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C o n v e n t i o n S e r m o n 
B y the Rev. S. J. C. Qoldsack 

"In the midst of the street of it and on either side of the river was there the 
Tree of Life, which had twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every 
month; and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations." 

—Rev. xx i i . 2. 

TH E great v i ta l fact upon which the General 
Convention of the New Jerusalem in the 
ted States of America and the General Con

ference of the New Church in Great Br i ta in are 
founded, is one and the same. I t brings the 
:wo bodies into close and sympathetic friend
ship; and i t unites the individual members of 
the several associated societies and institutions 
of both bodies in a common interest and a spir i 
tual brotherhood that are very precious and 
delightful to us all . I speak to you this morn
ing as I would speak to my fellow countrymen, 
knowing that we are one in the Lord our God 
and Saviour; one in a true spir itual fellowship 

" id to a purpose than which none is 
greater. 

The v i ta l fact upon which we are founded 
: i by which we know something of this mysti 

cal union is, of course, the fact that the Lord's 
Second Coming has taken place and is in prog
ress by the descent of the New Church called 

New Jerusalem into the hearts, the under

standings and the lives of those who receive 
the doctrines which constitute i t , and I venture 
to say that no more inspir it ing, upl i f t ing , v i ta l 
izing message can be proclaimed by any man, 
or any body of men at the present t ime; no 
message has a more direct and immediate ap
peal to the individual ; no message is more uni 
versal in its scope, its sweep or its variety. 

For wo remember that the New Jerusalem 
has twelve ever-open gates; and that i t may be 
entered from all quarters; the glory and honor 
of the Kings of the earth and of all nations 
shall enter into i t : and within its gates are to 
he seen and enjoyed the pure river of water of 
life, clear as crystal . . . and in the midst of the 
street of i t and on either side of the river, the 
tree of life, abundant in fruits for every month 
of the year, and in leaves for the healing of the 
nations. I t is concerning the Tree of Li fe that 
I would speak to you this morning. 

"The tree of l i f e " : its f rui ts , the source of 
delight and satisfaction, of refreshment and 
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nourishment; in all states and stages of our 
circling career; the tree of l i fe : its leaves, the 
source of restoration from all our ailments and 
troubles ; the source of the joyousness and com
f o r t of perfect health. "The tree of l i f e " : we 
read of i t first in the story of Eden where i t 
was in the midst of the Garden; the choicest, 
the central feature of a garden of loveliness and 
purest pleasure. I ts fruits and leaves were for 
the enjoyment of those early denizens of earth 
and they might have eaten thereof and been 
g lad ; the}' might have come into a fu l l , rich 
experience of Love Divine and Heavenly Wis
dom, for we are told that the "tree of l i f e " is 
the symbol of man's perception of the Li fe D i 
vine within his soul. 

Human beings of all the ages from the be
ginning and forever are creatures of the Living 
God, " i n Whom we live and move and have our 
being." Li fe from God flows into the inmost 
secret recess of every soul, and our perception 
of that life is as a tree, that branches forth 
bearing exquisite f r u i t and leaves. Says Swe
denborg: " t h a t perception is an internal sensa
tion communicated by the L o r d alone as a 
means of discerning the true and the good" (A. 
C. 1 0 4 ) . To live upon the fruits of that tree; 
to use its precious and refreshing leaves would 
indeed bring us l iving experience of the loving, 
wise Providence of the L o r d and Maker ; would 
fill our mind with thoughts of t r u t h and wise 
judgment; and we should find our lives abound
ing in works of genuine charity and perfect use. 

But the denizens of Eden turned from the 
fruits and leaves of the tree of l i f e ; they dis
obeyed the Word of God, and ate of the for
bidden tree, the tree of knowledge of good and 
evil at the beguiling voice of the serpent; and 
then the L o r d God had to guard the tree of life 
lest man should profane i t ; the man and his 
wife were sent f or th from the Garden of Eden, 
and they knew the tree of life no more. The 
perception of that inmost secret life that flows 
from God into each and every soul was lost. 
The Life Divine was there, and is there in every 
human being. Not any man anywhere ever 
lived, except from that life as the actual source 
and spring of his being; but the perception of 
that life, the capacity to enjoy the fruits and 

leaves of that perception passed from man's 
conscious experience. I n the order of Divine 
Providence, the knowledge of and the experi
ence of the inflowing life from the Creator, was 
withheld from men, lest they should profane i t , 
and in pride and self-willed passion br ing about 
more terrible states of iniquity and disorder, 
and involve all men in greater ills and pains and 
sorrows than our race has ever known. And so 
the tree of life, the tree that is in the midst of 
the garden of the human mind: the central and 
most v i ta l and precious fact of our being, is 
never mentioned again in the Sacred Scriptures 
—never after the Story of Garden, unt i l we 
come to the last book of the New Testament, 
the Apocalypse, and lo ! here we find i t again 
in the midst; and on either side of the river, 
yielding f ru i t every month: and with leaves for 
the healing of the nations. 

As man was shut out from Eden and the 
way to the tree of life was guarded by the L o r d 
God, so now we find man invited to enter into 
the Holy City , and the way to the tree of life 
is kept open for all men everywhere, for the 
gates are never shut. 

I n between Genesis and Revelation we have 
the story of mankind's downward progress and 
uprising. There followed upon the loss of Eden, 
the Flood, the Tower of Babel, Sodom and 
Gomorrah, the call of Abraham, Israel in 
Egypt , in Canaan, in bondage to Babylon and 
the toy of Borne. Then the Incarnation, Re
demption, and the Christian E r a with the prom
ise of the Lord's Second Advent and the de
scent of the New Jerusalem as the world-em
bracing Church in which the one and only God 
Jesus Christ the L o r d , Jehovah in His glorified 
Humanity will alone be worshiped. And wc re
joice in the divinely revealed promise of the 
eventual reign of the L o r d both in heaven and 
on earth. I n the spir itual realm and in the 
natural realm "Jesus shall reign where'er the 
Sun doth His successive journeys r u n . " He 
will be crowned as Lord of a l l , by angels and by 
men, by all the hosts of the eternal spheres and 
by the multitudes passing through the temporal 
worlds. 

And this wi l l be the most precious fact and 
t r u t h in which all may glory. I n the midst of 
the street and the Holy City is the tree of life, 
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yielding her f r u i t every month, the leaves for 
the healing of the nations. 

We cannot read our Bibles without knowing 
thai the' Divine Providence prevails over the 
lives of al l men, either b}' appointment or per-
mission, guiding, blessing, protecting a l l , and 
making the best of our follies, mistakes and 
sins, Ever respecting our freedom of will and 
thought; ever restraining us from evil and er
r o r ; ever setting before us righteousness and 
t r u t h . And the earnest Chistian knows fu l l well 
how great is the advance of the Gospel revela
tion of the Divine Love and man's immorta l i ty ; 
upon the doctrines of Judaism and al l the other 
religions of the wor ld ; while Christian ethics 
and worship as exemplified in the Lord's incar
nate life surpass those of all others known to 
mankind. 

And yet here is the promise of further un
folding of man's true quality and privileges; 

H re is promise of a new revelation of Divine 
Wisdom, relative to man's relationship to the 
Living God and man's understanding of the 
Divine Word . And we believe that at this day 
we have a knowledge of these great verities re-
• ruled by the L o r d at His Second Advent. We 
ire privileged to know that the inner signifi

cance of this book of the Revelation is now un
folded. 

