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T h e F i r e o f t h e S u n 

FO R m a n y years the science of astro -phys ics 
has been t e a c h i n g us t h a t the r a d i a n t en­

e r g y of the sun was d i s s i p a t i n g the solar heat 
and t h a t at some d i s t a n t t ime i n the f u t u r e i t s 
vast stores would be exhausted. T h e n the tem­
p e r a t u r e of the planets would f a l l t o t h a t of 
space, lower than f o u r hundred degrees below 
zero, and lifeless desolation would re ign 
t h r o u g h o u t our so lar system. Thousands of 
mi l l ions of years would elapse before the sun's 
fires became e x t i n c t , but l ong before t h a t con­
summat ion the e a r t h would cease t o be a scene 
of l i fe . A reduct ion of on ly a few degrees in the 
earth 's t emperature would result in an ice age 
t h a t would render the temperate zones u n i n ­
habitable . A loss of less t h a n t w e n t y degree- of 

" h e a t ' w o u l d make even the t rop i cs unf i t to sup­
p o r t human l i fe . Great glaciers would f o r m in 
the h igh m o u n t a i n valleys and would g r a d u a l l y 
spread u n t i l they covered the e q u a t o r i a l f o r ­
ests. I t was a dismal p i c t u r e , relieved, however, 
by the f a c t t h a t the r e a l i t y l a y so f a r i n the 
d i s t a n t f u t u r e t h a t no one need be g r e a t l y con­
cerned about i t . 

A n d now comes a new and reassur ing idea 
1 which has been advanced by Professor H a n s 
A l b r e c h t Bethe of Cornel l U n i v e r s i t y , a leading 
theoret i ca l phys i c i s t . Professor Bethe says t h a t 
the heat of the sun is produced b y consumpt ion 

of the nucleus of carbon atoms, which by the 
u n l o c k i n g of the i r p o t e n t i a l energy m a i n t a i n 
the heat w i t h o u t b u r n i n g u p the substance of 
the b l a z i n g o r b . 

" T h e elements t h a t keep s t o k i n g the cosmic 
furnace , a n d , i n c i d e n t a l l y , keep l i f e on e a r t h 
go ing , are atoms o f carbon and hydrogen p l a y ­
i n g the p a r t of i rres ist ib le forces c a t a p u l t i n g 
i n t o immovable bodies. 

" I n the t e r r i f i c col l is ion bo th the carbon and 
the hydrogen atoms are a n n i h i l a t e d . T h e core 
of the hydrogen a t o m , cons is t ing o f one p r o t o n , 
pierces i n t o the core of the carbon a t o m , which 
has six pro tons in i t s nucleus, and forms an­
other element, n i t r o g e n , which has seven p r o ­
tons in i ts core. 

" T h i s newly created n i t r o g e n a t o m is aga in 
bombarded by a hydrogen nucleus and again a 
c reat ion of new m a t t e r takes place. W h e n f o u r 
hydrogen atoms have entered inside the nucleus 
o f the much bat tered element t h a t once was 
carbon they sp l i t off, c a p t u r e two electrons and 
thus f o r m he l ium. 

" T h e o r i g i n a l carbon nucleus thus comes 
back t o l i fe as good as ever, ready once again 
t o meet al l hydrogen comers . " 

I f th i s new t h e o r y wins the a p p r o v a l of a d ­
vanced scientific t h i n k e r s , the o l d idea of the 
u l t i m a t e a n n i h i l a t i o n o f l i f e - forms on e a r t h w i l l 
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necessarily go i n t o the d i s card . T h e assump­
t i o n t h a t the human race w o u l d u l t i m a t e l y be 
frozen out o f existence w i l l become untenable , 
and we shall realize t h a t h u m a n i t y is on ly in i t s 
i n f a n c y . Vast aeons of progress w i l l l ie before 
h u m a n i t y . 

T h e r e w i l l s t i l l r e m a i n , however, one great 
problem to he solved. Whence proceeds the a p ­
p a r e n t l y u n l i m i t e d energy by which the atoms 
o f the sun's mass are kept in a c t i v i t y ? T h e 
prob lem of c rea t i on w i l l s t i l l remain a m y s t e r y . 

T h e ph i l osophy o f Swedenborg gives the only 
k n o w n so lut ion o f the prob lem. O u r sun and a l l 
o ther suns in the m a t e r i a l universe receive the i r 
energy f r o m the sun of the s p i r i t u a l w o r l d . 
A n d t h a t s p i r i t u a l sun is the emanat ion of love 
and wisdom f r o m the D i v i n e . 

" T h e r e are two suns t h r o u g h which a l l th ings 

have been created by the L o r d : the Sun of the 
s p i r i t u a l w o r l d , and the sun o f the n a t u r a l 
w o r l d . " (D. L . W. 153 . ) 

" T h a t the universe . . . was created by means 
of the Sun of the s p i r i t u a l w o r l d is because t h a t 
Sun is the f i r s t proceeding of the D i v i n e L o v e 
and W i s d o m . " (Ibid. 154 . ) 

Because these pr inc ip les of a p r o f o u n d p h i l ­
osophy cannot he subjected to scientific tests 
nor be proved by any m a t e r i a l analys is , they 
w i l l p r o b a b l y never be accepted as scientific 
t r u t h : but where the 'sc ient is t comes to the end 
of his avenue of e x p l o r a t i o n the phi losopher 
must take u p the task . Some d a y men w i l l be 
d r i v e n to a rea l i za t i on t h a t a t h e o r y of s p i r i ­
t u a l causat ion is essential f o r a n e x p l a n a t i o n 
of the universe. 

A . W . 

U s e f u l n e s s o f t h e R a d i o 
By Walter Brown Murray 

PE O P L E are a p t t o d iscount the usefulness 
of the rad io because d i rec t results are 

not easily o b t a i n e d ; b u t i t is obvious t h a t a 
state of m i n d is created i n r e g a r d t o any 
p r o d u c t advert ised so t h a t f u t u r e sales result . 
M a n y N e w - C h u r c h people feel t h a t the radio 
is not p a r t i c u l a r l y h e l p f u l because church 
membership is not thereby immediate ly secured. 
T h e y overlook the f a c t t h a t a p r e p a r a t i o n is 
made which is indispensable t o the acceptance 
o f en t i re ly new rel igious teachings—new ideals. 

I n Los Angeles I have been b r o a d c a s t i n g f o r 
m a n y years and l i t e r a l l y tens of thousands of 
people have obtained the books of Swedenborg 
and many of them have read t h e m , and some 
have become out -and -out Swcdenborgians, 
whatever t h a t may mean. Swedenborg po inted 
out five classes of people who would read his 
works and how on ly a few would develop i n t o 
sincere fol lowers o f the L o r d i n this new under 
s t a n d i n g of the C h r i s t i a n re l i g i on . B u t i t is 
obvious t h a t before there can be any wholesale 
acceptance of the new u n d e r s t a n d i n g of the 
L o r d and of H i s re l ig ion among people who f o r 
centuries have been s a t u r a t e d w i t h o ld and 

false concepts, i t is indispensable t h a t there 
shall be a l o n g process o f educat ion c a r r i e d 
on t o acquaint them w i t h the new. I t is cer­
t a i n t h a t eventual ly the W o m a n t o l d about in 
the 1 2 t h chapter of Revelation, which is the 
New C h u r c h , w i l l come out o f the Wi lderness , 
or the state of o b s c u r i t y i n t o which the L o r d 
placed her to escape the calumnies of the old 
t each ings ; and then this work o f educat ion and 
p r e p a r a t i o n wi l l bear its f r u i t s . 

While1 I have been b r o a d c a s t i n g f o r many 
years , I spoke much e>f the1 t ime on books and 
on psycho logy in various phases. T h e t o t a l 
of the t ime t h a t I have broadcast about Swed­
enborg amounts to f o u r years and three months . 
W h i l e over 35,000 books were sold as a d i rec t 
and i n d i r e c t resul t of t h a t b roadcas t ing , m a n y 
hundreds of thousands of people have learned 
something of Swedenborg's w o r k and teachings. 
A n d t h a t is c e r t a i n l y w o r t h while. 

A t the- present t ime I am b r o a d c a s t i n g over 
one r e la t i ve ly smal l s t a t i o n in Los Angeles. I 
have been b r o a d c a s t i n g now on this s t a t i o n f o r 
over six months , and have t ime p a i d f o r u n t i l 
J a n u a r y . T h e cost has been ins ign i f i cant due 
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t o c e r t a i n condi t ions , a l i t t l e over $30 a m o n t h ; 
b u t i n th i s way I am reaching p r o b a b l y a l a r g e r 
audience week a f t e r week t h a n an} ' o ther New-
C h u r c h c l e rgyman i n the w o r l d . T h i n k i n g of 
p r e a c h i n g the N e w - C h u r c h teachings d i r e c t l y 
t o hundreds o f people, a t the very least, a t 
such a s l i gh t cost ! M a n y books arc ordered , 
m a n y contacts made. I know b y l e t t e r and 
by w o r d o f m o u t h , t h a t m a n y hundreds arc 
l i s t e n i n g every week. I t is absolutely the 
cheapest p r o m u l g a t i o n of o u r teachings t h a t I 
know, and i t is p r o v i n g effective t h r o u g h pos i ­
t i v e knowledge. T h i n k of a c h u r c h sustained 
a t such an ins igni f i cant cost where a m u l t i t u d e 
l isten i n who are a l ready interested and m u l t i ­
tudes of s trangers arc reached week a f t e r week! 
Can there be any doubt as t o the value o f the 
investment? Of course, the low cost is unusual , 
due t o condit ions t h a t I cannot now name, and 
to the f a c t t h a t the broadcaster gives his t ime 
w i t h o u t r emunera t i on . B u t he is magni f i cent ly 
r epa id i n w h a t is accomplished. 

