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T h e S o u l o f M a n 

TO the editor come many interesting letters, 
not the letters that we publish under the 

heading " F r o m Our Readers" (most of which 
are far too lengthy) but letters that ask ques
tions relating to the doctrines revealed through 
the servant of the L o r d , Emanuel Swedenborg. 
Here is one recently received, " I s the informa
tion given by Theosophists true that the doc
trine of reincarnation, while not explicitly 
stated is implied, or at least not contradicted, 
by Swedenborg's works, part icularly Conjugial 
Love.** We replied in the negative, giving a 
brief outline of Swedenborg's teaching on the 
nature of the soul. 

The system known as theosophy emerged in 
Europe in the th i rd century though it prob
ably existed in Asia long prior to that period. 
The Theosophical Society was founded in New 
York City in 1875 by Mrs. Helen P. B l a vat-
sky. The headquarters were later removed to 
India. Theosophists now have forty-two 
branches in five continents. Their philosophy 
"teaches an immortality based on evolution by 
re-incarnation." The soul may, according to 
this idea, live many earth lives, each one in a 
different body and as a different external per
sonality. This theory is closely allied to the 
Asiatic idea of metampsychosis. The latter 

believes that the soul passes through many ani
mal as well as human phases in its progress. 
An evil life dooms the soul to reincarnation in 
some lowly form. A good life leads to reincar
nation in a higher form. 

To the best of our knowledge, Swedenborg 
does not refer to theosophy. Of course he knew 
its teachings, but theosophy as a cult did not 
emerge unt i l a hundred years after his removal 
from this world. He does, however, make two 
brief references to metampsychosis. These will 
be found in True Christian Religion 79 and 
171. We quote the la t ter : 

"That a Son of God begotten from eternity de
scended and assumed a Human may be compared to the 
fables of the ancients, that human souls created at the 
beginning of the world enter into bodies and become 
men; also to the absurd notion that the soul of one per
son passes into another, as many in the Jewish church 
believed; for example, that the soul of E l i j a h would 
pass into the body of John the Baptist, and that David 
would return into his own or into some other man's body, 
and rule over Israel and Judah, because it is said in 
Bzekiel: 

I will set up one shepherd over them, and he 
shall feed them, even My servant David ; and he 
shall be their shepherd; and I Jehovah will be 
to them as God, and David a prince among them 
(xxxiv. 23, 24) ; 

besides other passages; not knowing that the Lord is 
there meant by ' D a v i d . ' " 

Here Swedenborg speaks of the transmigra-
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tion of the soul as an "absurd notion." I n 
the l ight of this statement it is difficult to see 
how anyone can believe that the doctrine of 
reincarnation is implied, or at least not contra
dicted by Swedenborg's works. 

Even without this plain contradiction, how
ever, Swedenborg's teachings concerning the 
human soul leave no room for doubt. Time and 
time again he asserts that the soul is from 
the father. His entire doctrine of the Div in i ty 
of the Saviour and the necessity for the virgin 
b i r th is based on the assertion of this paternal 
origin. I n Arcana Coelestia 3570 he also 
makes this emphatic statement: "The soul of 
man has its beginning in the ovum of the 
mother, and is afterward perfected in her 
womb, and is there encompassed with a tender 
body, that through i t the soul maj r be able to 
act.'" 

There may be something poetic and romantic 
about the idea of reincarnation. The lover 
may sing to his adored one, "When I was a 
K i n g in Babylon, and you were a Chi'istian 
slave"; but romance and poetry languish when 
he thinks of the time when he was a scarlet-
fever microbe and she was a typhoid germ. 
Yet the one idea is no more extravagant than 
the other. 

The idea of reincarnation is foreign to the 
thought of him who accepts the New-Church 
teaching of the nature of the soul. To those 
who th ink .o f the soul as an ethereal spark of 
life, reincarnation presents no difficulties; but 
to those who believe the soul to be an organized 
spiritual human form, the xcry man himself, 
reincarnation ceases to appeal. Here again we 
quote Swedenborg, " I know that those will not 
believe who have thought and investigated much 
about the soul, and have not comprehended 
that the soul is man's spir i t , and that his spirit 
is the very man which lives in the body; for 
these can apprehend no other notion about the 
soul, than that i t is a thinking, or flamy, or 
ethereal something which merely acts into the 
organic forms of the body. . . . (A. C. 4622) " 

A traveler in Asia tells of seeing Buddhist 
monks l ight ly yet carefully sweeping the ground 
before them lest they should tread upon an ant 
and thus interfere with the progress of some 
soul in its upward march. But the W o r d of 
God teaches us the t r u t h about the resurrec
tion. "This day shalt thou be with me in para
dise" is an emphatic negation of the idea that 
the soul passes more than once through the 
earthly stage of life. 

A . W. 

T h e N e w C h u r c h a n d O r g a n i z a t i o n 
By Henry K. Peters 

TH E purpose of this article is not to dwell 
on church organization, but to present the 

attitude of the New-Church doctrines toward 
any form of organization. Civilization, ac
cording to Sir George Paish in a recent lecture 
in Chicago, cannot exist without organization, 
and without civilization only a comparatively 
few people can live on this planet. 

We have reached the stage where the work 
of an individual, laboring independently, has 
l i t t le effect. A l l improvements, all progi-ess, 
f a n come only through a proper grouping of 
men and a division of function with concentra
tion of effort toward a definite end. I n view of 
this, and in view of the fact that the world is 

halting among many opinions, i t behooves us 
to put into action the principle of organization 
to which we have given intellectual assent. 

This principle is usually referred to as the 
doctrine of the Grand Man, treated by Sweden
borg in several volumes of the Arcana, Heaven 
and Hell, Divine Providence, and other volumes. 

I f the human body is the model after which 
successful organization is to be patterned, we 
have a definite standard for guidance. An in
teresting attempt to compare the details of bod
i ly functioning with the processes of society, 
is made by D r . Walter B. Cannon of Harvard , 
in his "The Wisdom of the Human Body." 

D r . Cannon first describes in considerable de-
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t a i l how the v i ta l organs are governed by the 
sympathetic nervous system; how the blood 
maintains its regular temperature, its acidity, 
its alkal inity, its water and food content; how 
the organs all perform their specific function 
for the benefit of the whole, and how they al l 
come to the assistance of an in jured member. 
Then he applies the principle to the social body 
which constitutes the nation. 

How far we arc from perfection may be seen 
from D r . Cannon's application of the blood to 
our monetary system, part icular ly the circula
tion of money. The blood carries all the food 
used by the body and presents i t to al l parts 
of the body, even the remotest and minutest. 
Each cell of each organ is bathed in the abun
dance that the blood contains, and each cell 
takes what is required for its best functioning, 
but not a particle more. 

Now imagine a monetary system according 
to which each citizen could draw upon all the 
funds of the United States! There would i m 
mediately ensue such disorder that parts in the 
region of the banks would burst from conges
tion while remoter parts would die from lack 
of circulation. Accordingly, i f a national 
sharc-the-wealth p a r t y could be put into power 
without conditioning the individual cells to take 
only what they require for their best function
ing, the country would die of heart failure. 

Just what known form of government would 
best represent the Grand Man is hard to say, 
especially since the temper of any government 
is determined by the individuals who make up 
that government. 

