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R e p o r t o f t h e G e n e r a l C o n v e n t i o n 
Washington, D . C , 1938 

S A T U R D A Y 

The one hundred and seventeenth annual ses­
sion of the General Convention of the New Jerusa­
lem in the Uni ted States of America opened i n 
our National Church at Washington, D . C , on 
Saturday morning, M a y 7th , at ten o'clock, w i t h 
a religious service conducted by the Rev. W i l l i a m 
I I . Beales of De t ro i t , Michigan. The President 
of Convention, the Rev. Fred Sidney Mayer, de­
livered his annual address, using as his subject 
"The Leaven of Div ine T r u t h . " 

Immediately after the religious service the at­
tention of the assembly was turned to business. 
Tbe Rev. A r t h u r Wi lde of New Y o r k extended a 
welcome from the New Y o r k Society which this 
year was privileged to act as host to the Con­
vention. 

The President then introduced the Reverend S. 
J . C. Goldsack of B irmingham, England, who ex­
pressed the fo l lowing gracious sentiments: 

" M r . President, my dear friends, thank you 
very hearti ly indeed for your most cordial we l ­
come and may I at once associate my wife w i t h 
me in those thanks. We are overwhelmed by the 
warmth and generosity w i th which you have re­
ceived us, received me once again into your midst. 
I have listened to the address of the President this 
morning w i t h the deepest admiration, and I feel 
thoroughly inspired and up l i f t ed , as I am sure you 
must have done, and I beg and pray that that ad­
dress may fire every New Church i n not only this 
country but the Church across the sea, and around' 
- e wor ld , to enter into the real work that has been 
outlined, the real work of the Church specific in 
relation to the Church universal. 

"Mr . Mayer has touched the r i ght note. There 

does depend upon us of the Church specific i n the 
various organizations throughout the wor ld a very 
grave responsibility, but I believe that responsi­
b i l i t y can be responded to and discharged i f we, 
in humble submission and surrender to the H o l y 
S p i r i t of the L o r d Jesus Christ , w i l l t r y to do 
those things we see ought to be done. Influx is 
according to effort and i f we unitedly w i l l put 
forth the best efforts we can i n new directions, as 
indicated, I am sure there is a future before us, 
both here and throughout the wor ld . 

" I t was my privilege last year to wr i te the presi ­
dential address to you, and I ventured then to say 
that i f the two bodies, the Convention and the Con­
ference, could unite i n br inging for th before the 
wor ld new ideals i n a practical way, I fe l t sure 
that the great work could be achieved. Your 
President has again said something of the same 
k i n d , much more ably, much more forc ib ly , than 
I could ever do, and I pray that the divine bless­
ing may rest upon us i n a l l our labors." 

The President then invited M r s . Goldsack to 
step forward in order that she might be formal ly 
introduced to the assembly. 

The Secretary, M r . B . A . Whittemore, read the 
Report of the Committee on Nominations which 
had been previously pr inted i n T H E M E S S E N G E R , 
A p r i l 20th. The Chair asked for nominations 
f rom the floor, and the fo l lowing were received: 

For Board of Home and Foreign Missions: the 
Rev. W i l l i a m R. Reece. 

For the Nominating Committee: Herbert R. 
Swing. 

Nominations from the floor were: For Presi­
dent, the Rev. Fred Sidney Mayer , the Rev. Clyde 
W . Broomell , the Rev. D i r k Diephuis and the 
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Rev . A r t h u r W i l d e ( M r . D i e p h u i s a n d M r . W i l d e 
d e c l i n e d t h e h o n o r ) ; f o r V i c e - P r e s i d e n t , M r . 
L l o y d A . F r o s t ; f o r S e c r e t a r y , M r . B . A . W h i t t e ­
m o r e ; f o r A s s i s t a n t S e c r e t a r y , M r . H o r a c e B . 
B l a c k m e r ; f o r T r e a s u r e r , M r . A l b e r t P . C a r t e r . 
T h e S e c r e t a r y a n n o u n c e d t h a t T H E M E S S E N G E R 
A d v i s o r y B o a r d n o m i n a t e d the Rev . A r t h u r W i l d e 
as E d i t o r o f T H E N E W - C H U R C H M E S S E N G E R . 

T h e P r e s i d e n t r e a d the f o l l o w i n g t e l e g r a m 
w h i c h he h a d sent t o t h e Rev . W i l l i a m L . W o r ­
ces ter : " T h i s m o r n i n g a t W a s h i n g t o n we r e c a l l 
a g a i n w i t h g r a t i t u d e t h e fine a n d l o n g service y o u 
gave to t h e C h u r c h . W e g r e e t y o u w i t h t h a t l ove 
w h i c h makes us one i n t h e L o r d . " 

T h e R e p o r t o f t h e C o u n c i l o f M i n i s t e r s w h i c h 
was r e a d by i t s S e c r e t a r y , the Rev . F r e d e r i c R . 
C r o w n f i e l d , showed d e f i n i t e a n d e n c o u r a g i n g r e ­
su l t s o f t h e a c t i v i t i e s o f t h e v a r i o u s C o u n c i l c o m ­
m i t t e e s t h r o u g h o u t the past y e a r . I t was a n n o u n c e d 
t h a t t h e C o u n c i l h a d been i n f o r m e d b y t h e Rev . 
N o r m a n G u t r y t h a t he h a d sent a t e l e g r a m t o t h e 
C l e v e l a n d Soc i e ty o f f e r i n g h is r e s i g n a t i o n as 
p a s t o r . 

T h e Rev . W i l l i a m H . Beales o f D e t r o i t , M i c h ­
i g a n , w h o has s e r v e d as c h a i r m a n o f the C o u n c i l 
f o r a n i i m b e r o f years f e l t t h a t he s h o u l d r e t i r e , 
a n d t h e Rev . L e o n a r d I . T a f e l o f F r a n k f o r d , 
P h i l a d e l p h i a , was e lected t o serve f o r t h e c o m i n g 
y e a r . T h e p r e s e n t S e c r e t a r y , t h e Rev . F . R . 
C r o w n f i e l d , w a s re -e lec ted . 

S e v e r a l r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s f o r t h e G e n e r a l C o n ­
v e n t i o n ' s c o n s i d e r a t i o n w e r e c o n t a i n e d i n t h e R e ­
p o r t o f t h e C o u n c i l o f M i n i s t e r s , a n d w e r e r e a d i l y 
a d o p t e d b y t h e members o f C o n v e n t i o n . T h e i n ­
v e s t i t u r e o f the Rev . L o u i s A . D o l e ( M a i n e ) w i t h 
t h e office o f G e n e r a l P a s t o r , w i t h t h e u n d e r s t a n d ­
i n g t h a t t h e t e n u r e o f t h i s office is to co inc ide w i t h 
M r . D o l e ' s c o n t i n u a n c e i n t h e office o f p r e s i d i n g 
m i n i s t e r o f t h e M a i n e A s s o c i a t i o n , a n d t h a t the 
i n v e s t i t u r e t a k e p lace a t t h e m o r n i n g service o n 
S u n d a y , M a y 8 t h , was a u t h o r i z e d . Changes i n 
the r o l l o f m i n i s t e r s , as f o l l o w s , w e r e a p p r o v e d : 
( a ) t h e name o f R o d n e y D . B o o k to be t r a n s ­
f e r r e d f r o m the r o l l o f m i n i s t e r s a n d pas tors to 
t h e r o l l o f f o r m e r m i n i s t e r s , b y reason o f h i s de ­
cease; ( b ) the name o f t h e Rev . L o u i s A . D o l e be 
a d d e d to the r o l l o f G e n e r a l P a s t o r s , f o l l o w i n g h is 
i n v e s t i t u r e w i t h t h e p o w e r s o f t h a t office. T h e 
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n made t o C o n v e n t i o n t h a t i t p r o ­
v i d e a p lace f o r t h e r e a d i n g o f a m e m o r i a l to t h e 
la te Rev . R o d n e y D . B o o k was a d o p t e d . R e c o m ­
m e n d a t i o n was made t o C o n v e n t i o n t h a t i t request 
t h e M a r c h a n t C o m m i t t e e o n a N e w - C h u r c h E d i ­
t i o n o f the W o r d to m a k e financial a r r a n g e m e n t s 
f o r a m e e t i n g o f the s u b - c o m m i t t e e on t h e s t u d y 
a n d t r a n s l a t i o n o f t h e W o r d to be h e l d i n C a m ­
b r i d g e d u r i n g t h e c o m i n g s u m m e r ; a n d t h a t i t r e ­
quest the C o m m i t t e e to p a y the Rev . R i c h a r d T a f e l 

d u r i n g t h e c o m i n g y e a r f o r t h e w o r k o f m a k i n g 
a p r e l i m i n a r y t r a n s l a t i o n t h e a g r e e d c o m p e n s a t i o n . 
T h e s e r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s w e r e a d o p t e d . 

T h e S e c r e t a r y o f t h e B o a r d o f M a n a g e r s o f t h e 
T h e o l o g i c a l S c h o o l , M r . B . A . W h i t t e m o r e , r e a d 
i ts r e p o r t . I n a d d i t i o n to t h e t e a c h i n g a c t i v i t i e s , 
M r . W h i t t e m o r e r e p o r t e d t h a t t h e r e h a d been i n ­
tens ive w o r k e x p e n d e d on t h e t a s k o f r e - c l a s s i f y i n g 
t h e books i n the l i b r a r y a t the S c h o o l , a n d o f p r e ­
p a r i n g an a n a l y t i c a l c a r d c a t a l o g t o m a k e t h e l i ­
b r a r y a v a i l a b l e f o r s tudents o f t h e C h u r c h . A b o u t 
2-50 vo lumes o f t h e o r i g i n a l e d i t i o n s , s c i ent i f i c as 
w e l l as t h e o l o g i c a l , have been set i n o r d e r . D u r ­
i n g the p r e s e n t y e a r cards have been d r a f t e d f o r 
a b o u t 3,000 v o l u m e s , a n d about 1 , 000 vo lumes i n 
t h e School ' s g e n e r a l c o l l e c t i o n have been c lass i f ied . 
W o r k w h i c h remains to be done i n v o l v e s t h e c l a s s i ­
f y i n g o f a b o u t 1 ,500 first copies a n d 3,000 d u p l i ­
cates, a n d t h e t y p i n g o f a b o u t 23 ,000 c a r d s . A n ­
o ther y e a r ' s w o r k a t the p r e s e n t r a t e w i l l p u t t h e 
l i b r a r y i n good o r d e r . I n c o n n e c t i o n w i t h t h e 
School ' s a c t i v i t i e s m a n y l e c tures on S w e d e n b o r g , 
e x h i b i t s o f S w e d e n b o r g i a n a , a n d d i s p l a y s o f s l ides 
f o r the benef i t o f t h e p u b l i c , w e r e r e p o r t e d b y t h e 
S e c r e t a r y . O f p a r t i c u l a r i n t e r e s t was t h e account 
o f P r o f e s s o r L e w i s F . H i t e ' s l e c t u r e o n S w e d e n ­
b o r g g i v e n a t B o s t o n U n i v e r s i t y , o n b e h a l f o f t h e 
Schoo l . 

