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S o v e r e i g n t y a n d D i c t a t o r s h i p 

IN these days of n a t i o n a l r i va l r i e s and s t r u g 
gles' f o r empire and w o r l d supremacy i t is 

a source of. consolat ion t o t u r n t o the W o r d of 
G o d and discover the D i v i n e ideal of sov
e r e i g n t y . T h e W o r d presents us w i t h an ideal 
o f un iversa l power d i a m e t r i c a l l y opposed to 
the aims of human dominance. I n m a n y places 
i t assures us of the u l t i m a t e t r i u m p h of r i g h t 
eousness, of a day when the D i v i n e w i l l shall be 
done on e a r t h as i t is i n heaven. 

T h e u l t i m a t e t r i u m p h o f righteousness is the 
keynote o f the W o r d of God . T h e B ib le speaks 
conf ident ly of this t r i u m p h . I t p i c tures a 
w o r l d i n which the Sav iour is t r i u m p h a n t . I t 
speaks of a g rea t d a y t h a t is coming , when the 
knowledge of the L o r d shall cover the e a r t h as 
the waters cover the sea. Prophecy , gospel and 
apocalypse a l l f o re te l l this g rea t day of t r i 
u m p h . T h e y p i c t u r e a t ime when men w i l l be 
dwe l l ing in obedience t o the L o r d and when evil 
w i l l be banished f r o m human l i f e . Zechar iah , 
who is one of the most cheerful and o p t i m i s t i c 
o f the p r o p h e t s , expresses th i s g rea t day in 
terms of k i n g s h i p . H e sees the L o r d as ru le r 
over a l l t h i n g s . " T h e L o r d shal l be k i n g over 
a l l the e a r t h : i n t h a t d a y there shall be one 
L o r d and his name one." 

T h e C h r i s t i a n C h u r c h , a lmost as a whole, 
regards th i s p rophecy o f Zechar iah as h a v i n g 
reference t o the Second C o m i n g of the L o r d . 
A n d the vast m a j o r i t y of Chr i s t i ans believe 
t h a t d a y lies in the f u t u r e . A t some p o i n t i n 
t ime ahead o f us, they believe, the L o r d w i l l 
come again to the e a r t h . I t m a y be t o m o r r o w , 
i t m a y be centuries hence, b u t they look f o r 
w a r d t o some special d a y when the sign of the 
Son of man w i l l be seen in the heavens and the 
Sav iour w i l l r e t u r n t o j u d g e the quick and the 
dead. 

I n the New C h u r c h we believe t h a t g rea t d a y 
has a l ready dawned, t h a t the Second C o m i n g 
o f the L o r d is an accomplished f a c t . T h e first 
advent was when God was i n c a r n a t e d . H e came 
as the W o r d made flesh. H e l ived o u r common 
l i f e , overcame o u r common foe, w r o u g h t o u t 
our redempt ion . T h e Second C o m i n g was ef
fected by u n f o l d i n g the s p i r i t u a l sense of the 
D i v i n e W o r d , g i v i n g t o men a new reve lat ion 
of t r u t h . 

T h e first advent was visible to men. I t cou ld 
be seen w i t h the n a t u r a l eye. T h e second a d 
vent can be seen on ly b y s p i r i t u a l percept ion . 
I t is the u n v e i l i n g of s p i r i t u a l t r u t h . I t is a 
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new reve lat ion , b r i n g i n g w i t h i t deeper k n o w l 
edge, wider o u t l o o k , and u l t i m a t e l y closer con
secrat ion . W e believe t h a t a l l the marvels of 
modern scientific discovery, a l l the develop
ments of modern human freedom, a l l the u p 
w a r d urge of o u r modern c i v i l i z a t i o n , are the 
results and effects of the Second C o m i n g of 
the L o r d . W e are s t a n d i n g in the dawn o f a 
new era of human deve lopment—the dawn of 
the great d a y prophesied by Zechar iah when 
" T h e L o r d shall be k i n g over a l l the e a r t h : in 
t h a t d a y there shall be one L o r d , and his name 
one." 

