y o f H i s Second Coming . Thankfu lness 
t h a t we have been p e r m i t t e d to be p a r t a k e r s 
o f t h a t knowledge and of the new l i f e which H e 
gives. Sure ly the Psa lmist spoke t r u l y : " O 
give thanks u n t o the L o r d , f o r H e is good , f o r 
H i s mercy e n d u r c t h f o r e v e r . " 

T h a n k s g i v i n g 
B y A r t h u r Guiterman 

H E mounta ins w i t h t h e i r g r a n d e u r w o r s h i p 
God , 

T h e seas w i t h power , the b i rds t h a t cleave 
the a i r 

W i t h flight and song, the rose and go ldenrod 
W i t h loveliness, and we w i t h love and p r a y e r . 

A n d w h a t o f e a r t h b u t renders t h a n k s a n d 
pra ise 

F o r a l l the e a r t h holds dear , f o r each f a i r 
g o a l , 

F o r b o u n t y , v i g o r , peace, and l e n g t h of days? 
T h e soul gives thanks f o r w h a t G o d gives the 

soul. 

Give thanks f o r t h a t g r e a t voice whi ch bids m a n 
s t r i v e 

A g a i n s t a l l ev i l , t h r u s t i n g self as ide ; 
Give thanks f o r t h a t deep force which keeps 

al ive 
P u r e zeal f o r t r u t h , wherever t r u t h m a y hide. 

Give thanks f o r s t r e n g t h t o bear whatever 
scathe 

A n d g r i e f m a y come w i t h cheer and h a r d i ­
h o o d ; 

Give thanks f o r constant , dea th -de fy ing f a i t h 
T h a t some d a y we sha l l see how a l l was good. 

C E A S E therefore to inquire i n thyself what are 
the good works that I may do, or what good shall 
I do that I may receive eternal l i f e . Only abstain 
f rom evils as sins, and look to the L o r d , and the 
L o r d w i l l teach thee and lead t h e e . — ( A . E. 9 7 9 . ) 

November 23,1938 3 3 9 



B a c k t o N a t u r e 
By Gwynne Dresser Mack 

WE arc so i m p a t i e n t , nowadays ! T i m e 
seems so hugely i m p o r t a n t ; clocks super­

vise our busy-ncss as i f they were b i g bosses 
r a t h e r t h a n the mere conveniences they were 
intended to be. W a t c h people in the subway, 
r u n n i n g like mad , shoving others aside f o r fear 
of miss ing this p a r t i c u l a r t r a i n and h a v i n g t o 
take the next one, two minutes l a t e r . W a t c h 
automobi le dr ivers halted by a red l i g h t , fidget­
i n g a t the de lay , i n c h i n g f o r w a r d , l eap ing on ­
w a r d even before the l i g h t t u r n s green. N o t i c e 
a s t r i n g o f cars behind someone d r i v i n g p lac ­
idly,- e n j o y i n g the countrys ide — l o u d honks, 
rude stares, disgusted expressions, as the d r i v ­
ers behind swerve i n and out precar i ous ly i n 
t h e i r f r a n t i c efforts t o go faster . L o o k a t the 
faces o f women a t s tore -counters , nerve-
wracked a t h a v i n g t o w a i t f o r a c lerk . Go i n t o 
a n y large c i t y d r u g - s t o r e a t noon, and see the 
crowds s i t t i n g on stools, o r no t even b o t h e r i n g 
t o s i t , g u l p i n g down sandwiches t h a t have been 
t h r o w n together i n less t h a n a t w i n k l i n g . 

W h y a l l the h u r r y ? W h a t are we h u r r y i n g 
t o , o r f o r ? W h a t do we do w i t h the accumu­
lated minutes t h a t we save? O r think we save 
— f o r a c t u a l tests have proved t h a t an a u t o ­
mobile d r i v i n g s lowly and care fu l ly t h r o u g h the 
c i t y arr ives a t i ts des t inat ion h a r d l y a minute 
o r t w o l a t e r t h a n one t h a t has rushed the en-
f i re way . T h i s h u r r y i n g , t h e n , is u s u a l l y n o t 
a purpos ive t h i n g t o save t ime f o r a definite 
reason, o r t o accomplish more i n l i f e . I t is 
on ly an expression o f impatience . A n d i m p a ­
tience, in t u r n , is an expression of i r r i t a b i l i t y , 
o f j a n g l e d w r o u g h t - u p nerves and a t i r e d tense­
ness of m i n d and s p i r i t . Incessant h u r r y is a 
bad hab i t which leads i n t o a vicious c i r c l e ; p r o ­
duced b y nervous excitement and f a t i g u e , i t i n 
t u r n develops them f u r t h e r . 

B u t what causes this h i g h - s t r u n g c o n d i t i o n , 
i n the first place? W h o can say? L i f e is so 
complex nowadays ! A newspaper ed i tor i n re ­
mote T i b e t once suggested t h a t a l l the troubles 
o f the w o r l d could be solved lry abo l i sh ing the 
wheel. W h a t a simple s ta tement ! Y e t could 
we w i t h a sweep of the h a n d dismiss the wheel 

f r o m o u r scheme of l i v i n g , w i t h a vast r o a r o f 
co l laps ing machinery would vanish a l l t h a t we 
ca l l c i v i l i z a t i o n ; and man would once again 
r o a m the w o r l d a foot , c lad i n f u r s , r i s i n g and 
sleeping w i t h the sun. Yes, most o f the wor ld ' s 
problems would have vanished, too . A n d cer­
t a i n l y m a n k i n d would no longer h u r r y and 
r u s h ! 

Someone once w r o t e a d e l i g h t f u l s t o r y about 
suburban l i fe a f t e r a s trange atmospher ic d is ­
turbance had shut off a l l e l e c t r i c i t y . A t first 
i t seemed a m a j o r c a l a m i t y . L i f e j u s t could 
n o t go on, w i t h o u t e l e c t r i c i t y ! B u t , as the 
c i t i zenry f o u n d t h a t i t s t i l l l i ved , i n sp i te of 
the sudden h a l t in d a i l y business, i t began t o 
make wonder fu l discoveries. Neighbors became 
acquainted , people began to feel rested, they 
not iced t h a t there was an out -o f -doors and t h a t 
i t was b e a u t i f u l . I n s h o r t , everybody suddenly 
became h a p p y and f r i e n d l y , and began t o a p ­
prec iate a l l the th ings which they had been 
too h u r r i e d to notice before. 

