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A n o t h e r G r e a t A n n i v e r s a r y 

TH E t h o u g h t s of n e a r l y a l l New Churchmen 
have been d i rec ted , d u r i n g the p a s t few 

months , t o the t w o h u n d r e d and fiftieth a n n i 
versary of the b i r t h of E m a n u e l Swedenborg. 
T h e celebrat ion o f t h a t ann iversary secured a 
wide p u b l i c i t y a n d readers and lovers of the 
works of the g r e a t Swedish seer have been 
g r e a t l y encouraged by the wor ld -wide recogni 
t i o n of his genius. 

Other churches, however, also have been cele
b r a t i n g anniversaries . T h e twelve m i l l i o n 
Method is ts t h r o u g h o u t the w o r l d have been 
commemorat ing the two h u n d r e d t h anniversary 
o f J o h n Wesley 's s p i r i t u a l b i r t h d a y . W h a t 
has been described as "one o f the most famous 
rel igious conversions since t h a t o f S t . P a u l " 
was recorded by Wesley immediate ly a f t e r he 
had experienced i t . 

" I n the evening I went v e r y u n w i l l i n g l y t o a 
society i n A ldersgate Street , where one was 
read ing L u t h e r ' s preface t o the Epistle to the 
Romans. A b o u t a q u a r t e r before nine, while 
he was descr ib ing the change which God works 
i n the h e a r t t h r o u g h f a i t h i n C h r i s t , I f e l t m y 
hear t s t r a n g e l y warmed. I f e l t I d i d t r u s t i n 
C h r i s t , C h r i s t alone f o r s a l v a t i o n ; and an as
surance was given me t h a t H e h a d taken away 
my sins, even mine, and saved me f r o m the law 
o f sin a n d death . I began t o p r a y w i t h a l l m y 
m i g h t . . . . " 

Before this " h e a r t w a r m i n g " Wesley had 

been f o r twelve years an A n g l i c a n c l e r g y m a n , 
v e r y unsuccessful and very much discouraged 
and depressed. A f t e r his conversion he be
came the most effective preacher o f modern 
t imes, and out of his life 's w o r k arose one of 
the s trongest C h r i s t i a n o rgan iza t i ons . 

M a n y of our readers w i l l know t h a t between 
Swedenborg and Wesley there was some cor re 
spondence. W h i t e i n his Biography of Sweden
borg, and speaking of the l a t t e r ' s l i f e i n 1771, 
wrote the f o l l o w i n g : 

H i s m i n d a t this t ime was d r a w n t o W e s l e y ; 
he had sent h im a copy of his "Vera Christiana 
Religio," and towards the end of F e b r u a r y a d 
dressed h i m t o th i s ef fect : 

Sir.—I have been informed in the World of 
Spirits, that you have a strong desire to con
verse with me. I shall be happy to see you, if 
you will favour me with a visit. 

E m a n u e l Swedenborg. 
Wesley received the note whi ls t i n conclave 

w i t h his preachers a r r a n g i n g c i r c u i t s . H e 
perused i t w i t h manifest astonishment , and 
a f t e r a pause read i t a loud and went on t o 
confess, t h a t he had cherished a s t r o n g desire 
t o see and converse w i t h Swedenborg, b u t had 
mentioned his wish t o no one. 

Wesley was a slave of the c l o c k — a remorse
less devotee t o method . D r . Johnson said, 
" J o h n Wesley's conversat ion is good, b u t he is 
never a t leisure. H e is a lways obl iged t o go 
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a t a c e r t a i n h o u r . T h i s is v e r y disagreeable t o 
a man who loves to f o l d his legs and have o u t 
his t a l k , as I d o . " Wesley m i g h t b u r n w i t h 
desire t o see Swedenborg, b u t he must be f a i t h 
f u l t o his engagements. H e there fore w r o t e , 
t h a t he was closely occupied i n p r e p a r i n g f o r 
a six months ' j o u r n e } ' , b u t w o u l d w a i t u p o n h i m 
on his r e t u r n to L o n d o n . Swedenborg answered, 
t h a t the proposed v i s i t w o u l d he too l a t e , as 
he should enter the S p i r i t u a l W o r l d on the 
2 9 t h of the next m o n t h , M a r c h , never more t o 
r e t u r n . Wesley remained unmoved : he fu l f i l l ed 
his p r o g r a m , and Swedenborg h i s ; consequently 
they never met . 

A . W . 

Predestination 
T N the ear ly p a r t o f the fifth c e n t u r y there 

commenced a discussion on the freedom o f 
the h u m a n w i l l and the a b i l i t y o f a l l men t o 
seek and a t t a i n sa lva t i on . T h e discussion was 
between Pelagius and A u g u s t i n e , and the i r f o l 
lowers ma inta ined i t t h r o u g h several genera
t i ons . A u g u s t i n e won the d a y and out o f the 
theo log ica l conf l ict emerged the d o c t r i n e of 
Predes t inat i on — " t h e eternal decree of God 
whereby ' the elect ' are foreordained t o salva
t i o n . " T h i s implies also the doc t r ine called 
R e p r o b a t i o n whereby a l l the non-elect a re fore 
ordained t o p e r d i t i o n . 

F o r many centuries the d o c t r i n e of Predes
t i n a t i o n was tenaciously held b y the m a j o r i t y 
o f C h r i s t i a n s . A f t e r the R e f o r m a t i o n i t f o r m e d 
p a r t of the theo logy o f C a l v i n . G r a d u a l l y i t 
fe l l i n t o disuse i n n e a r l y a l l re l ig ious c o m m u n i 
ties, t h o u g h the Presbyter ians have held t o i t , 
i n t h e o r y , down to the present day . A t the 
recent General Assembly of the P r e s b y t e r i a n 
C h u r c h i t was voted t o o m i t t w o sections of i ts 
confession o f f a i t h which some speakers said 
formed the cornerstone o f the C h u r c h code. 

T h e sections o m i t t e d concerned the predes
t i n a t i o n of man by d iv ine elect ion. T h e y -were 
c r i t i c i z e d b y several ministers as an " o v e r s t a t e 
m e n t " of the S c r i p t u r e whi ch "keeps our m i n 
isters c o n s t a n t l y on the defensive." 

T h e two sections voted out r e a d : 
" B y the decree of G o d , f o r the man i f e s ta t i on 

of H i s g l o r y , some men and angels are predes
t ined u n t o ever last ing l i f e a n d others f o r e o r 
dained t o ever last ing death . 

" A n d t h e i r number is so c e r t a i n and definite 
t h a t i t cannot be either increased o r d i m i n 
ished. " 

T h e decision t o omi t these clauses was 
reached b y a vote o f 151 t o 130. T h e churches 
have ye t to vote on i t ; and revisions of the 
confession of f a i t h do n o t become law1 u n t i l 
r a t i f i e d b y a three - f our ths m a j o r i t y of the 
Presbyter ies . 

Swedenborg w r o t e a t some l e n g t h u p o n the 
sub jec t of p r e d e s t i n a t i o n . Those o f our read 
ers who are interested i n the sub jec t should 
read Divine Providence, 330 , i n whi ch he says 
t h a t predes t inat i on except t o heaven is con
t r a r y t o D i v i n e l ove ; and he calls the doc t r ine 
of p redes t ina t i on a cruel heresy. 

One of the chief fac tors i n the tremendous 
appeal made b y the teachings o f J o h n Wesley 
l a y i n the c o n t r a d i c t i o n of the idea t h a t any 
man was destined t o p e r d i t i o n by D i v i n e decree. 
"Whosoever w i l l m a y come" was the keynote of 
Wesley's p reach ing . 

T h e s c r i p t u r a l basis f o r the idea of predes
t i n a t i o n is f o u n d i n Paul ' s Epistle to the 
Romans, v i i i . 29 -30 . " F o r whom he d i d f o re 
know, he also d i d predest inate to be conformed 
t o the image o f his Son, t h a t he m i g h t be the 
firstborn among m a n y b r e t h r e n . Moreover 
whom he d i d predest inate , them he also c a l l e d ; 
and whom he cal led , them he also j u s t i f i e d ; and 
whom he j u s t i f i e d , them he also g l o r i f i e d . " I n 
th i s s tatement there is l i t t l e or n o t h i n g to j u s 
t i f y a belief in the d a m n a t i o n o f the m a j o r i t y 
o f m a n k i n d . A n d i n c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h Paul ' s 
words should be read those of one immeasur
ably g r e a t e r ; " H i m t h a t cometh u n t o me I 
w i l l in no wise cast o u t . " 

A . W . 

General Confession Useless 
O N E who merely acknowledges in a general way 

that he is a sinner, thus making himself gui l ty of 
a l l evils, and does not examine himself, but re
mains b l ind to his sins does indeed make confes
sion, but not a repentance-confession, for his l i fe 
continues as i t was before.—(A. 8370.) 
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T h e C o m i n g of the L o r d i n the C l o u d s 
By Klaas Leo Peters 

T P H E statement t h a t the L o r d w i l l come " i n 
the c l ouds" is made in three Gospels, Mat

thew, Mark; and Luke, and i n the book of Reve
lation. T h e L o r d pre d i c t e d t h a t m a n y th ings 
w o u l d happen . Jerusalem would be o v e r t h r o w n , 
the temple would be t o r n down, w i t h n o t one 
stone l e f t on a n o t h e r ; there would be wars and 
rumors of w a r s , disasters of d i f ferent k i n d s , 
false Chr is ts w o u l d appear , teach ing false doc
tr ines i n the name of the L o r d . E v e n the sun, 
moon and stars would f a l l t o e a r t h and the 
w o r l d would come to an end. 

