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NEW-CHURCH M E S S E N G E R 

V o l . C L I V , N o . 11 N e w Y o r k C i t y , M a r c h 16, 1938 W h o l e N o . 4 4 1 1 

x 

T h e R e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s of the N e w C h u r c h 

IN our present issue are two art ic les of more 
t h a n ord ina l 1 } 7 in teres t . One is f r o m the pen 

of the President of Convent ion and is the sub
stance of an address given by h i m at the A n 
nual M e e t i n g of the New Y o r k Assoc ia t i on . 
M r . M a y e r believes t h a t the New C h u r c h is 
ready f o r a f o r w a r d move, " l o o k i n g f o r w a r d t o 
increas ing ways of b r i n g i n g the t r u t h i n t o ways 
o f p r a c t i c a l usefulness." 

T h e other a r t i c l e was w r i t t e n by M r . J a c k 
W . Odey, J r . , and is an a t t e m p t t o answer the 
o f t - repeated quest ion, " W h y does n o t the New 
C h u r c h g r o w ? " M r . Odey, l ike m a n y other 
y o u n g men is dissatisfied w i t h the c a p i t a l i s t i c 
basis o f our social o r g a n i z a t i o n and wants the 
New C h u r c h t o do something about i t . 

I t would be di f f icult to f ind a g rea ter c on t ras t 
than t h a t presented by these t w o art i c les . M r . 
Mayer ' s is caut ious and conservative. M r . 
Odey's is r a d i c a l , r e v o l u t i o n a r y , and aflame 
•rith the fire of y o u t h . B u t bo th agree on one 
p o i n t , v iz . , the C h u r c h ought t o go f o r w a r d . 

I t is a mistake t o assume t h a t N e w - C h u r c h 
people are callous t o the needs of the p o o r or 
" ' t h i n k t h a t they answer appeals f o r bread by 
advis ing them t o be " b o r n a g a i n . " N e w - C b u r c h 
rxrople arc no t less p h i l a n t h r o p i c t h a n others . 

I f a catalogue of good works were d r a w n u p 
and publ ished (which Heaven f o r b i d ! ) i t would 
be f ound t h a t i n p r o p o r t i o n to t h e i r numbers 
New-Church people are no t a t the b o t t o m of 
the l i s t . 

Be i t a d m i t t e d , however, t h a t f r o m i t s first 
incept ion the N e w - C h u r c h o r g a n i z a t i o n has re 
garded the p r o c l a m a t i o n o f the t r u t h as i t s first 
and most i m p o r t a n t d u t y . I t s founders were 
impelled by two desires, first, t h a t they m i g h t 
worship the L o r d i n H i s D i v i n e H u m a n i t y ; sec
ond , t h a t they m i g h t pub l i sh abroad the t r u t h 
revealed in the W r i t i n g s of E m a n u e l Sweden
b o r g . The N e w - C h u r c h o r g a n i z a t i o n devoted 
i tse l f t o the p r o c l a m a t i o n of s p i r i t u a l t r u t h . 
I t s members made and s t i l l make g rea t s a c r i 
f i c e to c a r r y on t h a t w o r k . T h e efforts have 
been blessed, no t by any g rea t advance i n n u m 
bers but by a widespread influence on the re 
l igious t h o u g h t of the age. T h e r e is h a r d l y 
room f o r any serious c r i t i c i s m of the t h o r o u g h -
iH.-s* and fa i thfulness d isp layed by the New 
C h u r c h in i ts miss ionary enterprise . 

T o - d a y we have t o face the fac t t h a t a new 
generat ion has arisen t h a t is n o t satisfied t o 
have the C h u r c h remain merely as a t each ing 
i n s t i t u t i o n . T h e y o u n g people of the church 
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are quite content , i f no t even anxious f o r the 
p r o c l a m m a t i o n of the doctr ines of the Second 
Advent to go f o r w a r d , hut they want to see 
the i r church a l igned w i t h o ther agencies t h a t 
w o r k f o r the ame l i o ra t i on o f the present con
di t ions of human l i f e . T h e y w a n t a church de
voted not only to the Div ine H u m a n i t y b u t to 
t h a t h u m a n i t y of which they themselves are a 
p a r t . 

A prob lem, therefore , confronts us. H o w 
can we best t r a n s l a t e the d o c t r i n e o f use and 
the doc t r ine of the G r a n d A l a n i n t o concrete 
forms? H o w can the C h u r c h as an o rgan iza 
t i o n a l l y i t se l f w i t h p h i l a n t h r o p i c and social 
betterment efforts? H o w can i t supplement i ts 
p r e a c h i n g by the p r a c t i c a l works of c h a r i t y ? 
Here is the prob lem. 

T h e answer w i l l not be f ound in the advocacv 
of any special p r o g r a m of social r e f o r m . E f 
f o r t s to make the C h u r c h the exponent of any 
pet system of social o rder w i l l d ivide i t i n t o 
oppos ing p o l i t i c a l camps. T h e C h u r c h exists 
t o teach the pr inc ip les of r ighteous l i v i n g , and 
this is and always must be i ts chief f u n c t i o n . 
I t exists to b r i n g men to the worsh ip of the 
L o r d . I t exists t o c o n j o i n the e a r t h w i t h the 
heavens. B u t there is a demand f o r something 
more. O u r y o u n g people want to see worship 
u l t i m a t i n g i tse l f in work . A n d th e i r desire 
ought to be g r a t i f i e d . H o w best t o g r a t i f y 
t h a t desire, how best to devote some of the en
ergies of the C h u r c h to efforts on the p r a c t i c a l 
plane—these cons t i tu te our present p rob l em. 

A . W . 

Church and State 

TH E s t r u g g l e between C h u r c h and S t a t e s t i l l 
continues in G e r m a n y . T h e Rev. M a r t i n 

Niemol ler , who has been in pr i son f o r eight 
months on charges of sedit ion and other m a t 
ters , has had a prolonged legal t r i a l t h a t ended 
in a v i r t u a l a c q u i t t a l of this noted P r o t e s t a n t 
leader of the oppos i t i on to the t o t a l i t a r i a n 
S ta te . H e was sentenced to seven months hon
orable " f o r t r e s s i m p r i s o n m e n t " f o r the misuse 
of the p u l p i t , but lie w i l l not have to serve them 
because he has a lready been in pr i son since his 
arrest i n J u l y , 1937. Me was also fined 5 0 0 
marks f o r read ing the names of par ishioners 

who had left his c h u r c h and 1500 m a r k s f or 
h a v i n g issued l i t e r a t u r e and signed documents 
u r g i n g disobedience of c e r t a i n ordinances o f 
government depar tments . T h e fines h a v i n g 
been p a i d , the Rev. Niemoller was released. H e 
was at once rearrested because he refused t o 
guarantee t h a t he w i l l cease his a t tacks on Nazi 
Church po l i cy . I n P r o t e s t a n t Churches t h r o u g h 
out the w o r l d Niemol ler is regarded as a sec
ond M a r t i n L u t h e r , and i n m a n y churches 
p r a y e r s have been offered on his behalf . 

Several German newspapers have protested 
against the interest L iken by f ore ign religious 
communit ies i n w h a t , these newspapers assert, 
is a m a t t e r p e r t a i n i n g solely t o i n t e r n a l af fairs 
i n Germany . B u t p o l i t i c a l and rel igious free
dom arc and always w i l l be matters of v i t a l i m 
por tance t o the whole human race. T h e y are 
especially v i t a l t o the people of the U n i t e d 
States. T h e a r r i v a l of the P i l g r i m F a t h e r s in 
this c o u n t r y was the d i rec t resul t of the effort 
of James I t o c u r t a i l the re l ig ious l i b e r t y of his 
subjects , and vast numbers of i m m i g r a n t s i n t o 
th i s l a n d were people who left E u r o p e t o find 
the i n d i v i d u a l and p o l i t i c a l l i b e r t y denied to 
them in th e i r nat ive l and . 

U n d e r normal c irmcumstances i t is no t the 
f u n c t i o n of the p u l p i t t o cr i t i c ize the p o l i c y of 
the government , n o r is i t the d u t y of the 
preacher t o advocate th i s or t h a t b r a n d of 
po l i t i c s . B u t where the freedom o f the people is 
a t stake i t is the bounden d u t y of the preacher 
to p r o t e s t . W h e n the freedom of the press 
has been destroyed , the p u l p i t remains the last 
s t r o n g h o l d of l i b e r t y . 

D i c t a t o r i a l government is a very sensitive 
flower. I t cannot endure even the s l ightest de
gree of f r o s t t h a t comes w i t h c r i t i c i s m ; and the 
pecul iar f o r m of d i c t a t o r s h i p that, aims at the 
t o t a l i t a r i a n State appears to he hypersensit ive . 
T h e r e should be n o t h i n g sacrosanct about a n y 
f o r m of government . J u s t and f a i r c r i t i c i s m 
never d i d h a r m t o any movement. D i c t a t o r s h i p 
t h a t p e r m i t s no dissent is no t , in the l ong r u n , 
serviceable to i t se l f or to a n a t i o n . A l l re
s t r a i n t upon the rel igious and p o l i t i c a l freedom 
of a people is opposed t o C h r i s t i a n pr inc ip l e s . 
"One is y o u r master , even C h r i s t , and a l l ye 
are b r e t h r e n ' ' is the t r u e C h r i s t i a n ideal . 

