
F e b r u a r y 9 , 1 9 3 8 

I E W C H U R C H 
M E S S E N G E R 

| 
M 

55 
I f : 

I n T h i s I s s u e 

Was Swedenborg Born Too 
Soon? 

G o d S h u t s the D o o r 
Antony Regamey 

Some Suggestions for Sunday* 
school Teachers 

Laura Test Mack 

T h e W a n d e r i n g Jew 

A P a g e f o r t h e Y o u n g e r P e o p l e 



T H E N E W - C H U R C H M E S S E N G E R 

T A B L E O F C O N T E N T S 

F e b r u a r y 9 , 1 9 3 8 

Editorials : 

Was Swedenborg Born Too Soon? 83 
The Commemoration 86 

Artic les : 

God Shuts the Door: by Antony 
Regamey 87 

Some Suggestions for Sunday-school 
Teachers: by L a u r a Test Mack 91 

A Page for the Younger People 90 

Evidence Society Notes 92 

N e w s of the Church 93 

Coming E v e n t s 94 

Obituary: 

Dewey, Mrs. Thyra R 95 

Calendar 95 

THE NEW-CHURCH MESSENGER 
Official organ of the General Convention of the New 
Jerusalem in the United States of America. Rev. Fred 
Sidney Mayer, President, 3812 Barrington Road, Balti­
more, Md. ; Mr. Lloyd A . Frost, Vice-Pres., Cambridge 
Trust Co., Cambridge, Mass. ; Mr. B . A . Whittemore, 
Secy., 134 Bowdoin St. , Boston, Mass.; Mr. A . P . 
Carter, Treas. , 511 Barristers Hall , Boston, Mass. 

Published by the New-Church Board of Publication, 
108 Clark Street, Brooklyn Heights, New York City. 
Entered as second class matter at the Post Office, 
Brooklyn. N. Y . , under Act of Congress of March 3, 
1879. Acceptance for mailing at special rate of postage 
provided for in Section 1103, Act of Oct. 3, 1917, 
authorized on July 30, 1918. (Printed in U . S. A . ) 

Subscriptions, $3.00 a year; foreign postage, 50 cents 
extra. Single copies, 10 cents. 

E D I T O R 

A r t h u r Wi lde 

A D V I S O R Y B O A R D 

Hon. Forster W . Freeman, Chairman 
M a r y Seward Coster Lesl ie Marshal l 
Starling W . Childs John W . Stockwell 

B . A . Whittemore 
F r e d Sidney Mayer, ex-officio 

Subscriptions and advertisements should be addressed 
to The New-Church Press. 108 Clark St. , Brooklyn 
Heights, New York City. All other communications to 

REV. A R T H U R W I L D E 
112 E . 35th Street 

New York City 

W H A T T H E N E W C H U R C H 
T E A C H E S 

1 . T H E D I V I N I T Y O F T H E L O R D J E S U S 

C H R I S T , W H O I S J E H O V A H S O D M A N I F E S T E D 

T O M E N . 

2 . T H E D I V I N I T Y O F T H E S A C R E D S C R I P ­

T U R E S — T H E S P I R I T U A L N A T U R E A N D I N N E R 

M E A N I N G O F T H E D I V I N E W O R D . 

3 . T H E U N B R O K E N C O N T I N U I T Y O F H U M A N 

L I F E . 

4 . T H E N E A R N E S S O F T H E S P I R I T U A L W O R L D . 

5 . T H E N E C E S S I T Y O F A L I F E O F U N S E L F I S H 

S E R V I C E A N D S E L F - D E N I A L A S A C O N D I T I O N 

O F S A L V A T I O N . 

T H E N E W C H U R C H F I N D S T H E S E T E A C H I N G S 

I N T H E D I V I N E W O R D . I T T E A C H E S N O T H I N G 

T H A T C A N N O T B E C O N F I R M E D B Y T H E W O R D 

O F G O D . I T A C K N O W L E D G E S I T S I N D E B T E D ­

N E S S T O E M A N U E L S W E D E N B O R G I N W H O S E 

T H E O L O G I C A L W O R K S T H E S E D O C T R I N E S A R E 

F O R M U L A T E D . S W E D E N B O R G A S S E R T S T H A T 

H E W A S C A L L E D B Y T H E L O R D T O M A K E 

K N O W N T O M E N T H E S E C O N D C O M I N G . T H I S 

S E C O N D A D V E N T W A S N O T A P H Y S I C A L A P ­

P E A R A N C E , B U T A N E W R E V E L A T I O N O F D I ­

V I N E T R U T H T O M E N B Y W H I C H T H E I N T E R ­

N A L S E N S E O F T H E S C R I P T U R E S W A S M A D E 

K N O W N . 

T H E N E W C H U R C H A C C E P T S T H I S C L A I M 

O F S W E D E N B O R G B E C A U S E I T F I N D S T H A T 

A L L T H E D O C T R I N E S F O R M U L A T E D I N H I S 

W R I T I N G S A R E C O N F I R M E D B Y T H E W O R D 

O F G O D . 

T H E N E W C H U R C H B E L I E V E S T H A T I T I S 

C O M M I S S I O N E D T O M A K E K N O W N T H E S E 

D O C T R I N E S T O T H E W H O L E W O R L D . I N A L L 

H U M I L I T Y I T B E L I E V E S I N T H I S D I V I N E C O M ­

M I S S I O N ; B U T I T C H E E R F U L L Y A C K N O W L ­

E D G E S T H A T I N A W I D E A N D C A T H O L I C 

S E N S E T H E L O R D ' S N E W C H U R C H E X I S T S 

W H E R E V E R H E I S W O R S H I P P E D I N H I S D I V I N E 

H U M A N I T Y A N D H I S R E V E A L E D W O R D I S A C ­

C E P T E D A S A G U I D E T O H U M A N C O N D U C T 

A N D R E G E N E R A T I O N . 

8 2 February 9,1938 



NEW-CHURCH M E S S E N G E R 

. o l . C L I V , N o . 6 N e w Y o r k C i t y , F e b r u a r y 9, 1 9 3 8 W h o l e N o . 4 4 0 6 

W a s S w e d e n b o r g 

OX J a n u a r y 2 9 t h , we listened w i t h interest 
and pleasure to the d r a m a t i c version of 

e l i fe of Swedenborg given over the R e d N e t -
c o r k of the N a t i o n a l B r o a d c a s t i n g Company . 

i ve n o t h i n g b u t praise f o r the p r o d u c t i o n . 
T o hundreds o f thousands of people i n the 

S A . i t presented Swedenborg as a man of 
v ing , gentle charac ter and b r i l l i a n t inte l lec t . 

T o many who had never heard his name before 
i t made Swedenborg a l i v i n g f igure in h i s t o r y . 
W e are confident t h a t m a n y who f r o m the 

icast heard about Swedenborg w i l l want 
ad f o r themselves the l i fe and work of this 

_>trious man . 
W e l iked t h a t broadcast . I t was a fine con-

i b u t i o n t o the 2 5 0 t h anniversary commemo­
ration. Also we l iked the t i t l e — " H e W a s B o r n 

Soon. " I t suggested to i ts hearers the 
l e ^ A c t of genius of which the w o r l d is often 
_ - v . I t arrested the a t t e n t i o n of l isteners 
mmd appealed to the i r i m a g i n a t i o n . As a cap-

- for a newspaper co lumn and a t i t l e f o r a 
: - : adcas t i t was excellent. 

T o the esoteric Swedenborgian, however, the 
,s l a c k i n g in exact i tude . I s any d iv ine ly 

i-sioned man ever b o r n too soon? A r e 

Fekrmary 9,1938 

B o r n T o o S o o n ? 
not appearances deceptive in r e g a r d to Swe­
denborg's r e la t i on t o time? 

I t was the purpose of the L o r d t h a t Sweden­
b o r g , among other duties and pr iv i leges , should 
witness something of the L a s t J u d g m e n t and 
reveal the facts of t h a t J u d g m e n t t o m a n k i n d . 
I t was his d u t y and pr iv i lege to reveal to men 
the i n t e r n a l sense of the D i v i n e W o r d . T h a t 
revelat ion cons t i tu ted the m a j o r f a c t o r of the 
Second A d v e n t . I n the belief t h a t Swedenborg 
was special ly selected and p r e p a r e d to be the 
ins t rument and agent t h r o u g h which the doc­
tr ines o f the Second A d v e n t should be given to 
the w o r l d we must also believe t h a t he appeared , 
under D i v i n e Providence, a t the r i g h t and 
p r o p e r t ime . T h a t he should be, f o r the f irst 
two hundred years a f t e r his i l l u m i n a t i o n " t h e 
voice o f one c r y i n g in the wi lderness" does not 
i m p l y t h a t he was born too soon. E v e n in re­
l a t i o n t o his scientific work he was not neces­
s a r i l y p r e m a t u r e in his e n t r y i n t o l i f e . W i t h ­
o u t in a n y w a y seeking to d isparage Sweden-
borg 's scientific a t t a i n m e n t s we m a y p o i n t to 
Newton 's discovery o f un iversa l g r a v i t a t i o n . 
T h e r e was n o t h i n g in a l l Swedenborg's scientific 
w o r k as epochal as t h a t of S i r Isaac Newton . 
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T h e g r e a t mathemat ic ian ' s ideas on g r a v i t a ­
t i o n were publ ished in his Pr'uictjda in 1(587. 
about six months before Swedenborg was b o r n . 
B u t there was no l o n g neglect of S i r Isaac 
N e w t o n . H e was k n i g h t e d in 1708 and f o r 
twenty- f ive consecutive years he was re-elected 
as pres ident of the R o y a l Society . A n o t h e r 
g r e a t c o m t e m p o r a r y of Swedenborg was the 
phi losopher L e i b n i t z who was also acclaimed 
in his own d a y as an exact and b r i l l i a n t t h i n k e r . 

T h e range of Swedenborg's scientific inves t i ­
gat ions was immeasurably more comprehensive 
than t h a t of e i ther of his two b r i l l i a n t contem­
porar ies . I n scientific research he o u t r a n bo th 
of them. T h a t he was denied the recogn i t i on 
accorded t o them was due to two circumstances. 
I n the f i r s t p lace , his v e r s a t i l i t y and the wide 
range of his invest igat ions robbed h im of an 
o p p o r t u n i t y of spec ial iz ing e i ther i n mathe­
mat ics , ph i l o sophy or the n a t u r a l sciences. A 
discoverer and inves t i ga to r in m a n y realms of 
knowledge he fa i led to achieve the pos i t i on of 
an a u t h o r i t y i n any of them. P r o b a b l y his 
nat ive modesty kept h im f r o m assuming any 
a u t h o r i t a t i v e pos i t i on . I n the second place, 
and this is o f f a r g rea ter i m p o r t a n c e , his 
res ignat ion f r o m his assessorship, his r e t i r e ­
ment f r o m publ i c l i f e , and the f a c t t h a t he h a d 
t u r n e d f r o m science to theo logy , al ienated the 
sympathies of n e a r l y a l l his Swedish fr iends . 

I t is f o r t u n a t e f o r the w o r l d t h a t th i s oc­
c u r r e d . H a d Swedenborg's scientific w o r k won 
the re cogn i t i on i t deserved, there would have 
been a tremendous demand u p o n his t ime and 
pen. H i s l o n g days of s t u d y and med i ta t i on 
would have been impossible. T h e scientific 
w o r l d would have beaten a b r o a d t r a c k to his 
door . H e would have been forced to give to 
men the l o n g hours t h a t were destined to be 
spent w i t h s p i r i t s and angels. 