C a r e f u l c o n s i d e r a t i o n was g i v e n t o b a l a n c i n g 
t h e School ' s b u d g e t a t t h e S p r i n g m e e t i n g o f t h e 
B o a r d . I t was d e c i d e d t o p lace t h e Rev . F r e d e r i c 
R . C r o w n f i e l d u p o n f u l l - t i m e serv i ce a t t h e Schoo l 
w i t h an increased s a l a r y . A spec ia l c o m m i t t e e was 
a p p o i n t e d t o f o r m u l a t e a r e c r u i t i n g p l a n f o r t h e 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f t h e C o n v e n t i o n . T h e S e c r e t a r y 
i n a d d r e s s i n g C o n v e n t i o n , s a i d , " B e f o r e s u b m i t ­
t i n g t h a t p l a n t o y o u , we s h o u l d l i k e to suggest 
t h a t t h e s t u d e n t b o d y o f t h e Schoo l s h o u l d n o t be 
l i m i t e d m e r e l y t o p r o s p e c t i v e c a n d i d a t e s f o r t h e 
m i n i s t r y , b u t the f a c i l i t i e s o f t h e Schoo l s h o u l d be 
f r e e l y a v a i l a b l e f o r t h e e d u c a t i o n o f s u i t a b l e l a y ­
men des i rous o f s t u d y i n g t h e t each in gs o f S w e d e n ­
b o r g f o r o t h e r purposes . I t has h a p p e n e d i n t h e 
p a s t , a n d m a y h a p p e n a g a i n m a n y t i m e s i n t h e 
f u t u r e , t h a t a l a y m a n a t t e n d i n g a school f o r h is 
o w n e n l i g h t e n m e n t , a n d w i t h o u t d e f i n i t e t h o u g h t 
o f e n t e r i n g t h e m i n i s t r y , has l a t e r become a m o s t 
ef f ic ient c l e r g y m a n . " 

T h e a d v i s a b i l i t y o f our N e w - C h u r c h m e n , " a m ­
b i t i o u s f o r h i g h e r e d u c a t i o n , " e n r o l l i n g i n o u r 
T h e o l o g i c a l Schoo l f o r a c q u i s i t i o n o f S w e d e n b o r g ' s 
t e a c h i n g s , a n d a t t h e same t i m e i n H a r v a r d C o l ­
lege f o r i n s t r u c t i o n i n such o t h e r l ines as t h e y 
m i g h t des i r e , was s tressed . 

T h e r e c r u i t i n g p l a n m u s t be p a r t o f a l a r g e r 
c a m p a i g n t o e n l i s t the i n t e r e s t o f y o u n g peop l e 
o f t h e C h u r c h i n c h o o s i n g l ines o f w o r k o r a d ­
v a n c e d s t u d y w h i c h fit t h e m f o r v a r i o u s k i n d s o f 
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serv i ce t o t h e N e w C h u r c h , e m p h a s i z i n g the m i n ­
i s t r y as t h e h i g h e s t o f u s e f u l careers . A b r i e f 
p a m p h l e t addressed t o y o u n g p e o p l e , s u m m a r i z ­
i n g the o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r serv i ce t o t h e C h u r c h , 
has been s u g g e s t e d ; p e r s o n a l contac ts are essen­
t i a l . T h e t i m e has come w h e n t h e p r e s i d e n t o f 
t h e Schoo l s h o u l d make a t o u r o f v i s i t s to persons 
w h o have s h o w n some i n t e r e s t i n t h e m i n i s t r y , t h e 
o p i n i o n o f the B o a r d i n d i c a t e d . " D u r i n g t h e n e x t 
rive years w e have t h e t a s k o f c o n v i n c i n g t h e boys 
a n d y o u n g m e n o f the C h u r c h t h a t t h e C h u r c h 
m i n i s t r y is a field n o t o v e r c r o w d e d . . . . " T h e 
r e p o r t was rece ived o n p r o p e r m o t i o n . 

T h e c h a i r c a l l e d n e x t f o r t h e R e p o r t o f t h e 
U r b a n a V i s i t i n g C o m m i t t e e w h i c h was r e a d b y 
t h e S e c r e t a r y o f t h e C o m m i t t e e , M i s s F r a n c e s E . 
D a r r a c o t t . O f p a r t i c u l a r i n t e r e s t was the s t a t e ­
m e n t t h a t 50 acres o f l a n d a d j o i n i n g the school 
campus a t U r b a n a J u n i o r Co l l ege have been g i v e n 
to t h e Co l l ege b y M i s s M a r g a r e t James . T h e r e ­
p o r t was d u l y r e c e i v e d ; a n d i t was m o v e d a n d 
seconded t h a t t h e C o n v e n t i o n a d o p t t h e r e c o m m e n ­
d a t i o n o f t h e U r b a n a V i s i t i n g C o m m i t t e e t h a t M r . 
L a u r e n c e R. A w o o d a n d M r . E d w a r d F . W u n s c h 
he ree lec ted to the B o a r d o f T r u s t e e s . 

T h e R e p o r t o f t h e A m e r i c a n N e w - C h u r c h 
L e a g u e F i e l d S e c r e t a r y was r e a d b y M i s s L y d i a 
S e y m o u r , ass i s tant F i e l d S e c r e t a r y , a n d w a s r e ­
ceived on p r o p e r m o t i o n . 

T h e c h a i r asked f o r t h e r e p o r t o f t h e B o a r d 
o f P u b l i c a t i o n ; w h e r e u p o n S e c r e t a r y W h i t t e m o r e 
a n n o u n c e d t h a t t h e P r e s i d e n t o f t h e B o a r d h a d 
i n f o r m e d h i m t h a t i t was i m p o s s i b l e to p r e s e n t 
his r e p o r t a t t h a t t i m e , b u t t h a t i t w o u l d come 
l a t e r . 

V i c e - p r e s i d e n t F r o s t t h e n a s k e d the T r u s t e e s o f 
the B u i l d i n g F u n d a n d t h e T r u s t e e s o f t h e O r p h a n 
F u n d to secure p r o p e r r e p o r t s f o r t h e C o n v e n t i o n . 

T h e S e c r e t a r y o f C o n v e n t i o n h a v i n g no f u r t h e r 
r e p o r t s f o r c o n s i d e r a t i o n , i t was a n n o u n c e d b y t h e 
V i c e - p r e s i d e n t t h a t P r e s i d e n t M a y e r h a d a w e l ­
come a n n o u n c e m e n t t o m a k e . I t w a s to t h e e f fec t 
t h a t he h a d rece ived t h a t m o r n i n g f r o m M i s s 
A m e l i a B u r k e r t o f M t . B e r r y , G e o r g i a , a l e t t e r o f 
r e g r e t t h a t she was unab le to a t t e n d C o n v e n t i o n 
t h i s y e a r , a n d also a check f o r $ 3 0 0 " t o s t a r t a n 
e n d o w m e n t f o r m i n i s t e r s w h o c a n n o t a f f o r d to a t ­
t e n d t h e C o n v e n t i o n . " T h e t o k e n is i n m e m o r y o f 
M i s s B u r k e r t ' s p a r e n t s w h o d e a r l y l o v e d t h e N e w 
C h u r c h . I t was m o v e d a n d seconded t h a t t h e 
C o n v e n t i o n vo te an a p p r e c i a t i o n o f t h i s g i f t f r o m 
I f i s s B u r k e r t . A t t h i s p o i n t a final p l ea b y t h e 
c h a i r m a n o f t h e C o m m i t t e e o n C r e d e n t i a l s w a s 
made to t h e delegates p r e s e n t to s i g n t h e r o l l . 

T h e C o n v e n t i o n t h e n a d j o u r n e d , t o reassemble 
on M o n d a y m o r n i n g . 

M O N D A Y 

T h e D e v o t i o n a l Serv i ce a t 10 A . M . , w h i c h w a s 
conduc ted b y t h e Rev . L o u i s A . D o l e , opened t h e 

M o n d a y m o r n i n g proceed ings . T h e Rev . F r e d 
S i d n e y M a y e r c a l l e d t h e C o n v e n t i o n t o o r d e r a t 
10 :20 A . M . , a n d M r . B e n j a m i n A . W h i t t e m o r e t h e n 
r e a d the m i n u t e s o f S a t u r d a y ' s session. These 
w e r e accepted a f t e r a m i n o r c o r r e c t i o n o f f e r e d b y 
t h e Rev . L e w i s F . H i t e . 

T h e r o l l was t h e n r e a d , m i n i s t e r s a n d delegates 
a n s w e r i n g as t h e i r names w e r e c a l l e d . T h e final 
r e p o r t showed a t o t a l o f 132 v o t e r s — 4 5 m i n i s t e r s 
a n d 87 de legates . 

P e n d i n g the h o u r o f e leven o ' c lock a t w h i c h 
t i m e e lect ions t o o k p l a c e , the V i c e - P r e s i d e n t c a l l e d 
f o r the r e p o r t o f the W o m e n ' s A l l i a n c e , w h i c h was 
p r e s e n t e d b y i t s f o r m e r P r e s i d e n t , M r s . K e n t o f 
P e n n s y l v a n i a . T h i s r e p o r t , w h i c h was accepted 
as r e a d , w i l l be g i v e n i n a s p e c i a l issue o f T H E 
M E S S E N G E R . 

T h e n e x t r e p o r t t o he c ons idered was t h a t o f 
the A m e r i c a n N e w - C h u r c h L e a g u e , p r e s e n t e d b y 
M i s s G u l h e n k i a n . T h e r e p o r t was re ce ived . 

M r . G e o r g e Pausch o f M a r y l a n d t h e n p r e s e n t e d 
t h e r e p o r t o f t h e S u n d a y - s c h o o l A s s o c i a t i o n . H e 
s t a t e d t h a t as a s tep to s t i m u l a t e i n t e r e s t t h e sum 
o f $200 .00 has been a p p r o p r i a t e d t o h e l p m a k e i t 
poss ib le f o r S u n d a y - s c h o o l teachers t o a t t e n d t h e 
g a t h e r i n g i n F r e y b u r g n e x t A u g u s t , t h e t h i r d w e e k 
o f w h i c h w i l l be devo ted to i n s t r u c t i o n f o r t e a c h ­
i n g . A g r o w t h i n n u m b e r s o f over a h u n d r e d d u r ­
i n g the p a s t y e a r was r e p o r t e d . D u r i n g t h e y e a r 
$1 ,445 .00 was e x p e n d e d b y t h e C o m m i t t e e , $ 7 0 0 . 0 0 
o f w h i c h came f r o m t h e Sunday - s choo l s a n d t h e 
balance f r o m t h e C o n v e n t i o n . T h e A s s o c i a t i o n 
a s k e d a c o n t r i b u t i o n o f $500 .00 o f C o n v e n t i o n t o 
c o n t i n u e the w o r k on lessons. 

T h e r e p o r t was accepted a n d t h e r e c o m m e n d a ­
t i o n c o n t a i n e d i n i t r e f e r r e d t o t h e G e n e r a l 
C o u n c i l . 

