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V o l . C L I V , N o . 7 N e w Y o r k C i t y , F e b r u a r y 16, 1938 W h o l e N o . 4 4 0 7 

S w e d e n b o r g i n Y o u t h 

DU R I N G the {last month we have heard a 
g r e a t deal o f the l i f e of E m a n u e l Sweden

b o r g . T h e t h i r t y - f i v e years of his scientific 
•.: >1 a d m i n i s t r a t i v e w o r k have been w r i t t e n 
. 1 -poken about . T h i s p e r i o d o f bis l i f e , so 

scientific inves t igat i on and achievement 
has received more not ice t h a n the p e r i o d of his 
- o i r i t u a l i l l u m i n a t i o n . T h i s was almost i n 
s t a b l e since the general pub l i c is more i n t e r -

in l e a r n i n g of Swedenborg the scientist 
tn of Swedenborg the theo log ian . I t was 

5eft t o N e w - C h u r c h lec turers and preachers t o 
7 .ace due emphasis on the a l l - i m p o r t a n t c h a r 
acter of the l a s t three decades of t h a t g r e a t 

l i fe and mission. 
I t is as ton ish ing how l i t t l e we know of Swe-

••rnborg's boyhood and ear ly y o u t h . T h e doc-
n t a r y records of th i s p e r i o d are exceedingly 

scanty . I n those days i t was the custom t h a t 
h i ld ren should he seen and n o t heard . I n the 

rase of Swedenborg, t o o , there w7as the f a c t 
• » : he out l i ved most of the classmates of his 

••• r - i t y days . H a d he died i n t h e s i x t h 
decade of his l i f e there is l i t t l e doubt t h a t m a n y 

• knew h i m i n his y o u t h w o u l d have w r i t t e n 
•bout h i m , and m a n y anecdotes o f his e x p e r i 

ences would have been recounted by those who 
knew h i m . B u t because he spent the las t t h i r t y 
years of his l i f e in c o m p a r a t i v e seclusion no 
occasion arose t o evoke f r o m the memories of 
his e a r l y contemporar ies the stories of c h i l d 
hood and y o u t h t h a t are so o f ten a feature of 
modern b iographies . 

T h e best p i c t u r e of Swedenborg's ch i ldhood 
comes f r o m his own pen i n the l e t t e r he w r o t e 
to D r . Beyer , Professor of Greek at G o t h e n 
b u r g U n i v e r s i t y . H e wrote t h a t l e t t e r when 
he was an o ld man of 81, and when the m e r r y 
d a y - of chi ldhood had almost faded f r o m his 
memory . H e says : 

" F r o m m y f o u r t h to my t e n t h year I was 
c o n s t a n t l y engaged in t h o u g h t u p o n God , sa l 
v a t i o n , and the s p i r i t u a l experiences of m e n ; 
and several times I revealed th ings a t which 
m y f a t h e r and mother wondered ; say ing , t h a t 
angels must bo speaking t h r o u g h me. F r o m 
my s i x t h t o m y t w e l f t h year I used t o de l ight 
i n conversing w i t h c lergymen about f a i t h , say
i n g t h a t the l i f e o f f a i t h is love, and t h a t the 
love whi ch i m p a r t s l i f e is love to the n e i g h b o u r : 
also t h a t G o d gives f a i t h t o everyone, h u t t h a t 
those on ly receive i t who p r a c t i s e t h a t love. I 
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knew of no other f a i t h a t t h a t t ime t h a n t h a t 
God is the C r e a t o r and Preserver of n a t u r e , 
t h a t H e i m p a r t s u n d e r s t a n d i n g and a good 
d ispos i t i on t o men, and several o ther th ings 
t h a t f o l l ow thence. I knew n o t h i n g a t t h a t 
t ime of t h a t learned f a i t h which teaches t h a t 
God the F a t h e r imputes the righteousness of 
H i s son t o whomsoever, and at such t imes, as 
H e chooses, even t o those who have n o t re 
pented and have not re formed t h e i r lives. A n d 
had I heard o f such a f a i t h , i t w o u l d have been 
then , as i t is now, above m y comprehension. " 