A t reat i se on the ductless glands m i g h t have 
taken the place on our bookshelves now occu­
p ied by Heaven and Hell, and a l a r g e r Princi-
pia m i g h t have stood where the Arcana Coeles-
tia now re igns . 

I t is no t t r u e t h a t Swedenborg was b o r n too 
soon. H e was b o r n a t the r i g h t t ime f o r the 
w o r k entrusted to h i m b y the L o r d . T h a t he 
w i l l eventual ly receive wor ld -wide recogni t i on 
depends upon us and our descendants. T h a t 

he is receiving even wider recogn i t i on was 
p l a i n l y to be seen i n the recent commemorat ion 
o f h i s ' b i r t h . A . W . 

The Wandering Jew 
A M o d e r n V e r s i o n 

By John Stuart Conning 

1 I S H E legend of the w a n d e r i n g Jew is t h a t o f 
a man in the days of C h r i s t who stood w i t h 

the c r o w d on the Via Do lo rosa as Jesus bear­
i n g H i s cross passed on the way to C a l v a r y . 
As H e t r o d the weary road under H i s heavy 
burden the man spat at H i m w i t h malice and 
contempt . T u r n i n g t o h i m , so the legend goes, 
Jesus condemned the man , who had so bemeaned 
himself by a d d i n g shame t o H i s affl ictions, to 
become a wanderer u p o n the e a r t h u n t i l t h a t 
day when he should meet H i m again face to 
face. A n d so down the ages Ahasuerus , the 
W a n d e r i n g Jew, has gone, m o v i n g f r o m l a n d 
t o l a n d , e n d u r i n g weariness and vexat ion of 
s p i r i t , seeking death which ever evades h i m — 
i m m o r t a l u n t i l he meets again the One whom 
he re jected and despised. 

T h a t is the legend, bu t i t is on ly a legend. 
I t could no t be t r u e , f o r i t belies the charac ter 
of Jesus who t a u g h t and pract i ced forgiveness 
of enemies t o the v e r y u t t e r m o s t . Y e t the 
legend of the W a n d e r i n g Jew has come down 
f r om ear ly C h r i s t i a n times in the f o l k l o r e of 
various tr ibes t h a t came under the influence of 
C h r i s t i a n missionaries. .Most remarkable is 
the way i n which i t has c a p t u r e d the i m a g i n a ­
t i o n o f w r i t e r s since the beg inn ing of the sev­
enteenth c e n t u r y when an anonymous pamphle t 
was publ ished g i v i n g " A n A c c o u n t of a Jew 
by the name of Ahasuerus . ' ' I t reappeared in 
188 editions i n F r e n c h , E n g l i s h , German , 
I t a l i a n , D a n i s h , D u t c h , Po l i sh , F i n n i s h , and 
other languages. Since 1774, when Goethe 
wrote his unfinished poem on " T h e Wander ing -
J e w , " some 460 books and treatises have taken 
this legend as a theme, fifty-six of them since 
1918. 

W h i l e on ly a legend, is not th i s o f t - repeated 
tale a v i v i d desc r ip t i on of the experiences o f 
the Jewish race t h r o u g h more t h a n nineteen 
centuries? T h e y have wandered everywhere, 
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but i n no l a n d have they had a secure agd a b i d ­
i n g dwe l l ing place. Sooner or l a te r persecu­
t i o n or expuls ion have dr iven them f o r t h f r o m 
the lands of t h e i r s o j o u r n . E v e n before the 
C h r i s t i a n era A l e x a n d r i a and Rome issued de­

lves o f expulsion aga ins t the Jews. R u t 
s trange t o re late , i t has been d u r i n g the C h r i s ­
t i a n centuries and m a i n l y in lands n o m i n a l l y 
C h r i s t i a n t h a t Jews have h a d t o endure the 
most implacable and persistent persecut ion. 
Jews were banished f r o m E n g l a n d i n 1290, 
f r o m France i n 184(5, f r o m H u n g a r y i n 1849, 
and , the greatest expulsion of a l l , f r o m Spa in 
in 1492. T h e e x p l a n a t i o n given f o r most p e r -

- cutions of Jews was the i r pers istent re fusa l 
to c on fo rm t o the f a i t h and customs of t h e i r 
neighbors. The } ' insisted u p o n l i v i n g t h e i r 
own l i fe and m a i n t a i n i n g the i r own r a c i a l c u l ­
t u r e . T h e y refused to assimilate. Pobiodone-
- te f f , P r o c u r a t o r of the H o l y Russ ian Synod , 
j u s t i f i e d the b a r b a r i c pogroms of the Czar i s t 
government b y announc ing the i r a i m : "One-
t h i r d w i l l be k i l l e d , o n e - t h i r d w i l l be dr iven i n t o 

. and o n e - t h i r d w i l l enter the C h u r c h . " 
Some c o m f o r t m i g h t be derived f r o m a p e r u ­

sal of the b lack and g h a s t l y r e co rd of the Jew-
ish past i f i t cou ld be shown t h a t they were 
the p r o d u c t o f a d a r k and cruel age now h a p -

passed. I n s t e a d we are c o n f r o n t e d w i t h 
i Jewish s i t u a t i o n t o - d a y scarcely less m a l i g n 
and cruel t h a n t h a t of any f o r m e r age. T h e 

is s t i l l a wanderer. T h e d i s c r iminat ions 
slid persecutions of Jews in the lands of C e n t r a l 
and E a s t e r n E u r o p e , and elsewhere, are mo­

lted s t i l l b y the desire t o get r i d of the Jews. 
The f a c t is t h a t there are five m i l l i o n Jews in 
:hese lands who are absolute ly no t wanted . A 
large p a r t o f German J e w r y is i n f l i g h t . Pol ish 

\. f a c i n g into lerab le economic condi t ions , 
T :nes f o r some haven of refuge f r o m i t s suffer­
ings. Thousands of Jews in other lands are 

- : : . : l a r l y c i rcumstanced. I t is the s t o r y of the 
W a n d e r i n g Jew over aga in . A mass of people 
> doomed t o enforced vagabondage. B u t 

shall they go? N o other l a n d , i n c l u d i n g 
« r own, is w i l l i n g t o receive them. Even 
?-..cstine, the l a n d of Jewish dreams and hopes, 

- its door b u t s l i g h t l y a j a r f o r Jewish 
_ N o t more t h a n 10,000 w i l l be re -

c a r e d d u r i n g the c o m i n g year . 

T h e t r a g e d y of the Jew is w i t h o u t a p a r a l l e l 
i n h i s t o r y . T h e W a n d e r i n g .Jew is a h u m a n 
prob lem w i t h which Chr i s t ians must be g r a v e l y 
concerned. I t is v a i n t o h o l d t o o ld m y t h o l o g ­
i ca l concepts as the e x p l a n a t i o n o f the s trange 
phenomenon. O u r respons ib i l i t y cannot be 
evaded by r e g a r d i n g the Jew as the e terna l 
Ahasuerus, destined by divine decree t o endless 
migr a t i ons and suf fer ing . We are under a b i d ­
i n g ob l igat ions t o seek j u s t i c e f o r the Jew 
and to show h i m compassion in his distress. 

T h e r e is one phase of the ancient legend t h a t 
is especially deserving of C h r i s t i a n considera­
t i o n . I t is surely t r u e t h a t the one hope of res­
p i t e f r o m unrest and insecur i ty f o r the W a n ­
d e r i n g Jew is a vis ion of H i m whose voice s t i l l 
sounds a l o n g the ways of l i fe s a y i n g : "Come 
u n t o Me a l l ye t h a t labor and are heavy laden 
and I w i l l give y o u r e s t . " H e is God's answer 
to the age-long quest of the Jew f o r rest and 
peace. T h e supreme need of the Jew is Jesus 
C h r i s t . A n d C hr i s t i a ns must make H i m known. 
When pre jud i ce and i l l -usage have SO l ong h i d ­
den His face f r o m H i s own people, i t is nothing-
less t h a n sacrilegious t o blame God f o r th e i r 
blinded eves. B a s i l Mathews speaks the t r u t h 
when he declares: " T o say t h a t the Jews have 
rejected C h r i s t is s i m p l y no t t r u e . F o r the 
most p a r t they have had no o p p o r t u n i t y of 
seeing H i m . " T h e appeal of Chr i s t to the 
Jew- is as potent as to any other people. I t is 
the inescapable o b l i g a t i o n of Chr i s t ians b y 
word and deed t o reveal H i m . 

— F r o m Our Jewish Neighbors Press Service. 

Time for God 

A M I N I S T E R sent an hour glass f o r a 
Chr i s tmas present to the members of his 

congregat ion . On the c a r d a t t a c h e d was a 
word of g r e e t i n g and the s ta tement : " I t takes 
three minutes f o r the sand to r u n t h r o u g h this 
glass : i t w i l l t ime the cook ing of an egg, a l o n g ­
distance telephone c a l l , and would suggest t h a t 
a t least t h a t l o n g should be spent in p r a y e r . " 
Much can be done i n ten minutes . H e n r y 
D r u m m o n d used to s a y : " T e n minutes spent in 
H i s presence every m o r n i n g , aye t w o , i f i t be 
eye to eye and face t o face w i l l make the whole 
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l i f e d i f f e r e n t . " B u t i n three minutes o r two 
most o f us cannot quiet our minds , d ivorce them 
f r o m the press ing interests of l i f e , and open 
them to the influence of the D i v i n e . W e need 
n o t on ly the best t ime of the d a y , bu t sufficient 
t ime f o r t a l k i n g w i t h G o d , so t h a t , relieved of 
a sense of h u r r y and s t r a i n , we can concentrate 
o u r minds on communion w i t h h i m . — F r o m 
Youth Action in Personal Religious Living. 