A n d d id y o u hear about the wea l thy woman 
who equipped her mansion w i t h every labor -sav ­
i n g device invented — filled i t w i t h e lectr ica l 
gadgets t o make l i f e pleasant and easy? A n d 
added a large staf f of servants to take care of 
the gadgets . B u t the l ady f ound i t so arduous 
to keep t r a c k of a l l her gadgets and s e r v a n t s — 
to keep the servants efficient and the gadgets in 
r e p a i r — t h a t she was w o r r i e d i n t o an exhaus­
t i o n and had to go away somewhere t o l ive 
s i m p l y and q u i e t l y f o r a while. 

I n New Y o r k C i t y , a year ago, there was 
a " serv i ce " s t r i k e . A m o n g other inconveniences, 
no elevators r a n . People who worked o r l ived 
i n skyscrapers had t o go u p and down v i a 
good old fashioned s t a i r w a y s . T h i s was de­
v a s t a t i n g f o r some; b u t others took i t i n good 
h u m o r , g a l l a n t l y cl imbed and c l imbed, and 
present ly f ound t h a t i t cou ld even be f u n . 
Since no one could get anywhere on t i m e , be­
i n g on t ime was no longer i m p o r t a n t . M e n 
w i t h soft flabby muscles, a f t e r a few gasps and 
groans , a d m i t t e d t h a t i t was p r e t t y good exer­
cise and j u s t w h a t they needed. People who 
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h a d l ived in the same a p a r t m e n t house f o r 
years w i t h o u t ever n o d d i n g t o one another , 
met on the s ta i rs l ike o ld friends and stopped 
a t one another 's a p a r t m e n t s f o r coffee and a 
rest . T h u s , when i t a l l a t once became impos­
sible to h u r r y h i t h e r and y o n , h u r r y i n g ceased 
t o m a t t e r and people f ound t ime a t las t t o be 
grac ious and j o l l y and apprec ia t ive . S t range 
t h a t n o t h i n g short of d r e a d f u l inconvenience 
o r disaster seems able t o b r i n g this r e l a x a t i o n 
a b o u t ! 

Y e t no t qu i te all the w o r l d is toss ing in a 
fever o f i m p a t i e n t rush . O u r west and s o u t h ­
west arc noted f o r t h e i r le isure ly , easy-going 
ways. A n easterner, used t o s t a r t i n g across 
streets whenever the s p i r i t moves, e lbowing his 
way t h r o u g h streams of t ra f f i c , wou ld be puzzled 
t o see pedestrians i n western towns w a i t q u i e t l y 
on the corner , even w i t h no automobi le i n s ight , 
u n t i l the l i ghts ind icated t h a t now pedestrians 
m i g h t cross. A g a i n t h i n k of our d r u g stores 
a t lunch t ime , w i t h people l ined u p two-deep 
w a i t i n g the i r t u r n t o gobble and r u n . T h e n 
t h i n k o f Geneva, one of the wor ld ' s g rea t cit ies, 
where the streets are p r a c t i c a l l y deserted a t 
noon, the stores closed, and the c i t y enveloped 
i n an a u r a of peace and quiet—because every­
one has gone to lunch . T h i n k of Chicago w i t h 
i t s d in and h a r d modern b r i g h t n e s s : then t h i n k 
of P a r i s . I t , t oo , is teeming w i t h people and 
busses, business and noise ; b u t i t is a much 
more r e s t f u l noise because i t is made by per ­
sons i n less o f a h u r r y . Perhaps E u r o p e a n 
cities are less t u r b u l e n t t h a n A m e r i c a n because 
they are older, as e lderly people are more a t 
repose t h a n y o u t h . Perhaps our western cities 
are more le isurely t h a n eastern ones because 
they are younger , as chi ldren are more relaxed 
in the i r ac t iv i t ies t h a n grown-ups arc. O r 
maybe the whole difference lies i n environment . 

O u r west is s t i l l close t o n a t u r e , t o th ings 
of the w o r l d n o t made by man. T h e sky and 
s u n l i g h t , on the Pacific coast, are no t b l o t t e d 
out by skyscrapers , nor are the homes s m o t h ­
ered by p e r p e t u a l blankets o f smoke. I n a l a n d 
where snowy mounta ins look down i n t o c i t y 
streets whose curbstones are abloom w i t h roses, 
where even the poorest shack is bedecked w i t h 
flowers and greenery, how could one feel h a b i t ­
u a l l y nervous and i m p a t i e n t ? 

Deep i n the hearts o f most c i t y dwellers lies 

a l o n g i n g t o get " b a c k t o n a t u r e , " to escape 
to the g rea t open spaces o r t o some unspoi led 
desert isle. M a n y people do i t , even i f on ly 
f o r week-ends or summers—leave th e i r l u x u r ­
ious u r b a n homes t o t o i l and sweat on some 
u n c o m f o r t a b l y p r i m i t i v e acreage. A n d how 
they love i t ! A t home they would n o t f o r a 
minute t o l e ra te the bl isters and mosquito bites , 
the h a r d beds and canned beans; n o r would 
they dream of d i g g i n g , p a i n t i n g , h a m m e r i n g , 
c h o p p i n g wood. Y e t under the spell of a r u r a l 
r e t r e a t , these pains and hardships seem n e g l i ­
gible. F o r something else is there , so deeply 
s a t i s f y i n g as t o change e n t i r e l y one's out look 
on l i f e , t o mel t away one's c a p a c i t y f o r annoy ­
ance. T h e effect is t h a t of g e t t i n g back to 
n a t u r e mentally as well as p h y s i c a l l y , away 
f r o m the swarms of man-made s t r u c t u r e w i t h 
th e i r very human and finite atmosphere, t o the 
d iv ine ly created e a r t h and i ts wise silence, to 
an i n f i n i t y of sky and i ts e terna l s tars . 