T h i s gives us a p i c t u r e o f a chi ldhood t h a t 
while b e a u t i f u l i n its s p i r i t u a l i t y and sober 
earnestness is almost ent i re ly al ienated f r o m 
our usual concept of a schoolboy. W e l ike t o 
t h i n k t h a t this was not the whole of the p i c 
t u r e . I t was on ly t h a t aspect of his y o u t h 
t h a t l ingered i n the m e m o r y of an aged man . 
W e have good reason f o r assuming t h a t as a 
hoy a n d y o u t h Swedenborg fe l t the s u r g i n g of 
good red blood i n his veins, and t h a t he was a 
much more n o r m a l boy t h a n m i g h t be j u d g e d 
f r o m the passage quoted above. As a y o u n g 
man of t w e n t y - s i x he c e r t a i n l y f e l t the urge of 
p a t r i o t i s m . W r i t i n g f r o m Rostock in 1714 to 
his b r o t h e r - i n - l a w , E r i c u s Benzelius, he gives 
evidence of a fervent p a t r i o t i s m : 

" M e a n w h i l e , I should l ike very much t o know 
w h a t the U p s a l a M i n e r v a t h i n k s of the general 
of the Muscov i tes , who is on ly t w e n t y Swedish 
miles d i s t a n t ; whether she has seized her arms 
and her aegis, and is p r e p a r i n g to go and meet 
h i m , together w i t h her muses, or whether she 
has an olive b r a n c h which she pre fers t o offer? 
A l t h o u g h a f a r off, I see how she is i n s t r u c t i n g 
her muses i n the use of arms , and teaching the 
exercises of M a r s r a t h e r than her own. I 
should have wished to bear the eagles before 
her , or t o p e r f o r m any o ther smal l service u n 
der h e r / ' 

H e r e is Swedenborg as a y o u n g man feel ing 
the urge of p a t r i o t i s m and of l o y a l t y t o his 
alma mater, w i l l i n g t o bear the eagles before 
his u n i v e r s i t y corps even in the face of the M u s 
covite a r m y . 

W e catch another g l impse of an adventur 
ous s p i r i t i n the record o f w h a t m a y he t r u l y 
designated as a y o u t h f u l escapade. I n 1710 

Swedenborg, a y o u n g man of 2 2 , s t a r t e d f o r 
L o n d o n . O f this j o u r n e y he w r o t e : 

" I t rave led t o G o t t e n b u r g , and thence by 
ship to L o n d o n . On the way t o L o n d o n I was 
f o u r times i n danger o f m y l i f e : 1 . F r o m a 
sand-bank on the E n g l i s h coast i n a dense f o g , 
when a l l considered themselves lost , the keel of 
the vessel being w i t h i n a q u a r t e r of a fa them 
o f the bank. 2. F r o m the crew of a p r i v a t e e r , 
who came on b o a r d , d e c l a r i n g themselves t o be 
F r e n c h , while we t h o u g h t they were D a n e - . 
3. F r o m an E n g l i s h g u a r d - s h i p on the f o l l o w i n g 
evening, which on the s t r e n g t h of a r e p o r t mis 
t o o k us in the darkness f o r the p r i v a t e e r ; 
wherefore i t fired a whole broadside i n t o us, 
b u t w i t h o u t d o i n g us any serious damage. 4. 
I n L o n d o n I was soon a f t e r exposed t o a - t i l l 
g r ea ter danger , f o r some Swedes, who had ap 
proached our ship i n a y a c h t , persuaded me to 
sai l w i t h them t o t o w n , when a l l on b o a r d had 
been commanded t o remain there f o r six weeks; 
the news h a v i n g a l ready spread, t h a t the plague 
had broken o u t in Sweden. As I d id not ob
serve the q u a r a n t i n e , an i n q u i r y was made ; yet 
I was saved f r o m the h a l t e r , w i t h the dec lara
t i o n , however, t h a t no one who ventured t o do 
th i s in f u t u r e would escape his d o o m . " 

I t is possible t h a t Swedenborg r a n this grave 
r i sk in ignorance of the severi ty of E n g l i s h 
l a w a t t h a t t ime. H i s escape reveals the fac t 
t h a t he was f a r f r o m being a caut ious , t i m i d 
y o u n g man . H e r e was no " s i s sy " o f a scholar , 
b u t a man w i t h a love of adventure , and w i l l i n g 
t o " t a k e a chance." 