The mind may be called a dictator because 
i t dictates all actions of the muscles. The body 
goes where the mind says and performs all the 
agreeable and disagreeable tasks which the 
mind wills. But the mind, at least the con
scious mind, does not dictate the circulation of 
blood nor the distribution of food. These are 
dictated by the needs of the various cells in the 
various organs. There is no regimentation by 
the mind in case of disorder; when any par t of 
the body is injured, every other par t automat
ically supplies what i t can for the remedy. 

A monarchy might do as a mould for the 
Grand Man, providing the monarchy were a 
benevolent one. We have, for instance, the 

K i n g of kings who rules his realm in all per
fection. The examples we see in history, how
ever, indicate that no earthly monarch is wise 
enough and good enough to perform either the 
function of the heart or of the brain as impar
t ia l ly and effectively as these organs do in the 
body. According to Bertrand Russell no indi 
vidual can safely be trusted with power. There 
is a constant tendency on the par t of one to 
abuse power unless i t is controlled by others. 

I n reality there is no sense in wishing for a 
certain form of government, for we have a de
mocracy in our country which no man or group 
of men are going to change in a hurry . Our 
task is to examine the state of perfection or 
imperfection of our government, and then help 
to form a public opinion which tends even 
nearer to the form of government which is de
scribed in the doctrines as the heavenly form, 
consisting of innumerable societies, al l func
tioning in the interest of the whole. The New 
Church can and should develop a definite a t t i 
tude toward a government which is patterned 
after the ideal described in its doctrines. 

To exert a positive and tell ing influence upon 
government, i t is not necessary to form a new 
polit ical p a r t y or to align the church with 
any existing par ty . A much more effective and 
orderly way is to extract from the Writ ings a 
political doctrine and promote that in such a 
way that i t becomes an integral par t of men's 
thinking. The possibility of such procedure is 
demonstrated by the results of the political doc
trines of Montesquieu which to a large extent 
directed the founders of our Constitution; and 
the writings of Adam Smith, which practically 
dominated Br i t i sh and American economic pol i 
cies for at least three generations. 

I f the New Church, besides preaching the 
truths from the W o r d , can rise to the task of 
a practical application of doctrine to world re
form, and inspire its youth with the v i ta l con
viction that all religion has relation to life, 
there wil l rise out of such dynamic force as the 
teachings of Swedenborg are, various special
ists in political science, economics, and sociol
ogy, who wil l have recognition in their specific 
fields, and who wil l definitely influence the shap
ing of a future government, more jus t and be
nevolent than has yet been achieved. 
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The fundamental principles of our Constitu
tion can stand. A division of government into 
branches is in order. The human body is like
wise divided into parts. The system of "checks 
and balances" is also according to the human 
body, for unless the heart were balanced be
tween various sets of nerves, it would either 
pump too fast or it would slow down to ineffi
ciency. A l l other organs of the body are simi
lar ly balanced. 

The p a r t y system might also function i f each 
party represented a certain use which i t sought 
to contribute to the welfare of the whole. Par
ties could then succeed one another according 
to what extent their particular service was 
needed. 

But as parties are constituted at present, i n 
spired by the motive of domination and sec
tional favoritism, they can never add to the 
normal functioning of the national bod}'—and 
we are sick. 

I f everything in our country were running 
smoothly, and i f the masses were prosperous 
and happy, this article would be total ly super
fluous. But as conditions are, i t behooves us 
who have come under the influence of a new dis
pensation, to do our utmost in developing a 
more enlightened public opinion which will re
sult in a normal and satisfactory operation of 
the national body. 

Toward economic welfare, including al^ pro
duction and distribution of natural goods, the 
church must take the same attitude as expressed 
in the Doctrines, i f i t would be consistent. A l l 
capitalists, employers, and laborers must ar
range themselves into one system which serves 
the whole. 

. Such a statement coming from an obscure 
writer may he treated as idle speculation. But 
when uttered by suc h a noted economist as Sir 
George Paish, i t challenges the attention of 
every serious minded person. Sir Paish pictured 
very drastically the confusion which exists 
everywhere in the economic field, and also made 
plain that unless people are willing to cooperate 
they will sink into greater misery than we have 
ever known. 

The confusion is evident in the over-abun
dance of filling stations that greet the traveler 
in every town, some built away out into the 
prairie to beat the others to a sale; and in the 

cities the strings of l i t t le grocery stores strug
gling in competition with each other, each pay
ing its overhead expenses, each duplicating the 
other. Duplication is also true of railways, 
manufacturers, banking, wholesale houses, and 
even of agriculture. Each individual is con
cerned with saving his own life which he wil l 
lose unless he is will ing to lose i t for the wel
fare of al l . There is at present no organiza
tion which even makes an attempt to adjust the 
efforts of men toward an harmonious end. 

The government, to be sure, passes regula
tions which make life in our country possible, 
but since a democracy is dominated by the will 
of the people living in i t , our government is 
torn by individuals and groups who are seeking 
advantages for their own particular constitu
encies apparently oblivious to the effect of local 
preference on the country at large. How eager 
some sections of the country are to hold down 
appropriations in other parts of the country 
was vividly brought home to the writer when he 
was actively interested in promoting a Dust 
Bowl project on the Arkansas River. 

The confused state of affairs in our country 
is not simply attributable to human depravity 
or meanness. Whenever one begins to take 
stock of his acquaintances, he finds most of 
them well meaning, sincere, struggling individ
uals who are interested in their families, the 
schools, the churches, and the welfare of the 
nation in general. The fact is that mechanical 
inventions with consequent production and ex
pansion of industry have far outrun the art of 
organization. We are sti l l t r y i n g to conduct 
and govern a machine age according to horse 
and buggy traditions. 

I t is exactly here where the New Church can 
and should make its contribution. To attempt 
i t from the theological standpoint, however, ex
cept in the churches, would meet with discour
aging rejection. I f , for instance, a teacher were 
to write in a text book for college use a state
ment from the Arcana 6338, "Universal influx 
which proceeds from the L o r d affects this (or
ganization) because i t contains within i t all 
the singulars down to the veriest ones; and i t 
is all these taken together which are the uni
versal influx that reduces into order all tilings 
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in the heavens," he would be immediately re
jected by the learned without further consul
tat ion. 

As a matter of fact, organization of human 
government with al l that this involves, is the 
result of influx, only we cannot use the terms 
God, Lord , or heaven in classroom. I t is 
further true that "unless man's thoughts were 
ordered universally and at the same time singu
lar ly by affections of love, i t would be impos
sible for them to flow rationally and analyt i 
cal ly." 

A statement closely resembling the latter 
statement from Swedenborg is taken from D r . 
Raymond H . Wheeler's The Science of Psy
chology. Speaking of human relationship he 
says, "This commonplace fact is the basis of an 
important principle, namely, that an individ
ual cannot be defined adequately in terms of 
himself alone/' The point of similarity becomes 
clearer in further reading when we find that 
both Swedenborg and D r . Wheeler make plain 
that the human body functions as a unit , and 
that an individual cannot function apart from 
the society in which he is. A pure individualism 
socially is as impossible as detached individual
ism of bodily organs. 

This comparison of Dr . Wheeler and Sweden
borg, and comparisons with others that could 
be listed, might form a point of transition from 

Swedenborg's theological language into lan
guage acceptable in text books and collateral 
works in the fields of political science, economics, 
and sociology. I n these fields our government 
of the next generation is being prepared. I t is 
therefore in these fields that the New-Church 
doctrine ought to be applied. Ought to be ap
plied! I t is going to be applied i f the present 
generation does its duty to inspire the coming 
generation of boys and girls with the ideals that 
open to them those fields of-service where hu
manity is now weakest, and where their religious 
background may have the greatest results. 