T h e p o l i t i c a l l i fe and policies of Germany 
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are m a t t e r s f o r the German people, b u t when a 
government assumes dominance over the Church 
i t becomes a m a t t e r of deep interest t o a l l 
Chr i s t ians . 

I t is i n t e r e s t i n g t o note something of what 
Swedenborg w r o t e of the German people more 
t h a n a c e n t u r y and a h a l f ago. H e speaks o f 
them as " t h i s noble n a t i o n . " 

T h e 

TH O S E who w a t c h the devious trends i n the 
l a r g e r fields of h u m a n a m b i t i o n and a c t i o n , 

and observe the chang ing state of the w o r l d 
m i n d , may f o r m d i f f erent conclusions, bu t agree 
t h a t c e r t a i n m a r k e d character is t i cs of th i s age 
c annot be denied. 

B o t h i n this w o r l d and i n heaven new issues 
come f o r w a r d because of a rearrangement of 
t h o u g h t and a new emphasis on object ives. T h e 
chang ing states i n b o t h wor lds depend on the 
r u l i n g d i spos i t i on , the degree of d e t e r m i n a t i o n , 
the urgency of a c t i v i t y , and a recogn i t i on of 
the r e l a t i o n o f t h i n g s . I n the s p i r i t u a l w o r l d 
these states resul t f r o m a percept ion and a p p l i 
cat ion o f new t r u t h s , and th i s i n t e r n a l r e a d j u s t 
ment influences the h u m a n m i n d and t h r o u g h i t 
the ex te rna l order o f man's w o r l d is a l tered . 

I t is n o t necessary to w o r l d l y success f o r 
many men t o know t h a t back of t h e i r a c t i v i t y 
and interest there are invisible s p i r i t u a l de
terminat ives which shape the course of human 

vents, or t h a t the w o r l d is n o t ru led a c c o r d i n g 
t o the ideas and fal lacies of men, b u t by an 
order ly p l a n and a divine p u r p o s e ; f o r the 
minds of men have pecu l iar o r i e n t a t i o n s , u n 

gual a t t i t u d e s , f o r m i n g a medley of inconsist 
ent and d i scordant v i b r a t i o n s t h a t surpass i n -

r p r e t a t i o n by any save the d iv ine m i n d . 
I n th i s w o r l d we see exper t interest centered 

on the p h y s i c a l sciences and the technica l 
t r a i n i n g of others who are t o u t i l i ze the inven

ts and discoveries, while p o p u l a r interest is 
concerned more w i t h the mechanisms of t r a d e , 
the c o n t r o l of the social o rder , and the l i g h t e r 

u s o f recreat ion and pleasure. T h e present 
t r e n d is decidedly away f r o m the r h e t o r i c a l 

" A s the Germans are under a despotic 
government in each dukedom, they have 
n o t freedom o f speech and w r i t i n g . . . 
and when th i s freedom is res t ra ined , 
freedom o f t h o u g h t . . . is r e s t ra ined 
a l s o . " — ( T . C. R. 8 1 4 . ) 

A . W . 

M o v e m e n t 

ethics and frozen dogmas of the t r a d i t i o n a l and 
a u t h o r i t a t i v e C h u r c h . M e n are t h i n k i n g more 
on p r a c t i c a l linos which affect human re lat ions . 

T h i s modern age is no t aware t h a t i t has been 
g r a n t e d a new freedom of reason and l i b e r t y 
of a c t i on by the L o r d in H i s a p p r o a c h t o the 
human element of m a n k i n d . T h i s , coming 
t h r o u g h the avenues of s c r i p t u r a l t r u t h , has the 
pecu l iar effect of f o r c i n g people either to the 
r i g h t o r the l e f t , and at these extremes i t gives 
c l a r i t y and newness of vis ion to those who see 
purpose and o r d e r l y design in l i fe and i n n a 
t u r e , while i t drives i n t o confusion those who 
assert the i r own wisdom and exp lo i t men f o r 
th e i r own g l o r i f i c a t i o n . Gone is the age when 
men suffered under the bondage of ignorance . 
T h e r e is now an ef fort t o s u p p l a n t this by the 
bondage of a u t h o r i t y and m i l i t a r y m i g h t ; b u t 
this eventual ly must y i e l d t o the freedom of 
t r u t h . I n this r a p i d t r a n s f o r m a t i o n m a n y are 
bewildered, f o r they do not ye t discern the 
purpose of the divine p l a n , and are staggered 
by repeated calamit ies . 

D u r i n g these t r y i n g times there seems t o be 
a r e s t r a i n i n g h a n d over the s p i r i t u a l C h u r c h 
and i ts voice is n o t h e a r d ; bu t re l ig ion is no t 
lost nor the W o r d f o r g o t t e n , f o r d u r i n g these 
periods of silence our L o r d stores u p reserves 
of s p i r i t u a l power f o r f u t u r e use. T h i s is 
always H i s process, w i t h g r o w i n g y o u t h and 
composite m a n k i n d . T h e new revelat ion assures 
us t h a t there arc reserves of f a i t h t o welcome 
the coming of the Son o f M a n . 

T h e r e are also many indicat ions of a r i s i n g 
t ide o f consciousness t h a t is m o v i n g the m i n d 
and s p i r i t of rel igious people, and i n our own 

N e w - C h u r c h F o r w a r d 
By Fred Sidney Mayer 
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o r g a n i z a t i o n there is an awakening of qu i ck 
ened a s p i r a t i o n which is being fe l t f a r beyond 
the borders of Convent ion. T h i s is more evi 
dent as r e p o r t s come on the encourag ing suc
cess of the A n n i v e r s a r y celebrat ion a n d the sur 
p r i s i n g interest i t aroused. I t is also seen i n 
the recent a p p o i n t m e n t by Convent ion of a 
Committee on the State of the C h u r c h . W h e n 
the idea of an anniversary celebrat ion was first, 
proposed i n the s p r i n g of 1935 there was hesi
t a t i o n and doubt i n our Convent ion and the 
Conference whether such an ambit ious p r o g r a m 
could be c a r r i e d t h r o u g h to success. I t was 
recognized t h a t an a t t e m p t whi ch would f a i l 
would be d i s c o u r a g i n g and perhaps f a t a l . 

T h e l a t e r experience has shown us t h a t the 
response was hear ten ing . N o t on ly was there 
a general eulogy i n the press, b u t m a n y 
p r o m i n e n t and learned persons were moved 
by the L o r d t o lend the i r acc la im t o the 
g rea t c o n t r i b u t i o n s which E m a n u e l Sweden
b o r g gave to the progress a n d t h o u g h t 
of the w o r l d . T h i s m u t u a l r e cogn i t i on 
of his menta l a b i l i t y and p r a c t i c a l achieve
ments w i l l encourage the s t u d y of his p r o p h e t i c 
utterances . H e , whose m i n d went beyond the 
common t h o u g h t s of men, made possible the 
intercourse w i t h angels. T h i s g rea t perso i i -
a l i t y , denied his place i n the wor ld ' s h a l l o f 
tame, has now been elevated to a p o s i t i o n in 
publ ic esteem where his san i ty and s incer i ty 
can never be questioned. T h a t much and more 
has been accomplished t h r o u g h the f a i t h and 
persistence of the members of the New C h u r c h . 

Often one adventure suggests another , and 
in the new s p i r i t of confidence our people arc-
l o o k i n g f o r w a r d t o increas ing ways of b r i n g i n g 
the t r u t h i n t o the realms of p r a c t i c a l useful 
ness. T h e y have heard the sign given to D a v i d 
" t h e sound of a g o i n g i n the tops of the m u l 
b e r r y trees, ' ' and know t h a t the L o r d is lead
i n g the way before them. T h i s feel ing is no t 
something added to the C h u r c h nor f ore ign to 
its miss ion ; bu t a recogni t i on of respons ib i l i ty 
and the awareness of o p p o r t u n i t y , a n t i c i 
pated in the doctr ines . I t is a new emphasis 
on the p r a c t i c a l impl i ca t i ons of our f a i t h 
shaped to meet p r e v a i l i n g issues. 

T h e r e is an abundance o f s p i r i t u a l power 
which w i l l flow i n whenever wc i n i t i a t e re forms 

and make p r a c t i c a l d e m o n s t r a t i o n of sound 
ideas. W h e n man begins t o a d j u s t and o r g a n 
ize his e x t e r n a l a f fa i r s—domest i c , social , p o l i t 
i c a l and educat ional systems—he needs t o do 
some clear t h i n k i n g and for th i s purpose the 
L o r d releases creat ive , rel igious powers, to sus
t a i n the c iv i l and m o r a l s tandards which men 
and women of good w i l l have set f o r themselves. 

I n selecting a p a t h a l o n g which the f o r w a r d 
movement should advance we are again guided 
by our doctr ines to employ those pr inc ip l es 
only which w i l l answer t i n - immediate needs of 
the d a y , and which w i l l p romote specific uses. 
I n f o l l o w i n g th i s t r u t h we would t h i n k of the 
simple teachings of the C h u r c h and find ways 
of b r i n g i n g them i n t o the d a i l y experience of 
the common people. Perhaps in the past we 
have been a i m i n g a t the upper ten per cent and 
neglect ing the middle seventy per cent, r e g a r d 
less o f the f a c t t h a t those in the u p p e r brackets 
e n t e r t a i n no rel igious t h o u g h t s . W e need to 
speak the language which voices the common 
experiences of men, and i t is s u r p r i s i n g how 
simple arc our doctr ines . 