A t t h i s t i m e P r e s i d e n t M a y e r a n n o u n c e d t h a t 
t h e h o u r f o r e l e c t i ons h a d a r r i v e d . One h u n d r e d 
a n d t h i r t y b a l l o t s w e r e cast , t h e r e s u l t s o f w h i c h w e r e as f o l l o w s : 
P r e s i d e n t , Rev . F r e d S i d n e y M a y e r 80 
V i c e - P r e s i d e n t , L l o y d A . F r o s t 120 
S e c r e t a r y , B e n j a m i n W h i t t e m o r e 124 
A s s t . S e c r e t a r y , H o r a c e B . B l a e k m e r 127 
T r e a s u r e r , A l b e r t P . C a r t e r 129 
A u g m e n t a t i o n F u n d C o m m i t t e e : 

Chas . N . M a s o n 124 
J o h n F . S e e k a m p 126 
E d w a r d F . W u n s c h 126 

T r u s t e e s o f t h e B u i l d i n g F u n d : 
G i d e o n B o e r i c k e 128 
H o n . A l l e n M . S t e a r n e 128 

T r u s t e e s o f t h e P e n s i o n F u n d : 
Rev . Chas . W . H a r v e y 127 
S y l v a n u s A . J o h n s o n 127 
Rev . P a u l S p e r r y 128 
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T r u s t e e s of the O r p h a n F u n d : 
R e v . F r e d . R . C r o w n f i e l d 127 
J a m e s P . Stif f 127 

Committee on N o m i n a t i o n s : 
R e v . D o n a l d C . G u s t a f s o n G8 

E d i t o r of T H E M E S S E N G E R : 
R e v . A r t h u r W i l d e 108 

F o r G e n e r a l C o u n c i l : 
R e v . L o u i s G . H o e e k 122 
C h a s . N . M a s o n 126 
H o n . A l l e n M . Stearne 126 

B o a r d of M i s s i o n s : 
R e v . A l b e r t D i e p h u i s 102 
V i n c e n t M . F r o s t 125 
H a y d e n B . J o h n s o n 121 
O s w i n J . M i l l s 127 
R e v . J o h n W . S t o c k w e l l 110 
R e v . A r t h u r W i l d e 101 
P e n d i n g the report of tel lers on voting, the 

V i c e - P r e s i d e n t ca l led for a report from the A s s o ­
ciation of the C h u r c h B o o k Conference , w h i c h 
was presented by M r . C h a r l e s T . C u s h m a n . M r . 
C u s h m a n stressed the m a n y new books a n d new 
editions of old books w h i c h have been brought 
out both in the U n i t e d States and in E n g l a n d 
d u r i n g the past commemorative y e a r . T h e s e were 
on d i s p l a y and for sale at Convent ion under the 
supervis ion of M i s s C e c i l e W e r b e n . M r . C u s h m a n 
also dwelt upon the value of the N e w - C h u r c h 
p e r i o d i c a l s : T H E M E S S E N G E R , weekly official organ 
of the Convent ion , and the New Christianity, i s ­
sued quarter ly with the object of m a k i n g S w e d e n ­
borg better k n o w n to the w o r l d at large . H e 
closed his report with the hope that people would 
make use of al l these w o r k s . 

A report from the E d i t o r of T H E M E S S E N G E R , 
the R e v . A r t h u r W i l d e , fol lowed. M r . W i l d e i n ­
formed the Convent ion that a canvass of the whole 
of the N e w - C h u r c h non-subscribers to T H E M E S ­
S E N G E R is being made, with eminent ly sat is factory 
response from the ground a l r e a d y covered. H e 
also made a n earnest a p p e a l to those ministers 
who do not wri te for T H E M E S S E N G E R for more 
support , at least to the extent of two art ic les a 
year . H e also begged for support from l a y m e n 
a n d women for mater ia l to he used, in order to 
keep T H E M E S S E N G E R a w e l l - b a l a n c e d and inter ­
est ing periodical . H e closed w i t h a message of 
thanks to those who have given such unstinted s u p ­
port d u r i n g the past few y e a r s . 

T h e R e p o r t of the Committee on E d u c a t i o n was 
made by its c h a i r m a n , the R e v . F r a n k l i n H . B l a e k -
mer of Massachuset ts . M r . B l a c k m e r stated that 
the j o i n t work of the C h u r c h body is l a r g e l y a n 
enterprise in education and t h a t his committee 
urged Convention to guide the thought of its mem­
bers a n d encourage them into other educational 
channels . W i t h this in mind the committee p r o ­
posed a br ie f handbook setting forth a l l the e d u ­

cat ional opportunities under the auspices of N e w -
C h u r c h men and women, indicat ing the scope of 
each agency among our schools. I t felt that the 
C h u r c h might wel l take a hand in vocational g u i d ­
ance , a n d that therefore the committee wished to 
begin the p r e p a r a t i o n of bulletins a n d handbooks 
that would c a r r y a " m e s s a g e to young people about 
the attitude w i t h which they should face various 
aspects of the modern w o r l d . " T h e committee 
proposed to reorganize into sub-committees w h i c h 
would work together d u r i n g the y e a r a n d have 
drafts of this proposed l i terature ready for the 
consideration of Convention in 1939. I t therefore 
requested that $200.00 be made avai lable for com­
mittee expenses . T h e motion for the a p p r o p r i a ­
tion was referred to the G e n e r a l C o u n c i l and the 
report of the Committee on E d u c a t i o n received. 

S e v e r a l recommendations from the C o u n c i l of 
M i n i s t e r s to the Convention were put f o r w a r d by 
the R e v . F . R . Crownf ie ld , secretary to the C o u n ­
cil of M i n i s t e r s , and were immediately adopted. 

T h e R e v . L e o n a r d I . T a f e l , P r e s i d e n t of the 
Swedenborg Scientific Associat ion , invited the 
members of Convent ion to attend a meeting of that 
body to be held at B r y n A t h y n on W e d n e s d a y 
evening , the d a y fol lowing the Convent ion . M r . 
T a f e l s a i d that the meeting had been a r r a n g e d for 
that d a y in the earnest hope that it would prove 
convenient for m a n y members to stop on their 
way home from the Convention. 

S e c r e t a r y of Convent ion , M r . Whit temore , 
brought f o r w a r d several recommendations from 
the G e n e r a l C o u n c i l for amendments to the C o n ­
stitution. T h e s e proposed new sections are quoted: 

" S e c t i o n 1: A member of the N e w C h u r c h , 
after the sat is factory completion of the course of 
study required by the Convent ion T h e o l o g i c a l 
School , or after p r e p a r a t i o n recognized by the 
executives and ministers as adequate, m a y be a u ­
thorized by a G e n e r a l P a s t o r w i t h i n his j u r i s d i c ­
tion and on the provis ion , to lead in w o r s h i p , teach 
the doctrines of the C h u r c h , to lecture and officiate 
at funerals , such authorizat ion to expire w i t h i n one 
y e a r unless renewed. 

" S e c t i o n 2 : A n A u t h o r i z e d C a n d i d a t e for the 
m i n i s t r y who has served act ive ly for one y e a r in 
this capaci ty may , at a request of the C o u n c i l , or 
any other body of the G e n e r a l Convention w h i c h 
employs a minister or ministers , be ordained b y a 
G e n e r a l P a s t o r into the office of M i n i s t e r with 
power in addition to the function set forth in S e c ­
tion 1 of this a r t i c l e , to administer the sacraments 
of B a p t i s m and H o l y S u p p e r , and administer other 
rites of the C h u r c h not specif ical ly ass igned to 
the office of the G e n e r a l P a s t o r . 

" S e e t i o n 3 : A G e n e r a l P a s t o r act ing as the 
P r e s i d e n t of the G e n e r a l Convention , or as the 
official of the associat ion, m a y , to meet p a r t i c u l a r 

366 June 8,1988 



T H E N E W - C H U R C H M E S S E N G E R 

needs or p r o b l e m s , c o n f e r u p o n s u i t a b l e persons 
f o r a t e r m o f one y e a r , s u b j e c t to r e n e w a l a n d t h a t 
t h e exerc ise i n the l i m i t o f the b o d y o f h i s s u p e r ­
v i s i o n , a n y o r a l l t h e p o w e r s o f t h e A u t h o r i z e d 
C a n d i d a t e , such p e r s o n to be k n o w n as a L a y 
P r e a c h e r . " 

T h e f o r m e r Sect ions 2 , 3 a n d 5, w o u l d t h e n he 
r n u m b e r e d 4, 5 a n d 6. A f t e r some d iscuss ion o n 
the floor as to t h e a c t u a l changes w h i c h w o u l d he 
made b y t h e a d o p t i o n o f these n e w sect ions , t h e 
Rev. F . R . C r o w n f i e l d e x p l a i n i n g t h i s at t h e r e ­
quest o f t h e C h a i r m a n , the a m e n d m e n t w a s u n a n i ­
m o u s l y a d o p t e d . 

A t t h e c o n c l u s i o n o f business at 1 2 : 4 5 , t h e 
m e m b e r s o f C o n v e n t i o n w e r e addressed b y the 
Rev. A r t h u r W i l d e on the s u b j e c t o f " T h e C h u r c h 
in S o c i a l S e r v i c e . " W h a t o u r C h u r c h as a w h o l e 
can do t o l i g h t e n t h e b u r d e n o f t h e u n d e r ­
p r i v i l e g e d , a n d to t a k e a n ac t ive p a r t i n the v a r i ­
ous m o v e m e n t s f o r soc ia l b e t t e r m e n t was o u t l i n e d 
w i t h a p p e a l i n g emphas i s . 

(To be continued.) 

T h e Saturday Evening Banquet 
(Written by William H. Beales.) 

One o f t h e m o s t s t i m u l a t i n g events o f the e n ­
t i r e C o n v e n t i o n was u n d o u b t e d l y t h e " H a l f -
C e n t u r y C e l e b r a t i o n D i n n e r a n d D a n c e " g i v e n 
f o r t h e A m e r i c a n N e w - C h u r c h L e a g u e , i n t h e 
R a l e i g h H o t e l , o n S a t u r d a y e v e n i n g . T h i s was 
the g r e a t soc ia l event o f t h e C o n v e n t i o n , a n d i t 
p r o v e d t o be a n e x c e e d i n g l y h a p p y one. T h e 
m a g n i f i c e n t b a n q u e t - h a l l was a p i c t u r e , w i t h i t s 
l o n g S p e a k e r s ' T a b l e , a n d t h e scores o f s m a l l e r 
tab les . One f e l t t h a t h e r e , i n d e e d , w a s the hope 
of the N e w C h u r c h . A n d n o t o n l y t h e h o p e , b u t 
the c e r t a i n t y . F o r t h e r e was a s p i r i t o f o p t i m i s m , 
of q u i e t conf idence a n d assurance , w h i c h was m o s t 

r t e n i n g . T h i s f e e l i n g f o u n d i t s c r y s t a l i z a t i o n 
i n the conf idence w i t h w h i c h documents a n d o t h e r 
t h i n g s w e r e p l a c e d i n the C o m m e m o r a t i o n B o x , t o 
be sealed a n d n o t opened u n t i l t h e close o f 
ano ther fifty years o f L e a g u e h i s t o r y . T h e m e r e 
suggest ion t h a t t h e r e m i g h t n o t be a n o t h e r fifty 
years o f h i s t o r y , even more success ful a n d p r o d u c ­
t i v e o f good f o r t h e C h u r c h , t h a n t h e past fifty 
years , never seemed t o e n t e r the m i n d o f a n y o n e 

- sent. T h e w h o l e event was a s p l e n d i d ev idence 
o f conf idence a n d t r u s t i n t h e e n d u r i n g q u a l i t i e s 
a n d purposes u n d e r l y i n g t h e L e a g u e a c t i v i t i e s , 

n i t i n g a s p i r i t w h i c h , as one speaker expressed i t 
c o u l d n ' t be d o w n e d . " 

T h e guests o f h o n o r i n c l u d e d t h a t L e a g u e v e t ­
e r a n . M r . E z r a H y d e A l d e n , first P r e s i d e n t o f 
t h e A m e r i c a n L e a g u e , whose t e n u r e o f office was 
f r o m 1888 to 1 8 9 8 ; a n d o t h e r P r e s i d e n t s b e t w e e n 
1899 a n d 1 9 3 8 ; the Rev . a n d M r s . G o l d s a c k , r e p ­

r e s e n t i n g t h e B r i t i s h F e d e r a t i o n o f Y o u n g Peop les 
Soc iet ies , a n d the Rev . F r e d S i d n e y M a y e r , r e p r e ­
s e n t i n g the C o n v e n t i o n . M r . D a v i d M a c k made 
a most acceptab le C h a i r m a n a n d T o a s t m a s t e r . 