M a n y times since then people have pred i c t ed 
t h a t the t ime was a t hand f o r those words t o be 
fu l f i l l ed . N o w aga in we hear preachers i n d i f 
ferent places t e l l i n g us t h a t the end of the 
w o r l d is near, the j u d g m e n t is about t o f a l l and 
we should be p r e p a r e d t o meet our God . W i t h 
this last a d m o n i t i o n we can a l l h e a r t i l y agree. 
I t is never out of o rder , o r too soon t o p r e p a r e 
f or the t ime when our L o r d w i l l c a l l us t o o u r 
s p i r i t u a l home. 

As f o r the end of the w o r l d be ing i m m i n e n t , 
we cannot be so sure of t h a t . H a v i n g made a l l 
these pred i c t i ons t o H i s disciples, the L o r d 
added, " V e r i l y , v e r i l y I say u n t o y o u , t h a t this 
generat ion shal l no t pass, t i l l a l l these th ings 
be done . " E v i d e n t l y , t h e n , i n the sense of the 
l e t t e r , the words were t o come t r u e i n the t ime 
of the disciples then l i v i n g . Jerusalem was de
s t r o y e d , so b a d l y ravaged t h a t n o t a b u i l d i n g 
was l e f t , and the temple was demolished, i n the 
year 70 A . D . 

A p o c a l y p t i c language was common, and the 
L o r d employed i t as d i d o ther men of H i s t ime . 
When the w o r l d goes against us, a n d we feel 
t h a t e v e r y t h i n g is g o i n g w r o n g , we s t i l l t u r n 
our t h o u g h t s t o the f u t u r e w i t h hopes t h a t bet -
" i r days are a h e a d ; i f n o t here, then c e r t a i n l y 
in the l i f e t o come. B u t i n the words of the 
L o r d there is another meaning , and the pred i c 
t i o n i n the i n t e r n a l sense is coming t r u e now. 
T h e L o r d is m a k i n g H i s Second C o m i n g as H e 

: H e wou ld . 

W e g a i n new knowledge by e x p a n d i n g the 

knowledge we a l r eady have. I t is m e n t a l l y i m 
possible f o r us to add an e n t i r e l y new t h o u g h t . 
W h a t we l e a r n , necessarily bears some r e l a t i o n 
ship to w h a t we know, and is modified b y i t . I f 
our minds are c l u t t e r e d w i t h false conceptions 
and i m p u r i t i e s , t r u t h s cannot enter , and i n o r 
der t o raise us f r o m t h a t i g n o r a n t and evi l 
s tate the L o r d presents to us t r u t h s c lothed i n 
fa ls i t ies , or h a l f - t r u t h s i n order t h a t we m a y 
unders tand and accept them. T h e l i g h t is t oo 
b r i g h t f o r o u r eyes, and must be modified by 
atmospheres and clouds. T h e sense o f the l e t 
t e r of the W o r d is such a c loud. W e t u r n away 
f r o m heavenly t r u t h s i n t h e i r p u r i t y , o r i f we 
t r y t o see them u n p r e p a r e d we are mere ly 
b l inded by them and so worse off t h a n we were 
before. Heaven ly l i g h t is o f no value t o us t i l l 
we have developed a co r respond ing heavenly 
love. Lnless we p u t i n t o prac t i ce w h a t we l e a r n 
o f the heavenly doctr ines , a mere knowledge of 
the doctr ines w i l l give us a c e r t a i n p r i d e in the 
possession o f heavenly secrets and we w i l l be 
l ike the Pharisee who p r a y e d , 'God , I t h a n k 
Thee, t h a t I am not as o ther men are . ' H e a v 
enly t r u t h s must be adapted t o our var ious 
s p i r i t u a l levels and so are represented by clouds 
of greater o r less density a n d br ightness . 

T h e Bib le has been in f o r m a t i o n f o r t h o u 
sands of years . On first t h o u g h t we m i g h t be 
inc l ined t o t h i n k t h a t i t was completed w i t h 
the last woi-d of the New T e s t a m e n t , b u t new 
t r a n s l a t i o n s are necessary and are be ing made. 
N o t on ly does th i s b r i n g the o r i g i n a l t r a n s c r i p 
t i o n of the W o r d of God t o us in a language 
t h a t we can unders tand be t te r t h a n the t r a d i 
t i o n a l edit ions which use the language o f pas t 
centuries , b u t h i s t o r i c a l research, archeological 
discoveries and the c o o r d i n a t i o n o f s cho lar ly ef
f o r t s b r i n g t o us an u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f B i b l i c a l 
l i t e r a t u r e as a whole, t h a t was n o t possessed b y 
any i n d i v i d u a l w r i t e r i n his own day . I t be
hooves us, then , t o use the best possible t r a n s l a 
t i o n avai lable and not be l i m i t e d too much b y 
b l i n d h a b i t and ancient t r a d i t i o n . 

" T h e W o r d as to the sense o f the l e t t e r is 
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D i v i n e t r u t h in u l t i m a t e s , and since each t h i n g 
there in contains an i n t e r n a l sense, ' c o m i n g i n 
the clouds' means reveal ing H i m s e l f t h r o u g h 
t h a t sense." (A. E. 36 . ) T h e clouds which 
m o d i f y the heavenly l i g h t so t h a t i t w i l l be 
adapted f o r our recept ion , the sense of the l e t 
t e r f r o m which we d r a w our heavenly t r u t h s is 
n o t the o r i g i n a l Hebrew or Greek, which we can 
neither read nor unders tand , b u t the t r a n s l a t i o n 
w i t h which we w o r k . T h i s surely is the " u l t i 
m a t e . " " T h e n shal l they see the Son of man 
coming in the c louds . " 

W h e n we read n . 24 , A. R., " T h a t the L o r d 
w i l l reveal H i m s e l f i n the l i t e r a l sense of the 
W o r d , and w i l l open the s p i r i t u a l sense i n the 
end of the c h u r c h , " we are no t t o unders tand 
t h a t a l l who read the W o r d w i l l now see the 
L o r d make H i s second coming , nor w i l l H e nec
essari ly come to those who read about these 
revelations i n the works of t h a t eminent servant 
of the L o r d , E m a n u e l Swedenborg. " T h i s is 
because no one can see the s p i r i t u a l sense unless 
enlightened b y the L o r d t o see D i v i n e t r u t h s . I t 
is possible f o r a man t o v io la te the s p i r i t u a l 
sense, i f he has a knowledge of correspondences, 
and desires thereby t o examine the W o r d f r o m 
his own inte l l i gence ; since by a few correspon
dences known t o h i m , he m a y p e r v e r t the s p i r i 
t u a l sense and force i t to c o n f o r m t o w h a t is 
fa lse . " (T. C. R. 208 . ) 

W e may c la im t h a t the L o r d is en l ighten ing 
us as to the s p i r i t u a l sense when we read the 
doctr ines , b u t i t requires much more on o u r p a r t 
t h a n a knowledge of doc t r ine to g a i n the s p i r i 
t u a l sense in which the L o r d comes to us. " T h e y 
also who are in fals it ies f r o m evi l , w i l l see H i m . " 
(A. E. 35 . ) Even the evi l s p i r i t s i n hel l m a y 
have heavenly knowledges, the difference be
tween them and the angels being t h a t the evi l 
s p i r i t s use t h e i r knowledge f o r selfish ends, while 
the angels use theirs i n the service of the L o r d 
and the neighbor . W e , here on e a r t h , possess 
ev i l t r a i t s and tendencies of wh i ch we are en
t i r e l y unaware . W e m a y t a k e a secret p r i d e i n 
being t h o u g h t wise, a v e r y common f a i l i n g , and 
i n t h a t case a knowledge of correspondences 
would give us a show o f knowledge not possessed 
b y those who have n o t read Swedenborg. W e 
m a y feel t h a t our p r i d e is pardonab le , i n view 
of the inestimable value of the s p i r i t u a l sense, 

b u t i f we use t h a t knowledge t o b u i l d u p a feel
i n g of s u p e r i o r i t y over our " O l d C h u r c h " 
neighbors , instead of f o r be ing useful i n o u r 
c o m m u n i t y , then th i s knowledge, heavenly 
t h o u g h i t s o r i g i n be, is s t i l l an i n s t r u m e n t of 
ev i l , and w i l l exclude the L o r d r a t h e r t h a n b r i n g 
H i m i n . 