O u t i n the d r e a m i n g meadows where daisies 
b loom by a law not of th e i r m a k i n g , where 
brooks r u n f r o m hidden spr ings , and trees u n ­
f o ld th e i r m y r i a d leaves i n serene obedience t o 
Something beyond t h e i r own inte l l igence—here 
one comes close t o the Source of a l l s t r e n g t h 
and peace. M a n cannot come close i f he sur ­
rounds himself w i t h th ings which he himself has 
made, f o r then he is too dazzled by his own 
achievements. I t is on ly t h a t p a r t o f the 
w o r l d no t invented by h u m a n be ings—the m o u n ­
t a i n ranges, the deep-rooted forests , the b o t ­
tomless lakes and the s u r g i n g seas—that can 
give man t r u e perspective, and consciousness of 
the Power w i t h o u t which he could neither w i l l 
n o r t h i n k . 

One cannot lie f o r l ong in soft grass beneath 
a large oak tree, l o o k i n g i n t o fathomless sky, 
w i t h o u t los ing interest i n personal problems 
and worries . One cannot s i t in a moon l i t pas­
t u r e w i t h o u t feel ing i n h a r m o n y w i t h the u n i ­
verse. A n d when th i s happens, one cannot 
h u r r y . 

F o r h u r r y is b o r n of i n s e c u r i t y , of fear and 
stress and ex te rna l pressure ; and these abound 
wherever men become engrossed w i t h t u r n i n g 
wheels. L i f e w i t h o u t wheels would n o t be de­
s irable , c e r t a i n l y ; b u t o f ten one could wish 
t h a t the wheels m i g h t rest , and let men rest 
and renew themselves w i t h the in f lux of Peace 
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f o r which they b l i n d l y y e a r n . T h e l o n g i n g t o 
get " b a c k t o n a t u r e " is the need of a c h i l d f o r 
i t s p a r e n t s , the need o f man f o r his C r e a t o r , 
and f o r the ca lm and s t r e n g t h t h a t are on ly 
f ound in a Love and W i s d o m greater t h a n one's 
own. 

The Proposed Uses of the 
Temple of Religion 

FR O M the D i r e c t o r of P u b l i c i t y we have r e ­
ceived the f o l l o w i n g i n f o r m a t i o n as t o the 

uses to be p e r f o r m e d by the T e m p l e : 
A l t h o u g h there w i l l be no in terdenomina­

t i o n a l o r denominat iona l services o f a r i t u a l i s ­
t i c n a t u r e , the " u n i v e r s a l appea l of the Temple 
t o people of a l l f a i t h s w i l l give wide o p p o r t u n ­
i t y f o r m a n y v a r i e d p r o g r a m s , " i t is po in ted 
o u t i n a statement of plans issued by the T e m ­
ple's b o a r d of d i r e c t o r s . 

Some o f the basic pr inc ip les t o be observed in 
the f o r m a t i o n of the p r o g r a m d u r i n g the oper­
a t i n g p e r i o d of the W o r l d ' s F a i r have been 
enunciated as f o l l o w s : 

" ( a ) T o prov ide the most v i t a l expression 
possible o f the value the A m e r i c a n people place 
on the s p i r i t u a l i n the i r lives. 

" ( b ) T o reassert a f f i rmat ive ly A m e r i c a n de­
v o t i o n t o those pr inc ip les of rel igious freedom 
which the C o n s t i t u t i o n embodies, and thus t o 
cause a new rea l i za t i on i n o u r own people and 
i n those o f the w o r l d t h a t A m e r i e a considers 
religious freedom an essential and i n t e g r a l p a r t 
of the democrat ic f o r m of government . 

" ( c ) T o i l l u s t r a t e the role t h a t re l ig ion has 
p layed , and should cont inue t o p l a y , i n A m e r ­
ica as a d o m i n a n t f a c t o r i n the m o r a l , f a m i l y , 
social , p o l i t i c a l , educat iona l and economic 
spheres. 

" ( d ) T o seek out methods of p r o j e c t i n g th i s 
rel igious her i tage i n t o the f u t u r e . 

" ( e ) T o demonstrate t h a t men m a y d i f fer 
deeply i n rel igious belief while m a i n t a i n i n g m u ­
t u a l respect and w o r k i n g together as A m e r i c a n 
citizens i n common u n d e r t a k i n g s , w i t h a view t o 
the establishment of a social o rder i n which the 
rel igious ideals of b r o t h e r h o o d and j u s t i c e shal l 
be the s tandards o f human r e l a t i o n s h i p s . " 

A l t h o u g h denominat iona l meetings, as d i s t i n ­

guished f r o m denominat iona l services, m a y be 
held, i t is po in ted o u t , th e i r p r o g r a m s " a r e to 
be based on pos i t ive assert ion, n o t on negations 
n o r are they t o be p r o p a g a n d i s t s i n the de­
s t r u c t i v e sense." 

N o p r o g r a m , sponsored by such groups o r by 
the Temple 's d i r e c to r s , w i l l seek u n i f o r m i t y , 
u n i o n o r a m a l g a m a t i o n of re l ig ious bodies, o r 
modi f i cat ion of the d i s t inc t ive beliefs of any re ­
l i g i o n or i n d i v i d u a l . N e i t h e r w i l l the Temple 
prov ide space f o r so-called rel igious exhib i t s , 
n o r w i l l i t be associated w i t h a n y t h i n g of a 
commerc ia l n a t u r e . 

Convocations and meetings, music , and p a g ­
eants and d r a m a are announced as the " t h r e e 
sal ient aspects" o f the p r o j e c t e d p r o g r a m . 
M a n y of the convocations, meetings, and so 
f o r t h , w i l l be p lanned by the T e m p l e C o r p o r a ­
t ion ' s b o a r d o f d i rec tors i n order t o stress, 
t h r o u g h engagement of the best and most r ep ­
resentative speakers, the basic pr inc ip les of the 
Temple p r o g r a m . These w i l l be non-denomina­
t i o n a l assemblies, f o r u m s , symposia , and so 
f o r t h . 