The Commemoration 
DU R I N G the p a s t two weeks m a n y eulogies 

o f Swedenborg have appeared i n the 
newspapers. One of the best of those t h a t have 
reached us is the f o l l o w i n g f r o m the Boston 
Evening Transcript o f J a n u a r y 2 8 t h : 

" T H E S W E D E N B O R G A N N I V E R S A R Y 

" N a t i o n - w i d e a t t e n t i o n is be ing accorded this 
week t o the 2 5 0 t h ann iversary of the b i r t h o f 
E m a n u e l Swedenborg, whi ch o c c u r r e d on J a n ­
u a r y 29 , 1688. W e l l m a y fresh t h o u g h t and 
pra ise be given t o th i s leader's a t t a i n m e n t s ! 
H e is wide ly k n o w n as a g r e a t theo log ian , who 
founded a c h u r c h which has m a n y w o r t h y and 
f a i t h f u l fol lowers t o th i s d a y . B u t the pub l i c 
has l i t t l e u n d e r s t a n d i n g of the e x t r a o r d i n a r y -
range and d e p t h of his w o r k as a sc ient ist . H e 
was, one m a y well say, Sweden's B e n j a m i n 
F r a n k l i n . H e made remarkab le c o n t r i b u t i o n s 
i n the fields o f geometry , c h e m i s t r y , geology 
a n d p h y s i o l o g y . H e developed concepts and 
descr ipt ions of the f u n c t i o n i n g of the h u m a n 
b r a i n whi ch were the first o f t h e i r k i n d i n the 
h i s t o r y of science, and which served as a basis 
f o r l a t e r evo lu t i on o f the s t u d y of psycho logy . 
A l ead ing professor of the U n i v e r s i t y o f Vienna 
said i n 1910 , when speak ing o f some o f Swe­
denborg 's researches: ' I f we examine these re­
sul ts , we are f orced to a d m i t t h a t , regarded 
f r o m the p o i n t of view of modern knowledge, 
they surpass n e a r l y e v e r y t h i n g t h a t is to be 
read elsewhere on this subject i n the w r i t i n g s of 
the e ighteenth - century a u t h o r s . ' 

" T h i s po tent t h i n k e r d i d n o t content h i m ­
self w i t h deep d r a u g h t s of the raref ied a i r o f 
pure science. H e k e p t his feet on the g r o u n d 
and d i d useful w o r k t o advance p r a c t i c a l i n ­
d u s t r y , especially as t o ap l i cat ions o f technique 

i n w h a t is modern ly k n o w n as m i n i n g engineer­
i n g . A t the same t ime Swedenborg's s p i r i t 
soared t o the heights . E a r n e s t l y he sought u l ­
t i m a t e t r u t h , a t r u t h h igher , as he well knew, 
t h a n any m a t e r i a l l e a r n i n g could establish. H e 
saw, as S i r James Jeans i n E n g l a n d and R o b e r t 
A . M i l l i k a n i n the U n i t e d States have so 
s t r o n g l y affirmed d u r i n g our own t i m e , t h a t 
there is a g r e a t u n i t y between the final m y s ­
teries of science and the force of rel igious t r u t h . 
W i t h u t t e r ca lm of reason, Swedenborg studied 
the m a t e r i a l w o r l d , and t h e n , w i t h r a r e i n t u i ­
t i o n , he considered man's s p i r i t u a l n a t u r e and 
he offered guidance and encouragement t o rec­
oncile and u n i f y a l l c on f l i c t ing sources of power. 

" O n such c a r e f u l f oundat ions the teach ing of 
Swedenborg established a s t r o n g appeal t o 
m a n y persons of honest m i n d and w o r t h y n a ­
t u r e , who j o i n e d i n the f o r m a t i o n of a church 
much respected and very valuable t o society t o ­
d a y . T h i s e n d u r i n g achievement deserves t h e 
widest c o m m e m o r i z a t i o n . " 

Convention 
' I ' H E Convent ion Counc i l has received and 

accepted an i n v i t a t i o n f r o m the New Y o r k 
Society t o ho ld the A n n u a l M e e t i n g i n the N a ­
t i o n a l C h u r c h a t W a s h i n g t o n , D . C. T h i s i n ­
v i t a t i o n was extended w i t h the concurrence of 
the W a s h i n g t o n Society . Convent ion w i l l meet 
M a y 4 t h - 1 0 t h inclusive. T h i s is p r o b a b l y the 
first t ime in the h i s t o r y o f Convent ion t h a t 
such an a r r a n g e m e n t has been made. T h e 
New Y o r k Society w i l l take care of the financial 
side of e n t e r t a i n i n g Convent ion , b u t the grea ter 
p a r t o f the rea l w o r k w i l l be done b y the mem­
bers o f the W a s h i n g t o n Society . New Y o r k 
thanks W a s h i n g t o n f o r i t s w i l l i n g he lp , and 
welcomes i ts f r a t e r n a l c oopera t i on . 

H o w Far M a n Is Conscious of His 
Rational 

T H E things that are in the rational are not ap­
parent to man while he is l i v i n g in the bodv; for 
the things that are in the natural are what come 
to perception, and seldom those in the rational ex­
cept by a certain manifestation of l i ght i l luminat ­
ing the natural . . . . {A. 3057.) 
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G o d S h u t s t h e D o o r 
"And the Lord shut him in."—Gen. v i i . 16. 

(New Year Sermon) 

By Antony Regamey 

TH E R E is an image which r e a d i l y offers 
i tse l f to o u r minds i n t h a t of a door . A 

door about to open. 
As a m a t t e r o f f a c t , i t is a S c r i p t u r a l image. 

" B e h o l d I set before thee a n open d o o r , " is one 
of the most a p p r o p r i a t e and suggestive B ib le 
passages to which a man ma} ' t u r n a t th i s sea­
son, as he surveys his inner l i f e . T h e r e is i n i t 
a d iv ine i n v i t a t i o n t o look f o r w a r d to the f u t u r e 
w i t h confidence. T h e r e is i n i t the divine p r o m ­
ise of fresh o p p o r t u n i t i e s and of new, i n v i g o r a t ­
i n g experience, the promise of be t te r th ings t o 
come, i f we w i l l b u t f o l l ow where H e leads. 

W i t h o u t G o d , t o m o r r o w w o u l d be the d a r k 
u n k n o w n . W i t h o u t a sense of dependence u p o n 
H i m , we m i g h t continue f o r a t ime t o go 
t h r o u g h the mot ions and gestures of m a t e r i a l 
existence here on e a r t h , b u t these w o u l d be 
meaningless and i n the l o n g r u n u n s a t i s f y i n g . 
F o r w i t h o u t H i m we w o u l d n o t k n o w the deeper, 
f u l l e r l i f e , n o r do j u s t i c e t o our manhood. 
A p a r t f r o m H i m , there w o u l d be no " e n d f o r 
which the beg inn ing was made . " 

I t is i n H i m , and in H i m alone t h a t wc m a y 
discover the purpose o f i t a l l . " H i s k i n g d o m , 
on the e a r t h , as i t is i n heaven." A n d i f by 
much use t h a t w o r d k i n g d o m has g r o w n stale , 
then subs t i tu te f o r i t , l i f e and g r o w t h accord ­
i n g t o H i s l a w s ; b o t h the i n d i v i d u a l and m a n ­
k i n d made anew! T h e complete disappearance 
of "man ' s i n h u m a n i t y t o m a n , " and the release 
and m u t u a l s h a r i n g of w h a t is best and noblest 
i n u s ; b y our l e a r n i n g t o overcome our baser 
n a t u r e , and consequent behavior as t r u e s p i r i ­
t u a l be ings ; g i v i n g , i n a l l t h i n g s , first place t o 
love and t r u t h and righteousness and peace, 
and p l a c i n g the welfare o f others above t h a t 
of o u r own selves. 

A p a r t f r o m t h a t open door which H e has 
placed before men, i n the enl ightenment H e 
gave them by reve lat ion and i n the S c r i p t u r e s , 
we w o u l d n o t even know these t h i n g s , and be 
s t i l l more i g n o r a n t of H i s laws. A p a r t f r o m 
t h a t open door which H e placed before us 
when H e H i m s e l f came i n t o the w o r l d , i n the 

garments of our n a t u r e , and said " I am the 
way, the t r u t h , and the l i f e , " and also " I am 
the d o o r , " we could not unders tand as f u l l y as 
we do t h a t w i t h which H e challenges us. A n d 
a p a r t f r o m H i s presence and power w i t h i n , we 
could do n o t h i n g . 

B u t , as we l e a r n t o make H i s purpose o u r 
purpose , and give our whole selves t o i t , 
t h r o u g h the per formance o f our d a i l y task in 
H i s s p i r i t ; as we let H i m lead the w a y , b y 
l e a r n i n g t o re late a l l our i n d i v i d u a l and collec­
t i ve , ye t secondary, purposes t o H i s g r e a t a i m ; 
by l e a r n i n g to depend not on o u r own s t r e n g t h 
and wisdom b u t H i s , then every step ahead 
takes us f u r t h e r i n t o the fu l f i lment of H i s w i l l . 
T h e n , every step ahead becomes our f u l l e r en­
t r a n c e i n t o H i s k i n g d o m . T h e n , even i n the 
m a n y choices which c o n f r o n t us in the course 
o f everyday l i f e , Ave find t h a t H e opens w h i c h ­
ever door is best f o r us, and t h r o u g h t h a t door 
we "go in and o u t , and find p a s t u r e , " suste­
nance f o r the soul , and l a r g e r g r o w t h . 

W e are n o t a lways conscious, a t the t ime , 
of these doors t h a t open f o r us. A t times we 
are i m p a t i e n t . I n our haste t o find an o u t ­
w a r d so lut ion t o our problems before we have 
g r o w n fit i n w a r d l y t o meet t h e m , i t seems t h a t 
Ave are kept too l o n g face t o face w i t h a b lank 
w a l l . A t times we are s t u b b o r n , and t r y t o 
force open the w r o n g door , which we t h i n k is 
the on ly one, sure as we are t h a t we know best, 
when next, t o i t is the r i g h t one. A n d ye t , be 
this as i t m a y , as we look back upon our j o u r ­
ney thus f a r w i t h G o d , f r o m the t ime when Ave 
first made t o wa lk w i t h H i m ; as i n memory we 
live again the m a n y circumstances sad o r j o y ­
f u l AVC have faced w i t h H i m , the g rea t a l t e r n a ­
tives of l i fe on the issue of which we became 
w h a t we are IIOAV, we cannot help rea l i z ing t h a t 
God knew best. T o be sure we d i d no t always 
go by the way i n which H e wanted us to g o ; 
yet H e was there , w i t h us, i n the very impasse 
i n t o which Ave had fo l lowed our own ignorance , 
s t u p i d i t y or selfishness, h e l p i n g us find the way 
out . A n d H e led us i n every t r u e step we took . 
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Our . best o p p o r t u n i t i e s never were of o u r own 
devising. T h e y were the m a n y doors of H i s 
guidance, set before us by H i m , i n H i s g rea ter 
wisdom and love. 

I f such has been our experience, as we s t a n d 
on the thresho ld of a new year we m a y indeed 
look f o r w a r d w i t h confidence, and t r u s t t h a t 
H i s guidance w i l l cont inue i n the days t o come, 
and lead us on t o bet ter t h i n g s , in the measure 
of our s incer i ty and devot ion . W e may be sure 
t h a t , as H e has done t o th i s d a y , H e shall keep 
on opening the doors of the fu l l e r l i f e u n t o us. 
B u t t h i s , when we have made ourselves ready 
and w o r t h y to enter . 

As we g r a t e f u l l y t h i n k of this wonder fu l 
guidance of G o d in H i s D i v i n e Providence, how­
ever, let us n o t make the mistake of conceiving 
H i m as a g lor i f i ed and e a r t h l y d o o r m a n , leav­
i n g n o t h i n g f o r us t o do b u t f o l d o u r hands 
and walk on. T h e gates o f the H o l y C i t y we 
arc t o l d , are ever open. A n d ye t we are t o l d 
also t h a t "These sha l l no t enter there in . . . 
a n y t h i n g t h a t def i leth, ne i ther whatsoever w o r k -
eth a b o m i n a t i o n , or m a k e t h a l i e . " T h e r e is 
no c o m p l i m e n t a r y entrance t i c k e t i n t o heaven. 
N o man can e n j o y the f u l l e r , deeper l i f e , u n t i l 
H e has made H i s own the real it ies of t h a t l i f e , 
t h r o u g h the labor o f regenerat ion . N e i t h e r 
w i l l the k i n g d o m of God be established u p o n the 
e a r t h , and the l a s t i n g peace and g o o d w i l l i t is 
to b r i n g , u n t i l every e f f or t is made on our p a r t , 
to prov ide f o r t h e i r i n d w e l l i n g w i t h i n the hearts 
and minds of men. F o r when a l l is said and 
done, i t is as we al low the L o r d to create us 
anew; i t is as we co l laborate w i t h H i m i n this 
g rea t w o r k ; i t is i n the very process of this 
inner t r a n s f o r m a t i o n o f o u r n a t u r e t h a t God 
opens the doors f o r us. 