A . W . 

Orderly Death 
I F man had lived a l i fe of good, his interiors 

would be open to heaven, and through heaven to 
the L o r d ; and so too would the very least and 
invisible l i t t l e vessels. I n consequence man would 
be without disease, and would only decline to ex
treme old age, even unt i l he became a child again, 
but a wise c h i l d ; and when the body could no 
longer minister to Ids internal man or sp i r i t , he 
would pass without disease out of Ids earthly body 
into a body such as angels have, thus out of the 
wor ld direct ly into heaven. (A. 572(5.) 
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S w e d e n b o r g A n n i v e r s a r y D i n n e r 
Hotel Delmonico, January 26th, 1938 

M R S . F R A N K A . V A N D E R L I P , Presiding 

A t the Guest Table : 
M R S . V A N D E R L I P , D R . and M R S . M A X M A S O N , 
D R . H O W A R D W. H A G G A R D , the R E V . C H A R L E S 
W . H A R V E Y , D R . W I L L I A M A D A M S B R O W N , M R . 
E Z R A H Y D E A L D E N , C H A P L A I N and M R S . R A Y 
M O N D C. K N O X , D R . J O H N D Y N F . L F . Y P R I N C E , 
C O N S U L G E N E R A L K A S T E N G R K N , and the R E V . 
A R T H U R W I L D E . 

M R S . Y A N D E R L I P : 

Guests and Friends: I n behalf of the Sweden
borg Commemoration Committee, I welcome you 
to this first gathering to honor the memory of 
Emanuel Swedenborg. 

. . . Now that you have finished your material 
feast I invite you to a feast of reason and a flow 
of soul. F i r s t I wish to express our appreciation 
to the speakers who have come to us, several f rom 
distances—Philadelphia, New Haven and Cal i 
fornia. 

People have recently asked me how I happened 
to be interested i n Swedenborg and my reply is 
that I came by i t quite simply at my mother's 
knee. I n the moderate-sized c ity where I spent 
my first years, there was a Swedenborg reading-
circle, as I suppose was the case at that time i n 
many small towns and larger cities of the Uni ted 
States, made up of seekers for intellectual and 
spir i tual t r u t h . M y mother belonged to such a 
circle. I remember l istening to my mother reading 
aloud from Heaven and Hell i n the fami ly circle 
in fascinated terror . But I got my teaching in the 
way of l i fe from her clear interpretations of the 
fundamental and stimulating precepts which she 
had found i n the writ ings of Swedenborg, ideas 
passed through the marvelous alchemy of her own 
tine mind and coming to me as words of wisdom 
which she herself made practical in her l i fe of 
gracious service to her neighbors of a l l classes. 

The direct t ransmitt ing of ideas and ideals from 
one human being to another and their long-l ived-
ness is one of the most encouraging phenomena I 
have witnessed. Our c ivi l izat ion, based as i t is on 
the Christ ian teachings, is renewed and refreshed 
on its way by great and lesser men and women of 
aspiration, good w i l l and good works, who trans
mit their ideals from one generation to another— 

person to person," as the telephone company puts 
i t . Wc are fortunate when we can meet and catch 
a new fire f rom the imaginations of exceptionally 
_rifted and out-giving people. 

Tonight we have that privilege and we have the 
occasion. 