And I affirm that there is no t r u t h of deeper 
import or greater value than this : that in the 
midst of the street of the Holy City is the tree 
of life. For surely i t means that they who enter 
into the life of the holy c ity , they who live 
.rcording to and within its doctrinal gates, 

they who walk the way or street of the Holy 
City, become immediately aware of the tree of 
life. I ts truths are within their reach; its leaves 
are at hand for all their needs. And I think 

il l can understand what that means. As one 
thinks and plans and lives according to the doc
trines of the New Jerusalem, one should expect 
one should enjoy a perception of the presence 

• the Life Divine within the soul. We should 
expect one should enjoy a perception that the 

ring God even our L o r d Jesus Christ is ever 
near to one. "Closer is He than breathing, 

and nearer than hands and feet." 
The perception of the life of God within the 

soul is the tree of life, thq blessed source of all 

t r u t h , strength and satisfaction, of al l the 
peace and beauty and health. Listen again to 
that brief passage I read: Swedenborg's own 
definition of the tree of life that perception is 
an internal sensation communicated by the 
Lord alone as a means of discerning the true 
and the good. That perception is placed be
fore us again; that internal sensation is opened 
up to us again, as we enter into the life of re
ligion through the knowledges we have of the 
Lord , God the Saviour Jesus Christ and His 
Holy W o r d ; as we enter through the gates and 
walk the street of the Holy City , yes: that per
ception that the Love of God abides within us; 
that Li fe Divine sustains us in our manhood 
and womanhood; the perception that the life 
of God is there to enlighten, direct and warn us; 
is there to bring its balm and comfort to us 
when our hearts are sad and our minds per
plexed and strained with anguish. The tree of 
l i fe—the perception of the love of the Liv ing 
Lord Jesus Christ within us—is indeed possible 
to us, is t r u l y opened up for us i f we care to 
enjoy i t . I t is the distinctive, i t is the central 
feature of the Ho ly City. Everyone who en
ters through the gates, who walks the golden 
street may have the perception of God's life 
within the soul, and with that perception the 
experience of its blessed powers. The assur
ance that i t yields f r u i t every month tells us 
that there is no state of mind, no phase of f a i th , 
no period of intellectual experience when the 
good fruits of that perception may not be en-
j oyed. 

I n all states of doubt or obscurity, of eager 
aspiration, hope or effort, i f we t r y to do what 
is r ight according to the teachings of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, we shall have "an internal sen
sation communicated by the L o r d alone as to 
what is good and true . " The tree of life will 
yield her f r u i t , and we need only to eat or ap
propriate that good or t r u t h to he well and 
richly blessed. And in times of bereavement, 
disappointment, heartsickness; of weakness, 
sinfulness and repentance, the tree of life, the 
perception of the life of God, will yield just 
those leaves of knowledge and revealed t r u t h 
that will bring healing comfort and new v i ta l 
i t y , and soothing feelings and thoughts, and 
we need only to eat or appropriate them to 
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be wel l a n d r i c h l y b lessed . O h y e s , i f we c o n 
f o r m to the W o r d of t h e L o r d , t h e t r e e of l ife 
w i l l g r o w a n d s p r e a d its b r a n c h e s a n d d i s p e n s e 
i ts g r a c i o u s , sweet , a n d s t r e n g t h e n i n g b l e s s i n g s 
in a l l o u r t imes of need. I n d e e d , a s the v e r s e 1 4 
of t h i s c h a p t e r s a y s , " B l e s s e d a r e t h e y t h a t do 
H i s C o m m a n d m e n t s t h a t t h e y m a y h a v e r i g h t 
to the t r e e of l i f e " o r p r e f e r a b l y , " m a y .acquire 
p o w e r in the t r e e of l i f e . " 

T h a t r i g h t , t h a t p o w e r , t h a t p r i v i l e g e to l ive 
f r o m a n d be h e a l e d b y the t r e e of l i fe , is one 
of the d i s t i n g u i s h i n g f e a t u r e s of the N e w A g e . 
O u r H e a v e n l y F a t h e r h a s once a g a i n w r o u g h t 
c h a n g e s in the s p i r i t u a l e n v i r o n m e n t of m a n 
k i n d ; H e h a s p r o v i d e d a new u n f o l d i n g of 
D i v i n e W i s d o m a n d T r u t h ; H e h a s opened the 
w a y f o r o u r p e r s o n a l e n j o y m e n t of t h a t t r e e 
of l i fe t h a t b e c a m e c o n c e a l e d when m a n w a s 
s h u t out f r o m E d e n . 

A n d n o w t o - d a y y o u a n d I h a v e o n l y to t r y 

h u m b l y , s i n c e r e l y , t r u s t f u l l y a n d e a r n e s t l y to 
do the w i l l of o u r H e a v e n l y F a t h e r as m a d e 
k n o w n to us i n t h e t e a c h i n g s of J e s u s C h r i s t , 
o u r G o d in H i s D i v i n e H u m a n i t y , to p e r c e i v e , 
to feel , to be e n r i c h e d b y the g r a c i o u s , c o m f o r t 
i n g , u p l i f t i n g , e n l i g h t e n i n g , g u i d i n g a n d s a v i n g 
] m w e r of H i s L i f e D i v i n e t h a t is w i t h i n o u r 
s o u l s . 

A l l t h r o u g h t h e y e a r s a n d in a l l s t a t e s of 
s i c k n e s s o r of h e a l t h , we m a y t a k e f r o m the 
t r e e o f l ife j u s t w h a t we e a c h m o s t u r g e n t l y 
n e e d ; a n d l e a r n i n g to l i v e , to w i l l , to t h i n k , to 
a c t a c c o r d i n g to t h e C o m m a n d m e n t s of J e s u s 
C h r i s t o u r L o r d , t h e p e r c e p t i o n of H i s b lessed 
life a n d love w i t h i n us s h o u l d become o u r m o s t 
h a l l o w e d p o s s e s s i o n ; a n d even h e r e a n d n o w we 
m a y revel g l o r i o u s l y a n d h a p p i l y in the p e r 
fect j o v s of t h e N e w J e r u s a l e m , a n d f o r e t a s t e 
t h e s t i l l m o r e p e r f e c t j o y s of o u r h e a v e n l y h o m e 
h e r e a f t e r . 

C o n v e n t i o n N o t e s 
(Written by William H . Beales) 

Sunday - school Association 
A definite step f o r w a r d in the t r a i n i n g of teach

ers for the S u n d a y - s c h o o l s , was taken by the 
A m e r i c a n N e w - C h u r c h Sunday-school Assoc iat ion , 
at its a n n u a l meeting in the C h u r c h A u d i t o r i u m , 
on T h u r s d a y . M a y 5th. T h i s step was the out
come of the exper iment tr ied d u r i n g the last week 
of the 1937 F r y e b u r g A s s e m b l y , when conferences 
on S u n d a y - s c h o o l work were h e l d , attended by 
some thirty- f ive teachers a n d young people. T h e 
experiment proved so success fu l , that the A s s o 
ciation voted a grant of $200.00 towards meeting 
the expense of adding a th ird week to the A s 
sembly , and devoting it ent ire ly to the discussion 
of S u n d a y - s c h o o l methods and the t r a i n i n g of 
teachers . T h e details of this p r o j e c t w i l l be 
worked out and reported from time to t ime, for 
the benefit of a l l who w i s h to take advantage of 
the benefits offered. 

T h e financial report , presented by the T r e a s 
urer . Miss F l o r e n c e W h i t e h e a d , showed a some
what smal ler balance on h a n d , when compared 
with the balance at the commencement of the y e a r . 
A t that t ime, the cash on hand totalled $1 ,790 .37 , 
while the report for the year j u s t closed showed 
a balance of $1 ,586.60. O f the latter amount. 
$598.35 was debited to G e n e r a l Account , and 
$988.25 to L e s s o n Account . 

R e p o r t i n g for the H o m e D e p a r t m e n t Committee , . 
M r s . C h a r l e s H . K u e n z l i stated that there is now 
avai lable a course of lessons suitable for c h i l d r e n 
of nursery -school age, copies of which may he p r o 
cured from the L e s s o n Committee . M r s . J o h n C . 
P e r r y , chairman of the C r a d l e R o l l Committee , ex 
pressed regret that greater use was not made of 
this department by Superintendents and others in 
charge of N e w - C h u r c h centres . She again urged 
that the name of the department be changed to 
" N u r s e r y R o l l " as being a more accurate title. 
" C r a d l e R o l l is more p i c t u r e s q u e " she admitted in 
her report , " h u t we no longer use c r a d l e s . " 

T h e report of the R e v . F . H . B l a c k m e r , c h a i r 
man of the L e s s o n s Committee , indicated that i n 
addition to further revision and a m p l i f y i n g of the 
lesson-notes, two new helps h a d been issued d u r 
ing the y e a r : F i r s t , m e m o r y - c a r d s , to accompany 
the second-year lessons ; a n d , second, the e n l a r g e 
ment of the pictures provided by the Committee. 
O r i g i n a l l y one set only , was issued, s e r v i n g a l l 
d e p a r t m e n t s ; these had been expanded d u r i n g the 
y e a r to form three different sets , h a v i n g pietures 
to match a l l of the lessons. 