I n consider ing p r i m a r y needs and p r a c t i c a l 
uses i t is he lp fu l to dismiss the idea of any per
sonal s u p e r i o r i t y and t o recognize t h a t a l l con
scientious persons have a personal r e l a t i o n to 
the one L o r d . O u r h u m a n n a t u r e is of a com
mon weave and t e x t u r e . A l l have a m o r a l sense 
of r i g h t and w r o n g . W e are h i g h l y emotional 
and o f ten b l i n d t o reason. T h e r e is a universal 
desire f o r confidence, purpose and se cur i ty , and 
Swedenborg informs us t h a t a l l men o r i g i n a l l y 
are b o r n i n t o the love o f the neighbor . A n d , 
in the s ight of the L o r d the human race on e a r t h 
forms one o rgan i c body . 

R e l i g i o n is comparable to the l i fe blood of 
man. T h e p u l s a t i n g , muscular o rgan t h a t 
regulates the speed and p u r i t y of the c i r c u l a t 
i n g corpuscles equipped to m a i n t a i n organic re
la t i ons is the state o f the C h u r c h as i t exists in 
s p i r i t u a l l y - m i n d e d men. F o l l o w i n g this l ine 
of reasoning we can r e a d i l y see t h a t the New 
C h u r c h and i ts revelations belong t o a l l m a n 
k i n d . T h e mission of this Church i * to re late 
re l ig ion to l i f e , f o r w i t h o u t reasonable rel igious 
t r u t h s l i f e f orms d i s t o r t i o n s , and knots i tse l f 
i n t o neurot i c and degenerate deformit ies . We 
know t h a t the d a i l y s t rugg le of men and women 
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to f ind adequate ways o f l i v ing - is no t devoid of 
n o r m a l rel igious experience and a consequent 
desire f o r s p i r i t u a l l i g h t . 

E v e r y i n d i v i d u a l who acts j u s t l y i n f u l f i l l i n g 
his c iv i l and m o r a l ob l igat ions and who sup 
p o r t s the c o m m u n i t y wel fare is o u r b r o t h e r in 
s p i r i t , and there should be a place f o r h i m i n 
our o r g a n i z a t i o n . Those i n s y m p a t h y w i t h the 
purpose o f our o r g a n i z a t i o n and who espouse 
the common cause, should n o t be asked t o pass 
a theo log i ca l o r d o c t r i n a l e x a m i n a t i o n a t t h e i r 
entrance t o the C h u r c h . Heaven selects i t s own 
h u m a n m a t e r i a l f r o m this w o r l d , and t h a t p a r 
t i c u l a r service is given to the angels. T h e d u t y 
of those who have the l i g h t is t o i n s t r u c t a n d 
prepare t h e i r f c l lowmcn under the gui ldance o f 
the L o r d . 

I t wou ld be a loss of energy t o become i n 
volved i n mechanism or t o y i e l d to a p a t h e t i c 
f a i t h i n general i t ies , and wc should be warned 
t o avo id has ty conclusions a n d scattered 
t h o u g h t . Let us n o t ignore the doctr ines t h a t 
are d i rec ted to p r a c t i c a l purposes, one of these 
reads, " t o be wise is to discern w h a t is t r u e a n d 
good, t o choose w h a t is su i tab le , and t o a p p l y 
these t o the uses of l i f e . " L e t t h a t wisdom 
guide us i n the F o r w a r d Movement . Sweden
b o r g speaks of a universa l a f f i rmative w i t h 
which m a n is imbued as t o t r u t h s , and t h a t t o 
those i n th i s p r i n c i p l e , a l t h o u g h unaware of i t 
at. the t i m e , the L o r d insinuates m a n y other a f 
f i rmat ives . T h e r e is a concourse of op in i on and 
a power i n cooperat ive e f fort t h a t c a r r y a 
movement t o success, w h i c h , l a c k i n g these ele
ments m i g h t f a i l . 

W e m a y be inc l ined a t times to underes t i 
mate the p r a c t i c a l results whi ch are evidence 
of our past, e f f o r t a n d teach ing , a n d we 
may o f t en confuse the s p i r i t u a l New C h u r c h 
w i t h the p h y s i c a l o r g a n i z a t i o n o f C o n 
vent i on , Conference a n d aff i l iated bodies. 
These organizat ions arc the o u t w a r d f o r m 
o f the inner substance, the o r d e r l y chan
nels of achiev ing the purpose of s p i r i t . I t 
is t h r o u g h the New C h u r c h and the o i 'ganiza-
tions t h a t a l l f a i t h s and denominations have 
been given a new u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f the real it ies 
and condit ions of the other w o r l d . T h e fa ls i t ies 
of s p i r i t u a l i s m and the absurdit ies of m i l l c n a r i -
anism have been exposed and held in check. T h e 

i n a r t i c u l a t e feel ing t h a t s c r i p t u r e is s p i r i t u t 
terance r a t h e r t h a t h i s t o r i c s tatement has been 
s t r e n g t h e n e d ; and the emerg ing c l a r i t y o f the 
p e r s o n a l i t y of Jesus C h r i s t over the f o r m e r 
confusion w i t h t h a t o f Jehovah , a l l these and 
more are witness to the t r u t h - w o r k i n g of the 
New Age and the New C h u r c h . 

L o o k i n g t o man's immediate needs, there has 
been restored t o m a n y people a m o r a l courage , 
f o r y o u t h and age have been assured t h a t there 
is a divine purpose i n human l i f e , t h a t every 
i n d i v i d u a l is b o r n w i t h g i f t s f o r useful service. 
T h e t r u t h t h a t the D i v i n e Providence watches 
over ever}7 h u m a n act and has i n view the 
e terna l wel fare of every person, has encouraged 
a c o m f o r t i n g sense o f s e cur i ty . H a v i n g a l ready 
shared these benefits w i t h others and proved 
them by experience, can we n o t exert a l a r g e r 
e f fort and d i re c t this power i n t o wider chan
nels, i n t o the w a i t i n g minds and l o n g i n g hearts 
o f more good men and women so t h a t this s p i r i t 
o f confidence, of purpose , and of s e cur i ty , m a y 
banish fear and restore conscience to those who 
have p r a y e d t o the L o r d f o r the coming of the 
g rea t d a y of deliverance? 

I n d o i n g these uses and serv ing these needs 
we would be engag ing not in any t h i n g f ore ign 
to the New C h u r c h , bu t r a t h e r c a r r y i n g t o con
clusion the o r i g i n a l purpose of our M a s t e r i n 
reveal ing H i s new a p p r o a c h to the w o r l d of 
men. 

Conscience versus Fears 
T H E L o r d is continually p u t t i n g evils and fa ls i 

ties to flight, as far as possible. This H e does 
through the conscience. But when the conscience 
is relaxed, there is no medium through which the 
L o r d can flow i n ; for the Lord 's influx wi th man 
is through charity into his conscience. This makes 
necessary a new medium which is then formed, 
which is an external medium; namely, fear of the 
law, fear for l i f e , for honor and wealth, and for 
reputation therefrom. But these fears are not mat
ters of conscience; they are only external bonds 
which enable a man to live in society wi th others, 
and to appear f r iendly , whatsoever he may be i n 
wardly . B u t i n the other l i fe this medium, or 
these bonds, are of no account; for externals are 
there removed; and every one remains as he is i n 
t e r n a l l y . — ( A . 1835.) 
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W h a t ' s W r o n g w i t h the N e w C h u r c h ? 
By Jack W. Odey, Jr. 

[EDITOBIAL NOTK: This article does not necessarily reflect the editorial opinion; but it is good 
for us to see ourselves occasionally "as others see us." Mr. Odey is a member of a Sweden
borg Study Group at Tacoma, Wash.] 

FR O M t ime t o t ime b r i e f art ic les have a p 
peared i n N e w - C h u r c h magazines dea l ing 

w i t h th i s i m p o r t a n t t o p i c : W h y doesn't the 
New C h u r c h g r o w ? 

Some vigorous and necessarily bo ld w r i t e r s 
have scored bulls-eye h i t s by s t a m p i n g doc
t r i n a l w r a n g l i n g s and s p i r i t u a l p r i d e as the 
basic causes. B u t no one, as f a r as I have 
discovered, has g iven the C h u r c h a good sound 
s p a n k i n g f r o m the social and economic p o i n t 
o f view. T h e r e f o r e , i t is f r o m th is side t h a t I 
w r i t e , f o r I t h i n k the t ime has come f o r th i s 
s o r t o f discussion. 

I n the f i r s t place, the N e w C h u r c h is so 
o t h e r - w o r l d l y t h a t i t spends i t s t ime g a z i n g 
f o n d l y u p t o heaven and disdains t o bo ther i t 
self about social r e f o r m . T r u e , there are those 
who w r i t e on social t op i cs , b u t nine o u t o f ten 
of< t h e i r presentat ions are woe fu l ly shal low, r e 
a c t i o n a r y , and puer i le . T h e y l a ck the neces
s a r y d e p t h and o r i g i n a l i t y t o make them i n 
v i g o r a t i n g . F o r instance, have they ever a d 
vocated the r e n u n c i a t i o n of aggressive w a r 
fare? H a v e they ever t a l k e d po l i t i c s o r labor? 
H a r d l y . A n d } ret these and other l ike th ings 
are the very essence of our l i f e on e a r t h . N o , 
those d igni f i ed authors spend t h e i r t ime w i t h 
t h e i r precious representatives and correspon
dences, and once i n a g rea t while become so bo ld 
as t o offer a very p o l i t e observat ion on out-
God-wi l l ed ( !) economic system. 