W h e n desser t h a d been se rved , a n d t h e guests 
h a d s e t t l e d d o w n to e n j o y w h a t was t o f o l l o w , t h e 
l i g h t s i n t h e h a l l w e r e s w i t c h e d o f f , a n d even t h e 
candles o n t h e head tab les w e r e s n u f f e d o u t . T h e n 
the d o u b l e - d o o r s w h i c h l e d f r o m the center o f t h e 
h a l l to a n a d j o i n i n g r o o m w e r e opened , a n d one 
o f the b igges t w a i t e r s on t h e f o r c e e n t e r e d s l o w l y 
a n d a l m o s t m a j e s t i c a l l y , b e a r i n g a b i g , g l i s t e n i n g 
b i r t h d a y cake. T h i s was a r e a l t r i u m p h o f t h e 
c o n f e c t i o n e r s ' a r t . I t was s u r m o u n t e d b y t h e 
m o d e l o f a c h u r c h , a n d e n c i r c l e d w i t h fifty l i g h t e d 
candles . T h e e f fec t , i n t h e d i m l y l i g h t e d h a l l , was 
s t r i k i n g . T h e r e was a n i n s t a n t o u t b r e a k o f a p ­
p lause , a n d t h e n someone s t a r t e d t h e good o l d 
b i r t h d a y g r e e t i n g , w h i c h was t a k e n u p on a l l s ides , 
as the cake was b o r n e d o w n t h e m i d d l e o f the 
r o o m , a n d b a c k b e h i n d t h e head t a b l e , a n d d e ­
p o s i t e d i n f r o n t o f the C h a i r m a n : 

H a p p y b i r t h d a y to y o u , h a p p y b i r t h d a y t o 
y o u ; 

H a p p y b i r t h d a y , dear L e — e a g u e ; 
H a p p y b i r t h d a y t o y o u . 

T h e n M r . A l d e n , as t h e first P r e s i d e n t o f t h e 
L e a g u e , a n d H a y d e n J o h n s o n , as t h e P r e s i d e n t 
d u r i n g the fiftieth y e a r , w e r e i n v i t e d to f o l l o w t h e 
u s u a l c u s t o m , a n d b l o w t h e candles o u t w i t h one 
b r e a t h . I t r e q u i r e d a l o n g , s teady b l o w , b u t b y 
t h e u n i t e d e f f o r t s o f these t w o P r e s i d e n t s whose 
t e r m s o f office w e r e d i v i d e d b y fifty y e a r s , e v e r y 
cand le was e x t i n g u i s h e d w i t h o u t e i t h e r P r e s i d e n t 
t a k i n g a second b r e a t h . 

T h e R o l l - c a l l o f t h e L e a g u e s b r o u g h t most 
o f those p r e s e n t to t h e i r f ee t . T h e c a l l was n o t 
o n l y f o r p r e s e n t m e m b e r s , b u t i n c l u d e d a l l w h o 
w e r e ever connected w i t h leagues i n t h e p a s t . 
T h e s e rose as t h e name o f t h e i r C h u r c h was c a l l e d . 
I t was e x c e e d i n g l y i n t e r e s t i n g t o see o l d a n d 
y o u n g a l i k e r e s p o n d as t h e l i s t was r e a d , league 
b y league . B u t t h e f o r m e r C h a p l a i n o f t h e A . N . 
C. L . , t h e Rev . A n d r e D i a c o n o f f , c a r r i e d of f t h e 
p a l m . F i v e t i m e s he rose t o h is feet , each t i m e 
b e i n g the sole r e p r e s e n t a t i v e p r e s e n t o f the league 
c a l l e d : L o s A n g e l e s J u n i o r a n d S e n i o r , R i v e r ­
side J u n i o r a n d S e n i o r , a n d B e r k e l e y Sen ior . 

Messages o f g r e e t i n g w e r e r e ce ived f r o m a n u m ­
b e r o f leagues , i n c l u d i n g t h a t a t T o r o n t o , C a n a d a ; 
t h e Leagues o f S w i t z e r l a n d , a n d t h e B o s t o n 
L e a g u e , w h i c h sent " F i f t y H a p p y R e t u r n s . " A 
message was rece ived , a lso , f r o m t h e m e m b e r s o f 
S p l i t - M o u n t a i n C a m p , t h e " f i r s t o f t h e Y o u n g 
People ' s s u m m e r c a m p s . " 

T h e p r e s e n t a t i o n o f t h e S h a w T r o p h y , t o t h e 
L e a g u e h a v i n g t h e g r e a t e s t p e r c e n t a g e o f a t ­
t endance a n d s h o w i n g t h e g r e a t e s t t o t a l n u m b e r o f 
mi l es t r a v e l l e d i n a t t e n d i n g , was one o f t h e h a p -
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p i e s t i n c i d e n t s o f the e v e n i n g . T h e t r o p h y i t s e l f 
— a handsome s i l v e r seven - l ea f c a n d l e s t i c k , s tood 
on t h e S p e a k e r s ' T a b l e , a n d w h e n t h e t i m e came 
f o r i t s p r e s e n t a t i o n , t h e candles w e r e l i g h t e d . 
T h e n t h e C h a i r m a n a n n o u n c e d t h e r e s u l t o f t h e 
w o r k o f t h e C r e d e n t i a l s C o m m i t t e e i n c o m p u t i n g 
percentages a n d a d d i n g mi l eages . O f t h e f i f t e e n 
L e a g u e s r e p r e s e n t e d b y t h i r t y - t w o delegates a n d 
f o r t y - n i n e w h o w e r e n o t de legates , t h e B r o c k t o n 
L e a g u e h a d made the best s h o w i n g . I t s m e m b e r s 
h a d t u r n e d o u t 57 p e r cent s t r o n g , a n d t h e m e m ­
bers h a d t r a v e l l e d a t o t a l o f 450 m i l e s . T h e N e w 
Y o r k L e a g u e was t h e " r u n n e r - u p . " B r o c k t o n 
d e l e g a t i o n was g i v e n a s p l e n d i d o v a t i o n — a n d t h e 
t r o p h y . 

T h e n f o l l o w e d t h e p r e s e n t a t i o n o f h a n d s o m e l y -
b o u n d copies o f the H i s t o r y o f t h e L e a g u e , t o a 
n u m b e r o f those present . F i r s t a c opy was h a n d e d 
t o t h e Rev . M r . M a y e r , t o he p r e s e n t e d b y h i m 
t o the C h u r c h ; t h e n one to t h e Rev . M r . G o l d -
sack, to be c o n v e y e d to the B r i t i s h L e a g u e s ; t h e n 
a m o s t b e a u t i f u l c o p y , b o u n d i n b l u e l e a t h e r , " t o 
t h e m a n w h o h a d done m o r e t h a n a n y o t h e r i n 
t h e w o r k o f c a r r y i n g on t h e a c t i v i t i e s o f t h e 
L e a g u e — M r . E z r a H y d e A l d e n . " T h e a p p r o v a l 
a c corded t h i s p r e s e n t a t i o n c o u l d n o t be m i s t a k e n . 

B u t t h e c l i m a x o f t h e even ing ' s a c t i v i t i e s was 
reached w h e n t h e C h a i r m a n a n n o u n c e d t h a t t h e 
handsome a n n i v e r s a r y b o x , p r e s e n t e d b y M r . 
A l d e n , w o u l d receive t h e p r e c i o u s documents a n d 
o t h e r a r t i c l e s w h i c h w e r e t o be e n t r u s t e d to i t , a n d 
be d u l y sealed , a t least f o r t h e p r e s e n t . T h i s box , 
b e a r i n g a s i l v e r p l a t e on i t s cover , was to be f i n a l l y 
sealed a n d p l a c e d i n t h e s a f e t y v a u l t at t h e T h e o ­
l o g i c a l S c h o o l , a t C a m b r i d g e , t h e r e t o he k e p t d u l y 
g u a r d e d , u n t i l t h e 1 0 0 t h a n n i v e r s a r y o f t h e 
L e a g u e , w h e n , a c c o r d i n g to i n s t r u c t i o n s a c c o m ­
p a n y i n g i t , i t w o u l d be s o l e m n l y o p e n e d b y t h e 
P r e s i d e n t o f t h e L e a g u e i n 1988 . T h e p l a t e on 
t h e cover was e n g r a v e d w i t h t h e w o r d s : " T h i s 
box conta ins t h e records o f t h e f i r s t h a l f - c e n t u r y 
o f t h e A m e r i c a n N e w - C h u r c h L e a g u e , p l a c e d 
h e r e i n on i t s f i f t i e t h B i r t h d a y C e l e b r a t i o n , a t 
W a s h i n g t o n , D . C , M a y 7 t h , 1938 , a n d to be 
o p e n e d on i t s h u n d r e d t h B i r t h d a y C e l e b r a t i o n i n 
1 9 8 8 . " 

T w e n t y a r t i c l e s w i l l be p l a c e d i n t h e b o x , be ­
f o r e t h e final s e a l i n g . These i n c l u d e t h e f o l l o w ­
i n g : A c opy o f the f i r s t L e a g u e r e p o r t , d a t e d 
1 8 8 7 ; a c opy o f t h e first C o n s t i t u t i o n o f t h e 
L e a g u e ; a c o p y o f t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n as r e v i s e d ; one 
o f the first L e a g u e badges , a n d one o f the badges 
n o w u s e d ; a c opy o f t h e p r o g r a m o f t h e l a s t y e a r ' s 
C o n f e r e n c e ; t h e L e a g u e H a n d b o o k ; c o p y o f t h e 
1938 C o n v e n t i o n p r o g r a m ; a c o p y o f t h e L e a g u e 
H i s t o r y ; copies o f t h e messages rece ived a t t h e 
b a n q u e t ; a c o p y o f the l a r g e p h o t o t a k e n a t t h e 
b a n q u e t ; c o p y o f t h e p r o g r a m o f t h e b a n q u e t ; 
copies o f t h e L e a g u e J o u r n a l a n d M E S S E N G E R r e ­

p o r t i n g t h e e v e n i n g ' s e v e n t s ; ca rds b e a r i n g t h e 
a u t o g r a p h s o f e v e r y o n e a t t e n d i n g t h e b a n q u e t , 
a n d l e t t e r s w r i t t e n b y M r . A l d e n , as first P r e s i ­
d e n t , H a y d e n B . J o h n s o n , as P r e s i d e n t d u r i n g the 
fiftieth y e a r , a n d W i l l i a m J . H a i d , n e w l y - e l e c t e d 
P r e s i d e n t . T h e s e w e r e a l l addressed t o t h e P r e s i ­
d e n t - t o - b e i n 1988. M r . A l d e n ' s l e t t e r r e a d as 
f o l l o w s : 

" T o t h e U n k n o w n P r e s i d e n t o f t h e A m e r i c a n 
N e w - C h u r c h L e a g u e : 

T o be o p e n e d on the occasion o f t h e L e a g u e ' s 
c e l e b r a t i o n o f i t s C e n t e n a r y i n t h e y e a r 1988 . 

" G r e e t i n g : 
" W e are t h i s y e a r c e l e b r a t i n g t h e fiftieth a n n i -

v e r s a r v o f t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n o f w h i c h i n t h e y e a r 
o f 1988 y o u w i l l be P r e s i d e n t , a n d I have been 
a s k e d as t h e first P r e s i d e n t o f t h e L e a g u e to 
address a l e t t e r to y o u a n d y o u r f e l l o w L e a g u e r s 
o f fifty years hence , t h e l e t t e r t o be p l a c e d i n a 
box on t h e occasion o f t h e L e a g u e ' s fiftieth b i r t h ­
d a y , to he o p e n e d w h e n t h e L e a g u e ' s C e n t e n a r y 
is c e l e b r a t e d . 