I t is the belief of the Temple d i rec tors t h a t 
such p r o g r a m s as those sponsored b y i n t e r -
f a i t h organizat ions whi ch arc designed t o p r o ­
mote j u s t i c e , a m i t y , u n d e r s t a n d i n g and co­
o p e r a t i o n amongst rel igious people, " w i t h o u t 
seeking u n i f o r m i t y or u n i o n o f rel igious bod­
ies , " should p l a y an i m p o r t a n t p a r t i n the 
p r o g r a m . 

A l l music p r o g r a m s , i t is p lanned , w i l l be 
based on the rel igious m o t i f . Choruses, b o t h 
those o f i n d i v i d u a l churches and rel igious 
g r o u p s , and those f o rmed b y a c ombinat i on of 
choirs , symphonic music and song rec i ta ls , w i l l 
be d o m i n a n t i n this aspect o f the p r o g r a m . 

W h e n no f o r m a l p r o g r a m is t a k i n g place, 
o r g a n music w i l l be p layed . Pageants and 
dramas w i l l be held a t r egu lar i n t e r v a l s , e i ther 
w i t h i n the Temple or on the terrace . 

T h e Temple of R e l i g i o n plans t o offer office 
space t o each of the three g r e a t f a i t h s . T h i s 
w i l l p r o v i d e an o p p o r t u n i t y f o r a c l e rgyman or 
representat ive , designated b y the p r o p e r a u ­
t h o r i t i e s f r o m each f a i t h , to be s tat ioned i n the 
Temple where he w o u l d serve i n a c onsu l t ing 
c a p a c i t y . 
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T h e P o t t e r a n d t h e C l a y 

TH E R E is a h i g h w a y called U . S. N o . 1 t h a t 
runs s o u t h w a r d f r o m M a i n e f o r hundreds o f 

miles. I t runs f r o m M a i n e t o M e x i c o . I have 
t rave led a long most o f i t a n d have f o u n d i t f u l l 
o f i n t e r e s t i n g t h i n g s . I n bu i ld ings close t o 
t h a t h i g h w a y a vast number of trades and i n ­
dustr ies are fo l lowed. T h e r e are factor ies f o r 
m a k i n g shoes, mi l ls f o r weav ing c l o t h , forges 
f o r w o r k i n g i r o n , foundries where brass, a l u m i ­
n u m and other metals are t u r n e d i n t o th ings of 
use and beauty . T h e r e are places where they 
make candy , others where they make ice cream. 
I c o u l d n ' t a t t e m p t t o t e l l y o u a l l the trades 
t h a t are pursued a l o n g t h a t g r e a t h i g h w a y . 
B u t there is one place i n Connect i cut t h a t i n ­
terests me more t h a n a l l the others . I t is a 
p o t t e r ' s shop, where a man fashions c lay i n t o 
b e a u t i f u l vases, p i t chers and dishes. These 
th ings he bakes i n a k i l n . N o t on ly docs he 
make them b e a u t i f u l i n f o r m , b u t he covers 
them w i t h marvelous glazes and enamels. H e 
uses very l i t t l e mach inery . H e fol lows the 
methods used five thousand years ago. 

T o w a t c h t h a t man a t w o r k is f a s c i n a t i n g . 
H e t h r o w s a shapeless l u m p of c l ay on t o a 
r a p i d l y r e v o l v i n g c i r c u l a r tab i c , presses i t here 
and there w i t h his f ingers, and i n less t ime t h a n 
i t takes me t o describe i t t h a t c lay flows i n t o a 
g r a c e f u l f o r m . I t obeys his s k i l l f u l fingers, and 
i n a few minutes the shapeless c lay is changed 
i n t o beauty . 

I have watched t h a t man w o r k , and as I saw 
the t r a n s f o r m a t i o n o f ugliness i n t o beauty I 
t h o u g h t of a verse i n the B ib l e . I t is i n the 

Book of the p r o p h e t Isaiah. " B u t now, 0 
L o r d , t h o u a r t our f a t h e r ; we are the c lay and 
t h o u a r t o u r p o t t e r ; and wc are a l l the w o r k 
o f t h y h a n d . " 

W h e n I t h i n k of t h a t verse I k n o w t h a t 
I s a i a h must sometime have stood and watched 
a p o t t e r a t w o r k . H e realized t h a t as the 
p o t t e r seeks t o mou ld c lay i n t o useful and beau­
t i f u l shapes, so the L o r d is ever seeking t o 
mould our souls i n f orms of beauty and use. 
Indeed t h a t is the one g r e a t ob j e c t f o r which 
a l l c rea t i on is intended. T h e L o r d created the 
universe f o r the purpose of f o r m i n g a heaven 
of angels f r o m the human race, and to make 
angels H e has t o m o u l d and t r a n s f o r m men 
and women i n t o forms of s p i r i t u a l , menta l and 
m o r a l beauty . H e is the G r e a t P o t t e r , we are 
the c lay and the w o r k of H i s hands. 

F r o m the p o t t e r on R o u t e N o . 1 I learned a 
v e r y i m p o r t a n t lesson. Be fore he can make a 
lovely vase, the c lay must be free of sand and 
part i c l es of g r i t . H e t o l d me t h a t i f the c lay 
contains sand o r pebbles i t w i l l c rack i n the 
k i l n , and a l l his l abor w i l l be wasted. O n l y 
good c lay is obedient t o his fingers. H e must 
have good m a t e r i a l i f he is t o make per fec t 
ar t i c les . 