T h e gravest h indrance t o the second coming 
of the L o r d is no t outside of the C h u r c h , b u t 
i n i t . T h e people outside of the C h u r c h can 
have l i t t l e effect, because they do n o t know 
w h a t is g o i n g on , and are n o t v i t a l l y interested. 
Ins ide o f the C h u r c h , however, are those who 
have the power t o make o r break i t , and the 
L o r d cannot come t o a broken C h u r c h . N o 
prob lem can be t oo di f f i cult to solve, no d i sa 
greement can be t oo severe t o settle i f the mem
bers o f the society have love f o r one another 
and a sincere desire t o benefit the C h u r c h . D i f 
ferences i n doc t r ine and i n op in ion as t o m e t h 
ods n a t u r a l l y arise c o n s t a n t l y i n every l a rge 
and active o r g a n i z a t i o n , b u t there are c e r t a i n 
c e n t r a l f u n d a m e n t a l doctr ines on which we a l l 
can and must agree. T w o o f these are s ta ted 
i n A. C. 4 7 2 3 : " T h e r e are two essentials whi ch 
cons t i tu te the c h u r c h , and hence two p r i n c i p a l 
th ings of d o c t r i n e , o n e , — t h a t the L o r d ' s H u 
man is D i v i n e ; the o t h e r , — t h a t love t o the 
L o r d and c h a r i t y t o w a r d the neighbor make 
the c h u r c h , and not f a i t h separate f r o m love 
and c h a r i t y . " W e may accept these doctr ines 
ve rba l l y and repeat them weekly : " W e w o r s h i p 
the One G o d , the L o r d , the Sav iour Jesus C h r i s t 
. . . whose H u m a n i t y is D i v i n e . . . H e g lor i f i ed 
H i s H u m a n i t y . " B u t unless we l ive f r o m d a y 
t o d a y as t h o u g l i we were m o m e n t a r i l y i n H i s 
presence and r e f r a i n f r o m d o i n g every least 
t h i n g t h a t displeases H i m , we are no t a cknowl 
edging H i m as our I n c a r n a t e God Glor i f i ed , ac
c o r d i n g t o Swedenborg's de f in i t ion of t h a t t e r m . 
T h e other d o c t r i n e , t o o , we repeat i n essence 
i n the statement of the F a i t h : " T h i s is H i s 
Commandment , t h a t we love one another as H e 
h a t h loved u s . " S t i l l there are events i n our 
church h i s t o r y t h a t ind icate a g rea ter love f o r 
h o l d i n g to an op in i on t h a n p e r f o r m i n g deeds 
o f c h a r i t y t o w a r d the neighbor . A n instance o f 
th i s is a l e t t e r w r i t t e n years ago by one New 
C h u r c h m a n r e f e r r i n g t o c e r t a i n fel low mem
bers, " T h e y even go so f a r as t o s tate i n t h e i r 
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l e t t e r t h a t they read Swedenborg f o r i n f o r m a 
t i o n a n d n o t f o r a u t h o r i t y . " " A n d so , " c on 
tinues the C h u r c h H i s t o r y , " t h e controversy 
raged . . . i n the per iodica ls and in p r i v a t e 
correspondence." ( " T h e New C h u r c h i n the 
New W o r l d , " p . 192 . ) 

I t is safe t o say, t h a t i n the New C h u r c h 
which the L o r d is es tab l i sh ing on e a r t h t o - d a y 
i n H i s second coming , the love of one member 
f o r another is t oo g r e a t t o p e r m i t a controversy 
to rage. R a t h e r t h a n let the sun go down on 
his w r a t h , every member of the L o r d ' s N e w 
C h u r c h w i l l repent and p r a } 7 the L o r d f o r f o r 
giveness f o r a n y u n c h a r i t a b l e t h o u g h t he m a y 
have enterta ined i n his zeal to u p h o l d the doc
tr ines as he saw them. T h e r e m a y be disagree
ments, b u t there cannot be e n m i t y between those 
who are p r e p a r e d t o receive the L o r d i n H i s 
second coming . " A l l who are i n t r u t h f r o m 
good w i l l acknowledge H i m . " (A. E. 35 . ) T h e 
love is of first impor tance . D o c t r i n e takes sec
ond place, and the doc t r ine is needed on ly as a 
means f o r l e a r n i n g to love. I f a person could 
learn t o love the L o r d and the neighbor w i t h 
out d o c t r i n e , he would need no doctr ines a t a l l . 
T h e highest heaven is where love dominates . 
However , " m a n is o f such a n a t u r e t h a t of h i m 
self he does n o t know w h a t heavenly good is, 
b u t must l earn i t f r o m d o c t r i n e . " (A. C. 3863 . ) 

W e hear men of the C h u r c h discussing m a t 
ters of doc t r ine , and f a i t h and t r u t h and love, 
b u t unless they have begun t o regenerate, they 
are discussing appearances o f t r u t h r a t h e r t h a n 
t r u t h s themselves. A knowledge o f correspon
dences does not guarantee acquaintance w i t h 
s p i r i t u a l t r u t h s . I n the r e g e n e r a t i n g man , love 
f or d o i n g useful th ings is essentially the first 
b o r n , and this is ins inuated by the L o r d f r o m 
w i t h i n the h e a r t and m i n d i n order t h a t i t m a y 
adopt and receive the t r u t h which is i n t r o d u c e d 
t h r o u g h the senses. (A. E. 3863 . ) Unless love 
of the L o r d is present, a l l the doctr ines t h a t 
wc s tudy w i l l be falsi f ied i n o u r minds and the 
L o r d cannot make H i s second c o m i n g t o us. 
" W h e n m a t t e r s o f belief are t h o u g h t t o be more 
i m p o r t a n t t h a n b r o t h e r l y love, difference o f 
op in ion leads t o estrangement and e n m i t y , and 
condemnation, which give a death blow to good 
w i l l . " ( M r . Hoeek i n the New-Church Herald, 
Oct . 2, 1937. ) 

" B e h o l d H e cometh w i t h the c l ouds . " 
" ' B r i g h t c louds ' are the D i v i n e t r u t h veiled i n 
appearances of t r u t h , such as the W o r d is i n 
the l e t t e r w i t h those who are i n t r u t h s . ' D a r k 
c louds ' are D i v i n e t r u t h s covered w i t h fallacies 
and confirmed appearances, such as the W o r d 
is i n the l e t t e r w i t h those who are i n f a l s i t i e s . " 
(A. R. 24 . ) W h e t h e r we are i n t r u t h o r f a l s i t y 
is k n o w n on ly t o the L o r d , b u t i t should be 
increas ing ly evident i n our behavior . I f there 
is greater h a r m o n y i n our C h u r c h now t h a n 
there was i n years gone b y , then we are p r o b 
ab ly a p p r o a c h i n g the " b r i g h t e r c louds . " 

On the lonely i s land of Patmos was an exile 
f r o m the H o l y L a n d . H e looked i n t o the f u t u r e 
and saw a g lor ious vis ion of the L o r d establ ish
i n g H i s C h u r c h , the New Jerusa lem, on e a r t h . 
T h a t t ime is now a t hand . " A t th i s d a y the age 
is consummated, and the L a s t J u d g m e n t is 
establ ished." (A. E. 36 . ) T h e L o r d i n H i s 
D i v i n e Providence has given us the freedom t o 
r e j e c t H i m i f we w i l l , b u t we can, by des i r ing 
i t receive H i m as H e comes to us i f we b u t love 
one another as we read i n the l i g h t o f the doc
t r i n e s , and obey, the l e t t e r o f H i s W o r d . 

" A n d then shal l they see the Son o f man 
c o m i n g i n the c louds . " 

Split Mountain Camp 
The annual Spl i t Mountain Camp w i l l be held 

this year f rom J u l y 31 to August 14. Latest i n 
formation tells that the camp w i l l have M r s . John 
L . Boyer as camp mother, the same cook as last 
year, and a resident nurse. The lecture topic w i l l 
be "Heavenly Star L o r e . " I t w i l l deal w i t h the 
bulk of knowledge f rom the heavenly or angelic 
wisdom concerning stars, their meaning, their i n 
habitants, their significance in the Bible , and many 
like things. Those of you who read this and would 
want to give a New-Church boy or g i r l an oppor
tun i ty to get this wonderful out-door New-Church 
influence, please send your contributions marked 
"campship" to the Association treasurer, M r . W m . 
M . Moody, 725 Spruce St., Berkeley, Cal i fornia. 
We solicit your interest in the younger generation. 

Affirmation 
BEHOLD UPON THE MOUNTAINS THE FEET 

O F HIM THAT BRINGETH G O O D TIDINGS, 
THAT PUBLISHETH PEACE I . . .—Nahum i. 15. 
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C o n v e n t i o n N o t e s 
(Written by William H . Beales) 

M O N D A Y E V E N I N G 

Two very acceptable speakers addressed the 
audience which f i l led the Washington Church audi
torium on Monday evening, the H o n . M a r v e l M . 
Logan, U . S. Senator f rom Kentucky, and the 
Convention's overseas guest, the Rev. S. J . C. 
Goldsack. Ent i re ly different i n tone and treat
ment, the addresses were, nevertheless, splendidly 
coupled i n the principles which underlay each. 
The Rev. Paul Sperry acted as chairman, announc
ing as the opening number the singing of the beau
t i f u l hymn, " L o r d of a l l being, throned a far . " H e 
then introduced M r s . Flora M c G i l l Keefer, who 
sang most pleasingly the solo, " H o w Lovely are 
T h y Dwel l ings , O L o r d of Hosts . " 

I n introducing the f irst speaker, M r . Sperry re
ferred to the decline i n adherence to organized 
religion, as seen i n the wor ld to-day. Those who 
recognized the need of religion among men, were 
concerned over this decline. However, while there 
were these losses, we s t i l l have a strong fa i th in 
the Divine Providence, and in the centainty that 
the w i l l of God w i l l prevail upon earth. 

Senator Logan spoke w i t h conviction and deep 
earnestness. He was greatly concerned over con
ditions in the wor ld , especially as they affected 
religion. Looking the situation over, he was con
vinced that the one great weakness in the Church 
and its teaching was a lack of belief i n eternal 
l i f e . I f men could once be brought to a rea l i 
zation that this l i f e d id not end a l l , but that exist
ence continued on as an endless experience, their 
attitude toward the things of this l i f e would be 
different. They would see the f o l ly of placing too 
great a value upon the things of this wor ld , and 
would give greater heed to the things of eternal 
l i f e . And because of this lack of conviction, many 
things were necessary, which might otherwise be 
done away w i t h . 