One of the most impress ive offerings of the 
Convent ion was the l itt le pageant ent i t led . " T h e 
F i r s t E a s t e r , " presented in the chancel of the 
c h u r c h , by some twenty c h i l d r e n , as p a r t of the 
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Sunday-school Association program. This took 
place at five o'clock on Thursday, the 5tli . No at
tempt was made at any elaborate stage-setting, 
only a few simple "properties" being used. The 
effect, however, was very satisfying in every way. 
The work was the creation of Mrs. Emily Lucia 
Hoeek. 

The public meeting, also held in the Church 
Auditorium, on Thursday evening, was unusually 
well attended. One of the most interesting fea
tures of the program was the singing by the young 
people's choir of the Baltimore Church, which 
came down in a body especially to take part in the 
program. The young folks were trained and di 
rected by Mrs. Marion Gressett, and the group 
included four soloists: Mrs. Wm. MacLey, Miss 
Etta Crossley, Miss Virginia Foster and Miss 
Dorothy East. During the evening they sang: 
" L i f t Thine Eyes," from the "E l i j ah . " " I will 
Magnify Thee, O God," by Spenee; a setting of 
the "Hundredth Psalm" by Mueller, and "Break 
Forth into Joy," by Simper. The singing was 
spirited and inspiring, and added greatly to the 
enjoyment of the program. 

The speakers of the evening were, the Rev. Mr. 
Goldsack, the Representative from the British 
Conference, and the Rev. Joy H . Hammond. Mr. 
Goldsack spoke briefly, recounting some of the 
conditions in the Sunday-schools of Great Britain. 
"We, too, are passing through a depression," .he 
said. "The enrollment of our scholars has de
creased about ten per cent during the past year 
or so,-while the average attendance shows an even 
greater decrease. I n one large school, where 
there are the names of 140 scholars on the hooks, 
there is an average attendance of only some sev
enty. Of course, there are many reasons for this, 
including the great changes we see in the attitude 
of the whole people towards organized religion. 
In addition, there is the fact that there are fewer 
children born in New-Church homes, than there 
were in the past. I n one school of well over a 
hundred enrollment, there are only two children 
of New-Church parents. As a result, our Sunday-
schools are largely missionary activities. The po
sition is serious—even critical." 

However, the speaker urged the workers not to 
allow themselves to be discouraged. He expressed 
himself as greatly impressed by the fine work of 
the Baltimore Choir, and declared that he would 
return to England and "start such a choir in my 
own Church." 

The subject discussed by the Rev. Hammond 
was, "The Growth of Religious Education." Mr . 
Hammond said, in part: 

TH E American New-Church Sunday-school 
Association, as we know it to-day, is the 

result of a long, slow development of interest 
in religious education. F i f t y years of struggle 

with the problems of religious education expired 
before the national Sunday-school organization 
was born. A survey of the origin and growth 
of this national institution takes us back to the 
first journals of Convention. 

The first Convention was called in 1 8 1 7 and 
in the following year, 1 8 1 8 , the first interest 
in religious education is discovered. This first 
interest in religious education was increased to 
national proportions when i t was organized in 
1 8 6 7 as the National New-Church Sunday-
school Association. I n the years before this 
organization was born the work of religious 
education was undertaken by various commit
tees of Convention. 

For convenience the work of religious edu
cation may he thought of as divided into two 
periods, namely: the period from 1 8 1 8 to 1 8 6 7 , 
when the work was handled by various Con
vention Committees; and the period from 1 8 6 7 
to the present time, during which the American 
New-Church Sunday-school Association has 
functioned. These two periods of development 
represent 1 2 0 years of religious education. I n 
this development four objectives have been 
sought. Those objectives may be thought of 
under the headings, ( 1 ) Catechism, ( 2 ) Bible 
Stories, ( 3 ) Spiritual Sense, and ( 4 ) Graded 
Lessons. 

FIRST INTEREST 

1 . The source of the Church's earliest inter
est in religious education is something like this : 
Individual New-Church families became con
scious of the religious needs of their children. 
They saw the necessity for protecting their 
children against false doctrines. They fore
saw the need of instil l ing the heavenly doctrines 
of the Church into the minds of their children. 
The common schools in no way provided for 
the religious needs of the children. I n fact it 
was recognized that the public and private edu
cational institutions not only tolerated evil ten
dencies but so misunderstood selfish ambitions 
and principles that the harmfulness of them was 
not seen. 

This was the kind of condition which led a 
member of the Church to write a letter to Con
vention urging the education of children. The 
communication was recognized by Convention 
when it was assembled in 1 8 1 8 . A t that time 
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letters and communications were referred to a 
committee which presented them before Conven
t ion. Let me quote from the report of that 
Committee. 

"Among the letters referred to your commit
tee was one from a member of the church, u r g 
ing the propriety of insti l l ing into the minds of 
children at an early age sentiments of piety, 
founded on the principles of the New-Church. 
Your committee, aware of the importance of 
such a measure, recommend to Convention the 
appointment of a committee, to prepare and 
publish a catechism for the use of children with 
the view to establishing an uniformity of i n 
struction in the leading doctrines of the 
church." 

I n this way the attention of Convention was 
aroused. Other committees were formed from 
time to time to work at various problems that 
arose. The Committee on Catechism was the 
first. 

2 . The task of the Committee on Catechism 
was that of preparing and publishing a cate
chism. The work proceeded very cautiously so 
that something could be produced that would 
be "worthy of the enlarged views of the New 
Dispensation." The English Conference was 
engaged with the same objective so i t seemed 
desirable to defer any conclusive action unti l 
the English edition was published. 

I n a report of the committee for 1 8 2 3 some 
progress had been made. Materials to go into 
the catechism and the arrangement of materials 
were suggested. Principles of education were 
also proposed as to the teaching of abstract 
truths . Some of those principles are worthy 
of mention. 

"Previous to instruction in abstract truths , 
the mind should be prepared by forming a plan 
for their reception. The mind consists of di f 
ferent degrees which are successively opened 
and formed by knowledges suitable to each de
gree. The natural is opened by natural knowl
edges, the spiritual by knowledges of the truths 
of the Holy Word . 

" Instruct ion in the l iteral sense of the W o r d 
must form the basis of natural instruction, and 
a knowledge of the science of correspondences 
must form the foundation of the spiritual sense. 
The letter of the W o r d therefore, and the 

science of correspondences must be preparatory 
to profitable instruction in true doctrine. 

" A f t e r instruction in the l i teral sense of the 
W o r d , a series of questions may be drawn up 
on some of the leading correspondences drawn 
from the most notable objects of creation, such 
as the sun, moon, stars, heat, l ight , etc., as well 
as from the subjects of the animal, vegetable 
and mineral kingdoms." 

This report also suggests an order for the 
arrangement of doctrinal studies in the prepa
ration of the catechism. I t makes an appeal to 
the instructors of Sunday-schools that books 
be compiled that wi l l assist with religious i n 
struction in the homes and in the Sunday-
schools. 

Some of the Societies used catechisms that 
were prepared independently of this committee. 
The committee published one chapter of a cate
chism in the MESSENGER in 1 8 6 5 . A resolution 
to issue a catechism is in the minutes of Con
vention for 1 8 6 6 , but jus t what this committee 
accomplished beyond this, does not appear at 
the present wri t ing . I t is certain however that 
the catechism "method" of teaching was the 
accepted pattern throughout this earliest 
period of interest in religious education. 

