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C o n v e n t i o n N o t e s 
{Written by William H . Beales) 

W a s h i n g t o n at l a s t ! T r u e , we h a d not a r r i v e d 
i n time to see the f a m e d cherry -b lossoms , but 
as w e h a d approached this c a p i t a l of a great n a 
t ion , e v e r y t h i n g h a d seemed to beckon us on and 
offer a welcome. H o w beauti ful the r o l l i n g hi l ls 
of M a r y l a n d had looked, i n the br ight s p r i n g s u n 
s h i n e ! H o w f r i e n d l y the w a r m , red e a r t h of the 
plowed fields ! A n d now we had reached W a s h i n g 
ton itself , the v e r y centre of the life of the nation. 

# # * 

A n d not only W a s h i n g t o n — w e had reached the 
one spot i n the C a p i t a l held most dear by a l l N e w -
C h u r c h p e o p l e — t h e " N a t i o n a l C h u r c h . " T h e 
end of the j o u r n e y , a n d the beginning of eight 
days of the most p l e a s a n t k i n d of a c t i v i t y ! A n d 
not only we. F o r m a n y hours they h a d been 
a r r i v i n g ; N e w - C h u r c h men a n d women from al l 
parts of the c o u n t r y ; from far-off C a l i f o r n i a ; from 
O r e g o n ; from the M i d d l e W e s t ; from the north , 
the south and the east a n d from C a n a d a . A l l 
d r a w n by the one common b o n d — t h e love of the 
C h u r c h a n d the desire to serve her , a n d through 
her , the L o r d . 

* * * 
T h o s e who had come at this e a r l y date were 

for the most p a r t ministers a n d their w i v e s , but 
there was also a goodly number of delegates, who 
were determined not to miss a n y of the good things 
of this 117th Convent ion . 

A n d i t w a s a j o y to w a t c h them as they con
tinued to gather i n the P a r i s h H o u s e . M e n who 
had studied together at the T h e o l o g i c a l School , 
p r e p a r i n g for their w o r k i n the m i n i s t r y , a n d 
forming fr iendships w h i c h h a d e n d u r e d through 

the y e a r s . M a n y of them had labored alone in 
their different fields, d u r i n g the past twelve months 
since the l a s t Convent ion , and the pleasure of this 
a n n u a l reunion was easy to be seen i n the hearty 
h a n d - c l a s p and the cheery greeting. I t was " C o n 
vention t i m e " a g a i n , a n d the P a r i s h H o u s e was a 
busy a n d v e r y h a p p y place . 

* * * 
B y six o'clock there was a general exodus. T h i s 

w a s the evening w h e n the A l u m n i Associat ion of 
the N e w - C h u r c h T h e o l o g i c a l School he ld its a n 
nual gathering , a n d the men had gone out in l i tt le 
groups , m a k i n g their w a y to the near -by A d m i r a l 
C l u b , where dinner h a d been p r e p a r e d . M e a n 
w h i l e , the ladies also h a d left , s tart ing off in 
motor-cars for the quick run into the country to 
the lovely " B r o o k F a r m T e a H o u s e , " at C h e v y 
C h a s e , accompanied b y the most c h a r m i n g hostess, 
M r s . P a u l S p e r r y . T h e r e , on the beauti ful l a w n , 
the ladies spent a ha l f -hour " v i s i t i n g " and renew
ing acquaintances , e n j o y i n g the quiet of the eve
n ing , and the s inging of the b irds . T h e n came 
the summons to d inner , in the l a r g e , cool d i n i n g -
room, whose w i n d o w s gave a view of the meadows 
a n d the s u r r o u n d i n g trees. T h e 1938 Convent ion 
had r e a l l y begun. 

# # # 

T h e A d m i r a l C l u b was former ly the W a s h i n g 
ton home of the F r e n c h E m b a s s y and its great 
banquet -hal l provided a fine setting for the A l u m n i 
dinner . T h e R e v . H e n r y C . G i u n t a , of P r o v i 
dence, R h o d e I s l a n d , p r e s i d e d . T h e r e were t h i r t y -
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one ministers p r e s e n t — a s l ight ly smal ler at tend
ance than u s u a l , but more of the men a r r i v e d later . 
T h e guest of the evening was the R e v . S . J . C . 
G o l d s a c k , of B i r m i n g h a m , E n g l a n d , the r e p r e s e n 
tative from the E n g l i s h C o n f e r e n c e , who w a s a c 
corded a most hearty welcome. 

# # * 

I t is the pract ice of the P r o g r a m Committee of 
the Associat ion to introduce subjects which s h a l l 
be of v a l u e to the ministers in their work in their 
p a r i s h e s . 

A t T u e s d a y ' s gathering , there were two speak
e r s : the R e v . W i l l i a m R . R e c c e , of P o r t l a n d , O r e 
gon, and the R e v . Antony R e g a m e y , of Boston . 
T h e first speaker i n s p i r e d his hearers with a most 
earnest a p p e a l for a closer study of social and 
economic conditions, a n d a greater cooperation 
with the m a n y movements looking for the improve
ment of such conditions. H e urged the need for 
the New C h u r c h to make its influence felt not only 
upon the s p i r i t u a l p lane , but also upon the more 
external plane of e v e r y d a y l i fe . T h e R e v . M r . 
R c g a m e y ' s address was an equal ly earnest plea 
for deeper consecration in the work of the minister 
in the pulpi t and in his si lent p r e a c h i n g in his 
life as l ived before his people. E v e r y sermon 
preached should be a " s a c r a m e n t a l of fering" to the 
L o r d , whose consecrated servant every true m i n 
ister should be. 

* * * 
T h e discussion which fol lowed was one of the 

finest and most helpful in many y e a r s . A very 
pronounced s p i r i t of harmony a n d mutual under
standing c h a r a c t e r i z e d the gather ing , the consen
sus of opinion being that both speakers had voiced 
important factors in the work of the N e w - C h u r c h 
minister . M r . G o l d s a c k dec lared that the same 
problems faced the ministers of the Conference 
as those which the Convention c lergy were seek
ing to solve. I n every w a y the g a t h e r i n g was a 
success . 

The Council of Ministers 
T h e Counci l of M i n i s t e r s met in executive ses 

sion in the S u n d a y - s c h o o l room of the Nat ional 
C h u r c h , at n i n e - t h i r t y , with the P r e s i d e n t , the 
R e v . W i l l i a m H . B e a l e s in the c h a i r . A hearty 
welcome was extended to the Counci l by the R e v . 
P a u l S p e r r y , on behalf of the W a s h i n g t o n Society . 
T w o items of business proved of unusual interest 
to the members. One was the report of the s t a n d 
ing committee on the revision of the Magnificat 
and the Book of Worship, of w h i c h the R e v . 
C h a r l e s W . H a r v e y is C h a i r m a n . T h i s Commit 
tee has been t u r n i n g its specia l attention to the 
revision of the Book of Worship, and has so far 

progressed that M r . H a r v e y w a s able to l a y be
fore the C o u n c i l copies of the tentatively com
pleted revision of the M o r n i n g a n d E v e n i n g S e r 
vices . A thousand copies have been p r i n t e d , and 
are avai lable for the use of the Societies at a cost 
of five cents p e r copy . T h e y are pr inted on strong 
p a p e r , and can be inserted in the Books of Worship 
for use in the services , unt i l such time as the final 
revision is completed. 

T h e fo l lowing are some of the changes noted in 
the r e v i s i o n : I n the " I n v o c a t i o n , " four lines 
found in the book now in use are omitted, n a m e l y : 
" T h e vainglorious s h a l l not s tand in T h y s i g h t : 
T h o u hatest a l l workers of iniquity . 
T h o u wi l t destroy them that speak fa lsehood; 
T h e L o r d w i l l abhor the m a n of blood and d e c e i t . " 

I n the " C o n f e s s i o n and P r a y e r " the fol lowing 
lines are omitted : 

" F o r I acknowledge my transgress ion , 
A n d my s i n is cont inual ly before m e . " 

T h e r e is also a change noted in the w o r d i n g of 
the " L o r d ' s P r a y e r . " H e r e the Committee has 
followed the more genera l ly accepted w o r d i n g of 
the petition, " T h y w i l l be done, on earth as it is 
in h e a v e n . " A l s o , the title " T h e F a i t h , " has been 
omitted, and the w o r d , " A d o r a m u s " substituted. 
M r . H a r v e y expla ined that the Committee felt that 
the statement in question was r e a l l y not a state
ment of the " F a i t h " of the C h u r c h , but rather only 
a statement of some parts of that " F a i t h , " and to 
cal l it by that title was mis leading . T h e C o m 
mittee has added to the " A d o r a m u s " the state
ment, in i t a l i c s , " A fu l l statement of the F a i t h w i l l 
be found on page " the number of the page 
to be inserted later . A n o t h e r addition is the i n 
sert ion, before the h y m n which precedes the s e r 
mon, of the w o r d s : " H e r e m a y be read a br ie f 
selection from the T e a c h i n g s of the C h u r c h , bear 
ing upon the s u b j e c t of the d a y . " T h e s e are the 
p r i n c i p a l changes noted. T h e r e is also some r e 
arrangement of the p r a y e r s . 

T h e C o u n c i l , on recommendation by the C o m 
mittee, requested Convention to provide funds for 
the p r i n t i n g of a sufficient s u p p l y of the revised 
services to provide the different Societies with 
what may be needed, and also passed a resolution 
urging the Societies to secure copies a n d use the 
S e r v i c e s as revised , for a y e a r , and then make 
known their reaction to the changes. T h e C o m 
mittee is s t i l l desirous of receiv ing suggestions for 
addit ional changes , requesting that they be sent to 
M r . H a r v e y . 

