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W H A T T H E N E W C H U R C H 
T E A C H E S 

1. THE DIVINITY OF THE LORD JESUS 
CHRIST, WHO IS JEHOVAH GOD MANIFESTED 
TO MEN. 

2. THE DIVINITY OF THE SACRED SCRIP
TURES—THE SPIRITUAL NATURE AND INNER 
MEANING OF THE DIVINE WORD. 

3. THE UNBROKEN CONTINUITY OF HUMAN 
LIFE. 

4. THE NEARNESS OF THE SPIRITUAL WORLD. 

5. THE NECESSITY OF A LIFE OF UNSELFISH 
SERVICE AND SELF-DENIAL AS A CONDITION 
OF SALVATION. 

THE NEW CHURCH FINDS THESE TEACHINGS 
IN THE DIVINE WORD. IT TEACHES NOTHING 
THAT CANNOT BE CONFIRMED BY THE WORD 
OF GOD. IT ACKNOWLEDGES ITS INDEBTED
NESS TO EMANUEL SWEDENBORG IN WHOSE 
THEOLOGICAL WORKS THESE DOCTRINES ARE 
FORMULATED. SWEDENBORG ASSERTS THAT 
HE WAS CALLED BY THE LORD TO MAKE 
KNOWN TO MEN THE SECOND COMING. THIS 
SECOND ADVENT WAS NOT A PHYSICAL AP
PEARANCE, BUT A NEW REVELATION OF DI
VINE TRUTH TO MEN BY WHICH THE INTER
NAL SENSE OF THE SCRIPTURES WAS MADE 
KNOWN. 

THE NEW CHURCH ACCEPTS THIS CLAIM 
OF SWEDENBORG BECAUSE IT FINDS THAT 
ALL THE DOCTRINES FORMULATED IN HIS 
WRITINGS ARE CONFIRMED BY THE WORD 
OF GOD. 

THE NEW CHURCH BELIEVES THAT IT IS 
COMMISSIONED TO MAKE KNOWN THESE 
DOCTRINES TO THE WHOLE WORLD. IN ALL 
HUMILITY IT BELIEVES IN THIS DIVINE COM
MISSION; BUT IT CHEERFULLY ACKNOWL
EDGES THAT IN A WIDE AND CATHOLIC 
SENSE THE LORD'S NEW CHURCH EXISTS 
WHEREVER HE IS WORSHIPPED IN HIS DIVINE 
HUMANITY AND HIS REVEALED WORD IS AC 
CEPTED AS A GUIDE TO HUMAN CONDUCT 
AND REGENERATION. 
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A D a y o f P r a y e r 

MA R C H 4 t h was observed i n man} 7 churches 
i n th i s l a n d as a " W o r l d D a y o f P r a y e r . " 

W e u n d e r s t a n d t h a t th i s observance was n o t 
l i m i t e d t o churches i n the U n i t e d States b u t 
h a d the cooperat ion o f m a n y P r o t e s t a n t 
churches t h r o u g h o u t the E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g 
w o r l d . T h e ob je c t of the observance was t o 
seek D i v i n e help f o r the establ ishment of peace 
and f o r the acquis i t i on of wisdom whereby the 
nat ions m a y be led out o f confusion, ignorance 
and other obstacles t o s p i r i t u a l g r o w t h . O f 
the earnestness and unselfishness a t the back of 
this movement there is no possible doubt . I t 
was a n a l t r u i s t i c , consecrated ef fort t o seek 
D i v i n e help f o r m a n k i n d i n the present state of 
u n c e r t a i n t y and confusion i n h u m a n a f fa i r s . 
I t was i n d i r e c t accord w i t h the t e a c h i n g of 
the Sav iour , " t h a t men o u g h t a lways t o p r a y , 
and n o t t o f a i n t . " 

O f course i t is impossible t o evaluate the 
results of a d a y of p r a y e r . T h a t there should 
be any immediate , visible effect w o u l d be t oo 
much t o expec t ; b u t u n i t y o f t h o u g h t and p u r 
pose on the p a r t o f mi l l i ons of people must 
surely have some effect in opening u p the ave
nues whereby s p i r i t u a l i n f l u x f r o m the heavens 
is effected. B u t we m a y be j u s t i f i e d i n s a y i n g 

t h a t f o r such u n i t y o f t h o u g h t and influence 
t o be effective i t m u s t be cont inuous and n o t 
l i m i t e d t o one d a y . Doubtless the p r o m o t e r s 
of the e f f or t realized t h i s , a n d expected t h a t 
the p r a y e r f u l a t t i t u d e of mi l l i ons o f people 
w o u l d be m a i n t a i n e d over a considerable p e r i o d 
o f t ime . 

W7e do n o t know much about the te lepathic 
influence o f p r a y e r . T o w h a t extent the p r a y 
ers of peaceful people m a y influence and mod 
erate the t h o u g h t s and desires o f the w a r l i k e 
a n d aggressive p o r t i o n of the wor ld ' s p o p u l a 
t i o n is something o f which Ave are a lmost en
t i r e l y i g n o r a n t . W h a t l i t t l e we do k n o w o f 
mass psycho logy tends t o s u p p o r t the idea t h a t 
the h u m a n m i n d is open t o the influence o f 
waves o f t h o u g h t f r o m other minds t h a t are 
o p e r a t i n g i n unison . T h e r e is evidence, also, 
t h a t p r a y e r s f o r the sick m a y be h e l p f u l even 
t h o u g h the sick m a n himsel f is unaware of the 
f a c t t h a t others are p r a y i n g f o r h i m . H o w 
f a r , i f a t a l l , the minds of the evi l and selfish 
m a y be influenced b y the p r a y e r s of the good 
is something t h a t a t present no m a n under 
stands. 

" P r a y e r , " says Swedenborg, " r e g a r d e d i n 
i t se l f , is t a l k i n g w i t h G o d ; and some i n t e r n a l 
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view then of the m a t t e r s of the p r a y e r , t o which 
there answers something l ike an in f lux i n t o the 
percept i on o r t h o u g h t o f the m i n d , so t h a t 
there is a c e r t a i n opening of the man's i n t e r i o r s 
towards G o d " (A. C. 2 5 3 5 ) . T h i s reveals to 
us the meaning and effect of p r a y e r u p o n the 
m i n d of h i m who p r a y s . W e have n o t f o u n d 
a n y t h i n g i n the W r i t i n g s t h a t gives i n f o r m a 
t i o n r e g a r d i n g the effect u p o n h i m f o r whom 
p r a y e r m a y be offered. 

D u r i n g H i s e a r l y m i n i s t r y the L o r d f r e 
q u e n t l y p r a y e d , n o t o n l y f o r s t r e n g t h d u r i n g 
H i s hours of combat and t e m p t a t i o n b u t f o r 
H i s fo l lowers and t h e i r s p i r i t u a l wel fare . " I 
p r a y n o t t h a t t h o u shouldest take them out of 
the w o r l d , bu t t h a t t h o u shouldest keep them 
f r o m the e v i l . " 

W o r t h y o f note is the f a c t t h a t the p r a y e r s 
o f the Sav iour were almost a lways f o r the 
s t r e n g t h e n i n g and extension of good, r a t h e r 
t h a n f o r the confusion and defeat of the evi l . 
W h i c h just i f ies the assumption t h a t the v i c 
t o r y over evi l i n th i s w o r l d w i l l be accomplished 
on ly b y the development and extension of 
good. O u r p r a y e r s w i l l never secure f r o m the 
A l m i g h t y a suspension of l i b e r t y i n the lives 
o f the e v i l ; b u t the power of righteousness m a y 
g r o w so g r e a t t h a t evi l men w o u l d feel i ts i n 
fluence and be res t ra ined thereby . T h e most 
effective f o r m o f p r a y e r is i n d i v i d u a l obedience 
t o D i v i n e law. W i d e s p r e a d righteousness would 
be a r o c k against which the waves of evi l wou ld 
beat i n v a i n . 

T h i s does not mean t h a t we should dispense 
w i t h p r a y e r . M o r e p r a y e r , and s t i l l more 
p r a y e r , is needed i n the w o r l d . B u t i t should 
be p r a y e r t h a t seeks first the g r o w t h of r i g h t 
eousness and i t should be supplemented by a 
l i f e a c c o r d i n g t o the Golden R u l e . 

T h e r e is a s igni f i cant passage i n Sweden
borg 's Apocalypse Revealed t h a t should be 
memorized b y a l l N e w - C h u r c h people. " T h a t 
he who knows a n y t h i n g about the L o r d ' s A d 
vent , and the New Heaven and the New C h u r c h 
. . . should p r a y t h a t i t m a y come: and t h a t 
he who longs f o r t r u t h s , should p r a y t h a t the 
L o r d may come w i t h l i g h t : and he who loves 
t r u t h s w i l l then receive them f r o m the L o r d 
w i t h o u t any labor of his o w n . " 

Compared w i t h some o f the p r a y e r s of the 

Old Tes tament the p r a y e r s of the Saviour 
s t r i k e an ent i re ly new note . T h e psa lmist f r e 
q u e n t l y p r a y s for1 the confusion o f the evil and 
the condemnation o f the heathen. T h e Sav iour 
p r a y e d f o r the extension o f good, and f o r H i s 
b i t t e res t enemies H i s p e t i t i o n was " F a t h e r , 
f org ive them, f o r they know not w h a t they d o . " 

A . W . 

M a r d i G r a s 
n p H K annual ce lebrat ion of Mardi Gras i n 

New Orleans, and of course, i n F r a n c e and 
French colonies reminds most of the celebrants 
t h a t the season o f L e n t has a r r i v e d . T h e 
Mardi Gras o f the F r e n c h is the Shrove T u e s 
d a y of the E n g l i s h and a k i n t o the F a s t - n a c h t 
of the Germans. I t was o r i g i n a l l y " s h r i v i n g 
t i m e , " " a b s o l u t i o n t i m e . " People indulged i n 
a l i t t l e b o u t of m e r r i m e n t and f eas t ing , then 
hied themselves toi the p r i e s t t o get a b s o l u t i o n : 
a f t e r whi ch they sett led down t o seven weeks of 
r i g o r o u s sel f -denial , f a s t i n g and other p e n i t e n 
t i a l observances. 