T H E C O M M I T T E E ON I N F A N T SCHOOLS 
3. The need for what was called infant 

schools of instruction was expressed in 1 8 3 0 . 
A committee was formed for the purpose of re
port ing at the next Convention on Infant 
Schools. The disordered state of society 
seemed to demand that such schools be encour
aged. Avocations occupied the parents in ad
dition to their vocations so that they found i t 
impossible to exercise the watchful care over 
their children that would preserve them from 
evil inclinations and establish them in affec
tions for goodness. 

"We believe that a well-informed, judicious 
mother is the best instructress of her own off
spring, the one designed and appointed in the 
order of Providence; and that , were society 
in a state of order none other would he re
quired, at least during the ages of infancy and 
childhood. Inasmuch as this is not the state 
of things we think that infant schools may be 
instruments of great good in the community 
and of preparing the way of the L o r d . " 
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The reports of Societies show that Sabbath 
Schools were in operation in Cincinnati in 1 8 3 2 , 
in New York City in 1 8 3 3 , and in Providence 
and Bridgewater in 1 8 3 6 . I t seems r ight to 
infer that the Committee on In fant Schools is 
responsible for the rapid increase of Sabbath 
Schools. Family worship is another thing that 
is udged by this committee. The worthy ob
jectives which were in view by these methods 
were the implanting of remains, the guarding 
against false doctrines, and the teaching of 
the heavenly truths as the guides and tests of 
action. 

T H E S T A N D I N G C O M M I T T E E ON RELIGIOUS 
E D U C A T I O N 

4. As the Sabbath Schools increased, the 
need for books of instruction in teaching and 
for lesson plans was a serious problem. Out of 
this need the Standing Committee on Religious 
Instruction was formed. This committee was 
authorized to select, write, or cause to be w r i t 
ten books of instruction for the education of 
children. The committee was appointed in 
1 8 3 5 . Not one book in twenty of the Old 
Church literature was considered satisfactory 
for use in the New-Church schools. I n 1 8 3 8 
three hooks were recommended by the com-» 
mittee, "Stories for Small Children," "Ques
tions on the Doctrine of L i f e , " and Lessons 
for Children of New Church Schools." 

A t this time no child was admitted to the 
Sunday-school who was not baptized, and i t 
was felt that the school should be under the 
care of the pastor or some suitable member of 
the Society. Instruct ion at home was com
mended. 

"The proper relation between the home and 
the external world is like the internal and ex
ternal mind. The home of the New-Churchman 
>hould he very distinct from the world. Wi th in 
the private department of his natural life, noth
ing should be admitted as a friend or associate 
which will interfere with bringing his internal 
principles ful ly and freely into word and deed." 

The beginning of the Bible Story as a new 
kind of religious method in the New Church 
came with the publication of the New-Church 
Magazine for Children in 1 8 4 3 . The general 
publishing of this magazine marks the end of 

the first period of interest in religious educa
t ion, and i t is set apart as the first period by 
the fact that its work was that of Convention 
Committees. 

T H E ORGANIZATION P E R I O I > — 1 8 6 6 - 1 9 3 8 
5. I n 1 8 6 6 a special committee of five was 

appointed to report at the next Convention on 
the organization and instruction of Sahhath 
Schools. This committee called the teachers 
and superintendents of Sunday-schools to a 
meeting of Convention at Cincinnati in June 
of 1 8 6 7 . Blanks asking for statistical reports 
were sent in advance, and returns were sent in 
from thirty-three schools, twenty-eight of which 
were represented personally. This group of 
teachers took steps that led to the permanent 
organization of the American New-Church 
Sunday-school Association. A constitution 
was adopted at a meeting of Convention in 
Portland, Maine in 1 8 6 8 . 

This paper does not attempt an exhaustive 
study of the national organization period of 
religious education; hut i t does call attention 
to useful objectives that were dominant during 
this period. Since the organization was char
tered there is this annual coming together of the 
teachers of the Sunday-schools. Also sectional 
meetings called Sunday-school Associations 
have been formed. Perhaps the Massachu
setts Sunday-school Association has been one 
of the leading ones. These larger bodies have 
been instrumental in encouraging the forma
tion of classes of instruction for Sunday-school 
teachers. 

LESSON P L A N S 
Another objective has been that of preparing 

and publishing uniform lessons. This was done 
by the American Association by making use 
of the monthly paper "Good Tidings , " edited 
in Washington. Along with the problem of 
publishing lessons came the question of teach
ing the spir itual sense. Some ministers advised 
against teaching the spir i tual sense except 
where i t shines through the letter. Warning 
was also given not to force moral lessons from 
the text. Problems of this kind began about 
1 8 7 8 . As more ministers became convinced 
that, correspondences could he taught by means 
of a simple, obvious approach, interest in this 
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o b j e c t i v e g r e w . T h e r e p o r t s s h o w t h a t t h e 
R e v . J o h n W o r c e s t e r w a s t h e one who w a s the 
m o s t s u c c e s s f u l i n a t t a i n i n g t h i s e n d i n h i s own 
c h u r c h a n d t h e m o s t i n f l u e n t i a l i n a t t a i n i n g 
the u s e of i t b y t h e e n t i r e o r g a n i z a t i o n . 

I n 1 8 8 0 i n t e r e s t in g r a d e d lessons h a d c r e 
a t e d so m u c h a t t e n t i o n , a n d t h e c o m m i t t e e a t 
w o r k in t h e p r e p a r a t i o n of l e s s o n s of t h i s k i n d 
h a d done so w e l l , t h a t t h e c o m m i t t e e on u n i 
f o r m lessons w a s d i s c h a r g e d , a n d t h e lessons 
c h o s e n f o r t h e f o l l o w i n g y e a r w e r e those p r e 
p a r e d b y t h e c o m m i t t e e on g r a d e d l e s s o n s . I n 
t e r e s t i n t h i s t y p e of lesson w a s i n t r o d u c e d 
t h r o u g h the effort of P r o f e s s o r S a f f o r d i n 1 8 7 1 . 

I n t e r e s t i n t h e c r e a t i o n of S u n d a y - s c h o o l 
l i b r a r i e s b e g a n to g r o w . I n t h i s o b j e c t i v e t h e 
q u e s t i o n w a s t h a t of w h i c h b o o k s were s a f e 
to p l a c e before t h e c h i l d r e n . 

T h e l a t t e r y e a r s of the A s s o c i a t i o n ' s w o r k 
h a v e been v e r y p r o d u c t i v e ones . P r i n c i p l e s 
of t e a c h i n g h a v e been p u t f o r t h , h e l p s to B i b l e 
s t u d y h a v e been c r e a t e d , t h e p u b l i c a t i o n of 
S u n d a y - s c h o o l s o n g h o o k s h a s been a c c o m 
p l i s h e d , a n d t h e p r e p a r a t i o n of lessons a n d les 
son notes h a s been t r e m e n d o u s l y i n c r e a s e d . 

P e r h a p s t h e m o s t s i g n i f i c a n t f a c t of a l l , t h a t 
is so e v i d e n t in the h i s t o r y of r e l i g i o u s e d u c a 
t i o n in the c h u r c h , is the f a c t , t h a t none of the 
o b j e c t i v e s t h a t h a s f r o m t ime to t ime been 
s o u g h t — n o n e of them h a s ever been e n t i r e l y 
d i s c r e d i t e d . W h e t h e r we r e f e r to t h e i n t e r e s t 
in t h e c a t e c h i s m , the i n t e r e s t in t h e B i b l e s t o r y , 
the i n t e r e s t in t h e s p i r i t u a l sense , o r t h e i n 
t e r e s t in l e s s o n p l a n s , we c a n " n o t " s a y t h a t 
a n y o f these p r i m a r y o b j e c t i v e s h a v e l o s t t h e i r 
u s e f u l n e s s . 

W i t h t h i s g e n e r a l view of t h e a c c o m p l i J i -
ments of the C h u r c h in the p r o b l e m s of r e l i g i o u s 
e d u c a t i o n i n o u r m i n d s , let us be e n c o u r a g e d 
to f a c e a n y c o n d i t i o n s w h a t e v e r t h a t m a y a r i s e , 
conf ident t h a t o u r r i c h h e r i t a g e i n t h e field of 
r e l i g i o u s e d u c a t i o n is sufficient f o r e v e r y need. 