I could quote f r o m innumerable le t ters to 
show t h a t th i s w o r k is w h a t I c l a im , b u t I 
feel t h a t the f o l l o w i n g l e t t e r alone w i l l p rove 
i t s w o r t h . T h e w r i t e r of i t first heard of Swe­
denborg f r o m one of m y r a d i o t a l k s , ordered 
the books, and the p r o f o u n d effect upon his l i f e 
is shown by w h a t he says. I have his permis ­
sion t o quote the l e t t e r : 

" I o u g h t t o be sending back y o u r V o l . I of 
the Arcana, b u t i f y o u d o n ' t m i n d I ' l l keep i t 
a l i t t l e longer. 

" I never get over being astounded a t the u n ­
a v a i l a b l e s t r u c t u r e t h a t Swedenborg has 
erected f o r f u t u r e m a n k i n d , I w o u l d l ike t o say 
present , b u t the evidence is a l l aga inst u s ; f o r 
as p l a i n and b e a u t i f u l as are the walls of the 
New Jerusalem f o r those who w i l l t o see, j u s t 
so t o t a l l y b l i n d are those who do n o t w i l l t o 
see. A n d the i r name t o - d a y is legion. O r am 
I t e l l i n g you? 

" S p e a k i n g f o r m y s e l f — f o r of course I can­
not, speak f o r anybody else—the quest ion of l i fe 
a f t e r death is no longer a m a t t e r o f specula­
t i o n , o r even of mere belief. I t is a m a t t e r of 
unal terab le convic t ion a m o u n t i n g t o absolute 
knowledge t h a t does not a d m i t of a n y a r g u ­
ment, whatever. So now, whenever the conver­
sat ion t u r n s on death and l i fe a f t e r death , I 

merely say, ' I know where I am g o i n g when I 
die , and j u s t about w h a t is g o i n g t o happen . 
W h a t I d o n ' t know is where I , personal ly s tand 
i n the P l a n of Order . ' N a t u r a l l y ( t h a t ' s the 
r i g h t w o r d ) they t h i n k I ' m c razy . B u t I know 
they are. I ' ve g o t t e n over h a v i n g any doubts 
about t h a t . 

" B u t I am s t r u c k w i t h a sor t of dumb wonder 
t h a t o ther a n d better men, on the ind isputab le 
basis of th e i r obedient l ives, should n o t know, 
o r a p p a r e n t l y w a n t t o know, the t r u t h s t h a t 
are so clear t o me. I n answer t o th i s t h o u g h t 
I am reminded, I know n o t h o w — b u t i t ' s a lways 
t h a t w a y — t h a t the L o r d came t o save sinners, 
n o t the r i g h t e o u s ; and i f i t was t r u e then I 
see no reason w h y i t should n o t be so now. 
A n y w a y , I observe a re luctance , and i n some 
cases, an extreme distaste on the p a r t o f the 
people I meet t o f r a n k l y discuss r e l i g i o n . W h y 
is this? F o r I also find t h a t , deep down, the 
t h o u g h t of God is firmly roo ted . Y e t they 
almost seem t o dread b r i n g i n g the sub jec t , o r 
perhaps i t is t h e i r convict ions about i t , i n t o 
the l i g h t . W h y is this? 

" W h o e v e r understands w h a t Swedenborg has 
w r i t t e n stands on a p innac le so f a r above the 
comprehension o f h i m who has n o t read or does 
not unders tand , t h a t no r a t i o o f compar ison 
is possible. Y e t I feel satisfied t h a t the fu l lest 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g of his w r i t i n g s does not mean a 
t h i n g , unless a p p l i c a t i o n of the doctr ines enun­
ciated is made i n one's every d a y l i f e . O f course, 
Swedenborg preaches t h a t over and over aga in , 
and i t ' s qui te c l e a r ; ye t s t i l l I do no t see w h y 
souls who do f a i t h f u l l y a p p l y themselves t o the 
lesson should n o t be p e r m i t t e d t o l e a r n i t 
c lear ly . Speak ing f o r myself , a g a i n , I find m y ­
self i n a l t e r n a t e states of good and e v i l ; and I 
would not say t h a t the good is good, b u t I 
know t h a t the evil is evi l . F i g u r e i t out y o u r ­
self. I c a n ' t . " 

I f th i s were the on ly person who has l istened 
t o me over the r a d i o , i t would be enough to 
j u s t i f y much expense and e f for t . Indeed, are 
such results measurable by such standards? 

C h a r i t y 
C H A R I T Y consists i n w i l l i n g and doing good to 

another, without any view to self but from the 
delight of a f fect ion.— (A. C. 4 5 3 8 . ) 
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TH A T love t r u l y c o n j u g i a l , o r the m a r r i a g e 
love of one man and one woman which is 

cal led monogamy, i n i t s essence has n o t h i n g t o 
do w i t h sex as we u s u a l l y i n t e r p r e t sex, is wel l 
k n o w n i n the N e w - C h u r c h . C o n j u g i a l love is 
a s p i r i t u a l p r i n c i p l e , t h a t is t o say i t is a r e ­
l ig ious p r i n c i p l e . I t is the heart ' s urge f o r 
the acqu i s i t i on o f t r u t h and f o r u n i o n w i t h 
t h a t t r u t h i n the per formance of uses and i n 
the beget t ing of more t r u t h s and more affec­
t ions f o r them. 

T h i s zeal t o take t r u t h i n t o one's l i f e and t o 
l ive b y i t s precepts is the s p i r i t u a l love of 
m a r r i a g e , as d is t inguished f r o m the n a t u r a l 
zest of men and women f o r each other , and is 
w o r t h y o f g rea ter a t t e n t i o n t h a n is u s u a l l y 
bestowed u p o n i t , b o t h f o r i t s own sake and 
f o r the r e l a t i o n i t sustains t o c i v i l m a r r i a g e 
and t o sex u n i o n . 

W e are a l l more o r less f a m i l i a r w i t h t h a t 
inner a p p e t i t e f o r k n o w i n g the t r u t h about l i f e 
and self and t h i n g s , w i t h the consequent eager­
ness t o make some p r a c t i c a l use o f w h a t is 
learned. I t is the l i v i n g center of every t r u e 
man and woman. I t is likewise the p i v o t of a l l 
s p i r i t u a l des t iny and of much w o r l d l y f o r t u n e . 
I t is the rea l gauge of i n w a r d wel l -being and 
s t r e n g t h of charac ter . I n the final analysis i t 
is the h e a r t beat and b r e a t h of a l l genuine re ­
l i g i o n and the l i n k between the i n d i v i d u a l soul 
and the D i v i n e L i f e of L o v e , wisdom and power 
i n which i t o r ig inates . 

T h e first lesson t o be learned i n this s p i r i t u a l 
u n i o n is l o y a l t y . T h e h e a r t must be f a i t h f u l , 
pers is tent , and devoted t o the p u r s u i t and p r a c ­
t i ce o f t r u t h , led off by no specious subst i tutes 
t h e r e f o r , nor detached f r o m the t r u t h when 
k n o w n , o r t a r d y i n c o m p l y i n g w i t h i t s re ­
quirements . I n the percept i on of t r u t h the 
h e a r t discovers a m a t e ; i n w i l l i n g acceptance 
thereo f a n d i n devot ion there to the h e a r t is 
b e t r o t h e d ; and i n a c t u a l deeds the h e a r t is 
m a r r i e d and br ings f o r t h l eg i t imate o f f s p r i n g . 
I t thus fu l f i l l s the D i v i n e requirement "be f r u i t ­
f u l and m u l t i p l y . " 

W h e n one longs f o r t r u t h , and definite t r u t h 
has n o t ye t come t o be recognized w i t h firm 

conv i c t i on , love vaci l lates and wanders f r o m 
one op in i on t o another , and man} ' " a f f a i r s o f 
the h e a r t " m a y precede i t s genuine b e t r o t h a l 
and m a r r i a g e . Specious a t t i t u d e s of m i n d and 
fa l lac ious p o i n t s of view m a y c a p t i v a t e the 
n a t u r a l desires and lead i n t o s p i r i t u a l " f o r n i ­
c a t i o n . " Y e t s p i r i t u a l " a d u l t e r y " is n o t there ­
b y c o m m i t t e d unless such f o r n i c a t i o n involves 
the sacrifice of established convict ions and the 
neglect o f k n o w n duties . T o accept an e r r o r 
and t o act u p o n i t when the m i n d is as y e t 
unacqua inted w i t h i t s erroneous c h a r a c t e r , and 
i t seems b o t h p leas ing and plausib le , m a y r e ­
su l t i n evils, b u t does n o t des t roy the mind 's 
c o n j u g i a l love, or l o y a l t y to t r u t h . B u t i f 
y i e l d i n g t o e r r o r involves the v i o l a t i o n and sac­
rif ice of conscientious scruples or convict ions , 
c o n j u g i a l love suffers. A s a woman must be 
e i ther a wi fe , o r pledged t o become such, be-
foi'e she can be g u i l t y of a d u l t e r y , so the h e a r t 
must be a l ready c o m m i t t e d t o some t r u t h , o r 
something believed t o be the t r u t h , before i t 
can be g u i l t y of " u n f a i t h f u l n e s s " i n p e r m i t t i n g 
something less w o r t h y , b u t more a l l u r i n g , t o 
" a l i e n a t e " i t s affections. 