A general desire to be scientific has resulted 
in the modern trend to accept only what is vis
ible and measurable. This according to Dr . 
Alexis Carrel, has culminated in the treatment 
of man almost exclusively from the external, 
material point of view, when as a matter of 
fact the greatest part of man is his affectional 
and emotional life which is not subject to the 
modern notion of scientific experiment. The 
social sciences, which are concerned with all 
manner of organization, are definitely headed 
for pure materialism. 

To see this, and the long period of futile con
sequences that must necessarily follow, make 
one's soul ache and cry out for a leadership 
that is dedicated to the spiritual possibilities of 
humankind. 

N i c o d e m u s 
By Adelina Nunez Baker 

TH E story of Nicodemus's interesting visit 
to the L o r d is found in the t h i r d chapter 

of John. There i t is stated that Nicodemus 
was a Pharisee and a ruler of the Jews and 
that he "came to Jesus by night and said unto 
him, Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher 
come from God: for no man can do these mir 
acles that thou doest, except God be with h im." 
And Jesus answered: "Veri ly , verily, I say unto 
thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot 
see the kingdom of God." 

A t first sight, the Lord's answer to Nico
demus's remarks seems to be completely irrele
vant. There seems to exist no connection be

tween the remarks made by Nicodemus and the 
Lord's answer. 

However, when we consider that Nicodemus 
was a Pharisee and a ruler of the Jews and 
that he came by night, i t is evident that Nico
demus is symbolic of the corporeal nature of 
man and in a broader sense, he symbolizes the 
whole Jewish nation. Viewed from this stand 
point, the Lord's answer is extremely pertinent, 
as He reveals to the corporeal man that " E x 
cept a man be born again, he cannot see the 
kingdom of God." 

The extent to which Nicodemus was cor-
poreal, is plainly discernible in his reference to 
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miracles, which demonstrates that he saw only 
effects and not causes, not being able to raise 
himself above the purely corporeal, a fact which 
is further proved by his remark, "How can a 
man be born when he is old? can he enter the 
second time into his mother's womb, and be 
born?" His blindness with regard to spiritual 
things was p i t i f u l and explains why he came 
to see Jesus by night. He was completely in 
the dark. 

Jesus was plainly speaking to the corporeal 
man and telling him how he could be regener
ated. A l l the Lord's statements in the subse
quent verses up to and including the twenty-
first verse, refer to man's regeneration and to 
his salvation by the L o r d . 

Nicodemus, being purely corporeal, simply 
remarked: "How can these things be?" And 
Jesus answered: " A r t thou a master of Israel, 
and knowest not these things? Verily, verily, I 
say unto thee, We speak that we know, and 
testify that we have seen; and ye receive not 
our witness. I f I have told }'ou earthly things 
and ye believe not, how shall ye believe if I 
tell you heavenly things? And no man hath 
ascended up to heaven, but he came down from 
heaven, even the Son of man which is in 
heaven." 

The corporeal man is in the dark. He can
not understand. He is in the wilderness. He 
suffers from the bites of serpents, as the Jews 
did in the wilderness and for that reason the 
L o r d adds: " A n d as Moses li fted up the ser
pent in the wilderness, even so must the Son 
of man be lifted u p ; that whosoever believeth 
in him should not perish, but have eternal life. 
For God so loved the world that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 
him should not perish, but have everlasting 
l i fe . " 

That the corporeal can be saved through re
generation is expressed by the L o r d : " F o r God 
sent not his Son into the world to condemn the 
world, but that the world through him might 
be saved. He that believeth on him is not con
demned ; but he that believeth not is condemned 
already, because he hath not believed in the 
name of the only begotten Son of God. And 
this is the condemnation that l ight is come into 
the world, and men loved darkness rather than 

l ight , because their deeds were evil. For every 
one that doeth evil hateth the l ight , neither 
cometh to the l ight , lest his deeds should he 
reproved. But he that doeth t r u t h cometh to 
the l ight , that his deeds may be made mani
fest, that they are wrought in God." 

The Lord's reference to deeds done in the 
l ight , and that they are wrought in God, clearly 
demonstrates why Nicodemus or the corporeal 
comes to Jesus by night. The corporeal is l iv 
ing in the darkness. I t only sees by the five 
senses and is l iterally in the dark with regard 
to spir itual things. Therefore Nicodemus 
could not understand the Lord's words. 

Such lack of comprehension is characteristic 
of the corporeal. And unless i t be made to 
look upon the serpent in the wilderness l i fted 
up by Moses, i t dies of the poison slyly injected 
into its system by the five senses. We all have 
a Nicodemus within us. He comes to Jesus by 
night. He speaks in rather a stupid fashion 
plainly showing his ignorance. But the fact 
of his visit to Jesus and his reference to His 
"miracles" as coming from God, shows that 
he is groping for the l ight . And Jesus says: 
"Except a man be born again, he cannot see 
the kingdom of God." And the kingdom of 
God is the l ight . 

Highways and Byways 
By C . S. C . 

Church Windows 
Church windows—how much they mean to 

us! The hurricane of September 21st broke 
par t of the beautiful window over the door of 
our church—portraying Christ, the Good Shep
herd. For weeks afterward, during repairs, 
this was boarded over. I am sure that many 
another besides myself missed this stained-glass 
window—one that must have given to 'many a 
passer-by something of strength, comfort, and 
renewed trust . Every time I go by our church 
I look up at that window by force of habit. 
Alas, when i t was boarded over, our church was 
like a plain face—with no beautiful eyes to i l l u 
minate i t ! 

I n Boston not long ago I visited the Morgan 
Memorial Church of A l l Nations. I was told 
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that in this church, situated in a section of a 
big c ity where poverty and need abound, four 
distinct congregations — American, Assyrian, 
I ta l i an , and Negro worship. People of many 
other nationalities j o in in the congregations 
that gather here. The lady who took me about 
in this unique church told me interesting things 
about the beautiful stained-glass window over 
the altar. The central figure, St. Francis of 
Assisi, friend of the poor, stands near the Tree 
of Li fe , as i f to guide thither the rich, bearing 
their gifts, and the poor, people of many races, 
al l seeking l ight and life. From week to week 
and year to year this window throws its tender 

* l ight into the hearts and minds of those who 
worship here. Who can doubt that i t helps to 
make less hard and sordid the lives of the men, 
women, and children who gather here! 

Last summer in the New York Herald Tri
bune of Jul} ' 4, I read an article about a lady 
who had been making stained-glass windows for 
t h i r t y years—Miss Jessie Van Brunt of Brook
lyn , New York . The writer of this article, 
Emma Bugbee, tells how Miss Van B r u n t makes 
her windows as "a labor of love," and has pre
sented them to churches as far away as Alaska, 
Labrador, and New Zealand. The L i t t l e Church 
Around the Corner in New York City has six 
of this artist 's windows. "One of them is near 
the bride's a l tar , " Miss Bugbee tells us, and 
bears tlje inscription, "He careth for you every
where." She quotes Miss Van Brunt as saying, 
"So many brides are scared to death when they 
are being married, I thought i t would be nice 
to comfort them a l i t t l e . " 

* * • 
Of William Blake and of Swedenborg 

A t the Boston Book Fair , held at the Boston 
Public L i b r a r y , November 13-19, I had an i n 
teresting glimpse of a fascinating book entitled, 
" W i l l i a m Blake's Circle of Destiny," by Mi l ton 
O. Percival. (Columbia University Press, 
1938.) The book contained copies of the paint 
ings or engravings of Wi l l iam Blake, poet and 
art ist . Knowing that Blake was influenced by 
Swedenborg's teachings, I turned to the index 
to see i f I could find the name of the latter . 
Here I found many references under the name 
"Swedenborg" — over t h i r t y by hasty count. 
Time allowed for only a glance at one of these 

—on page 13 of this book, a reference to "the 
Grand Man of Swedenborg." I hope to make 
the acquaintance of this book later. 

