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Sovereignty and Dictatorship

N these days of national rivalries and strug-

gles for empire and world supremacy it is
a source of. consolation to turn to the Word of
God and discover the Divine ideal of sov-
ereignty. The Word presents us with an ideal
of universal power diametrically opposed to
the aims of human dominance. In many places
it assures us of the ultimate triumph of right-
eousness, of a day when the Divine will shall be
done on earth as it is in heaven.

. The ultimate triumph of righteousness is the
keynote of the Word of God. The Bible speaks
confidently of this triumph. It pictures a
world in which the Saviour is triumphant. It
speaks of a great day that is coming, when the
knowledge of the Lord shall cover the earth as
the waters cover the sea. Prophecy, gospel and
apocalypse all foretell this great day of tri-
umph. They picture a time when men will be
dwelling in obedience to the Lord and when evil
will be banished from human life. Zechariah,
who is one of the most cheerful and optimistic
of the prophets, expresses this great day in
terms of kingship. He sees the Lord as ruler
over all things. “The Lord shall be king over
all the earth: in that day there shall be one
Lord and his name one.”

December 7, 1938

The Christian Church, almost as a whole,
regards this prophecy of Zechariah as having
reference to the Second Coming of the Lord.
And the vast majority of Christians believe
that day lies in the future. At some point in
time ahead of us, they believe, the Lord will
It may be tomorrow,
it may be centuries hence, but they look for-

come again to the earth.

ward to some special day when the sign of the
Son of man will be seen in the heavens and the
Saviour will return to judge the quick and the
dead.

In the New Church we believe that great day
has already dawned, that the Second Coming
of the Lord is an accomplished fact. The first
advent was when God was incarnated. He came
as the Word made flesh. He lived our common
life, overcame our common foe, wrought out
our redemption. The Second Coming was ef-
fected by unfolding the spiritual sense of the
Divine Word, giving to men a new revelation
of truth.

The first advent was visible to men. It could
be seen with the natural eye. The second ad-
vent can be seen only by spiritual perception.
It is the unveiling of spiritual truth. It is a
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