National Alliance of N e w - C h u r c h 
W o m e n 

T h e t h i r t y - t h i r d a n n u a l meeting of the Nat ional 
A l l i a n c e of N e w - C h u r c h W o m e n opened its busi 
ness session in the A u d i t o r i u m of the W a s h i n g t o n 
C h u r c h on F r i d a y , M a y 6th , with the P r e s i d e n t . 
M r s . H e n r y T . K e n t , of P h i l a d e l p h i a , in the c h a i r . 

T h e meeting was opened with the s inging of the 
A l l i a n c e H y m n , " O L o r d , a l l glorious L i f e of 
l i f e ! " and reading from the W o r d and p r a y e r , led 
by the A l l i a n c e C h a p l a i n , M r s . C h a r l e s H . K u e n z l i , 
of B r i d g e w a t e r . M r s . S . J . C . G o l d s a c k , guest 
from the L e a g u e of N e w - C h u r c h W o m e n of G r e a t 
B r i t a i n , was given a hearty welcome, and accorded 
the privi lege of j o i n i n g into the discussions . T h e 
usual routine business was t r a n s a c t e d , the election 
of officers resul t ing as fo l lows : 

President 
M i s s F r a n c e s E . D a r r a c o t t 

1st Vice-President 
M r s . C . J e s p e r Cobb 

2nd Vice-President 
M r s . J o h n C . Moses 

3rd Vice-President 
M r s . D i r k D i e p h u i s 

Recording Secretary 
M r s . B . A . Whit temore 

Correspond in g S e ere t a ry 
M r s . L o u i s A . Dole 

Treasurer 
M r s . G . Y . A n d e r s o n 

Chairman Nominating Committee 
M r s . J o h n W . S p i e r s 

Directors-at-large » 
M r s . H e l e n C r a i g 

M i s s F l o r e n c e M u r d o e k 

A t one o'clock the meeting a d j o u r n e d for l u n c h 
eon, which was served in the P a r i s h H o u s e of the 
U n i v e r s a l i s t C h u r c h . F o l l o w i n g the luncheon, 
M r s . G o l d s a c k del ivered the greetings of the N e w -
C h u r c h women of G r e a t B r i t a i n . She was fol 
lowed by M r s . F r e d C . B u r d e t t , who told of the 
plans w h i c h were being p r e p a r e d for thp coming 
300th a n n i v e r s a r y of the first S w e d i s h Sett lement 
in A m e r i c a , which w i l l short ly be celebrated in 
P h i l a d e l p h i a . O f interest to a l l N e w - C h u r c h 
people is the fact that the first B i s h o p of the " N e w 
S w e d e n " was J e s p e r S w e d b e r g , B i s h o p of S k a r a . 
S w e d e n , a n d father of E m a n u e l Swedenborg . A 
gl impse of conditions in the N e w W o r l d to which 
the e a r l y settlers came, was shown in a letter , 
wri t ten b y Cotton M a t h e r , noted p r e a c h e r , of 
B o s t o n , and se l f - s ty led " e x t e r m i n a t o r of wi tch 
c r a f t , " to J o h n H i g g i n s o n , in 1682. T h i s letter 
read , i n p a r t : " T h e r e is now at sea a ship 
c a l l e d ' T h e Welcome, ' which has aboard her 
a h u n d r e d or more heretics ca l led Q u a k e r s , 
with W i l l i a m P e n n , the scamp, at the head of them. 
T h e general has accordingly given orders to 
M a s t e r M a l a c h i H o c k s e t t , of the b r i g P o r p o i s , 
to w a y l a y said 'Welcome, ' and make pr isoners of 
said P e n n and his ungodly c r e w . . . . " T h e r e is 
no record of B i s h o p S w e d b e r g ever h a v i n g p e r 
sonal ly vis ited his diocese in far-off A m e r i c a . 

A t the afternoon meeting, M i s s L i l l i a n R o g e r s , 
of P h i l a d e l p h i a , del ivered an address on " S p i r i -
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tual G r o w t h through S e r v i c e , " and M r s . George 
C . A m e s , also of P h i l a d e l p h i a , addressed the meet
ing on the s u b j e c t , " D a i l y L i v i n g by N e w - C h u r c h 
P r i n c i p l e s . " T h e s e papers were discussed by M r s . 
G a r d i n e r P e r r y , M r s . V i n c e n t F r o s t and M r s . 
C h a r l e s W . H a r v e y . T h e y w i l l appear in a special 

Women's A l l i a n c e issue of T H E M E S S E N G E R in S e p 
tember. M r s . G i l b e r t A n d e r s o n of D e t r o i t , urged 
upon the mothers the necessity of the fullest sup
port of the S u n d a y - s c h o o l act ivi t ies , as p r e p a r a 
tion for fu l ler connection with the C h u r c h . 

(Additional Convention Reports in next issue) 

W h i t h e r E d u c a t i o n ? 
By Wilfred Q . Rice 

AMONG the most significant of the prob
lems of this age is that of education. 

Has society performed its full duty to mem
bers of the rising generation when i t teaches 
them the mere rudiments of civilization? 
Which is more important, a " l iberal education," 
or sufficient vocational instruction to ensure 
prompt employment? Or is i t not possible so 
to combine the best features of both that more 
young people will be really prepared for good 
citizenship? 

That questions such as those just given are 
both timely and important is evident from re
cent statements by distinguished educators. I n 
stead of the usual pleas for more schools, more 
teachers, and more courses, we now hear elo
quent appeals for better schools, more compe
tent teachers, and courses that deal more d i 
rectly with present needs. What is more, some 
educators have had the temerity to question the 
entire ideology of our educational system. 
They say, in effect, "We are educating the 
young, to he sure; hut in what direction? Wide
spread unemployment, unprecedented addiction 
to gambling, and a disgraceful divorce rate, 
are these the marks of a t r u l y educated popu
lace?" 

Foremost among the champions of educa
tional reform stands D r . Robert M . Hutchins, 
President of the University of Chicago. T y p 
ical of Dr . Hutchins' complaints are the follow
ing : " A poor system of education is turning out 
1 0 0 , 0 0 0 poor teachers a year who in turn edu
cate poorly the students who are going to he 
teachers." "Legislatures and school commit-

- have a tendency to include the least distin
guished of our citizens." " A child cannot he 
prepared for an uncertain future unt i l he has 
learned to use his head." From these remarks 

i t may be concluded that D r . Hutchins regards 
the present system as unqualified to take the 
lead in any farreaching reform. 

The question now arises: "Assuming that 
education as now presented fails to serve the 
greatest good of the greatest number, what 
improvements could be made?" There would 
he l i t t le point in reviewing the vast number of 
technical suggestions that have appeared in 
p r i n t during the past few months; what we are 
seeking is a broad, general principle that will 
raise a noble profession to its proper use. 
Excluding, therefore, all suggestions that re
late merely to external things, let us con
sider the two schools of thought that have 
been most prominent in the discussion to date. 

F i r s t to enter the field, and no doubt more 
familiar to most of us, is the ideal of "l iberal 
education." Though mathematically-minded 
persons have scorned i t as "Culture without 
calculus," and others have regarded with .sus
picion a course of study that does not require 
intensive specialization in some narrow field, 
the adherents of liberal education are not 
wholly cast down. W i t h heads bloody but un
bowed they cling to the belief that a wide ac
quaintance with learning in general is more 
conductive to wisdom and happiness than their 
opponents' habit of "learning more and more 
about less and less." To the credit of liberal 
education i t must be said that its catholicity is 
a prime remover of prejudice and conceit, while 
on the debit side should be recorded the fact 
that unemployment among the graduates of 
" l i bera l " colleges is - . t i l l serious enough to 
cause many of them to regret their choice. 