"Persons have come to me and protested against 
the expenditure of great sums of money in the 
national defence of the Uni ted States," he de
clared. " T h e y have expressed the belief that we 
should not do anything to protect the country, be
cause this is not necessary. But I have pointed 
out to them the great religious recession which has 
taken place i n the wor ld . There has come what 
is almost a complete stopping of religious growth , 
as taught by Christ . We have seen things happen 
which at one time we never thought possible. We 
have seen Germany abandon its re l ig ion ; we have 
seen Russia go completely socialist; Ethiopia 
overcome; Spain almost destroyed. To-day, the 
only outstanding Christ ian countries are Great 
B r i t a i n and the United States. We see a mad 
nation running amuck, t r y i n g to take over a quarter 

of the population of the wor ld . I f she succeeds, 
we w i l l see the ma jor i ty of the people of the earth 
allied against the rel igion we profess. 

" A n d we see at home, that religion does not 
mean what i t used to mean to us and our fathers. 
Many are alarmed at the prospect which faces us. 
And the question i s : What are we to do? Whose 
faul t is i t? We must look wi th concern at the 
lack of re l ig ion—the religion which Christ came 
into the wor ld to teach." 

The Church had been unable to make men and 
women believe in the D i v i n i t y of Christ , declared 
the speaker. I n the early days He had been wor
shiped as God, " f o r He was God." B u t this be
l ie f had lost ground in the minds of men; this, 
and the conviction that l i fe was eternal. This was 
the reason why the Church had failed in its mis
sion. When Peter had uttered that great confes
sion: " T h o u a r t the Christ , the Son of the L i v i n g 
G o d " the Saviour had completed the greater part 
of His mission. H e had been acknowledged in 
His D i v i n i t y ; He had taught men the great t ruth 
which a l l needed to know. Then He had turned 
H i s face towards Jerusalem, to finish H i s work. 
T h i s — d y i n g upon the cross—was, i n comparison, 
the easiest par t of His mission among men. 

" A n d yet, even after this great confession of 
Peter, what do we f ind?" asked the speaker. 
" E v e n before they reached Capernaum, the 
disciples began arguing among themselves. They 
thought Christ was going to establish a great 
earthly kingdom, and they started to dispute over 
who should sit on His r ight and who on His left 
in .that kingdom. And H e taught them the great 
t r u t h that 'He who would he greatest must be the 
servant of a l l . ' He saw that they had already 
forgotten spir i tual things, and thought only of 
earthly power. A n d we, too, have striven for 
power, and riches, and the things the world calls 
wealth, and have forgotten spir i tual things. We 
have forgotten to raise the standard which He 
raised—love for our fellow men, f a i t h , and the 
desire to serve humanity . " 

The speaker was confident that the w i l l of God 
would ult imately prevai l , but not absolutely. God 
could carry out H i s w i l l only through the co
operation of men and women who became " p a r t 
of G o d " ; who, like Christ , were "closely related 
to the heart of God. " Such men and women were 
needed to put into effect the w i l l of God. I f there 
was fai lure , i t would be because man had failed, 
not God. 

What was the biggest j o b before humanity to
day? To br ing about a state of security, for this 
would best serve the kingdom of heaven on earth. 
There was need for social security and the relief 
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of distress, for in this way men could best find the 
way to eternal l i f e . The wor ld needed a reason
able rel igion, not a rel igion of superstition, and 
Christ had brought such a religion. But theolo
gians had wrapped i t around with many wrappings. 
These must be cut away, that the wor ld might find 
the real Christ . 

" C h r i s t was the very embodiment of God, " de
clared the speaker. " H e was God Himsel f , come 
to br ing a revelation to men; a revelation which 
would show men the way back to heaven. Christ 
d id not come merely to heal the sick, to perfor in 
wonderful miracles, and help the poor and honor 
the r i c h ; H e came to teach men how to find eternal 
l i f e . Suppose we acquire a l l the wealth of the 
w o r l d , only, in a few years, to die, and have i t 
a l l ended—what use w i l l i t all be? I f men would 

only see that there is a heaven for us after we leave 
this wor ld , they would not act as they do to-day." 

" A n d how reasonable such a belief i s ! We know 
that nothing existing i n this wor ld can be com
pletely destroyed. Even science can destroy noth
ing here. Then why believe that the soul can be 
destroyed—that which is the greatest th ing in 
creation? True , we may be disobedient to God, 
and take the consequences, or be obedient and re
ceive the blessing. B u t , i f we t u r n aside, and say, 
I don't want i t , we have ourselves to blame for 
our loss." 

"We can save the w o r l d , and save humanity, i f 
we understand what God is, and what eternal l i fe 
i s , " concluded the Senator. 

Fol lowing the address, M r s . Keefer sang 
Mozart 's beautiful " A l l e l u i a h ! " A i r . Goldsack 
then spoke on, " T h e Way of Sacrifice." 

J o s h u a — T h e W a r r i o r 
. By Emily Hinkley Taft 

AF T E R the death o f Moses, Joshua was 
a p p o i n t e d by the L o r d leader of the 

Israe l i tes . W e first bear of h i m i n Exodus 
x v i i when he f o u g h t against an enemy ear ly 
a f t e r the d e p a r t u r e f r o m E g y p t . I t is w r i t 
t en , " A n d discomfited Amalek a n d bis people 
w i t h the edge o f the s w o r d . " A g a i n as com
panion t o Moses when he went u p i n t o M o u n t 
Sinai t o receive the commandments. L a t e r , 
Joshua was selected as one of the men t o go 
i n t o Canaan t o reconnoiter the l a n d and b r i n g 
w o r d o f i t s possibi l i t ies . H e a n d the other spy , 
Caleb, were the on ly ones who s t a r t e d f r o m 
E g y p t t h a t entered the Promised L a n d . 

T h e book called f o r Joshua has been a t t r i b 
uted t o d i f ferent sources b u t the t r a d i t i o n o f 
the Jews a n d e a r l y Chr i s t ians agree t h a t he 
was the a u t h o r , o r i t was w r i t t e n under his d i c 
t a t i o n . " I t is d i f f i cult to i m a g i n e , " argues one 
commentator , " t h a t any b u t a c o n t e m p o r a r y 
could have w r i t t e n c e r t a i n passages, especially 
the t w o addresses i n chapters x x i i and x x i v 
would appear t o have been c o m m i t t e d t o w r i t 
i n g by Joshua h i m s e l f . " T h e r e are also v i v i d 
touches i n the account of the batt les t h a t be
speak n o t onl } 7 the presence of the w r i t e r bu t 
the act ive p a r t i c i p a t i o n in the conf l ict . 

T r a i n e d b y Moses, deeply persuaded of the 
necessity t o conquer the land l o n g promised to 

the descendants of A b r a h a m and Jacob , Joshua 
entered u p o n bis task w i t h h i g h hopes and re 
l ig ious zeal. T h e encouragement received f r o m 
the L o r d and the Elders of I s r a e l was : " B e 
t h o u s t r o n g and very courageous . " A l s o , an 
angel appeared t o h i m a t Jer i cho w i t h a d r a w n 
sword and announced, " A s c a p t a i n of the host 
of the L o r d am I now come." I t may have 
needed this divine assurance to dispel any mis 
g iv ings on Joshua's p a r t ; f o r there proved to 
be seven ido la t rous nat ions t o fight and over
come. B a a l , the name f o r the sun god , was 
worshipped a l l over Canaan. T h e r e was also 
A s h t o r e t b , the moon goddess; Chemosh, D a g o n 
and m a n y more. T h e r e are said t o be Beven 
deadly sins f o r us t o conquer. These idols s tand 
f o r evils in the w o r l d t h a t must be subdued b y 
re l ig ion and i ts precepts . E v i d e n t l y , Joshua 
represents the church m i l i t a n t . 

I n o u r personal regenerat ion , th i s per i od 
corresponds t o the recogni t i on o f our heredi 
t a r y evils, and our desperate struggles w i t h 
them. T h e acute t e m p t a t i o n stage, when, as 
i f o f ourselves we must fight, ye t d i m l y recog
nize our L o r d ' s help. 

Jer i cho was the first g r e a t v i c t o r y m i r a c u 
lous i n i ts features . W h e n excavators , in the 
la te nineteenth c e n t u r y , d u g u p the r u i n s , be
lieved t o be J e r i c h o , i t was f ound t h a t the 
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wal ls , un l ike o ther c it ies , had all fa l len one 
w a y , whether i n o r o u t , I cannot r e c a l l ; which 
was a s t r o n g c o r r o b o r a t i o n of the B i b l i c a l n a r 
r a t i v e . A n h i s t o r i a n , on some occasion, when 
g i v i n g the g r e a t bat t les o f the w o r l d , men
t ioned B e t h H o r o n , s a y i n g , " I f Joshua had not 
been v i c t o r i o u s over t h a t f ederat ion of k ings 
and t h e i r armies , the Israe l i tes would have 
fa i l ed i n t h e i r a t t e m p t t o conquer C a n a a n . " 

I n r e a d i n g the t e n t h C h a p t e r , we find the 
L o r d cast g r e a t stones f r o m heaven; also, the 
mirac le of the sun and moon s t a n d i n g s t i l l . W e 
know t h a t th i s l a t t e r could n o t have been an 
a c t u a l f a c t on the p h y s i c a l p lane , b u t there 
was an appearance of l i g h t t h a t enabled the 
fighting Israe l i tes t o cont inue u n t i l t h e i r foes 
were a n n i h i l a t e d . I n our own times o f stress 
and danger , we are sometimes made aware o f 
s p i r i t u a l help and heavenly l i g h t . Joshua 
finally succeeded i n the conquest of Canaan and 
g e t t i n g the t r ibes settled i n the i r a l l o t t e d t e r r i 
t o r y . H e was n o t on ly a v i c to r i ous general 
b u t a wise and i m p a r t i a l j u d g e , wh i ch is n o t 
o f ten combined i n one p e r s o n ; f o r the qual i t ies 
o f a soldier r a r e l y blend w i t h those of a l a w 

g iver o r statesman as has been p r o v e d i n some 
o f o u r w a r r i o r p res idents ; they have needed 
sagacious counc i l l ors . 