F r o m the s p i r i t u a l s t a n d p o i n t God is the D i 
vine D i c t a t o r . A t H i s w o r d a m i l l i o n suns and 
worlds revolve in t h e i r appo in ted courses. A t 
H i s w o r d the whole universe has come i n t o ex
istence. A t H i s w o r d the laws of g r a v i t a t i o n , 
e l e c t r i c i t y , heat and l i g h t operate t h r o u g h a l l 
c rea t i on . I n the realms o f physics and chem
i s t r y H i s law is absolute. A t H i s w o r d t ime 
and space p lay t h e i r p a r t i n the economy of 
t h i n g s . Here is an absolute ru le and govern 
ment. Compared to the m a j e s t y of God's d ic 
t a t o r s h i p , the biggest th ings w r o u g h t by 
e a r t h l y rulers appear l ike sparks f r o m a fire 
c racker compared w i t h the b laz ing g l o r y of the 
noonday sun. 

A n d the L o r d seeks t o establish H i s govern 
ment over the a f fa irs o f h u m a n i t y . B u t m a r k 
the difference between H i m and an e a r t h l y d i c 
t a t o r . H e exercises no compuls ion. H e leaves 
t o men freedom of choice. H e yearns f o r obedi
ence f r o m a l l m a n k i n d . B u t i f y o u w i t h h o l d 
t h a t obedience, there is no p e t t y persecution. 
H e wants a l l men. H e seeks men o f a l l colors 
and a l l creeds. H e seeks them t h r o u g h love, 
and asks f or love. 

I n some respects God is the monarch abso
lu te . H e holds the keys of creat ion ; H e orders 
the movements of the s tars . A n d i n the wider 
offices o f H i s k i n g s h i p no man can have a w o r d 
t o say. B u t in a l l the a f fa irs of human l i f e 
God is a c o n s t i t u t i o n a l m o n a r c h . H e can on ly 
reign in human hearts by the w i l l of the people. 
H e himself has so ordained i t . T h a t man m i g h t 
have s p i r i t u a l freedom, God has l i m i t e d the 
terms of H i s own m o n a r c h y . H e has r e l i n 
quished absolut ism. H e w i l l not be imperator, 
neither w i l l H e be d i c t a t o r . T h e u l t i m a t e t r i 
u m p h of H i s k i n g s h i p is assured. Some day 
the w o r l d w i l l see the fu l f i l lment of t h a t c r y 
t h a t r a n g t h r o u g h o u t the heavens, " T h e k i n g 
doms of this w o r l d have become the k i n g d o m 
o f our L o r d . . . and H e shal l re ign f o r ever 
and ever." A . W . 
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B a l t i m o r e , M a r y l a n d , October 3 0 , 1 9 3 8 

R e v e l a t i o n a n d R e a s o n 
A Sermon Preached by Qeorge Henry Dole 

I N what is re lated concerning the image seen 
by Nebuchadnezzar is revealed the s p i r i t u a l 

h i s t o r y of the w o r l d f r o m its beg inn ing and 
forever. 

T h e head of fine go ld is the golden age when 
a l l was good, and the Garden of Eden was in 
the hearts of m a n k i n d . T h e breast and anus 
of si lver represent the si lver age, when love had 
quiesced, and t r u t h was developed. T h e bel ly 
and th ighs of brass p i c t u r e the age f o l l o w i n g , 
when love and t r u t h had receded, and n a t u r a l 

good reigned. T h e legs of i r o n and feet p a r t 
i r o n and p a r t c lay p o r t r a y the age of reason 
and i ts decline u n t i l r a t i o n a l t r u t h s became 
mingled w i t h the c lay of f a l s i t y , which would 
not cohere w i t h the i r o n of r a t i o n a l i t y . T h i s 
is the s p i r i t u a l h i s t o r y of m a n k i n d down t o 
the t ime when a l l flesh would have perished had 
not the Sav iour come. 

N o w commences another per i od . A stone 
was cut w i t h o u t hands, which smote the image 
upon his feet t h a t were of i r o n and c lay , and 
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