T h e influence of the medieval customs of the 
C h r i s t i a n C h u r c h is g r e a t l y d i m i n i s h e d : b u t 
something of those customs s t i l l l inger -—Shrove 
Tuesday , A s h Wednesday and L e n t e n so lemnity 
s t i l l remain w i t h us, t h o u g h t h e i r observance 
is no longer o b l i g a t o r y . M a n y people a p 
p r o a c h L e n t w i t h re luctance . The } 7 feel t h a t 
they ought t o make some a t t e m p t a t persona l 
self-sacrifice and sel f -discipl ine d u r i n g th i s 
season. A n d m a n y o f them a r r a n g e a l i t t l e 
p r i v a t e Mardi Gras before d e v o t i n g themselves 
to t h e i r s e l f -appor t i oned disc ipl ine . H a v i n g 
entered the Lenten season, however, they com
mence t o m o r t i f y the flesh. W e k n o w one man 
whose idea o f a suitable f o r m of m o r t i f i c a t i o n 
is t o dispense w i t h cream in his coffee. A n o t h e r 
acquaintance makes a g rea t sacrifice. H e buys 
no c igars and contents himself w i t h a p ipe . 

W e are no t seeking t o gibe at smal l sacrifices 
or a t self- imposed L e n t e n d isc ip l ine . T h e y are 
excellent t h i n g s . W e need more o f them. 
C h i l d r e n , especial ly, should be t a u g h t t o use 
L e n t as a season o f s e l f - r e s t r a i n t . Even i f i t 
h a d no h igher significance, L e n t w o u l d he of 
value as a season wherein t o break the chains 
of questionable h a b i t s , and as a season f o r the 
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c u l t i v a t i o n o f serious t h o u g h t and self examina
t i o n . B u t f o r g r o w n men and women, the ab
stent ion f r o m sugar or some o ther d a i n t y 
seems feeble and puer i l e . I f we w a n t t o make 
sacrifices d u r i n g L e n t , let them he rea l s a c r i 
fices. " I s no t this the fast t h a t I have chosen? 
to loose the hands of wickedness, to undo the 
heavy burdens, and to let the oppressed go free, 
and t h a t ye break every yoke. I s i t n o t t o deal 
t h y bread to the h u n g r y , and t h a t t h o u b r i n g 
the p o o r t h a t are cast o u t t o t h y house? when 
t h o u seest the naked t h a t t h o u cover h i m , and 
t h a t t h o u hide no t the naked f r o m th ine own 
flesh?" 

Compared w i t h this D i v i n e ideal of f a s t i n g , 
our small L e n t e n sacrifices appear ch i ld ish . 

T h e y are good f o r ch i ldren , bu t f o r adul ts they 
are a l together inadequate. T h e r e are t h o u 
sands of people who w a n t to get m a r r i e d h u t 
w i l l no t dare t o do so d u r i n g L e n t . I n the i r 
s ight a L e n t e n wedding would savor of i m p r o 
p r i e t y . Y e t these same people w i l l make no 
real a t t e m p t to curb t h e i r temper , p r a c t i c e f o r 
giveness, or care f o r the poor . T o f a s t s p i r i 
t u a l l y is t o abs ta in f r o m evil and t o seek the 
good of l i f e . T h i s is our p r i m a r y d u t y i n 
L e n t , and i n every other season of the year . 
W h e n Ave have set ourse l f t o th i s g r e a t task we 
can add t o i t any f o r m of se l f -disc ipl ine we 
m a y choose; bu t w i t h o u t i t our self -denial is 
of l i t t l e AA'orth. 

A . W . 

Swedenborg, Prophet of the New Humanity 
By Othmar Tobisch 

( A broadcast over N B C Station K G O , San Francisco, January 29, 1938.) 

BY a p r o p h e t we mean, genera l ly , one who 
has a special endowment to see beyond the 

confinement of his OAvn d a y , and envision a s i t u 
a t i o n as ye t unknown t o his contemporar ies . 
Swedenborg was such a person. H e l ived in the 
midst of nat ions which A\rere as yet i n t o l e r a n t of 
any o ther k i n d of f a i t h b u t the i r own, estab
lished a n d p r o t e c t e d b y the forces of s tate . B u t 
SAvedenborg f o u n d i n E n g l a n d and H o l l a n d 
enough re l ig ious l i b e r t y associated w i t h p o l i t i 
cal l i b e r t y to enable h i m t o p r i n t and publ i sh 
his p r o p h e t i c works on the l i b e r t y of f a i t h and 
the r a t i o n a l i t y o f re l ig ion which earned h i m the 
name " P r o p h e t of the N o r t h . " 

Swedenborg saAv f a r beyond the confines of 
his day . H o envisioned an e n t i r e l y new age, an 
age of reason f o r r e l i g i o n . H e foresaw new l i b 
e r t y in every field of human endeavor. H e a n 
nounced a j u d g m e n t of s p i r i t u a l m a t t e r s , re 
leasing new m o r a l forces which set off innumer -
able l i b e r a l i z i n g movements on e a r t h . Consider 
only the f o l l o w i n g " r e v o l u t i o n s , " which r e a l l y 
were l ibera l i zat ions in p o l i t i c a l and m o r a l fields: 
1. T h e A m e r i c a n R e v o l u t i o n , establ ishing the 
right of free-born men and those pr inc ip les of 
l i b e r t y l a i d down in the C o n s t i t u t i o n of the 
Uni ted States . 2. T h e F r e n c h R e v o l u t i o n w i t h 

i t s own pr inc ip l es of freedom, j u s t i c e , and 
bro therhood . 3. Science t h r e w f r o m her the 
shackles placed on her by a benighted h ier 
a r c h y . 4. T h e p e r i o d o f " e n l i g h t e n m e n t " i n 
l i t e r a r y circles helped t o clear away the clouds 
h o v e r i n g over the esthetic f o u n d a t i o n of soci
e ty . 5. E v e n the se l f -determinat ion p r i n c i p l e 
f o r m u l a t e d by President W i l s o n belongs i n t o 
the system of effects s t a r t e d by the " L a s t J u d g 
m e n t " of 1757. I n t r u e p r o p h e t i c manner , l ike 
an I s a i a h or perhaps more l ike a J o h n a t P a t -
mos, the N o r d i c seer announced the coming of 
a " N e w C h u r c h " a " N e w J e r u s a l e m . " C o n 
sider i n the i r f u l l i m p o r t the inflow of freedom 
i n t o h u m a n i t y by such th ings as the a b o l i t i o n 
of s lavery , the r i g h t of women to vote , the free
dom to p r i n t a l l mat te r s except the obscene, or 
the r i g h t o f meet ing and of expressing oneself 
i n pub l i c w i t h o u t censorship by government . A 
new freedom asserted i tse l f , not on ly i n a l l con
cerns of the res pubUca, b u t also on the m a 
t e r i a l p lane i n increased speed of communica
t i o n , by r a d i o , t e l e g r a p h , a i r p l a n e , television 
and the l ike . 

A new h u m a n i t y is f o r m i n g on e a r t h . W e 
c la im t h a t Swedenborg, not of himself , b u t as 
a s p i r i t u a l messenger, was the p r o p h e t of this 
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new h u m a n i t y . A new body of h u m a n i t y cannot 
be f o r m e d w i t h o u t i t s s p i r i t u a l creat ive i m 
petus . Swedenborg announced t h a t th i s new 
h u m a n i t y can have on ly one such creative i m 
petus w i t h i n i t se l f , namely a D i v i n e H u m a n i t y . 
Swedenborg's v is ion o f the new h u m a n i t y can
n o t be seen a p a r t f r o m or w i t h o u t the G o d - M a n 
(D. L . W. 1 1 ) . T h e perfect p a t t e r n of man or , 
f o r t h a t m a t t e r , of h u m a n i t y , is the visible D i 
vine, the L o r d Jesus C h r i s t . I n H i m alone, 
there fore , do we find the e t e rna l f o r m , or p a t 
t e r n . On e a r t h th i s p a t t e r n shows i tse l f a p r o 
gressively p e r f e c t i n g h u m a n i t y . 

I believe t h a t a l l f a i ths o f the w o r l d agree 
in t h i s , t h a t they a l l l ook t owards the per fec t 
man and the per fec t h u m a n i t y . T h e y a l l s t r u g 
gle t o w a r d t h a t g o a l i n more o r less r o u n d 
about ways a n d by more o r less accurate d i rec 
t i ons . 

N o w Swedenborg's sole mission, i n m y est i 
mate , was t o give t o a r a t h e r confused m a n k i n d 
the t r u e goa l and the cor rec t way o f per f e c t i on . 
T h i s per f e c t i on exists i n the L o r d Jesus C h r i s t 
a n d , t h r o u g h H i m , i n the s p i r i t u a l rea lm, which 
is an ever p e r f e c t i n g h u m a n i t y . F r o m thence i t 
presses down i n t o the hearts and minds of men 
on e a r t h , b r i n g i n g f o r t h ever bet ter f orms of 
h u m a n i n s t i t u t i o n s , and ever clearer ideas of 
the t r u e h u m a n i t y of man. I t * goa l is a new 
society of free men and women, a c t i n g i n con
f o r m i t y w i t h r a t i o n a l ideas, f o r the benefit of 
the common good. 

W c i n v i t e y o u t o make y o u r own c o m p a r i 
sons. M a k e a survey of the state of a f fa irs i n 

the middle o f the e ighteenth c e n t u r y . Set i t off 
aga inst the s i t u a t i o n t o - d a y . Set down the i m 
provements reached a n d established i n h u m a n 
l i b e r t y a n d r a t i o n a l i t y i n every respect. T h e n 
read , j u s t as an example, Swedenborg's Heaven 
and Its Wonders and see f o r yourse l f whether 
o r n o t Swedenborg was n o t a c t u a l l y the 
p r o p h e t o f this new h u m a n i t y now f o r m i n g 
ever s t ronger on e a r t h . 

H e revealed f r o m the s p i r i t u a l w o r l d and ex
istence, those pr inc ip les whi ch now take f o r m 
a l l a r o u n d us in every k i n d and manner . E v e r y 
permanent change t o w a r d a g rea ter freedom of 
t h o u g h t , expression and belief , and t o w a r d a 
more ne ighbor ly r e l a t i o n w i t h the fellow man 
find* i ts s p i r i t u a l essence i n the th ings heard 
and seen by h i m i n the w o r l d o f e t e rna l l i f e . 