W e look u p o n the d a i l y r o u t i n e of o u r l i f e 
w i t h lassitude, and discouragement , n o t t o say 
w i t h distaste . T h e r e does n o t seem t o be a n y ­
t h i n g in i t w o r t h l o o k i n g f o r w a r d t o , when, a l l 
of a sudden something happens t o us w i t h i n . 
T h e w o r k remains the same, b u t we are changed. 
W e find the L o r d w i t h i n , and w h a t was u p to 
this t ime commonplace becomes i l lumined w i t h 
a new g l o r y . H o w could we have ever been so 
b l i n d before? H e r e , in our every-day w o r k , are 
a thousand o p p o r t u n i t i e s we find t o serve God 
i n o u r fel low men. A new mot ive , a new incen­
t i ve , a new j o y enter i n t o a l l we do. A new 

door has opened! A n d i f the experience is s i n ­
cere, i f we persevere i n i t , i f we keep on c u l ­
t i v a t i n g the L o r d ' s presence w i t h i n , a n d u s i n g 
H i s power , t h a t j o y shal l cont inue t o increase, 
regardless o f o u t w a r d success. So i n a l l our 
o ther human r e l a t i o n s h i p s ; i n the c irc le of the 
f a m i l y and i n t h a t o f our f r i endsh ips , i n our 
m a n y civic responsibi l i t ies , i n o u r studies and 
even i n o u r pleasures, H e opens doors t h a t lead 
t o a newness of l i f e , as by inner p r e p a r a t i o n we 
make ready to enter them. 

B u t the t e x t which is before us this m o r n i n g 
tells us t h a t God not on ly opens new doors f o r 
us, c o n t i n u a l l y , b u t also t h a t H e closes them. 
" A n d the L o r d shut h i m i n . " T h i s is t a k e n 
f r o m the b e a u t i f u l and s p i r i t u a l l y p o t e n t s t o r y 
of N o a h , which we need n o t believe l i t e r a l l y . 
I t is n o t h i s t o r i c a l l y t r u e , b u t is a divine p a r a ­
ble of the soul , and so, t r u e r t h a n h i s t o r y as 
Ave know i t . I t has an i m p o r t a n t lesson t o 
teach us, i f Ave b u t a p p l y i t t o our present ex­
perience. 

N o a h obvious ly represents the g a p between 
an o ld w o r l d order and a new one. A s death 
and d e s t r u c t i o n wipe o u t o f existence the o l d 
order , God in H i s providence sees t o i t t h a t a 
smal l remnant of w h a t was good in i t , should 
be spared a n d preserved to serve as a new be­
g i n n i n g . So the a r k is p r e p a r e d . A n d when 
a l l have entered i t who should , the door is shut , 
and the a r k is made t o float above the waters 
u n t i l such t ime as a fresh s t a r t can be made. 

Suppose we a p p l y th i s t o our present case 
as we look w i t h i n ourselves, whi l s t we o u t w a r d l y 
contemplate the pass ing of one year and the 
coming of another . Suppose we ask ourselves 
the quest ion, w h a t is i t t h a t shal l make f o r us 
the new year t r u l y new? Sure ly no t a d i f ferent 
numera l on our calendar. Sure ly no t alone 
and in i tse l f t h a t u n c e r t a i n element which we 
ca l l the unexpected, the o u t w a r d f o r m which 
events and circumstances shal l t a k e , u n p r e d i c t ­
able as these are at the present t ime . F o r i f 
Ave t h i n k s p i r i t u a l l y , i t is no t t ime or th ings 
t h a t m a t t e r in themselves, bu t w h a t we make 
o f t h e m ; n o t so much w h a t we shal l do b u t 
w h a t we shall become by d o i n g . T i m e i n i tse l f 
m i g h t as well stop as go on , i f there is no deep 
change, f o r the bet ter , t h a t takes place w i t h i n 
us and a l l m a n k i n d , as i t pursues i ts course. 
I n o ther words , f o r the soul i t is not t ime t h a t 
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exists, and counts , b u t s p i r i t u a l progress , the 
pass ing f r o m one s ta te t o another . I f i n thfe 
coming days we are , were i t ever so l i t t l e , made 
anew, then by t h a t much , shal l this new year 
be new f o r us. B y t h a t much wc sha l l be more 
f u l l y alive. B y t h a t much we shall be nearer 
to our goa l . 

N e i t h e r can wc expect this process t o take 
place a l l of a sudden. W e shall no t be changed 
and t r a n s f o r m e d i n the t w i n k l e o f an eye and 
a t the s t roke of twelve. B u t s lowly and g r a d u ­
a l l y , as Ave meet o u r new o p p o r t u n i t i e s i n the 
r i g h t s p i r i t , and thus as we make o u r own new 
s p i r i t u a l qual i t ies , of courage , love, pat ience , 
and endurance, of l o y a l t y , self-sacrifice, t r u t h ­
fulness, p u r i t y and unselfishness. 

A n d as we contemplate this neAv s tate i n 
which we sha l l become s t i l l more t r u l y s p i r i t u a l , 
i t is essential t h a t we should b o t h preserve and 
b u i l d on a l l t h a t was good i n o u r f o r m e r state . 

A s AVC look back r e g r e t f u l l y u p o n our mis ­
takes, and d i sappo intments and del iberate sins 
i n the p a s t year , l e t us also remember t h a t de­
spite w h a t appears u n t o us as evident f a i l u r e , 
despite AA'hatever we wish t o leave behind us f o r ­
ever, t o vow t o d e s t r u c t i o n ; despite these th ings 
which belong to s p i r i t u a l death , there are others 
which have been good, which are w o r t h preserv ­
i n g , on which AVC can b u i l d our hope f o r be t te r 
days. L e t us n o t dwell t e a r f u l l y u p o n the bad , 
bu t r a t h e r on w h a t must be now c a r r i e d over, 
and serve as a basis f o r improvement . L e t us 
ask our L o r d ' s blessing u p o n these good a c q u i ­
sitions o f o u r t r u e self, t h a t AA'hatever v i c t o r y 
we have Avon over t e m p t a t i o n m a y be made se­
cure, t h a t the i n s p i r a t i o n wc have received f r o m 
t h a t the new i n s i g h t we have ga ined i n t o 
new fr iendships m a y be l a s t i n g and increased, 
heaven's nearness and the l i fe ever last ing ma} ' 
continue t o s t rengthen us in our e a r t h l y t r i a l s , 
t h a t the new and better u n d e r s t a n d i n g of G o d , 
of ourselves and our fel low men t o which wc 
have a t t a i n e d m a y b r i n g us ever closer u n t o 
H i m , and make us the bet ter able t o serve H i m . 
.May H e indeed, in H i s mercy , close the door 
upon these, and save them f r o m d e s t r u c t i o n , 
and make them sense H i s purpose i n us i n good 
t i m e ! 

A n d suppose Ave a p p l y the same p i c t u r e also 
to the present pass ing o f an o ld w o r l d order 
in the m i d s t of which wc find ourselves, and the 

coming of a new age. M a y H e then give H i s 
C h u r c h on e a r t h , t o keep al ive among men the 
t r u e and t r i e d s p i r i t u a l values of r e l i g i o n , r e ­
spect and love f o r H i s H o l y W o r d , l o y a l t y u n ­
to H i m as H e revealed H i m s e l f i n Jesus C h r i s t , 
l i fe l ived i n the consciousness o f our i m m o r t a l ­
i t y , the subduing of self, and love f o r the neigh­
bor w i t h o u t t h o u g h t of r e w a r d . M a y H e , i n 
H i s mercy also close the door u p o n these, t h a t 
i n H i s own good time a good t i m e — w h i c h is n o t 
f u r t h e r away f r o m us t h a n we are w i l l i n g t o 
receive H i m — m e n may know the power and 
g rea t g l o r y of H i s Second C o m i n g i n S p i r i t 
and in t r u t h , b o t h in the deeper sense of the 
Sc r ip tures and in t h e i r OAAII hearts and m i n d s ; 
and t h a t they m a y a t las t acknowledge H i m , 
in H i s D i v i n e H u m a n i t y , the C h r i s t risen and 
g lor i f ied as the on ly God o f heaven and e a r t h , 
and change the w o r l d because of the i r assurance 
t h a t they are al ive i n H i m and H e alive in 
them. 

N e w Y o r k Alliance 
On Saturday, January 15th, a meeting of the 

New York Alliance AA'as held i n the Brook lyn 
Church, w i t l i the usual box luncheon at noon pro ­
v id ing an opportunity for a pleasant social t ime. 
A short business meeting was held at two o'clock, 
opening wi th the singing of H y m n 2 8 — " I n bound­
less mercy, gracious L o r d , appear"—attr ibuted to 
Swedenborg. 

The paper on "The Use and Misuse of Love , " 
selected for the afternoon's discussion, was not 
presented, as the speaker, M r s . Tomas Spiers, 
Avas unable to be present. Fo l lowing out a sug­
gestion offered as a substitute program, and as 
part of the Alliance Commemoration, br ie f ex­
tracts were read from "Swedenborg—Life and 
Teaching" by Trowbridge. 

Selections made re lat ing to his "Ancestry" were 
read by Miss Sophie Saul ; "Chi ldhood," by M r s . 
Joseph M i l l s ; "Signs of Seership," selections made 
by M r s . J . M i l l a r Nico l were read by M r s . Louis 
J . U r i c h ; "Theological Teachings," by M r s . Leslie 
Marshal l . M r s . Homil ler then gave a short paper 
on "Does I t Mat ter What I T h i n k of God?" 
Several pertinent quotations from the Wr i t ings 
AA-ere used to show this is indeed a very v i ta l mat­
ter. 

A t the close of the meeting, the Rev. W i l l i a m F. 
Wunsch gave some interesting information on 
"The Man Swedenborg." 

L . L . H . 

February 9,1938 89 



P A 6 € FOR TFI€ 
Y0UnG6ft P€OPL£ 

Our Better Part 

EV E R Y O N E knows the parab le o f the p r o d ­
i g a l son, the s t o r y t o l d by the L o r d Jesus, 

i n which a y o u n g m a n , h a v i n g g o t f r o m his 
f a t h e r the p o r t i o n o f wealth t h a t would have 
come to h i m on the fa ther ' s death , went i n t o a 
f a r c o u n t r y and wasted his money in a r io tous 
evi l l i f e . F o r a t ime he f o r g o t a l l about home 
and d u t y , f o r g o t the commandments of the 
L o r d , f o r g o t the t r a i n i n g o f his e a r l y days . 
L i f e became f o r h i m a cont inuous r o u n d of 
wicked and careless pleasure. As l o n g as his 
money lasted there were p l e n t y o f companions 
ready t o help h im spend i t . 

T h e d a y came when the money was a l l gone, 
and the y o u n g man f ound himself friendless 
and penniless. H i s f o r m e r companions forsook 
h i m . H e was so reduced as t o seek w o r k as a 
swineherd, so h u n g r y t h a t lie was sometimes 
g l a d to eat the food of swine. 