I n the s p i r i t u a l m a r r i a g e i t is equal ly i n c u m ­
bent on the t r u t h t o be l o y a l t o w h a t is good. 
I t must n o t p e r m i t i t se l f t o hedge, o r c r a w l , 
o r compromise, or dissemble i n the face of op ­
p o s i t i o n , b r i b e r y , o r flattery. I t must n o t be­
come the t o o l of any evi l purpose . N o r m a y 
the t r u t h be content w i t h i t s own bachelorhood 
and s p u r n m a r r i a g e . I t must w i l l i n g l y assume 
the responsibi l i t ies of a c t i o n , and b i n d i tse l f 
to useful and p r a c t i c a l objectives and seek 
th e i r r ea l i za t i on . T h e f u n c t i o n of a n y t r u t h 
is no t f u l l y realized i n the discovery of o ther 
t r u t h s and i n e n t e r t a i n i n g t r u e op in ions , b u t 
i n the desire t o make common cause w i t h the 
love i n v i t a l i z i n g i ts impulses and s h a p i n g t h e i r 
ends. T o p a r o d y a wel l -known q u o t a t i o n , " A l l 
t r u t h has r e l a t i o n t o l i f e , and the l i f e of t r u t h 
is t o do g o o d . " 

W h e n a man and a woman under a c i v i l 
m a r r i a g e c o n t r a c t enter i n t o personal and sex­
ua l re la t i ons , the r e a l m a r r i a g e bond there in 
is s t i l l the s p i r i t u a l l o y a l t y o f t h e i r hearts t o 
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good and t r u t h and t o t h e i r u n i o n i n some field 
of human service. T h e n a t u r a l m a r r i a g e 
neither nullifies nor supersedes the a c t i on o f the 
s p i r i t u a l c o n j u g i a l p r i n c i p l e . I t on ly provides 
a new field f o r i ts exercise, and f o r the f u r t h e r 
responsibi l i t ies , uses and j o y s inc ident t o i t . 
B o t h par t i es to the c i v i l u n i o n must be i n , or 
eventual ly come i n t o , a genuine a r d o r f o r t r u t h 
and sacr i f i c ia l devot ion t o i ts highest purposes, 
else t h e i r souls have no p a r t i n t h e i r in te l l e c tua l 
f r iendships and the i r p h y s i c a l de l ights , and 
on ly the o u t w a r d semblance of m a r r i a g e exists. 
E v e n i f th is semblance of m a r r i a g e is able to 
w i t h s t a n d the assaults made u p o n i t d u r i n g an 
e a r t h l y l i f e t ime , and the chances are s t r o n g l y 
against a n y t h i n g more t h a n a t e m p o r a r y d u r a ­
t i o n , no d ivorce courts arc needed f o r i ts a n ­
nulment a t the death of the m o r t a l body , when 
s p i r i t u a l laws and s p i r i t u a l aff i l iations become 
whol ly regnant . 

T h e cause of th i s final d isso lut ion of the 
m a r r i a g e t ie is not the absence of sex a n d o f 
sex re lat ions i n the s p i r i t l i f e , f o r these exist 
there i n ful lest r e a l i t y and power, b u t i n the 
lack of the s p i r i t u a l c o n j u g i a l and i t s a f f i in i -
tics f o r the cementing of the e a r t h l y intimacies 
of wedded p a i r s . W h e n i t is recognized t h a t 
the highest devot ion of which one is capable is 
his devot ion t o t r u t h and i ts good, since i n 
these God is recognized and worshipped and 
the soul en joys " e t e r n a l l i f e , " there must also 
be recognized t h a t no l o y a l t y can l o n g persist 
t h a t is no t a p a r t of one's love of t r u t h and 

' i t s devot ion to good. I n other words , man is 
so completely a u n i t t h a t there can be no p e r ­
manent n a t u r a l interest i n a n y t h i n g t h a t does 
not s p r i n g f r o m his highest s p i r i t u a l interest 
as i ts f o u n t a i n . A s a consequence, the e f f or t 
of a man and woman to achieve sexual and i n ­
te l l e c tua l u n i t y on some basis a p a r t f r o m the i r 
soul's l o y a l t y t o t r u t h and goodness is t o i n c u r 
the p e r i l of being t o r n asunder. 

Hence successful n a t u r a l marr iages are those 
i n whi ch husband and wife embody the phases 
of t r u t h and goodness which are the special 
ob jects of the i r m u t u a l a d o r a t i o n and a l l e ­
giance. I n other words , each must be the 
ideal , or a p p r o x i m a t i o n of i t , o f t h a t inner 
s p i r i t u a l way of t h i n k i n g , feel ing, and a c t i n g 
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t o which the o ther is devoted. On th i s basis, 
in the final analys is , must rest t h a t m u t u a l 
f r i endsh ip and t r u s t , t h a t u n i t y of s p i r i t and 
a im, whi ch makes the m a r r i a g e bond free and 
h a p p y and feeds and strengthens the desire o f 
the c o n t r a c t i n g par t i es t o r emain together f o r ­
ever. 

A n d advisedly do we speak of a u n i t e d p a i r 
as embodying some special "phase of t r u t h and 
goodness." M i n d s d i f fer , and the same t r u t h 
assumes new aspects b y recept ion i n t o new 
minds. Persons do n o t necessarily t h i n k and 
feel a l ike because they accept the same teach­
ings. T r u t h shines l ike cu t gems w i t h t h e i r 
m y r i a d facets. E a c h soul is a new facet . One 
m a y accept t r u t h s i m p l y , another p r o f o u n d l y . 
One m a y reason about i t , another m a y n o t . 
One m a y obey the t r u t h f r o m mere d u t y , 
another f r o m love and w i t h pleasure. One 
may e n j o y t each ing the t r u t h , another may 
en joy being t a u g h t . One may seek t o demon­
s t r a t e the t r u t h , another t o i l l u s t r a t e and per­
soni fy i t . Some persons have a special f o n d ­
ness f o r p a r t i c u l a r t r u t h s , and dwel l much on 
them, g i v i n g much less cons iderat ion to o ther 
and i t m a y be more i m p o r t a n t t r u t h s . C o n ­
versat ion reveals t h a t i n the New C h u r c h the 
subject o f the T r i n i t y , the D i v i n e Providence, 
S c r i p t u r e i n t e r p r e t a t i o n , the s p i r i t w o r l d , p s y ­
chology, etc., each has i ts special devotees. 
T h e y do no t love other subjects less, b u t the 
chosen one more. W h y ? Because i t meets a 
c e r t a i n need o f ind iv iduals r e s u l t i n g f r o m the 
cast and state of t h e i r minds . A n d this f a c t 
must be taken i n t o account i n m a r r i a g e , f o r 
i t is f u n d a m e n t a l and ineradicable . I t makes 
the varieties o f heavenly l i fe and likewise ex­
pla ins w h y every good couple cannot be m a r ­
r ied . T h e y may be s p i r i t u a l l y , i f n o t n a t u r a l l y , 
incompat ib le , embodying di f ferent phases of 
t r u t h . B u t each phase of t r u t h has i ts own i n ­
te l l ec tua l and emot ional side, and the man and 
woman who are i n the t w o sides of the same 
phase of s p i r i t u a l l i fe are capable of u n i o n as 
to the i r souls, and so spontaneously adhere to 
each other and progress e t e rna l l y as one ; f o r 
w h a t God h a t h j o i n e d together , n o t h i n g can 
p u t asunder. 

H . C. S. 
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T h e N a t i v i t y 
By Lillian E . Rogers 

(Read at the meeting of the Pennsylvania Women's 
Alliance, November SO, 1938) 

A S, a g a i n , a t the advent season, we l isten 
t o the t h r i l l i n g s t o r y o f t ft ir L o r d ' s b i r t h 

on e a r t h , we have been helped th i s evening t o 
gl impse some o f the g l o r y , t h a t shines t h r o u g h 
the inner meaning of those tender and beaut i ­
f u l words of the l i t e r a l n a r r a t i v e . 

T h e H o l y C h i l d was b o r n i n Bethlehem, house 
of bread , fi l led w i t h love and wisdom, which we 
must receive f r o m H i m , since we can create none 
of t h a t goodness, which is the bread of l i f e . 
So " H e was the F i r s t - b o r n f r o m whom a l l good 
proceeds." 