One d a y , Swedenborg beheld a temple u p o n 
the gate of which was w r i t t e n : N U N C L I C E T — 

t h a t is , i t is now p e r m i t t e d t o enter by reason
i n g i n t o the mysteries of f a i t h . W h a t a boon t o 
h u m a n i t y this i s ! F o r on ly by a t r u e re l i g i on 
can a t r u e h u m a n i t y be f o r m e d . Reforms which 
are based on the self - intel l igence of men w i l l 
a lways f a i l in the end. O n l y those permanent 
gains which are Avon b y the batt les of s p i r i t u a l 
good and t r u t h against the i n f e r n a l forces of 
evil and falsehood are l i f t i n g u p h u m a n i t y t o 
wards t h a t r ea lm of d iv ine t r u t h and good 
which the seer envisaged. I t is n o t a common
weal th based on the tables o f stone of f r i g i d 
l e g a l i t y , i t is a new commonwealth f o r m e d b y 
the L i v i n g W o r d , the g lor i f i ed h u m a n i t y o f our 
L o r d Jesus C h r i s t . 

T h e D o c t r i n e o f t h e L o r d 
P r e p a r e d for Y o u n g P e o p l e 

By William H . Beales 

TH E first p r i n c i p l e of N e w - C h u r c h teach ing 
r e g a r d i n g the D i v i n e B e i n g is t h a t H e is 

One i n Essence and i n Person. T h i s is basic, 
and does not p e r m i t of any v a r i a t i o n AA'hatever. 
I t is t r u e t h a t there are passages in the W o r d 
which appear t o be c o n t r a r y t o this t each ing , 
b u t when r i g h t l y understood , such is n o t the 
case. A l l th ings o f genuine re l ig ion must , and 

do, harmonize w i t h this basic t r u t h of the One
ness o f G o d . 

A l so , a l l th ings of r e l i g i on must and do h a r 
monize w i t h the love of God . F o r G o d is Love 
I t s e l f , and n o t h i n g comes f o r t h f r o m H i m t h a t 
is n o t a c t u a t e d by t h a t D i v i n e L o v e . T h e r e is 
much i n l i f e which calls f o r e x p l a n a t i o n , much 
which m a y , at t imes, tend to shake o u r f a i t h , 
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but i n N e w - C h u r c h t h o u g h t , a l l th ings are seen 
to harmonize w i t h the one g r e a t c e n t r a l t r u t h : 
T h e u n c h a n g i n g , un fa thomab le love of God . 
L i f e is understandable on ly in the l i g h t of t h a t 
t r u t h . 

Can a man know God? W e owe a l l t h a t is 
good and t r u e , a l l t h a t is b e a u t i f u l and love ly , 
yes, even l i fe i t se l f , t o H i m . H o w n a t u r a l , then, ' 
t h a t there should be the deep desire to know 
this God " i n W h o m we l ive , and move and have 
our be ing . " I s i t possible f o r th i s desire to be 
grat i f i ed? I n one sense, no. T h e finite under 
s t a n d i n g cannot poss ib ly g r a s p the t r u e n a t u r e 
of the I n f i n i t e . The v e r y terms i m p l y a d i f fer 
ence, n o t merely of degree, h u t of k i n d . G o d , 
as H e is " i n H i m s e l f , " is d i v i n e ; H e is the 
Abso lute , the E t e r n a l . T r u e , we use these 
terms, hut we can never do other t h a n t h i n k 
of them in a finite, l i m i t e d w a y , and there is 
n o t h i n g of finiteness, n o t h i n g of l i m i t a t i o n , i n 
the D i v i n e . N o , f r o m the very n a t u r e of God 
and of m a n , we can never know H i m in the 
absolute sense. 

B u t t h a t f a c t need never disconcert or d is 
courage us. I s no t our knowledge of each other 
also l imited? I go hack i n t h o u g h t t o a c e r t a i n 
white-wal led school r oom. I t is Sunday a f t e r 
noon, and the la te w in te r sun is sh in ing t h r o u g h 
frosted windows. T h e r e is the low, pleasant 
hum of voices i n the b i g r oom, as the classes 
are busy t a l k i n g over the lesson f o r the d a y . 
N e a r the door is the g r e a t wood-stove, i n t o 
which the older boys t h r o w the cord-wood logs , 
and a r o u n d t h a t stove is ga thered a class of 
lads t a u g h t by a g r a y - h a i r e d o l d gent leman 
who is very earnest. T h e r e comes a l u l l i n the 
sound of the voices, and even now I can hear, 
as t h o u g h spoken only yes terday , t h a t k i n d l y 
o ld teacher's words : " Y o u never saw a m a n ; I 
never saw a m a n ; you never saw m e ; I never 
saw y o u . " 

I was y o u n g , t h e n , and I t h o u g h t the o l d 
gentleman had suddenly lost his senses. " Y o u 
never saw m e ! " W h y , I was looking at h i m . 
W h a t foolishness ! B u t t o - d a y I am older, and 
I unders tand be t te r w h a t that , teacher m e a n t — 
and he was r i g h t . F o r we never do see the " I " 
and the " y o u . " W h y ? Because they are no t 
subject t o the laws t h a t govern w h a t we c a l l 
seeing. T h e real " I " and " y o u " are no t of such 
a n a t u r e t h a t they can ever be seen. 

B u t w h a t o f i t ? T h a t f a c t does n o t in ter fere 
w i t h the j o y of m u t u a l intercourse t o the s l i g h t 
est degree. F o r t h a t " I " and " y o u " which can
not be seen as they are " i n themselves," are 
c lothed w i t h substances which can be seen. 
T h e y are c lothed w i t h bodies, in and t h r o u g h 
which they manifest themselves t o a wonder fu l 
degree. T h e real inner self, which is no t subject 
to the laws o f t ime n o r space, is the real deter
m i n i n g f a c t o r in the f o r m a t i o n of the body 
which clothes i t . A l l unconsciously to us, i t 
contro ls and directs i t s g r o w t h and develop
ment and infi l ls and animates every fibre and 
cell. I t i m p a r t s the l i g h t o f love to the eyes; 
i t gives tone to the voice ; w a r m t h t o the h a n d 
c l a s p ; the smile t o the l ips . T h e t r u e " y o u , " 
the t rue " I " are seen and known onlv as thev 
are manifested i n and t h r o u g h the body. Also , 
to a lesser degree, in the th ings w i t h which we 
s u r r o u n d ourselves. Go i n t o the room of a 
person whom y o u have never met, and y o u w i l l 
be able t o f o r m at least some conception of the 
charac ter , the habi ts and the tastes of t h a t 
person. T h e inner self w i l l manifest i tse l f i n 
countless ways. T h e k i n d of p i c tures on the 
walls , the c u r t a i n s at the windows, the f u r n i 
t u r e , the general tone of the room. I n a l l of 
these the real n a t u r e o f the occupant w i l l t o 
some degree be manifested. 

So i t is w i t h our re la t i onsh ip t o God the 
L o r d . As we have seen, we cannot know H i m as 
H e is " i n H i m s e l f , " bu t we can, and do know 
H i m as H e manifests H i m s e l f to u s — G o d as 
H e is " f r o m H i m s e l f . " A n d t o a l l e t e r n i t y , as 
we progress i n s p i r i t u a l development, as we 
g r o w more and more in H i s " i m a g e " and " l i k e 
ness," rece iv ing more and more f u l l y of H i s 
love, t h a t m a n i f e s t a t i o n w i l l become clearer and 
more per fec t . J u s t as the deepening of m u t u a l 
love between two human souls br ings a deeper 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g which is often beyond the power 
o f language t o express, so the deepening o f 
t h a t love which flows f r o m the hear t o f God 
i n t o the hearts of men, b r i n g s a deeper, f u l l e r 
knowledge o f the t r u e n a t u r e of the D iv ine . 
A n d i t w i l l a lways be so, t o a l l e t e r n i t y . 

B u t , how does God manifest H imse l f t o man? 
W e w i l l reverse the order of our t h i n k i n g . 
F i r s t , H e makes H i m s e l f k n o w n in and t h r o u g h 
H i s c rea t i on . J u s t as we may see something of 
the n a t u r e of the occupant of a room by the 
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th ings which a d o r n i t , so we m a y see i n the 
glories and the beauty o f the created universe 
something of the n a t u r e o f God the C r e a t o r . I n 
the wonder of the s t a r r y heavens, the g l o r y of 
the sunset, the beauty o f the rose, we m a y see 
evidences of the love and wisdom of the A l 
m i g h t y . M a n ' s selfishness and f o l l y have m a r r e d 
much of th i s beauty , b u t even so, t o those w i t h 
eyes t o sec, " t h e e a r t h is f u l l o f the goodness 
of the L o r d . " God manifests H i m s e l f i n H i s 
c rea t i on . 

B u t is t h a t all? Can we n o t hope to know 
more of H i m t h a n is evidenced even in th i s won
d e r f u l way? Is there no personal way i n which 
we may know God? 

Go w i t h me down the ages which have passed. 
H e a r the voice of Jehovah , the E t e r n a l G o d , 
speaking t h r o u g h the m o u t h o f the p r o p h e t 
I s a i a h : " I , even I , am the L o r d ; and beside me 
there is no s a v i o u r . " " T h u s s a i t h Jehovah t h a t 
created the heavens; G o d himself , t h a t f o rmed 
the e a r t h , and made i t — t h e r e is no God beside 
m e ; a j u s t G o d and a s a v i o u r ; there is none 
beside me. " " B e h o l d the L o r d G o d w i l l come 
w i t h s t r o n g h a n d , and H i s a r m shal l ru le f o r 
h i m ; he shal l feed his flock l ike a shepherd ; he 
shal l g a t h e r the lambs w i t h his a r m . " A l l 
t h r o u g h , th i s g lor ious prophecy r ings w i t h the 
promise of the coming of the One G o d , t o r e 
deem m a n k i n d . H e W h o was and is C r e a t o r , 
would H i m s e l f become the Saviour . 