A t the Book Fa ir also I picked up a list of 
the "Everyman's L i b r a r y , " E. P. Dutton & Co., 
Inc., Publishers, New York . This includes, 
among the books starred as "the 150 most pop
ular t it les ," Swedenborg's Divine Love and Wis
dom. Three other books of Swedenborg's are 
included in the "Everyman's L i b r a r y " : Heaven 
and Hell, The Divine Providence, and True 
Christian Religion. (New, unabridged trans
lation by F . Bayley.) How good to know that 
certain of Swedenborg's books, in attractive, 
readable form, are being read and r e - r e a d -
nearly two hundred and fifty-one years after 
his b i r t h ! 

* » * 

"Go Ye Into All the World" 
Plenty of dark spots up and down the earth 

this Christmas Season—1938! Yes, but let us 
remember some of the help, comfort, and hope 
that are being brought—even to these dark 
spots ! Down in the mountains of western Ken
tucky, with headquarters at Wendover, Leslie 
County, the Frontier Nursing Service is doing 
a splendid service under the direction of Mrs . 
Mary Breckenridge, R .N . , L L . D . , and her de
voted assistants. Aside from the daily service 
given by the nurses, a social worker, the hos
pi ta l staff at Hyden, and the different as-U 
tants, a special labor of love is carried on each 
Christmas. From about the middle of Novem
ber t i l l the end of the first week in January 
the "Christmas Secretary," a volunteer worker, 
is kept busy, with the sorting and distribution 
of toys and clothing to 5,000 children in cer
tain mountain districts. These gifts are sent 
to the Frontier Nursing Service by people in 
different parts of our country. Any one who 
has ever seen those shacks of the southern 
mountains—often one-room shacks with only a 
loft for spare room—anyone who has ever had 
contact with boys and girls l iving in those iso
lated districts, and known their eagerness for 
"book learning," wi l l rejoice to think of the 
young and old hearts made happy this Christ
mas through the work of the Frontier Nursing 
Service. 

We like to remember this Christmas also the 
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relief work of the Quakers or the Society of 
Friends for non-combatants in Spain—both on 
the Government and on the Nationalist side 
(the service of the Friends is str ict ly impar
t i a l ) . M r . John W r i g h t , speaking at the 
Quaker meeting house in Longfellow Park, 
Cambridge, October 29th, said, "The American 
group and the Brit ish Quakers working in co
operation represent the largest impart ial relief 
effort in Spain," (Boston Transcript, October 
29th) . The Friends are also giving relief in 
China and to refugees in Europe. 

Over in Madras, India , this December is 
gathering the W o r l d Conference of Missions, 
with 450 representatives of Christian faiths, 
under the auspices of the International Mis
sionary Council. The Rev. Hi lda L . Ives is to 
represent at this conference "both the rura l 
churches of the United States and women in 
the ministry . " We shall await eagerly the re
sults of this conference in far-away India. 

T h e Poor Family at Bethany 
By Charles W . Morse 

TH E R E was nothing Christ said, did, or de
scribed that did not signify something of 

spiritual importance. Lazarus and his two 
sisters represented the wretched spir itual pov
erty of the Gentile world amid untold spir itual 
riches possessed by a wicked priesthood. The 
rabbis were so apprehensive of the common 
people seeing anything of the W o r d of God in 
the Old Testament, that they cautiously 
guarded i t from their view, as a miser does with 
his gold. The spiritually poor had to be con
tent with picking up a few crumbs of the L iv ing 
Bread from the table of Dives tire rich world
l ing. 

Remembering that " W i t h o u t parable spake 
He not unto them" any man of ordinary intel
ligence should be able to see that , i f the nar
rative concerning the family at Bethany merely 
signified nothing more than a sick man and a 
poor family, its recital would be of no conse
quence whatever. The raising of Lazarus from 
death to life signifies one of the greatest events 
in history. I t typifies the Gentiles who were to 
displace the Jews as the custodians of the rich 

treasures of the Hoi } ' Bible. We Christians 
are Lazarus. When the L o r d called Lazarus 
from the tomb bound hand and foot with grave 
clothes, He said to his disciples, "Loose him 
and let him go." 

Now spir itual garments clothe the spiritual 
body just as material clothing invests the 
natural body. The W o r d of God is rich cloth
ing, meat, drink, and everything that nourishes 
the fa i thfu l Christian after he passes into the 
spir itual world. T h a t there is spir itual cloth
ing from the perverted and profaned W o r d of 
God—rags and tatters of the falsity of evil. 

The gorgeous temples of the Gentiles were 
"adorned with gold, silver and precious stones. 
Their priests, in their rites and ceremonies, 
were, like the rabbis of the Jews in their cere
monies, robed in purple and fine linen. The 
whole show was a spectacular theatrical per
formance to strike the poor ignorant worship
pers with awe and astonishment. There was no 
real religion in i t . How is i t possible for fallen 
man to realize the wretched poverty of his 
eternal soul amid such glamour and artif icial 
show! These were the grave clothes the Gen
tiles were to be divested of to become Chris
tians : "Loose him, and let him go." 

Now if i t be objected, as an uncharitable 
remark, to say there was no real religion in the 
ceremonials of the Gentiles, let me direct you 
to what Sir Monier Williams says of Hinduism: 
"Hinduism has something to offer which is 
suited to all minds. Nay, i t holds out the r ight 
hand of brotherhood to nature-worshippers, 
demon-worshippers, tree-worshippers, fetish-
worshippers. I t does not scruple to permit the 
most grotesque forms of idolatry, and the most 
degrading varieties of superstition." Another 
writer says, "Siva is the Bacchus of the H i n 
doos ; and, uifder the form of an image called 
L ingu , is worshipped in a manner more inde
cent and gross, and brutal than i t is possible 
to describe." Yet they are the Lord's children. 
Jesus did not weep because of the death of one 
man. His all-seeing eye beheld the wretched 
spir itual poverty of the whole world as one sick 
Lazarus, and we Christians are only a small 
portion of the Gentiles signified by Lazarus. 
The gods of our forefathers were no better than 
the gods of the Hindus. Thor and Odin, fierce 
and stern and glorying in battle, could hold 
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Christianity when i t came to them, more val i 
antly than if i t had come to a people born under 
a hot sun and enervated by langour. But i t 
may be that our brothers, bathed in the fierce 
sunlight of the East, may have warmer hearts 
to accept Christianity with fervor when i t comes 
to them than by those chilled with the frosts of 
the N o r t h . 