M a n y of us make i t very di f f i cult f o r the L o r d 
t o mou ld o u r souls i n t o f orms o f beauty . Sel­
fishness, u n t r u t h f u l n e s s , spitefulness, unclean-
ness o f mind—these are l ike sand and pebbles 
i n the c l a y ; they m a r the beauty of the w o r k 
the L o r d seeks t o accomplish in us. E v e n the 
L o r d cannot make a good man o u t o f bad 
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m a t e r i a l . N o t u n t i l we arc w i l l i n g t o re l inquish 
our evils can H e bend us t o the p a t t e r n H e 
desires. Per fect obedience t o H i s law, w i l l i n g -
ness to fo l low H i s D i v i n e example—there are 
the ways i n which we can get r i d of our i m ­
per fec t ions , and a l low H i m t o change us i n t o 
H i s image and likeness. T h i s was w h a t the 
Psalmist meant when he p r a y e d , " C r e a t e in me 
a clean h e a r t , 0 G o d , and renew a r i g h t s p i r i t 
w i t h i n me. " 

H e r e should be our g r e a t oh je c t i n l i f e , t o 
g a i n a willingness f o r D i v i n e l ead ing , t o let 
the L o r d mou ld us i n t o f orms o f beauty and 
use. L e t us l ive i n the s p i r i t of t h a t b e a u t i f u l 
p r a y e r , " L e t the beauty of the L o r d our God 
be u p o n us, and establish t h o u the w o r k of our 
hand upon u s ; yea the w o r k o f o u r hands, 
establish t h o u i t . " 

F R O M OUR READERS 

A Letter About Immortality 
Dear F r i e n d — 

Because I s t i l l see grief and doubt in your face, 
I wonder i f i t is hard for you to accept Immor­
tal i ty? I m m o r t a l i t y is j u s t a change i n the gar­
ment of the soul. Change is a l l around you, I m ­
morta l i ty is a l l around you. You love your gar­
den, your mountains, your valleys. Don ' t you see 
that they change w i t h the seasons and that the 
change is progress? 

Do you ever say of a certain y e a r — " I cannot 
bear to let this year of my l i f e go, because i t w i l l 
not come again?" Hasn't i t gone into the richness 
of experience and memory, as the leaves of your 
elm enrich the ground around the tree for other 
generations of leaves yet to come? 

What did you love in her? N o t jus t face and 
form or material beauty. You loved her nature, 
g i f ts , responsiveness, understanding. Do you 
really think that those qualities, those graces of 
the sp i r i t , die w i th what we call death, as the deep 
freeze of last winter cheeked and ki l led some of 
your flowers. Would a loving God allow long 
years of struggle and hardship for the development 
of those graces, and then let them suddenly cease 
to have l i f e and v i ta l i ty? Would that agree with 
your acceptance of the belief that we grow through 
suffering? 

We cannot see love, hold i t i n our hand, measure 
i t w i th a yardstick. I n its great real ity i t is so 
far above such measuring that i t can be appre­
hended only by the sp ir i t . 

Perhaps you feel that there is some sort of i m ­
mortal i ty of sp ir i tual things, yet you cannot f u l l y 
believe i n the immortal i ty of the individual . But 
the L o r d was at great pains to bui ld up that i n ­
d iv idual i ty . He has given us years and years of 
opportunity for sp ir i tual growth . Spir i tual qual i ­
ties do not suddenly become disembodied and form­
less j u s t because we step into an unseen wor ld . 
The child steps into youth, the youth into matur i ty . 
Can you not imagine that another door can open 
into a l i fe purely of the sp i r i t , where the real ac­
tivities go on and on? 

H a p p y marriage brought a deep sense of t o ­
getherness to you. That is s t i l l a real i ty . When 
you were away from her in the flesh you did not 
feel her lost to you ; you missed her greatly but 
you rejoiced in your mutual love and desires. She 
is only out of sight and reach physically, ma­
ter ia l ly . A l l that you loved s t i l l lives. Lives and 
goes on i n happy usefulness. H e r talents were 
God-given; He never takes away what He gives. 
She has shed old age and sickness as she le f t her 
garments behind her. Those things belong to this 
natural world and she is no longer bound by them. 
Can't you see that the sp ir i t must keep on grow­
ing , and i f so i t cannot be formless; i t has real 
personality, i t is the real person? 

I t seems so evident to me that the growing, de­
veloping sp ir i t must have an adequate environment; 
must have al l manner of opportunities for the de­
velopment of its freedom. 

We do not lose any lovely experience or j o y . 
They are all bui lt into our lives. And when those 
we love go from our sight we must keep on bu i ld ­
ing j o y into our lives, knowing that in so doing 
we keep the way open for deeper inner union. 
Sorrow, doubt, despair, are fogs that w i l l hide 
that path to the sunlit mountain-peaks of the 
sp ir i t . I believe we have no r i ght to mourn, 
especially i f we have happy memories. We must 
let our loved ones go on to that freedom of the 
spir i t . And i f we would keep up wi th their growth 
we must accept the challenge to live wi th t h a n k f u l ­
ness and re jo ic ing, conscious of our own wider 
horizons because we feel, increasingly, their j oy . 

I n John Oxenham's poem "Seeds," he says th i s : 
" F o r man is but the seed of what he shall be, 

When, in the fullness of his perfecting, 
He drops the husk and cleaves his upward way, 
Thro' earth's retardings and the clinging clay 
Into the sunshine of God's perfect day. 
No fetters then! No bonds of time and space! 
But powers as ample as the boundless grace 
That suffered man, and death, and yet in tenderness 
Set wide the door and passed Himself before— 
A s He had promised—to prepare a place." 

When you can accept that , your fogs of doubt 
and gr ie f w i l l be dispelled and you w i l l walk in 
the inner l ight of the sp ir i t . 

Affectionately, 
L . D . F. 
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Behold, the Lord hath proclaimed unto the end of the world, Say ye to the 

daughter of Zion, Behold thy salvation cometh; behold his reward is 
with him and his work before him.—Isaiah l x i i . 1 1 . 

From the Most Ancient Church came the form of speech which became cus­
tomary, whereby the Church itself, from its affection of good, was 

called "daughter," "virgin," and also "wife."—A. C. 54. 

W E are indebted t o the Kansas C i t y So­
c iety f o r a copy of a "Spec ia l B u l l e t i n , " 

o f J u l y 1 0 t h , 1938, in which arc ex t rac t s f r o m 
R o u n d R o b i n l e t te rs , G r o u p N o . 7. T h i s 
B u l l e t i n , sent in by M r s . Charles S. M a c k , 
is i n charge of M r s . Isaac G . E n s , who is t o 
be c o n g r a t u l a t e d upon the fine s p i r i t and 
the l ive ly interest in the doctr ines shown by 
the women o f the Kansas C i t y church . W i t h 
her permission we would l ike to quote , f r o m 
t ime to t i m e , a few of the " o u t s t a n d i n g thoughts 
which have come t o these women, since the i r 
contact w i t h the w r i t i n g s o f E m a n u e l Sweden­
h o r g . . . . These Avomen, w i t h b u t few excep­
t ions , ha\Te known Swedenhorg only a short 
t i m e . " (Bulletin.) 