N o w go f o r w a r d w i t h me in t h o u g h t . I t is 
the same l a n d , the same people, on ly m a n y h u n 
dreds of years have passed since the t i m e of 
I s a i a h and the other p rophets . T h e Babe o f 
Bethlehem, Whose c o m i n g was heralded by the 
hosts of heaven i n the most g lor ious anthem 
ever heard b y m o r t a l ears, has g r o w n i n t o m a n 
hood. H e has been t e l l i n g H i s disciples o f t h a t 
unseen G o d — t h e " F a t h e r , " the E t e r n a l One. 
A n d one disc iple , P h i l i p , voices the t h o u g h t 
which was p r o b a b l y in the minds of each of the 
twe lve : " L o r d , show us the F a t h e r , and i t suf -
ficeth u s . " Show us the F a t h e r ! A n d p a t i e n t l y 
comes the answer, the significance of which the 
w o r l d has been v e r y , very slow t o real ize : 
" H a v e I been so l o n g t ime w i t h y o u , a n d hast 
t h o u not known me, P h i l i p ? H e t h a t h a t h seen 
me h a t h seen the F a t h e r . I and the F a t h e r arc 
one." 

A n d a g a i n , back f o r a moment t o I s a i a h . H e 
is t e l l i n g of the c o m i n g of t h a t Babe o f B e t h l e 
hem, W h o was t o save m a n k i n d f r o m s p i r i t u a l 
death . A n d by w h a t name does he c a l l H i m ? 
Names p u t i n t o his m o u t h b y the G o d Whose 
p r o p h e t he w a s : " H i s N a m e shal l be cal led 
W o n d e r f u l , Counsel lor , the M i g h t y G o d , 
F a t h e r of E t e r n i t y , the P r i n c e of Peace." T h e 
M i g h t y G o d ! F a t h e r of E t e r n i t y ! Can there 
be any doubt about i t ? " H e t h a t h a t h seen me 
h a t h seen the F a t h e r . I and the F a t h e r are 
One . " 

H e r e , then , is the N e w - C h u r c h teach ing o f 
the L o r d : G o d , the E t e r n a l , the I A m , d i d 
manifest H i m s e l f t o m a n k i n d , as f u l l y and defi 
n i t e l y as one h u m a n being is manifested to a n 
o t h e r ; and i n the same w a y , b u t w i t h c e r t a i n 
very i m p o r t a n t differences. W e have seen that , 
the soul is the real " I " and the rea l " y o u " ; and 
t h a t the soul is c lothed w i t h a body . I n and 
t h r o u g h th i s body each one of us is present on 
this e a r t h ; is seen by others o f our k i n d ; and 
we know t h a t in course of t ime the connection 
between the soul and the body is severed, and 
the body ceases t o exist as such. I t decays, 
d is integrates . W e have seen t h a t God H i m s e l f 
promised t o become the Sav iour of m e n ; and 
we know t h a t a Sav iour teas b o r n i n Bethlehem 
and was seen of men, t a l k e d w i t h them, l ived 
among t h e m , t a u g h t t h e m , loved them, and died 
f o r them. T h a t Sav iour was b o r n of a h u m a n 
mother , l ike any other babe. B u t w i t h a c lear
ness whi ch cannot poss ib ly be m i s t a k e n , the 
same w o n d e r f u l Record which tells of H i s com
i n g , and of H i s l i f e and death , also tells us t h a t 
H e had no h u m a n f a t h e r . I s n o t t h a t s i gn i f i 
cant? " H o w can these th ings be?" asked M a r y , 
when t o l d o f H i s coming b i r t h , "seeing t h a t I 
know n o t a m a n . " A n d the answer is f o u n d i n 
the words o f the angel t o Joseph, the promised 
husband o f M a r y , "be fore they came t o g e t h e r " : 
" J o s e p h , t h o u son of D a v i d , fear no t to take 
u n t o thee M a r y t h y wi fe , f o r t h a t whi ch is con
ceived i n her is of the H o l y G h o s t . " Yes, G o d 
manifested H i m s e l f a m o n g men. T h e D i v i n e 
L i f e inflowed i n t o the creative power of M a r y , 
and she became a mother . B u t her C h i l d was 
unl ike a n y other ever h o r n t o human flesh. T h e 
inner selfhood, t h a t which in every h u m a n being 
is the soul , derived f r o m a h u m a n f a t h e r , the 
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" I , " was God. " T h e F a t h e r t h a t dwel leth w i t h 
i n , he doeth the w o r k s . " I n C h r i s t , as H e 
walked the e a r t h two thousand years ago, men 
saw the " H u m a n i t y of G o d . " 

A B e i n g of d u a l n a t u r e , a t first. B o t h d iv ine 
and also h u m a n . D i v i n e as to the t r u e inner 
se l f ; h u m a n as to the f o r m i n which t h a t D i v i n e 
dwel t . A human whic l i cou ld g r o w , even as we 
g r o w , " i n wisdom, and in f a v o r w i t h God and 
m a n . " A h u m a n which could suffer h u n g e r ; 
which could be t e m p t e d , even as we are t e m p t e d ; 
which could be persecuted a n d s la in . A n d a 
divine aspect whi ch could declare to the d i s 
c ip les : " I A m ; be not a f r a i d " ; the same name 
given t o Moses, ages before, a t the b u r n i n g 
h u s h : " S a y u n t o the ch i ldren of I s r a e l , I A m 
h a t h sent thee . " 

W h a t of the names " F a t h e r " and " S o n , " so 
o f ten used in the New Testament? D o they not 
ind icate t w o persons, at least, i n the Godhead? 
N o . T h e W o r d recognizes the d u a l n a t u r e of 
the L o r d , the Sav iour . A n d i t dist inguishes the 
two aspects of t h a t wonder fu l n a t u r e by the 
use o f the two names ind i ca ted . T h e r e is much 
more here t h a n can be expressed i n a few sen
tences, b u t the e x p l a n a t i o n i s : Wherever the 
I n d w e l l i n g D i v i n e is r e f e r r e d t o , t h a t is i n d i 
cated by the name " F a t h e r , " and wherever the 
H u m a n which clothed t h a t D i v i n e is i n d i c a t e d , 
the name " S o n " is used. N o t t w o D i v i n e Per
sons ; t w o aspects of the One God , as H e m a n i 
fested H i m s e l f among men i n h u m a n f o r m . I n 
course o f t ime , t h a t H u m a n , p u t on t h r o u g h 
M a r y , was re jec ted , as we r e j e c t and p u t off 
the bodies which clothe our souls. A n d y e t , not 
as we, f o r we leave the p h y s i c a l body behind 
us, and awaken i n possession of s p i r i t u a l bod 
ies, whi le H e , the C h r i s t , g l o r i f i ed , made p e r 
fect , t h a t H u m a n , p u t t i n g off a l l t h a t was of 
the e a r t h , and p u t t i n g in i ts p lace t h a t which 
was and is d iv ine . 

A n d i t is t o H i m , the Risen L o r d , t h a t we of 
the New C h u r c h l o o k ; i t is H e W h o m we w o r 
ship . As we de l ight to repeat i n o u r f a i t h : " W c 
worsh ip the One G o d , the L o r d , the Sav iour 
Jesus C h r i s t : i n W h o m is the F a t h e r , the Son, 
and the H o l y S p i r i t ; whose H u m a n i t y is D i 
v ine : W h o , f o r o u r sa lva t i on , d i d come i n t o the 
wor ld and take our n a t u r e u p o n H i m . " 

" T h e New Christianity" and 
the New Church 

B y Clarence Hotson 

T HE New Christianity f o r W i n t e r , 1938, 
contains w e l l - w r i t t e n art i c les of interest 

and value t o a l l N e w - C h u r c h people. B u t i n 
r e a d i n g th i s q u a r t e r l y , the o r g a n of the L i b 
erals i n Convent ion , I find p a r t i c u l a r s t i m u l a 
t i o n i n the Rev. W i l l i a m F. Wunsch 's e d i t o r i a l 
remarks , " T r e n d s and Developments . " U n d e r 
the c a p t i o n " T h e New Church and H i s t o r i c a l 
C h r i s t i a n i t y , " M r . W u n s c h takes exception to 
a statement which I made in a l e t t e r publ ished 
in T H E N E W - C H U E C H M E S S E N G E R f o r Decem
ber 8, 1937. H e comments : 

" A separate religious body lias a tendency to take a 
sweepingly separatist view, to cut itself off from his
torical foundations, even to cut out separate and pecu
liar foundations for itself. It is tempted to say, as lias 
been said, that 'the fundamental belief of the New 
Church . . . cuts us off entirely from historical Chris
tianity.' " 

M y ent i re sentence, which M r . W u n s c h 
quotes i n p a r t , reads as follows : " T h e f u n d a 
menta l belief of the New C h u r c h , t h a t i n the 
W r i t i n g s of Swedenborg we have a new revela
t i o n of the w i l l o f G o d , cuts us off en t i re ly 
f r o m h i s t o r i c a l C h r i s t i a n i t y . " W h a t can be ob
j e c t e d against the t r u t h of this ent i re s ta te 
ment? I was not so much t a k i n g a pos i t i on or 
view i n t h a t sentence, as s t a t i n g a f a c t . A r c 
no t the W r i t i n g s of Swedenborg t o the New 
C h u r c h m a n a divine reve lat ion , and thus a u 
t h o r i t a t i v e ? Is n o t the test of N e w - C h u r c h 
f a i t h , the a f f i rmat ion of the t r u t h t h a t the 
W r i t i n g s arc no t Swedenborg's , b u t the L o r d ' s ? 
I f " h i s t o r i c a l C h r i s t i a n i t y " is the t r a d i t i o n of 
those who do no t believe t h a t the W r i t i n g s of 
Swedenborg have divine a u t h o r i t y , does not be
l ie f i n t h e i r d i v i n i t y cu t off those who h o l d this 
f a i t h , f r o m h i s t o r i c a l C h r i s t i a n i t y ? 