" I a m a d d r e s s i n g y o u as t h e ' U n k n o w n P r e s i ­
d e n t . ' I m i g h t o f course a t t h e m o m e n t speak o f 
y o u as t h e U n b o r n P r e s i d e n t , f o r i t is reasonable 
t o suppose t h a t y o u w i l l be o n t h e h i t h e r s ide o f 
t w e n t y - f i v e o r t h i r t y w h e n y o u h o l d the office o f 
t h e L e a g u e P r e s i d e n t . B u t w h a t e v e r y o u r age I 
a m c o n f i d e n t t h a t y o u have b r o u g h t t o t h e office 
t h e same e n e r g y a n d e n t h u s i a s m , t h e same love 
o f the C h u r c h a n d the same d e v o t i o n to t h e i n t e r ­
ests o f F l e r y o u n g peop l e w h i c h have c h a r a c t e r i z e d 
t h e l o n g l i n e o f P r e s i d e n t s d u r i n g t h e l a s t fifty 
y e a r s . 

" I t is a l o n g l o o k b a c k t o 1888 a n d some o f 
our y o u n g peop l e t o d a y c a n h a r d l y v i s u a l i z e t h e 
s t r i d e s w h i c h have been made i n t h e l a s t fifty years 
i n m a t e r i a l c o m f o r t s a n d conveniences a n d i n 
b r i n g i n g t h e peop l e o f t h e w o r l d i n c loser t o u c h 
w i t h one a n o t h e r . T h i n g s w h i c h are t o d a y c o m ­
monp laces w e r e t h e n u n h e a r d of . O u r o n l y means 
o f l a n d t r a v e l w e r e the r a i l r o a d a n d t h e h o r s e -
d r a w n veh i c l e . T h e r e w e r e no e l e c t r i c s t r e e t 
ears , no a u t o m o b i l e s , no a i r p l a n e s or d i r i g i b l e s . 
T h e t e l e p h o n e a n d t h e e l e c t r i c l i g h t w e r e i n t h e i r 
i n f a n c y . T h e X - r a y h a d n o t been d i s c o v e r e d ; 
t h e r e w e r e no w i re l e s s a n d t e l e v i s i o n was b u t a 
d r e a m o f f a n c i f u l w r i t e r s . 

" W i t h t h i s r e c o r d o f fifty years ago , he w o u l d 
be a b o l d p r o p h e t i n d e e d w h o w o u l d v e n t u r e t o 
p r e d i c t w h a t t h e c o m i n g h a l f - c e n t u r y w o u l d b r i n g 
t o pass. B u t I be l i eve i t is safe t o say t h a t i n 
w a y s w h i c h t o - d a y w e k n o w n o t , we s h a l l be f a r 
c loser to one a n o t h e r i n c o m m u n i c a t i o n a n d i n 
p h y s i c a l p r e s e n c e ; t h a t w e s h a l l see a n d hear one 
a n o t h e r m o r e c l e a r l y a l t h o u g h s e p a r a t e d b y l o n g 
d is tances o f e a r t h l y space ; t h a t i n these respects 
we s h a l l have a p p r o a c h e d m o r e near t o t h e hea -
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verily condition where there is neither time nor 
space and where mutual affections b r i n g immedi­
ate presence. 

" A s to how f a r these e a r t h l y changes may 
show forth corresponding s p i r i t u a l conditions I 
hope I am not over ly optimistic i n e x p r e s s i n g the 
belief that the constant l e a v e n i n g by the truths 
of our N e w - C h u r c h Revelat ion w i l l i n these fifty 
years w h i c h to me are the future , but to you w i l l 
he the past , w i l l have done much to b r i n g to this 
old earth a f a r greater degree of order , a better 
understanding between individuals a n d nations , a 
t ruer recognition of the D i v i n e P r o v i d e n c e than 
we have to -day, w h e n the w o r l d is rent with w a r s 
and rumors of w a r and society divided by the c lash 
of the conflicting demands of its component p a r ­
ties. 

" I t would be futi le to offer a n y advice to the 
young people of fifty years hence i n the solution 
of their problems w h i c h are quite unknowable to 
us of t o - d a y ; a n d yet at h e a r t you w i l l not g r e a t l y 
differ from us a n d you w i l l have , as we have , the 
same assurance of D i v i n e support i n every effort 
which looks to the s p i r i t u a l betterment of m a n ­
k i n d . 

" A n d w i t h this assurance a n d w i t h the good 
wishes of our y o u n g people of a l l a g e s — s o m e of 
whom may s t i l l be with you i n 1 9 8 8 — t o you a n d 
your fellow L e a g u e r s , m a y I s ign m y s e l f , 

" Y o u r O p t i m i s t i c F r i e n d , 
E Z R A H Y D E A L D E N . " 

P a s t - p r e s i d e n t J o h n s o n ' s letter was w r i t t e n 
prior to the Conference , a n t i c i p a t i n g the events 
as they took place . T h e letter r e a d : 
" T o the P r e s i d e n t of the A m e r i c a n N e w - C h u r c h 

L e a g u e at the C o n f e r e n c e of 1988. 
" G r e e t i n g s : 

" A s I wri te these words the A m e r i c a n N e w -
C h u r c h L e a g u e is m a k i n g final p lans for the cele ­
bration of its fiftieth a n n i v e r s a r y at the 1938 C o n ­
ference to be held i n W a s h i n g t o n , D . C , on M a y 
5 t h to 7 t h . T h e high point of the H a l f - C e n t u r y 
Celebrat ion is to be a B a n q u e t on S a t u r d a y , M a y 
7 t h , at w h i c h time T h e L e a g u e r s of today a n d 
those of other d a y s w i l l j o i n in p a y i n g homage 
to an organizat ion that has meant much to us a l l . 

" T h e L e a g u e to-day is composed of thirty - f ive 
L e a g u e s with a total membership of about six h u n ­
dred. O u r activit ies are extremely v a r i e d , d e a l i n g 
both with local and national p r o j e c t s . O u r e m p h a -
nfl is on the development of the L e a g u e as a n i n -

_ : J p a r t of the C h u r c h , so that the L e a g u e r s 
of to-day c a n become act ive , useful members of 
the C h u r c h of to -morrow. 

" I t is interest ing to speculate on the state of 
the w o r l d and of the C h u r c h in 1988. T o - d a y 

re l i v i n g i n a n excit ing per iod , many forces 
are at work in the w o r l d , and as yet it is impos ­

sible to tel l in w h i c h direction we are heading . I t 
is our sincere hope, however , that the forces r e p ­
resented by rel igion w i l l have a large place i n 
moulding the w o r l d of the future. 

" I send y o u and the members of the L e a g u e 
the sincere greetings of the L e a g u e of 1938. I t 
is our sincere hope that the w o r k which we have 
seen develop from y e a r to y e a r w i l l continue to 
grow and flourish and that the one hundredth 
b ir thday of the A m e r i c a n N e w - C h u r c h L e a g u e 
w i l l find it s t i l l active and influencing the l ives of 
the young people of the N e w C h u r c h . 

S i n c e r e l y , 
H A Y D E N B . J O H N S O N , 

P r e s i d e n t . " 

P r e s i d e n t H a i d ' s contribution to the contents of 
the box urged close adherance to N e w - C h u r c h 
teachings and close association w i t h the C h u r c h . 
T h e letter r e a d : 

" T o a F u t u r e P r e s i d e n t of the A m e r i c a n N e w -
C h u r c h L e a g u e : 

" D e a r P r e s i d e n t : 
" A s first pres ident of the second fifty y e a r s of 

the A m e r i c a n N e w - C h u r c h L e a g u e , I salute you . 
T o have been elected to this office at this time 
is indeed a n honor. T o send a greet ing to y o u , 
as pres id ing officer of the L e a g u e ' s C e n t e n a r y , is 
a privi lege of w h i c h I never dreamed. 

" I t is a p p a r e n t that our predecessors have exe­
cuted their p a r t of the bui ld ing of the o r g a n i z a ­
tion in a fine manner . T h e foundation of the f u ­
ture L e a g u e has been completed, and has been 
built on the rock bottom pr inc ip les of the N e w 
C h u r c h . S u r e l y such a s tart can support a n y 
superstructure which may be added. 

" T h e superstructure is now being s tarted . I t is 
up to our L e a g u e , a n d future L e a g u e s , to com­
plete the bui ld ing of the organizat ion in as fine a 
manner as the foundation. T h e p r e s e n t L e a g u e 
feels sure that i f this is c a r r i e d out a long the l ines 
of B r o t h e r l y L o v e , as taught by the N e w C h u r c h , 
no better s tructure could he p l a n n e d . 

" S u r e l y such an organizat ion , united with the 
C h u r c h and its teachings , c a n weather a n y storm 
that may arise . T h e fundamental mater ia ls used, 
namely , truth and love, are the best to be found. 
M a y the L e a g u e adhere to them, and when r e p a i r s 
may he needed, use them and not look around for 
a cheaper a n d easier substitute. O n l y by follow­
ing this procedure , and this alone, can our fine 
organizat ion be recognized in heaven and eventu ­
a l l y assume its r ightful place therein . 

G r e e t i n g s and best wishes to a l l who are a s ­
sembled. 

F r a t e r n a l l y y o u r s , 
W I L L I A M J . H A I D , J R . , 

P r e s i d e n t . " 
M r . A l d e n presented the k e y of the box to the 
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P r e s i d e n t of the L e a g u e , a n d a dupl icate key to 
the S e c r e t a r y . T h e s e are to be p a s s e d from P r e s i ­
dent to P r e s i d e n t , a n d from S e c r e t a r y to S e c r e ­
t a r y , for the next fifty y e a r s , " a n d I hope that 
neither of them w i l l he l o s t , " s a i d M r . A l d e n , 

amid laughter , " . . . c e r t a i n l y not b o t h . " T h e 
box is to be p laced in the v a u l t of the T h e o l o g i ­
ca l School at C a m b r i d g e , and the Boston L e a g u e 
was named as "Of f ic ia l G u a r d i a n . " D a n c i n g fol ­
lowed the close of the p r o g r a m . 

C o n v e n t i o n S u n d a y 
(Written by William H . Beales) 

F o r m a n y hundreds of N e w - C h u r c h people , i n ­
deed, for the whole C h u r c h , the s imple t e r m , 
" C o n v e n t i o n S u n d a y , " has a wonderfu l and a 
beautiful significance. I t means far more than 
j u s t the S u n d a y of C o n v e n t i o n — i t stands for the 
highest a n d best i n N e w - C h u r c h communion and 
w o r s h i p . E s p e c i a l l y the m o r n i n g service . T h e r e 
is a l w a y s something about these Convent ion S u n ­
day services w h i c h can never be expressed i n 
words . T h e r e is an upl i f t , a n exal tat ion , w h i c h 
touches the deepest emotions. A s the worshipers 
gather , one is conscious of a sense of expectation, 
a n undertone of quiet, eager ant ic ipat ion . I t 
seems to fill the c h u r c h ; to be present in the v e r y 
a ir . A n d this feel ing grows , and with i t , a sense 
of inner j o y , as the sound of the fami l iar opening 
sentences of the service comes from the c h a n c e l : 
" T h e L o r d is in H i s holy t e m p l e ; let a l l the e a r t h 
keep silence before H i m . " H e r e , indeed, is a 
" N e w - C h u r c h " s e r v i c e ; a service of w o r s h i p a n d 
praise of the R i s e n C h r i s t , the L o r d i n H i s D i v i n e 
H u m a n , as H e is known a n d worshiped by the 
angels on high . O n e feels a k i n to P e t e r , as he 
exclaimed on the M o u n t of T r a n s f i g u r a t i o n , " L o r d , 
it is good for us to be h e r e ! " 

A n d there comes renewed courage and renewed 
confidence. H e r e are other N e w - C h u r c h people 
— h u n d r e d s of them, filled w i t h the same s p i r i t of 
devotion to G o d and H i s C h u r c h . Some have 
come from the l a r g e r city c h u r c h e s ; some from 
the smal ler p a r i s h e s , where p e r h a p s less than a 
score assemble S u n d a y after S u n d a y ; and some 
are present who never hear a N e w - C h u r c h s e r ­
vice from y e a r - e n d to y e a r - e n d , to whom this one 
beautiful service is of inestimable worth. A n d the 
s p i r i t of unity and strength is a w a k e n e d , and the 
consciousness that the work of the L o r d is going 
f o r w a r d , and that whatever the difficulties a n d 
problems, it is a great and glorious privi lege to be 
of the L o r d ' s N e w C h u r c h . 