T h e New C h u r c h should t a k e i ts s tand on 
these t h i n g s , otherwise i t does n o t deserve t o 
exist . I t should read p a r t i c u l a r l y th i s a p p r o 
p r i a t e passage f r o m the W o r d : 

" Y e shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather 
grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles? Even so every 
good tree bringeth forth good fruit ; but a corrupt tree 
bringeth forth evil fruit. A good tree cannot bring 
forth evil fruit, neither a corrupt tree bring forth good 
fruit. E v e r y tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is 
hewn down, and cast into the fire. Wherefore by their 
fruits ye shall know them." 

T h e M e t h o d i s t Advocate (Feb . 17 , 1 9 3 8 ) 
r e p o r t s t h a t there have been fifteen depressions 

i n the U n i t e d States d u r i n g the las t h u n d r e d 
years , a n d makes t h i s fitting r e m a r k : "Some
t h i n g must be w r o n g w i t h a system which suf 
fers a breakdown t h a t f r e q u e n t l y . " Precisely . 
O u r economic system is n o t s t a n d i n g the 
" o r c h a r d t e s t " t h a t Jesus speaks of , quoted 
above. M e n are out of w o r k , b laspheming G o d 
because they are o u t of w o r k , c u r s i n g the sys
tem which deprives them of the o p p o r t u n i t y t o 
l ive the a b u n d a n t l i f e . A n d o u r New C h u r c h 
stands t r i u m p h a n t l y b y , s a y i n g : " B e b o r n 
aga in , be b o r n a g a i n . " D o men g a t h e r grapes 
of t h o r n s , or figs of thist les? H o w can t r u e 
s p i r i t u a l i t y come o u t of a wrecked h u m a n m a 
chine? Does a n y b o d y w a n t to l i s ten t o such 
i n a p p r o p r i a t e f u l m i n a t i o n s about f a i t h while 
he's w a l l o w i n g i n the mud? N o . H e has t o 
get o u t first. T h e n he ' l l feel l ike t a l k i n g t o 
y o u . 

M o s t N e w - C h u r c h magazines arc so serious 
and a e r i a l t h a t they are almost e n t i r e l y l a c k i n g 
i n in teres t . T h e y d o n ' t get down t o brass 
tacks . Week a f t e r week, m o n t h a f t e r m o n t h , 
they hammer o u t p a r a p h r a s e d Swedenborgian-
ism l ike a one-record gramophone . M o s t l y , 
they present Convent ion r e p o r t s , precious b i t s 
of discussion on correspondences ( i m p o r t a n t 
b u t n o t essent ia l ) , r e p r i n t s f r o m other p e r i o d 
icals , f u l m i n a t i o n s against the " o l d k i n d o f r e 
l i g i o n , " and so f o r t h . W h o i n heaven's name 
wants t o read t h a t k i n d of m a t e r i a l c o n t i n u 
a l l y ? I t has i t s place, b u t on ly i n organs 
especially p r e p a r e d f o r the purpose . 

N e w - C h u r c h magazine art ic les lack o r i g i n 
a l i t y . T h e y are i n s i p i d , lifeless. T h e y dodge 
f a c t s ; are one - t rack -minded . T h e y l ive i n the 
s p i r i t u a l w o r l d , n o t on e a r t h . T h e y repeat 
over and over again m a t e r i a l w i t h whi ch every 
good N e w - C h u r c h m a n has l o n g been acquainted . 
T h e y are passive, n o t a c t i v e ; j -cactionar\ r , n o t 
l i b e r a l ; s t a t i c , n o t d y n a m i c . T h e y waste t ime 
in p e t t y controversies and content ions . 

N o wonder the New C h u r c h doesn't g r o w . 
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When i t comes to living the life, o ther churches, 
in my op in i on , have the New C h u r c h backed off 
the m a p . 

A C h u r c h grows only as its people g r o w , and 
as i t expands t o meet present condi t ions . 

I t is p e r f e c t l y a l l r i g h t — a n d is very i n s p i r 
i n g — t o penetrate d o c t r i n a l m a t t e r s , b u t we 
must realize t h a t we are s t i l l on e a r t n , n o t i n 
heaven. T h e r e is w o r k f o r us t o do here. D o c -
t r i n e is useful on ly i f i t helps us do t h a t w o r k . 

W h y waste t ime a r g u i n g whether or not 
there's an i n t e r n a l sense in Swedenborg when 
there are so m a n y o ther th ings more i m p o r 
t a n t ? O n l y t w o t h i n g * are realities in this u n i -
verse: essential good and essential t r u t h . 
T h r o u g h w h a t channels they come is re lat ive ly 
u n i m p o r t a n t . 

One d a y a good woman heard the L o r d 
speak, and was so impressed that, she sa id , 
"Blessed is the womb t h a t bare thee and the 
paps which t h o u hast sucked. " A n d the L o r d 
rep l i ed : " Y e a r a t h e r , blessed are they t h a t hear 
the w o r d of G o d , and keep i t . " M a n y New-
Churchmen f o l d the i r hands p r e t t i l y and , gaz
i n g awesomely u p w a r d , say : " O magnif icent 
L o r d Jesus." T h e n they let i t go at t h a t , n o t 
d o i n g a n y t h i n g rea l ly worth while f o r the i r 
L o r d . Preach Chr i s t ? O f course, f o r this is 
most e m p h a t i c a l l y necessary. B u t the A l l of 
l i f e consists i n much more t h a n being ski l led in 
doc t r ine . 

W h o w i l l accept our f a i t h i f we leave them 
to grove l beneath our feet? W h o w i l l welcome 
us w i t h open arms i f we a l i gn ourselves w i t h 
the e x p l o i t a t i o n , p r o f i t e e r i n g , r e a c t i o n a r y 
forces of the w o r n - o u t c a p i t a l i s t i c system? F o r 
who can s t u d y d o c t r i n e when he's dead t i r e d 
f r om t r a m p i n g the streets f o r a j o b ? W h o 
likes t o hear about be ing " b o r n a g a i n " when 
he hasn ' t enough bread in the house t o sus
t a i n his p h y s i c a l l i fe? D o not our own C h u r c h 
doctr ines teach t h a t i t is necessary t o have a 
sound m i n d i n a sound body? I n the L o r d ' s 
parab le about the good S a m a r i t a n d i d the 
m e r c i f u l one r a n t about sin and sa lvat ion ? N o . 
H e cared f o r the wounded man f i r s t . 

A person of s t r o n g rel igious f a i t h m i g h t n o t 
be crushed by economic advers i ty , bu t most 
people are no t t h a t s p i r i t u a l l y - m i n d e d ye t . W e 

must b ind u p the i r wounds. L a t e r w i l l come 
the fine po ints of do c t r ine . 

W h y does the New C h u r c h fear t o c r i t i c i z e — 
j u s t l y , of course—the present c a p i t a l i s t i c , 
pro f i t - seek ing system? W h y is she a f r a i d t o 
s t r i k e out bo ld ly f o r the th ings every human 
being should have? H e r ministers m i g h t be 
interested in these t h i n g s , but. so f a r I have not. 
f o u n d even a bare resemblance of a real d y 
namic f or social a c t i on i n N e w - C h u r c h l i t e r a 
t u r e . I n th i s she comes d e v a s t a t i n g l y close t o 
Roman C a t h o l i c i s m , which says, in effect : 
" D o n ' t t o u c h the present s y s t e m ; i t is God's 
w i l l on e a r t h . " 

T h e L o r d says : " I make a l l th ings new." T h e 
t e r m all things includes the social o rder , doesn't 
i t ? A n d i f e v e r y t h i n g is to be made new, so 
t h a t the f o rmer shall not be remembered nor 
come i n t o m i n d , doesn't i t s tand to reason t h a t 
o u r present economic set-up is gross ly u n c h r i s 
t i a n ? 

Sonic say t h a t labor is noble. T r u e labor is 
noble. B u t there is n o t h i n g noble in v i r t u a l 
s lavery , is there? 

T h a t which is of G o d is unceasing change, 
gyres w i t h i n gyres , w h i r l i n g , s p i n n i n g , o n w a r d , 
o n w a r d , l ike the s tars . G o d pulsates, sending 
H i s dynamic heartbeat t h r o u g h o u t the universe. 
God v ibra tes , c r a s h i n g to n o n e n t i t y the th ings 
which are not in H i s order . God t h r o b s ; H e is 
pure act. B u t u n f o r t u n a t e l y God cannot ac t 
i n human society except t h r o u g h H i s ch i ld ren . 

A n d so we must move also, or f a l l by the 
wayside. We also must v i b r a t e , pulsate , and 
t h r o b in tune w i t h the Essence of a l l t h i n g s , 
the D i v i n e Love . 

W o r s h i p then at the shrine of the miner , the 
laborer , the business man , the a u t h o r , the p h y 
s ic ian , the scientist . T a k e y o u r s tand concern
i n g social j u s t i c e , economic re c t i tude . P r e 
pare a p a t h w a y in the desert, f o r our God . 

H o w M a n Attributes E v i l and Falsity 
to Himself 

T H E man who thinks he lives of himself is in a 
false persuasion; and in believing that he has l i fe 
from himself he attributes every evil and falsity to 
himsel f—which he would by no means do i f he 
believed as the fact really i s . — (A. 150.) 
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T H E B O O K CORNER 
T H E H A P P Y I S L E S . B y the Rev. E r i c A . Sutton. J . 