I n his misery he t h o u g h t of the home lie h a d 
l e f t , the f a t h e r he h a d neglected. " A n d when 
he came t o himself , he said, H o w m a n y of m y 
fa ther ' s h i red servants have bread enough and 
t o spare , and I perish w i t h hunger . I w i l l arise 
and go t o m} ' f a t h e r . " 

T h e r e is one sentence i n this p a r a b l e t h a t 
speaks of our bet ter n a t u r e . " A n d when he 
came to h imse l f . " A l l the t ime of his disobedi­
ence and evi l conduct his be t te r n a t u r e had been 
asleep. W h e n i t awoke, when misery b r o u g h t 
t o remembrance the innocent and h a p p y days o f 
his f a ther ' s home he wanted t o r e t u r n . " H e 
came to h imse l f . " 

Does n o t this teach us t h a t i n the s ight of the 
L o r d our real " s e l f " is the good w i t h i n us, the 
heavenly qual i t ies and affections p l a n t e d by 
the L o r d ? I n each of us are good and evil a f ­
fections s t r i v i n g f o r the mas tery . T h e r e is the 
self t h a t is disobedient, u n t r u t h f u l and dishon­
est. A n d there is the self t h a t is t r u t h f u l , obedi­
ent , d u t i f u l . These two selves arc o f ten in 
conf l i c t . 

F a r away in the sky there is a s t a r t h a t some­
times shines b r i g h t l y , sometimes grows d i m . 
M e n not iced i t i n olden t imes, bu t could no t u n ­
ders tand w h y i ts l i g h t waxed and waned. T h e y 
called i t A l g o l , wh i ch means, " T h e D e m o n . " 
M e n o f science now t e l l us there are two stars 
r e v o l v i n g r o u n d each other . One is w a r m and 
b r i g h t , the o ther co ld and dead. W h e n the 
b r i g h t s t a r comes i n f r o n t the s t a r looks b i g 
and b r i g h t t o u s : when the d a r k one comes i n 
f r o n t i t hides the l i g h t and makes i t f a i n t and 
d i m . 

Someth ing l ike our minds, is i t no t ? T h e r e 
are days when our better n a t u r e seems b r i g h t 
and act ive . W e let the l i g h t of our good q u a l ­
ities shine o u t . W e are honest, cheer ful , k i n d 
and h a p p y . T h e r e are o ther days when we are 
g r u m p y and bad tempered, a nuisance to o u r ­
selves and a l l a r o u n d us. B r i g h t s t a r days and 
d a r k s t a r days . B r i g h t days are h a p p y d a y s ; 
d a r k ones are wretched. 

I n the s ight of the L o r d on ly the good , 
b r i g h t , innocent p a r t of o u r n a t u r e is of any 
value. O n l y that is r ea l ly ourselves. I f we 
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choose we can keep the evil p a r t i n sub jec t i on , bad days come when we f o r g e t the L o r d . T h e 
I f we w i l l a l low H i m the L o r d w i l l keep the good days come when we remember H i m and 
better p a r t of us i n constant wakefulness. T h e ca l l u p o n H i s name. 

Some Suggestions for Sunday*school Teachers 
By Laura Test M a c k 

( F i r s t r e a d before the I l l i n o i s A s s o c i a t i o n i n C h i c a g o in 1921. C o n d e n s e d a n d r e w r i t t e n a n d 
r e a d at the O h i o A s s o c i a t i o n in C i n c i n n a t i , O c t o h e r , 1937.) 

A N E W - C H U R C H Sunday-school should i m ­
press the ch i ldren w i t h the sacredness o f 

the W o r d of God . T h i s can he done easily i f 
they be t a u g h t t o handle the B ib le c a r e f u l l y , 
and t o l d never t o let a n y t h i n g rest u p o n i t . 

L e t them feel t h a t where the B i b l e is being 
read t h a t God is t a l k i n g t o them, and t h a t when 
they p r a y they are t a l k i n g t o G o d , and they 
should kneel, f a c i n g the open W o r d . 

T w o l i t t l e g i r l s reached a basement S u n d a y -
school ear ly one d a y , and i t was d a r k . T h e 
l ights had not been l i g h t e d , they were a f r a i d . 
W h e n the teacher a r r i v e d she f ound t h a t they 
had opened the Bib le on the lec tern . T h e y 
said t h a t the i r teacher had t o l d t h e m , when the 
Bib le was open " G o d was w i t h t h e m . " So they 
were no longer a f r a i d . 

T e l l the ch i ldren t h a t each one has a n inner 
body and inner senses—that these make the a n ­
gel inside of h i m . T h a t he wants t h a t angel t o 
g r o w , j u s t as he wants the body t h a t he can 
see to g r o w . So he w i l l have to feed the angel . 
H o w can he do t h a t ? B y r e a d i n g the B ib le 
every d a y , l e a r n i n g verses f r o m i t and d o i n g 
w h a t i t tel ls h i m t o do. 

T r y t o impress each c h i l d w i t h his responsi ­
b i l i t y f o r the care and g r o w t h of the angel 
inside o f h i m . 

T e a c h h im t h a t when he reads the W o r d , i t 
draws the heavenly angels very near t o h im and 
gives h i m power to send evil thoughts away . 
H e must watch his t h o u g h t s , f o r bad thoughts 
make h i m do bad t h i n g s . T e l l h i m his m i n d is 
like a m o v i n g p i c t u r e machine. T h a t i t n o t 
on ly takes p i c tures of what he does, h u t even 
of w h a t he t h i n k s . I n order t o have b e a u t i f u l 
p i c tures t o show, when his m i n d is seen i n 
heaven, he must do b e a u t i f u l th ings f o r o ther 
people. 

T r y t o a p p l y the Sunday-school lesson t o 
the everyday happenings of the ch i ld . 

W i t h these t h o u g h t s i n the teacher's m i n d , 
she should n o t f ind i t h a r d t o give a d i s t inc t i ve 
N e w - C h u r c h teach ing t o each lesson. 

M a k e the stories of open vision v e r y p l a i n , 
f o r i f these are unders tood , I believe i t w i l l be 
easier t o teach the c h i l d how Swedenborg was 
t a u g h t b y the L o r d . These stories of open 
vision teach so p l a i n l y the power sin had t o 
shut the L o r d out of the lives of the people in 
the O ld Tes tament . 

Teach them how the earliest people had p e r ­
ception of the s p i r i t u a l w o r l d ; t h a t l a t e r be­
cause men sinned they could n o t see G o d , so 
H e had to send an angel w i t h H i s message. 
O n l y those whose s p i r i t u a l eyes and ears were 
opened could receive t h a t message. L a t e r , i n 
the t ime of Samuel , the car on ly was open, " F o r 
the W o r d of the L o r d was precious in those 
d a y s ; there was no open vision. '* ( / Sam. i i i . 1.) 
D w e l l on t h i s . 

L a t e r the prophets lamented t h a t the " w a y " 
was closed by which the L o r d approached H i s 
people, on account of th e i r sin. F o r th i s rea­
son, because the " w a y " was closed, the L o r d 
came H i m s e l f , as H e had promised , i n a body 
H e t o o k f r o m M a r y , t o overcome this evi l f o r 
us. T h e n a l l could sec H i s body , b u t no one 
seemed to u n d e r s t a n d who was inside, f o r i n ­
stead of an angel , as Ave have inside of us, i t 
was God W h o liA'ed in Jesus' body , so we c a l l 
H i m the L o r d God. T h e evi l s p i r i t s seemed t o 
knoAV this bet ter t h a n the disciples d i d . M a n } ' 
quo ta t i ons show th is . 

" T h e y cr ied out say ing , L e t us a l o n e ; w h a t 
haA'e we t o do w i t h thee? A r t t h o u come to de­
s t r o y us? I know thee AVIIO t h o u a r t , the H o l y 
one o f G o d . " (Mark i . 24 . ) 

" H o cast out m a n y dev i l s ; and suffered n o t 
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the devil . - to s p e a k b e c a u s e t h e y knew h i m . " 
(Mark i . 3 4 ; a l s o Matt, v i i i , 2 9 ; Luke v i i i . 28 . ) 

I m p r e s s t h e c h i l d r e n w i t h the f a c t t h a t t h e 
L o r d w a n t s to l ive i n t h e i r h e a r t s i f t h e y 
w i l l let H i m , b u t a s the p e o p l e i n t h e O l d T e s t a ­
m e n t s t o r i e s s h u t H i m o u t of t h e i r l i v e s , so 
t h e y a r e d o i n g i f t h e y do n o t l i s t e n to H i m 
when H e tells t h e m w h a t i s r i g h t a n d w r o n g . 

D o t h e o lder c h i l d r e n h a v e the s a m e i n t e r e s t 
a n d love f o r t h e S u n d a y - s c h o o l t h a t t h e 
y o u n g e r ones d o ? I f e a r n o t , a n d i f n o t , w h y 
n o t ? A r e the t e a c h e r s of the o l d e r c h i l d r e n a s 
w e l l f i tted to feed t h e m a s t h e t e a c h e r s of t h e 
y o u n g e r c l a s s e s ? T h e y a r e not a s e a s i l y f e d ! 
C a n t h e t e a c h e r a n s w e r one q u e s t i o n so a s to 
a w a k e n a n i n t e r e s t a n d c a l l f o r t h a n o t h e r q u e s ­
t i o n ? I s t h e r e a s a t i s f i e d look w h e n t h e a n s w e r 
is g i v e n o r does t h e c h i l d l e a v e w i t h a n u n c e r ­
t a i n f e e l i n g ? 

A r e we s a t i s f i e d w i t h o u r s e l v e s a s t e a c h e r s ? 
D o we k n o w m u c h t h a t we c a n n o t d i l u t e to feed 
the c h i l d ? C a n we a c c o m m o d a t e o u r k n o w l e d g e 
to h i s m e n t a l s t a t e ? 

I h a v e o f ten been i m p r e s s e d w i t h the f a c t 
t h a t c h i l d r e n who come to us f r o m o t h e r t h a n 
N e w - C h u r c h S u n d a y - s c h o o l s seem to k n o w t h e 
f a c t s of t h e l e t t e r of t h e W o r d b e t t e r t h a n o u r 
o w n c h i l d r e n d o . H e r e a r e a few q u e s t i o n s 
t a k e n f r o m a n old C h u r c h m a n u a l . C a n y o u 
a n s w e r t h e m ? 

N a m e , in o r d e r , s ixteen l e a d i n g c h a r a c t e r s of the O l d 
T e s t a m e n t . 

N a m e s ix per iods of O l d T e s t a m e n t h i s t o r y . 
W h a t was the extent of the D e c l i n e ? 
N a m e three persons in this p e r i o d . 
W h a t is the extent of the p e r i o d of s e r v i t u d e ? 
N a m e five epochs in this p e r i o d . 
N a m e five persons in this p e r i o d . 
G i v e the dates of the f o l l o w i n g : Z a c h a r i a s , S a r a h , 

N e h e m i a h . 

I do n o t believe t h e p e r s o n w h o w r o t e these 
q u e s t i o n s h a d a n y c o n c e p t i o n of t h e t h o u g h t s I 
g a v e e a r l i e r , b u t c a n n o t we, too , g i v e the c h i l ­
d r e n t h e view of the l e t t e r t h a t these q u e s t i o n s 
i m p l y . 

W h e n we t h i n k of the l i m i t e d t ime we h a v e 
f o r o u r lessons a n d t h a t p e r h a p s the c h i l d m a y 
be w i t h u s f o r o n l y a s h o r t p e r i o d , i t becomes a 
s e r i o u s d u t y to u s t e a c h e r s to g i v e e a c h c h i l d , 
e a c h S u n d a y , some definite s p i r i t u a l i d e a . W i t h 
the L o r d ' s h e l p we a r e p l a n t i n g " r e m a i n s " t h a t 
w i l l h e l p t h e m i n e t e r n i t y . W h e n h e look a t o u r 
t e a c h i n g i n t h i s l i g h t , c a n wc go w i t h a n u n p r e ­

p a r e d l e s s o n ? I f we g o b r i m - f u l l w i l l n o t t h e 
c h i l d go h o m e h a p p y , t h e a n g e l i n e a c h h a v i n g 
been f e d , a n d w i l l n o t he come b a c k e a g e r t h e 
next S u n d a y f o r m o r e . 