T h e second item of business of unusual impor 
tance to be brought before the C o u n c i l , was the 
report of the Committee on the Annotated E d i t i o n 
of Conjugial Love. T h e R e v . C h a r l e s H a r v e y is 
S e c r e t a r y of that Committee , a n d the R e v . W i l 
l i a m F . W u n s c h . the T r a n s l a t o r . T h e completion 
of this work has a l r e a d y been brought to the notice 
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of the Church, through T H E M E S S E N G E R and other 
channels. M r . Harvey outlined the difficulties 
which the Committee had met w i t h , in its efforts 
to secure the publication of this work, a task 
covering some years. The Council expressed great 
satisfaction that the work was finally completed. 

On behalf of the Maine Association, the Coun
ci l sent on to Convention the request for the inves
t i ture of the Rev. Louis A . Dole, as General 
Pastor of the Association, M r . Dole to hold that 
office only as long as he remains the Presiding 
Minister of the Association. The Rev. Andre 
Diaconoff, of Los Angeles, Cal i fornia , informed 
the Council that there was some uncertainty i n the 
minds of the ministers of the Cali fornia Associa
t ion, as to the distinction between the offices of 
" M i n i s t e r " and "Pastor." I t was pointed out 
that the Constitution provides that a graduate of 
the Theological School or an authorized candi
date may be ordained into the office of " M i n i s t e r " 
on the sanction of the Convention or an Associa
t ion , while such a Minister is raised to the office 
of "Pastor" when he has been invited to assume 
that office by any Society, and has been properly 
installed into such office by a General Pastor. 
The Council suggested that this information be 
brought to the attention of the Societies, who were 
often unaware of the distinction, and who may not 
have had their " M i n i s t e r " installed as "Pastor" 
to serve them. 

D u r i n g the morning's session, the Rev. George 
Henry Dole was congratulated by some of the 
members on attaining such a seasoned age as 
eighty-one, s t i l l showing keen interest i n a l l of 
the proceedings. I t was discovered, however, that 
lie had s t i l l some years to "go" before he reached 
the ripe age of the Rev. Lewis F. H i t e , who had 
nearly completed his e ighty-sixth year. M r . H i t e 
was accorded the honor of being the " f a t h e r " of 
the Council. 

A t the executive session on Thursday morning. 
D r . Leonard I . Ta fe l , of F r a n k f o r d , Pennsylvania, 
was elected Chairman for the ensuing year, and 
the Rev. Frederic R. Crownfield, of Abington , 
Massachusetts, was re-elected Secretary. 

A paper of great interest to students of the 
philosophy of Swedenborg, was presented to the 
Council, at its public meeting i n the church audi
tor ium, on Wednesday afternoon, by the Rev. 
Lewis F. H i t e , professor of philosophy at the 
Theological School. Prof . H i t e undertook to ex
plain tlie true difference between the " n a t u r a l " 
and the " s p i r i t u a l , " in the l i ght of the teachings 
of Swedenborg. 

I n introducing his subject, Prof. H i t e pointed 
out that this distinction had never been clearly 
defined, although the terms were of almost con
stant use. Attempts have been made to indicate 
the distinction i n terms of "body" and " m i n d " ; 
thoughts of the outer world and thoughts of God ; 

thoughts about self and about the wor ld . Plato 
bad attempted to make the distinction by con
trast ing the wor ld of sense and the wor ld of ideas. 
None of these attempts, however, had succeeded 
in making the distinction clear and concise. The 
importance of making the distinction was appar
ent, declared the speaker, as a l l advancement in 
the Christian l i f e depends upon i t . 

Prof . H i t e then turned to Swedenborg's teach
ings, as the basis for a r ight solution of the prob
lem. He enumerated a number of instances where 
such an attempt was made by Swedenborg to 
define these two terms. 

{Professor Hitc'n paper wUl appear in a later issue.) 

One of the most s t i r r i n g appeals for renewed 
and sustained activity in the Church was made by 
the Rev. Leslie Marsha l l , of Hawthorne , New 
Jersey, who spoke on the subject, "Whence and 
whi ther? " These are old-fashioned words, de
clared the speaker, but does anyone know of mod
ern terms saying more and saying i t so simply? 
I n l i fe 's cycle, many things drop off' the wheel of 
time, but i t is a fact that while we shall never 
again see hitehing-posts upon F i f t h Avenue, we 
are, nevertheless, not adverse to admir ing the 
f r i l l s and antiques of a century ago. The speaker 
did not plead for methods and means long ago 
outworn, nor for a return to conditions unsuited 
to our age, but, he declared, "There are other 
things which we might borrow f rom our church 
fathers beside their style in clothes and f u r n i t u r e . " 

The speaker continued: 

AG A I N and again i t is declared we m i g h t 
g a i n much i f on ly we had more of the 

earnestness a n d energy of the pioneers who 
d a y i n and d a y out went about establ ishing 
the New C h u r c h i n the souls, n o t to say the 
c it ies , of t h e i r t ime. I t is said t o o . t h a t wc 
m i g h t examine w i t h p r o f i t the plans and p u r 
poses whereby our fore fathers p l a n t e d well 
and harvested f r u i t f u l l y . F u r t h e r m o r e i t m i g h t 
be a source of i n s p i r a t i o n i f we gave grea ter 
recogni t i on t o the self-sacrifice and generosity 
of the pas t . O u r present t r e a s u r y c e r t a i n l y 
bespeaks i t . 

Persona l ly , i t has seemed o f late t h a t our 
o r g a n i z a t i o n has begun to respond to these 
prodd ings . H a p p e n i n g t o be connected w i t h 
those bodies o£ the c h u r c h which can t a k e note 
of such m a t t e r s , I feel i t is n o t too much t o 
say there is w i t h us, s t i l l w i t h us I am sure, 
something which is not f a r s h o r t of a New-
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C h u r c h renaissance. A t any r a t e , there is ev i 
dence t h a t the Pr ince o f New D e t e r m i n a t i o n 
has kissed a n d awakened our church Snow 
W h i t e . T h e t e m p t i n g apple of se l f - sat is fact ion 
and indifference has proved to h a w no l a s t i n g 
effects. 

Whence has come th i s new b r e a t h o f l i f e , and 
w h a t is i ts significance f o r the f u t u r e ? 

T o account f o r , and t o count o n , effects i t 
is necessary t o uncover causes. Proceeding 
f r o m t h a t p r i n c i p l e , we observe how f i t t i n g i t 
was t h a t the man whose w r i t i n g s led t o the es
tab l i shment o f the New C h u r c h should again 
have been the f oca l p o i n t as we took on a new 
lease of l i fe i n c ommemorat ing his 2 5 0 t h a n n i 
versary . 

I n f a c t th i s s t i r r i n g is n o t even to he l i m i t e d 
t o ourselves. S c r u t i n i z i n g hundreds of c l i p 
p ings f r o m the secular and re l ig ious press i n 
a l l p a r t s of the w o r l d we are led to the conc lu
sion t h a t there is some evidence t h a t churchmen 
everywhere have been led to new e v a l u a t i n g n o t 
only of Swedenborg's place i n c o n t e m p o r a r y 
re l i g i on , h u t of the i r own especial pos i t ions . I n 
i l l u s t r a t i o n of th i s y o u r a t t e n t i o n is i n v i t e d t o 
a booklet j u s t issued by the Pub l i c Re lat ions 
B u r e a u , and avai lable here, which presents a 
cross section of the t r i b u t e s p a i d to Sweden
b o r g by the c l e rgy and others in the course of 
the commemorat ion . 

I t w i l l now be useful , I t h i n k , to t race very 
br ie f ly the s t o r y behind i t a l l — t h e commemo
r a t i o n , I mean. T h i s w i l l t end f o r one t h i n g 
t o show the d i r e c t i o n our steps should take i n 
pushing on t o the g r e a t e r goa l . 

Those responsible f o r so i m p o r t a n t an under
t a k i n g as the Swedenborg ann iversary began 
t o make plans as ear ly as 1935. T h e Rev. 
J o h n W . Stockwel l o f P h i l a d e l p h i a was a p 
po in ted c h a i r m a n of the Convention 's c o m m i t 
tee. T h e Swedenborg F o u n d a t i o n also had the 
m a t t e r under cons iderat ion . T h e n the Sweden
b o r g P u b l i s h i n g Assoc ia t i on and the Sweden
b o r g Scientif ic Assoc ia t i on became interested. 
A j o i n t conference of representatives f r o m 
these g roups soon began t o h o l d meetings. 
F r o m th is developed the executive or s teer ing 
committee which eventual ly , w i t h the assistance 
o f a special committee on banquet and p r o 
g r a m , assumed the respons ib i l i ty f o r i n i t i a t i n g 

and g u i d i n g to a successful outcome the m a n y 
commemorat ion p r o j e c t s . M r . A l d e n was 
c h a i r m a n of this committee , and i t s executive 
secretary and genius was M r . D w i g h t A n d e r 
son. T h e Publ i c Re lat ions and the Methods 
Bureaus ac t ive ly cooperated. 