M r . W u n s c h t r ies to d r a w f r o m m y s tate 
ment of f a c t as to the re la t i on of the New 
C h u r c h to h i s t o r i c a l C h r i s t i a n i t y , the f o l l o w 
i n g conclusions: " B u t i f t h a t is t r u e , i t has no 
' fe l low C h r i s t i a n s . ' I t should and must wa lk 
alone. I t should in honesty seek no common 
work w i t h others then , in church f ederat ion o r 
otherwise. I t can sincerely share no e f f or t a f t e r 
C h r i s t i a n u n i t y . T h e rev iva l o f C h r i s t i a n i t y 
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and i ts own existence become ident i ca l , then . I t 
has f o r g o t t e n t h a t , l ike others , i t s t a r t s in a 
C h r i s t i a n l i f e a t low ebb, and t h a t the flood 
t ide o f r e v i v a l is n o t the same t h i n g as the 
espousal o f - a d i f ferent d o c t r i n e . " 

Some of these conclusions fo l low f r o m my 
statement , and some do no t . As believers i n the 
d e i t y or d i v i n i t y of C h r i s t , we have common 
g r o u n d w i t h genuine C h r i s t i a n s , and m i g h t 
w o r k f o r some sor t of C h r i s t i a n cooperat ion , i f 
n o t u n i t y , under c e r t a i n c ircumstances , on t h a t 
basis. W e could cooperate t o r c e r t a i n common 
purposes w i t h C h r i s t i a n s , and f o r t h a t m a t t e r , 
even w i t h Jews. W h e t h e r there is t o be a r e 
v i v a l of C h r i s t i a n i t y i n the h i s t o r i c a l sense, 
however, is the a f f a i r of the h i s t o r i c a l C h r i s 
t i a n denominat ions , n o t ours . W c have i n the 
W r i t i n g s of Swedenborg the basis of a new 
w o r l d r e l i g i o n , as d i s t i n c t f r o m C h r i s t i a n i t y as 
C h r i s t i a n i t y 7 is d i s t i n c t f r o m J u d a i s m . 

I n his p a r a g r a p h immediate ly preceding t h a t 
which I have quoted , M r . W u n s c h contends t h a t 
Swedenborg foresaw or worked f o r a r e v i v a l of 
C h r i s t i a n i t y , and n o t a new re l i g i on to super
sede h i s t o r i c a l C h r i s t i a n i t y . H e t r i e d to re
b u i l d the C h r i s t i a n C h u r c h on the o l d , h i s t o r i c 
f oundat ions . T h a t there is a c e r t a i n element of 
t r u t h i n this content i on I do no t deny. B u t the 
ana logy of C h r i s t i a n C h u r c h h i s t o r y is f a t a l to 
M r . Wunsch ' s conclusions. A very good case, 
indeed, can be made out f o r the view t h a t our 
L o r d H i m s e l f never intended, before H i s death 
on the cross, t o s t a r t or f o u n d a re l i g i on sepa
rate f r o m J u d a i s m , but t h a t H e was merely 
t r y i n g to r e f o r m the Jewish r e l i g i o n , which had 
reached a low ebb. H e s a i d : " T h i n k n o t t h a t I 
am come t o destroy the law and the p r o p h e t s ; 
I am n o t come t o destroy , b u t to f u l f i l . " T h e 
Jewish a u t h o r i t i e s , however, d i s l i k i n g the way 
H e was f u l f i l l i n g them, re j ec ted and finally c r u 
cified H i m . O n l y a r emnant of the Jewish 
C h u r c h became H i s disciples. A f t e r the Resur 
rec t i on , these disciples were persecuted in the i r 
t u r n by the Jewish leaders when they preached 
the Gospel. T h o u g h they s t i l l considered t h e m 
selves good Jews, the ear ly Chr i s t ians h a d t o 
t u r n first to Genti le converts t o J u d a i s m , and 
then t o o u t - a n d - o u t Genti les, f o r converts to 
t h e i r " N e w J u d a i s m , " o r C h r i s t i a n i t y . F r o m 
being a sect of J u d a i s m , the C h r i s t i a n C h u r c h 
became i n t ime a new w o r l d r e l i g i o n , qu i te d i s 

t i n c t f r o m J u d a i s m . I t then erected the special 
C h r i s t i a n rel igious l i t e r a t u r e i n t o a New T e s t a 
ment of the W o r d , t h o u g h r e t a i n i n g the Jewish 
Sc r ip tures as an O l d Tes tament . 

I n the same w a y i t can be argued t h a t Swe
denborg never contemplated the f o u n d i n g of a 
special new r e l i g i o n , or even o f a separate New-
C h u r c h denominat i on , h u t sought on ly a rev iva l 
on sound lines o f the h i s t o r i c a l C h r i s t i a n 
C h u r c h . E v e n i f a l l th is is t r u e , however, i t is 
i r r e l e v a n t . New rel ig ious movements f o l l ow i n 
evitable trends of t h e i r own, regardless even of 
w h a t m a y have been the o r i g i n a l intent ions o f 
t h e i r so-called founders . Rel ig ious h i s t o r y has 
i t s own relentless logic . W h e t h e r Swedenborg 
foresaw the l a u n c h i n g of a new w o r l d r e l i g i o n , 
o r even o f a new denominat ion of C h r i s t i a n i t y , 
o r n o t , the oppos i t i on encountered by "Swcden-
b o r g i a n i s m " i n i ts a t t e m p t t o evangelize the 
h i s t o r i c C h r i s t i a n bodies made a separate N e w 
C h u r c h o r g a n i z a t i o n inevi table . O n l y a rem
n a n t of the C h r i s t i a n C h u r c h has been o r ever 

. w i l l be converted to the f a i t h of the New 
C h u r c h . T h e g r e a t g r o w t h o f the New C h u r c h 
as a new w o r l d re l i g i on w i l l come in countries 
now outside the C h r i s t i a n w o r l d , f r o m among 
people now Genti les. O u r chief miss ionary ef
f o r t should go t o convert t o the New C h u r c h 
the f o r m e r Gentiles who have embraced the 
C h r i s t i a n f a i t h , yet are no t weighed down by 
the t r a d i t i o n s of h i s t o r i c a l C h r i s t i a n i t y . 

I t was inevitable t h a t the ear ly Chr i s t i an s 
should be Jews first and Chr i s t ians second. 
T h e y t h o u g h t of themselves f o r a l o n g t ime as 
a super ior k i n d of Jews, who had accepted 
Jesus o f N a z a r e t h as the Messiah, ye t who 
c l u n g to most of the Jewish customs, and t r i e d 
t o make t h e i r Gent i le converts c on fo rm t o them. 
T h e i r Jewish conservatism prevented them f o r 
a l ong t ime f r o m r e g a r d i n g as Sacred S c r i p 
t u r e a n y t h i n g except the Jewish canon, what, 
we now c a l l the Old Tes tament . Y e t i n t ime the 
logic of h i s t o r y f o rced the C h r i s t i a n Church 
t o erect i ts own special or d i s t i n c t i v e l y C h r i s 
t i a n rel igious l i t e r a t u r e i n t o a new canon of 
S c r i p t u r e , or New Tes tament , thus p l a c i n g i t 
on a p a r w i t h or even s u p e r i o r to the Jewish 
Tes tament or canon. T h e tendency which op 
posed th i s change, as well as the change f r o m 
the Jewish Sabbath to the observance of S u n 
d a y , o r the L o r d ' s d a y , has been a p t l y called 
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" J e w - C h r i s t i a n . " T h o u g h a t one t i m e u n i v e r 
sa l ly d o m i n a n t , Jewish C h r i s t i a n i t y became a 
r e a c t i o n a r y sec tar ian tendency w i t h i n C h r i s 
t i a n i t y , and f i n a l l y became e x t i n c t , i n the mea
sure i n whi ch C h r i s t i a n i t y f r o m be ing a Jewish 
sect became a new h i s t o r i c w o r l d re l i g i on . 

Those N e w - C h u r c h people who are called 
" C h r i s t i a n s first and Swedenborgians second" 
correspond very closely to the " J e w - C h r i s t i a n " ' 
conservatives o r react ionaries of ear ly C h r i s 
t i a n i t y , t h o u g h curiously7 enough, they are 
knoyvn as " L i b e r a l s " i n present -day p a r l a n c e , 
and the oppos ing m a j o r i t y is k n o w n as "conser
v a t i v e . " L e d by the Rev. M r . W u n s c h , our so-
called " L i b e r a l s " oppose the tendency t o exa l t 
the W r i t i n g s as a neyv a u t h o r i t a t i v e D i v i n e Rev 
e la t i on , a n d , as the special D i v i n e Reve lat ion in 
w r i t t e n f o r m f o r the Neyv C h u r c h , as thus a 
new canon of sacred W r i t i n g s or S c r i p t u r e s , i n 
the l i g h t of wh i ch b o t h O l d and New T e s t a 
ments must be i n t e r p r e t e d . T h e y would thus 
keep the New C h u r c h a mere sect o f h i s t o r i c a l 
C h r i s t i a n i t y , a n d prevent i t f r o m becoming the 
new w o r l d r e l i g i o n which i t is destined t o be
come, j u s t as the Jew-Chr i s t ians of o ld w o u l d 
have kept C h r i s t i a n i t y a mere sect of J u d a i s m . 
I n the u l t i m a t e disappearance of Jewish C h r i s 
t i a n i t y we m a y find a p r o p h e c y of the eventual 
d isappearance of the ent i re tendency now 
known as Convent ion L i b e r a l i s m . 

I t is a un iversa l law t h a t a new h i s t o r i c 
w o r l d re l ig ion must and w i l l place i t s own d i s 
t i n c t i v e D i v i n e Reve lat ion o r sacred books on 
a t least as h i g h a p lane as i t places such books 
as i t holds sacred i n common w i t h re l ig ion is ts 
who do n o t accept i ts special sacred books. T h e 
Neyv C h u r c h w i l l obey th i s law, i n the measure 
t h a t i t realizes i t s d iv ine mission as a neyv w o r l d 
r e l i g i o n , and especially i n the measure t h a t i t 
" takes h o l d " a m o n g Gent i le converts t o C h r i s 
t i a n i t y , a n d l a t e r , among Gentiles i n general . 
T h i s w i l l be done because the New C h u r c h w i l l 
realize t h a t w i t h o u t th i s s h i f t o f emphasis i t 
cannot progress , n o r even survive. I a l r eady 
believe t h a t the W r i t i n g s of Swedenborg are 
the special means b y which the m a n of the New 
C h u r c h is con jo ined w i t h angels o f the New 

C h r i s t i a n Heaven f o r m e d since the L a s t J u d g 
ment i n 1757. 