Joshua , i n his w a y , d i d almost as g r e a t a 
w o r k as Moses, f o r he, also, had t o c o n t r o l a 
t u r b u l e n t people, inc l ined t o i d o l a t r y . M o s t 
o f the t r i b e of D a n , dissatisfied w i t h t h e i r l o t 
and the p r o x i m i t y o f the Phi l i s t ines , t r e k k e d t o 
the nor theas t and sett led there . Perhaps 
t h e i r f a i l u r e t o p e r f o r m the p a r t g iven them b y 
divine a l l o t m e n t , t o ac t f o r a shield against the 
Phi l i s t ines , is the reason, as D r . Theodore F . 
W r i g h t has suggested, t h a t " t h e i r name does 
not appear where the o ther tr ibes are men
t ioned i n the book of Revelations." 

H e r e is a t h o u g h t w o r t h y of care fu l consid
e r a t i o n : W e are a l l p laced b y the L o r d where 
i t is best f o r us and o t h e r s ; i f we f a i l t o f u l 
fill our dest iny wc m a y find our names o m i t t e d 
i n the B o o k of L i f e . I t is h e l p f u l t o read of 
such an heroic soul as Joshua 's . H e so t h o r 
o u g h l y achieved the task assigned h i m b y D i 
vine command. I f we d i d b u t realize i t , our 
p a r t i n the w o r l d , however ins ign i f i cant , is also 
a p p o i n t e d us. 

W h a t I s B u i l d i n g ? 
By the Cleric 

A G B E A T i n t e r n a t i o n a l cr ime is be ing p e r 
p e t r a t e d , and is a p p r o a c h i n g consumma

t i o n . W i t h the f a l l of S h a n g h a i , the g r e a t me
t r o p o l i s of C h i n a , a f t e r a determined, brave , 
and p r o m i s i n g defence, and the press ing f o r 
w a r d of the Japanese a r m y t o w a r d N a n k i n g , 
the nat ion ' s c a p i t a l , one feels the i m p e n d i n g 
doom o f a complete s u b j u g a t i o n of the Chinese 
people b y the i r i s land neighbors . T h a t s u b j u 
g a t i o n is the Japanese ob ject ive is no longer i n 
doubt . D i p l o m a t s have l o n g recognized th i s 
l og i ca l consequence of J a p a n ' s avowed n a t i o n a l 
policies. B u t under one p r e t e x t o r another th i s 
c rue l , c r a f t y and perf idious people have sought 
t o camouflage i t s in tent i ons . T h i s is no longer 
possible. A l l the nat ions o f the w o r l d , except 
such as covet the f r u i t s o f s i m i l a r conquests, 
have p u b l i c l y declared t h e i r conv i c t i on t h a t the 

Japanese invasion of Ch ina is neither mere ly 
p u n i t i v e nor otherwise j u s t , b u t is r a t h e r a w a r 
of aggression f o r the sake >of power and pos
sessions. 

T h i s i n t e r n a t i o n a l cr ime is n o t the first o f 
i t s k i n d . T h e r e are m a n y precedents f o r i t , b u t 
i t is be ing done on a scale, w i t h a ruthlessness, 
and i n defiance o f sacred pledges, such as t o 
move the w o r l d . W h o does n o t weep w i t h 
China? W h o does n o t b u r n w i t h i n d i g n a t i o n 
against these i n v a d i n g h ighwaymen and m u r 
derers? W h o does n o t b lush f o r the selfishness 
and cowardice o f the o n l o o k i n g nat ions whi ch 
f o r b i d a u n i t e d f r o n t t o s tay this u n p r o v o k e d 
and needless s laughter and u p h o l d the r i g h t ? 
H e a v y on the shoulders of so-called C h r i s t i a n 
and enlightened races must rest the responsi 
b i l i t y f o r this and s imi lar c r i m i n a l outbreaks 

402 June 22,1938 



T H E N E W - C H U R C H M E S S E N G E R 

of irresponsible n a t i o n s ! 
Y e t , i n the final analysis* and w i t h o u t lessen

i n g human g u i l t , the respons ib i l i t y is the 
L o r d ' s . T o H i m belongeth omnipotence. H e 
has power to p e r m i t , defer, o r t o s tay the 
m a r c h of conquest. I n the present case, a p p a r 
e n t l y , the L o r d does n o t see fit t o t u r n the 
course o f events. I f the s t a l w a r t men who m i g h t 
and should succor a neighbor " f a l l e n a m o n g 
thieves and l e f t h a l f d e a d " do n o t see fit t o 
render a i d , the L o r d m a y suffer the w r o n g t o 
go i ts l i m i t , l e t t i n g the c a l u m n y rest where i t 
belongs. 

Fr i ends o f C h i n a and lovers of freedom 
everywhere are v i t a l l y interested i n the outcome 
of this s t r u g g l e , and while h o p i n g t h a t r i g h t 
may prove t o be m i g h t , they are compelled t o 
face the poss ib i l i t y t h a t w r o n g m a y t r i u m p h . 
N e w - C h u r c h people have a special reason f o r 
interest i n w h a t is t r a n s p i r i n g i n the E a s t , be
cause i n the next g r e a t rel igious movement of 
which t h e i r doctr ines speak and which indeed 
a lready is shap ing i tse l f , these " g e n t i l e " n a 
t i ons , in the providence o f the L o r d , arc t o p l a y 
a p r o m i n e n t p a r t . I s i t the purpose of t h a t 
omniscient Providence, i n i ts f o r w a r d look , t o 
preserve the freedom of Ch ina , o r t o p e r m i t 
her s u b j u g a t i o n ? T i m e alone can reveal the 
f u l l extent t o which J a p a n w i l l be allowed t o 
g o ; f o r the whole s t rugg le w i l l rest on the 
divine a r b i t r a m e n t , and a t an unexpected mo
ment m a y be b r o u g h t t o an end. B u t a t the 
present t ime the divine decision seems to make 
for s u b j u g a t i o n t o secure in some way a f u t u r e 
good, unseen by us, ye t real and necessary. 

Can we discern a t a l l w h a t the L o r d sees, 
and unders tand w h a t H e is bu i ld ing? Some
t h i n g w o r t h whi le , we m a y be sure, f o r 
Providence i n a l l s t rugg le is construct ive . Some
t h i n g is being erected f o r f u t u r e blessing, some
t h i n g w o r t h y of the h i g h cost. D e s t r u c t i o n is 
always i n c i d e n t a l , never the m a i n purpose of 
the d iv ine government , which rules a l l . 

Should China be able t o r e t a i n her t e r r i t o r y 
and her independence i n spite of her enemies, 
m i g h t we not expect t o see a Ch ina awakened 
and u n i t e d t o a degree u n k n o w n be fore ; a 
China cut. loose f r o m a dead p a s t , p u r i f i e d f r o m 
the dross o f i n t e r n a l dissensions b y the fires o f 
arfl iction, welded i n the heat of common suffer

i n g and sacrifice f o r n a t i o n a l defence i n t o a 
single nat ion? W o u l d we n o t welcome f o r China 
a broader , more scientif ic , and more diversif ied 
basis of social and economic l i f e , a wider i n 
d u s t r i a l out look and a c t i v i t y , a deeper sense 
o f the i m p o r t a n c e of m i l i t a r y disc ipl ine and 
defence, a new b r e a k i n g w i t h the sluggishness 
and i n e r t i a of the senses which b i n d i t t o cer
t a i n charac te r i s t i c vices? I s C h i n a , by force o f 
c ircumstances, be ing dr iven f r o m an ages-old 
i n e r t i a which she never w o u l d have v o l u n t a r i l y 
abandoned? I s the soil be ing broken and p r e 
p a r e d f o r the sowing of new seed? 

B u t i f s u b j u g a t e d , w h a t hope? M a y we t h i n k 
of the amalgamation o f the contend ing nat ions 
as the f r u i t o f China 's conquest? I t has been 
said t h a t a Japanese v i c t o r y would mean J a p a 
nese defeat t h r o u g h the loss o f r a c i a l i d e n t i t y 
i n t h a t a b s o r p t i o n which every conquered n a 
t i o n exerts u p o n i ts conquerors. I s the f u t u r e 
" y e l l o w r a c e " t o be ne i ther Chinese n o r J a p a 
nese, b u t a fusion of the two due t o the i n t e r 
m a r r i a g e o f the races which the p r o p i n q u i t y of 
conquest would b r i n g about? H a t r e d o f t he i r 
conquerors would undoubted ly be the first re 
ac t ion of the Chinese; bu t h i s t o r y teaches t h a t 
t ime mellows a l l t h i n g s , and ancient wrongs 
are f o r g o t t e n , i f n o t f o r g i v e n , h y succeeding 
generat ions . 