T o shepherds came the v is ion , f o r they r e p ­
resent teachers of t r u t h , who teach and lead 
to good deeds. A t f i r s t they were "sore a f r a i d " 
lest they should n o t be able t o bear the near 
a p p r o a c h o f those pure and r ighteous beings. 
T h e angel said u n t o them " F e a r n o t . " So have 
angels a lways dispelled fear f r o m the hearts of 
teachers and leaders, who have t r u s t e d in G o d , 
Source of a l l goodness, f o r the help and the 
power t o feed and guide H i s flock. 

A Sav iour , C h r i s t the L o r d , meant t h a t J e ­
hovah himself had come t o save H i s chi ldren 
f r o m sin b y t a k i n g a human n a t u r e f r o m M a r y , 
and by dwe l l ing w i t h man and meet ing man's 
t e m p t a t i o n s t o t o t a l l y overcome and p u r i f y 
t h a t inher i t ed envelope o f f r a i l h u m a n i t y . So 
the shepherds f ound the babe " w r a p p e d in 
swadd l ing c lothes , " which s i g n i f y the t r u t h s of 
innocence so easily learned, and , " l y i n g in a 
m a n g e r , " feeding-place f o r u n d e r s t a n d i n g the 
w o r d of God . M a y we, as they , t r u e shepherds, 
kneel a t the manger th i s C h r i s t m a s t i d e and 
open our minds to receive heavenly t r u t h s . 

L i g h t streamed about those angelic hosts, 
the l i g h t of t r u t h , which i l luminates the d a r k 
places of our minds , i f we w i l l b u t open them 
t o receive i t s r a d i a n t freedom. H o w j o y o u s 
the freedom o f t r u t h , which burs ts f o r t h in 
praise and g r a t i t u d e t o God , and in songs of 
w o r s h i p , c u l m i n a t i n g i n t h a t "peace, t h a t 
passes u n d e r s t a n d i n g , " and i n love f o r a l l our 

b r o t h e r men, since a l l are the ch i ldren of one 
F a t h e r . 

I n the account of the L o r d ' s b i r t h as given 
in Matthew, a s t a r led the Wise M e n . W h a t 
was the inner meaning there? W e have been 
shown that, a s t a r stands f o r knowledge of the 
L o r d ; so f r o m the E a s t where correspondences 
have been preserved came those wise in t h a t 
ancient lore , b r i n g i n g g i f t s . W h a t were those 
g i f t s ? Go ld o f love, f r a g r a n t frankincense of 
t r u e f a i t h , and m y r r h which signifies the o u t ­
w a r d t h i n g s ; perhaps those l i t t l e perp lex i t i es , 
worr ies , and d a i l y experiences o f ten b i t t e r a t 
the t i m e , when b r o u g h t t o the L o r d i n a s p i r i t 
o f h u m i l i t y , become rea l g i f t s to H i m ; the g i v ­
i n g u p o f self love and self p i t y and the en­
t rance i n t o H i s service o f perfect freedom. 

" T h e y presented u n t o H i m g i f t s , go ld , f r a n k ­
incense, and m y r r h . " 

Nature Mirrors M i n d 

When the sun departs 

Wild Winter starts. 

SU M M E R is gone. W i n t e r is here ! W h e t h e r 
we l ike i t o r no t , we who cannot get away 

f r o m i t , must endure winter ' s d iscomforts w i t h 
what f o r t i t u d e we can. W e m a y feel t h a t 
winter ' s s torms , winds and d e s t r u c t i o n are p e r ­
fec t ly senseless and t o t a l l y unnecessary b u t they 
come j u s t the same and we can do absolutely 
n o t h i n g t o prevent them. As much , however, 
as we may c o r d i a l l y detest w i n t e r we need n o t 
accept defeat a t i t s hands. E v e n i n th i s 
demon's t o r t u r e of man and beast and p l a n t 
there is wisdom t o be learned. T h a t wisdom is 
t h i s : W i n t e r is the presentat ion t o the phys i ca l 
senses o f the body of the effect on t h a t m i n d 
which t u r n s away f r o m its C r e a t o r the L o r d . 

T h e sun appears t o be l eav ing us a t th i s 
season and i n his l eav ing br ings on winter . B u t 
the cause of w in te r is no t i n the sun. T h e g rea t 
source of heat and l i g h t never dims his sh in ing 
n o r w i t h d r a w s his w a r m t h . H i s sus ta in ing 
s t r e n g t h is no less i n J a n u a r y t h a n in J u l y . 
B u t e a r t h does, p e r i o d i c a l l y , t u r n f r o m her 
maker , and i n her t u r n i n g br ings p a i n , sickness 
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and death to the ch i ldren of e a r t h . A n d herein 
is the second lesson we may l e a r n : As the sun 
o f n a t u r e remains constant i n his g i f t s of l i g h t 
and w a r m t h , a n d , as e a r t h receives her f u l l 
share of these blessings on ly as she t u r n s 
squarely t o w a r d her source, and , aga in , as 
she t u r n s away f r o m her source she br ings de­
s t r u c t i o n to a l l her ch i ldren , so we, when we 
t u r n squarely t o w a r d God the L o r d the Sun 
of our inner l i f e , we receive f r o m H i m the f u l l 
t ide o f H i s w a r m t h which is D i v i n e Love and 
of H i s l i g h t which is D i v i n e T r u t h . A l s o , i f 
we t u r n away f r o m our i n w a r d Sun then come 
i n us those storms of passion, the w i l d winds of 
content ion and the i cy blasts o f indifference 
and i n e r t i a which benumb a l l o u r s p i r i t u a l pos­
sibi l it ies and leave us s t r i p p e d , bare , and u n ­
f r u i t f u l in t h a t more deadly w i n t e r of the soul. 

T h e r e is however this c onso la t i on : Even i n 
the very midst of nature ' s w in te r there may 
exist s p r i n g t i m e i n the soul w i t h i n . Because 
we are the ch i ldren of D i v i n e Love we can rise 
above n a t u r e and l ive in the verna l airs of 
s p i r i t . T h e wise man , then, a f t e r a l l , laughs , 
even a t w i n t e r ! 

When the sun returns 
God's springtime burns! 

— W I L L T A M R . R E E C E 

in The New-Church Minister. 

Verse F o u n d on the B a c k of a 
Portrait 

TH E f o l l o w i n g lines were f ound on the back 
of a life-size o i l p o r t r a i t o f E m a n u e l Swe­

denborg . T h e cap i ta ls are reproduced j u s t as 
they appear i n the s c r i p t . W e do n o t know the 
a r t i s t who p a i n t e d the p o r t r a i t , and can o n l y 
assume t h a t the lines are his. 

" T o raise my Soul by Contemplation's a id , 
Thy p o r t r a i t , Swedenborg, is here displayed; 
Thy natural f o rm inclosed a Heavenly M i n d , 
Where Love and Wisdom t r u l y were conjoined: 
Angelic converse o f t thy S p i r i t knew, 
And found Celestial Wisdom good and true. 
Thy deep Arcana have this fact explored, 
That great Jehovah Jesus is our L o r d ; 
That man to love and worship God ar ight 
Must Faith wi th Char i ty and Works un i t e ; 
Must love his Neighbour and adore his God, 
A n d only hope Salvation through the L o r d . " 

J u d g m e n t D a y 
B y Cornelia Hinkley Hotson 

A F O R M E R rel igious fashion was to expect 
the D a y of J u d g m e n t as a l ong-postponed 

b u t d i r e f u l day i n which a l l m a n k i n d should 
s tand together before a visible throne of G o d 
and o b t a i n crude b u t inexorable j u s t i c e , w i t h 
elevation t o heaven or condemnation to hel l as 
the a l t e r n a t i v e . 

I t is a common menta l h a b i t t o suppose t h a t 
i f a p a r t i c u l a r i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f a belief can be 
proved mistaken or go o u t of fash ion , the t r u t h 
behind the belief, the s p i r i t u a l r e a l i t y of which 
the " b e l i e f " was a v i v i d menta l p i c t u r e , goes out 
of existence also. B u t j u d g m e n t is passed u p o n 
us. However , o u r i n d i v i d u a l J u d g m e n t D a y is 
no t by a n y means e n t i r e l y postponed u n t i l a f t e r 
the death of the p h y s i c a l body . W c m i g h t be 
excused f o r some skept ic ism r e g a r d i n g the n a ­
t u r e of the process o f j u d g m e n t , i f qu i te a b i t 
of i t d i d n o t go on i n th i s w o r l d where we can 
see i t . T h e j u d g m e n t worked o u t here, t o be 
sure, is not a " f i n a l " one, b u t i t is inescapable. 
I t is pronounced n o t so much b y the voice o f 
G o d as by the s i lent witness o f our possessions 
and of w h a t we do w i t h them. 