"The most important thing I have learned since tak­
ing up the study of Swedenborg's writings, is the finding 
of an entirely different route that leads to heaven."— 
Mr*. I . J. R loser. 

" T o me, one of the most interesting thoughts in the 
New Church is the teaching concerning the Trinity—the 
idea that God is One in Person, and not three, as I had 
been ltd to believe."—Mrs. IV. I I . Fry. 

"Swedenborg's definite and comprehensive views of 
the human soul, the tilings that constitute the soul, the 
nearness and reality of the spiritual world, and the con­
junction that all men have with that world,—these ideas, 
among many others, have impressed me immensely."— 
Mrs. Ellen Johnson. 

" T h e one outstanding truth to me is the New-Church 
doctrine of the internal sense of the Word—a doc­
trine most needed in the Churches; for apart from it, 
there is no practical faith in the Bible as the Word of 
God. "—Mr*. H. H. Noland, President of the Ladies' 
. 111in ure, 

F R I E N D S H I P 
B y E v a Morri l l 

TR U E f r i endsh ip is one of the most beaut i ­
f u l th ings in a l l the w o r l d , and i n times of 

advers i ty hoAV q u i c k l y one discovers who the 
t r u e fr iends are. 

D u r i n g a "Quest i on B o x " hour a t the F r y e ­

b u r g Assembly this summer the difference be­
tween " T r i a l s " and " T e m p t a t i o n s " was A ' ery 
c lear ly b r o u g h t out ; t r i a l s , the burdens wh i ch , 
t h r o u g h no f a u l t o f o u r own, Ave are called 
upon t o b e a r ; t e m p t a t i o n s , the i n c l i n a t i o n to 
resent these t r i a l s even t o the p o i n t o f anger 
and disl ike toAvard the people t h r o u g h whom 
they have been b r o u g h t about . C e r t a i n l y one 
of the greatest blessings which comes t o us i n 
these hours of t r i a l and t e m p t a t i o n — s e c o n d 
only to the increased sense of our dependence 
on the L o r d — i s the s u s t a i n i n g power of t r u e 
f r i endship . N o t m a u d l i n s y m p a t h y , we may 
even be helped by a w o r d of AA 'arning against 
what we haAre considered only our " r i g h t e o u s 
i n d i g n a t i o n , " b u t the sense t h a t , i n any case, 
the fr iends s tand ready t o help us to regain 
our in te l l e c tua l and m o r a l balance. 

T h e r e must be f r iendship i n a l l human re la ­
t ionships . H u s b a n d and wife must be friends 
or the p a r t n e r s h i p has l i t t l e chance of success. 
Parents and ch i ldren should be real f r iends , so 
too , w i t h bro thers and sisters. A n d then , g r e a t ­
est and highest of a l l our f r i endsh ip w i t h our 
Heaven ly F a t h e r . 

I n the Gospel of John xv . 15 -17 , our L o r d 
says, " H e n c e f o r t h I c a l l you n o t s e r v a n t s ; f o r 
the servant knoweth n o t w h a t his l o r d d o e t h ; 
b u t I have called y o u f r i e n d s ; f o r a l l th ings 
t h a t I have heard of m y F a t h e r I have made 
known u n t o y o u . Y e have not chosen me, but, 
I have chosen y o u and ordained y o u , t h a t ye 
should go and b r i n g f o r t h f r u i t and t h a t y o u r 
f r u i t should remain ; t h a t whatsoever yc shall 
ask o f the F a t h e r in m y name, he m a y give i t 
y o u . 

"These th ings I command y o u , t h a t ye love 
one a n o t h e r . " 

So finally we see t h a t i n t o t r u e f r i endsh ip 
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comes the idea of love, love t o the L o r d and 
love t o the n e i g h b o r ; and we have embodied 
i n the one w o r d " F r i e n d s h i p " the b e a u t i f u l 
meaning o f the two g r e a t commandments. 

Mission Board Item 
Among valuable and l i t t l e known pieces of New-

Church missionary undertakings is one which has 
been done for some years by a gentleman l i v i n g 
i n a small town i n Kansas. Each week he takes 
over to his weekly newspaper a copy of Daily 
Readings, and requests the editor to publish that 
week's readings. I t usually takes up a whole 
column, thus br ing ing to the attention of a wide 
circle of readers, both in the town and country, 
v i ta l passages f rom the W o r d , together w i t h the 
Heavenly Doctrine drawn therefrom. This f a i t h ­
f u l worker does this quite anonymously and pays 
for the space. I t is quite noticeable to see how 
interestingly i t a l l reads when published in a 
paper, and wc believe the plan offers a suggestion 
for similar publication by anyone interested. I n 
that event, the Board w i l l be glad to give further 
particulars. Address % Box 27, Hawthorne, N . J . 

A Correction 
On page 326 of the November 16th issue, the 

last word i n the f irst sentence of the paragraph 
commencing w i t h " L e t us now consider . . ." should 
be reader, not leader. 

OBITUARIES 

F O R M A N . — W i l l i a m M . Forman, a member of the 
T h i r d Church of the New Jerusalem i n St. Louis , 
passed into the higher l i f e , as the indirect result 
of an automobile accident, on J u l y 3, 1938, being 
nearly seventy-six years old. H e leaves two 
daughters, Melba and A r l i n e , and one brother, 
John Forman. H i s wife preceded h im into the 
sp ir i tual wor ld on October 9, 1937, after a happy 
marriage l i fe of forty-eight years. 

Another staunch member of the little, faithful group 
of New Churchmen of German extraction has left this 
world to continue a new and glorified life in a happier 
and more real existence, where he will join his wife and 
all those who were bound to him by love and faith. The 
sorrow of his children, now orphans, with whom he lived 
in close and affectionate fellowship, is greatly lessened 
by the conviction that he is in the Lord's loving care 
even more than when he was with them in the body. May 
this blessed knowledge that there is no death be the 
consolation of us all. 