Attention has been called so far chiefly to 
the problems of college and university t r a i n i n g : 
a field which, regardless of its importance, i n -
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eludes a very small minority of those affected 
by educational policies in general. T u r n i n g to 
the broader aspects of the question, therefore, 
let us consider the second of the schools of 
thought mentioned above. "Job - t ra in ing" is 
the frank slogan of the many educators who 
feel that the solution of most of our economic 
ills lies in the adoption of an intensive pro 
gram of vocational training. Even in Chicago, 
the stronghold of D r . Hutchins, the new policy-
has been inaugurated by Wi l l iam H . Johnson, 
Superintendent of Schools. I n his decision to 
raise the number of " j o b - t r a i n i n g " courses in 
the Chicago schools from twenty to eighty per
cent of the entire curriculum, Superintendent 
Johnson has struck a telling blow for the cause 
of vocational tra ining . 

To many impart ia l observers, there would 
seem to be no necessity for conflict between 
liberal education and vocational tra ining . I n 
theory, each appears to serve a different group: 
one for those who look to professional or exec
utive pursuits for their livelihood; the other 
for those with less interest in academic subjects 
hut with greater dexterity in manual arts. I n 
practice, however, "Things are seldom what 
they seem." I t would he interesting to know 
how many young men meekly enter "the fel
lowship of educated men" each year at H a r 
vard, et als., when, i f the t r u t h were known, 
they would ask nothing better in life than the 
privilege of reviving moribund motors. There 
would be a lesson, also, in the story of ambi
tious mechanics who regard their skill only as 
the stepping-stone to a grimly pursued college 
degree. 

Whither education? Despite the conflicting 
views that have been suggested, rising above 
the turmoi l of prejudice and ignorance, there 
surely must be a solution to the problem. What 
the solution wil l be is beyond the scope of this 
article and the ken of the present writer, but 
a few preliminary remarks may be of value. To 
begin wi th , is i t not possible that most of the 
difficulties of our educational system grow out 
of failure to grasp the true meaning of "edu
cation"? For a long time i t was thought that 
the word was derived from the L a t i n 
"educo"—to lead out (of one's ignorance). 
When experience had shown that ignorance of 

the better ways of life defied a great variety of 
"educative" efforts, i t was then concluded that 
another L a t i n verb, "educari" — ( implying 
" t r a i n i n g " ) was the root to be preferred. The 
recent efforts of education, therefore, have been 
directed toward the cultivation of t ra i ts and 
abilities that are considered socially and eco
nomically desirable. 

What are the marks of an "educated" per
son? Since the advocates of neither the " l i b 
era l " nor "vocational" systems have prevailed 
as yet, i t may be well to quote the following 
statement from John Ruskin: 

"Education does not mean teaching people what they 
do not know. I t means teaching them to behave as they 
do not behave. I t is not teaching the youth the shapes 
of letters and the tricks of numbers and then leaving 
them to turn their arithmetic to roguery, and their l i t 
erature to lust. I t means, on the contrary, training them 
into the perfect exercise and kingly continence of their 
bodies and souls. It is a painful, continual, and difficult 
work to be done by kindness, by watching, by warning, 
by precept, and by praise, but above all, by example." 

Excellent, indeed, are the precepts thus given, 
and few are the schools which meet them, but 
an even higher standard lies before us. The 
L o r d said: "Enter ye in at the strait gate: for 
wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that 
leadeth to destruction, and many there be 
which go in thereat: Because strait is the gate, 
and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, 
and few there be that find i t . " 

Is i t "old-fashioned" to insist that no child 
is properly fitted for the problems of life wi th
out some knowledge of the laws which transcend 
the wisdom of man? Should parents be com
pelled to leave their children in the formative 
years of life to the care of teachers who are 
so filled with the pride of self-derived intel l i 
gence that they scorn al l knowledge above that 
of the senses? To the shame of public schools 
in our largest cities i t must be recorded that 
members of their teaching staffs are free to 
dismiss classes early in order to catch up on 
their smoking, to appear for duty obviously 
the worse for dissipation, in short, to do what 
they wil l as long as they escape open notoriety, 
and st i l l be counted worthy to minister to i n 
nocent children. 

The New Church has long been the pioneer 
in movements for the spiritual emancipation of 
man; should we not take the lead in securing 

(Concluded on page 358) 
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Sunlight That Heals 

TH E R E are some blessings that the L o r d 
sends to all mankind, and which are enjoyed 

equally by the good and the evil. These are 
the blessings of the natural world. Food, 
clothing, books, education, heat and l ight , and 
scores of other things. The L o r d strives to 
bless all mankind. And the good things of the 
earth can be received and enjoyed by all . 

There are other blessings that can be re
ceived only by those who love the L o r d and 
seek to obey H i m . These are the things that 
belong to the soul. Innocence, p u r i t y , fa i th in 
the L o r d , honesty, truthfulness—these come 
only to the good. The L o r d desires to give 
them to al l mankind, but only the obedient can 
receive them. E v i l people close their hearts 
to the spiritual blessings. They desire to have 
only those things that minister to their selfish 
pleasures. 

One of the greatest blessings that come to 
good and evil alike is sunshine. I n the Gospel 
according to St. Matthew i t is said of our 
Heavenly Father, "He maketh his sun to rise 
on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain 
on the just and on the un jus t . " 

Without the sunshine i t would not be pos
sible for us to live. The things on which we 
feed would not grow. There would be no grain , 
vegetables and f r u i t for mankind, no grass for 
cattle, no food for birds. Some forms of life 
can flourish without sunshine, but not men. 
There are deep sea fishes who dwell in eternal 
£jloom, and there are many t iny forms of life 
that flourish best in the dark. B u t man and 

all the higher forms of life need sunshine. They 
cannot live long in the dark, nor could they 
get food without the heat and l ight of the sun. 

Dur ing recent years men of science have 
proved to us that sunshine is essential to good 
health. They have discovered that sunlight 
kills the germs of many diseases. And thev 
tel l us that the more we live in the sunshine the 
healthier we wil l be. L i v i n g in dark, i l l venti
lated rooms causes us to lose our health; l iving 
for many hours a day in the sunshine brings 
to most of us a restoration to health and 
strength. I f you wish to be strong and healthy 
live as much as possible out of doors and let 
your body be bathed in sunshine. 

What is true of the body is also true of the 
soul. There is a divine sunlight that proceeds 
from the Lord . His love and wisdom stream 
through the heavens jus t as surely as heat and 
l ight stream from the sun. They can flow into 
our hearts and minds and fill us with spiritual 
health. I n the W o r d , the L o r d is spoken of as 
" T h e Sun of Righteousness, risen with healing 
in his wings." 

How can we get the Lord's spir itual sun
shine into our hearts and minds? F i r s t of a l l , 
we must pray to H i m that He wil l fill our 
hearts with love and our minds with t r u t h . 
Secondly, we must begin to act in love to all 
the people around us. We must fill our lives 
with a desire to do good to other people. 

One of the first things a Boy Scout learns is 
that he must do one good deed every day. But 
he soon finds that the habit of doing good deeds 
grows on him and he finds himself desiring to 
do good deeds all the day. 
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Make a habit of doing good to other people. 
The L o r d will fill your heart with love, and 
your life wi l l be ful l of the warmth of heavenly 
sunshine. 

One other thing remains to be done: we need 
l ight as well as warmth. We can gain spiritual 
l ight by reading the Bible. I t shows us the 
path of duty, teaches us to obey the Command
ments, urges us to forgive our enemies, tells us 
how to walk through life. 

The sunshine of the L o r d heals our spir itual 
diseases, and makes us strong and valiant in 
His cause. 

Whither Education? 
(Continued from page 356) 

forever the rights of children to an education 
that does not do violence to the heavenly re
mains which the good L o r d has granted? As 
a tax-payer and parent I protest against any 
educational system which crucifies the normal 
religious impulses of a child for the sake of 
bureaucracy; as a humble, but patriot ic New-

Churchman, I appeal to you all for justice in 
education. Whatever system may prevail, 
however wise we may become in our own con
ceit, let us never become too proud to acknowl
edge the L o r d ! 