O u r possessions are c o n s t a n t l y j u d g i n g us, i n 
the sense t h a t our a t t i t u d e t o w a r d our posses­
sions proves t o ourselves and others w h a t we 
are i n charac ter . Suppose we are faced w i t h 
the necessity of m o v i n g — n o t the move when we 
leave a l l e a r t h l y possessions b e h i n d — b u t a move 
when we must go over every a r t i c l e we possess 
and decide whether to take i t , sell i t , o r give i t 
away. W e seem t o make a j u d g m e n t on our 
t h i n g s , bu t the j u d g m e n t is perhaps more r e a l l y 
upon us, because our process of choosing among 
our possessions shows us so p l a i n l y w h a t we 
t h i n k most w o r t h while and valuable . House -
c leaning and the changes of season b r i n g i n a 
m i l d f o r m the necessity of j u d g m e n t on our 
possessions and th e i r r e c ip ro ca l j u d g m e n t on 
us, which m o v i n g or a disaster br ings i n an 
acute f o r m . 

N o t l o n g ago, while t o i l i n g d a y a f t e r d a y t o 
a r r a n g e my possessions f o r m o v i n g , my a t t e n ­
t i o n was called t o some other i n h a b i t a n t s of 
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the same c i t y , who also had t o move, and whose 
possessions or lack o f them were j u d g i n g them 
also. 

One Sunday a f t e rnoon our r oute f o r a f a r e ­
well t a l l led t h r o u g h the s t a t i o n y a r d where we 
saw a g r o u p l eav ing the c i t y . T h e c u s t o m a r y 
back ing and s w i t c h i n g o f f r e i g h t cars had gone 
on f o r some time and i t seemed obvious t h a t a 
f r e i g h t t r a i n was about t o leave. Several men, 
f u l l y as many as the p a y i n g passengers who 
l a t e r l e f t when we d i d , s t ro l l ed down and 
j u m p e d o r cl imbed i n t o var ious open f r e i g h t -
car doors . M o s t of them h a d j a cke t s and m a n y 
had a r o l l o f k h a k i b lanket w i t h them. N o a t ­
t e n t i o n was p a i d to them by the t r a i n c r e w ; 
they p i cked t h e i r own reservations. T h e t r a i n 
s t a r t e d and went off onto a side t r a c k ! I m m e ­
d i a t e l y , the real t r a i n t h a t was g o i n g , which 
was a l l p u t together a n d s t a n d i n g ready behind 
the o ther , w i t h a few of the b l a n k e t - g e n t r y 
a b o a r d , s t a r t e d c h u g g i n g away t o w a r d the 
southwest. T h e g r o u p w i t h o u t benefit of official 
guidance, who h a d a l l guessed w r o n g , j u m p e d 
o u t a g a i n , crossed the t r a c k , p i cked an open 
door and climbed i n as best they m i g h t while the 
t r a i n moved pas t . 

A t the opposite extreme f r o m the f r e i g h t -
t r a i n bays was the p l i g h t o f two o ld ladies of 
whom I heard. T h e y were being pushed and 
urged t o vacate the house they h a d occupied 
f o r t w e n t y years , as i t was to be t o r n down. 
These o l d ladies had kept every a r t i c l e which 
they had ever h a d . Scarcely a n y t h i n g , how­
ever, was any longer i n sufficiently good r e p a i r 
t o be of any use t o themselves or to anyone else. 
T w e n t y years ' disuse of whatever f a c u l t y they 
must o r i g i n a l l y have possessed of d i s c a r d i n g 
and g e t t i n g r i d of t h a t which was of no use, 
had made them u t t e r l y unable t o make a sensible 
s o r t i n g and d ispos ing of t h e i r goods ; and the 
author i t i e s faced an unpleasant j o b . 

A n o t h e r o ld l a d y I beard of s t i l l possessed 
the w i l l and the need t o r u n her r o o m i n g house, 
b u t must give i t u p because i n a d d i t i o n t o b l i n d ­
ness and deafness, a h indrance i n themselves, she 
had h e a r t t r o u b l e and lameness. H e r deafness 
made her suspicious of people, while her b l i n d ­
ness, so g r e a t t h a t she could no t see the denomi­
n a t i o n of b i l l s , p u t her very much a t people's 

mercy . S t i l l she could n o t ye t see any other 
way to live b u t t o r u n her house. 

Possessions are i n t e r e s t i n g and sometimes 
b e a u t i f u l t h i n g s . T h e same Sunday a f t e rnoon 
on which I saw the f r e i g h t - c a r c ont ingent move 
o u t , the ch i ldren and I spent some t ime i n the 
Pioneer Museum seeing a large co l lect ion o f 
th ings t h a t h a d been b r o u g h t west i n years 
gone by to the very f o o t of the Rockies and 
now h o n o r a b l y discarded by f o rmer owners. 
T h e objects t h o u g h t w o r t h y of t h a t s o r t o f 
t r e a t m e n t were s t r a n g e l y v a r i e d : a mounted 
buffalo head ; an umbre l la s t a n d ; several 
dresses, mounted on forms and dated , some f r o m 
P a r i s , one f r o m H o l l a n d e r ' s i n B o s t o n . T h e r e 
were I n d i a n costumes, o ld weapons, o ld wagon 
wheels, o ld p h o t o g r a p h s , lovely f u r n i t u r e , ch ina , 
glassware and si lver and t w o carr iages such as 
the weal thy of the t o w n used t o r ide i n . I sup ­
pose even these th ings " j u d g e d " us who looked 
a t them by the n a t u r e o f the t h o u g h t s t h a t 
went t h r o u g h our minds as we used our i m a g i ­
nations to re cons t ruc t the environment i n 
which these th ings had been used. 

C o m i n g t h r o u g h Chicago , we took t ime to see 
the mounted animals i n the H a b i t a t Groups a t 
the F i e l d Museum. B y the w a y , w h a t s trange 
th ings people do keep as cherished possessions! 
T h e mounted animals , w i t h t h e i r p r o p e r en­
v i ronment so c a r e f u l l y reproduced , seemed t o 
us alive, well and more h a p p y t h a n the rea l an i ­
mals we bad recent ly seen in a wel l -kept zoo. 
T h e l ive animals seemed u n r e a l , mere c a r i c a ­
tures of themselves, i n an u n n a t u r a l s i t u a t i o n 
and very bored by the a t t e n t i o n of the people 
and even by the f ood they received. 

T h e r e would be l i t t l e s p i r i t u a l use in r e t e l l i n g 
these experiences f o r a re l ig ious per i od i ca l i f 
these var ious a t t i t u d e s t o w a r d m a t e r i a l posses­
sions were no t such a per fect p i c t u r e of s i m i l a r 
a t t i t u d e s t o w a r d menta l and s p i r i t u a l posses­
sions. 

D o we h o a r d and accumulate l ike the two old 
ladies, never d i s c a r d i n g , se l l ing o r g i v i n g away? 
O r are we l ike the f r e i g h t - c a r t rave le rs , too 
busy ( ? ) to accumulate a n y t h i n g w o r t h hav ­
ing? D o we set o u t our treasures i n a museum 
case or do we use them? D o we see o u r fr iends 
as mounted figures in a suitable env ironment , 
or do they seem to us l ike l i v i n g creatures in a 
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s o r t o f zoo, t h a t wish they were more act ive 
and free t o express themselves i n t h e i r every­
day lives? D o we know which of o u r possessions 
have no subst i tutes and which cou ld be d u p l i ­
ca ted i n any store? 

M e n t a l l y and s p i r i t u a l l y we must sometimes 
move. H o w sha l l we sor t our s p i r i t u a l posses­
sions f o r an advance? A r e n o t some views we 
have he ld , valuable as they once were, now s u i t ­
able only f o r a museum? Other thoughts we may 
have o u t g r o w n ourselves, b u t they m a y s t i l l be 
useful to others i f handed on s y m p a t h e t i c a l l y 
and w i t h d i scre t ion . Some t h o u g h t s , l ike some 
household ar t i c l es , are best p u t out of the way 
lest we o r others be t e m p t e d to use a p o o r and 
broken utens i l . S p i r i t u a l l y as wel l as p h y s i ­
c a l l y , some th ings are w o r t h } ' o f being k e p t f o r 
a f u t u r e need—a s p i r i t u a l change of seasons. 
I t is qu i te in order , a t t imes , t o b u y new s p i r i ­
t u a l equipment t o meet new needs. 

One odd charac te r i s t i c of a p h y s i c a l move 
which also sometimes occurs i n a s p i r i t u a l move 
is t h a t the d a i l y necessities of one place become 
mere curiosit ies i n another . O u r Minneso ta 
overshoes were almost museum pieces i n Texas , 
while our Texas electric ice-box was of no use 
i n the kerosene-l ighted l o g cabin where we first 
l ived among the Colorado mounta ins . I t is easy 
to rebel aga inst the change o f habi ts which a 
move makes necessary. I t is p a r t i c u l a r l y easy 
t o despise others because we have some super ior 
equipment , which , however, neither we nor they 
can use. I t is wiser when l i v i n g where i t seldom 
ra ins no t to be t oo sol ic itous t h a t others have 
rubbers even t h o u g h A'ou choose t o keep y o u r s , 
and where there is no electric c u r r e n t b u t 
p l e n t y of coolness, n o t t o waste t ime m o u r n i n g 
f o r an electric r e f r i g e r a t o r . 