Special plans were l a i d f o r l o ca l as well as 
n a t i o n a l campaigns . N o t less t h a n f i f ty - f i ve 
societies or g roups p a r t i c i p a t e d i n these p r o j 
ects, while 174 i n d i v i d u a l s , where there are no 
N e w - C h u r c h o rgan i za t i ons , gave splendid co
o p e r a t i o n , some o f them p u t t i n g on ent i re cam 
paigns aided on ly by suggestions and m a t e r i a l 
f r o m headquarters . I n some instances, espe
c i a l l y of course in the l a r g e r centers, results 
were almost as tound ing . D i n n e r s , broadcasts , 
a special ly w r i t t e n c a n t a t a , l i b r a r y and book
shop exh ib i t s , pub l i c lectures , u n i v e r s i t y a d 
dresses, special church services, p u b l i s h i n g , 
meetings of the o r t h o d o x c l e rgy , receptions, 
book and l i t e r a t u r e d i s t r i b u t i o n , newspaper 
p u b l i c i t y , magazine ar t i c l es , and s t i l l o ther 
p r o j e c t s , a l l give some idea of the energy and 
enthusiasm of the ent i re o r g a n i z a t i o n , and are 
evidence of good results . 

T h e n a t i o n a l p u b l i c i t y alone t o t a l l e d near ly 
30,000 inches—an outcome even astonish ing 
veteran p u b l i c i t y and a d v e r t i s i n g men. T h i n k 
of the C a l i f o r n i a Assoc ia t i on ministers t r a v e l 
l i n g over (5,000 miles l e c t u r i n g and p r e a c h i n g ! 
T h e I l l i n o i s Assoc ia t i on a p p r o p r i a t e d a large 
sum of money and even h i r e d a p u b l i c i t y m a n , 
while i t s b r o a d c a s t i n g was a c red i t t o any 
o r g a n i z a t i o n . A n d seldom has an event a t 
t r a c t e d so d is t inguished a g r o u p o f sponsors 
as the 2 5 0 t h ann iversary . 

So wc could go on—yes , t h a t ' s j u s t w h a t we 
are determined t o d o — g o on. B u t w h i t h e r , 
now we have seen something of the whence? 

F i r s t , how about those committees which 
came t o the fore so p r o m p t l y , and achieved so 
well? C a n ' t they become a definite and a b i d 
i n g p a r t of the groups which a p p o i n t e d them? 
T h e y had bo th brains and backbone, and the 
Convent ion , which a f t e r a l l is on ly as s t r o n g 
as i ts component p a r t s , needs the cont inued 
help of such l o y a l and efficient workers . 

F r a n k l y , most of the 170 o r so vo lunteer 
workers to which we have re f e r red , have been 
i n the field f o r us f o r some t ime . T h e numer 
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ous new circles, the m a n y associate members, 
the areas where there was once no N e w - C h u r c h 
interest , are m a i n l y a resul t of t h e i r devot ion . 
S i m i l a r devoted souls are also the hope of the 
societies and t h e i r a d j a c e n t unserved fields, 
t h o u g h we emphasize they require d i r e c t i o n and 
a goa l . 

T h e r e is p l e n t y t o do, b u t the re l ig ious o r 
s p i r i t u a l crusade must be conceived and exe
cuted as c a r e f u l l y as the business c a m p a i g n , 
and always there must be a steady a i m and a 
goal p l a i n l y in view. T h a t is w h y the a n n i 
ve r sary was so g r e a t a success. T h e r e was a 
p l a n ; there was adequate m o n e y ; there was 
energy : we l l - f i t t ed workers were chosen: there 
were sacrifice and devot ion . 

I n a moment I w i l l make a few suggestions 
dea l ing w i t h w h a t m i g h t be under taken nex t , 
though very def inite ly let us take one p r o j e c t 
at a t i m e : and a l l o f us w o r k i n g together t o 
make i t a success. L a s t year , as a Convent ion 
theme, o r ob jec t , we elected t o crusade f o r a 
wider knowledge o f the nearness and r e a l i t y of 
the s p i r i t u a l w o r l d . I regret to say t h a t most 
of the speakers on the p r o g r a m d i d no t keep 
to the sub jec t , and I wonder how m a n y of us 
crusaded f o r i t in the year t h a t followed? E v e n 
t h o u g h the commemorat ion occupied much o f 
o u r t ime , nevertheless i t is sheer waste t o s t a r t 
a n y t h i n g one cannot f inish. C o n c e n t r a t i o n is 
one w i t h c o o r d i n a t i o n and cooperat ion . 

Sure ly no re l ig ious o r g a n i z a t i o n more t h a n 
the New C h u r c h has so g r e a t a weal th of sub
j ec ts which could be more useful ly b r o u g h t to 
the a t t e n t i o n of m a n k i n d i n order t h a t i t may 
choose between our teachings and those i t a l 
ready knows. Unless we offer w h a t we have 
there can be no choice, a n d we are t a u g h t t h a t 
where there is no choice there is no freedom. 
I n c i d e n t a l l y , the fear of p r o s e l y t i n g is o f ten 
the c loak of l e t h a r g y o r indifference. 

T h e f o l l o w i n g suggestions do no t a t the mo
ment include w h a t we m a y offer i n the way o f 
d i s t i n c t l y re l ig ious doc tr ines , nor ye t w h a t we 
can c o n t r i b u t e t o social service and social 
questions. I n a d d i t i o n t o these necessities there 
is need as well f o r knowledge of Swedenborg's 
s p i r i t u a l p s y c h o l o g y ; there is need f o r an 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g of the t each ing which f o r a bet
ter t e r m we describe as t h a t of the G r a n d M a n : 

there is need f o r w h a t the seer teaches on m a r 
r iage , on ch i ldren , on sickness, b u t why go on? 
M a n y another necessity f o r w o r l d order and 
happiness, on which Swedenborg throws l i g h t 
or p o i n t s the w a y , is pass ing t h r o u g h y o u r 
minds a t th i s v e r y moment. 

H a v e y o u t h o u g h t o f the possibi l i t ies o f a 
Chi ldren 's Crusade? I n reverse, i t hasn ' t been 
neglected by c e r t a i n powers whose i n g e n u i t y 
has been tested on ly to such ends as m a k i n g 
rifies and u n i f o r m s small enough. W h a t can we 
do t o offset th i s d iabo l i ca l s tate of a f f a i r s , so 
r e p u g n a n t t o the angels t h a t they are even 
hor r i f i ed when l i t t l e boys are thought less ly a l 
lowed t o q u a r r e l o r f ight i n the streets of the 
s p i r i t u a l wor ld? 

I n a few weeks the M e t h o d i s t C h u r c h w i l l 
celebrate i t s 2 0 0 t h ann iversary . I t w i l l com
memorate the d a y when J o h n Wesley, a t p r a y e r 
i n an inconspicuous L o n d o n meet ing house, fe l t 
" a s trange hear t w a r m i n g " which resulted in 
the f o u n d i n g of the M e t h o d i s t C h u r c h . H o w 
w i l l they honor J o h n Wesley and make the 
commemorat ion mean something? A c c o r d i n g 
t o th e i r p u b l i c i t y , i t w i l l be done chiefly by a 
determined crusade i n p r e a c h i n g the d i s t inc 
t ive doctr ines o f t h e i r c h u r c h , and i n l i v i n g 
them. 

M o n t h s before this announcement a leading 
newspaper man of the M i d d l e W e s t , educated 
in the New C h u r c h , asked d u r i n g the commemo
r a t i o n w h y the New C h u r c h was not more a g 
gressive, even pugnac ious , i n p r e a c h i n g i ts dis
t i n c t i v e doctr ines in o r t h o d o x circles. H e sug
gested a p r o j e c t which w o u l d include a c h a l 
lenge t o o r t h o d o x y t o meet our r a t i o n a l and 
useful t r u t h s . 

M y f ina l suggestion is t h a t here and now we 
pledge ourselves to begin a crusade, c lergy and 
l a i t y a l ike , aga inst a greater scourge t h a n ever 
was A t t i l a , o r the B l a c k D e a t h . F r o m i t stems 
every evil and f a l s i t y . I t is responsible f o r 
w a r , depression, sickness. I t is the master m i n d 
of t h a t which handicaps the race. I t must be 
s tamped out before the New Dispensat ion 
comes t o e a r t h as i t is heaven. I re fer t o fear. 
Of i t an eloquent statesman not l ong ago said, 
" A l l we have t o fear is f e a r . " 

T h e doctr ines of the New C h u r c h , d r a w n 
f r o m the Sc r ip tures and confirmed b y t h e m , 
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are p o w e r f u l weapons f o r a t t a c k a n d defense 
i n th i s crusade. A r m e d w i t h an u n d e r s t a n d i n g 
of and an a b i d i n g f a i t h i n the D i v i n e P r o v i 
dence we can e n r o l l under our banner those 
who suffer under the scourge of f e a r — a n d who 
does n o t ? — a n d a t the same t ime a t t r a c t those 
who w o u l d crusade w i t h us. 

W e have the necessary mach inery and m a 
ter ia l s f o r our crusade, whatever i t be. T h e r e 
is sufficient money. W e have p r o v e d the p a s t 
six months t h a t we have the energy and a b i l 
i t y . W e can show, too , t h a t we have the love 
and the u n d e r s t a n d i n g to make our crusade a 
success. 