M. Dent & Sons, L t d . , 3s 6d. 

ON E o f the most d e l i g h t f u l books ever w r i t 
ten f o r ch i ldren is th i s t h a t comes f r o m 

the pen o f E r i c A . S u t t o n . T h e a u t h o r is the 
President of the N e w - C h u r c h College in E n g 
l a n d and has g iven other evidence of his l i t e r 
a r y a b i l i t y . T h i s , we believe, is his f i r s t a t 
t e m p t t o w r i t e f o r ch i ldren a n d y o u n g people, 
and i n i t he has achieved a r e a l success. I t is 
the l i fe of Swedenborg w r i t t e n in simple l a n 
guage and w i t h r a r e i m a g i n a t i o n . T h e s t o r y 
tells of the great Seer's parentage , his e a r l y 
l i f e , his e a r t h l y t r a v e l s , and his s p i r i t u a l ex
p l o r a t i o n s . T h e chapters on " H o w Heaven is 
made" and " C h i l d r e n in H e a v e n " w i l l have a 
pecu l iar f a s c i n a t i o n f o r y o u n g readers. O f 
these the a u t h o r says i n a c onc lud ing note , 
" T h e descr ipt ions of the S p i r i t u a l W o r l d ex
periences of Swedenborg contained i n the f o re 
g o i n g pages have been t a k e n f r o m the True 
Christian Religion and Conjugial Love. W i t h 
out any other acknowledgment t h a n t h a t which 
is here made, those passages have been p a r a 
phrased and otherwise modif ied f o r the sake of 
s i m p l i c i t y . N o w i l l f u l change has been made i n 
the sense of the o r i g i n a l , bu t f o r a f u l l account 
of what was experienced by Swedenborg, the 
M e m o r a b i l i a should be consulted. 

T h e book has s ix excellent i l l u s t r a t i o n s by 
Reg ina ld Knowles , and the end papers give a 
two-page map showing Swedenborg's e a r t h l y 
t rave l s . M r . S u t t o n has g iven us a rea l c o n t r i 
b u t i o n t o N e w - C h u r c h l i t e r a t u r e . T h e book 
should f ind a place i n every N e w - C h u r c h home. 
M o r e t h a n t h i s , i t deserves a h i g h place i n the 
wide rea lm o f l i t e r a t u r e f o r the y o u n g . T h e 
f a c t t h a t i t is publ ished by Messrs. J . M . D e n t 
& Sons, L t d . , should ensure f o r i t a wide d is 
t r i b u t i o n . 

H E A V E X A X D H E L L . The Penguin Books, L t d . Price, 
6 pence. 

TH E Penguin Books arc well k n o w n i n E n g 
l a n d as admirab le , cheap r e p r i n t s of w o r t h 

while l i t e r a t u r e . T h e y are a conspicuous 
f eature i n a l l book stores and on the r a i l w a y 
bookstal ls . T h e y sell i n enormous numbers . 

As p a r t of the Swedenborg 2 5 0 t h A n n i v e r s a r y 
Commemorat i on the Swedenborg Soc iety , L o n 
don , has succeeded i n g e t t i n g Heaven and Hell 
i n t o th i s series. I t is presented i n an a t t r a c 
t ive f o r m a t a n d deserves a wide d i s t r i b u t i o n . 
A n excellent f o r e w o r d f r o m the pen of the Rev. 
S. J . C. Goldsack tells of Swedenborg's l i t e r a r y 
ac t iv i t i es . N o i n t i m a t i o n is g iven of the f a c t 
t h a t th i s is an a b r i d g m e n t of the o r i g i n a l w o r k , 
but an a b r i d g m e n t has been made. T h e book 
ends a b r u p t l y h a l f way t h r o u g h p a r a g r a p h 549, 
l a c k i n g even a p e r i o d a t the end of the conc lud
i n g sentence. I t contains indeed, on ly f ourteen 
p a r a g r a p h s of t h a t p a r t of the book i n which 
Swedenborg speaks of h e l l ; the o r i g i n a l , as i t 
came f r o m its a u t h o r , contains s i x t y - e i g h t . W e 
do not ment ion th i s i n a s p i r i t o f adverse c r i t i 
cism. Possibly the copy before us is a defective 
one. B u t i t is a p i t y t h a t the publ ishers o m i t 
ted the f i f t y e x t r a pages t h a t were needed f o r 
the complete w o r k . 

Children in Heaven 
F r o m The Happy Isles 

by T H E R E V . E a i c A . S U T T O N 

IN the s t o r y o f the Pied P i p e r of H a m e l i n , 
the poet B r o w n i n g tells of how the p i p e r , 

cheated of the money promised h i m f o r r i d d i n g 
the t o w n of r a t s , p i p e d a tune which made a l l 
the l i t t l e ch i ldren fo l low h i m , u n t i l : 

As they reached the mountain's side, 
A wondrous portal opened wide, 
As if a cavern was suddenly hollowed; 
And the Piper advanced and the children followed, 
And when all were in to the very last, 
The door of the mountain-side shut fast. 

T h r o u g h o u t the ages of the wor ld ' s h i s t o r y , 
a constant s tream of l i t t l e ch i ldren has passed 
away f r o m th is e a r t h , the result of sickness, 
disease, or accident. W h e n Swedenborg's 
s p i r i t u a l eyes were opened, he f ound t h a t a l l 
these ch i ldren were i n heaven, l i v i n g hea l thy , 
j o y f u l and i n t e l l i g e n t lives. W h i l e f a thers and 
mothers on e a r t h have mourned over the death 
of t h e i r l i t t l e ones, the ch i ldren have awakened 
i n the s p i r i t u a l w o r l d , have f ound themselves 
a t once among the wisest and most l o v i n g a n 
gels, and are t o be f ound there i n useful and 
h a p p y employment even t o - d a y . 

T h e r e is very l i t t l e doubt t h a t many c h i l -
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d r e n have escaped, b y an ear ly death , m u c h 
miser}7 and p a i n . T h e w o r l d has n o t a lways 
t r e a t e d ch i ldren well . I t is n o t so l o n g ago 
t h a t Charles Dickens t o l d the s t o r y of the 
cruelties of Squecrs i n his Y o r k s h i r e school, 
b u t those of a c e n t u r y ear l ier were f a r more 
h o r r i b l e . I n ancient days , i n m a n y p a r t s of 
the w o r l d , a f a t h e r was allowed t o slay his c h i l d 
on the s l ightest p r o v o c a t i o n and i t was qu i te 
common f o r boys and g i r l s t o be sold i n t o l i f e 
l o n g s lavery in order t h a t money m i g h t be 
f o u n d w i t h which t o p a y the r e n t . 

W h i l e the w o r l d has so o f ten made the l i f e 
of ch i ldren miserable and the i r death crue l , the 
wisest and most l o v i n g of the angels have re 
ceived the l i t t l e ones and taken them t o t h e i r 
homes. T h e i m p o r t a n t teach ing of Sweden
b o r g is t h a t a l l who have died in chi ldhood are 
n o t on ly alive t o - d a y , b u t are i n heaven. T h e r e 
are no chi ldren i n those p a r t s o f the s p i r i t u a l 
w o r l d where the evil dwel l . I f Hamel in ' s t o w n 
was quiet and d u l l when the p i p e r had l u r e d 
the chi ldren away , the hells are even more d i s 
m a l , f o r in them the sound of ch i ldren a t p l a y 
is never heard . 

Swedenborg is very definite about this i n his 
book Heaven and Hell. 

"Some people , " he w r i t e s , "believe t h a t on ly 
ch i ldren who are b o r n w i t h i n the church come 
i n t o heaven, b u t no t those who arc b o r n o u t 
of the c h u r c h . F o r they say t h a t ch i ldren w i t h 
i n the c h u r c h are bapt ized . L e t them know, 
there fore , t h a t every c h i l d wherever he m a y 
be b o r n , whether w i t h i n the c h u r c h or o u t of 
i t , whether of pious parents or of wicked ones, 
is received by the L o r d when he dies and is edu
cated i n heaven." 

Swedenborg's Treatise on 
Copper 

TH E B r i t i s h N o n - F e r r o u s M e t a l s Research 
Assoc ia t i on , in cooperat ion w i t h the Swe

denborg Society , w i l l s h o r t l y pub l i sh a t r a n s 
l a t i o n of Swedenborg's famous T r e a t i s e on 
Copper , " D e C u p r o , " o r i g i n a l l y publ ished i n 
L a t i n i n 1734. N o t r a n s l a t i o n has h i t h e r t o 
appeared. 

T h i s book gives an account o f the smel t ing 
and re f in ing of copper as p r a c t i s e d in m a n y 

countries a t the t i m e ; the p r o d u c t i o n of b r a s s ; 
the n a t u r e of copper ores and th e i r a s s a y i n g ; 
and var ious other mat te r s p e r t a i n i n g t o the 
proper t i es of copper , i t s a l l oys , and i t s h i s t o r y . 

The t r a n s l a t i o n w i l l appear i n bound mimeo
g r a p h e d f o r m , i n three p a r t s , t o t a l l i n g about 
550 pages. T h e publ ishers wish to b r i n g the 
t r a n s l a t i o n before the scientific p u b l i c and 
others interested at the lowest possible p r i c e 
( t o be announced l a t e r ) . On this account the 
i l l u s t r a t i o n s i n the book, c o m p r i s i n g numerous 
plates , are no t reproduced . 