H i s t o r y has a way of s e t t l i n g questions. F o r 
a number of years , we m a y re ca l l , the New 
C h u r c h i n E n g l a n d was d i s t u r b e d b y the ques
t i o n o f separat i sm y7ersus non-separat i sm. .Men 
of equal l e a r n i n g , devot ion and a p p a r e n t l y o f 
equal ins ight were t o be f o u n d on b o t h sides o f 
the question. H i n d m a r s h led the s e p a r a t i s t s ; 
Clowes the non-separat i s t s . F o r m a n y years 
numerous Swedenborgians i n E n g l a n d con
f o r m e d t o the C h u r c h o f E n g l a n d , and held the 
a n n u a l H a w k s t o n e meetings. B u t h i s t o r y has 
decided t h a t quest ion once f o r a l l , and n o n -
separat i s t a c t i v i t y has ceased. I n the same 
w a y , h i s t o r y w i l l decide the quest ion of whether 
Swedenborgians can be C h r i s t i a n s first and 
Swedenborgians second, b y decreeing the even
t u a l e x t i n c t i o n of the ent i re tendency7 t h a t goes 
b y the name o f Convent ion L i b e r a l i s m . 

T h e L o r d Became Thereby More 
Nearly Present W i t h M a n 

B E F O R E the L o r d came into the wor ld H e was 
present w i t h men of the church, but only mediately, 
through angels who represented H i m . B u t since 
H i s coming H e is present w i t h men of the church 
immediately; and this is for the reason that He 
p u t on, when H e was i n the w o r l d , a Divine 
N a t u r a l in which He is present w i t h men. The 
glorif ication of the L o r d is the glorif ication of the 
Human that H e assumed in the w o r l d ; and the 
Lord 's glorified Human is the Div ine N a t u r a l . 

The t r u t h of this is evident f rom the fact that 
the L o r d rose f rom the tomb w i t h the whole of the 
body that H e had i n the w o r l d , leaving nothing in 
the tomb, and therefore H e took wi th H i m from 
the tomb the N a t u r a l Human itself from the firsts 
to the lasts of i t . So after the resurrection when 
His disciples thought that what they saw was a 
ghost; He said unto them: "See my hands and my 
feet that i t is I M y s e l f ; handle Me and see; for a 
ghost hath not flesh and bones as ye see Me have" 
(Luke xx iv . 37 , 3 9 ) . This makes i t clear that by 
means of H i s glorif ication H i s natural body was 
made Div ine . Therefore Paul says, that i n Christ 
dwelleth a l l the fulness of D i v i n i t y bodily (Col. i i . 
9 ) . — ( T . 109 . ) 
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M e n W h o A r e L i k e T r e e s 

FE B R U A R Y 1 2 t h was the ann iversary of 
the b i r t h of A b r a h a m L i n c o l n , the heroic 

President of- the U n i t e d States d u r i n g the C i v i l 
W a r . H i s name, his w o r k and his t r a g i c death 
are so well k n o w n t o us that , i t seems as i f he 
died b u t yes terday . I t is d i f f i cu l t to realize t h a t 
he was b o r n one hundred and t w e n t y - e i g h t 
years ago, and t h a t he has been dead f o r sev
enty - three years . H i s memory is so fresh and 
green. 

D u r i n g the seventy-three years since L i n c o l n 
entered the s p i r i t u a l w o r l d man} 7 t r i b u t e s have 
been p a i d t o his memory . A n d t o - d a y i t is 
a lmost impossible t o say a n y t h i n g new. I have 
read hundreds , perhaps thousands, of t r i b u t e s 
to his fine, o u t s t a n d i n g charac ter , his heroism 
and his c o u r a g e ; b u t the one t h a t inspires me 
most is t h i s : " H e stood l ike a lonely g i a n t t r e e . " 
I suppose I l ike t h a t phrase because i t is a B ib le 
symbol of a r ighteous man . T h e psa lmist says 
o f the r ighteous , " H e shal l be l ike a tree 
p l a n t e d by the r ivers of w a t e r , t h a t b r i n g -
eth f o r t h f r u i t i n i t s season; his leaf also sha l l 
no t w i t h e r ; and whatsoever he doeth sha l l p r o s 
p e r . " I n another place i n the B ib le i t says o f 
the r ighteous , " T h e y sha l l be cal led trees o f 
righteousness, the p l a n t i n g o f the L o r d . " 

When a man spoke of L i n c o l n as a " l o n e l y , 
g i a n t t r e e , " he u t t e r e d a fine t r i b u t e to his 
memory . F o r there is no higher praise y o u 
can bestow on a m a n t h a n t h i s , "he was a heroic , 
r ighteous m a n . " 

I t is a good t h i n g t h a t we t reasure the 
memory of the g r e a t men of the n a t i o n ; b u t 
we make a mistake i f we t h i n k thev were so 

gi 'eat t h a t t h e i r deeds, t h e i r t r i u m p h s are f o r 
ever beyond our g r a s p and a t t a i n m e n t . T h e 
memory of A b r a h a m L i n c o l n w o u l d be wasted 
unless i t impel led us t o a t t a i n t o the same g r a n 
deur o f charac ter . O f course we cannot a l l be 
p res idents ; we cannot guide the Ship of State 
i n t r o u b l e d t i m e s ; we cannot be called u p o n to 
preserve the U n i o n of the U n i t e d States . Dut ies 
l ike t h a t arise only once i n a h u n d r e d years , 
i f as o f ten as t h a t . B u t we can a l l live lives of 
obedience t o the D i v i n e W i l l . W e can a l l love 
the t r u t h . W e can develop an heroic charac ter , 
W e can be " trees of righteousness, the p l a n t i n g 
of the L o r d . " 

I n the days of our y o u t h we a l l have times 
when AVC Avant to be heroes. W e read stories 
of adAenture, or the lives of g r e a t men, and we 
b u r n w i t h a passionate desire t o emulate heroic 
deeds, and lead heroic lives. B u t rea l heroism 
never comes f r o m dreams. I t comes, f i r s t of 
a l l , f r o m sel f -disc ipl ine, f r o m the development 
of fine charac ter , f r o m obedience t o the l a w of 
God . I am qui te sure t h a t i f someone had t o l d 
A b r a h a m L i n c o l n , Avhen the l a t t e r was t w e n t y 
years o ld , t h a t some d a y he w o u l d be a g rea t 
n a t i o n a l hero , and one of the wor ld ' s great 
men, he Avould have laughed. H i s m i n d was 
not set on h e r o i s m : i t was set on d u t y . H e was 
n o t a s k i n g f o r g r a n d e u r and g l o r y . H i s great 
desire was t o be useful t o bis fel low men. I t 
was because he sought righteousness t h a t he 
developed courage , a n d Avas f i t t o do g r e a t 
t h i n g s . E v e r y t h i n g of charac ter t h a t L i n c o l n 
possessed is offered t o us t o - d a y . W e may 
never be famous , b u t i n the s ight of the L o r d 
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we can be j u s t as g r e a t as L i n c o l n . I f we ask 
f o r them a n d s t r ive f o r them the L o r d w i l l give 
t o us the same fine elements o f c h a r a c t e r and 
make us " trees o f righteousness, the p l a n t i n g 
o f the L o r d . " 

R e g e n e r a t i o n 
B y Charles W . M o r s e 

W I T H O U T some knowledge o f degrees we 
cannot s a t i s f a c t o r i l y u n d e r s t a n d the 

process o f man's regenerat ion . T o the o r t h o 
dox C h r i s t i a n man is on ly one i n d i v i d u a l of a 
n a t u r a l body , whereas t o the be t te r enl ightened 
C h r i s t i a n , man is three men in one m a n — a 
t r i n i t y i n u n i t y . T h e r e is a t r i n e even i n a 
piece of wood o r stone. M a n y who read t h a t 
statement of Swedenborg give an incredulous 
smile. T h e y do no t see, even w i t h the most 
p o w e r f u l microscope, any s ign of three separate 
degrees o f finer t o grosser p a r t s i n any piece o f 
wood, stone, i r o n , o r a n y t h i n g . Y e t th i s is a 
demonstrated f a c t of n a t u r a l science, whi ch 
regards the u l t i m a t e p a r t i c l e of a n y such sub
stance, n o t as a n independent t h i n g , b u t as a 
molecule, and molecules consist of a toms, and-
atoms of par t i c l e s o f e l e c t r i c i t y . A t the t i m e 
of D a l t o n , the h u n d r e d o r so of the e lementary 
substances, which enter i n t o the compos i t ion of 
a l l created t h i n g s , were regarded as so m a n y 
l i t t l e pellets incapable o f f u r t h e r d iv i s ion . T h e n 
aga in , p r i o r t o Swedenborg's t i m e , man was 
supposed t o consist of a n a t u r a l body o n l y , 
which a t i t s death emi t ted a v a p o r t o hover 
over the grave t o p i c k u p the p u t r i d p a r t i c l e s 
t o f o r m his body aga in . N o w we k n o w t h a t 
man consists of three separate degrees, a n i n 
t e r n a l o r highest m i n d , an' i n t e r i o r o r middle 
m i n d , and an outer o r n a t u r a l m i n d . I t is the 
same i f we say man or m i n d ; f o r y o u a n d I con
sist of a n a t u r a l m a n , a r a t i o n a l m a n , and a 
s p i r i t u a l man . W h e r e Swedenborg speaks o f 
three discrete ( separate ) degrees i n m a n , o r i n 
any o ther created t h i n g , he does n o t mean, t h a t 
there is some i n t e r v e n i n g medium caus ing the 
separat ion . T h e separa t i on is due t o the d i f 
ference i n the force or energy a c t i n g on the 
innermost degree t o t h a t o p e r a t i n g on the 
middle degree, and aga in t o t h a t o p e r a t i n g on 