T h e m o r n i n g sunl ight shines through the beaut i ­
ful windows of the chance l . W e are " a t home , " 
in our own N a t i o n a l C h u r c h . T h e R e v . P a u l 
S p e r r y , the P a s t o r of the W a s h i n g t o n Society , is 

conduct ing the service . H o w w e l l he has selected 
the P s a l t e r for the d a y : " O s ing unto the L o r d 
a new s o n g : s i n g unto the L o r d a l l the e a r t h . " 
A n d how a p p r o p r i a t e the S e l e c t i o n : " F o r Zion's 
sake w i l l I not hold my p e a c e ; and for J e r u s a l e m ' s 
sake I w i l l not r e s t : unt i l the righteousness thereof 
go forth as brightness , and the salvation thereof 
as a lamp that b u r n e t i i . " T h e sermon is de l iv ­
ered by Convention 's guest from overseas , the R e v . 
M r . G o l d s a c k . H i s message is from the book of 
R e v e l a t i o n , that book w h i c h has been c a l l e d the 
" C h a r t e r of the N e w C h u r c h . " H e ta lks of the 
" T r e e of L i f e , " with its m a n y f r u i t s , and its w o n ­
der fu l leaves , given by the L o r d " f o r the heal ing 
of the n a t i o n s . " A n d once again M i s s S e w e l l p r e ­
sides at the organ she loves so w e l l . S u r e l y no 
Convention would be complete, at W a s h i n g t o n , i f 
she were absent. I t is a beauti ful service , a s a t i s ­
f y i n g service , with the c l imax reached as the con­
gregation j o i n s i n the s i n g i n g of those i n s p i r e d 
words of the h y m n : 

" I t c o m e s — t h e breath of G o d — 
T h r o u g h a l l the s k i e s ! 
T o l i v e — t o breathe with H i m , 
A l l souls , a r i s e ! " 

One of the most impressive features of the ser ­
vice was the I n v e s t i t u r e and Consecrat ion of the 
R e v . L o u i s A . D o l e , of B a t h , M a i n e , as G e n e r a l 
P a s t o r of the M a i n e Associat ion . T h i s was espe­
c ia l ly impress ive , due to the fact that one of the 
G e n e r a l P a s t o r s officiating was the father of the 
candidate , the R e v . George H e n r y D o l e . T h e s e r ­
vice closed with the administrat ion of the S a c r a ­
ment of the L o r d ' s S u p p e r . 

A t 4 :30 i n the afternoon, the S a c r e d C a n t a t a , 
" T h e Glor i f ied C h r i s t " was presented in the a u d i ­
torium of the C h u r c h . T h e text of the C a n t a t a , 
w h i c h was a r r a n g e d by the R e v . A n t o n y R e g a m y , 
of the Boston C h u r c h , was read by h im from the 
p u l p i t . D r . R o l l o M a i t l a n d , organist of the P h i l a ­
de lphia C h u r c h , who composed the m u s i c , pres ided 
at the o r g a n ; and M r . A r t h u r Potter conducted. 
M a n y hearty congratulations for a sp lendid p r o ­
duction were accorded those who took p a r t . 
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As usual, the program in the evening was under 
the auspices of the Board of Home and Foreign 
Missions, w i th Hon . Forster W. Freeman presid­
ing . The address of the evening was given by 
the Rev. Samuel O. Weems, of Cambridge, Massa­
chusetts, who told of "some religious difficulties of 

Negro." M r . Weems, who is doing very suc­
cessful work among the Negroes, said, i n p a r t : 

"The greatest difficulty that the Negro faces to-
is that of preserving or holding on to his 

racial identity . To-day, the Negro has l i t t l e love 
for what might str ict ly be called 'Negroid. ' I n 
every possible way he seeks to avoid a l l connec­
tion with and semblance of, Negro l i f e . H e 

es to be like the white people in every way. 
The church l i f e , the schools, the colleges and lodges 
and even the- families, of white people, are more 
ittractive to him than his own. This explains the 
attitude of many of the Negro singers, who much 
prefer to sing the songs of Europe than those of 
A f r i ca—the sp i r i tua l s ! " 

The speaker explained that the reason for this 
:: - like and hatred of what is Negroid , by the 
Negro, was due to the fact that for many cen­
turies the Negro had been taught " w i t h both a 
kind and an iron hand," that the white skin was 

gn of superiority, progress and everything 
worth while, and that the black skin was the sym­
bol of in fer i o r i ty , ignorance, disease, crime, l az i -

- and everything degrading. This "cursed son 
of H a m " doctrine preached by the whites was 
having a deadly effect upon the Negro. 

" I n order to escape this in fe r i o r i ty complex," 
said M r . Weems, "the Negro resorts to cosmetics, 
in some cases, and when he has bleached himself 
- efficiently, he crosses over into the white division 
of the race. He favors the mulatto element in the 
choice of his leaders i n the ministry and the lodges, 
and i f i t is at a l l possible, when be marries, i t is 
among the whites. Needless to say, such practices 
play havoc with the Negro in his religious l i f e . " 
The speaker cited an instance where a Negro 
woman of great promise, who found i t impossible 
to throw off her "color" by the usual means, and 
who could not bear to continue wi th her own peo­
ple, solved the difficulty by tak ing her own l i f e . 

"The second great difficulty which faces the 
_ ro to-day, is learning to appreciate the pr inted 

_ :," continued the speaker. "The Negro be-
es in immediate revelation and inspiration. He 

'a suspicious of any Treacher who comes before 
him with a manuscript. H e is quite certain that 
the L o r d never called that man, nor has anything 
to do wi th his preaching. This attitude seems to 
have grown out of the religious experiences as 
slaves. For this reason, the i l l i terate preacher, 
who jus t talks to the people, has an advantage 

P C I the literate and educated, who may use notes 
or a manuscript. The Negro does not take to the 

printed page. He has few books and reads very 
l i t t l e . Fie has not awakened to the fact that the 
L o r d works through the pr inted page, the colleges 
and the l ibrar ies . " 

The difficulty of connecting religion and i n ­
dustry in the mind of the Negro was also stressed. 
Industry has no place in his rel igion. The hea­
venly l i f e , to the Negro, consists i n singing hymns 
and p lay ing on golden harps. A f t e r death he is 
going to be granted everything he desires, without 
any effort on his part . Therefore, the Negro does 
not establish industries among his own people, but 
must go to the white race for employment. When 
the speculative element among the Negroes wants 
to make some "quick money," i t goes into the 
M i n i s t r y . The Negro M i n i s t r y is consequently 
ridden wi th many who go about establishing 
churches in vacant stores. 

I n the Wr i t ings of Swedenborg could be found 
the cure for many of these conditions. I n these 
Wri t ings the Negro is assured that he need not 
go out of his own race i n order to secure equality 
with the whites. Also, that the L o r d works through 
the pr inted page, and that there can be no heaven, 
here or hereafter, without useful service to others. 
M r . Weems has been commissioned by the Board 
of Missions to call on Negro educational ins t i tu ­
tions, to introduce the Wri t ings of the New 
Church. 

The Rev. W i l l i a m R. Reece, of Port land, Ore­
gon, spoke vigorously on the " F o r w a r d Movement 
in the Great Northwest . " He told of the N o r t h ­
west Conference, which now meets annually, and 
pointed to promising signs of steady growth. The 
Rev. Leslie Marshal l described the Mission 
Board's plan for raising fund through the sale 
of used postage stamps. 

The annual contribution of the National A l l i ­
ance of New-Church Women, gathered by means 
of the "mite-boxes," was made by the President 
of the All iance, M r s . H e n r y T . Kent , of Phi la ­
delphia. The contribution this year amounted to 
$859.00. I t was received by the Rev. Charles 
I I . Kuenzl i , and consecrated at the altar. The 
electrical presentation of " H e was born too soon," 
and a brief address, using the " T a l k i n g Book," 
concluded the evening's program. 

(Further Convention Reports in next issue.) 

Affirmation 
THOU ART MY HIDING PLACE AND MY 

SHIELD: I HOPE IN THY WORD.—Psalm cxlx. I 14. 

W H E N the L o r d is with any one H e leads h im, 
and provides that whatever befalls h im, whether 
sad or j o y f u l , shall t u r n to his good. This is the 
Divine providence.—(A. 6203.) 
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B e l l s a n d P o m e g r a n a t e s 

A S I go about the city , I am continually 
mee ting men who. wear little badges upon 

the left lapel of their coats. These badges tell 
me a story. I know from them that a man is 
a Shriner , or a F r e e - M a s o n , a K n i g h t of C o l -
lumbus, or a member of some other order. 

I n other places I find young men and women 
wearing special pins or rings that indicate 
membership of some college fraternity or 
sorority. A l l these persons are very proud of 
possessing the jeweled evidences of their so­
cial standing. T h e y would no more think of 
appearing in public without them than I should 
in driving an automobile without license plates. 

I n the Bible we read of badges and decora­
tions commanded by the L o r d to be worn. I n 
the Old Testament we read of the special robes 
Moses was commanded to make for the high 
priest. On one blue robe there was to be a 
fringe of golden bells and pomegranates. T h e y 
r a n alternately around the lower end of his 
robe. Only the high priest might wear them. 
T h e r e were many other priests in the land, but 
only the high priest might wear those special 
decorations. I n that respect he belonged to a 
fraternity with a membership of one. Almost 
e very day he wore that special robe. 

B u t these bells and pomegranates meant 
something more than mere decoration. H a v e 
vou ever realized that a bell is a symbol of 
truth? A bell cannot tell a lie. T h e C h u r c h 
hells r ing out the hour of worship, or an alarm 
of fire, or perhaps a message of public re jo ic ­
ing. T h e i r message is always a proclamation 

of some form of t ruth . E v e n the door-bell and 
the telephone bell are tellers of truth . One an ­
nounces the a r r i v a l of someone at the door. 
T h e other tells me I am wanted at the 'phone. 
A p a r t from its misuse by mischevous or ineffi­
cient people, the bell always tells the truth . A n d 
the H i g h Priest of I s r a e l wore that fringe of 
golden bells as a reminder to himself and to all 
the people that the L o r d desires everyone at all 
times to speak the truth . 

A l l of you probably know the pomegranate, 
a fruit something like an apple, full of seeds 
enclosed in a red fleshy tissue. I t was one of 
the favorite fruits in I s r a e l , and is often men­
tioned in the Bible. I t was and is a symbol of 
loving neighborly deeds. I t will grow in all 
warm countries, and is now plentiful in Mexico 
and in our southern states. I t was probably 
the most beautiful fruit known to the Israelites. 
T h e y ate the pulp, drank the juice , and even 
used the rind for medicine. 

T h e H i g h Priest wore these bells and pome­
granates as symbols of the two great principles 
of l i f e — t r u t h and love; and when the people 
heard the sound of the golden bells and saw the 
beautiful embroidery in which the pomegranates 
were represented they were reminded of these 
two great things, t ruth in all things, love in 
every act . 