F R O M OUR READERS 

T o t h e E d i t o r o f T H E M E S S E N G E R : 

I f t h e c o lumns o f t h e M E S S E N G E R a re n o t c losed 
o n t h e t o p i c o f M r . O d c y ' s J r . l e t t e r o f M a r c h 
1 6 t h , 1 w o u l d l i k e the p r i v i l e g e o f e n d o r s i n g his 
s t a n d . 

I h a d f a i l e d t o r e a d h is a r t i c l e i n t i m e t o r e 
c o r d , b e f o r e , m y c o m p l e t e concurrence i n his keen 
t h r u s t s a t t h e p u e r i l e , i n e p t a n d w e a k p r e s e n t a 
t i o n o f t h e H e a v e n l y D o c t r i n e s b y o u r p u l p i t a n d 
press . T o m a n y s tudents ( a n d m a y t h e i r n u m b e r 
i n c r e a s e ) t h e over - emphas i s o f m y s t i c i s m is obnox 
ious a n d fa l se . I t is u n r e a l . T h e d o c t r i n e s t h e m 
selves concern l i v i n g l i f e . T h e i r e v i d e n t m e a n i n g 
a n d i m p l i c a t i o n s are so a p t f o r our t i m e s , t h a t i t 
is safe to say no o t h e r g r o u p i n t h e w o r l d has so 
r i c h a p h i l o s o p h y , as we have , t h r o u g h S w e d e n 
b o r g . 

W e have become a w a r e o f a s u b s t a n t i a l s p i r i t u a l 
w o r l d , i t s soc ia l a r r a n g e m e n t s , t h e G r a n d M a n 
a n d t h e c o n s t i t u t i o n t h a t governs a l l . W e k n o w 

t h a t t h e N e w J e r u s a l e m is d e s c e n d i n g t o e a r t h as 
a n e w c i v i l i z a t i o n , p a t t e r n e d a f t e r t h e h e a v e n l y 
m o d e l a n d r e d u c i n g to p o w d e r e v e r y t h i n g t h a t bars 
t h e w a y . T h i s is good k n o w l e d g e t o have , because 
i t comes t o us w i t h t h e s a n c t i o n o f a r e v e l a t i o n . 
H a v i n g a l l o f t h i s i t w o u l d seem b u t c o m m o n sense 
t o m a k e use o f i t i n h e l p i n g t o so lve t h e w o r l d ' s 
i l l s , r a t h e r t h a n to h i d e i t u n d e r a b u s h e l . T h e 
s u b j e c t is so i n t r i g u i n g because the b u r d e n o f 
o u r message is t h e w e l l - b e i n g o f m a n ; a s o u n d 
m i n d i n a s o u n d b o d y , r egard less o f race , c o l o r , 
creed or p r e v i o u s c o n d i t i o n s . W e m a y h o l d a 
b l i n d f e a r a n d w e m a y be p r e v e n t e d b y t h e o r d i 
n a r y v ice o f m a n y o f us , s u p r e m a c y , to c o m m i t our 
o r g a n i z a t i o n to m a k e c o m m o n cause w i t h o t h e r 
agencies whose o b j e c t i v e l i n k s u p w i t h ours f o r 
a r e j u v e n a t e d w o r l d . W e m a y l e t such u n w o r t h y 
concept ions p r e v e n t us , b u t l e t us r e a l i z e t h a t ob 
l i v i o n is t h e p r i c e w e p a y . 

G I L B E R T A N D E R S O N . 
8542 Q u i n c y A v e n u e , 

D e t r o i t , M i c h . 

Swedenborg and Saturn's Rings 
T h e famous r i n g s i n S a t u r n ' s B e l t t o those on 

t h a t p l a n e t , do n o t a p p e a r t o t h e m as a b e l t , de 
c lares S w e d e n b o r g , b u t as a s n o w y l i g h t i n v a r i o u s 
d i r e c t i o n s — ( E . U. 104 . ) 

W o n d e r i n g w h y t h i s w a s , w e p u t the q u e s t i o n 
to D r . A . V i b e r t D o u g l a s , a w e l l - k n o w n l e c t u r e r 
a t M c G i l l U n i v e r s i t y , a s k i n g i f t h e effect w h i c h 
w e see f r o m our e a r t h m i g h t he due t o some t r i c k 
i n l i g h t r e f r a c t i o n . W e also m e n t i o n e d t h e l i q u i d 
fire k n o w n t o those on M a r s a n d t h e g l u e used 
i n the m a k i n g o f c l o t h i n g . ( N o . 9 3 e ) . 

D r . D o u g l a s r e p l i e d as f o l l o w s : 
" T h e reason f o r s t a t i n g t h a t the r i n g s o f S a t u r n 

are composed o f s m a l l m e t e o r - l i k e p a r t i c l e s is t h a t 
t h e spectroscope shows t h a t the v e l o c i t y o f r e v o l u 
t i o n decreases o u t w a r d s , hence each p a r t i c l e c o m 
p o s i n g t h e r i n g s is m o v i n g as i n an o r b i t a c c o r d 
i n g to K e p l e r ' s L a w , a n d n o t as a s o l i d disc . 

" T h e a p p e a r a n c e i n t h e s k y , as seen f r o m the 
s u r f a c e o f t h e p l a n e t S a t u r n w o u l d d e p e n d u p o n 
t h e p o s i t i o n o f t h e observer . I f w i t h i n a n a r r o w 
t r o p i c a l zone, t h e r e w o u l d p r o b a b l y be a d i f f u s e d 
g l o w i n a l l d i r e c t i o n s , b u t f r o m f u r t h e r n o r t h or 
south o f t h e e q u a t o r t h e g l o w w o u l d be i n certain 
d i r e c t i o n s o n l y — n o t v e r t i c a l l y o v e r h e a d , n o r t o 
w a r d s t h e neares t p o l e . 

" T h e a t m o s p h e r e is n o w k n o w n to c o n t a i n a 
g r e a t d e a l o f a m m o n i a gas ( N H 3 ) a n d also 
M e t h a n e ( C H 4 ) n e i t h e r o f w h i c h w i l l s u p p o r t 
h u m a n l i f e as we k n o w i t t e r r e s t r i a l l y . 

"Because o f the r e l a t i v e o r b i t a l p o s i t i o n o f E a r t h 
a n d S a t u r n , we sometimes see t h e r i n g s f r o m be 
l o w , somet imes f r o m above, a n d sometimes edge 
o n , b u t t h i s does n o t m e a n a change i n t h e p o s i -
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lion of the r ings relative to the equatorial plane of 
S a t u r n . 

" I am told that the J a p a n e s e and Chinese use 
glue i n m a k i n g their c l o t h e s — p e r h a p s Swedenborg 
was a w a r e of this . F l u i d fires suggest burning 
oil to m y m i n d . " 

W . 

Send U s Y o u r Cancelled Postage 
Stamps 

T h e B o a r d of Miss ions has started a p l a n for 
rais ing funds through the sale of cancel led postage 
- tamps . T h e C h u r c h societies a n d those present 
at the recent session of the G e n e r a l Convention 
in Washington have a lready received p a r t i c u l a r s 
so that this announcement is addressed m a i n l y to 
others who may be interested in he lp ing us raise 
funds through this means. T h e method itsel f is 
not ent ire ly new, the distinctive feature in the 
present case being that al l stamps are to be sent 
to a central point ( B o a r d of M i s s i o n s , B o x 27 , 
H a w t h o r n e , N . J . ) where they w i l l be expert ly 
sorted and graded and then marketed . S t a m p s 
should not be removed from envelopes, but sent 
in by detaching the corners . S tamps of any age, 
of al l k inds and descript ion and from any part of 
the w o r l d are acceptable . T h i s includes tax 
stamps, C h r i s t m a s seals , postcards , metered and 
permit items. I n the case of business houses 
which w i l l let us have their s tamps , the complete 
envelopes may be sent in . I n a l l cases we w i l l 
pay the cost of transportat ion . A l r e a d y consid
erable quantities of stamps have been received 
and there are indications that i f the m a r k e t i n g 
proves sat i s factory , the p l a n w i l l be a successful 
means of r a i s i n g funds without monetary c o n t r i 
butions from the field. W e therefore a p p e a l for 
the interest of everyone reading this art ic le . 