So let our b a t t l e c r y be " O n w a r d C h r i s t i a n 
So ld ie rs , " and our w a t c h w o r d , " A New W o r l d 
T h r o u g h a New C h u r c h ; a New C h u r c h 
T h r o u g h a New W o r l d . " 

I n the brief discussion which followed the 
paper, M r . Marshal l was commended for his i n 
spir ing words. "The recent B i r thday Celebration 
worked up our enthusiasm to a white heat," said 
the Rev. W i l l i a m R. Reece, of Port land , Oregon, 
"and i t is a tragedy that we are losing some of 
that heat. We must go forward and make firm 
what we have gained. The New Church must be 
m i l i t a n t — i t must be pugnacious, although not in 
a disagreeable sense. We are a fra id of offending 
our neighbors, and we must lose that fear. No 
man ever made any real progress who was w i t h 
out conviction. Let us stop pussyfooting, and be 

more m i l i t a n t . " Noth ing would give this sense of 
conviction more surely than a careful study of the 
Book of Revelation. M r . Reece declared that he 
would make the study of that book compulsory at 
the Theological School. The old theology was not 
dead, and the New Church should challenge the 
ministers of the old denominations to debate upon 
these matters. 

Miss M i l d r e d B i l l ings , of Chicago, endorsed 
this stand emphatically. H e r experience in the 
Univers i ty at that c ity convinced her that the 
present-day tendency was to "el iminate the L o r d " 
in considering scientific and philosophic, and even 
religious things. The Rev. Charles Clodfelter de
clared that this had also been his experience wi th 
many of the present-day leaders whom he had met. 

I n the discussion which followed the reading of 
the paper, the Rev. George H . Dole pointed out 
that a r ight understanding of the difference be
tween the natural and the spir i tual would help 
clear up some of the uncertainty which prevailed, 
regarding the difference between the W o r d and 
the Wr i t ings . The letter of the Word was not 
t r u t h , but merely facts. But when these facts 
were read by any man, in sincerity, act ivity flowed 
into the mind of that man from the L o r d , affecting 
those facts and g iv ing them l i f e . This was not 
the case wi th the statements found in the W r i t 
ings. The Word was the "R iver of L i f e , " but the 
Wr i t ings could not be so designated. The W r i t 
ings were like cups of water f rom that "River of 
L i f e , " but they were not that " R i v e r . " 

(This report will be continued in our next issue.) 

T h e L e a v e n o f D i v i n e T r u t h 
P R E S I D E N T ' S A N N U A L A D D R E S S 

By Fred Sidney Mayer 

IN June of 1838 the delegates o f the General 
Convent ion met i n the c i t y of New Y o r k . 

T o - d a y we are assembled b y i n v i t a t i o n of the 
New Y o r k Society in the N a t i o n a l C h u r c h a t 
W a s h i n g t o n . I f i t were possible to recapture 
some of t h e i r feelings and hopes, and the i r a t 
t i t u d e t o w a r d w o r l d condi t ions , perhaps we 
would discover t h a t the v i t a l problems of t h a t 
d a y were n o t very d i f ferent f r o m our own. 

N o doubt they also a t t e m p t e d to estimate 
the influence and progress o f the New C h u r c h 
in the l i g h t of condit ions and events ex i s t ing 
a t t h a t t i m e , f o r they recognized t h a t the 

s p i r i t had power and influence on the menta l 
processes of t h i n k i n g persons. T h e y believed, 
as we do, t h a t the divine supervision and p u r 
pose are e terna l , w i t h o u t r e g a r d t o spaces and 
times, and t h a t the common human ambit ions 
and passions are t r a n s i t o r y . T h e s p i r i t i n 
which we welcome o p p o r t u n i t i e s is j u s t as 
earnest and eager, and the pr inc ip les t h a t shape 
our course arc as pure and sound, as those 
m o t i v a t i n g our b r e t h r e n of one h u n d r e d years 
ago. 

O u r L o r d a n t i c i p a t e d th e i r day as H e does 
our own, and H i s words of caut i on come t o us 
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when f o r m i n g j u d g m e n t s and a r r i v i n g at con
clusions, t o "beware o f the leaven of the P h a r i 
sees and of H e r o d , " lest we be misled by the 
w o r l d l y - s h r e w d and p o l i t i c a l l y - a s t u t e who read 
the face of the sky and the e a r t h , b u t are u n 
able t o discern c o r r e c t l y the signs of the times. 
T h e w o r l d sees o n l y the outside, while heaven 
discerns t h a t which is w i t h i n . 

W e are , there fore , wise in no t accept ing the 
wor ld ' s est imate of the s p i r i t u a l power and 
u l t i m a t e influence of the New C h u r c h , or i n 
e m p l o y i n g its methods i n f o r m u l a t i n g the p o l i 
cies of the Convent ion . I t is the confused a n d 
t roub led people who look f o r a phenomenal 
s ign f r o m heaven t o give assurance t o th e i r 
j u d g m e n t , while those who l ive by the t r u t h of 
the L o r d have an i n w a r d percept i on of those 
events which herald the coming of the conquer
i n g C h r i s t . T h e New C h u r c h , therefore , faces 
the f u t u r e w i t h o u t fear , f o r i t is p r e p a r e d i n 
advance f or any possible emergency, and a l l i t 
needs is to preserve the h u m i l i t y in which is 
s p i r i t u a l power. 

T h e evi l which d i s turbs th i s and every age 
comes out of the hearts of selfish men and f r o m 
the minds of c u n n i n g i n t e n t ; modern evil takes 
on i n s i n u a t i n g and p h a r i s a i c a l f o r m s ; i t scorns 
the coarse and b r u t a l swagger of br igandage 
and commercializes human weaknesses. I t l ow
ers m o r a l s tandards by suggestive methods, 
breaks down resistance by repeated g l a m o u r , 
robs y o u t h of i t s innocence and caters t o h u 
man d e p r a v i t y f o r a p r i c e ; i t adopts quas i -
rel igious a t t i t u d e s , glorifies sel f - interest and 
promises m a t e r i a l benefits to respec tab i l i t y , 
speaks s o f t l y o f m y s t e r y and c r e d u l i t y as God 
l ike and praises the l i t e r a t u r e o f the S c r i p 
tures Avhile r o b b i n g i t of s p i r i t . 

Above this lower level o f depraved tastes we 
f ind sav ing qual i t ies of p o p u l a r interest , a c u r i 
os i ty i n the scientific disclosures of the marvels 
of n a t u r a l phenomena, a reaching o u t w a r d to 
the f r i n g e of the in f in i te , an a t t e m p t t o i n t e r 
p r e t b o t h n a t u r e and l i fe i n terms of human 
experience, and a modern rea l i za t i on of man as 
related t o his social possibi l i t ies , and of nat ions 
and races as i n t e g r a l p a r t s of a h u m a n com
monweal th . These u p p e r trends are m o v i n g 
t o w a r d a so lut ion of man's place i n the p u r 
poses of l i f e . T h e " l e a v e n " is w o r k i n g , b u t i t 

is the leaven of the k i n g d o m which the woman 
h i d in three measures of meal , as opposed to the 
leaven of the Pharisee and of H e r o d . 

U n d e r these condit ions we have always w i t h 
L I S those o f simple good and naive f a i t h , " t h e 
p o o r " of whom Jesus spoke, and i t is f o r these 
and f o r the guidance of H i s New C h u r c h t h a t 
the L o r d revealed t h r o u g h E m a n u e l Sweden
b o r g the s p i r i t u a l t r u t h s and pr inc ip les which 
H e could n o t e n t r u s t t o the Gospels. T h e r e 
is in these w r i t i n g s a b r e a d t h of v is ion com
bined w i t h a s p i r i t o f a l t r u i s m which denies t o 
no rel igious o r g a n i z a t i o n an u n d e r s t a n d i n g of 
t r u t h t h a t w i l l p romote the s p i r i t u a l , m o r a l 
and c ivic wel fare o f i t s own people and mem
bers. I t is a l i g h t f o r every denominat ion and 
f a i t h , f o r the L o r d directs the new t r u t h i n t o 
receptive states of m i n d and i n t o the good a f 
fections p r e v a i l i n g in variet ies of re l ig ious o r 
ganizat ions . I f t r u t h is to be effective, i t must 
be reflected by i n d i v i d u a l response and in a l l 
types of human experience. 

T h u s in e s t i m a t i n g w o r l d condit ions and 
causes we cannot disassociate the ex te rna l 
events f r o m the i n t e r n a l states of m i n d of those 
who const i tute the soeial f a b r i c . N o t only 
what we do, but. w h a t we t h i n k involves the 
general wel fare . T h e heavenly psycho logy 
shows t h a t every i n d i v i d u a l has unconscious 
contacts w i t h societies o f the invisible w o r l d , 
and the c o n t i n u a l s h i f t i n g f r o m one society t o 
another produces a l t e r n a t i n g moods and a t 
t i tudes which create the social and p o l i t i c a l 
condit ions of our day . 

T h e d iv ine concern is not the immediate 
p r o s p e r i t y of a n a t i o n , bu t the s p i r i t u a l r e 
generat ion and harmonious re la t i onsh ip o f i n 
d iv idua ls , and t o this desired end the a l t e r n a t 
i n g states, now ca lm, then t u r b u l e n t , are 
effective i n the divine process of subduing the 
selfish n a t u r e and s t i m u l a t i n g the angelic pos
sibi l i t ies of those who y i e l d t o H i s t r u t h . 