Having described the grave clothes from 
which Lazarus was to be freed, let us endeavor 
to understand what is meant by his death and 
burial . Lazarus indicated the perverted intel
lectual principle, which must be dissipated in 
what is signified by the grave, to awake with a 
purified intellect free from the falsities of evil. 
As none of us will rise from the grave with our 
natural bodies, the grave of Lazarus evidently 
signifies the sinful body of man. The unregen-
erate man is likened to a whited sepulchre full 
of the bones of the dead. Swedenborg says, 
" W i t h everyone who is being reformed and 
made spir i tual , what is dead in him is as i t 
were buried, and what is new, that is, what is 
alive, rises again." But an intellect devoid of 
the affection of good remains dead. The good 
affections of the reformed Lazarus arc signified 
by his two sisters. M a r y signifies the spir itual 
affection of love and Martha the natural affec
tion of love. Both are loved by the Lord . 
Thousands of Christian men and women who 
arc more busied with natural affairs than with 
spiritual matters, are saved, i f they t r u l y love 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Experiences T h a t Make 
Colportage a Joy 

TO those who have not tried i t , the work of 
the colporteur may appear to be only a 

self-sacrifice and d u t y ; but to those who are 
in i t there come from time to time flashes of 
light and experiences of delight that make the 
work of the colporteur an occupation of heaven. 

Such an experience came to me last week. 
A lady called me over the telephone. Would 
I bring her three of Swedenborg's Divine Provi
dence, one Heaven and Hell, the Apocalypse 
Revealed, and she continued but I stopped her; 
for her voice was strange to me. "Who is this 

that wants to read the Apocalypse Revealed," 
I asked myself—though actually called for her 
name. " I am Mrs. Weaver" she replied, "and 
the Swedenborg Foundation has referred me to 
you. " 

I received her address and went to sec her. 
A cripple for life, making her way through life 
on a wheel chair, and determined (now that she 
had found the " L i g h t " ) to preach this teaching 
to every one going in and out of her house— 
using in addition her telephone and the p r i v i 
lege of the mails. No, not a religious fanatic, 
but a robust well-balanced mind and a dynamic 
personality; eyes sparkling with vigor and the 
love of the t r u t h that had come to her door. 

" B u t , " said I , "Where did you get this 
teaching?" She picked up a book, a missionary 
edition of the Divine Providence, and said, "a 
barber gave this to me about a year ago, and 
I have read i t through several times before I 
wrote to the Swedenborg Foundation." "The 
barber thought," she continued, " t h a t i t was 
a hook on spiritualism. Besides, i t was too 
deep for him and so wanted me to read i t . " The 
next day I went to see this barber, and he told 
me that he had received the book from M r . 
Oaks who lives in another par t of the city. 
I said, where did M r . Oaks get i t from. "Wel l , 
M r . Oaks received the book from a man at the 
door about four or five years ago, who because 
he was on the P W A gave him the book free of 
charge.'' How interesting, I thought. The book 
Divine Providence going through three hands 
and into the fourth where i t found a lodging 
place; i.e., The Seed blown about from one 
plot of ground to another unt i l i t found the 
soil wherein i t might grow! 

As a boy on the farm I was told that the 
seed of wild oats might lie in the ground for 
seven years and then come up i f the prairies 
were ploughed. How true that is, I do not 
know; but here is a "seed" that lay in waiting 
for five v'ears and is only now taking root ! 

An isolated experience? Not at a l l ! I n the 
near future, the readers of the M E S S E N G E R 

should be reading an article, given at the K a n 
sas Association, by one whose brother picked 
up Heaven and Hell on the curbing of an alley. 
I t is experiences like this that encourage the 
colporteur. I S A A C G. E N S . 
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" I W o n d e r V 

L A S T week we read of a remark made by a 
small boy to his mother. " I wonder," 

he said, "how God keeps all the stars in their 
places." Probably there never has been any 
intelligent boy or g i r l who has not wondered 
about that same thing. We know that for 
many thousands of years the wisest men in the 
world were puzzled over the same question. 
Nearly three hundred years ago a man was born 
who told the world the answer to that question. 
He was Sir Isaac Newton. To-day we know 
that the L o r d keeps the stars in their places 
by the laws of gravitat ion, attraction and re
pulsion. 

But even the wisest men do not know all 
about i t . They sti l l wonder. This world of 
ours travels round the sun at the rate of about 
a million and a half miles a day. A t the 
end of the year i t has' traveled between five 
and six hundred million miles without losing 
a fraction of a second. And there are millions 
of worlds doing the same sort of thing. When 
we think of the Almighty Power that governs 
all this cosmic mechanism, we are moved to 
wonder and to awe. We call that power, the 
Divine Wisdom. 

We know of something even greater than 
that—the love that flows from God. The L o r d 
is much more concerned with the welfare of 
all His children than He is with the movements 
of the stars. He cares more for boj's and girls 
and men and women than he does for suns and 
planets, comets and moons. 

That sounds rather extravagant, but i t is 
perfectly true. Let me tell you why. The 

suns and planets obey the L o r d . They travel 
along the paths He marks out for them. But 
they never make the slightest response to H i m . 
They are not alive. They cannot know their 
creator. 

But human beings can know the L o r d ; they 
can not only obey H i m but learn to love H i m . 
On Thanksgiving Day throughout the land the 
people thank H i m for His many mercies. The 
suns and planets cannot express thanks. 

Many of us do not wonder at the stars as 
much as we wonder at the Lord's never-failing 
love to us. He gives us all that we possess 
and enjoy. Food and clothes, homes and books, 
education, loving friends, and all the blessed 
things of life. 

We wonder, too, at the mysterious marvels 
of our own bodies and brains, at the fact that 
we can think, at the power we have to love. 

Each individual of you is greater than the 
biggest star. Men of science tel l us that our 
sun is probably 200 million j'ears old. Perhaps 
in another 200 million years i t wi l l be dead and 
cold. I ts place will have been taken by another 
sun. But when that time comes, you and I 
wil l st i l l be living in the heavenly mansions of 
the king. Because you can think, because you 
can love, and because you have an immortal 
soul, you are dearer to God than all the stars, 
more precious than all the worlds. 

Here is something at which to wonder. The 
L o r d who controls the starry universe spends 
more love on a l i t t le child than on a solar sys
tem. 

We should do something more than wonder. 
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C h r i s t m a s W i l l S o o n B e H e r e 
W i t h the approach of the Christmas season you wil l be faced with the problem of finding 

suitable presents for your friends. A year's subscription to 

T H E N E W - C H U R C H M E S S E N G E R 

makes an inspiring g i f t that reminds your, friend of your kindness fifty-two times a year. 

Send three dollars and the name of a friend to 

T H E N E W - C H U R C H P R E S S 

We wil l do the rest. Do i t now. 

We should learn to love H i m . We should seek 
to obey H i m , remembering His great command
ments. "Thou shalt love the L o r d thy God 
with all thy heart and with all thy soul and 
with all thy might , " and " T h o u shalt love thy 
neighbor as thyself." 

A Message From Heaven 
From a very small church beside the water's 

Gage, let this memorial church go f or th this Re
membrance Day. I t comes f rom our L o r d and 
Saviour: from the heavens not far away. 

t 
Peace: Good w i l l to all nations, to a l l tongues, 

to a l l tribes, to a l l dictators, whether they be 
great or small. Le t them know that the L o r d 
loveth them a l l , one and a l l . 

W i l l ye not hearken unto the cal l , ye kindred 
of the earth ? For wi th arms outstretched, and 
wi th an iron N rod, tempered wi th mercy, He w i l l 
rule. . . 

t 
Signed: L . E R I C W E T H E Y , 

F . W . J . D O W D E N , 
Of the " N e w " Church. 