Resurrection services were conducted on July 6 by the 
Rev. Dirk Diephuis, assisted by D r . H . Koch, leader of 
the Third Society. 

—The New-Church Visitor. 

E D M I S T O N . — M r s . Nett ie M . Edmiston, wife of 
Charles H . Edmiston, of Riverside, Cal i f . , aged 
sixty-seven, passed into the higher l i fe on October 
7th, 1938, as a result of a heart attack. Besides 
her husband, a pioneer resident of Riverside, a 
son of the Rev. B e r r y Edmiston, first pastor of 
the Riverside church, and a brother of the Rev. 
L l o y d H . Edmiston, of Seattle, Wash., M r s . E d ­
miston is survived by a brother, Frank Test, of 
Chicago. 

Mrs. Edmiston, as the wife of a charter member of 
the Riverside Church, has been active all her married 
life in the Riverside Society and given her services freely 
in many uses. She was a bright and cheerful soul, gen­
erous and diligent, and her loss is great for those who 
remain. 

Her funeral services were very largely attended, the 
entire membership of the local Rebekah Lodge being 
present and having charge of the interment services, be­
sides many people of the church and the city. The 
chapel services were in charge of the Rev. Walter B . 
Murray, her pastor for many years. 

E L S P A S S . — Z e l l a H . Elspass, October 23, 1938, 
age f i f ty - two years. George W . Elspass, October 
25 , 1938, age fifty-five years. 

Jo int services were held October 26, 1938 in 
the F i r s t Congregational Church and W i l l o w Grove 
Cemetery at Armada, Michigan and were con­
ducted by the Rev. Donald C. Gustafson assisted 
by the Rev. S. J . Pau l l of Armada and the Rev. 
W i l l i a m Beales of Detro i t . 

Sunday, October 23rd, the Firs t Congregational Church 
of Armada held a "Home Coming" celebrating its 100th 
Anniversary. Mr. and Mrs. Elspass attended and spent 

"DAILY READINGS" 
A T Y O U R S E R V I C E 

F O R Y O U R S E R V I C E 

A Brief Form of Daily Reading 
And Devotions in the Home 

Centered on the Word and 
Its Heavenly Doctrine 

Each week brings a new topic. Each 
day there is new inspiration and 
strength to be drawn f rom the very 
he lp fu l selections the manual offers. 

Introductory Copy Free 
Published quarterly by the Council of 

Ministers of the General Convention. Sub­
scriptions 50 cents per year; 15 cents per 
copy. Address Daily Readings, Box 27, 
Hawthorne , N . J . 
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C h r i s t m a s W i l l Soon Be H e r e 
W i t h the a p p r o a c h of the Chr is tmas season y o u w i l l be faced w i t h the p r o b l e m o f finding 

sui table presents f o r y o u r f r i ends . A year ' s s u b s c r i p t i o n t o 

T H E N E W - C H U R C H M E S S E N G E R 

makes a n i n s p i r i n g g i f t t h a t reminds y o u r f r i e n d o f y o u r kindness fifty-two times a year . 

Send three do l lars and the name o f a f r i e n d t o 

T H E N E W - C H U R C H P R E S S 

"We w i l l do the rest . D o i t now. 

the day renewing old associations, for they had been 
members of that Church prior to moving to Lakewood, 
Ohio. E a r l y in the evening while motoring back to 
Lakewood, the Elspass' automobile was involved in an 
accident near Monroe, Mich. Mrs. Elspass died en route 
to Mercy Hospital. Mr. Elspass, unconscious from the 
time of the accident, died early Tuesday morning, Oc­
tober 25th. Two daughters survive: Mary Louise and 

G U E R N S E Y . — E l i z a b e t h W i l k i n s G u e r n s e y was 
born at F r a n k f o r d , P a . , J a n u a r y 31 , 1846, a n d 
died a t C l i f t o n H e i g h t s , A u g u s t 2 5 , 1938. S h e 
w a s the daughter of H e n r y N e w e l l and S t a t i r a 
C o l b u r n G u e r n s e y , who were m a r r i e d b y the R e v . 
J a m e s Seddons at F r a n k f o r d , A p r i l 27 , 1845. 

Miss Guernsey's ancestors were among the earliest set­
tlers of New England. Her father's family lived in 
Dorchester, Mass., prior to 1655 and the founder of her 
mother's family came to Ipswich, Mass., from England 
in 1635. Her father was horn at Rochester, Vt . , in 1817 
and her mother at Boston in 1810. Both were members 
of the New Jerusalem Church. 

Miss Guernsey came to Philadelphia with her family 
in 1857, where she resided the rest of her life. She was 
active among a host of friends, especially in the Phila­
delphia Society, but at the end of her long life most of 
them had passed away. She left three nieces and two 
nephews, who are: Mrs. E d w i n B . Jenks of Lake George, 
N . Y . , daughter of H . William and L u c y Giles Guern­
sey; Mrs. Benjamin C. Tower of Boston, Miss G. Made­
leine Guernsey of Bryn Mawr, Raimund T . Guernsey of 
B r y n Mawr and H . Newell Guernsey of Los Angeles, 
Cal . 

B O W E R S . — M a r y S e i l e r , wife of the late R e v . 
J o h n E b y B o w e r s , p a s s e d peaceful ly to the higher 
l i fe from her home i n T o r o n t o , on October 17 , 
1938, in her n i n e t y - s i x t h y e a r . O n December 17th 
she would have been ninety -s ix y e a r s of age. H e r 
late h u s b a n d , the R e v . M r . B o w e r s , w a s taken 
A u g u s t 12, 1930. 

T h o s e s u r v i v i n g her are two daughters , M i s s 
M i n n i e E . B o w e r s , M i s s A l b e r t a J . B o w e r s , and 
one son, M r . E t o n J . B o w e r s , a l l of T o r o n t o . A 
son, M r . A b i e l S i l v e r B o w e r s , passed into the 
s p i r i t u a l w o r l d J u n e 20, 1927 l e a v i n g one daughter , 
M i s s P h y l l i s B o w e r s , also now of Toronto . 