Communicat ions on the subject should be 
addressed t o the B r i t i s h N o n - F e r r o u s M e t a l s 
Research Assoc ia t i on , R e g n a r t B u i l d i n g s , 
E u s t o n Street , L o n d o n , N . W . 1. 

C o n v e n t i o n 

TH E M a r y l a n d Assoc ia t i on is most h a p p i l y 
f o r t u n a t e in h a v i n g Convent ion meet this 

year w i t h i n i ts field. I t assembles a t the N a 
t i o n a l C h u r c h i n W a s h i n g t o n , e a r l y i n M a y . 

I t is urged f e r v e n t l y t h a t every member o f 
the Assoc ia t i on , to the fu l lest extent possible, 
show due a p p r e c i a t i o n of the event by a t t e n d 
i n g . E v e r y f a m i l y i n the Assoc ia t i on can make 
i t se l f a v i t a l and useful miss ionary center by 
word and d i s t r i b u t i o n of p u b l i c a t i o n s , and thus 
ex tend ing in i ts c o m m u n i t y the new and g l a d 
t id ings t h a t the Church has to give, and thus 
g r e a t l y m u l t i p l y the workers in the v i n e y a r d 
and augment the highest of uses t o themselves 
as well as to the present-day needs of the con
fused and su f fer ing w o r l d . 

Coming t o Convent ion and being touched by 
i ts s t r engthen ing sphere w i l l give a v i t a l i z i n g , 
renewing and encourag ing power to take back 
for home and c o m m u n i t y . 

T h e states of the w o r l d are r a p i d l y c h a n g 
i n g . T h e old p r e j u d i c e against the C h u r c h has 
almost vanished, and the doctr ines can be g iven 
w i t h o u t reserve, except ing wise a d a p t a t i o n t o 
states of recept ion . 

T h e fields are a lready white f o r the harvest . 
T h i s appeal is made now t h a t there may be 

ample t ime t o make ready f o r attendance and 
f u r t h e r the uses of Convent ion . 

G E O R G E H E N R Y D O L E , 

General Pastor. 
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N i g h t F l o w e r s 

ON E of the most f r a g r a n t and lovely of 
the e a r l y s p r i n g flowers is the jasmine . 

A few weeks ago in the c i t y of W a s h i n g t o n , I 
saw in a sheltered, sunny corner , a few o f these 
lovely l i t t l e blossoms t r y i n g t h e i r best to b r i n g 
about an e a r l y s p r i n g . T h e y reminded me of 
a j a smine bush t h a t grows in Pers ia , aftd which 
the people c a l l the T r e e of Sadness. I n the 
d a y t i m e i t looks w i thered , d r y and almost d e a d . 
B u t when evening conies the bush revives. I t 
p u t s o u t m y r i a d s of l i t t l e while flowers t h a t 
are w o n d e r f u l l y f r a g r a n t . Thousands o f moths 
v i s i t at n i g h t to feed on the sweet s y r u p i n 
the flowers. B u t , because i t blooms on ly at 
n i g h t , the people cal l i t the T r e e o f Sadness 
and r e g a r d i t as an emblem o f sorrow. 

I n this c o u n t r y we have m a n y flowers t h a t 
open a t n i g h t t i m e , l ike the evening p r i m r o s e 
and the night-scented stock. 

A l l the n i g h t flowers teach us a valuable 
lesson. I t is easy f o r us to be j o y f u l and good 
tempered when th ings arc g o i n g wel l . When 
we are in good hea l th , when our fr iends are 
k i n d t o us, when a l l th ings are s m i l i n g , i t is 
easy f o r us t o be h a p p y , and t o give out the 
f r a g r a n c e of j o y . 

I t is no t so easy t o be cheerful when we are 
sick o r in p a i n , o r when troubles come upon us. 
U n d e r such condit ions we o f ten get i m p a t i e n t . 
W c g r u m b l e a t a l l t h i n g * , and we are bad t em
pered w i t h the people a r o u n d us. 

One of the hardest lessons t o l earn is how 
to bo cheerful i n the d a r k hours of l i f e . Some 
people do learn this lesson. One of the most 
cheerful men I know 1ms been b l i n d f o r t w e n t y 

years . One of the happiest, people I ever knew 
was an o ld lady who was c r i p p l e d w i t h r h e u 
mat i sm and had been bedridden f o r f o r t y years . 

I w o u l d n ' t c a l l these t w o people " trees o f 
sadness," but o u t of the t r o u b l e and p a i n they 
had been called u p o n t o endure, they sent f o r t h 
the f r a g r a n c e of a t r u l y C h r i s t i a n l i f e . 

N e a r l y a h u n d r e d years ago in E n g l a n d a 
m a n named J o h n Nelson was p u t in p r i s o n f o r 
p reach ing the M e t h o d i s t gospel in the streets. 
T h i s is what J o h n Nelson wrote about his i m 
pr i sonment : " M y soul was l ike a watered g a r 
den, and I cou ld s ing praises t o G o d a l l d a y 
l ong . F o r H e t u r n e d my c a p t i v i t y i n t o j o y , 
a n d gave mc to rest as wel l on boards as i f I 
had been on a bed of down."1 

T h a t is a good i l l u s t r a t i o n of j o y and cheer
fulness i n t r o u b l e d hours . T h e f r a g r a n c e of 
night-scented flowers i n h u m a n l i f e . Cheer fu l 
ness and j o y fulness are wonder fu l qual i t ies . 
T h e y spread happiness a r o u n d y o u . T h e y 
make people feel g l a d to have met y o u . 

T o be cheerful and j o y o u s in times o f s ick
ness and t r o u b l e needs t h a t y o u d r a w y o u r 
s t r e n g t h and patience and j o y f r o m the L o r d . 
T h e test of a man's charac ter is f ound i n the 
manner in which he faces sickness and t r o u b l e . 
Selfish people become bad-tempered and i r r i 
tab le . B u t the unselfish who t r u s t in the L o r d , 
meet sickness w i t h patience, and temper t r o u b l e 
w i t h j o y . I t is a good t h i n g t o be a n i g h t -
scented flower i n the garden of the L o r d . I t 
is fine t o be cheer ful , j o y f u l and good-tempered 
under all condit ions of l i f e . 
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Recent Appointments 
I n accordance with a resolution p a s s e d by the 

G e n e r a l C o u n c i l on J a n u a r y 11th, I have a p 
pointed the fol lowing N e w - C h u r c h m e n members 
of the Convent ion Committee on the State of the 
C h u r c h : — G e o r g e P a u s c h , C h a i r m a n ; R e v . E v e r e t t 
K . B r a y and F . G a r d i n e r P e r r y , of M a s s a c h u s e t t s ; 
F r e d H . S c h n e i d e r , of C a n a d a ; H o n . A l l e n M . 
S t c a r n e , of P e n n s y l v a n i a ; R e v . L e s l i e M a r s h a l l , 
V i n c e n t M . F r o s t a n d D a v i d M a c k , of N e w Y o r k ; 
O w e n B . F r e n c h , of M a r y l a n d ; S t u a r t A . M c G i l l , 
of O h i o ; R e v . W m . H . B e a l e s , of M i c h i g a n ; 
George I I . Q u e r m a n n . of I l l i n o i s ; R e v . J o h n L . 
B o y e r , of C a l i f o r n i a ; and R e v . F . S i d n e y M a y e r , 
member ex-officio. A n y one d e s i r i n g to communi 
cate with the committee a n d offer suggestions, c a n 
address A i r . George P a u s c h , 209 S o u t h w a y , G u i l 
ford, B a l t i m o r e , M d . 

F . S I D N E Y M A Y E R , 
President of the General Convention. 

Convention at Washington 
T h e Sunday, May 8 

M i n i s t e r s of smal ler Societies cannot attend 
without help . Contributions grateful ly received by 

C H A R I . E S W . H A R V E Y , 
Chairman of Ministers' Convention 

Fare Fund Committee, 
315 N . 35th Street , 

P h i l a d e l p h i a , P a . 