A n d to w h a t end, such fusion? W h a t more 
w o r t h y t h a n to weaken the vices of b o t h n a 
t i ons , and t o s t rengthen th e i r v i r tues? I n d i s 
p o s i t i o n , the two races so o f ten classed t o 
gether , are almost a n t i p o d a l . T h e one slow, 
sensuous, servile, humble , domestic , carefree, 
unaggress ive ; the other a l e r t , scientif ic , d o m i 
neer ing , imper ious , c r a f t y , self-assertive. B o t h 
a r t i s t i c and i n t e l l e c t u a l each i n his own way . 
B r o a d l y speaking the charac ter o f b o t h races 
seems extreme, and t h e i r fusion an a n t i d o t e f o r 
the pecu l iar vices of b o t h . H a l f Ch inaman and 
h a l f J a p would seem a most desirable and b a l 
anced p e r s o n a l i t y . As these U n i t e d States, 
t h r o u g h i m m i g r a t i o n , has become the " m e l t i n g 
p o t " of a l l nat iona l i t i es w i t h possible i m p r o v e 
ment upon the nat ive A m e r i c a n , so Ch ina m a v 
ye t be the m e l t i n g p o t of A s i a f o r the per f e c t 
i n g of the genti le . W o u l d such a resu l t , i n the 
d iv ine s i g h t , be a w o r t h y and sufficient reason 
f o r p e r m i t t i n g a Japanese conquest? W h o 

(Continued on page 405) 
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T h e A r r o w s o f t h e L o r d 

AM O N G man's earl iest weapons were the 
bow and a r r o w . M a n y thousands of 

years ago some p r i m i t i v e genius p u t a s t r i n g 
t o a piece of flexible wood and f o u n d t h a t he 
could send a wooden d a r t a distance of several 
h u n d r e d feet. H e soon learned t h a t he had 
invented something v e r y simple b u t v e r y won
d e r f u l . W i t h his bow and a r r o w he cou ld k i l l 
m a n y animals f o r food . H e cou ld also defend 
himself f r o m savage beasts. H e could also 
p r o t e c t himself f r o m o ther men. 

T h e bow and a r r o w made a g r e a t difference 
to e a r l y man . I t raised the s t a n d a r d of com
f o r t f o r d a i l y l i f e . T h e use of the bow and 
a r r o w spread a l l over the w o r l d . T h e r e is 
h a r d l y a n y c o u n t r y k n o w n t o us wherein the 
bow a n d a r r o w were n o t k n o w n . W h e n the 
P i l g r i m F a t h e r s came t o th i s c o u n t r y they 
f o u n d the A m e r i c a n I n d i a n s a l l armed w i t h 
these weapons. Centuries ear l ier the archers 
of E n g l a n d were famous t h r o u g h o u t E u r o p e . 
I t was not u n t i l the i n t r o d u c t i o n of gunpowder 
t h a t the bow and a r r o w ceased t o be of vast 
impor tance . 

B u t t o - d a y they are used on ly i n c ivi l ized 
countries f o r pleasure. A r c h e r y is a pas t -
t i m e , a rea l ly fine s p o r t . I t t r a i n s the eye, 
develops the muscles a n d steadies the nerves. 
I n the B ib le , bows and ar rows are o f ten men
t i oned . I t is said o f I shmael t h a t he became 
a g r e a t archer . I n the i r j o u r n e y t h r o u g h the 
wilderness the Ch i ldren of I s r a e l became ex
p e r t i n the use of the bow, and when they 
crossed over J o r d a n n e a r l y every man and boy 

c a r r i e d bows and a r r o w s . So we are n o t sur 
pr i sed t o ' r e a d about arrows i n the Bib le . B u t 
i t is s t r a n g e t o read about the arrows of God . 

T h e psa lmis t D a v i d wi*ote these words , " O 
L o r d rebuke me n o t i n t h y w r a t h , ne i ther 
chasten me i n t h y sore displeasure. F o r t h y 
ar rows s t i ck f a s t i n me . " 

T h e L o r d is a G o d of love. H e is never 
r e a l l y a n g r y . B u t f o r our own good H e does 
let arrows pierce us i n h e a r t a n d m i n d . I f y o u 
t e l l a l ie i t makes y o u feel very u n c o m f o r t a b l e . 
Y o u r conscience reminds y o u of the command
ment , " T h o u sha l t n o t bear false wi tness . " I f 
y o u steal , y o u r m i n d becomes very u n c o m f o r t 
able. Y o u remember the commandment , " T h o u 
shalt no t s t e a l . " A n d s i m i l a r l y i n the case of 
a l l sins. Pangs o f conscience t r o u b l e y o u . A n d 
y o u r conscience makes a l l the commandments 
seem l ike s h a r p ar rows p i e r c i n g y o u r h e a r t . 
These are the arrows of the L o r d . 

W h e n we do w r o n g , the L o r d suffers us t o 
feel miserable a n d u n c o m f o r t a b l e . H e s t i l l 
loves u s ; b u t H e allows these ar rows t o pierce 
us so t h a t we m a y repent o f o u r sins and t u r n 
t o H i m f o r forgiveness. 

W h e n Judas I s c a r i o t be t rayed the L o r d he 
received t h i r t y pieces of si lver as a r e w a r d ; b u t 
when the L o r d was cruc i f ied , the hear t o f Judas 
was pierced w i t h the a r r o w of remorse. H e 
took back the t h i r t y pieces of si lver and flung 
them a t the feet o f the L o r d ' s enemies. 

W h e n the ar rows o f God are dr iven i n t o y o u r 
hear t and m i n d , t h a n k H i m . A n d t u r n aga in 
t o H i m f o r forgiveness. 
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knows how f a r th i s end m a y have c o n t r o l l e d 
the confl icts of the ages? 

B u t the many-s ided providences o f the L o r d 
m a y have other nat ions also i n view. I n th i s 
s t rugg l e , i n t e r n a t i o n a l re la t ions and ob l i ga 
tions are deeply involved. T h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
conscience is being touched and awakened. T o 
w h a t end? T h a t an i n t e r n a t i o n a l man m a y 
come i n t o being, and each n a t i o n find i t s p r o p e r 
and God- intended place i n the whole body o f 
h u m a n i t y . W e have domestic government , m u 
n i c i p a l government , state government , federal 
and n a t i o n a l government , w i t h international 
chaos. U n t i l o rder is i n t r o d u c e d i n t o this su
preme r e a l m , a l l i n f e r i o r governments are more 
or less defective and abor t i ve , w i t h o u t assur
ance of e i ther peace or p l e n t y . 

T h e c rea t i on o f an i n t e r n a t i o n a l government 
of some k i n d as the final social blessing, and 
the ver i tab le keystone of a l l p r o s p e r i t y , w o u l d 
seem t o be the g r e a t ob ject ive o f the D i v i n e 
Providence i n th i s new age. O u r m a t u r e m a n 
hood depends u p o n the erect ion o f th i s social 
s t r u c t u r e . B u t we ourselves must sense i ts need 
and a p p l y ourselves t o i t s c rea t i on , s u b o r d i n a t 
i n g personal and n a t i o n a l ambit ions t o i t s r e 
quirements . T h e experiences of the W o r l d 
W a r , the conquest of E t h i o p i a , and the i n v a 
sion o f Ch ina each i n t u r n has pressed th i s need 
upon a l l m a n k i n d . W e begin t o feel i ts sway. 
Something must be done about i t . Someth ing 
has been done about i t . B u t we see t h a t i t is 
no t enough. H o r r i b l e wrongs are p e r p e t r a t e d 
which u n i t e d a c t i on could aver t . M u s t we n o t 
come o u t o f the stage of mere discussion and 
persuasion t o the stage of u l t i m a t u m s ? I s i t 
not p roved t h a t paci f ism on ly invites oppres 
sion? A l l governments i n the las t analysis res t , 
and must rest , on force. Ev i l -doers recognize 
no other government . As in the i n d i v i d u a l man 
goodness must r e s t r a i n evil by compulsion, so 
in the race m a n , the good nat ions must r e 
s t r a i n the evil ones, and b y force i f necessary. 
B u t this means war? N o , b u t i t means t a k i n g 
the risk o f w a r , t h a t u n h o l y w a r m a y be p r e 
vented. Cowardice , n a t i o n a l selfishness must 
be cast away . N e u t r a l i t y laws out rage the 
s p i r i t of i n t e r n a t i o n a l defense. Lei? the m a j o r 

i t y of the nat ions o f the w o r l d say " n o , " and 
mean i t , when a n innocent b r o t h e r n a t i o n is 
a t t a c k e d , and there w i l l be no a t t a c k . Y e t i f 
we must have w a r , let i t be a t least f o r a 
r ighteous cause, a n d i n the defense o f the de
fenseless. I s the w o r l d be ing d r i v e n , aga ins t i t s 
i n c l i n a t i o n , a n d even i n self-defense, t o assume 
i t s r i g h t f u l r espons ib i l i t y f o r the p r e v e n t i o n 
and punishment o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l , as well as n a 
t i o n a l crimes? I t m a y prove so. 