^Yhat we need in this d a y is t h a t men may 
enter u n d e r s t a n d i n g l y i n t o the mysteries of 
bo th wor lds , and t h a t freedom of s p i r i t u a l 
f a i t h and l i b e r t y of rel igious conduct be g u a r 
anteed as a human r i g h t t o every member of 
any social system. I t i s , there fore , the d u t y 
o f every government to p r o t e c t i ts citizens 
f r o m invidious and subversive influences which 

May 18,1988 321 



T H E N E W - C H U R C H M E S S E N G E R 

seek t o destroy the innocence . of y o u t h and 
make d i f f i cu l t the honesty a n d i n t e g r i t y of men. 
I t is n o t money and p r o p e r t y , bu t charac ter 
t h a t needs sa feguard ing . 

Men must be g r a n t e d the o p p o r t u n i t y and 
means of b u i l d i n g a C h u r c h on e a r t h t h a t can 
respond free ly to the impulsions of the inv is 
ible Church of angels, f o r unless these two o r 
ganisms ac t as one, neither u n i t y nor peace can 
p r e v a i l among men. 

T o achieve this desired resu l t , th i s coveted 
ideal , i t is necessary to cu t loose f r o m false 
pre judices and policies, f r o m a l l c la im of r a 
c ia l o r n a t i o n a l s u p e r i o r i t y , f r o m h e r e d i t a r y 
misconceptions o f G o d and outmoded i n t e r p r e 
ta t i ons of H i s W o r d ; to come i n t o a rea l i za 
t i o n of the t r u t h t h a t works t h r o u g h d a i l y 
conduct , and then i n t o states of human re la 
t i o n s h i p t h a t w i l l no t be d i s turbed by t h r e a t s 
of ev i l t y r a n n y . T o secure this j u s t and equi 
table government the ind iv idua ls who compose 
society need to be b o r n , n o t i n t o the weakness 
of inher i tance , bu t i n t o a power of s p i r i t which 
t r a n s f o r m s charac ter and recondit ions society. 
T o live as men we need a new a p p r e c i a t i o n o f 
the p e r s o n a l i t y of Jesus C h r i s t . 

W h a t the man of the w o r l d does n o t know is 
t h a t ' n o society can endure, no n a t i o n can be 
preserved, unless a knowledge of God and the 
t r u t h s of H i s W o r d are successively t a u g h t t o 
each generat i on , and i t is f o r this reason t h a t 
the C h u r c h on e a r t h must m a i n t a i n i ts s p i r i t u a l 
un ion w i t h heaven. O u r L o r d cannot reach us 
w i t h sav ing power except H e come t h r o u g h the 
t r u t h s of H i s W o r d which h o l d our af fect ion. 

I t is our intense love o f the New Church 
which concerns us r e g a r d i n g its f u t u r e welfare , 
and i n th i s af fect ion is involved the harmonious 
and effective w o r k i n g of the organized Conven
t i o n w i t h i ts Associat ions and Societies. T h e r e 
m a y arise an impatience i n a t t a i n i n g ends which 
w i l l induce a confusion o f t h o u g h t , m a k i n g i t 
di f f icult to reconcile the o u t w a r d appearance 
w i t h the i n w a r d f a c t . I n this way there m a y 
c o n f r o n t us the same dilemma t h a t perplexes 
those who do not d i s t ingu ish between the divine 
purpose and the human o b l i g a t i o n . T o r e t a i n 
our poise we can l earn f r o m the L o r d how t o 
d i re c t o u r energy i n t o p r a c t i c a l uses, a p p l y our 

d o c t r i n a l u n d e r s t a n d i n g t o simple deeds; i n 
f a c t , re late re l ig ion t o l i f e . 

B y observing the inner and the outer sides 
of man we can reduce human needs t o simple 
f orms and learn t h a t people do not suffer the 
d e p r i v a t i o n of money and m a t e r i a l as much as 
they do p o v e r t y of m o r a l and s p i r i t u a l v is ion. 
I t is the m i n d and h e a r t t h a t need confidence 
instead of fear , a sense of s e cur i ty t o replace 
a n x i e t j q a purpose and guidance in l i v i n g here 
and now r a t h e r t h a n i n a f u t u r e r e w a r d . 

T h e r e is a constant appea l to o u r sympa
thies. On the one h a n d we see the w o r l d of men 
shrouded between uncer ta int i es , su f fer ing the 
t r a v a i l of confusion, while on the other hand 
is the g i f t o f a new reve lat ion p r e p a r e d by the 
L o r d f o r the New A g e — a remedy and hea l ing 
f o r the ills of the nat ions t h a t cannot be g iven 
u n t i l there is will ingness t o rece ive—an a p p r e 
c i a t i o n and confidence. I t is this s i t u a t i o n 
which makes demands on us t o lead men i n t o 
an u n d e r s t a n d i n g of the m e r c i f u l C r e a t o r . I n 
this ca l l t h a t comes t o you and to me is the 
greatest o p p o r t u n i t y of the centuries , to win 
His cause by los ing ourselves. 

Out of the m a n y o p p o r t u n i t i e s t h a t c h a l 
lenge our resources, l e t us wisely concentrate 
upon the few which meet the u r g e n t needs and 
ho ld promise of immediate results . O u r efforts 
i n the past have been encourag ing , f o r some of 
these doctr ines have t a k e n hold on rel igious 
minds and are a consolat ion to the bereaved 
and suf fer ing . 

T h e greatest need is to help people o f r e 
l ig ious f a i t h by speaking a language t h a t they 
under>tand , expressing the doctr ines i n simple 
f o rms . T h e r e are a lways involved mysteries 
i n r e l i g i o n , subjects beyond the common realm 
of m i n d t h a t c h a r m the graduates , bu t do no t 
interest the nov i t ia tes . L e t us keep i n m i n d the 
Book of Revelation wh i ch tells us t h a t we be
l o n g t o the O r d e r of the I r o n R o d , t h a t the 
essential t r u t h s are i n the l e t t e r of the W o r d 
and can be seen i n n a t u r a l l i g h t . A l l of the 
doc t r ine necessary f o r guidance i n d a i l y l i v i n g , 
and useful in preserv ing the affections is p l a i n l y 
s tated i n bo th S c r i p t u r e and the W r i t i n g s . 
W h a t is beyond t h a t can be le f t to o ther states 
of m i n d and f u t u r e generat ions . 

M a y I propose three m a j o r objectives f o r 
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our immediate considerat ion? T h e first, con
cerns human re la t i ons , and asks t h a t we empha
size f o r the coming y e a r , and teach by w o r d 
and example, the j o y o f p e r f o r m i n g useful 
service. T h e idea of service has entered i n t o 
ideals, b u t i t has never been presented as a re 
l igious d o c t r i n e , as a d iv ine method of c o r r e c t 
i n g the basic evils of society, as s a t i s f y i n g the 
higher asp i ra t i ons by w o r k i n g w i t h God t o f u l 
fill H i s purposes, and as a means of h a r m o n i z 
i n g man w i t h the creative forces of his w o r l d . 
Other purposes are t o show t h a t every business, 
every profess ion, every exercise of g i f t o r t a l e n t 
can be gauged by t h a t one s t a n d a r d in a t t a i n 
i n g i ts p e r f e c t i o n : t o p o i n t t o the raw ma
ter ia ls and resources of n a t u r e as appea l ing to 
inventive genius f o r release i n t o useful forms 
in the service of h u m a n i t y - T h e sa t i s fac t i on 
of college y o u t h i n t r a i n i n g f o r useful service, 
the happiness to every engaged couple t h a t en
ters m a r r i a g e w i t h the i n t e n t i o n o f g r e a t e r use, 
thus suggest the theme of Happiness T h r o u g h 
Use. 

A s a correct ive doc t r ine wc can see countless 
trades and professions w i t h e r i n g under the 
pressure of conscience, weighed i n the balance 
and f ound w a n t i n g ; a l lurements and devices 
now p r e y i n g on society, breeding disease and 
misery, would sink i n t o the d i scard . 

T h e second p r o j e c t concerns the efficiency 
of T h e Convent ion . I t s ac t iv i t ies embrace 
m a t e r i a l , m o r a l , and s p i r i t u a l values, which 
have g r a d u a l l y a t t a i n e d large p r o p o r t i o n s and 
have expanded w i t h o u t i n t e r r u p t i o n d u r i n g the 
past 120 years . W e need t o r e a d j u s t and co
o rd inate i ts departments so t h a t the organic 
flow of i t s func t i ons can operate w i t h the f a c i l 
i t y and efficiency now i n use i n modern o r g a n i 
zations h a v i n g comparable vast interests and 
responsibi l i t ies . W i t h p r o p e r ad jus tments be
tween the Convent ion and i t s several p a r t s , 
waste m o t i o n w i l l be avoided, d e s u l t o n - p r a c 
tices e l iminated , and in ani equitable d iv is ion of 
respons ib i l i ty , the best interests o f the C h u r c h 
w i l l be conserved and we can then safely move 
f o r w a r d t o definite and w o r t h y goal>. 

O u r next o p p o r t u n i t y is i n the field of pub 
l i c a t i o n . O u r past success i n b r i n g i n g the doc
tr ines t o the a t t e n t i o n of eager readers has been 
t h r o u g h the l i bera l use of the p r i n t i n g press. 

T h e New C h u r c h is unique i n t h a t i ts heavenly 
doctr ines have been firmly i m p r i n t e d i n m a n u 
s c r i p t f o r m . T h i s means t h a t they are n o t 
sub jec t to dev iat ions , t o e r r a t i c i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s 
or rac ia l a d a p t a t i o n s . T h e y are avai lable now 
in twenty - f ive languages and are of u n i f o r m 
tex t . 