Y o u and I can wear those bells and pome­
granates, not on our dress, but in our hearts 
and in our lives, shewing to all men the beauty 
of holiness, and the grace and truth of a C h r i s t ­
like life. 
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Highways and B y w a y s 
By C. S. C. 

The John Wesley Anniversary 
T h e Methodist C h u r c h celebrated with due 

honors on M a y 24th the 200th anniversary 
of the " h e a r t - w a r m i n g " that J o h n Wesley 
experienced at Aldersgate, M a y 24, 1738. D r . 
Albert C . Dicffenbach, editor of the "Rel ig ion 
T o d a y " page of the Boston Transcript ( J a n u ­
ary 8 ) , wrote as follows of this turning point 
in the life of the founder of Methodism: " T h e r e 
and then definitely—something occurred that 
made a difference in Wesley, in the church that 
he did not intend to create, and in the world 
upon which the Methodists have heaped bene­
factions over two round centuries . " T h i s 
writer tells us how John Wesley at twenty-one 
took the advice of his mother, Susanna Wesley, 
and studied theology. 

Commenting upon the importance of this de-
cision in the life of Wesley, he says , " T h e most 
important factor in the perpetuity of religion 
> a reasoned basis of belief and the ability to 
make high argument for the f a i t h . " D r . Dicf ­
fenbach continues, " J o h n Wesley did nothing 
surpassing his work as a theologian. B y means 
of his thinking he wrought his conversions. H i s 
u s a u l t upon the doctrine of predestination 
( with his own doctrine of grace) made an epoch 
in Christendom." 

T h i s able editor is doubtless right in p a y i n g 
high tribute to Wesley's contribution to en­
lightened doctrine. Nevertheless, I cannot help 
thinking that the warm sympathy of J o h n 
Weslcv for his fellow men and his devotion to 

- Master had much to do with those conver­
sions. Doctrine alone would not have touched 
the hearts of thousands of men and women as 
this young preacher did. Doctrine alone would 
not have sent them back to field and forge and 
to E n g l i s h hearths with new hope and j o y . 
J o h n Wesley's preaching and his bother 

rles's hj'mns appealed to the hearts of 
men and women. 

• * * * * 
Glimpses of China—1910 and Now 

As I think of bombs dropping in China to­
on peaceful villages, on homes, in business 

sections, even upon mission schools, I like to 
reread a letter written me in M a y , 1910 by a 
lovely, gifted Chinese g i r l , P i n g H s i a H u , then 
a student at Wcllesley. After graduating from 
college, she went back to her own country, later 
married, and gave herself, I am sure, in ways 
of large service to her family and her country. 
H e r death, in 1931, must have meant poignant 
loss to al l who knew her. I quote from her 
letter, written twenty-eight years ago, on M a y 
29, 1910. 

"The charming Wellesley is more beaut i fu l in May 
than usual. The lake, the hi l ls , the blossoming trees, the 
lovely g i r l s — a l l these are wonders of the w o r l d ! I love 
Wellesley! B u t sometimes i t reminds me of the old, 
dear vi l lage, far in the East, where nature expresses 
itself in mountains and in streams, in woods and in 
fields, and where the elegant ladies and gentlemen live 
in the dark , majestic buildings, while the self-contented, 
happy villagers enjoy the r u r a l atmosphere under the 
trees or by the streams at dayt ime, and ret ire to their 
crude, weatherbeaten houses at n ight . " 

Another Wcllesley graduate, writ ing in the 
A p r i l issue of the Wellesley Magazine, from the 
college in C h i n a with which she is associated, 
tells of how finely their students are " c a r r y i n g 
o n " in spite of the fact that Japanese a ir ­
planes were at that time making daily visits in 
their vicinity (the ra i lroad as their objective) . 
T h i s alumna writes, " T h i s morning I attended 
chapel led by one of our co-ed students. She 
said, 'We must keep faith, hope and love. I f 
J a p a n had not lost her loving heart , she would 
not be in jur ing China . B u t we must keep our 
loving heart, or we will be as guilty as J a p a n . ' " 

Surely , this young Chinese student has 
caught truly the spirit of the gospel teaching 
that out of the heart proceed the issues of life. 
She realizes something of the personal respon­
sibility of a great nation. I feel that beautiful 
P i n g H s i a H u , Wellesley, 1913, would be proud 
of such an attitude in the heart of one of the 
students in war-harassed C h i n a to-day. 

* * * * * 

Of Yeats and Swedenborg 
" W i l l i a m But ler Y e a t s , " " A n At lant ic P o r ­

t r a i t , " by Louise Bogan, in the M a y Atlantic 
Monthly, contains two interesting references to 
Swedenborg. One of these is a reference that 
Y e a t s made to his muse. Miss Bogan says of 
Y e a t s : " H e wrote, in 1923, after receiving from 
the K i n g of Sweden the medal symbolizing the 
Nobel P r i z e : 
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I t shows a y o u n g m a n l i s t e n i n g to a M u s e , w h o 
s t a n d s y o u n g a n d b e a u t i f u l w i t h a g r e a t l y r e in h e r 
h a n d , a n d I th ink as I e x a m i n e i t , T w a s good- looking 
once l i k e that y o u n g m a n , b u t m y u n p r a c t i s e d v e r s e w a s 
ful l of i n f i r m i t y , m y M u s e old as it w e r e , a n d now I a m 
old a n d r h e u m a t i c a n d n o t h i n g to look a t , b u t m y M u s e 
is y o u n g . ' I a m e v e n p e r s u a d e d that she is l i k e those 
A n g e l s in S w e d e n b o r g ' s v i s i o n , a n d moves p e r p e t u a l l y 
' t o w a r d s the d a y s p r i n g of h e r y o u t h . ' " 

L a t e r in her article Miss Bogan writes of 
this unique I r i s h poet, " F r o m youth on, Y e a t s 
has thought to build a religion for himself . " 
After telling of his special interest in teaching 
which attested supersensual experience, or gave 
him a background for those thoughts which 
came to him " f r o m be}rond the m i n d , " she re­
fers to his acquaintance with Swedenborg as 
follows. " H e later studied the Christ ian 
C a b a l a and gradual ly built up , from his own 
findings and from the works of B lake , Sweden­
borg, and Boehme, his theories of visionary 
and spiritual t r u t h . " 

* * * * * 
Books With Biblical Titles and Others 

T h r e e distinctive books that draw their titles 
or their inspiration from the Bible arc the fol­
lowing: Thomas Mann's " J o s e p h in E g y p t , " 
(the third in his Joseph cycle) ; " H e a r k e n u n ­
to the Voice , " a novel centering round the life 
of the prophet Jeremiah, written by F r a n / . 
W c r f e l ; and " G o l i a t h , " which the critics tell 
us is an impressive account of I t a l y under 
F a s c i s m — t h i s last book, by G . A . Borgese, 
one which Lewis Mumford describes as an " e n ­
lightening book for al l men of good w i l l . " I 
have not made the acquaintance of any of 
these three, except through the reviewers. T h e 
Joseph tri logy of Thomas M a n n sounds re­
markable but formidable. " J o s e p h in E g y p t , " 
is said to be a great book, a book for deep 
thinkers, I judge, but not for al l . 

" J o h n of the M o u n t a i n s " (the unpublished 
journals of John M u i r ) , will appeal to lovers 
of out-of-doors, especially those who have visi ­
ted the M u i r Woods in the vicinity of S a n 
F r a n c i s c o , and those who have read of the 
M u i r Glacier in A l a s k a . " C h r i s t i a n i t y and 
S e x , " by R i c h a r d C. Cabot, M . D . , deserves the 
commendatiort the reviewer gave it in The New 
Christianity, ( W i n t e r , 1 9 3 8 ) . Refreshing 
books, offering different scenes and stimulating 
thoughts, are " H e l e n Kel ler 's J o u r n a l , 1936-
1937 , " giving an account of her travels abroad, 

following the death of her great teacher, Anne 
Sullivan M a c y ; " C i t y of B e l l s , " by El izabeth 
Goudge; " N e w Roads in Old V i r g i n i a , " by 
Agnes Rothery , and " B u i l d Y o u r Own F u t u r e , " 
by D a v i d Seabury (New Y o r k . Frederick A . 
Stokes C o . ) " J o h n Wesley and Modern R e ­
l igion, " by Umphrey L e e , would be appropriate 
for this Wesley Anniversary year . T h e fact 
that Swedenborg and Wesley were contempo-

. rarics , should be of special interest to New-
Churchmen and Methodists alike. 

Coast - to - Coast Program 
W e are requested to i n f o r m our readers that on 

S u n d a y , J u n e 12th, 10:00 to 10 :30 A . M . d a y l i g h t 
time, a N e w - C h u r c h broadcast w i l l be g iven under 
the auspices of the C o l u m b i a B r o a d c a s t i n g C o a s t -
to -Coast " C h u r c h of the A i r " network p r o g r a m . 
I t is p l a n n e d to use selections from the new C a n ­
tata , " T h e Glor i f ied C h r i s t , " b y D r . R o l l o F . 
M a i t l a n d . T h e R e v . C h a r l e s W . H a r v e y w i l l 
read the S c r i p t u r e lesson a n d the R e v . J o h n W . 
S t o c k w e l l w i l l give a n address on the s u b j e c t 
" S w e d e n b o r g and W o r l d P e a c e . " 

N e w - C h u r c h people i n various cities should ask 
their local station to secure a hook-up w i t h this 
interest ing broadcast . 

Stat ion W C A U , P h i l a d e l p h i a , P a . , w i l l feed the 
p r o g r a m to Stat ion W A B C (the key station of the 
n e t - w o r k ) in N e w Y o r k C i t y . W C A U , however , 
has another commitment for that p e r i o d , so far 
as its own transmiss ion is concerned. T h e r e f o r e , 
the readers of T H E M E S S E N G E R a r c advised to 
tune in on W A B C , N e w Y o r k C i t y or the C o l u m ­
bia S y s t e m S t a t i o n in some other city but not on 
W C A U , P h i l a d e l p h i a . T h i s , of course, is impor ­
tant as we do not w a n t people t r y i n g to get W C A U 
and being disappointed . . 

B O O K R E V I E W 

W O N D E R F O O T P R I N T S : Stories about H e a v e n for 
C b i l d r c n . S i g r i d O . Sigstedt . I l l u s t r a t e d . B l a e t z 
B r o s . , I n c . , F o x C h a s e , P a . 46 pp. $1 .00 . 

A t C h r i s t m a s time we bad the pleasure of r e a d ­
ing a new book, w r i t t e n by M r s . S i g r i d O . S i g ­
stedt. I t w e l l deserves wide c irculat ion among 
the c h i l d r e n for w h o m it is especia l ly w r i t t e n , 
N e w - C h u r c h c h i l d r e n . T h e r e have been very few 
hooks for that p a r t i c u l a r audience. W e , who have 
N e w - C h u r c h chi ldren to br ing up, should be grate ­
ful for each opportunity to p lace before them i n 
a n attract ive m a n n e r , what after a l l we consider 
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h i g h l y important for them to k n o w , something 
about our teachings a n d beliefs . 

" W o n d e r F o o t p r i n t s " is the story of a l itt le 
g i r l , about s ix y e a r s o ld , who goes w i t h her U n c l e 
T h c o p h i l u s on s e v e r a l j o u r n e y s i n the path of 
S w e d e n b o r g , the " w i s e m a n , " a n d his angel guide, 
to vis i t the people of the G o l d e n , S i l v e r , C o p p e r 
and I r o n Ages . S u c h of the Memorable Relat ions 
deal ing with those ages as are interest ing to c h i l ­
dren are given in d i r e c t quotation. T h e e x p l a n a ­
tions a n d the " s t o r y " about the l itt le g i r l d r a w 
the chi ld 's attention to the accounts from S w e d e n ­
borg w h i c h it is the real purpose of the book to 
present . O u r s i x - y e a r - o l d was much pleased w i t h 
and interested by the book. T h i s story is a c h a r m ­
ing p r e p a r a t i o n for the direct r e a d i n g which older 
chi ldren c a n do. 