Swedenborg Inst i tute 
Montreal . 

Tibetan Echoes of the Ancient Word 
Alexandra David-Neel , a courageous explorer 

and recognized Lady-lama in Tibet , in her hook, 
" W i t h Mystics and Magicians in T i b e t " (Penguin 
Books) has this to say on page 222: 

" I have heard a learned lama maintain that the 
bold theories regarding complete intellectual free
dom and the enfranchisement from al l rules what
ever, which are expounded by the most advanced 
adepts of the 'Short Path ' are the fa int echoes 
of teachings that existed from time immemorial i n 
Central and Northern Asia. . . . Behind these 

absurd extravagances there are elements of knowl 
edge regarding old tradit ions, forgotten history, 
and the handling of psychic forces to be gleaned. 
B u t in these circles, as elsewhere in Tibet , the 
great difficulty is to gain a foot ing . " 

W. 

Personalia 
November 2 6 , 1938, was a memorable day for 

M r . and M r s . Charles Carrol l Cobb, of Evanston, 
I l l ino i s , prominent members of the Chicago Church 
of the New Jerusalem ("Swedenborgian") and as
sociated wi th both the Sheridan Road and the 
Kenwood Parishes. M r . Cobb was seventy-six 
years old and his granddaughter, Carolyn Cobb 
Clark, was ten years old on that date. A s t i l l 
more important occasion, however, was last Ju ly 
5 , this year, when a dinner was given by relatives 
to M r . and M r s . Cobb in honor of their Golden 
Wedding Anniversary. 

M r . Cobb is a member of the "Massachusetts 
Cobbs" and a brother, Edward Cobb, now lives 
in Boston. Another brother, C. J . Cobb, is an 
official of the Chicago Sheridan Road Parish. 
Two other brothers, D r . Joseph Pettee Cobb, 
well -known as a homeopathic physician in Chicago 
and for many years active in the affairs of the 
Church there, and W i l l i a m W. Cobb, organist, 
have passed into the spir i tual wor ld . 

The Evanston Weekly reported the Golden Wed
ding celebration and stated: 

" M r . C o b b w a s g r a d u a t e d f r o m W i l l i a m s Col lege i n 
1885 a n d began t e a c h i n g the f o l l o w i n g y e a r i n a p r i v a t e 
school in C h i c a g o , w h i l e at the s a m e t i m e he completed 
w o r k for his m a s t e r ' s degree a t N o r t h w e s t e r n . H e 
t a u g h t f r o m 1904 to 1908 in a C h i c a g o high school , a n d 
then j o i n e d the f a c u l t y of the e l e m e n t a r y school s y s t e m 
as a p r i n c i p a l . A t the t ime o f his r e t i r e m e n t i n 1933 he 
w a s p r i n c i p a l of the W a t e r s school . 

" M r s . C o b b , l i k e w i s e , w a s a t e a c h e r u n t i l she g a v e u p 
h e r c a r e e r in f a v o r o f m a r r i a g e . She w a s g r a d u a t e d 
f r o m B r i d g e w a t e r , M a s s . , S t a t e N o r m a l Col lege in 1882 
a n d t a u g h t for six y e a r s i n M a s s a c h u s e t t s schools . " 

There was "a gathering of the c lan" more espe
cial ly notable by the presence of the children and 
grandchildren. 
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From Our Readers 
T H E N E W - C H U R C H MESSENGER 

Dear M r . E d i t o r : 
I would like to add a word to Walter B. M u r 

ray's article in the MESSENGER of November 9th 
regarding Missionary Methods. 

Being brought up and born in the Church there 
was no question about accepting the teachings, for 
when compared with the teachings of the Old 
Church they seemed to me inf initely more rational . 
So I have wondered why the Church insists on 
an approach to strangers through the scientific 
attainments of Swedenborg. This would not i n 
fluence me. Who would th ink of gaging the 
value of the Ten Commandments by scientific a t 
tainments of Moses. I would rather take a s t r i k 
ing prophecy and saw, " T h i s day is the scripture 
ful f i l led in your ears," Luke iv. 21 . We a l l remem
ber the response to these words. Then give the 
sp i r i tua l interpretation. A n enlargement of this 
could form a pamphlet perhaps wi th the t i t l e , 
" T h e Book of Revelations the Charter of the 
Church of Promise." I t might he i l lustrated, por
t ray ing some of the visions, say a golden picture 
of the New Jerusalem descending to earth w i t h 
an explanation below. I th ink something like 
this would appeal to people, the common people 
might hear i t g ladly, they need something to 
attract their attent ion; then i t w i l l be the t r u t h 
that w i l l make them free. Such a pamphlet could 
be distributed at the New York World 's Fair . 

J . M . 

Storm Heaven W i t h Prayer 
B y M U R I E L L E S T E R 

To-day we might expect release from tension, 
cessation of anxiety, i f a l l round the wor ld Chris
tians were to be persistent in prayer. As they 
walked to office or factory, as they ascended or 
descended in l i f t s or on staircases, they might visu
alize the world's need of peace, and make a clear 
picture of at least one way of satisfying i t . 
Whether i t were H i t l e r or I i e n l e i n , Chamberlain 
or H a l i f a x , Stalin or Mussol ini , who seemed to 
us the most dangerous figure on the European 
stage, we could keep that one clear in our mind's 
eye. We could make an imaginary picture of him 
alone, pondering, hesitating, holding a pen i n his 
hand, gett ing up from his chair, pacing up and 
down. He has only to sign his name on the paper 
spread out before him and incendiary bombs wreck 
a mi l l ion homes. Pride, despair, patriot ism or 
ambition may be dragging at his w i l l . He may 
at last be driven by sheer weariness to sign his 
name. B u t we see beside h im, w i t h i n h i m , around 
h i m , God, the " F r i e n d of the Soul of M a n , " as 

the Indians in America call h im. God knows this 
man of destiny, understands his weakness and his 
power, his needs and his possibilities. As we 
awake i n the morning, in the middle of the night , 
and whenever our mind is free, we can accustom 
ourselves to this terrific drama. I t is being en
acted. *" We can t r y to keep in close touch with the 
" F r i e n d of the Soul of M a n " so that we may, as 
i t were, make a canal between him and the one 
we pray for . 

"Come, let us storm heaven wi th our prayers." 
— F r o m Metropolitan Church Life. 

CHRISTMAS SEALS 

Help to ProtectYour 
Home from Tuberculosis 

NEWS OF THE CHURCH 
B A L T I M O R E , M D . 

O n S u n d a y , D e c e m b e r 18th, there w i l l be the a n n u a l 
C h r i s t m a s p a g e a n t at the c h u r c h , at four o'clock. A f t e r 
the p a g e a n t t e a w i l l be s e r v e d in the S u n d a y - s c h o o l 
rooms. T h e L e a g u e m e m b e r s w i l l a c t as host , a n d extend 
a c o r d i a l i n v i t a t i o n to a l l m e m b e r s a n d f r i e n d s o f the 
S o c i e t y . 

T h e S u n d a y - s c h o o l w i l l p r e s e n t " H a n s e l a n d G r e t e l " 
on W e d n e s d a y e v e n i n g , D e c e m b e r 28th, at eight o 'clock. 
T h e col lect ion w i l l go for c h a r i t y . 