T h e t ime has come when the Convent ion 
must e o n t r o l i ts own p u b l i c a t i o n s . I do no t 
mean those of the s t a n d a r d works , bu t of 
e laborat ions of the doctr ines i n p o p u l a r f orms 
t h a t w i l l appeal to the c lergy of a l l denomina
t i ons , p r o v i d i n g them w i t h sermon m a t e r i a l ; 
f o r the enl ightenment of the m a n y people who 
believe in the B ib le , b u t who have lost interest 
in the pract i ces of the churches : and f o r the 
educat ion of those who have church connec
t ions and who seek knowledge o f the deeper 
meaning of re l ig ion and of the n a t u r e of God. 
I n the past we have stressed c on t rov er s ia l sub
j e c t s and publ ished books t h a t have div ided 
r a t h e r t h a n u n i t e d our people. 

T h e Convention's f u t u r e s t r e n g t h is i n the 
p r o p e r use of the p r i n t e d page, in the e o n t r o l 
of i t s p u b l i c i t y and extension w o r k . B e g i n n i n g 
i n these p r a c t i c a l ways t o share w i t h others , 
we can have confidence t h a t the F o r w a r d 
Movement has come f r o m our hearts and minds 
ready to be sent i n t o the w o r l d . 

T H E L o r d compares the. Kingdom of God to 
leaven . . . This is presented and seen in the other 
l i f e . As to the leaven, an evil sp ir i t is sent into 
the Societies which are upon the mountains, rocks, 
or hi l ls , who inspire lusts. The consequence is, 
that the whole mult itude as i t were ferments. 
Some of them act as one wi th h i m : some do not 
so act: some dissent. Those who act as one w i t h 
him t u r n their faces in that d irect ion ; those who 
do not act as one t u r n their faces away. Then a l l 
those who have turned their faces to him are gath
ered into one companv, and are cast out . . . into 
H e l l . — ( D . 5222 . ) 

. . . I t is one th ing to appropriate fa ls i ty , and 
another to adjoin i t : They who adjo in i t , i f they 
are i n good, reject falsity when t r u t h appears to 
them; but they who appropriate fa ls i ty to them
selves, retain i t , and resist the t r u t h itself when 
i t appears. Hence i t is that i t is so frequently 
said, that what is leavened is not to be eaten.— 
(A. 7909 . ) 
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The Brother of Jesus 

NO T very much is said in the gospels about 
the f a m i l y i n t o which the L o r d was b o r n . 

B u t we know t h a t M a r y the mother of Jesus 
had other ch i ldren i n la ter years. She had 
f o u r other sons whose names are mentioned in 
the gospel of S t . M a r k . A n d she had d a u g h 
ters also. T h e L o r d Jesus was the f i r s t of her 
sons. B u t she had others . James and Joses 
and J u d e and Simon. 

James became an i m p o r t a n t man i n la ter 
years , one of the ear ly bishops of the C h r i s 
t i a n C h u r c h . H e is supposed to have w r i t t e n 
the E p i s t l e of S t . James. A n d t r a d i t i o n places 
h i m among the e a r l y m a r t y r s . W h e n he was 
f i f ty - f ive years o f age he was condemned by the 
Counc i l of the Jews, t h r o w n f r o m the temple 
and stoned to death . 

H e was f o r m a n y years the constant com
pan ion o f the Apos t l e Peter , and w i t h h i m 
preached the gospel t h r o u g h o u t the l and . 

W h y am I t e l l i n g y o u a l l this? F o r th i s 
reason: I n the e a r l y days of the L o r d ' s m i n 
i s t r y , James a l together fa i led t o recognize H i m 
as the great teacher and Sav iour of m a n k i n d . 
H e gave no he lp , no encouragement. P r o b a b l y , 
l ike the other members o f the f a m i l y , he t h o u g h t 
t h a t Jesus was a l toge ther mis taken . 

A n d here is the lesson I w a n t t o p o i n t o u t : 
Be ready t o recognize the value, the w o r t h , the 
q u a l i t y of the people w i t h whom y o u l ive. I t 
is n o t easy, when we l ive close t o people t o 
realize the beauty of the i r characters . 

T h e L o r d Jesus said t h a t a p r o p h e t is no t 
w i t h o u t honor , save i n his own c o u n t r y and 
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among his own people. A n d th i s is t r u e of 
o ther f o l k . W e may be l i v i n g w i t h people who 
are w o n d e r f u l l y angelic , and never recognize 
t h e i r q u a l i t y . W e are too close t o them t o 
see t h e i r real beauty . 

T h e r e was a woman once in E n g l a n d who 
had a soldier son. H e was a y o u n g officer. 
T h e y t h o u g h t h i m s t u p i d and useless, and t o l d 
h i m once t h a t he was good as food f o r powder 
and shot. B u t her son became General W o l f e , 
whose genius and heroism wrested Canada f r o m 
the French and gave i t t o the B r i t i s h E m p i r e . 

I t is a good t h i n g to look f o r a l l the good 
po ints i n the members o f y o u r own f a m i l y . 
W e have not i ced t h a t g i r l s seldom t h i n k t he i r 
own bro thers are as clever as the other youths 
they know. W e have not i ced , t o o , t h a t the 
youths o f ten t h i n k t h e i r own sisters are a n u i 
sance, not h a l f as a t t r a c t i v e as o ther g i r l s they 
know. T h e y arc n e a r l y always mis taken . T h e 
f i r s t p lace i n which to look f o r beauty of c h a r 
acter is in y o u r own home. L o o k f o r i t there , 
and y o u w i l l near ly always f ind i t . 

One reason James d i d n o t come sooner to a p 
prec iate and love Jesus was t h a t he l ived so 
close to H i m . T h e people who l ive a t the f oo t 
of a m o u n t a i n do n o t see the beauty of i t 
near ly as well as those who live a few miles 
away. M o s t of us do not apprec ia te our 
fa thers and mothers and sisters and bro thers 
h a l f as much as we ought t o do. W e can 
avo id the mistake James made b y beg inning i n 
o u r own homes to show o u r love and a p p r e c i a 
t i o n t o the members of our own famil ies . T h a t 
is a very real sense i n which i t is t r u e t h a t 
c h a r i t y should begin a t home. 
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The Diagnosis and the 
Treatment 

By Adelina Nunez Baker 

IN my previous a r t i c l e "The New Definition 
of Charity," the need was p o i n t e d out f o r 

us t o get down t o brass tacks and tack le o u r 
problem i n a definite and p r a c t i c a l manner . 

F u r t h e r e luc idat ion of the ideas p u t f o r t h 
i n t h a t a r t i c l e are t o be f o u n d here and they 
may prov ide an answer t o M r , J a c k W . Odey's 
What's Wrong With the New Church? which 
I read a f t e r I had w r i t t e n The New Definition 
of Charity. F r o m the E a s t and f r o m the 
West s imultaneously comes the a p p e a l : " L e t 
us get down t o brass t a c k s . " 

E v e r y N e w - C h u r c h member w i l l agree t h a t 
our C h u r c h is in i t s i n f a n c y . L e t us examine 
this i n f a n t and see w h a t is the m a t t e r w i t h i t . 
I t should be s t a r t i n g to w a l k . I n s t e a d i t is 
su f fer ing f r o m r i cke ts . 

W e w i l l no t e r r i f we consider the f i rs t C h r i s 
t i a n C h u r c h as the M o t h e r of th i s i n f a n t New 
C h u r c h . T h i s i n f a n t so f a r has been breast 
fed. I t has sucked a lmost d r y the breasts o f 
its M o t h e r ; i n other words , the New C h u r c h has 
g r o w n f r o m those of the o ld C h r i s t i a n churches 
who had a real af fect ion f o r t r u t h . T h i s is 
the m i l k on which the i n f a n t New C h u r c h h a d 
t h r i v e d so f a r . T h e d ie t has been good , b u t 
the m i l k is t h i n n i n g out and the ch i ld is beg in
n i n g t o show definite signs of needing a d d i t i o n a l 
food in the f o r m o f solids and v i t a m i n s t h a t 
w i l l b u i l d u p bone and tissue, as i t has been 
nursed a long w i t h such care and sol ic i tude t h a t 
i t is l i t e r a l l y being k i l l ed w i t h kindness. F o r 
f ear of i t s suf fer ing some accident , i t has been 
keep in-doors and n o t b r o u g h t o u t i n t o the 
sunshine and the resul t is t h a t i t has the r i cke ts . 
I t s legs are too weak f o r i t t o s tand u p a n d 
use them. T h e c h i l d needs sunshine, sp inach , 
coddled eggs and orange j u i c e . 

A r e we g o i n g t o take care of th i s c h i l d p r o p 
e r l y o r are we g o i n g to cont inue k i l l i n g i t w i t h 
kindness and solicitude? I t has t o g r o w u p . 
I t has t o b u i l d bone and tissue. I t cannot con
t inue t o l ive w i t h i t s h e a r t and lungs e x p a n d i n g 
and i ts legs and feet no t keeping u p w i t h i t s 
g r o w t h and therefore n o t be ing able t o s u p p o r t 

i t s body p r o p e r l y . I t is h i g h t ime t h a t some
t h i n g be done about i t . 

T h e c h i l d has a good s t r o n g h e a r t and a 
l u s t y p a i r of lungs . I t s cries are being h e a r d , 
and the w o r l d is beg inning t o s i t u p and take 
notice o f i ts existence. W e have a great re 
spons ib i l i t y . T h e ch i ld has t o g r o w u p under 
our care. H o w w i l l we b u i l d u p bone and tissue, 
and get i t on i t s feet so t h a t i t m a y g r o w u p 
and become the fine a d u l t of which i t shows 
such good promise? 