The occasion is an anniversary. We take an 
hour or so to contemplate the creative l i fe and 

generous work of a genius—a man of good w i l l 
and great intellectual power, who spent his whole 
l i fe i n searching for t ruth to benefit his fellow men. 
Beginning Avith the ardent study of the materials 
and mechanics of the w o r l d , lie sharpened his i n 
tellect and refined his mind u n t i l he was able to 
perceive a philosophy and open a new pathway for 
the mind and sp i r i t together. Too long passive 
faith had ruled men's conduct. He showed that 
fa i th and intelligence together must lie exercised 
to br ing forth good works. We often hear the 
remark, "There is often more harm done by w e l l -
meaning reformers than by intell igent rascals." 
That is because intelligence is not always joined 
to zeal for reform. 

Swedenborg interpreted and brought down to 
practical everyday l i f e the Christian teachings. As 
wc know, Christ ianity has not been practiced ex
cept by an occasional individual or small group. 
Therefore, every freshening and sharpening of i n 
terest which a new teacher can create, every renais
sance of study of the Bible , is of value to our 
Society. We a l l agree that high character in i n d i 
viduals and i n nations is the most needed t h i n g 
to-day. From rel igions—not from theologies—we 
must seek the bread of the spir i t which w i l l nour
ish high character in men and women. From the 
repetions, interpretations and wisdom of teachers 
of religious and ethical ideas in the home, church, 
lecture hall and youth centers, must come the st im
ulation to self-discipline and lives of service to the 
neighbor. 

For these reasons we welcome an occasion when 
we can refresh our spirits and stir our minds by 
listening to the wisdom of these men of intellect 
and good w i l l who have come to us to-night . 

Our first speaker is a man of wide travel and 
experience—one of the great historians of Colum
bia Univers i ty , a great student of government, 
languages and people. When we went to invite 
him to speak he to ld us of an interesting incident 
when he was our American Minis ter to Denmark. 
He was v is i t ing i n Sweden and was invited by 
Bishop Soderblom to address a great gathering in 
the Cathedral at Upsala where stands the tomb of 
Swedenborg. I n his academic robes, he was con
ducted by the church dignitaries to a p u l p i t in the 
midst of a throng of people. Here lie gave an 
address in the Swedish language. Afterwards lie 
was told that this was the first time a foreigner 
had spoken in that cathedral since an Anglo-Saxon 
bishop a thousand years ago. 

I take great pleasure in introducing to you 
D r . John Dyneley Prince, who w i l l give us a 
glimpse of the state of society and the thought of 
the period in which Swedenborg l ived. 
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D R . P R I N C E : 

I t is a s i g n i f i c a n t f a c t i n man ' s m e n t a l d e v e l o p 
m e n t t h a t w h e n e v e r t h e m i n d has become d u l l e d 
b y s t a g n a t i o n t h e r e has a p p e a r e d a s t a r w h i c h has 
shed i t s e f fu lgence over t h e r e s t r i c t i o n s o f f o r m a l 
i s m a n d l i k e t h e S t a r o f B e t h l e h e m l e d thousands 
out i n t o t h e l i g h t o f b e t t e r u n d e r s t a n d i n g . S u c h 
a beacon was E m a n u e l S w e d e n b o r g . 