F u n e r a l services were conducted b y the R e v . 
H i r a m V r o o m a n from the f a m i l y home. 

M A R R I A G E S 

K R E I T Z E R - E N N S . — A l b e r t K r e i t z e r a n d E l m a 
E n n s w e r e united i n m a r r i a g e by the R e v . J o h n 
E . Z a c h a r i a s at the home of M r s . G e r t r u d e E n n s , 
M o r r i s , M a n i t o b a , on October 17th. 

S A W Y E R - L O R D . — O n October 22nd a t F r y e b u r g , 
M a i n e , M r . E v e r e t t S a w y e r and M i s s A l t h e a L o r d . 
M r s . S a w y e r , who is a member of the F r y e b u r g 
N e w C h u r c h , was attended by her t w i n - s i s t e r , 
M i s s A l t a L o r d . 

CALENDAR 

D e c e m b e r 4. 

Second Sunday in Advent 
S e l . 2 3 8 : " T h e wi lderness and the b a r r e n p l a c e . " 
L e s s o n I . I s a i a h xxxv . 
Responsive S e r v i c e I I . T h e Commandments . 
L e s s o n I I . M a t t . iv . 
G l o r i a , Benedictus (to G r e g o r i a n T o n e s , M a g . 7 1 5 -

7 3 5 ) , and F a i t h . 
H y m n s ( M a g . ) 1 2 5 : " D o w n from the worlds of 

r a d i a n t l i g h t . " 
138 : " A h e r a l d voice the lonely desert c h e e r s . " 

P E R R Y 
K I N D E R G A R T E N N O R M A L 

S C H O O L 
F i e l d 1. A three-year course preparing 

high-school graduates for nursery school, 
kindergarten, primary and playground teach­
ing. Limited enrolment. 

F o r catalog write the Secretary, R o o m 3013 
25 Huntington Avenue, Boston, Mass. 
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T H E N E W - C H U R C H M E S S E N G E R 

The Augmentation Fund 
S T A N D S F O R T H R E E V I T A L T H I N G S : 

1. The Encouragement and Assistance of Weak Societies 
2. Reasonable and Reliable Support for Ministers 
3. Help in Supporting Students for the Ministry 

T o Maintain and E x t e n d I t s W o r k I t 

Needs Your Support 
To those who think of making a bequest to the Fund, the Treasurer will be pleased to 

furnish suitable forms and to give any advice that may be asked. A s State laws with 
regard to wills vary, local counsel in the State of the testator should finally be consulted. 
Make checks payable to A L B E R T P . C A R T E R , Treasurer , and send all correspondence 

to him at 511 B A R R I S T E R S H A L L , B O S T O N 9, M A S S . 

U R B A N A J U N I O R C O L L E G E 
of the General Convention 

Preliminary work for Liberal Arts, A g r i ­
culture, Dentistry, L a w , Theology, Medicine, 
Pharmacy, Education and Engineering. Special 
courses also in the study of the Word and the 
Writings. Freshman and Sophomore years. 
For information address, 

Rev. Russel l Eaton , President 
Urbana, Ohio 

Commemoration Edition 
S W E D E N B O R G , 

L I F E AND T E A C H I N G 
B y George Trobridge 

U s e this book d u r i n g the present ce lebrat ion of the 
250th A n n i v e r s a r y of S w e d e n b o r g ' s b i r t h to i n t r o d u c e 
h i m to n e w r e a d e r s . _ A book of 343 pages , h a n d s o m e l y 
b o u n d i n s e m i - l i m p imitat ion l e a t h e r c o v e r s , gilt letter­
i n g , r o u n d e d c o r n e r s , for 25 c e n t s per copy , postpaid . 

O u r r e g u l a r paper-bound edit ion of this book, . 10 
cents p e r copy , postpaid . 

O r d e r a q u a n t i t y for j u d i c i o u s d i s t r i b u t i o n . 

Swedenhorg Foundation Incorporated 
51 E a s t 42nd St. New Y o r k , N. Y / 

T H E M E S S E N G E R 
is the official organ of the 

CONVENTION 
and the special news servant 

of the 
C H U R C H 

Help the Church by subscribing to 
T H E M E S S E N G E R 

Keep in touch with the external 
organization of the Church 

Three dollars per annum 

T H E N E W - C H U R C H 
T H E O L O G I C A L S C H O O L 

48 Quincy St., Cambridge, Mass. 

A three years' course preparing for the min­
istry. 

Courses by correspondence in the Theology 
of the New Church, and in the Spiritual I n ­
terpretation of the Scriptures. 

For information apply to 
F r a n k l i n H . Blackmer, President 

B O A R D O F M I S S I O N S 
O F T H E 

General Convention 

We nearly encircle the globe, 
please help us to make 

both ends meet. 

L L O Y D A . F R O S T , Treasurer 
C A M B R I D G E T R U S T C O . 

C A M B R I D G E , M A S S . 

H o n . F o r s t e r W . F r e e m a n P r e s i d e n t 
P a u l S p e r r y V i c e - P r e s i d e n t 
L e s l i e M a r s h a l l G e n e r a l S e c r e t a r y 

94 A r l i n g t o n A v e . , H a w t h o r n e , N . J . 

C H A P E L H I L L S C H O O L 
( F o r m e r l y c a l l e d W a l t h a m S c h o o l for G i r l s ) 

Waltham, Massachusetts 

A B o a r d i n g a n d D a y School control led by N e w -
C h u r c h T r u s t e e s . P u p i l s accepted ages 5 to 19 ; sep­
a r a t e homes for older a n d y o u n g e r g i r l s . Col lege 
P r e p a r a t o r y a n d G e n e r a l c o u r s e s i n U p p e r S c h o o l . 
Outdoor sports . F o r catalogue, a d d r e s s 

P H I L I P E . G O O D H U E 
Principal 

L Y N N N E I G H B O R H O O D H O U S E 
A S S O C I A T I O N 

Contributions solicited 
Help us serve the Children 

B E R T H A M . W H I T M A N , T r e a s u r e r 

109 Walnut Avenue, Roxbury 19, Mass. 
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