W e c a n m a k e the S u n d a y - s c h o o l m e a n a l l 
t h i s to t h e c h i l d r e n i f Ave, t h e t e a c h e r s , do o u r 
p a r t a n d i n t e l l i g e n t l y fo l low o u r S a v i o u r ' s c o m ­
m a n d : . . . " F e e d m y l a m b s . ' ' 

EVIDENCE SOCIETY NOTES 

T h e E v i d e n c e Society has received a n important 
and interest ing letter from H e n r y de G e y m u l l c r , 
member of the E v i d e n c e Society of the F r e n c h -
S p e a k i n g N e w - C h u r c h F e d e r a t i o n , from w h i c h the 
fol lowing extracts are taken deal ing with the pres­
ent publ ic attitude in C e n t r a l E u r o p e t o w a r d SAve-
denborg's t e a c h i n g s : 

S w e d e n b o r g was brought notably to the atten­
tion of the publ ic d u r i n g these last two y e a r s , a n d 
many art ic les were deA'oted to h im in F r a n c e , G e r ­
m a n y , A u s t r i a , I t a l y and S w i t z e r l a n d , due to a 
series of l i t e r a r y "eA'ents . " T h e s e are the fol -
loAving: 

I n F r a n c e (also F r e n c h S w i t z e r l a n d a n d I t a l y ) : 
( 1 ) T h e publ icat ion of H e n r y de G e y m u l l e r ' s 
" S w e d e n b o r g et les Phenomenes P s y c h i q u e s " ; ( 2 ) 
the F r e n c h translat ion of L a m m ' s "SAvedenborg , " 
w i t h a preface b y P a u l V a l e r y . of the F r e n c l i 
A c a d e m y ( 1 9 3 6 ) . 

I n G e r m a n y (also A u s t r i a , G e r m a n S w i t z e r ­
l a n d ) : the publication of the G e r m a n translat ion 
of G e y m u l l e r ' s book ( " S w e d e n b o r g and die U b e r -
s innliche W e l t " ) , w i t h a preface by G e h e i m r a t 
P r o f . D r . H a n s D r i e s c h , of L e i p z i g U n i v e r s i t y . 

( 3 ) A n art ic le by D r . von W i n t e r s t e i n : " S w e ­
denborg's Rel igious C r i s i s and H i s D r e a m b o o k , " 
which a p p e a r e d i n the p s y c h o a n a l y t i c a l rev iew, 
Imago, N o . 8, 1936, at V i e n n a . 

In France: 
S o f a r as one c a n j u d g e from art ic les that a p ­

peared i n the p r e s s , reactions Avere rather favor­
able , but never e n t h u s i a s t i c ; a few were u n f a v o r ­
able. Publ icat ions consecrated to p s y c h i c a l r e ­
s e a r c h , l ike the Revue de Metapsychique, ex ­
pressed themselves Avitb favor and admitted S w e ­
denborg's transcendental f a c u l t i e s ; P r o t e s t a n t r e ­
views rather commended my book and recognized 
Swedenborg 's importance as a religious th inker . 
A C a t h o l i c review said that Swedenborg 's ideas 
concerning the connection between soul a n d body 
were ful l of interest , though, " o f course, ut ter ly 
f a l s e , " s t i l l the review expressed its contentment 
because SAvedenborg opposed the doctrine of r e ­
incarnat ion . P h i l o s o p h i c a l and l i t e r a r y p u b l i c a -
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Hons took no notice of my book, or simply men­
tioned its contents. 

As to Lamm's book, i t was more of a l i t e r a r y 
event, on account of Paul Valery's preface. M a n y 
papers chiefly spoke of Valery's merits. As you 
know, Lamm's book, excellent as i t is f rom a schol­
ar ly point of view, is rather negative. Louis G i l l e t , 
of the French Academy, wrote an article i n 
Gringoire (the greatest French weekly p a p e r ) , i n 
a rather condescending and sarcastic tone. The 
Rev. E. E . Iungerich wrote to M . Gi l le t , protest­
ing against his inventions. Gil let 's answer was 
indeed quite humble and contr ite ; the French acad­
emician expressed his regret for having i l l - t reated 
one of the great "temoins du mystere." 

As to Paul Valery himself , he wrote an interest­
ing preface f u l l of admiration for Swedenborg, 
whom be considers one of the "arrest ing figures 
of the great drama of human thought." He thinks 
there is a great problem, a great mystery involved 
in Swedenborg's case, which i t would be of the 
highest importance to solve. " I love hunt ing for 
the sake of h u n t i n g , " says Valery at the end of 
his preface, "and there are few hunts more tak ing 
and manifold than the hunt after the mystery 
Swedenborg." I t may be said that the sympa­
thetic interest which a man like Valery takes i n 
Swedenborg is rather significant. I t w i l l contrib­
ute much toward a more objective and favorable 
appreciation of Swedenborg's outstanding merits 
in French-speaking countries. 

I may add here that M . Jean Monnier , Professor 
of Theology at Paris and at Strasburg Univers i ty , 
has a profound admiration for Swedenborg. He 
wrote a favorable review of my book i n the Review 
of Religious History and Philosophy, and he is 
the author of the excellent and appreciative ar ­
ticle on Swedenborg in the new Protestant encyclo­
pedia of religious knowledge. This article w i l l no 
doubt have a favorable influence on Protestant 
ministers. 

I hope that one of us w i l l be able to wr i te the 
article on Swedenborg in the " N e w French E n ­
cyclopedia" which is now appearing i n fascicles. 

Italy: 
Articles favorable to SAvedenborg have appeared 

in the I t a l i a n papers and reviews, chiefly in the 
Ricerca Psychica. A long and sympathetic ar ­
ticle, w i th a por t ra i t of the Swedish seer, has ap­
peared in the Domenica Illustrata, of Rome. A n 
I ta l ian scientist (whose name I now forget) has 
the intention of w r i t i n g a stud}7 on the p r i o r i t y of 
some of Swedenborg's scientific discoveries and 
theories. I was to ld so by Sigr. D'Ambrosio of 
Florence, who knows the said scientist. 

Most, i f not a l l , of these I t a l i a n articles Avere 
inspired by the reading of the French edition of 
my book. 

Germany (and Austria): 
Let us first speak of D r . A'on Winterstein's 

psychoanalytical study ( " I m a g o " ) , which was 

mentioned by D r . Spoerl i n New Christianity 
( W i n t e r , 1937). This article pretends to reveal 
to us the subconscious complexes of Swedenborg. 
I t is exclusively based on a Freudian interpreta­
t ion of Swedenborg's dreams, and this interpreta­
t ion sounds absurd. I t need not be taken seriously, 
but i t w i l l be considered as fundamental by the 
psychoanalysts throughout the AA'orld, as D r . Freud 
is the editor and director of the review Imago 
(V ienna) . 

NEWS OF THE CHURCH 

B A L T I M O R E , M D . 
T h e p a s t o r w i l l p r e a c h on " F i v e M i r a c l e s " a t the 

m o r n i n g s e r v i c e of F e b r u a r y 1 3 t h ; a n d his s e r m o n topics 
for F e b r u a r y 20th a n d 27th, r e s p e c t i v e l y , w i l l be " W h y 
H a v e a L a w ? " a n d " T h e U n i v e r s i t y of E x p e r i e n c e . " 

T h e M e n ' s C l u b meets at the c h u r c h on W e d n e s d a y 
e v e n i n g , F e b r u a r y 9th, at 8:00 o 'clock for a l i v e l y d i s ­
c u s s i o n of a p o p u l a r topic . 

T h e Y o u n g P e o p l e ' s L e a g u e w i l l meet w i t h M r s . R a y 
S c h l e h r at N o r t h L i n t h i c u m at 8:00 o 'clock on S u n d a y , 
F e b r u a r y 13th. 

O n W e d n e s d a y , F e b r u a r y 16th, the W o m a n ' s G u i l d 
w i l l meet w i t h M r s . M a r i o n G r e s s i t t , 333 N o r t h C h a r l e s 
S t r e e t , at 2:00 o 'clock. O n the f o l l o w i n g d a y a c a r d 
p a r t y g i v e n b y M r s . D a v i d C o r d l e a t 1117 S t . P a u l 
S t r e e t , w i l l b e g i n at 8:00 o 'clock. A d m i s s i o n is t h i r t y -
five cents . 

T h e flowers on the a l t a r on S u n d a y , J a n u a r y 30th, 
w e r e i n loA'ing m e m o r y o f M r . G e o r g e T r e u t a n d w e r e 
g i v e n by his f a m i l y . 

T h e L e a g u e s t u d y c l a s s p l a n s to meet on S u n d a y eve ­
n i n g , F e b r u a r y 20th, a t the c h u r c h . S u p p e r is to be 
s e r v e d at 6:00 o 'c lock, a n d the s t u d y begins at 8:00. 

B R O C K T O N , M A S S . 
T h e B r o c k t o n S o c i e t y felt honored a n d h a p p y to s h a r e 

i n the o b s e r v a n c e o f the 250th a n n i v e r s a r y of S w e d e n ­
borg 's b i r t h . F o l l o w i n g the s u p p e r s e r v e d b y the L a d i e s ' 
C i r c l e . J a n u a r y 20th, the m i n i s t e r of the S o c i e t y , the 
R e v . H a r o l d R . G u s t a f s o n , gave a n i n t e r e s t i n g , i n f o r m a l 
a d d r e s s on S w e d e n b o r g a n d the p l a n s for the o b s e r v a n c e 
of this a n n i v e r s a r y in N e w Y o r k , B o s t o n , in the l o c a l 
c h u r c h , a n d e lsewhere . A f t e r the s u p p e r o l d - f a s h i o n e d 
dances were e n j o y e d i n the lad ies ' p a r l o r , w i t h y o u n g 
a n d old j o i n i n g in these . A S w e d e n b o r g C h i l d r e n ' s 
P a r t y w a s one of the m o s t d e l i g h t f u l events i n the p r o ­
g r a m of the S o c i e t y . M i s s I n e z C h a p m a n , g e n e r a l c h a i r ­
m a n of the A n n i v e r s a r y p r o g r a m , w a s in c h a r g e , a s ­
s is ted by the R e v . a n d M r s . H a r o l d R . G u s t a f s o n , a c o m ­
mittee of y o u n g people a n d a n u m b e r of hostesses . M r . 
G u s t a f s o n opened the p a r t y b y a g r e e t i n g to the c h i l ­
d r e n ; M i s s M c r i e l B l a n c h a r d , of the c h u r c h choir , g a v e 
s e v e r a l d e l i g h t f u l s o n g s ; M r s . F r a n k l i n H . B l a c k m e r , o f 
C a m b r i d g e , spoke to the c h i l d r e n u n d e r s t a n d i n g ^ on the 
s u b j e c t . " M o r e T h a n a P a r t y " ; a n d M r s . A r t h u r L . 
A t w o o d read b r i e f , o r i g i n a l s tories in verse . T h e R e \ ' . 
F r a n k l i n H . B l a c k m e r , f o r m e r m i n i s t e r of the S o c i e t y , 
w a s a Avelcome g u e s t who h a d a p a r t in the p r o g r a m . 
A f t e r r e f r e s h m e n t s w e r e s e r v e d , the c h i l d r e n s a n g t o ­
gether se\ 'cral f a m i l i a r h y m n s . O v e r one h u n d r e d a n d 
fifty c h i l d r e n a t tended the p a r t y , i n c l u d i n g a l a r g e n u m ­
ber of c h i l d r e n f r o m other S u n d a y - s c h o o l s of the c i t y . 