T h e j u d g m e n t we should make on our s p i r i ­
t u a l possessions is s imi lar to the j u d g m e n t we 
have i to make per i od i ca l l y on our p h y s i c a l pos­
sessions. A l t h o u g h i t is an unpleasant process 
at the t i m e , the result should be an i m p r o v e ­
ment. W e have a l l a t some t ime or o ther seen 
some grea t improvement take place on a piece 
of phys i ca l p r o p e r t y as a resul t of j u d g m e n t , 
taste and e f for t . W e should expect an equal 
improvement as a resu l t of the changes we, as 
New Churchmen, need t o make t o a d a p t our 
C h u r c h to the s trange new w o r l d i n whi ch we 

find ourselves: so d i f f erent f r o m the w o r l d of 
our ch i ldhood . 

L e t us brave ly a t t a c k the task of j u d g i n g 
our s p i r i t u a l possessions, f o r they w i l l inev i ­
t a b l y j u d g e us when we must render an account 
of the use we have made of them. O u r equip ­
ment and possibil it ies are ample, b u t must be 
sorted . W e know t h a t on the phys i ca l plane we 
should keep about us on ly w h a t we can use. 
J u d g m e n t , taste and e f f or t should enable us 
f r o m our a b u n d a n t s p i r i t u a l possessions to re -
cquip our Church f o r real usefulness in the 
w o r l d in which we find ourselves, the w o r l d as i t 
is now. L e t us j u d g e wisely w h a t we can use 
and so move t o w a r d better th ings every t ime 
experiences b r i n g us t o a J u d g m e n t D a y . 

C o l l e c t i n g 
By Mary Wentt forth King 

AT eventide 
I shal l n o t need 

T o l a y aside 
These tang ib le t h i n g s , 
L o v e l y and s t r o n g , 
T h a t I have been g a t h e r i n g 
So l ong . 

T h e r e w i l l be leisure 
A t eventide 
T o sor t aga in in the pa lm of t ime 
These bits of l i f e 
So g l o w i n g — s t a r k — o r s t r a n g e l y odd , 
A n d blend them i n t o 
T h e p a t t e r n of God . 

T h e Balance Unceasingly Regulated 
I T is God's g i f t that man should feel l i fe in 

himself as i f i t were his own, and i t is God's w i l l 
that he should so feel, in order that man as i f of 
himself may live in aceordanee with the laws of 
order which are as numerous as the precepts of 
the W o r d , and thus may dispose himself for the 
reception of God's love. Nevertheless, God per­
petually holds wi th His finger the perpendicular 
above the scales, and moderates man's freedom of 
choice, but never violates i t by compulsion. (T. 
501.) 
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T u n i n g i n o n H e a v e n 

AF R I E N D of mine has bought a new r a d i o . 
H e is very p r o u d of i t . I t has b o t h l o n g 

and short wave recept ion . W i t h the short wave 
recept ion he can l isten t o the rad io p r o g r a m s 
i n m a n y f o re ign countr ies . H e can l i s ten t o 
L o n d o n , P a r i s , B e r l i n , Rome, Mexico C i t y , R i o 
de J a n e i r o and o ther places. Sometimes he 
sits u p late at n i g h t t r y i n g t o get J a p a n . T h e r e 
is j u s t one fly i n the o in tment . H e doesn't 
speak m a n y f o re ign languages. B e y o n d a 
s m a t t e r i n g of F r e n c h and German he only 
knows the E n g l i s h tongue. So even i f he is 
l u c k y enough to tune i n on J a p a n he w i l l not 
understand a word of the p r o g r a m . 

T h e r a d i o is a wonder fu l invent ion . I f a l l 
men spoke the same language the radio would 
be a wonder fu l agent of peace. I t is a m a r v e l ­
ous t h i n g t h a t we are able t o hear the words 
spoken and the music per formed by people t h o u ­
sands o f miles away f r o m us. I t is wonder fu l 
t h a t we can tune in on stat ions i n other lands. 
T h e whisper of a man i n Me lbourne , A u s t r a l i a , 
can be ampli f ied and made qu i te audible in 
W a s h i n g t o n , D . C , or New Y o r k C i t y . 

T h e r e is, however, a much grea ter wonder in 
the w o r l d t h a n the rad io . I n a l l our homes 
and schools and churches there is the B ib le 
which gives us me>sages f r o m heaven. When 
we read the Gospels we are l i s t e n i n g to the 
voice of the Saviour . We are hear ing the words 
H e spoke to men two thousand years ago. R a d i o 
gives us messages spoken by men, b u t the Bib le 
gives us messages spoken by the L o r d . Those 
messages have a power and value t h a t make 
t i n radio programs seem mean and insigni f i ­
cant in c o n t r a s t . 

Several times a d a y the press r a d i o news tells 
us o f events t h a t happen in various p a r t s of 
the w o r l d : bu t every minute of the t w e n t y - f o u r 
hours a day the B ib le tells us. the laws of l i f e , 
the love the L o r d had f o r us, and the assur­
ance o f ever last ing l i f e . W h e n we read the 
words of the Sav iour we l i r e t u n i n g in on heaven. 

Sometimes when we are l i s t e n i n g t o the rad io 
a t h u n d e r s t o r m comes u p , and then we hear 
f r o m the rad io a buzz ing , c r a c k l i n g sound t h a t 
drowns out the p r o g r a m . W e c a l l these noises 
" s t a t i c " o r " i n t e r f e r e n c e . " T h e e lec tr i ca l con­
d i t i o n of the a i r and the ether have been d is ­
t u r b e d , and u n t i l the s t o r m is over i t is n o t 
much use t r y i n g to l isten to the p r o g r a m . 

I t is something s i m i l a r w i t h our r e a d i n g of 
the Bib le . I f as we read we are t h i n k i n g of 
w o r l d l y th ings and h a r b o r i n g s in fu l thoughts 
we cannot get the messages f r o m on h i g h . W e 
are p r o d u c i n g s t a t i c o r interference . T h e music 
of heaven and the wisdom of the L o r d are shut 
out of our minds b y the th ings t h a t oppose 
them. H u n d r e d s o f years ago, W i l l i a m T y n -
dale, one of the earl iest t r a n s l a t o r s of the B ib le 
i n t o E n g l i s h , said t h i s : " . . . T h o u g h we read 
the S c r i p t u r e and babble about i t ever so much , 
ye t i f we know not the use of i t , and wherefore 
it W i i s g iven, and w h a t is there in t o be sought , 
i t p r o f i t e t h n o t h i n g a t a l l . " These words are 
t r u e . I f we wish to hear messages f r o m heaven 
we must read the B ib le w i t h p u r e hearts and 
l owly minds . T h e n we sha l l hear the L o r d 
speaking to us f r o m the pages of H i s D i v i n e 
W o r d . 
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Mary's R o a d to Christmas 
By Russell Eaton 

IN t h a t f a r - o f f d a y , when Joseph and M a r y 
went u p t o be taxed a t Bethlehem, a l l the 

w o r l d was a t peace because a l l the w o r l d was 
p r o s t r a t e a t the feet of Rome. T h e l i t t l e v i l lage 
of N a z a r e t h , M a r y ' s home and Bethlehem where 
He was h o r n , were b o t h small indeed among 
the thousands of J u d a h . H e r parentage and 
ear ly l i f e are u n k n o w n , she comes t o us w i t h the 
A n n u n c i a t i o n . H o w few the incidents mentioned 
about her in the Gospels! She k e p t the sayings 
o f the shepherds, t h a t they had f r o m the a n -
gt Is. and pondered them i n her h e a r t . She f o l ­
lowed the L o r d Jesus t h r o u g h H i s e a r t h l y l i f e . 
She stood' by the cross of Jesus. T h e r e is no 
a l lus ion t o her death i n any p a r t of the New 
T e s t a m e n t . H e r l i f e h i s t o r y , as k n o w n t o us, is 
one o f h u m i l i t y and self-effacement. 

L e t us t r y to sec the way M a r y fol lowed by 
l o o k i n g at a c o n t r a s t . T h e r e is in the B ib le a 
representat ive charac ter , a woman, who is some­
times b r o u g h t u p in c o n t r a s t w i t h the gentle 
M a r y . H e r name is cal led Eve . Eve p i c tures 
t o us another g r e a t moment in the re l ig ious h is ­
t o r y of the human race. H e r l i f e is the love of 
l i v i n g as o f one's self, a l i f e t h a t would ignore 
God's commands, God's l o v i n g w i l l f o r man . 
Eve is not submissive l ike M a r y , nor gentle. 
She is not p i c t u r e d to us w i t h doves, and lambs, 
and an i n f a n t , as M a r y is. Ins tead we see Eve 
w i t h a serpent ! She desires what is good to eat , 
pleasant t o the eyes, a t h i n g t o be desired t o 
make one wise, so she d i d as she chose, n o t as 
she was commanded by God , and we see in her 
tfie p i c t u r e o f o u r own heart ' s l u s t s ; they are 
indeed in sharp cont ras t to the blessed affec­
t i on in God's Church which M a r y represents. 