OBITU ARY 

M U R D O C H . — M r s . F l o r e n c e C a r l i s l e M u r d o c h , 
member of a prominent C i n c i n n a t i fami ly and 

lighter of one of the pioneer sett lers of that 
city , died at W i l b u r - b y - t h e - s e a , F l o r i d a , on A p r i l 
I , 1938. She was born in C i n c i n n a t i J u n e 17, 
1819, a daughter of George C a r l i s l e and S a r a h 
Blossom L o r i n g C a r l i s l e . H e r husband J a m e s 
R i l e y M u r d o c h died in 1892 whi le on a t r i p to 
F l o r i d a . 

She was a charter member of the Mayflower Society, 
Ex-Regent of the Cincinnati Chapter of the Daughters 
of the American Revolution. She served on the Board 
of the Cincinnati Orphan Asylum for twenty-three years, 
ind was for many years on the Board of the Ohio Hos

pital for Women and Children. She spent four years 
•- •road after completing her education in 1869, and was 

on one occasion presented to Her Majesty Queen V i c 
toria. 

Mrs. Murdoch was an active member of the Church 
in Cincinnati all her life. In conjunction with Miss 
Nellie Babbit and Miss Gertrude James she set the Mite 
Box—a thank offering for missionary work—in opera
tion in Ohio. Seven years later with the help of Miss 
Emily Martin, the Mite Box became a national insti
tution. 

Mrs. Murdoch's interest in life was centered in her 
home and her Church. She was a charter member of 
the Ladies' Class for Bible Study, which is now closing 
its forty-sixth year. She was a member of the Ladies' 
Aid Association, the Woman's Alliance, and took an 
active part in the work of the Society wherever she saw 
an opportunity to serve. The field of usefulness now 
presented to her in the spiritual world must be large 
and satisfying indeed. She is survived by a daughter, 
Florence, and a son, Carlisle, who is at present Treas
urer of the Cincinnati Society. 

L . G . H . 

NEWS OF THE CHURCH 

B O S T O N 
A meeting of the Church Council was held in the 

church vestry on Monday evening, May 23rd, for the 
purpose of discussing the Society's plans for the season 
1938-1939. 

At noon on May 25th the annual meeting and break
fast of the Massachusetts New-Church Women's Alliance 
took place. The afternoon program included the elec
tion of officers, a report of the highlights of Convention 
from the delegate, and an address by the Honorable 
Malcolm E . Nichols. 

B R O C K T O N , M A S S . 
On Wednesday evening, May 25th, the members of the 

Young People's League met at the church for supper 
and their annual meeting. The election of officers was 
the chief item of business. 

The Ladies' Circle called its annual meeting for 
Thursday. May 26th. 

CALENDAR 
• 

J u n e 12. 
Feast of the Holy City 

(See. B . W . , p. 1, ft., and p. 4 8 9 ) 
H y m n 2 1 7 : " A w a k e , a w a k e , O Z i o n . " 
S c l . 2 3 7 : " L o o k upon Z i o n . " 
P r o p e r P s a l m s ; 27 , 76, 87 , sung , with Doxology 

after each . 
L e s s o n I . I s . l iv . 
Responsive Service X V I I , T h e H o l y C i t y , N e w 

J e r u s a l e m . 
L e s s o n I I . M a t t , x x v i i i . 18-20. or R e v . x x i . 
G l o r i a , Benedictus and F a i t h , the latter sung , to 

M a g . no. 777 , or B . W . , p. 388. 
H y m n s ( M a g . ) 2 1 8 : " G l o r i o u s things of thee are 

s p o k e n . " 
2 1 9 : " L i g h t ' s abode, celestial S a l e m . " 
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The Augmentation Fund 
S T A N D S F O R T H R E E V I T A L T H I N G S : 

1. The Encouragement and Assistance of Weak Societies 
2. Reasonable and Reliable Support for Ministers 
3. Help in Supporting Students for the Ministry 

T o Maintain and E x t e n d I t s W o r k I t 

Needs Your Support 
T o those who think of making a bequest to the Fund, the Treasurer will be pleased to 

furnish suitable forms and to give any advice that may be asked. A s State laws with 
regard to wills vary, local counsel in the State of the testator should finally be consulted. 
Make checks payable to A L B E R T P . C A R T E R , Treasurer , and send all correspondence 

to him at 511 B A R R I S T E R S H A L L , B O S T O N 9, M A S S . 

U R B A N A J U N I O R C O L L E G E 
of the General Convention 

Preliminary work for L i b e r a l Arts , A g r i 
culture, Dentistry, L a w , Theology, Medicine, 
Pharmacy, Education and Engineering. Special 
courses also in the study of the Word and the 
Writings. Freshmen and Sophomore years. 
For information address, 

Rev . Russe l l E a t o n , President 
Urbana, Ohio 

Commemoration Edition 
S W E D E N B O R G , 

L I F E A N D T E A C H I N G 
B y George Trobridge 

U s e t h i s book d u r i n g the present ce lebrat ion of the 
2 5 0 t h A n n i v e r s a r y of S w e d e n b o r g ' s b i r t h to i n t r o d u c e 
h i m to n e w r e a d e r s . A book of 3'43 pages , h a n d s o m e l y 
bound i n s e m i - l i m p i m i t a t i o n l e a t h e r c o v e r s , gilt letter
i n g , r o u n d e d c o r n e r s , for 25 c e n t s p e r copy , postpaid . 

O u r r e g u l a r paper -bound e d i t i o n of t h i s book, 
10 cents p e r copy, postpaid . 

O r d e r a q u a n t i t y f o r j u d i c i o u s d i s t r i b u t i o n . 

Swedenborg Foundation Incorporated 
51 E a s t 42nd St. New Y o r k , N . Y . 

T H E M E S S E N G E R 
is the official organ of the 

CONVENTION 
and the special news servant 

dt the 
C H U R C H 

Help the Clu^tli by subscribing to 
T H E M E S S E N G E R 

Keep in touch with the external 
organization of the Church 

Three dollars per annum 

T H E N E W - C H U R C H 
T H E O L O G I C A L S C H O O L 

48 Quincy St., Cambridge, Mass . 

A three-years' course preparing for the min
istry. 

Courses by correspondence in the Theology 
of the New Church, and in Spiritual I n 
terpretation of the Scriptures. 

For information apply to 
F r a n k l i n H . Blackmer, President 

B O A R D O F M I S S I O N S 
O F T H E 

General Convention 

OURS is peculiarly a missionary church so 
that the uses of this Board require wide 

and intensive activity. Your Board is com
posed of individuals thoroughly acquainted with 
the task before it, and who devote much time 
and energy to their duties. Help them carry 
on. Suggestions invited. 

L L O Y D A . F R O S T , Treasurer 
C A M B R I D G E T R U S T C O . 

C A M B R I D G E , M A S S . 

H o n . F o r s t e r W . F r e e m a n P r e s i d e n t 
P a u l S p e r r y V i c e - P r e s i d e n t 
L e s l i e M a r s h a l l G e n e r a l S e c r e t a r y 

94 A r l i n g t o n A v e . , H a w t h o r n e , N . J . 

C H A P E L H I L L S C H O O L 
( F o r m e r l y c a l l e d W a l t h a m S c h o o l for G i r l s ) 

Waltham, Massachusetts 

A B o a r d i n g a n d D a y S c h o o l c o n t r o l l e d b y N e w -
C h u r c h T r u s t e e s . P u p i l s a c c e p t e d ages 5 to 1 9 ; sep
a r a t e homes for o lder a n d y o u n g e r g i r l s . Col lege 
P r e p a r a t o r y a n d G e n e r a l c o u r s e s i n I U p p e r S c h o o l . 
O u t d o o r sports . F o r catalogue, a d d r e s s 

P H I L I P E . G O O D H U E 
Principal 

L Y N N N E I G H B O R H O O D H O U S E 
A S S O C I A T I O N 

Contributions solicited 
Help us serve the Children 

B E R T H A M . W H I T M A N , T r e a s u r e r 

109 Walnut Avenue, R o x b u r y 19, Mass . 
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