the outermost degree. These over lap each other 
as a u n i t , b u t r emain separate. T h e highest 
force f r o m the L o r d i n a n y t h i n g is the end or 
purpose of i t s existence, the middle force is the 
creat ive energy caus ing i t t o be, and the o u t e r 
most force is the effect of i t being. D o n o t be 
s u r p r i s e d a t being t o l d t h a t there is a c o n t i n u a l 
m o v i n g force i n any piece of wood or stone you 
m a y p i c k u p . M o d e r n science shows t h a t even 
the pen I am w r i t i n g w i t h consists of atoms 
m o v i n g w i t h g r e a t energy and r a p i d i t y . F r o m 
the f o r e g o i n g observations, then , we are able 
t o u n d e r s t a n d — s o f a r as i t is possible f o r the 
finite m i n d t o u n d e r s t a n d — t h e secret process 
o f regenerat ion t a k i n g place i n m a n t h r o u g h 
the L o r d ' s H o l y S p i r i t . T h e r e is n o t h i n g in 
the w o r l d of so much i m p o r t a n c e t o m a n as 
some knowledge o f how man is t o be regener
ated. W i t h o u t i t , thousands of re l ig ious men 
and women have become insane, because they 
f oo l i sh ly imagined t h a t the d r e a d f u l s p i r i t u a l 
t e m p t a t i o n s they suffered f r o m were on the 
whole of t h e i r p e r s o n a l i t y . T h r o u g h the de
p l o rab le ignorance of t h e i r teachers t h e y d i d 
no t know t h a t the rea l essential p a r t of t h e i r 
p e r s o n a l i t y — t h e i r i n t e r n a l m a n — w a s never 
touched b y the wiles and snares o f evil s p i r i t s . 
W e w i l l now endeavor t o show w h a t p a r t of 
man i t is t h a t is affected b y the evils and f a l s i 
ties of bad s p i r i t s s u r r o u n d i n g man . W h e n o u r 
L o r d says, "Cleanse first t h a t whi ch is w i t h i n 
the cup and p l a t t e r , t h a t the outside of them 
m a y be clean a lso , " H e is speaking of the neces
s i t y f o r the c leansing o f the middle o r r a t i o n a l 
man b y the t r u t h s of f a i t h obta ined f r o m the 
B ib l e . T r u t h s f r o m the W o r d are creative 
forces of the L o r d ' s d iv ine W i s d o m . W h e n 
they enter the m i n d , when r e a d i n g the B i b l e , 
whether we are rel igious or n o t , o r whether we 
believe i t or n o t , they produce a f u n c t i o n a l 
change f o r good or f o r evil i n the r a t i o n a l 
m i n d . W e either p e r v e r t them and become 
p r o f a n e , o r we assimilate them f o r the good of 
o u r souls. W h e n we do so assimilate t h e m , we 
enter i n t o s p i r i t u a l t e m p t a t i o n , b u t on ly 
s l i g h t l y . A t th i s stage the W o r d is received 
w i t h j o y , b u t on s t o n y places. W e are then 
Peter alone, pro fess ing t o be w i l l i n g t o die f o r 
the L o r d , u n t i l we begin t o discover t h a t there 
is something w a n t i n g . T h e inside of the cup and 
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the p l a t t e r h a s been c l e a n s e d , b u t t h e o u t s i d e 
( t h e n a t u r a l m a n ) , on w h i c h t h e i n t e r i o r s t r u c 
t u r e of the h i g h e r p e r s o n a l i t y d e p e n d s , r e m a i n s 
filthy, no m a t t e r how s c r u p u l o u s l y c l e a n we 
h a v e k e p t i t w i t h s o a p a n d w a t e r a n d r e s p e c t 
a b i l i t y . N o w we come to t h e r e a l s u b j e c t of r e 
g e n e r a t i o n — t h e s e n s u a l p a r t of t h e n a t u r a l 
m a n . I t is o n the i n t e r i o r s e n s u a l of t h e 
n a t u r a l m a n t h a t ev i l s p i r i t s m a k e t h e i r a t t a c k , 
a n d c a u s e u s to feel we a r e v i le b e a s t s be fore 
t h e L o r d . I t is h e r e t h a t P e t e r o r f a i t h comes 
i n t o g r i e v o u s a n d h o r r i b l e t e m p t a t i o n s , i n s o 
m u c h t h a t he e x c l a i m s i n t h e w o r d s of J o b , 
" W h e n I s a y , M y bed s h a l l c o m f o r t m e , m y 
c o u c h s h a l l e a s e m y c o m p l a i n t , " — b y w h i c h he 
m e a n s h i s d o c t r i n e s of g o o d a n d t r u t h , " t h e n 
t h o u s c a r e s t me w i t h d r e a m s , a n d t e r r i f i e s t me 
t h r o u g h v i s i o n ; so t h a t m y s o u l c h o o s e t h 
s t r a n g l i n g , a n d d e a t h r a t h e r t h a n l i f e . " I t is 
a t t h i s p o i n t t h a t P e t e r y e a r n s w i t h a l l t h e 
s t r e n g t h of h i s s o u l to be c o n j o i n e d to J a m e s 
a n d J o h n — t o love a n d to do t h e w o r k s o f love , 
a n d t h i s h e does b y p r a y e r , a n d f a s t i n g f r o m 
the e v i l p a s s i o n s o f t h e senses . I f he does n o t , 
he becomes a n o u t c a s t . N o w , i n o u r s p i r i t u a l 
t r i a l s wc h a v e to be c a r e f u l n o t to come to f a l s e 
c o n c l u s i o n s . W h e n we a r e " t o s s e d u p a n d 
d o w n a s t h e l o c u s t " ( t h e locust , is o f t h e l o w e s t 
s e n s u a l ) , A V C w o n d e r i f o u r f a i l u r e to be a s g o o d 
as Ave t h i n k we o u g h t to be , i s t h r o u g h b e i n g 
too i n t e l l e c t u a l a n d t o o l i t t l e e m o t i o n a l . S o m e 
w r i t e r s of t h e N e w C h u r c h a r e t r y i n g to s h o w 
us a s h o r t c u t to hea\ ren b y p o s t u l a t i n g t h a t , 
" C h r i s t i a n i t y is n o t t h e a c c e p t a n c e of a c r e e d , 
b u t t h e l i v i n g of a l i f e . " T h e r e is no sense i n 
s u c h a s t a t e m e n t . A c r e e d t e a c h e s us w h a t 
t r u t h s a r e to he bel ieved . I t is i m p o s s i b l e to 
live t h e l i fe w i t h o u t a c r e e d ; f o r t r u t h l e a d s to 
t h e g o o d of l i fe . G o o d w i t h o u t t r u t h c a n n o t 
e x i s t . I f the w o r l d is n o t to be d e s t r o y e d 
t h r o u g h l a c k of s p i r i t u a l k n o w l e d g e , t h e i n t e l 
l i g e n t m e m b e r s o f the N e w C h u r c h m u s t n e v e r 
c e a s e f r o m l e a r n i n g w i s d o m f r o m the B i b l e , a n d 
s p i r i t u a l k n o w l e d g e f r o m the W r i t i n g s of 
E m a n u e l SAvedenborg. S e e Dent. x i . 18 , 19 , 20 . 

Affirmation 
THE LORD IS ON MY SIDE; I WILL NOT FEAR. 

— P s . cxviii. 6. 

Swedenborg Commemoration 

T h e SAvedenborg Commemoration by the S t . 
P a u l Society began on J a n u a r y 25th w i t h a l u n c h 
eon at the T o w n - C o u n t r y C l u b at w h i c h the 
pastor , the R e v . C l y d e W . B r o o m e l l , was host to a 
representative group of c lergymen from S t . P a u l 
a n d M i n n e a p o l i s . T h e invitat ion was extended in 
the s p i r i t of c h a r i t y shown by Swedenborg in 
p u b l i s h i n g his wri t ings for the w o r l d , without sec
t a r i a n interest . 

T h e occasion proA'ed to be a v e r y interest ing 
a n d del ightful one. M r . B r o o m e l l directed the 
conversation p r i n c i p a l l y to Swedenborg ' s p s y c h o 
logical a p p r o a c h to the interpretat ion of the W o r d . 
T h e r e was opportunity also to touch on m a n y es 
sential doctrines . 

T h e thought of unity through c h a r i t y was sum
m a r i z e d in a noA'el laboratory demonstration by 
M r . B r o o m e l l , i n w h i c h were shown some processes 
i n col lect ing " f r e e " gold and " c o m b i n e d " gold 
from sands , rock a n d r e f r a c t o r y ores. C o r r e 
spondingly the p r i n c i p l e of loA'e, i n degrees of 
knoAvledge, was traced through the W o r d , with 
i l lustrat ions in l i fe . 

T h r o u g h the k i n d cooperation of the R o t c h T r u s 
tees a n d the N e w - C h u r c h P r e s s , it was made pos
sible to present the guests with copies of the 
Divine Love and Wisdom and the Book of Wor
ship. Attent ion w a s cal led to the s u m m a r y of 
D o c t r i n e s , the R i t e s a n d S a c r a m e n t s in the Book 
of Worship, with the suggestion that they would he 
helpful i n the problem coming before the M i n n e 
sota State P a s t o r s Conference when i t considers 
the R e p o r t s of the E d i n b u r g h and O x f o r d C o n 
ferences on U n i t y . 

W i t h the books Avere given beautiful samples of 
Arery " h i g h g r a d e " gold ore dug by the host from 
Colorado mountains . T h i s gave opportunity to 
expla in that as gold, in quanti ty , is first deposited 
in regions subjected to great u p h e a v a l , so loA'e 
from the L o r d is implanted d u r i n g corresponding 
tr ia ls of regeneration. 

O n S u n d a y , J a n u a r y 3()th, the morning service 
w a s i n s p i r i n g l y obserA-ed with a sermon b y the 
pastor on the s u b j e c t " G a t e s of the H o l y C i t y 
N o w O p e n . " S p e c i a l music by the choir included 
" U n f o l d Y e P o r t a l s E v e r l a s t i n g " from Gounod's 
" R e d e m p t i o n " a n d " E y e H a t h N o t S e e n " from 
G a u l ' s " H o l y C i t y . " 

" T h e D i v i n e L o v e in the S u n s h i n e " w a s the 
theme of the ta lk s i m p l y and reverent ly presented 
by M r s . E l i z a b e t h K . J a c o b s o n , when chi ldren 
a n d adults met in the s a n c t u a r y for the S u n d a y -
school hour. T h e h y m n s and S c r i p t u r e readings 
were a l l chosen w i t h this thought in m i n d . 

A collation w a s served by caterers at 1:80 in 
the P a r i s h House . M e m b e r s of the S t . P a u l S o 
ciety were hosts to members of the M i n n e a p o l i s 
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Society and friends from outside the T w i n C i t i e s . 
E v e r y o n e e n j o y e d the hour of . fe l lowship w h i c h 
followed. 