W h e n M a r y heard the message f r o m G a b r i e l , 
she s a i d : " B e h o l d the h a n d m a i d of the L o r d : be 
i t u n t o me a c c o r d i n g t o t h y Avord." T h i s was 
M a r y ' s r o a d to Chr i s tmas , the h i g h w a y of sub­
mission t o the w i l l o f God . 

(Urbana Citizen, Dec. 9, 1938 . ) 

Board of Missions News 
I n the beginning of October I went two days' 

t r i p to Tochigi C i ty and Terao Vi l lage , about 100 
miles f rom No. Tokyo and visited an earnest 

reader and receiver of Swedenborg and his two 
friends at Terao Vil lage, a lonely mountain place. 
I had to Avalk more than ten miles. Next day I 
visited a lady teacher of the local high school, a 
graduate of the former Musical School Avho had 
lately begun to haA'e interest in the New Church. 
I met her sister and a fr iend of her's and AA'e 
talked on rel igion, God, l i fe after death, etc. They 
a l l eagerly listened to me and to ld me that they 
had never heard of religious doctrines presented 
so rat ional ly . On the 17th I l e f t Tokyo to visit 
farming villages in Northern Japan Avhere I used 
to visit tAvo or three times per year. I n the evening 
I arrived at Kakuta Town where Rev. J . Endoh 
lives and where there is his Presbyterian Church. 
Through M r . Endoh (who has had good under­
standing of the NeAA'-Chureh doctrines now for 
seA'en years) , I have sent our magazine and other 
publications to five Presbyterian ministers in 
Northern Japan, one of whom is the president of 
the Northern Association of the Japanese Presby­
terian Church, which includes about seventy local 
churches, and another one is a professor of the 
Tohoku College, of Presbyterian Church. I gaA'e 
a lecture to his congregation on " T o Live by the 
L o r d . " Next day I A ' isited Edano Vil lage and 
talked with several New-Church belieA'ers who haA'e 
been guided by M r . Endoh to the New Church. 
Next day I visited a home at another village named 
T u j i in the morning, and two homes at Tateyama 
Vil lage. We had to Avalk through a l l these A - is it -
ings: about twenty miles. I n the eA'ening I was in 
Sendai C i ty , about fifty miles north of Kakuda, 
and visited a retired Presbyterian Church m i n ­
ister's home who has long been reading Sweden­
borg gladly. Next day I visited Yamagata City 
about seventy miles west of Sendia, and called on 
a fr iend who is a teacher of music at a normal 
school. I was back home at night. The whole 
t r i p covered about 750 miles. On the 25th I 
A ' isited Nakanojo Town with M r s . D o i , invited 
by M r . T . Moehizuki . H i s younger brother is a 
minister of the Congregational Church there. He 
lias three l i t t le parishes in the mountain district 
and has been a receiver of the New Church for 
about five years. About three years ago the Swe­
denborg Foundation sent him a complete set of the 
writ ings free of charge and he has been teaching 
the New-Church doctrines f u l l y to his congrega­
tions. I spoke on " T h e General Outline of the 
New-Church Faith and L i f e " to his congregation 
of about t h i r t y people, at Nakanojo in the evening. 
For two days fo l lowing we stayed at a good hotel 
in Shima H o t Springs at the courtesy of M r . T . 
Moehizuki. He has a large business both in N a ­
kanojo and Tokyo, and pass two-thirds of the 
A'ear in Tokyo. When in Tokyo he comes to our 
f burch. His two sisters are coming; to our church 
too. 

Y O N E Z O D o i . 
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F r o m O u r Readers 

A Letter About Compensation 

Dear Fel ic ia : 
You were worried the other day about your own 

uneven development. You said i t seemed as though 
for awhile you grew quite steadily, making no seri­
ous mistakes, and you were happy w i t h a satisfied 
feeling of even progress; you were at ease w i t h 
yourself. Then came the serious error i n j u d g ­
ment you admitted to me, that swept away a l l 
your smug feeling of security. Y e s — i t was smug, 
though the word is not flattering. 

I t was an error of judgment that brought con­
fusion to others, a loss of their security, and so 
i t brought humil iat ion to you. You te l l me that 
now you feel l ike an unsymmetrical tree, buffeted 
out of shape by wind and storm. 

I t seems to me that to a l l thoughtful people 
comes a feeling of uneven growth. Growth is 
not always even, not always beautiful in every 
phase, though beauty ma}' be the final result. 
Perhaps our moments of despair are given to us 
so that we may check up on ourselves, may pause 
to see what needs to be done to make the ideal 
actual. 

I thought about your problem when I was up 
in the hi l ls the other day. I tr ied to find i n the 
landscape before me some answer that would help 
you—that would restore your self-confidence, and 
give you fresh vision and the necessary courage 
to go on. 

The hillside was rugged, wind-swept in exposed 
places, green wi th groves of trees -in sheltered 
hollows. Here and there were trees standing 
alone. A n d everywhere I saw the answer to your 
problem, the answer for a l l of us. 

Almost a l l the trees were beautiful to look upon; 
almost a l l , at the distance from where I stood, 
were lovely in symmetry and grace. 

Yet they had not escaped the winds and storms 
of time. Going close to them I saw the tragic 
twists and scars that no mere lengfli of years 
would heal ; saw the broken branches last year's 
wind had torn away. 

B u t up against the torn sides of these trees was 
a wealth of new young growth . Tender saplings 
of another k i n d , i n some cases; ferns or shrubs. 
Nature had covered the wounds wi th a beauty and 
glory that gave symmetry to the whole hillside. 

I sn ' t that your answer? F i n d your compensa­
tions. Grow new graces of the spir i t to cover the 
inadequacies revealed in those storms. Give sup­
por t to those less sturdy, not yet ready to stand 
alone. 

Symmetry is the pattern of growth that we must 
ever strive f o r ; but so often i t is temporari ly lost, 
and we, in discouragement and self-reproach, do 

not know what to do about i t . B u t Nature on the 
hillside used the law of compensation to show us 
what to do. 

I s n ' t that the Lord 's way of answering prayer? 
He shows us what to do about i t . Because you 
w i l l understand why you had that temporary de­
feat and discouraging experience, you w i l l be strong 
enough to offer support and shelter to those who 
need them. Then you w i l l be glad of your ex­
perience. 

Because you know that the goal of sp i r i tua l 
growth is symmetry and balance, you w i l l con­
sciously work to make beautiful the hillsides of 
the L o r d . 

Nature always has the answer for us i f we go 
to her wi th an asking heart and a l istening ear. 

Affectionately, 
L . D . F . 

NEWS OF THE CHURCH 
B A L T I M O R E 

The Balt imore Society w i l l hold the annual meeting 
for business and election of officers on Monday, January 
9th, at the church. The meeting w i l l be preceded by the 
annual membership supper. 

C H I C A G O ( K E N W O O D ) 
The members of the Young People's League held an 

important meeting on Sunday evening, December 18th, 
at the home of Patric ia Graves. The annual election of 
officers and the closing of the League's fiscal year oc­
curred at that time. 

P O R T L A N D , O R E . 
Sunday, December 11th, was observed by this Society 

as "News from the K a r t h " Day, at which time members 
and friends of the Society were asked to b r i n g reports 
of what their neighbors (and the wor ld in general) arc 
doing in the matter of religion. This type of monthly 
meeting is the Society's "cooperative information-seeking 
pro ject , " the pastor, the Rev. W i l l i a m R. Reece, tells us. 

Mr . Recce's sermons for December 11th and December 
18th were on the general topic of "Prophecies of the 
Advent . " 

The theme for discussion at the Swedenborg Dinner , 
to be held on January 29th, w i l l be "Swedenborg on 
Dictators and Democracy." 

B R O C K T O N , M A S S . 
The Brockton Society held a " W h i t e Christmas" ser­

vice in the church on Thursday evening, December 22nd, 
at 6:30 o'clock. The church people were asked to b r i n g 
gifts of c lothing, toys, and canned goods at this t ime, to 
be given to the F a m i l y Wel fare Association for d i s t r i b u ­
t ion . Preceding this service, the annual Sunday-school 
Christmas p a r t y supper was held in the vestry f rom 5:30 
to 6:30 P.M. Fo l lowing the service in the church, friends 
young and old were invited t o gather about the Christ ­
mas tree, where the old-time festivities took place in 
the vestry. 

The Ladies' Circle held a de l ight fu l Christmas sale 
and supper on December 8th . Mrs . W i l l i a m O. Raymond, 
President of the Circle, was in charge of the sale, assisted 
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by Mrs . S. Capen H o w a r d , Mrs . H a r o l d R. Gustafson, 
Mrs . A l b e r t E w e l l , Mrs . Orianna M . Marshal l , Mrs . Olive 
P. Dodge, Miss Edna H i l l , M r s . Bertha Monroe, M r s . 
Fred Chamberlain, and Miss Nett ie Reynolds. Miss 
Clara H o w a r d was chairman of the supper committee. 
A de l ight fu l musical program by the Wells T r i o was 
enjoyed. Miss Mahelle W a l k e r was in charge of the 
entertainment. On the afternoon of December 15th the 
Ladies' Circle held its annual Christmas p a r t y in the 
church par lor . Mrs . E lber t E w e l l was i n charge of ar ­
rangements. The ladies enjoyed Christmas carols and 
Christmas stories read aloud by one of their members. 
Mrs . Olive Dodge, a beloved member of the Circle, was 
presented w i t h a b i r thday cake and a potted p lant i n 
honor of her eighty-eighth b ir thday . 