Evidence Society I tem 
.Although the E v i d e n c e Society is l eaving to the 

Commemoration Committee the matter of report ing 
on the great number of references to Swedenborg in 
the publ ic press d u r i n g bis A n n i v e r s a r y y e a r , a n d 
whi le at the same time it is only to be expected 
that most of these deal with his scientific genius , 
there are at least three outstanding publ ished 
comments concerning Swedenborg as a religious 
teacher which because of their unique c h a r a c t e r 
deserve p a r t i c u l a r notice. T h e first is the p u b l i 
cation in the B r o c k t o n , M a s s . , Enterprise, J a n u 
a r y 22 , 1938, of " A S a t u r d a y N i g h t P r a y e r , " 
wri t ten by the R e v . W a r r e n P . L a n d e r s , a C o n g r e 
gational c l e r g y m a n . T h e P r a y e r is g iven a p r o m i 
nent p lace in the newspaper i n large type and 
reads in part as fo l lows : " H e a r us , again we give 
thanks for a G r e a t S o u l ! M a y we t r a n s f e r our 
thought from p u r e l y mater ia l things to s p i r i t u a l 
qualities and quantit ies . M a y we think in terms 
of personal i ty and achievement , caus ing us to r e 
call E m a n u e l Swedenborg . Above the phi losophy 
of this unique teacher, remembered after two h u n 
d r e d and fifty y e a r s , may we discern the m a r k s 

of human greatness . W i t h bis earnestness a n d i n 
sight g r a n t that we seek the true worship of G o d 
and discover the s p i r i t u a l sense of the W o r d , l e a d 
i n g to wisdom. R e v e a l to a l l the ' infinite store of 
T r u t h ' within the S c r i p t u r e s . I n this religious 
commemoration may men place a new emphasis 
upon the soul 's need a n d w i t h modern social i n 
tent] raise its l i f e . " T h e next item is the order of 
service folder for S u n d a y , F e b r u a r y 20th , of T h e 
C o m m u n i t y C h u r c h of N e w Y o r k , of which famed 
J o h n H a y n e s H o l m e s is minister . T o begin w i t h , 
it carr ies on its cover , where presumably a S c r i p 
ture text o r d i n a r i l y is p r i n t e d , a l i t t le -known ex
tract from the True Christian Religion, 69 . D r . 
H o l m e s ' sermon was entit led " E m a n u e l S w e d e n 
borg, Sc ient is t and S e e r , " while the Second L e s 
son w a s from Swedenborg ' s Heaven and Hell. 
F i n a l l y , the F i r s t U n i t a r i a n Soc iety , of A l inneapo-
l i s , inc luded in its S u n d a y morning service , F e b 
r u a r y 27th , a n address in place of the sermon e n 
t i t led : " E m a n u e l S w e d e n b o r g : A n A n n i v e r s a r v 
A d d r e s s . " by the R e v . R a y m o n d B . B r a g g . W e a r e 
advised that the minister dec lared from the p u l p i t 
that " S w e d e n b o r g ' s famous m a x i m ' A l l religion 
has relation to l i fe , and the life of rel igion is to 
do good' . . . ought to be inscr ibed on the wal ls in 
every U n i t a r i a n c h u r c h conspicuously enough to 
he seen by a l l . " 

N o Religious Significance? 
I n view of the fact that it has been s a i d that 

the Swedenborg A n n i v e r s a r y recently celebrated 
had no religious signif icance, the fol lowing letter 
received by the P r e s i d e n t of Convention w i l l he 
of interest : 

" T h e effects of the S w e d e n b o r g Commemoration 
a l r e a d y begin to show, whereof the fol lowing i n 
cident is a n example that might interest you a n d 
perhaps also our c h u r c h in general . 

" L a s t S u n d a y , F e b r u a r y 27th , R e v . R a y m o n d 
B . B r a g g de l ivered a M e m o r i a l address about 
Swedenborg i n the U n i t a r i a n C e n t e r in M i n n e a p 
olis before an audience of over four hundred 
people. T h e s p e a k e r admitted that he k n e w next 
to nothing of S w e d e n b o r g unti l he read about the 
Commemoration of the 250th A n n i v e r s a r y of his 
b i r t h , wherein a great number of prominent s c i e n 
tists took part . H e gave S w e d e n b o r g ful l and 
ample recognition for his scientific achievements , 
whereby he ant ic ipated m a n y discoveries which 
later have erroneously been attributed to other men 
of science, for instance , the nebular theory , etc. 
H e also p a i d his tribute to his inventive genius 
a n d mentioned some of his accomplishments in 
that l ine. A s a r a d i c a l U n i t a r i a n he confessed his 
surpr ise over Swedenborg 's experiences in the 
s p i r i t u a l w o r l d , hut at the same time he gave u n 
limited p r a i s e to some of his theological v i e w s , 
among w h i c h lie re ferred to the fo l lowing h i g h -
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l ights. I n the first place he mentioned Sweden
borg's idea of God as far in advance of his time. 
A t first he had been shocked by Swedenborg's 
statement that God was a man. hut when he found 
that Swedenborg thereby did not mean that God 
was an old gray bearded man enthroned somewhere 
in the universe, hut rather a being of love and 
wisdom, he emphasized that this conception of the 
divine was far ahead of his time. He also called 
attention to Swedenborg's conception of the t r i n i t y 
as not a t r i n i t y of persons, but a t r i n i t y of p r inc i 
ples of love, wisdom, and actions, an idea which 
he praised as rational and far ahead of the ortho
dox view of our time. But . said he, the crowning 
glory of Swedenborg's theology is the fol lowing 
statement: A l l religion has relation to l i f e , and 
the l i fe of religion is to do good. This sentence, 
lie said, ought to be inscribed on the walls i n every 
Uni tar ian church in such a conspicuous way as to 
he seen by a l l . He wound up by saying that Swe
denborg was one of the greatest men of his time 
and in man}7 respects far ahead of our own." 

N e w Y o r k Association 
The Annual Meeting of the New York Associa

t ion, New Church, was held at the New7 York 
Church on Washington's Birthday . The Rev. 
A r t h u r Wilde was reelected President. The re t i r ing 
members of the Board of Directors were reelected, 
except that M r . Haro ld S. Recknagel of Brook lyn 
was chosen i n place of M r . David Mack, who had 
resigned. 

As a sequence to the Swedenborg Commemora
t ion , a resolution was passed urg ing the General 
Convention to develop a new plan i n an aggressive 
forward movement. 

The Rev. Fred Sidney Mayer, President of Con
vention, addressed the afternoon session on "The 
Forward Movement in The New Church." He 
said that the Church must seek its position to suit 
the conditions of the Age. I t should use its stored-
up resources and meet a specific need to promote a 
specific use. " T o he wise," said M r . Mayer , "is to 
discover what is useful and then carry i t out . " He 
said. "The New Church gives peace and banishes 
fear; to face l i f e knowing that we are horn to some 
purpose banishes fear ; Divine Providence cannot 
be defeated, i t is for our eternal wel fare ." 

The President's address was followed by re
marks on the subject by the Rev. Albert Diephuis, 
Miss Gertrude Crownfield. the Rev. W i l l i a m F . 
Wunsch, the Rev. A r t h u r Wi lde . M r . George J . 
Bischof, Honorable Forster W. Freeman and Miss 
Rosamond Kimba l l . 

The noon service was conducted by the Rev. 
Richard T a f e l of Philadelphia, who read as the 
lesson the account of Belshazzar's Feast, which 

he used as the text of his sermon. He said that 
the judgment of the L o r d was upon us at this time, 
for useful and unselfish service. "We are counted, 
weighed and divided, i f found want ing in t in tesi 
of true churehmanship." 

The singing in the morning was led by Miss 
Louise Stallings w i t h A i r . W i l l i a m Rutherford at 
the organ. The church quartet sang an ant hem 
and led the singing in the afternoon. 

F R E D E R I C K O . L E W I S , 
Secret an/. 

A n Expression of Appreciation 
" W H E R E A S , M r . George D . Cornell , a member 

of the Lakewood Society, who has served this As
sociation loyally and efficiently for many years as 
its treasurer, has recently passed away, now there
fore : 

B E IT R E S O L V E D that the appreciation and gra t i 
tude of the Association i n recognition of his ser
vices be spread upon the records of this meeting 
and that the Secretary be instructed to send a copy 
of this resolution to his widow and to the M E S S E N 
G E R , together wi th the sincerest sympathies and 
condolences of the Association." 

I t was moved to adopt the above resolution. 
Carried by rising vote. 

NEWS OF THE CHURCH 

N E W Y O R K 
At the monthly meeting of the Ladies' A id Society, 

held on Tuesday, March 8th, an address was given by 
Mrs. Henrietta Morrison on "Inspirational Psychology." 

E L M W O O D , M A S S . 
On Sunday, February 6th, which began National Boy 

Scout Week, a special service was held at the Elmwood 
New Church. Two troops of Boy Scouts and their 
officers were present and marched into the church. 
The Rev. Warren Goddard preached from the text, " I f 
ye love me keep my commandments," referring in the 
course of the sermon to the Scout L a w , " A Scout Is 
Obedient." 

C A M B R I D G E , M A S S . 
The pastor, the Rev. Everett K . Bray, conducts, dur

ing the Sunday-school hour on Sunday mornings, a Con
firmation Class. 

This Society and that of Boston will unite in Five 
o'clock Vespers on the Sundays of March 20th and 27th. 
The service on the 20th will he held in the Cambridge 
ehureh, with the Rev. Antony Regamey preaching; 
while on the 27th the Bwston church will be the place of 
meeting. Light refreshments will he served following 
these services, and a cordial invitation to remain for this 
fellowship is extended to all who attend. 
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B R O C K T O N , M A S S . 

The pastor, the Rev. Harold R. Gustafson, is con
ducting Confirmation Classes during the Lenten season 
for those who wish to join the Church at Easter . Who
ever wishes to enroll in one of these classes should ar
range an interview with the pastor as soon as possible. 

The Matronalia Club celebrated its thirty-fifth anni
versary with an interesting program ,to which the Ladies' 
Circle was invited, on March 1st. 

BAPTISM 

M O R G A N . — O n F e b r u a r y 27, 1938, M r s . H e l e n 
M e t c a l f M o r g a n , at the fami ly residence, Q u i n c y , 
M a s s . , b y the R e v . George E m a n u e l M o r g a n . 

OBITUARIES 

K E I T H . — M r s . S a m u e l E . K e i t h p a s s e d from 
this l ife on J a n u a r y 30th. She was a l i f e - l o n g 
resident of E a s t B r i d g e w a t e r , M a s s . , a n d long a 
w o r k e r i n the L a d i e s ' C i r c l e . T h e resurrect ion 
service w a s conducted at her home b y the R e v . 
W a r r e n G o d d a r d . 