The History of the Mite Box 
T P H E beg inn ing o f the M i t e B o x dates back 

t o the f a l l o f 1923 when a t the suggestion 
of M r s . James M u r d o c h of C i n c i n n a t i i t was 
decided w i t h the recommendat ion of the N a 
t i o n a l A l l i a n c e pres ident , the l a te M r s . Geo. 
C. W a r r e n , t h a t this w o r k should be made a 
memor ia l t o our l a te devoted miss i onary , the 
Rev. Geo. C. P u l s f o r d . 

A M i t e B o x Committee was then established 
composed of M r s . James R . M u r d o c h , her 
d a u g h t e r , Miss Florence M u r d o c h , and the la te 
Miss E m i l y M a r t i n . T h i s committee h a d i n 
m i n d t h a t the use of the M i t e Boxes should n o t 
be s i m i l a r t o a per c a p i t a t a x or assessed dues, 
b u t as the name implies i t should be the o u t 
w a r d expression of a t h a n k f u l h e a r t ; so i t is 
sometimes called a T h a n k - O f f e r i n g . T h e r e are 
over a thousand members i n the W o m a n ' s A l 
l iance ; i f each one used a box and on ly a penny 
a d a y were p u t i n i t , qu i te a t i d y sum w o u l d be 
realized each year , to help spread the N e w -
C h u r c h teachings. 

T h e o r i g i n a l committee cont inued i ts w o r k 
u n t i l the f a l l o f 1930 when the present c o m m i t 
tee was a p p o i n t e d . I t has cont inued the w o r k , 
and keeps i n t o u c h w i t h a l l M i t e B o x c o n t r i b u 
t o r s . Recent ly the Canada A l l i a n c e has be
come v e r y much interested i n the T h a n k - O f f e r -
ings , and each year sends i n c o n t r i b u t i o n s . 
M a n y iso lated members are interested i n sav ing 
pennies and so add t h e i r mi te t o the uses of the 
B o a r d of H o m e and F o r e i g n Miss ions . T h e 
mites collected are l i t t l e ways of showing our 
a p p r e c i a t i o n o f the m a n y blessings received. 

S A L O M E S . M A R S H A L L , 

Mite-Box Committee Chairman. 
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NEWS O F THE CHURCH 

C H I C A G O ( K E N W O O D ) 
The Women's Alliance of this Society held its annual 

meeting on Tuesday, June 7th. Miss Elizabeth Hi l l and 
Mrs. Herman Kitzelman were the hostesses at the lunch
eon which was served at the home of Mrs. Herman 
Kitzelman. Election of officers and discussion of plans 
for the coming year made up the program. 

The Society had the pleasure of entertaining three 
visiting New-Church members at a recent Sunday ser
vice, namely Dr . Clarence Hotson of Colorado Springs, 
Colorado, and Mr. and Mrs. D. S. Marshall of San Diego, 
California. 

June 25th is an important date to all members and 
friends of Kenwood, since on that day Mr. and Mrs. 
Frank Kitzelman will entertain a Bluebell party at 
their home, 7219 Indiana Avenue. " T h e Bluebells were 
organized early in the church year with the purpose of 
the organization described as a group that would prac
tice pleasantries anonymously. Many unusual events 
developed. Greeting cards, letters and telegrams, birth
day gifts of great variety . . . The Bluebell activity has 
proved to be one of the most interesting movements 
ever introduced at Kenwood." 

B A L T I M O R E , M D . 
It was Children's Flower Day at the church on June 

5th. 
The Pastor preached on the subject "How Bread 

Grows" on Sunday, June 19th; and his topic on June 
26th will be "Going into the Mountains." 

The annual church picnic will he held on Saturday, 
June 25th, at Grove 9, Druid Hi l l Park. As in previous 
years games, boat-rides, scramble and refreshments will 
form the day's entertainment. Save the date! 

The sacrament of the Ixml 's Supper was administered 
on Sunday, June 19th. 

O R A N G E , N . J . 
The Woman's Auxiliary has just closed a season of 

unusual activity. The spirit of good-natured competi
tion between the neighborhood groups organized last 
year has resulted in more varied programs, and more 
work has been accomplished. 

In February Mrs. Jesse M. Bader of the "Save-the-
Children-Fund" gave a most interesting talk on the work 
being done among the destitute children of the Southern 
mountain districts. A number of friends from other 
ehurehes were among the audience, and showed their 
interest by asking numerous questions. A t the con-
elusion of the meeting people were given an opportunity 
to meet Mrs. Bader personally. A generous silver col
lection was donated to the Fund. Five boxes of worn 
clothing have since been sent to the worker in Tennessee. 
Included in the shipment were several infants' layettes 
made by Group No. 1. 

Another outside activity of the Auxiliary was the do
nation of bed-sheets to the Day Nursery. Group No. 
2 gave a very successful card party which enabled them 
to turn in a substantial sum to the treasury, as well as 
promoting sociability. 

Mrs. E r i c Coster gave an exhaustive and scholarly re
view of the new book "Hearken Unto the Voice" by 
Franz Werfel. 

A t the Sunday-Nite-Supper-Sing, a feature of the 
evening was the report of the delegates who attended 
Convention. They all agreed that it had been a most 

inspiring experience. 
On May 13th the Annual Meeting of the Auxiliary 

with election of officers took place. The result was as 
follows: 

F o r President, Mrs. Frank Kenner; for Vice-Presi 
dent and Assistant Treasurer, Mrs. Hugo L u n d ; Treas
urer, Mrs. V . M. Schleicher; Corresponding Secretary, 
Miss B . M. Hancock; Recording Secretary, Mrs. Chris. 
Reinhardt. 

M. C. H . 

B R O C K T O N , M A S S . 
A t the Annual Meeting of the Ladies' Circle, May 26. 

Mrs. William Q. Raymond was re-elected president for 
the eighteenth term. The following officers were also 
re-elected: F irs t Vice-President, Mrs. Albert R. E w e l l ; 
Second Vice-President, Mrs. Harold R. Gustafson; Sec
retary, Mrs. J . Capen Howard; Assistant Secretary, 
Miss Nettie Reynolds; Treasurer, Mrs. Oriana Mar
shall. The Ladies' Circle was founded one hundred 
years ago this July. This anniversary will be observed 
in the fall, when the Circle begins its activities for the 
coming year. 

The Young People's League held its annual meeting 
on May 25, when the following officers were elected: 
President, Arlene Paine; Vice-President Stanley Pease; 
Secretary, Louise Paine; Treasurer, A . Duane Stebbins; 
Chairman of the Study Committee, Marion E a t o n ; 
Flower Committee, Margaret Buck ; Social Committee, 
John Ewel l . 

The members of the Brockton Society who were for
tunate to attend the Convention in May report a delight
ful experience. The Convention meetings, the glimpses 
of old friends and acquaintances there; and the wealth 
of interest of Washington itself united to make this 
Convention one to be long remembe.-ed. 

A t the Annual Meeting of the Brockton Society on 
May 12, the following officers were elected: President, 
Loring Churchill ; Vice-President, Mrs. Joseph Hewett; 
Treasurer and Clerk, John Robhins; Registrar, Arlene 
Paine. 

N. B. A pleasant surprise at the Annual Meeting of 
the Society on May 12 was the presence of a former 
pastor, the Rev. William Reece of the Portland, Oregon 
Society, who was gladly welcomed. 

B O S T O N 
" B y a vote of the Church Committee" (we quote from 

the May 29th Boston Church Manual) "and following a 
recommendation of the Council of Ministers of the Gen
eral Convention, our Society will use in its Service of 
Worship for the remainder of the season, beginning 
Sunday, June 5, a slightly altered Order of Service 
which is presented to us for trial as a part of the re
cent revised report of the Book of Worship Committee. 
This will be found in the printed folders in the 
pews . ." (The main variance from the present form 
of service was noted in the M E S S E N G E R of May 18th on 
page 316). There will he an opportunity for the dis
cussion of all these changes at an early meeting of the 
Boston Society in the F a l l . Expressions of opinion 
concerning them wil be welcomed by the pastor in the 
meantime. 

June 12th marked the closing session of the Sunday-
school in this Society. It was observed as Children's 
Sunday and on that day children who had reached their 
seventh birthday were presented with Bibles, gifts from 
their church. 

S A N F R A N C I S C O 
On June 8th the Rev. Othmar Tobisch commenced a 

weekly series of eight lectures on "Spiritual Psychology." 
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" I t is felt that there is a great need to-day to have a 
really spiritual psychology for the use of those who 
want to know their own mind and soul. The lectures 
are based on the psychology of De ArUma, one of E m a n 
uel Swedenborg's works on the psychology found in the 
Arcana, and on such contemporary thinking as is in 
accord with the spiritual foundations given to us by 
the seer of the internal world. This should prove to be 
an opportunity of inviting thoughtful people who might 
be led to the deeper truths of the New Church." 

PERSONALIA 

Dr. S a m u e l W . G o d d a r d a n d his s is ter , M i s s 
R u t h G o d d a r d , recent ly attended the Commence
ment exercises of the Choate S c h o o l , W a l l i n g f o r d , 
C o n n . D r . G o d d a r d ' s son, P h i l i p , w a s a member 
of the g r a d u a t i n g c lass . 

* * * * * 
R o b e r t W . K i n g m a n , son of D r . a n d M r s . H a r r y 

W. K i n g m a n of South E a s t o n , M a s s . , was g r a d u 
ated from D u k e U n i v e r s i t y ( E n g i n e e r i n g S c h o o l ) 
on J u n e 6. 