As we need to b u i l d bone and tissue f o r the 
i n f a n t New C h u r c h , we can see r e a d i l y by the 
very law of correspondences how th i s is t o be 
accomplished. Swedenborg has c l ear ly s tated 
t h a t the sense of the l e t t e r of the W o r d is the 
very skeleton or bony s t r u c t u r e on which the 
i n t e r i o r senses rest . W i t h o u t this bony f r a m e 
work the i n t e r i o r senses would have no f o u n d a 
t i o n and would f a l l in a f labby mass, j u s t as 
the human body w i t h o u t i ts f r a m e w o r k of bones 
would crumble i n t o a s o r r y mass of flesh. M y 
deduct ion therefore is t h a t i n order to b u i l d 
bone and tissue f o r the i n f a n t New C h u r c h , i t 
is necessary f o r us t o w o r k w i t h the sense of 
the l e t t e r of the W o r d , and t o f o r g e t , f o r the 
t ime being t h a t i t has an i n t e r n a l sense, as 
we are a p p r o a c h i n g those who do no t know of 
the existence of an i n t e r n a l sense and who even 
question the v a l i d i t y of the sense o f the l e t t e r . 
T h e r e f o r e we have t o keep i n m i n d t h a t the 
p o i n t we wish t o a t t a i n is t o get them i n t o an 
af f irmative s tand r e g a r d i n g the s a n c t i t y o f the 
W o r d in the sense of the letter. A n af f irmative 
s tand w i t h r e g a r d t o the holiness o f the sense 
of the l e t t e r is the f i r s t g rea t step. A l l the rest 
w i l l come l a t e r . 

W e should address those of a l l re l ig ions . W e 
should not antagonize them by e x p l a i n i n g t h a t 
B a b y l o n i n the Apoca lypse represents the 
R o m a n Catho l i c C h u r c h and t h a t the G r e a t 
D r a g o n represents the P r o t e s t a n t Churches. 
I t is no t necessary t o s t a r t by e x p l a i n i n g t h a t 
the New C h u r c h is to supersede these t w o and 
t h a t the Second C o m i n g of the L o r d is here. 
T h i s would be t oo much o f a b l i n d i n g l i g h t . 

On these issues we should w o r k as the sun 
works when a new d a y is d a w n i n g . T h e sun 
does not come u p i n f u l l b las t and dispel the 
darkness i n one fe l l swoop. I t comes u p very 
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s lowly , as anybody who has witnessed a sun
rise can vouch f o r . J u s t a mere g low h a r d l y 
d ist inguishable f r o m the s u r r o u n d i n g darkness 
comes first. T h e n g r a d u a l l y , very g r a d u a l l y 
th ings are i n d i s t i n c t l y vis ible , the d a r k clouds 
become t i n t e d w i t h b e a u t i f u l colors , th ings be
g i n t o appear more d i s t i n c t l y . G r a d u a l l y , very 
g r a d u a l l y , every ob je c t and every l i v i n g crea
t u r e begins t o s t i r as i f w i t h new l i f e , and the 
sun i tse l f does n o t make i t s appearance sud
denly , b u t g r a d u a l l y , v e r y g r a d u a l l y the edge 
of i ts d isk appears , and grows and grows , u n t i l 
we contemplate i t i n i ts f u l l splendor and a 
new d a y has begun. 

T h i s is the way we have to w o r k . C a r r y i n g 
o u r correspondences a step f u r t h e r , we find t h a t 
the sun represents love o r c h a r i t y . T h e r e f o r e , 
i t is w i t h the t each ing of c h a r i t y , a new def ini 
t i o n o f i t as given b y Swedenborg, t h a t we must 
s t a r t . I f a new d a y f o r h u m a n i t y is t o dawn , 
this w i l l have t o be i ts Sun. I t w i l l have t o 
make i ts apearance i n the w o r l d d i spe l l ing the 
darkness l i t t l e b y l i t t l e , m a k i n g th ings t h a t 
were i n d i s t i n c t l y visible come i n t o f u l l s i g h t , 
c o l o r i n g the clouds w i t h b r i l l i a n t t i n t s , i ts own 
disk a p p e a r i n g very slowly f o r fear of b l i n d i n g 
the eyes, in the very same manner t h a t the sun 
of our w o r l d makes i ts d a i l y appearance. 

Swedenborg's teachings of the new C h a r i t y 
are the most e d i f y i n g t h a t the w o r l d has ever 
k n o w n . These teachings are i n the sense of 
the l e t t e r o f the w o r d . N o one needs t o be 
a college g r a d u a t e t o u n d e r s t a n d them. N o 
one needs t o know of the i n t e r n a l sense of the 
W o r d i n order t o apprec ia te them. T h e i r 
t r u t h is undeniable b y C h r i s t i a n , Jew or M o -
hamedan. W e have t o s t a r t w i t h the p l a i n u n 
mistakable t r u t h s o f a new C h a r i t y accessible 
to everybody, i n o r d e r t o establish the first 
g l immer ings of l i g h t of the sun of C h a r i t y . T h i s 
is the sun t h a t the i n f a n t New C h u r c h needs, 
i f i t is t o be cured of i t s r i cke ts . 

T h e sp inach , coddled eggs and orange j u i c e , 
w i l l consist o f those who by the simple t r u t h s 
of the new def in i t ion o f C h a r i t y , w i l l see new 
beauty in the sense o f the l e t t e r o f the W o r d , 
thereby establ ishing an af f irmative a t t i t u d e , 
g r o u n d capable o f rece iv ing seed and b r i n g i n g 
i t t o f r u i t i o n . T h e r e w i l l he some who w i l l wish 
t o examine th ings more i n t e r i o r l y , once they 

have been s t a r t e d on the new d a y , and so w i l l 
become new red corpuscles i n the blood of the 
i n f a n t . T h e i n f a n t New C h u r c h is sorely i n 
need o f this new diet . W i l l we cont inue t o feed 
i t on t h i n m i l k ? W i l l i t cont inue t o lose weight? 
W i l l i t cont inue to have unstable legs which 
deprive i t o f act ion? 

N o w , w h a t are we g o i n g to do about i t ? 
P u b l i s h i n g art i c les and t a k i n g no c ons t ruc 

t ive steps, w i l l leave us j u s t where we are a t 
present. W h a t we need is a c t i o n . 

T h e first step t o be t a k e n is t o establish a 
C e n t r a l N a t i o n a l Committee w i t h headquarters 
i n New Y o r k C i t y and branches t h r o u g h o u t 
the c o u n t r y . T h e w o r k of this C e n t r a l N a 
t i o n a l Committee w o u l d be to collect funds 
w i t h which t o c a r r y on p r o m o t i o n w o r k b y 
rad io and the d a i l y press r e g a r d i n g the new 
teaching of c h a r i t y . 

W e need funds f o r t h i s . A n y N e w - C h u r c h 
member who intends t o leave funds in his w i l l 
f o r the p r o m o t i o n of N e w - C h u r c h w o r k , w i l l do 
well t o donate the funds d u r i n g his l i f e t ime , 
r i g h t now, f o r the purpose of c a r r y i n g on the 
i m p o r t a n t w o r k we are consider ing , and on 
which the very l i f e of the i n f a n t New C h u r c h 
depends. 

T h e second step w i l l be t o establish a N e w -
C h u r c h P u b l i c i t y D e p a r t m e n t as soon as 
funds are avai lable in sufficient q u a n t i t y n o t 
on ly t o r u n the d e p a r t m e n t b u t t o s t a r t our 
P u b l i c i t y P r o g r a m , on a definite a p p r o p r i a t i o n 
t o cover one year o f p u b l i c i t y . I t is n o t 
necessary t o p o i n t o u t here j u s t w h a t th i s 
p r o g r a m would be, as we first have t o collect 
the funds and then we w i l l cu t out our c loak 
a c c o r d i n g to the m a t e r i a l we have on h a n d . 
N o spasmodic p u b l i c i t y would be u n d e r t a k e n . 
T h e t h i n g has t o be done r i g h t or n o t a t a l l . 
W h i c h shal l i t be? I t is u p t o each member 
o f the New C h u r c h t h r o u g h o u t the n a t i o n to 
decide th i s m a t t e r f o r himself . L e t us come 
down t o e a r t h and make a decision. L e t us 
tack le the prob lem where i t should be tack led . 
Beyond the shadow o f a d o u b t , the very law 
of correspondences po ints o u t t o us how we 
should proceed so t h a t a new d a y may g r a d u 
a l l y dawn on th i s t r o u b l e d w o r l d . L e t us be 
u p and do ing . 
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NEWS OF THE CHURCH 

C A M B R I D G E , M A S S . 
On Convention Sunday, May 8th, the Rev. Chauncey 

Giles Hubbell conducted the morning service. The Soci
ety was glad to welcome Mr. Hubbell home again to 
Cambridge. 

On May 22nd, Mr. Alfred A . Furness, who is finishing 
his studies at the Theological School this year, will 
preach for this Society. 

June 12th will be observed as Children's Day, at which 
time the pupils of the Sunday-school will attend the 
morning service in the church. Plants will be given to 
all the children in the School; Bibles to those who 
have reached the age of seven years, and Books of Wor
ship to those of fourteen years. With this session, the 
School closes for the summer. 