A t the A n n i v e r s a r y W e e k s e r v i c e . S u n d a y m o r n i n g . 
J a n u a r y 2 3 r d , the R e v . H a r o l d R . G u s t a f s o n p r e a c h e d 
on the theme. " T h e V i s i o n of J o h n i n P a t m o s . " A v e s ­
p e r s e r v i c e w a s held in the c h u r c h that a f ternoon at 4:00 
o 'clock in c h a r g e of the m i n i s t e r , ass i s ted b y the R e v . 
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F r a n k l i n H . B l a c k m e r , who showed sl ides g i v i n g g l impses 
of tlie l i fe of S w e d e n b o r g , a n d spoke i n t e r e s t i n g l y of 
h im a n d his g r e a t w o r k . 

T h e c h o i r g a v e a p p e a l i n g s p e c i a l m u s i c , w i t h M i s s 
G r a c e J a m e s at the o r g a n . T h a t e v e n i n g the Y o u n g 
P e o p l e ' s L e a g u e j o i n e d w i t h the L e a g u e s of the n e i g h ­
b o r i n g N e w C h u r c h e s in a g r o u p s t u d y m e e t i n g a t E l m -
wood. E a c h of the three s t u d y g r o u p s of the c h u r c h — 
the .Senior Y o u n g P e o p l e ' s L e a g u e , the J u n i o r L e a g u e , 
a n d the A d u l t S t u d y C l a s s — h o n o r e d the 250th a n n i v e r ­
s a r y o f S w e d e n b o r g in some s p e c i a l w a y b e t w e e n J a n u ­
a r y 17th to 29th. T u e s d a y e v e n i n g J a n u a r y 25th. M r . 
a n d M r s . G u s t a f s o n e n t e r t a i n e d the A d u l t S t u d y C l a s s 
e n j o y a b l y at their home. T h e L a d i e s ' C i r c l e a n d the 
M a t r o n a l i a C l u b w e r e hostesses on F r i d a y a f t e r n o o n , 
J a n u a r y 28th, from 3:00 to 5:00 at an A n n i v e r s a r y R e ­
ception a n d T e a . to w h i c h the women's o r g a n i z a t i o n s of 
the c i t y w e r e invited . O n S u n d a y , J a n u a r y 30th, the 
C h u r c h had a s p e c i a l A n n i v e r s a r y and N a t i o n a l L e a g u e 
S e r v i c e in the m o r n i n g at 11:00 o 'clock. A t the S u n d a y -
school o b s e r v a n c e , p r e c e d i n g the c h u r c h s e r v i c e , the p r i z e 
essays on the l i fe of S w e d e n b o r g , selected b y three 
j u d g e s f r o m those w r i t t e n b y the boys a n d g i r l s o f the 
S u n d a y - s c h o o l were read . 

B U F F A L O 
T h e C h u r c h of the D i v i n e H u m a n i t y in B u f f a l o c e l e ­

b r a t e d the 250th a n n i v e r s a r y of the b i r t h of S w e d e n b o r g 
w i t h a d i n n e r held on J a n u a r y 28th, one d a y in a d v a n c e 
of the a c t u a l b i r t h date . T h e executive committee s p o n ­
s o r i n g the af fair inc luded J o h n H a g m a n n . P r e s i d e n t of 
the S o c i e t y ; A . H . P a l m e r . S e c r e t a r y ; T h o m a s P a u l , 
K . S . A c t o n a n d F r e d S t o l d t . T h e L a d i e s ' A i d S o c i e t y , 
Mine. L u e t t i , P r e s i d e n t , a n d M r s . A . H . P a l m e r , S e c r e ­
t a r y , ass i s ted in the a r r a n g e m e n t s . 

T h e d i n n e r p r o g r a m included the r e a d i n g of let ters 
from f o r m e r p a s t o r s of the B u f f a l o S o c i e t y — D r . F r a n k 
A . G u s t a f s o n , G e n e r a l P a s t o r of the K a n s a s A s s o c i a ­
t ion, a n d the R e v . W i l l i a m H . B e a l e s , of D e t r o i t , who 
is c h a i r m a n of the N a t i o n a l C o u n c i l of M i n i s t e r s . 

N E W Y O R K 
T h e N e w Y o r k S o c i e t y of the N e w C h u r c h c e l e b r a t e d 

the S w e d e n b o r g A n n i v e r s a r y w i t h a n a l l - d a y p r o g r a m 
which w a s an o v e r w h e l m i n g and o u t s t a n d i n g success . 
O n e h u n d r e d and s ix ty - f ive p e r s o n s at tended the m o r n i n g 
serv ice , a n d w e r e t h r i l l e d a n d i n s p i r e d b y the w o n d e r f u l 
m u s i c , a n d the fine a d d r e s s g i v e n b y the R e v . A r t h u r 
W i l d e . M r . W i l l i a m E d e r , t a l e n t e d ' c e l l i s t , who has 
j u s t r e t u r n e d to this c o u n t r y a f t e r ten y e a r s in G e r ­
m a n } , w a s guest a r t i s t at the m o r n i n g serv ice . 

O v e r a h u n d r e d persons s t a y e d for the c o n g r e g a t i o n a l 
lunch at 1:00 o 'clock. F o l l o w i n g this w a s an exhibi t ion , 
in the c h u r c h l i b r a r y , of p h o t o t y p e s a n d l i t h o g r a p h i c 
copies of S w e d e n b o r g ' s o r i g i n a l m a n u s c r i p t s , the f o r m e r 
loaned by the S w e d e n b o r g F o u n d a t i o n a n d the l a t t e r b y 
the R e v . A r t h u r W i l d e . A n o t h e r exhibit w h i c h exci ted 
g n at interest w a s the t a l k i n g m a c h i n e for the b l i n d , 
w i t h r e c o r d s on S w e d e n b o r g ' s t e a c h i n g s w h i c h have j u s t 
been completed by M r . W i l d e . 

M r . W i l l i a m R u t h e r f o r d , the O r g a n i s t a n d M u s i c a l 
D i r e c t o r o f the N e w Y o r k S o c i e t y , g a v e a fine o r g a n 
reci ta l at three o 'clock. H i s p r o g r a m w a s u n u s u a l l y 
beaut i fu l and his magni f icent p l a y i n g t h r i l l e d his a u d i ­
ence of over two h u n d r e d a n d fifty p e r s o n s . 

F o l l o w i n g M r . R u t h e r f o r d ' s r e c i t a l w a s a n i l l u s t r a t e d 
l a n t e r n l e c t u r e by the R e v . A r t h u r W i l d e . T h e N e w Y o r k 
n e w s p a p e r s h a d g i v e n this l e c t u r e wide p u b l i c i t y , w i t h 
the resul t t h a t m a n y s t r a n g e r s were p r e s e n t who e n t h u s i ­
a s t i c a l l y expressed t h e i r interest a n d a p p r e c i a t i o n of M r . 
W i l d e ' s m a s t e r l y treatment of his s u b j e c t . M a n y o f the 
l a n t e r n v iews were t a k e n by M r . W i l d e on his v a r i o u s 

v is i ts to S w e d e n . A f t e r n o o n tea w a s s e r v e d in the 
P a r i s h H o u s e at the close of the lecture . 

P O R T L A N D , O R E . 
T h e a n n u a l m e e t i n g of the P o r t l a n d S o c i e t y w a s held 

on J a n u a r y 12th a n d w a s a t tended b y n e a r l y f o r t y p e r ­
sons. T h e occas ion w a s p r e c e d e d b y a d i n n e r a n d b y 
c o m m u n i t y s i n g i n g w h i c h g a v e a gay a n d e n t h u s i a s t i c 
a i r to the p r o c e e d i n g s . I t w a s d e c i d e d to t r y the e x p e r i ­
ment of h a v i n g a luncheon to follow the m o r n i n g s e r v i c e 
on the first S u n d a y of e v e r y m o n t h , e a c h m e m b e r to 
b r i n g food a n d equipment for h imsel f a n d his f r i e n d s , 
in o r d e r to lessen the w o r k u s u a l l y c o n n e c t e d w i t h s u c h 
occasions . T h i s luncheon w i l l be fol lowed b y a n e w p r o ­
g r a m ent i t led " A C o u n c i l for T h e o l o g i c a n d S p i r i t u a l 
R e s e a r c h . " T h e p u r p o s e of this f o r u m w i l l be for the 
m e m b e r s to j o i n t l y find a n d s h a r e w i t h one a n o t h e r 
things of interest w h i c h they have come a c r o s s d u r i n g 
the month on the m a t t e r of " T h e S t a t e of R e l i g i o n 
A m o n g the P e o p l e . " 

A S w e d e n b o r g A n n i v e r s a r y D i n n e r w a s held on F r i ­
d a y evening , J a n u a r y 28th. T w o fine a d d r e s s e s were 
given at this t i m e , one b y M r . B l a c k l e r ( c h a i r m a n of 
the O b s e r v a n c e C o m m i t t e e ) on " S w e d e n b o r g ' s In f luence 
mi M o d e r n T h o u g h t " a n d the second b y the R e v . W i l l i a m 
R . R e e c e ( p a s t o r o f the P o r t l a n d S o c i e t y ) on " S w e d e n ­
borg 's N e w D i s c o v e r i e s in R e l i g i o n . " 

O n S u n d a y , J a n u a r y 30th , the m o r n i n g s e r v i c e w a s a 
c o m m e m o r a t i o n s e r v i c e in honor of E m a n u e l S w e d e n ­
b o r g . the p a s t o r ' s topic b e i n g " S w e d e n b o r g , P r o p h e t of 
a N e w W o r l d . " O p e n H o u s e , a l so at the c h u r c h , fol ­
lowed f r o m 1:00 to 1:00. w i t h an extensive col lect ion of 
S w e d e n h o r g i a n a on d i s p l a y a n d a f o r u m discuss ion on 
" S w e d e n b o r g ' s P h i l o s o p h y of L i f e " c o n d u c t e d b y M r . 
B l a c k l e r . C h a i r m a n of the commit tee in c h a r g e o f this 
occas ion w a s M r s . E s t h e r B o w m a n , to whose efforts the 
S o c i e t y is indebted for the success of the occas ion . 

COMING EVENTS 

The regular monthly meeting of the Board of 
Directors of Swedenborg Foundation, Inc . , w i l l be 
held at 51 East 42nd Street, New Y o r k C i ty , on 
Monday, February 14, 1938, at 4:00 P. M . 

The Annual Meeting of the New York Associa­
t ion w i l l be held in the New Y o r k church, 118 East 
35th Street, on Tuesday, February 22nd, com­
mencing at 10:00 A . M . The sermon at the morn­
ing service w i l l be preached by the Rev. Richard 
Ta fe l of Philadelphia. A t the afternoon meeting 
an address w i l l be given by the Rev. Fred Sidney 
Mayer , President of Convention. The address w i l l 
be followed by an open discussion. Lunch , at a 
nominal charge of f i f ty cents, w i l l be served at the 
Duane Hote l , 237 Madison Avenue, at one o'clock. 