" W o n d e r F o o t p r i n t s " is now on sale at N e w -
C h u r c h book-stores, and should be made avai lable 
by the G r a n d m o t h e r s and A u n t s to a l l ch i ldren 
with enough N e w - C h u r c h background to receive 
the book s y m p a t h e t i c a l l y . 

C O R N E L I A H I N K L E Y H O T S O N . 

E r r a t u m 
W e have the fol lowing communication from the 

R e v . C h a r l e s W . H a r v e y : 
I n the record of the report of the Book of Wor­

ship Committee ( M E S S E N G E R , p. 316 , M a y 18th) 
to the C o u n c i l of M i n i s t e r s , the unders igned is 
quoted as " C h a i r m a n " instead of S e c r e t a r y . T h e 
R e v . L o u i s G . H o e e k is the C h a i r m a n a n d a l l the 
work of the revision hitherto has been done under 
his general direct ion . 

U n d e r " t h e second item of b u s i n e s s " also, the 
report of the Conjugial Love Committee , the name 
of M r . H o e e k has been omitted. H e is C h a i r m a n 
also of this Committee, fo l lowing the late R e v . 
H . C l i n t o n H a y . T h e whole of the a c t u a l w o r k 
of the Committee moreover, has been done by M r . 
W u n s c h as translator and M r . H o e e k as reviser 
of the former translat ion work which is now r e ­
placed with the final vers ion . T h e S e c r e t a r y has 
been only the d r i v i n g force to keep the Committee 

gi ther unt i l the finished w o r k — " A new e r a in 
the t r a n s l a t i n g of S w e d e n b o r g , " as the C h a i r m a n 
describes i t — c o u l d be brought to completion. 

NEWS OF THE CHURCH 

P H I L A D E L P H I A 
T h e Q u a r t e r l y M e e t i n g of the P h i l a d e l p h i a S o c i e t y 

postponed f r o m its r e g u l a r date i n A p r i l , u n t i l M a y 
12th, so that the R e v . a n d M r s . G o l d s a c k of E n g l a n d 
might be w i t h us . T h e L a d i e s A i d A s s o c i a t i o n s e r v e d , 
H they a l w a y s do, a most de l ic ious a n d b o u n t i f u l d i n n e r . 

A t the business meet ing M r . H a r v e y p r e s e n t e d the 

f o l l o w i n g n a m e s for e lect ion into m e m b e r s h i p i n o u r 
S o c i e t y : 

H a r o l d B o e r i c k e , J r . , M r s . K . E s c h e i n a n n , M i s s L o u i s e 
L a c h e n l e y , a l l b y c o n f i r m a t i o n ; M r . C . T . M i t c h e l l , b y 
t r a n s f e r ; M r . a n d M r s . G r o v e r M c C o n n e l l , r e s t o r e d to 
m e m b e r s h i p ; a n d M r s . C l a r a M i n n e r a n d M r . a n d M r s . 
L u c i u s S . C o l e . 

M o s t i n t e r e s t i n g r e p o r t s f r o m , a n d i m p r e s s i o n s of, 
C o n v e n t i o n w e r e g i v e n b y M r . G o l d s a c k , M r . H a r v e y , 
M i s s B e a t r i c e M c G e o r g e a n d M r . D a v i d J o h n s o n . I t 
w a s v e r y p l e a s a n t to have a n u m b e r of our E r a n k f o r d 
f r i e n d s a t this m e e t i n g . T h e a t t e n d a n c e at the Q u a r ­
t e r l y M e e t i n g s d u r i n g the p a s t y e a r has been u n u s u a l l y 
good. 

O n S a t u r d a y , M a y 21st, the L e a g u e held its first 
S p r i n g C a r n i v a l . F r o m 3 to 10 P.M., as the v e r y a t t r a c ­
tive s igns to ld u s , a n y o n e f r o m five to n inety - f ive c o u l d 
have the best k i n d of a good t i m e , a n d we t r u l y d i d ! 
T h e s i d e - s h o w s w e r e m a r v e l o u s — f r o m the flea c i r c u s to 
the f a s c i n a t i n g s n a k e - c h a r m e r ; a n d the two f o r t u n e ­
te l lers w e r e k e p t b u s y t i l l c l o s i n g t ime . T h e m u s i c a l 
s k e t c h , " S w e e t h e a r t s on P a r a d e , " w r i t t e n a n d g i v e n b y 
L e a g u e r s , w a s d e l i g h t f u l — t h e m u s i c , songs a n d d a n c i n g 
be ing g i v e n w i t h b e a u t y a n d g r a c e . 

T h e L e a g u e expects to g ive a n o t h e r C a r n i v a l next 
y e a r . T h o s e who d i d n ' t a t t e n d this y e a r s u r e l y m u s t 
not m i s s the event a g a i n . I t w a s d e c i d e d l y w o r t h w h i l e . 

O u r L e a g u e p l a n n e d a hot -dog r o a s t for S a t u r d a y , 
M a y 2 8 t h ; a n d on J u n e 4 th , the L e a g u e s p o n s o r e d a n 
o l d - f a s h i o n e d S u n d a y - s c h o o l p i c n i c , to w h i c h the whole 
c o n g r e g a t i o n w a s i n v i t e d . 

M r s . G i d e o n B o e r i c k e i n v i t e d the L a d i e s A i d A s s o ­
c i a t i o n to hold its J u n e m e e t i n g , the l a s t for this season , 
at h e r lovely home " D e e p d e n e , " W y n n e w o o d , P a . , on 
T u e s d a y , J u n e 7th. R . E . L . 

Coming Event 
T h e regular monthly meeting of the B o a r d of 

D i r e c t o r s of S w e d e n b o r g F o u n d a t i o n , I n c . , w i l l be 
held at 51 E a s t 42nd Street , N e w Y o r k C i t y , on 
M o n d a y , J u n e 13, 1938, at 4 :00 P . M . 

Personalia 
M i s s E v e l y n K e n t of P h i l a d e l p h i a , has returned 

to the home of her sister M r s . B u r t o n B o y c e , in 
Melrose H i g h l a n d s , where she w i l l probably stay 
throughout the month of J u n e . 

CALENDAR 

J u n e 19. 
The Sending of the Apostles 

( B . W . , p. 511 , see T. C. R., no. 7 9 1 . ) 
S e l . 6 7 : " G r e a t is the L o r d , and g r e a t l y to be 

p r a i s e d . " 
L e s s o n I . D a n . v i i . 7-14. 
A n t h e m X X I , B . W . , p. 3 7 2 : " N o w is come the 

s a l v a t i o n . " 
L e s s o n I I . R e v . xix to v. 16. 
G l o r i a , Benedictus and F a i t h . 
H y m n s ( M a g . ) 2 2 3 : " T h e T r i u m p h a n t Z ion , l i f t 

thy h e a d . " 
220 " J e r u s a l e m , a r i s e . " 
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The Augmentation Fund 
S T A N D S F O R T H R E E V I T A L T H I N G S : 

1. The Encouragement and Assistance of Weak Societies 
2. Reasonable and Reliable Support for Ministers 
3. Help in Supporting Students for the Ministry 

T o Maintain and E x t e n d I t s W o r k I t 

Needs Your Support 
T o those who think o f making a bequest to the Fund, the Treasurer w i l l be pleased to 

furnish suitable forms and to give any advice that may be asked. As State laws w i t h 
regard to wi l ls vary, local counsel in the State of the testator should finally be consulted. 
Make checks payable to A L B E R T P . C A R T E R , Treasurer , and send all correspondence 

to him at 511 B A R R I S T E R S H A L L , B O S T O N 9, M A S S . 

U R B A N A J U N I O R C O L L E G E 
of the General Convention 

P r e l i m i n a r y w o r k for L i b e r a l A r t s , A g r i ­
cu l ture , D e n t i s t r y , L a w , T h e o l o g y , Medic ine , 
Pharmacy, Education and Engineering. Special 
courses also in the study of the W o r d and the 
W r i t i n g s . Freshmen and Sophomore years. 
For information address, 

Rev . Russel l E a t o n , President 
Urbana, Ohio 

Commemoration Edition 
S W E D E N B O R G , 

L I F E AND T E A C H I N G 
B y George Trobridge 

U s e t h i s book d u r i n g the p r e s e n t ce lebrat ion of the 
250th A n n i v e r s a r y of S w e d e n b o r g ' s b i r t h to i n t r o d u c e 
h i m to n e w r e a d e r s . A book of 3'43 pages, h a n d s o m e l y 
bound i n s e m i - l i m p imitat ion l e a t h e r c o v e r s , gilt letter­
i n g , r o u n d e d c o r n e r s , for 25 cents per copy, postpaid . 

O u r r e g u l a r paper-bound e d i t i o n of t h i s book, 
10 cents p e r copy, postpaid . 

O r d e r a q u a n t i t y for j u d i c i o u s d i s t r i b u t i o n . 

Swedenborg Foundation Incorporated 
51 East 42nd St. N e w Y o r k , N . Y . 

T H E M E S S E N G E R 
is the official organ of the 

CONVENTION 
and the special news servant 

of the 
C H U R C H 

Help the Church by subscribing to 
T H E M E S S E N G E R 

Keep in touch with the external 
organization of the Church 

Three dollars per annum 

T H E N E W - C H U R C H 
T H E O L O G I C A L S C H O O L 

48 Quincy St., Cambridge, Mass. 

A three-years' course preparing for the m i n ­
istry. 

Courses by correspondence in the Theology 
o f the New Church, and in Spir i tual I n ­
terpretation o f the Scriptures. 

For information apply to 
F r a n k l i n H . Blackmer, President 

B O A R D O F M I S S I O N S 
O F T H E 

General Convention 

OURS is peculiarly a missionary church so 
that the uses of this Board require wide 

and intensive act ivity . Y o u r Board is com­
posed o f individuals thoroughly acquainted w i t h 
the task before i t , and who devote much time 
and energy to their duties. He lp them carry 
on. Suggestions invited. 

L L O Y D A . F R O S T , Treasurer 
C A M B R I D G E T R U S T C O . 

C A M B R I D G E , M A S S . 

H o n . F o r s t e r W . F r e e m a n P r e s i d e n t 
P a u l S p e r r y V i c e - P r e s i d e n t 
L e s l i e M a r s h a l l G e n e r a l S e c r e t a r y 

94 A r l i n g t o n A v e . , H a w t h o r n e , N . J . 

C H A P E L H I L L S C H O O L 
( F o r m e r l y c a l l e d W a l t h a m S c h o o l for G i r l s ) 

Waltham, Massachusetts 

A B o a r d i n g a n d D a y S c h o o l c o n t r o l l e d b y N e w -
C h u r c h T r u s t e e s . P u p i l s a c c e p t e d ages 5 to 1 9 ; sep­
a r a t e homes for older a n d y o u n g e r g i r l s . Col lege 
P r e p a r a t o r y a n d G e n e r a l c o u r s e s i n U p p e r S c h o o l . 
O u t d o o r sports . F o r catalogue, a d d r e s s 

P H I L I P E . G O O D H U E 
Principal 

L Y N N N E I G H B O R H O O D H O U S E 
A S S O C I A T I O N 

Contributions solicited 
Help us serve the Children 

B E R T H A M . W H I T M A N , T r e a s u r e r 

109 Walnut Avenue, Roxbury 19, Mass. 
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