The Rev. H a r o l d R. Gustafson preached on December 
1th on "The Children in t i e M a r k e t , " and on December 
11th, on the theme, "The L i g h t in the Darkness." The 
Young People's League held a Study Meeting in the 
church par lor on the evening of December 11th. Mrs . 
H a r o l d R. Gustafson, M r s . Minnie Baker, and Miss 
Clara S. Chase enjoyed attending the meeting of the 
Massachusetts New-Church Women's Al l iance at the 
vestrv of the Boston Church. December 7th. 

P H I L A D E L P H I A 
The Ladies A i d F a i r , held on F r i d a y , November 18th, 

f r o m 10:00 A.sr. to 10:00 P.M., proved a social and finan­
cial success. The w a r m , spring- l ike day brought out an 
unusual number of people, more staying for supper than 
ever before. I n the evening the League p u t on a free 
minstre l show. 

On Sunday, November 20th, a special evening service 
was held under the auspices of the League. The organ 
was played by a Leaguer, Marguerite M a i t l a n d ; the 
choir was composed of Leaguers, and the Bible readings 
and announcements were made by League members. A 
very interesting t a l k was given by the President of the 
League, Dav id P. Johnson. A f t e r the. services the con­
gregation was invited to ad j ourn to the Parish House, 
where tea was served and a pleasant social hour enjoyed. 
I t is hoped that this very worthwhi le occasion w i l l be 
repeated in the near future . 

The attendance at the Thanksgiving Service is growing 
every year. A f t e r the services, the donations of f r u i t 
and vegetables which were arranged art is t i ca l ly on the 
chancel steps, were distr ibuted to those in need. 

The Pennsylvania Alliance of New-Church Women 
held its f a l l meeting on Wednesday, November 30th. 
Th i r ty - three persons attended a delicious supper at a 
nearby restaurant, and afterwards adjourned to the 
Parish House where they were joined by a number of 
others. A f t e r the usual business meeting, our gracious 
President, Mrs . Charles W . Harvey , took charge of the 
program. Mrs. Harvey read to us a very appealing, 
and t rue . Christmas story ; then a number of the mem­
bers read Bible selections and quotations f rom Sweden­
borg, w i th explanations, a l l per ta in ing to the Advent 
Season. A l l jo ined in the singing of several Christmas 
Carols d u r i n g the meeting. Thus the Christmas season 
was ushered in . and when we sang Christmas carols on 
the fo l lowing Sunday, which was Parents ' and Children's 
Sunday, i t d id seem as i f the beauti ful Christmas s p i r i t 
was already w i t h us. 

The Men's Club also carried out this idea, f o r after 
their dinner on Monday, December 5th, they went in a 
body to the Planetar ium to see and hear the wonder fu l 
Christmas story as t o ld there. R. E. L . 

News Sheets 
Several o f the New-Church societies publish 

mimeographed news sheets of local interest. The 

San Francisco parishes are perhaps the f irst w i t h 
news and comments; i n Chicago, the Kenwood 
Message is edited by a l ayman ; the Balt imore So­
ciety has the Monthly Courier edited by James 
Dav id Cordle; in Detro i t there is the New-Church 
News edited by the Rev. Win . H . Beales. A l l of 
these publications are sent to members and friends 
monthly , and i n this mariner the interest is main­
tained. 

Coming Event 
The regular monthly meeting of the Board of 

Directors of Swedenborg Foundation, Inc . , w i l l 
he held at 5 1 EasJ 42nd Street, New Y o r k C i ty , 
on Monday, Janusl^y 9, 1939 , at 4:00 P . M . 

OBITUARY 

K L I E . — H e n r y A . K l i e , seventy-five, died on 
November 25, 1938, at his home 186 Victoria 
Street, Kitchener, Ontario , Canada, after a br ie f 
illness. M r . Kl ie was horn in Hanover, Germany, 
December 29, 1863. I n 1886 he was married to 
Clara Nahrgang. 

Surviving, besides his wi fe , are two sons, Leslie 
of Bridgeport and Clarence of Mannheim. H e 
was predeceased by two sons, Alson and Car l . Ten 
grandchildren also survive. 

A private service was held on November 27th 
at 2:30 o'clock at the family residence. A public 
service was conducted at the Church of the Good 
Shepherd at 3 o'clock, after which the remains 
were taken to Latchar Cemetery, Mannheim, for 
interment. 

M r . K l i e was for many years an active member of the 
New Jerusalem Church in Kitchener. Every Sunday saw 
him in his seat in church. He w i l l be greatly missed and 
long remembered by his many friends. Over three hun ­
dred attended his funeral service at the Church of the 
Good Shepherd. 

J . W . S. 

C A L E N D A R 

January 8. 
Sunday after Epiphany 

T H E L I G H T OF T H E W O R L D 
Sel. 255: "Ar ise , shine." 
Lesson I . Isaiah Ix , or Ex . i i i . to v. 14. 
I n place of Responsive Service, Anthem X I X . 

B . W . , p . 367: " A n d the g l o ry . " 
Lesson I I . Luke i i , 22-40. 
Glor ia , Benedictus and F a i t h . 
Hymns ( M a g . ) 156: " L o , the p i l g r i m magi . " 

161 : "Br ightest and best." 
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The Augmentation Fund 
S T A N D S F O R T H R E E V I T A L T H I N G S : 

1. The Encouragement and Assistance of Weak Societies 
2. Reasonable and Reliable Support for Ministers 
3. Help in Supporting Students for the Ministry 

T o Maintain and E x t e n d I t s W o r k I t 

Needs Your Support 
To those who think of making a bequest to the Fund, the Treasurer will be pleased to 

furnish suitable forms and to give any advice that may be asked. A s State laws with 
regard to wills vary, local counsel in the State of the testator should finally be consulted. 
Make checks payable to A L B E R T P . C A R T E R , Treasurer , and send al l correspondence 

to him at 511 B A R R I S T E R S H A L L , B O S T O N 9, M A S S . 

U R B A N A J U N I O R C O L L E G E 
of the General Convention 

Preliminary work for Liberal Arts , A g r i ­
culture, Dentistry, L a w , Theology', Medicine, 
Pharmacy, Education and Engineering. Special 
courses also in the study of the Word and the 
Writings. Freshman and Sophomore years. 
For information address, 

Rev . Russe l l E a t o n , President 
Urbana, Ohio 

Commemoration Edition 
S W E D E N B O R G , 

L I F E AND T E A C H I N G 
B y George Trobridge 

Use this book dur ing the present celebration of the 
250th Anniversary of Swedenborg's b i r th to introduce 
him to new readers. A book of 543 pages, handsomely 
hound in semi-limp imitation leather covers, gi lt letter­
ing , rounded corners, for 25 cents oer copy, postpaid. 

Our regular paper-bound editionXof this book, 10 
cents per copy, postpaid. 

Order a quantity for judicious distribution. 

Swedenborg Foundation Incorporated 
51 E a s t 42nd St. New Y o r k , N . Y . 

T H E M E S S E N G E R 

is the official organ of the 

CONVENTION 
and the special news servant 

of the 
C H U R C H 

Help the Church by subscribing to 
T H E M E S S E N G E R 

Keep in touch with the external 
organization of the Church 

f 

Three dollars per annum 

T H E N E W - C H U R C H 
T H E O L O G I C A L S C H O O L 

48 Quincy St., Cambridge, Mass. 

A three years' course preparing for the min­
istry. 

Courses by correspondence in the Theology 
of the New Church, and in the Spiritual I n ­
terpretation of the Scriptures. 

F o r information apply to 
F r a n k l i n H . Blackmer, President 

B O A R D O F M I S S I O N S 
OF T H E 

General Convention 

W e nearly encircle the globe, 
please help us to make 

both ends meet. 

L I . O Y D A . F R O S T . Treasurer 
C A M B R I D G E T R U S T C O . 

CAMBRIDGE, MASS, 

Hon. Forster W . Freeman President 
Paul Sperry Vice-President 
Leslie Marshall General Secretary 

94 Ar l ington Ave., Hawthorne, N . J . 

C H A P E L H I L L S C H O O L 
(Formerly called Waltham School for Girls) 

Waltham, Massachusetts 

A Boarding and Day School controlled by New-
Church Trustees. Pupils accepted ages 5_ to 19j sep­
arate homes for older and younger girls . College 
Preparatory and General courses i n Upper School. 
Outdoor sports. For catalogue, address 

P H I L I P E . G O O D H U E 
Principal 

L Y N N N E I G H B O R H O O D H O U S E 
A S S O C I A T I O N 

Contributions solicited 
Help us serve the Children 

B E R T H A M . W H I T M A N . Treasurer 
109 Walnut Avenue, Roxbury 19, Mass. 
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