T h e Rev. Russell Eaton 
The Rev. Russell Eaton, president of Urbana 

Junior College, was the guest speaker of the Cham­
paign County Histor ica l Society at its January 
program held at the Public L i b r a r y in Urbana. 
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Ohio, on January 27th. " M r . Eaton called atten­
tion to the function of the Histor i ca l Society i n 
serving the community, and referred to similar 
functions being performed i n other parts of the 
country in the work of local preservation of memo­
rials. 

" H e then reviewed the connection between U r ­
bana Univers i ty , founded i n 1850, and the Church 
of the New Jerusalem (Swedenborgian), members 
of which were among the earliest settlers of U r ­
bana, and spoke of various presidents of the col­
lege who have been prominent in community l i f e in 
the past. Among these were M i l o G. Wi l l i ams , 
Rev. Frank Scwall , D r . Thomas Moses, John W i l ­
liams. D r . Carro l l M a y , and others. I n closing, 
M r . Eaton presented a brief summary of the l i fe 
of Emanuel Swedenborg (1688-1772), scientist, 
philosopher, theologian, and as Swedenborg called 
himself 'Servant of the L o r d Jesus Christ . ' " 

New Y o r k Association 
The high spot of the New York Association's 

Commemoration Program i n honor of the 250th 
anniversary of Swedenborg's b i r t h was undoubt­
edly the banquet at the Hote l Delmonico in New 
York , on Wednesday, January 26th. Four hun­
dred and fifty persons were present to hear the 
many fine speakers of the evening. Since i t is 
hoped shortly to publish a complete account of the 
evening's proceedings, the MESSENGER w i l l not a t ­
tempt to give a report in the present issue, but 
cannot re fra in f rom a message of congratulation 
to the committee which was responsible for the 
overwhelming success of this notable event under 
the able chairmanship of M r s . Frank A . Vander l ip . 

California Association 
The celebration of the 250th anniversary of the 

b ir th of Swedenborg started in Cali fornia w i t h a 
lecture, delivered in the Pasadena Public L i b r a r y 
by the Rev. Othinar Tobiseh of San Francisco, on 
January 19th. I n spite of a rainstorm, some sev­
enty persons attended and viewed wi th interest the 
exhibit of Swedenborg's works there. 

Fr iday, the 28th, was the peak of the Commemo­
ration i n Los Angeles. A banquet in the Chapman 
Hotel was attended by one hundred and t h i r t y . 
Ten speakers on the program lauded various as­
pects of Swedenborg's influence upon the country 
in which he was born and upon the civilized wor ld 
of to-day. Among the speakers was the Swedish 
Consul, who spoke most interestingly on the change 
that came over Sweden in the time of Swedenborg. 

Open House was held every day of the week 
January 24th to January 29th. Among the many 
high spots of the week's activities was a dinner i n 
the Parish H a l l given to one hundred and twenty 
persons, the guest speaker at which was the Presi­

dent of the San Diego Council of Churches. H e 
paid especial tr ibute to Swedenborg's unveil ing of 
the spiritual sense of the Word of God. A pageant 
i l lus trat ing this theme was wr i t t en by Helen 
Shields and executed by the League, leaving a deep 
impression upon a l l who saw i t . 

OBITU ARY 

D E W E Y . — O n December 7, 1937, at her home in 
San Francisco, M r s . T h y r a R. Dewey entered into 
the higher l i fe at the age of eighty years. 

M r s . D e w e y w a s the d a u g h t e r of N e w - C h u r c h p a r e n t s , 
P e h r R e i n l i o l d R i n g s t r o m , a n a t i v e o f S w e d e n , a n d 
C o r n e l i a ( D o u g h t y ) R i n g s t r o m , o f N e w Y o r k . H e r 
g r a n d f a t h e r , the R e v . C h a r l e s J o h n D o u g h t y , w a s a 
m i n i s t e r of the N e w Y o r k S o c i e t y ; a n d h e r u n c l e , the 
R e v . J o h n D o u g h t y , w a s the first m i n i s t e r of the F i r s t 
S o c i e t y of the N e w J e r u s a l e m in S a n F r a n c i s c o . T h e 
y o u n g T h y r a R i n g s t r o m hecame a m e m b e r of h e r unc le ' s 
c h u r c h in 1872. S h e received her e a r l y educat ion i n S a n 
F r a n c i s c o a n d completed it in E u r o p e , w h e r e she s p e n t 
s e v e r a l y e a r s w i t h h e r f a m i l y . A f t e r h e r r e t u r n to S a n 
F r a n c i s c o she m a r r i e d , in 1883, F r e d e r i c k H a s t i n g s 
D e w e y , a n a t i v e of N e w H a m p s h i r e . W i t h o u t a n y 
p e r s u a s i o n f r o m his wi fe or h e r f a m i l y , M r . D e w e y 
g r e w k e e n l y interested in the d o c t r i n e s a n d b e c a m e a 
m e m b e r of the C h u r c h , F o r s e v e r a l y e a r s he w a s a c t i v e 
in the S o c i e t y a n d in the old P a c i f i c C o a s t A s s o c i a t i o n , 
a f o r e r u n n e r of the p r e s e n t C a l i f o r n i a A s s o c i a t i o n . 
E a t e r , M r . a n d M r s . D e w e y r e m o v e d w i t h the ir f a m i l y 
f r o m the n e a r v i c i n i t y of S a n F r a n c i s c o a n d the p r o b l e m 
of d i s t a n c e a n d the c a r e of a g r o w i n g f a m i l y p r e v e n t e d 
close a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h the C h u r c h . O n the ir r e t u r n to 
S a n F r a n c i s c o in 1903, h o w e v e r , M r . a n d M r s . D e w e y 
i m m e d i a t e l y r e s u m e d the ir C h u r c h affiliations. M r . 
D e w e y became a m e m b e r of the B o a r d of T r u s t e e s a n d 
w a s P r e s i d e n t of the S o c i e t y for s e v e r a l y e a r s p r i o r to 
his death in 1913. M r s . D e w e y w a s act ive in the L a d i e s ' 
A i d a n d in the W o m e n ' s A l l i a n c e w h i c h succeeded it . 
S h e became d i s a b l e d in 1930 a n d could no longer a t t e n d 
s e r v i c e s nor t a k e an a c t i v e p a r t in the af fa irs of the 
C h u r c h ; but she a l w a y s r e t a i n e d a sol ic i tous interest in 
its w e l f a r e . She w a s a devoted wi fe a n d m o t h e r a n d a 
l o y a l f r i e n d , a n d t h r o u g h o u t h e r l o n g l i fe she held to 
the most s t e a d f a s t a n d u n w a v e r i n g f a i t h . S h e is s u r ­
v ived b y two sons, four d a u g h t e r s , a n d a b r o t h e r , S i g u r d 
A . R i n g s t r o m . 

Ii [j 

CALENDAR 

Feb. 20. 
Second Sunday before Lent 

(See B. W. , p. 461) 
T H E W O R D 

Sel. 254: " H o , every one that tb i r s te th . " 
Lesson I . Ex . i i . 
I n place of Responsive Service, Anthem I I I , B . 

W. , p. 327: "Blessed be the L o r d . " 
Lesson I I . Luke v i i i , 4-15. 
Glor ia , Benedietns and Fai th . 
Hymns (Mag . ) 239: " L o r d . T h y W o r d abideth." 

2 4 1 : " H o w shall we celebrate T h y love?" 
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T H E N E W - C H U R C H M E S S E N G E R 

The Augmentation Fund 
S T A N D S F O R T H R E E V I T A L T H I N G S : 

1. The Encouragement and Assistance of Weak Societies 
2. Reasonable and Reliable Support for Ministers 
3. Help in Supporting Students for the Ministry 

To Maintain and Extend Its Work I t 

Needs Your Support 
To those who think of making a bequest to the Fund, the Treasurer will be pleased to 

furnish suitable forms and to give any advice that may be asked. As State laws with 
regard to wills vary, local counsel in the State of the testator should finally be consulted. 
Make checks payable to A L B E R T P. CARTER, Treasurer, and send all correspondence 

to him at 511 B A R R I S T E R S H A L L , B O S T O N 9, MASS. » 

U R B A N A J U N I O R C O L L E G E 
of the Genera l Convention 

Preliminary work for Liberal Arts, Agr i ­
culture, Dentistry, Law, Theology, Medicine, 
Pharmacy, Education and Engineering. Special 
courses also in the study of the Word and the 
Writings. Freshman and Sophomore years. 
For information address, 

Rev. Russell Eaton, President 
Urbana, Ohio 

Commemoration E d i t i o n 
S W E D E N B O R G , 

L I F E A N D T E A C H I N G 
By George Trobridge 

Use this book 'luring the present celebration of the 
250th Anniversary of Swedenborg's birth to introduce 
him to new readers. A book of 343' pages, handsomely 
bound in semi-limp imitation leather covers, gilt letter­
ing, rounded corners, for 25 cents per copy, postpaid. 

Our regular paper-bound edition of this book, 10 
cents per copy, postpaid. 

Order a quantity for judicious distribution. 

Swedenborg Foundation Incorporated 
51 East 42nd St. New York, N . Y . 

T H E M E S S E N G E R 
is t h e o f f i c i a l o r g a n o f t h e 

C O N V E N T I O N 

a n d t h e s p e c i a l news s e r v a n t 
o f t h e 

C H U R C H 

H e l p t h e C h u r c h b y s u b s c r i b i n g t o 

T H E M E S S E N G E R 
K e e p in t o u c h w i t h t h e e x t e r n a l 

o r g a n i z a t i o n o f t h e C h u r c h 

T h r e e do l la rs p e r a n n u m 

T H E N E W - C H U R C H 
T H E O L O G I C A L S C H O O L 

48 Quincy St., Cambridge, Mass. 
A three-years' course preparing for the min­

istry. 
Courses by correspondence in the Theology 

of the New Church, and in Spiritual I n ­
terpretation of the Scriptures. 

For information apply to 
Franklin H . Blackmer, President 

B O A R D O F M I S S I O N S 
or T H E 

General Convention 

OURS is peculiarly a missionary church so 
that the uses of this Board require wide 

and intensive activity. Your Board is com­
posed of individuals thoroughly acquainted with 
the task before it, and who devote much time 
and energy to their duties. Help them carry 
on. Suggestions invited. 

L L O Y D A . F R O S T . Treasurer 
CAMBRIDGE T R U S T CO. 

CAMBRIDGE, MASS. 

Hon. Forster W . Freeman President 
Paul Sperry . . . . . . . . . Vice-President 
Leslie Marshall General Secretary 

94 Arlington Ave., Hawthorne, N. J . 

C H A P E L H I L L S C H O O L 
(Formerly called Waltham School for Girls) 

Waltham, Massachusetts 
A Boarding and Day School controlled by New-
Church Trustees. Pupils accepted ages 5 to 19; sep­
arate homes for older and younger girls. College 
Preparatory and General courses in Upper School. 
Outdoor sports. For catalogue, address 

P H I L I P E. G O O D H U E 
Principal 

L Y N N N E I G H B O R H O O D H O U S E 
A S S O C I A T I O N 

Contributions solicited 
Help us serve the Children 

B E R T H A M. W H I T M A N , Treasurer 
109 Walnut Avenue, Roxbury 19, Mass. 

!)(i February 9,1938 