The concluding service of the season will be held on 
Sunday, June 26th. The sacrament of the Lord's Sup
per will be administered at that service. Regular ser
vices will be resumed in the fall, September 11th; the 
Sunday-school beginning September 18th. 

The annual business meeting of the Society is sched
uled for Friday, May 27th, at 8:00 o'clock, and will be 
held at 48 Quincy Street. 

The church and Sunday-school picnic will be held on 
Saturday, June 11th, at Prospect Hi l l , Waltham, Camp 
Number One. 

The Ladies ' Aid has concluded its meetings for the 
season. The annual meeting of the Hal f Hour Club 
was held on Tuesday, May 10th, with Miss Margaret 
Worcester, at 5 Bryant Street. 

The closing exercises of the New Church Theological 
School will be held on Friday, June 17th, at two-thirty 
o'clock. The fall opening of the School will be on Mon
day, September 26th, with service open to the Society 
and all friends of the School. Ten-thirty A . M . is the 
hour. 

CONFIRMATIONS 

O n E a s t e r S u n d a y , A p r i l 17, 1938, the follow
ing persons were confirmed and received into 
membership by the R e v . H a r o l d R . G u s t a f s o n , at 
B r o c k t o n , M a s s . ; T h e l m a M a e W h i t e ; N o r m a 
G r a c e A l l i n ; P a u l i n e M a y A l l i n ; L o r r a i n e F r a n 
ces G o o d w i n ; P r i s c i l l a M a r j o r i e G o o d w i n ; E . 
M i l d r e d M o r r i s o n ; and E d w a r d L o u i s Macomber . 

BAPTISMS 

C U S H M A N . — R o b e r t E d w a r d , infant son of M r . 
and M r s . E d w a r d E . C u s h m a n of B r o c k t o n , M a s s . , 
at the C h u r c h in B r o c k t o n , on E a s t e r S u n d a y , 
A p r i l 17, 1938, by the R e v . H a r o l d R . G u s t a f s o n . 

W H I T E , A L L I N . — M i s s T h e l m a M a e W h i t e , M i s s 
N o r m a G r a c e A l l i n , M i s s P a u l i n e M a y A l l i n , of 

B r o c k t o n , were baptized at the C h u r c h in B r o c k 
ton, on E a s t e r S u n d a y , A p r i l 17, 1938, by the 
R e v . H a r o l d R . G u s t a f s o n . 

F O S T E R . — J o h n J o s e p h , 16, a n d P h i l i p , 13, sons 
of M r . and M r s . J . J . F o s t e r and grandsons of 
M r . G . G . K r o g e l , of the P a t e r s o n Society , were 
baptized A p r i l 27th by the R e v . L e s l i e M a r s h a l l . 

OBITU ARY 

H A R L A N . — J o h n J . H a r l a n , for many years a 
member of the L a n c a s t e r , P a . , Society , passed to 
the higher l i fe on M a r c h 20th. H e had been in 
i l l health since he figured in a n automobile t u r n 
over two y e a r s ago. 

Mr. Harlan was a retired stone mason contractor. 
During his active and busy life he erected more church 
buildings in and about Lancaster than any other con
tractor. He was the builder of the Church of God and 
St. Mark's Lutheran churches; St. John's Lutheran, 
Columbia; United Brethren, E p h r a t a ; the Sell Memorial 
Chapel, Masonic Homes, Elizabethtown; and the Keipcr 
Home, North Duke Street. He was the son of the late 
El l is and Rachel Markley Harlan of Lancaster County. 
He is survived by his wife, who was Minnie Gochenaur; 
two daughters, Anna, wife of H a r r y Gable, and Li l l ian , 
wife of Philip Pontz, both of this city ; a sister, Mrs. 
Elmer Wikcr, of this city ; two grandchildren and two 
great-grandchildren. Resurrection services were held at 
the home on Thursday morning, March 24th, at 10:30 
o'clock, conducted by the Rev. C. W. Clodfeltcr, pastor 
of the Lancaster Society, and the Rev. Thomas L . 
Nugent of the Preston Society. The interment was in 
the Riverview Burial Park. 

c. w. c. 

Affirmation 
GREAT PEACE HAVE THEY THAT LOVE THY 

LAW; AND NOTHING SHALL OFFEND THEM. 
—Psa lm , cxix. 165. 

i i 
M a y 29 . 

The Sunday after Ascension 
T H E D I V I N E H U M A N I T Y 

I n t r o i t H y m n 4 9 : " A l l h a i l the power of J e s u s ' 
N a m e . " 

S e l . 3 1 : " T h e - e a r t h is the L o r d ' s . " 
P r o p e r P s a l m s ; 8. 2 1 , 47, s u n g , with Doxology 

after e a c h . : 
L e s s o n I . E x . xv . 
Responsive Service X I V . T h e Ascens ion . 
L e s s o n I I . L u k e x x i v , 36 -53 . 
G l o r i a , Benedictus a n d F a i t h , the latter sung, to 

M a g . 777 , or B . W . , p. 388. 
H y m n s ( M a g . ) 186 : " J e s u s C h r i s t is r isen t o d a y . " 

197 : " W h o is this that comes in g l o r y ? " 
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The Augmentation Fund 
S T A N D S F O R T H R E E V I T A L T H I N G S : 

1. The Encouragement and Assistance of Weak Societies 
2. Reasonable and Reliable Support for Ministers 
3. Help in Supporting Students for the Ministry 

T o Maintain and E x t e n d I t s W o r k I t 

Needs Your Support 
T o those who think of making a bequest to the Fund, the Treasurer will be pleased to 

furnish suitable forms and to give any advice that may be asked. A s State laws with 
regard to wills vary, local counsel in the State of the testator should finally be consulted. 
Make checks payable to A L B E R T P . C A R T E R , Treasurer , and send all correspondence 

to him at 511 B A R R I S T E R S H A L L , B O S T O N 9, M A S S . 

U R B A N A J U N I O R C O L L E G E 
of the General Convention 

Preliminary work for L i b e r a l Arts , A g r i 
culture, Dentistry, L a w , Theology, Medicine, 
Pharmacy, Education and Engineering. Special 
courses also in the study of the Word and the 
Writings. Freshmen and Sophomore years. 
For information address, 

Rev . Russel l Eaton , President 
Urbana, Ohio 

Commemoration Edition 
S W E D E N B O R G , 

L I F E AND T E A C H I N G 
B y George Trobridge 

U s e t h i s book d u r i n g the present ce lebrat ion of the 
250th A n n i v e r s a r y of S w e d e n b o r g ' s b i r t h to i n t r o d u c e 
h i m to new r e a d e r s . A book of 343 pages, h a n d s o m e l y 
bound in s e m i - l i m p imitat ion leather c o v e r s , gilt letter
i n g , rounded c o r n e r s , for 25 cents per copy, postpaid . 

O u r r e g u l a r paper-bound e d i t i o n of t h i s book, 
10 cents per copy, postpaid . 

O r d e r a q u a n t i t y for j u d i c i o u s d i s t r i b u t i o n . 

Swedenborg Foundation Incorporated 
51 E a s t 42nd St. New Y o r k , N . Y . 

T H E M E S S E N G E R 
is the official organ of the 

CONVENTION 
and the special news servant 

of the 
C H U R C H 

Help the Church by subscribing to 
T H E M E S S E N G E R 

Keep in touch with the external 
organization of the Church 

Three dollars per annum 

T H E N E W - C H U R C H 
T H E O L O G I C A L S C H O O L 

48 Quincy St., Cambridge, Mass. 

A tbree-years' course preparing for the min
istry. 

Courses by correspondence in the Theology 
of the New Church, and in Spiritual I n 
terpretation of the Scriptures. 

For information apply to 
F r a n k l i n H . Blackmer, President 

B O A R D O F M I S S I O N S 
O F T H E 

General Convention 

OU R S is peculiarly a missionary church so 
that the uses of this Board require wide 

and intensive activity. Your Board is com
posed of individuals thoroughly acquainted with 
the task before it. and who devote much time 
and energy to their duties. Help them carry 
on. Suggestions invited. 

L L O Y D A . F R O S T , Treasurer 

C A M B R I D G E T R U S T C O . 

C A M B R I D G E , M A S S . 

H o n . F o r s t e r W . F r e e m a n P r e s i d e n t 
P a u l S p e r r y V i c e - P r e s i d e n t 
L e s l i e M a r s h a l l G e n e r a l S e c r e t a r y 

94 A r l i n g t o n A v e . , H a w t h o r n e , N . J . 

C H A P E L H I L L S C H O O L 
( F o r m e r l y c a l l e d W a l t h a m S c h o o l for G i r l s ) 

Waltham, Massachusetts 

A B o a r d i n g a n d D a y S c h o o l control led b y N e w -
C h u r c h T r u s t e e s . P u p i l s a c c e p t e d ages 5 to 19 ; sep
a r a t e homes for older a n d younger g i r l s . Co l lege 
P r e p a r a t o r y a n d G e n e r a l c o u r s e s i n U p p e r S c h o o l . 
Outdoor sports . F o r catalogue, a d d r e s s 

P H I L I P E . G O O D H U E 
Principal 

L Y N N N E I G H B O R H O O D H O U S E 
A S S O C I A T I O N 

Contributions solicited 
Help us serve the Children 

B E R T H A M . W H I T M A N , T r e a s u r e r 

109 Walnut Avenue, Roxbury 19, Mass . 
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