A t 3 :30 a V e s p e r service was held i n the church 
for which specia l music h a d been a r r a n g e d . I n 
s p i r i n g ta lks were given b y the fo l lowing : 

L y d i a C u t l e r Sehradcr-=—"What Swedenborg 
M e a n s to M e . " 

M i s s N e l l i e W a l t o n F o r d — " A n I l l u s t r a t i o n 
of D i v i n e P r o v i d e n c e R e v e a l e d , by 
T h e Honorable J o h n B i g l o w . " 

M r . W . W . C u t l e r — " S w e d e n b o r g and T h e 
C h u r c h e s . " 

A l though the day was stormy outside, prevent 
i n g some of our fr iends from distant places to p a r 
t icipate in these services , yet the w a r m t h of love 
and fr iendship a n d true t h a n k s g i v i n g prevai led 
within the w a l l s of the V i r g i n i a Avenue N e w 
C h u r c h on that S u n d a y nearest J a n u a r y 29th, 
1938. 

NEWS OF THE CHURCH 

W A S H I N G T O N , D . C . 
On February 5th, the Ladies ' Aid Society of the 

Washington Church held a most successful card party 
at the home of the Misses Smith. The Young People's 
League also held a card party on February 18th, the 
proceeds being devoted to entertainment expenses at the 
time of Convention In May. 

The Ladies' Aid Society also met In the Parish House 
on Wednesday, February 23rd, and conducted a Bake 
Sale In the afternoon. 

On Sunday evening, February 20th, the monthly Forum 
Meeting of the Society was held in the Parish House 
under the leadership of Mr. Lewis Barrington. The 
subject under discussion was "What Type of Pacifism 
Is Consistent with Christian Teaching?" 

B O S T O N 
The Boston New Church was the scene of the Union 

Ministers' Meeting, sponsored by the Greater Boston 
Federation of Churches on Monday, February 28th. 
The guest speaker was D r . Frederick J . Libby. of Wash
ington, D . C , Executive Secretary of the National Coun
cil for the Prevention of War, who spoke on the subject 
"American Foreign Policy: Does It Mean Peace or 
W a r ? " 

The Society announced " a musicale of selected Negro 
spirituals accompanying the readings of Scriptural quo
tations and of passages from our Church teachings con
cerning the deep spiritual possibilities of the African 
race, entitled, 'The Universal C h r i s t , ' " to be held on 
Sunday, March 6th, at 3:30 o'clock. The musical part 
of the program was given by Mrs. Dorothy Richardson 
and her Greater Boston Negro Male Chorus. A recital 
of Negro folklore was given by Eleanor Trent Wallace. 
This unusual service was arranged by the Rev. Samuel 
O. Weems, who officiated with the pastor, the Rev. 
Antony Regamey, and is part of the 250th birthday 
commemoration proceedings. Al l members of the Bos
ton Society and friends were invited. 

B A L T I M O R E N O R T H W E S T M I S S I O N 
The Baltimore Northwest Mission advertised in the 

morning and evening editions of the Sun of January 29, 

1938, giving the quotation, "Now it is allowable to enter 
intellectually into the mysteries of faith," Emanuel Swe
denborg (7'. 0. R. 508), it being felt that this quotation 
was suitable for the Swedenborg Anniversary. The 
Mission Notice Bi l l -Board had been repainted and pre
sented a neat appearance. Literature supplied by the 
Commemoration Committee's office at New York has 
been distributed. 

A t the end of January, Mr. G. Clement Allhutt com
pleted sixteen years as leader of the Mission. 

B A L T I M O R E , M D . 
The pastor will preach on " F i n d i n g God in a New 

World" on Sunday, March 13th. His topics for March 
20th and 27th will be "Patience in Suffering" and " T h e 
Uncertain Hope." 

The Young People's League will have its monthly 
business meeting on Sunday, March 13th. On March 
20th, the League Study Class will meet at 6:15 for sup
per at the church, and will have its discussion at eight 
o'clock. 

R o u n d Robins Attention 
U n t i l further notice, please direct a l l robins to 

M r s . C h a r l e s S . M a c k , 333 E . 53rd Street . A p t . 
5 L , N e w Y o r k C i t y , except those in which M r s . 
L u c i o wri tes . She w i l l lead these. 

O BIT U ARY 

J O H N S O X . — M r s . F a n n i e A l i c e J o h n s o n , born on 
September 4. 1869, in T e x a s , passed a w a y in L o s 
A n g e l e s , on F e b r u a r y 5, 1938. T h e services were 
held in L o s Angeles a n d , the committal serv ice , i n 
O k l a h o m a C i t y . T h e R e v . A n d r e Diaconoff offi
c iated here . 

Mrs. Johnson was the mother-in-law of Mr. Emmet 
L . Lovett, member of the Church of the New Jerusalem, 
in Los Angeles. She is survived by sons and daughters. 

"Blessed are the dead, who die in the Lord from hence
forth. Y e a , saith the Spirit : that they may rest from 
their labors: and their works do follow them." (Revela
tion xiv. 13.) A. D. 

CALENDAR 

M a r c h 20 . 
Third Sunday in Lent 

T H E L O R D AS T H E S o x O F M A N 
S e l . 8 8 : " P r a i s e waiteth for T h e e , O G o d , in 

Z i o n . " 
L e s s o n I . E x . x x x v i i . 
Responsive S e r v i c e I I I . T h e Commandments . 
L e s s o n I I . L u k e x i , to v. 28. 
G l o r i a , Benedietus (to G r e g o r i a n T o n e s , M a g . 

7 1 5 - 7 3 5 ) and F a i t h . 
H y m n s ( M a g . ) 364 : " G o f o r w a r d , C h r i s t i a n sol 

d i e r . " 
3 8 1 : " I love the L o r d , H e h e a r d my v o i c e . " 
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The Augmentation Fund 
S T A N D S F O R T H R E E V I T A L T H I N G S : 

1. The Encouragement and Assistance of Weak Societies 
2. Reasonable and Reliable Support for Ministers 
3. Help in Supporting Students for the Ministry 

T o Maintain and E x t e n d I t s W o r k I t 

Needs Your Support 
T o those who think of making a bequest to the Fund, the Treasurer will be pleased to 

furnish . suitable forms and to give any advice that may be asked. As State laws with 
regard to wills vary, local counsel in the State of the testator should finally be consulted. 
Make checks payable to A L B E R T P. C A R T E R , Treasurer , and send all correspondence 

to him at 511 B A R R I S T E R S H A L L , B O S T O N 9, M A S S . 

U R B A N A J U N I O R C O L L E G E 
of the General Convention 

Preliminary work for Liberal Arts , A g r i 
culture, Dentistry, L a w , Theology, Medicine, 
Pharmacy, Education and Engineering. Special 
courses also in the study of the Word and the 
Writings. Freshmen and Sophomore years. 
For information address. 

Rev . Russel l Eaton , President 
Urbana, Ohio 

Commemorat ion E d i t i o n 
S W E D E N B O R G , 

L I F E A N D T E A C H I N G 
B y George Trobridge 

U s e t h i s book d u r i n g the present ce lebrat ion of the 
250th A n n i v e r s a r y of S w e d e n b o r g ' s b i r t h to i n t r o d u c e 
h i m to n e w r e a d e r s . A book of 343 pages, h a n d s o m e l y 
bound i n s e m i - l i m p i m i t a t i o n l e a t h e r c o v e r s , g i l t letter
i n g , r o u n d e d c o r n e r s , for 25 cents p e r copy, postpaid . 

O u r r e g u l a r p a p e r - h o u n d edit ion of t h i s book, 
10 cents p e r copy, postpaid . 

O r d e r a q u a n t i t y for j u d i c i o u s d i s t r i b u t i o n . 

Swedenborg Foundation Incorporated 
51 E a s t 42nd St. New Y o r k , N . Y . 

T H E M E S S E N G E R 
is the official organ of the 

C O N V E N T I O N 

and the special news servant 
of the 

C H U R C H 

Help the Church by subscribing to 

T H E M E S S E N G E R 
Keep in touch with the external 

organization of the Church 

T H E N E W - C H U R C H 
T H E O L O G I C A L S C H O O L 

48 Quincy St., Cambridge, Mass. 

A three-years' course preparing for the min
istry. 

Courses by correspondence in the Theology 
of the New Church, and in Spiritual I n 
terpretation of the Scriptures. 

For information apply to 
F r a n k l i n H . Blackmer, President 

B O A R D O F M I S S I O N S 
O F T H E 

Genera l Convention 

Ouus is peculiarly a missionary church so 
that the uses of this Board require wide 

and intensive activity. Your Board is com
posed of individuals thoroughly acquainted with 
the task before it. and who devote much time 
and energy to their duties. Help them carry 
on. Suggestions invited. 

L L O Y D A . F R O S T , Treasurer 
C A M B R I D G E T R U S T C O . 

C A M B R I D G E , M A S S . 

H o n . F o r s t e r \ V . F r e e m a n P r e s i d e n t 
P a u l S p e r r y V i c e - P r e s i d e n t 
L e s l i e M a r s h a l l G e n e r a l S e c r e t a r y 

94 A r l i n g t o n A v e . . H a w t h o r n e , TC. J . 

C H A P E L H I L L S C H O O L 
( F o r m e r l y c a l l e d W a l t h a m S c h o o l for G i r l s ) 

Waltham, Massachusetts 

A H o a r d i n g a n d D a y School control led by N e w -
C h u r c h T r u s t e e s . P u p i l s a c c e p t e d ages 5 to 19 ; sep
a r a t e homes for older a n d y o u n g e r g i r l s . Col lege 
P r e p a r a t o r y a n d G e n e r a l c o u r s e s i n U p p e r S c h o o l . 
O u t d o o r sports . F o r catalogue, a d d r e s s 

P H I L I P E . G O O D H U E 
Principal 

L Y N N N E I G H B O R H O O D H O U S E 
A S S O C I A T I O N 

Contributions solicited 
Help us serve the Children 

Three dollars per annum 
B K R T H A M . W H I T M A N , T r e a s u r e r 

109 Walnut Avenue, Roxbury 19, Mass. 
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