" J e s u s at N a z a r e t h " is the topic of the p a s t o r ' s s e r m o n 
for S u n d a y , D e c e m b e r 1 8 t h ; a n d on C h r i s t m a s S u n d a y 
he w i l l p r e a c h on " T h e L i g h t at B e t h l e h e m . " 

S A N F R A N C I S C O , C A L I F . 
T h e G o l d e n G a t e L e a g u e invites its f r i e n d s to a p o t -

l u c k s u p p e r on S a t u r d a y e v e n i n g , D e c e m b e r 17th, at 
6:00 P . M . , a n d to a C h r i s t m a s p a g e a n t a f t e r w a r d w h i c h 
the m e m b e r s of the S u n d a y - s c h o o l w i l l p u t on. F o l l o w 
ing the p a g e a n t , there w i l l be a n e n t e r t a i n m e n t b y the 
I -cague. 

I n both the B e r k e l e y a n d S a n F r a n c i s c o c h u r c h e s there 
w i l l be fest ive C h r i s t m a s s e r v i c e s on C h r i s t m a s S u n d a y . 
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T h e S a n F r a n c i s c o S u n d a y - s c h o o l w i l l have its C h r i s t 
m a s p a r t y on the F r i d a y p r e c e d i n g C h r i s t m a s . S l i d e s 
f r o m the H o l y L a n d w i l l be s h o w n ; C h r i s t m a s c a r o l s 
w i l l be s u n g , a n d gi f ts w i l l be d i s t r i b u t e d . 

'Fhe f o l l o w i n g items w i l l be exhibi ted i n the T e m p l e of 
R e l i g i o n d u r i n g the G o l d e n G a t e I n t e r n a t i o n a l E x p o s i 
t i o n : 1. A L a t i n o r i g i n a l . 2. A first A m e r i c a n t r a n s l a 
t ion . 3. A p r i n t w i t h S w e d e n b o r g ' s p o r t r a i t , a l l w i t h 
p r o p e r e x p l a n a t i o n s . T h e s e w i l l be s h o w n i n the E x h i b 
its sect ion . O t h e r p l a n s inc lude a p r o g r a m d u r i n g the 
c o m i n g A s s o c i a t i o n m e e t i n g in S e p t e m b e r , 1939, a d i r e c 
t o r y on the g r o u n d s w i t h the a d d r e s s e s o f the c h u r c h e s , 
a n d poss ib ly space for s e l l i n g the p u b l i c a t i o n s of our 
C h u r c h . A l i t t le p a m p h l e t d e s c r i b i n g the h i s t o r y of the 
S a n F r a n c i s c o C h u r c h a n d the s p i r i t u a l p r i n c i p l e s a n d 
a i m s of the N e w C h u r c h would be v e r y v a l u a b l e . 

B R I D G E W A T E R , M A S S . 

T h e v a r i o u s organizat ions of the B r i d g e w a t e r N e w 
C h u r c h have h a d f u l l a n d i n t e r e s t i n g p r o g r a m s . T h e 
L a d i e s ' S e w i n g C i r c l e is c o n t i n u i n g the D a i l y R e a d i n g 
C h a r t s t u d y in its devot ional p r o g r a m , a n d lias h a d 
s e v e r a l luncheons a n d an i l l u s t r a t e d t r a v e l t a l k b y 
A t t o r n e y J o s e p h W . K e i t h . 

T h e Y o u n g P e o p l e ' s L e a g u e hold r e g u l a r meet ings 
on S u n d a y evenings , a n d have had s e v e r a l social eve 
nings . T h e i r a n n u a l d r a m a t i c e v e n i n g p r o v i d e d f u n d s 
to p a y t h e i r N a t i o n a l L e a g u e dues . I n a d d i t i o n to m a 
t e r i a l p r o v i d e d by the N a t i o n a l Y o u n g P e o p l e ' s L e a g u e , 
they a r e s t u d y i n g the L o r d ' s p a r a b l e s . 

T h e S t u d y G r o u p is f o l l o w i n g a p r o g r a m o u t l i n e d b y 
the P r o g r a m C o m m i t t e e , u n d e r the l e a d e r s h i p of the 
P r e s i d e n t , M r . R o b e r t I c e l a n d . I t s C h r i s t m a s p a r t y w i l l 
be held at the home of the P r e s i d e n t . 

T h e S e r v i n g C i r c l e of T h e K i n g ' s D a u g h t e r s is m a k i n g 
a s t u d y o f " W o m e n o f the B i b l e , " in a d d i t i o n to s e l e c 
tions f r o m T h e S i l v e r C r o s s . T h e m e m b e r s have h e l d 
a r u m m a g e sa le a n d have p r e s e n t e d two o n e - a c t p l a y s . 

A l l g r o u p s have a s s i s t e d in the S u n d a y - s c h o o l , the 
c h o i r , the C h a n c e l G u i l d , a n d in p r o v i d i n g a n u m b e r of 
wel l - f i l led T h a n k s g i v i n g b a s k e t s for d i s t r i b u t i o n . I n a d 
dit ion to the r e g u l a r c h u r c h s e r v i c e s , M r . K u c n z l i 
p r e a c h e d the s e r m o n at the M a n s f i e l d U n i o n T h a n k s 
g i v i n g s e r v i c e W e d n e s d a y e v e n i n g , ass i s ted in the 
B r i d g e w a t e r T h a n k s g i v i n g s e r v i c e on T h u r s d a y m o r n i n g , 
a n d a S u n d a y evening s e r v i c e a t the Methodis t C h u r c h 
on D e c e m b e r 11th. 

C H I C A G O ( K E N W O O D ) 

A t the r e g u l a r m e e t i n g of the L e a g u e , held on S u n d a y 
e v e n i n g , D e c e m b e r 1th, the R e v . P e r c y B i l l i n g s a d 
d r e s s e d the m e m b e r s on the s u b j e c t of the o r i g i n o f 
c h u r c h s e r v i c e s . 

B O S T O N 
T h e r e w i l l be a c a n d l e l i g h t v e s p e r s e r v i c e , u n d e r the 

a u s p i c e s of the Y o u n g P e o p l e ' s A s s o c i a t i o n , on S u n d a y , 
D e c e m b e r 18th, a t 4:00 P . M . 

O n D e c e m b e r 24th the S u n d a y - s c h o o l C h r i s t m a s E v e 
p a r t y w i l l t a k e p l a c e : s p e c i a l s e r v i c e in the c h u r c h at 
4 :30 ; s u p p e r at 6:00, fol lowed by i l l u m i n a t i o n of the 
t r e e a n d offering of g i f ts for the N o r t h C a m b r i d g e 
C h u r c h . 

O n C h r i s t m a s S u n d a y the m e m b e r s of the S u n d a y -
school w i l l t a k e p a r t in the m o r n i n g w o r s h i p ; a n d an 
o p p o r t u n i t y w i l l he m a d e for b a p t i s m s in the c o u r s e of 
this serv ice . 

C A M B R I D G E , M A S S . 
A t five o'clock on S u n d a y , D e c e m b e r 11th an i n f o r m a l 

R o u n d T a b l e m e e t i n g w a s held a t 48 Q u i n c y S t r e e t . A t 
6:15 it a d j o u r n e d for a l ight s u p p e r a n d social h o u r . 
T h e next R o u n d T a b l e m e e t i n g is sche dule d for D e c e m 
b e r 18th at the s a m e h o u r . T h e s u b j e c t of the e v e n i n g 
of the 11th w a s " G o d - C r e a t o r " a n d for the 18th " G o d -
S a v i o u r " w i l l he the s u b j e c t for d i s c u s s i o n . 