B O W E R . — E d w i n A l l e n B o w e r passed on at his 
late residence, 12 R i c h m o n d A v e . , C r a n f o r d , N . J . , 
F e b r u a r y 22nd , after a long i l lness . T h e r e s u r r e c 
t ion service w a s conducted b y the R e v . L e s l i e 
M a r s h a l l , of H a w t h o r n e , at G r a y ' s F u n e r a l P a r 
lor , Westf ie ld . I n t e r m e n t was at R o s e h i l l C e m e 
t e r y , L i n d e n , N . J . T h e deceased is s u r v i v e d b y 
his s is ter , M i s s S t e l l a B o w e r , with whom he h a d 
made his home for m a n y y e a r s . T h e B o w e r s 
descend from Ohio pioneers i n the N e w C h u r c h , 
their parents h a v i n g been m a r r i e d b y the R e v . 
C h a u n c e y G i l e s . 

B A R T O N . — M r . F r e d e r i c k C h a m p i o n B a r t o n , 
horn on September 19, 1867, in B a t t l e C r e e k , 
M i c h . , passed a w a y on J a n u a r y 8, 1938, in L o s 
A n g e l e s , C a l i f o r n i a . T h e services were he ld in 
L o s Angeles on J a n u a r y 10, 1938, a n d were eon-
ducted by the R e v . W a l t e r B . M u r r a y a n d the 
R e v . A n d r e Diaconoff . 

There was New-Church interest in Mr. Barton's fam
ily, dating back to an earlier generation. Mr. Frederick 
Barton came into the New Church in Chicago, under the 
pastorate of the Rev. Lewis Pyle Mercer. H e has been 
an active and devoted member of the Church, an appre
ciative and intelligent student and a real friend. Chi l 
dren loved him and he gave them his leadership. 

F o r many years he was a Boy Scout leader. H e was 
Secretary of the Y . M. C. A. and, during the war, held 
this post in a training camp. In business he traveled 
for different publications. H e was actively interested 
in all articles and items that might help with New-

Church work. These he clipped and shared. I n this he 
was a man with genuine missionary zeal. His friends 
also remember him for his sensitive and artistic spirit. 

Mrs. Frederick C. Barton, who survives him, is the 
sister of Mrs. Walter Brown Murray. 

A . D . 

L E O N A R D . — M r s . J o s e p h i n e L e o n a r d , born on 
September 27 , 1841, i n F a i r f i e l d , O h i o , p a s s e d 
a w a y in her n inety -seventh y e a r , i n S a n t a M o n i c a , 
C a l i f . , on December 20, 1937. T h e services were 
he ld on D e c e m b e r 2 3 , 1937, in L o s A n g e l e s , and 
were conducted by the R e v . A n d r e Diaconoff . 
M r s . L e o n a r d was the wi fe of D r . W i l l i a m H . 
L e o n a r d , who preceded her into the heavenly 
w o r l d . 

D r . and Mrs. Leonard were pioneer members of the 
Minneapolis, Minn., New-Church Society. They were 
parishioners of the Rev. E d w a r d Craig Mitchell, and 
D r . Leonard was his physician. 

During his last illness in Minneapolis, in 1907, D r . 
William Leonard wrote these words, in the meter of 
the well-known hymn "Abide with me . . ." , that were 
read at the services of his beloved wife, by the Rev. 
Andre Diaconoff: 

" I am the way, the truth, the life, thy guide 
In all my ways, in all my good, abide; 

To me ascribe all praise and victory won, 
In Holy Spirit and in Father -Son. " 

" O Lord , my Ix>rd, our L o r d , the L o r d of a l l ! 
Praise to Thy holy Name! We come, we call 

To Thee to lead us, and illume the way 
That points to skies of that eternal day. 

"Now in Thy way we seek and do employ 
The very thoughts that lead to peace and joy ; 

So let the soul in praise and strength of youth 
Give forth in love: T am the way, the truth.' 

"These words our L o r d has wrought a working creed 
The test has come that in our hour of need 

The soul has found a place in which to hide, 
I n light of life, in Thy great name, abide." 

Mrs. Leonard is survived by her daughter. 

In her last illness, when friends came to help to nurse 
her, her first thought was that they may not overwork in 
caring for her. She showed a truly heavenly spirit of 
love and concern for others, to which her neighbors bear 
witness. A . D . 

CALENDAR 

M a r c h 27 . 
Fourth Sunday in Lent 

T H E L O R D AS T H E S O N O F M A N 
S e l . 8 8 : " P r a i s e waiteth for T h e e , O G o d , i n 

Z i o n . " 
L e s s o n I . L e v . i x . 
Respons ive S e r v i c e I V . T h e Commandments . 
L e s s o n I I . L u k e x v i . 
G l o r i a , Benedictus (to G r e g o r i a n T o n e s , M a g . 

7 1 5 - 7 3 5 ) a n d F a i t h . 
H y m n s ( M a g . ) 3 5 4 : " A r t thou w e a r y , h e a v y 

l a d e n ? " 
3 6 3 : " O f t i n danger , oft in w o e . " 
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The Augmentation Fund 
S T A N D S F O R T H R E E V I T A L T H I N G S : 

1. The Encouragement and Assistance of Weak Societies 
2. Reasonable and Reliable Support for Ministers 
3. Help in Supporting Students for the Ministry 

T o Maintain and E x t e n d Its W o r k I t 

Needs Your Support 
T o those who think of making a bequest to the Fund, the Treasurer will be pleased to 

furnish suitable forms and to give any advice that may be asked. A s State laws with 
regard to wills vary, local counsel in the State of the testator should finally be consulted. 
Make checks payable to A L B E R T P . C A R T E R , Treasurer , and send all correspondence 

to him at 511 B A R R I S T E R S H A L L , B O S T O N 9, M A S S . 

U R B A N A J U N I O R C O L L E G E 
of the General Convention 

Preliminary work for Liberal Arts , A g r i 
culture, Dentistry, L a w , Theology, Medicine, 
Pharmacy, Education and Engineering. Special 
courses also in the study of the Word and the 
Writings. Freshmen and Sophomore years. 
F o r information address, 

Rev. Russel l E a t o n , President 
Urbana, Ohio 

Commemoration E d i t i o n 
S W E D E N B O R G , 

L I F E A N D T E A C H I N G 
B y George Trobridge 

U s e t h i s book d u r i n g the present ce lebrat ion of the 
250th A n n i v e r s a r y of S w e d e n b o r g ' s b i r t h to i n t r o d u c e 
h i m to n e w r e a d e r s . A book of 3'43 pages , h a n d s o m e l y 
bound i n s e m i - l i m p i m i t a t i o n leather c o v e r s , g i l t le t ter 
i n g , r o u n d e d c o r n e r s , for 25 cents per copy , postpaid . 

O u r - r e g u l a r paper -bound edit ion of t h i s book, 
10 cents p e r copy , postpaid . 

O r d e r a q u a n t i t y for j u d i c i o u s d i s t r i b u t i o n . 

Swedenborg Foundation Incorporated 
51 E a s t 42nd St. New Y o r k , N . Y . 

T H E M E S S E N G E R 
Is the official organ of the 

CONVENTION 
and the special news servant 

of the 
C H U R C H 

Help the Church by subscribing to 
T H E M E S S E N G E R 

Keep in touch with the external 
organization of the Church 

Three dollars per annum 

T H E N E W - C H U R C H 
T H E O L O G I C A L S C H O O L 

48 Quincy St., Cambridge, Mass . 

A three-years' course preparing for the min
istry. 

Courses by correspondence in the Theology 
of the New Church, and in Spiritual I n 
terpretation of the Scriptures. 

For information apply to 
F r a n k l i n H . Blackmer, President 

B O A R D O F M I S S I O N S 
OF T H E 

G e n e r a l Convention 

OU R S is peculiarly a missionary church so 
that the uses of this Board require wide 

and intensive activity. Your Board is com
posed of individuals thoroughly acquainted with 
the task before it, and who devote much time 
and energy to their duties. Help them carry 
on. Suggestions invited. 

L L O Y D A . F R O S T , Treasurer 
C A M B R I D G E T R U S T C O . 

CAMBRIDGE, MASS. 

H o n . F o r s t e r W . F r e e m a n P r e s i d e n t 
P a u l S p e r r y V i c e - P r e s i d e n t 
L e s l i e M a r s h a l l G e n e r a l S e c r e t a r y 

94 A r l i n g t o n A v e . , H a w t h o r n e , N . J . 

C H A P E L H I L L S C H O O L 
( F o r m e r l y c a l l e d W a l t h a m S c h o o l for G i r l s ) 

Waltham, Massachusetts 

A B o a r d i n g a n d D a y S c h o o l c o n t r o l l e d b y N e w -
C h u r c h T r u s t e e s . P u p i l s a c c e p t e d ages 5 to 1 9 ; sep
a r a t e homes for o lder a n d y o u n g e r g i r l s . Co l lege 
P r e p a r a t o r y a n d G e n e r a l c o u r s e s i n t i p p e r S c h o o l . 
O u t d o o r sports . F o r catalogue, a d d r e s s 

P H I L I P E . G O O D H U E 
* Principal 

L Y N N N E I G H B O R H O O D H O U S E 
A S S O C I A T I O N 

Contributions solicited 
Help us serve the Children 

B E R T H A M . W H I T M A N , T r e a s u r e r 

109 Walnut Avenue, R o x b u r y 19, Mass . 
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