MARRIAGE 

L O P E Z - L O E F F L K R . — O r l a n d o L o p e z a n d J a n i c e 
J a n e Loeffler were united i n m a r r i a g e on J u n e 4, 
1 9 3 8 , in S t . L o u i s , Mo . , at the home of the R e v . 
D i r k D i e p h u i s , who officiated. T h e couple left 
for N e w Y o r k C i t y where the groom is employed . 

The Swedenborg Scientific 
Association 

T h e Swedenborg Scientif ic Associat ion held its 
a n n u a l meeting on M a y 11, at B r y n A t h y n , P e n n a . 
T h i s date was a r r a n g e d so as to be convenient for 
members of Convention r e t u r n i n g from W a s h i n g 
ton. A number of attendants at Convent ion made 
use of the opportunity . I t is p l e a s i n g to see the 
g r o w i n g interest of members of the G e n e r a l C o n 
vention i n this j o i n t enterpr ise . A t this meeting 
the P r e s i d e n t for the coming y e a r , D r . L e o n a r d 
T a f e l , of F r a n k f o r d , P a . , w a s elected to fill the 
v a c a n c y caused b y the death of D r . R e g i n a l d 
B r o w n . 

T h e Associat ion appeals through the M E S S E N G E R 
for a wider p a r t i c i p a t i o n , in its use of t r a n s l a t i n g 
a n d p u b l i s h i n g the scientific a n d phi losophical 
works of E m a n u e l S w e d e n b o r g , on the p a r t of 
members of Convent ion . T h i s w o r k of the A s s o 
ciat ion is made possible by the a n n u a l dues of its 
members. D u r i n g the p r e s e n t Commemorat ion 
Y e a the Associat ion p lans to publ i sh S w e d e n 
borg's earl ier w o r k on " T h e C e r e b r u m . " I n a d 

dition i t hopes to make accessible for the first time 
the plates used by S w e d e n b o r g i n a l l his anatomical 
w o r k s . O n l y a few of these have hitherto a p p e a r e d 
i n the publ ished E n g l i s h trans lat ions . T h e plates 
w i l l appear as a separate volume, w h i c h m a y be 
used w i t h any of the p r e v i o u s l y - p r i n t e d w o r k s . 

T h e organ of the Assoc iat ion , the q u a r t e r l y 
" N e w P h i l o s o p h y , " is inc luded i n the a n n u a l mem
bership dues of two dol lars . I n addit ion to art ic les 
of general interest to lovers of S w e d e n b o r g , a p a r t 
of each number is devoted to new m a t e r i a l . F o r 
the next few y e a r s this new m a t e r i a l w i l l consist 
of " T h e L e t t e r s of E m a n u e l S w e d e n b o r g . " M u c h 
of this m a t e r i a l has previous ly a p p e a r e d , either i n 
T a f e l ' s Documents or in N e w - C h u r c h periodicals . 
I n the new form the " L e t t e r s " a p p e a r , not as 
detached items, but as a w e l l - b a l a n c e d b i o g r a p h y 
i n w h i c h they are incorporated i n a most readable , 
attract ive s ty le . D r . A l f r e d A c t o n , the editor , 
has r e - t r a n s l a t e d most of the letters , as w e l l as 
contributing the e x p l a n a t o r y m a t e r i a l w h i c h ce 
ments the " l e t t e r s " into a story of Swedenborg ' s 
e a r l i e r l i fe . N o lover of Swedenborgiana c a n af 
ford to miss this new picture of the m a n S w e d e n 
borg. 

M e m b e r s h i p in the Associat ion is two dol lars a 
y e a r ( w h i c h includes subscript ion to The New 
Philosophy). T h e q u a r t e r l y alone is one dol lar a 
y e a r . I n f o r m a t i o n about the association m a y be 
had from a n y officer of that body. D u e s or sub
scriptions m a y be sent to the T r e a s u r e r , D r . 
C h a r l e s E . D o e r i n g , B r y n A t h y n , P a . 

L E O N A R D I . T A F E L , 

President, 
4627 H o w e l l S t . , 

P h i l a d e l p h i a , P a . 
M R . W I L F R E D H O W A R D , 

Secretary, 
B r y n A t h y n , P a . 

Perception 
P E R C E P T I O N is nothing but the speech or thought 

of the angels who are w i t h m a n . — ( A . C. 5228 . ) 

CALENDAR 

J u l y 3. 
Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 

T H E C H R I S T I A N L I F E 
S e l . 1 3 9 : " O come, let us s i n g unto the L o r d . " 
L e s s o n I . J u d g e s i . 
I n place of Respons ive S e r v i c e , S e l . 1 7 7 : " D e a l 

bounti ful ly w i t h thy s e r v a n t . " 
L e s s o n I I . R e v . x x . 
G l o r i a , B e n e d i c t u s a n d F a i t h . 
H y m n s ( M a g . ) 4 5 3 : " P r a i s e the R o c k of our s a l 

v a t i o n . " 
3 0 : " J e s u s , our true a n d only l i g h t . " 
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The Augmentation Fund 
S T A N D S F O R T H R E E V I T A L T H I N G S : 

1. The Encouragement and Assistance of Weak Societies 
2. Reasonable and Reliable Support for Ministers 
3. Help in Supporting Students for the Ministry 

T o Maintain and E x t e n d I t s W o r k I t 

Needs Your Support 
T o those who think of making a bequest to the Fund, the Treasurer will be pleased to 

furnish suitable forms and to give any advice that may be asked. A s State laws with 
regard to wills vary, local counsel in the State of the testator should finally be consulted. 
Make checks payable to A L B E R T P . C A R T E R , Treasurer , and send all correspondence 

to h im at 511 B A R R I S T E R S H A L L , B O S T O N 9, M A S S . 

U R B A N A J U N I O R C O L L E G E 
of the Genera l Convention 

Preliminary work for Liberal Arts , A g r i 
culture, Dentistry, L a w , Theology, Medicine, 
Pharmacy, Education and Engineering. Special 
courses also in the study of the Word and the 
Writings. Freshmen and Sophomore years. 
For information address, 

Rev. Russe l l E a t o n , President 
Urbana, Ohio 

Commemoration E d i t i o n 
S W E D E N B O R G , 

L I F E A N D T E A C H I N G 
B y George Trobridge 

U s e t h i s book d u r i n g the present ce lebrat ion of the 
250th A n n i v e r s a r y of S w e d e n b o r g ' s b i r t h to i n t r o d u c e 
h i m to new r e a d e r s . A book of 3'43 pages , h a n d s o m e l y 
bound i n s e m i - l i m p i m i t a t i o n leather c o v e r s , g i l t letter
i n g , r o u n d e d c o r n e r s , for 25 c e n t s p e r copy , postpaid . 

O u r r e g u l a r paper -bound e d i t i o n of t h i s book, 
10 cents p e r copy , postpaid . 

O r d e r a q u a n t i t y for j u d i c i o u s d i s t r i b u t i o n . 

Swedenborg Foundation Incorporated 
51 E a s t 42nd St . New Y o r k , N . Y . 

T H E M E S S E N G E R 
is the official organ of the 

CONVENTION 

and the special news servant 
of the 

C H U R C H 

Help the Church by subscribing to 

T H E M E S S E N G E R 
Keep in touch with the external 

organization of the Church 

Three dollars per annum 

T H E N E W - C H U R C H 
T H E O L O G I C A L S C H O O L 

48 Quincy St., Cambridge, Mass . 

A three-years' course preparing for the min
istry. 

Courses by correspondence in the Theology 
of the New Church, and in Spiritual I n 
terpretation of the Scriptures. 

For information apply to 
F r a n k l i n H . Blackmer, President 

B O A R D O F M I S S I O N S 
O F T H E 

General Convention 

OURS is peculiarly a missionary church so 
that the uses of this Board require wide 

and intensive activity. Your Board is com
posed of individuals thoroughly acquainted with 
the task before it, and who devote much time 
and energy to their duties. Help them carry 
on. Suggestions invited. 

L L O Y D A . F R O S T , Treasurer 
C A M B R I D G E T R U S T C O . 

C A M B R I D G E , M A S S . 

H o n . F o r s t e r W . F r e e m a n . P r e s i d e n t 
P a u l S p e r r y V i c e - P r e s i d e n t 
L e s l i e M a r s h a l l G e n e r a l S e c r e t a r y 

94 A r l i n g t o n A v e . , H a w t h o r n e , N . J . 

C H A P E L H I L L S C H O O L 
( F o r m e r l y c a l l e d W a l t h a m S c h o o l for G i r l s ) 

Waltham, Massachusetts 

A B o a r d i n g a n d D a y S c h o o l c o n t r o l l e d b y N e w -
C h u r c h T r u s t e e s . P u p i l s a c c e p t e d ages 5 to 19 ; sep
a r a t e homes for older a n d y o u n g e r g i r l s . Col lege 
P r e p a r a t o r y a n d G e n e r a l c o u r s e s i n U p p e r S c h o o l . 
O u t d o o r sports . F o r catalogue, a d d r e s s 

P H I L I P E . G O O D H U E 
Principal 

L Y N N N E I G H B O R H O O D H O U S E 
A S S O C I A T I O N 

Contributions solicited 
Help us serve the Children 

B E R T H A M . W H I T M A N , T r e a s u r e r 

109 W a l n u t Avenue, Roxbury 19, Mass . 
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