T h e second m e e t i n g of the season o f the H a l f H o u r 
C l u b w a s held on T u e s d a y , D e c e m b e r 13th, at 48 Q u i n c y 
S t r e e t , w i t h M r s . W i l l i a m V . Moses a n d M i s s L o u i s e M . 
F o b c s . S u b j e c t : " R a c h a e l C r o t h c r s . " 

C A L E N D A R 

S a t u r d a y , D e c e m b e r 24. 
Christmas Eve Vespers, and Children's Service. 

Process ional h y m n , M a g . 142 : " H a r k , the skies 
w i t h music s o u n d . " ( A l s o H o s a n n a , p. 37 . ) 

O p e n i n g Sentences and P r a y e r s of the E v e n i n g 
S e r v i c e . 

P r o p e r P s a l m s , 110, 111, 132, w i t h Doxology after 
each. 

G o s p e l ( rec i ted b y the c h i l d r e n , s t a n d i n g on the 
chancel s teps , in unison with the minister ' s 
r e a d i n g ) . L u k e i i . 1-20. 
" M y soul doth m a g n i f y the L o r d . " 1?. W . , p. 
16. " 

A l l recite the F a i t h , and kneel in the c losing p r a y 
ers of the E v e n i n g S e r v i c e . T h e n may follow 
the l ight ing of the tree, the chi ldren ' s carols 
a n d recitat ions , the distribution of gifts a n d 
the R e c e s s i o n a l h y m n — " L i t t l e c h i l d r e n , can 
y o u t e l l ? " H o s a n n a , p. 51. 

D e c e m b e r 25. 
Christmas Day, Morning Service, 7cith the 

Holy Co m m un ion 
H y m n 1 4 1 : " O come, a l l ye f a i t h f u l . " 
S e l . 2 6 5 : " R e j o i c e g r e a t l y . " 
P r o p e r P s a l m s , 2, 19, 4 5 , 85 , sung , w i t h Doxology 

after each. 
L e s s o n I . I s a i a h v i i . 10-16. 
Responsive S e r v i c e X I I . T h e I n c a r n a t i o n . 
L e s s o n I I . J o h n i . 1-14. 
G l o r i a , B e n e d i c t u s , to fest ival sett ing, and F a i t h , 

sung , as in Magni f icat 777 , or other sett ings . 
H y m n 144 : " H a r k , the hera ld angels s i n g . " 
Offertory , with R e s p o n s e s , B . W . , p . 555 a n d 557, 

with " S p e c i a l T h a n k s g i v i n g at C h r i s t m a s 
t i m e " and ante -Communion p r a y e r " f o r the 
whole estate of the L o r d ' s church throughout 
the w o r l d . " 

H y m n 4 3 0 : " S i o n , to thy S a v i o u r s i n g i n g , " fo l 
lowed by the H o l y Communion. 

P E R R Y 
K I N D E R G A R T E N N O R M A L 

S C H O O L 
F i e l d 1. A three-year course preparing 

high-school graduates for nursery school, 
kindergarten, primary and playground teach
ing. Limited enrolment. 

F o r catalog write the Secretary, Room 3013 
25 Huntington Avenue, Boston, Mass. 

December U, 1938 399 



T H E N E W - C H U R C H M E S S E N G E R 

The Augmentation Fund 
S T A N D S F O R T H R E E V I T A L T H I N G S : 

1. The Encouragement and Assistance of Weak Societies 
2. Reasonable and Reliable Support for Ministers 
3. Help in Supporting Students for the Ministry 

T o Maintain and E x t e n d I t s W o r k I t 

Needs Your Support 
T o those who think of making a bequest to the Fund, the Treasurer will be pleased to 

furnish suitable forms and to give any advice that may be asked. A s State laws with 
regard to wills vary, local counsel in the State of the testator should finally be consulted. 
Make checks payable to A L B E R T P . C A R T E R , Treasurer , and send al l correspondence 

to him at 511 B A R R I S T E R S H A L L , B O S T O N 9, M A S S . 

U R B A N A J U N I O R C O L L E G E 
of the General Convention 

Preliminary work for Liberal Arts, A g r i 
culture, Dentistry, L a w , Theology, Medicine, 
Pharmacy, Education and Engineering. Special 
courses also in the study of the Word and the 
Writings. Freshman and Sophomore years. 
For information address, 

Rev . Russel l Eaton , President 
Urbana, Ohio 

Commemoration Edition 
S W E D E N B O R G , 

L I F E AND T E A C H I N G 
B y George Trobridge 

U s e this book d u r i n g the present ce lebrat ion of the 
250th A n n i v e r s a r y of S w e d e n b o r g ' s b i r t h to i n t r o d u c e 
h i m to new r e a d e r s . A book of 343 pages , h a n d s o m e l y 
b o u n d i n s e m i - l i m p i m i t a t i o n leather c o v e r s , gilt letter
i n g , r o u n d e d c o r n e r s , for 25 cents p e r copy, postpaid . 

O u r r e g u l a r paper-bound edit ion of this book, 10 
cents per copy, postpaid . 

O r d e r a q u a n t i t y for j u d i c i o u s d i s t r i b u t i o n . 

Swedenborg Foundation Incorporated 
51 E a s t 42nd St. New Y o r k , N . Y . 

T H E M E S S E N G E R 
is the official organ of the 

C O N V E N T I O N 
and the special news servant 

of the 
C H U R C H 

Help the Church by subscribing to 
T H E M E S S E N G E R 

Keep in touch with the external 
organization of the Church 

Three dollars per annum 

T H E N E W - C H U R C H 
T H E O L O G I C A L S C H O O L 

48 Quincy St., Cambridge, Mass. 

A three years' course preparing for the min
istry. 

Courses by correspondence in the Theology 
of the New Church, and in the Spiritual I n 
terpretation of the Scriptures. 

For information apply to 
F r a n k l i n H . Blackmer, President 

B O A R D O F M I S S I O N S 
O F T H E 

General Convention 

We nearly encircle the globe, 
please help us to make 

both ends meet. 

L L O Y D A . F R O S T , Treasurer 
C A M B R I D G E T R U S T C O . 

C A M B R I D G E , M A S S . 

H o n . F o r s t e r W . F r e e m a n P r e s i d e n t 
P a u l S p e r r y V i c e - P r e s i d e n t 
L e s l i e M a r s h a l l G e n e r a l S e c r e t a r y 

94 A r l i n g t o n A v e . , H a w t h o r n e , N . J . 

C H A P E L H I L L S C H O O L 
( F o r m e r l y c a l l e d W a l t h a m S c h o o l for G i r l i ) 

Waltham, Massachusetts 

A B o a r d i n g a n d D a y School control led b y N e w -
C h u r c h T r u s t e e s . P u p i l s accepted ages 5 to 1 9 : sep
a r a t e homes for older a n d y o u n g e r g i r l s . Col lege 
P r e p a r a t o r y a n d G e n e r a l c o u r s e s i n U p p e r S c h o o l . 
Outdoor sports . F o r catalogue, a d d r e s s 

P H I L I P E . G O O D H U E 
Principal 

L Y N N N E I G H B O R H O O D H O U S E 
A S S O C I A T I O N 

Contributions solicited 
Help us serve the Children 

B E R T H A M . W H I T M A N , T r e a s u r e r 

109 Walnut Avenue, Roxbury 19, Mass. 
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