H e was b o r n J a n u a r y 29 , 1688 , i n t o an age j u s t 
s u i t e d to h is p e c u l i a r gen ius . T h e o l d a x i o m a t i c 
p h i l o s o p h y w h i c h d o g m a t i c a l l y f o r m u l a t e d a x i o m s 
or so - ca l l ed " i n c o n t r o v e r t i b l e t r u t h s " a n d reasoned 
f r o m such d o g m a t i c f o r m u l a e , h a d p r a c t i c a l l y g i v e n 
w a y to the e m p i r i c i s m or e x p e r i m e n t a l code o f the 
Descar tes school o f p h i l o s o p h y . S w e d e n b o r g was 
a s t u d e n t at the U n i v e r s i t y o f U p s a l a a t t h e t i m e 
w h e n t h e b a t t l e b e t w e e n D e s c a r t e s a n d t h e C h u r c h 
was r a g i n g a n d S w e d e n b o r g s ided w i t h Descar tes . 
S w e d e n b o r g was n i n e years o l d w h e n the p r o g r e s 
sive a n d p h i l o s o p h i c a l K i n g o f S w e d e n , C h a r l e s X I , 
d i e d . H i s successor t o t h e t h r o n e , C h a r l e s X I I , 
a l t h o u g h p o o r l y p r e p a r e d b y a n i n e f f e c t i v e educa 
t i o n t o c a r r y on his f a t h e r ' s e n l i g h t e n e d p l a n s , 
neverthe less d i d so s u c c e s s f u l l y , u n t i l i n t e r r u p t e d 
by t h e d e v a s t a t i n g w a r s o f t h e p e r i o d . A f t e r 
C h a r l e s X I I r e t u r n e d t o S w e d e n he r e s u m e d h is 
p a t r o n a g e a n d e n c o u r a g e m e n t o f t h e sciences u n t i l 
h i s d e a t h . A t t h e d e a t l i o f C h a r l e s X I I Q u e e n 
U l r i c a e l e v a t e d S w e d e n b o r g a n d h is f a m i l y to the 
r a n k o f the n o b i l i t y a n d his name was c h a n g e d 
f r o m S w e d b e r g to S w e d e n b o r g , t h e " e n " c o r r e s 
p o n d i n g to t h e G e r m a n v o n . I n t h e S w e d i s h H o u s e 
o f N o b l e s he c o n t r i b u t e d to such s u b j e c t s as the 
c u r r e n c y , t h e ba lance o f t r a d e a n d t h e l i q u o r Laws. 
H e also opposed a b i l l f o r i n c r e a s i n g t h e p o w e r 
o f t h e c r o w n . 

A f t e r S w e d e n b o r g l e f t t h e U n i v e r s i t y he spent 
t w o a n d a h a l f years i n E n g l a n d s t u d y i n g m a t h e 
m a t i c s , a s t r o n o m y , a n d mechanics . H e l e a r n e d a 
n u m b e r o f t r a d e s , a m o n g t h e m t h e m a k i n g o f 
s c i ent i f i c i n s t r u m e n t s , a n d b y p r o c u r i n g a n a i r 
p u m p he was t h e first to e m p l o y m e r c u r y t o p r o 
duce a v a c u u m . H e c o n t i n u e d his s tudies i n H o l 
l a n d , F r a n c e a n d G e r m a n y a n d made des igns o f 
m a n y i n v e n t i o n s . S w e d e n b o r g h a d been t u t o r e d 
p r e v i o u s l y b y O l a f R u d b e c k , a n d i n a n a t o m y b y 
M o r a c u s , the l e a d i n g p h y s i c i a n o f F a h l u n , a n d he 
was also in f luenced b y his b r o t h e r - i n - l a w , B e n -
z e l i u s , p r e s i d e n t o f t h e R o y a l S w e d i s h A c a d e m y . 
A f t e r S w e d e n b o r g ' s r e t u r n f r o m his t r a v e l s , he 
f o u n d e d a m a g a z i n e n a m e d " D a e d a l u s H y p e r -
h o r a e u s , " the first t e c h n i c a l j o u r n a l to be p u b 
l i s h e d i n S w e d e n . T h i s m a g a z i n e b r o u g h t h i m 
i n t o r e l a t i o n s w i t h P o l h e m . the g r e a t e s t S w e d i s l i 
e n g i n e e r , a n d c h i e f a d v i s o r to K i n g C h a r l e s X I I . 
I n 1716 . S w e d e n b o r g was a p p o i n t e d as Assessor 
i n t h e Co l l ege o f M i n e s , w h e r e his spec ia l d u t y 
was a s s i s t i n g P o l h e m . H e c a r r i e d out w i t h p r a c 
t i c a l success t h e p l a n o f P o l h e m f o r t r a n s p o r t i n g 
sh ips over l a n d c o v e r i n g a d i s t a n c e o f f o u r t e e n 

m i l e s . A t about t h i s t i m e he f e l l i n l ove w i t h 
E m e r e n t i a , t h e y o u n g e r d a u g h t e r o f P o l h e m , w h o 
a p p r o v e d o f t h e m a t c h . H o w e v e r , w h e n S w e d e n 
b o r g f o u n d t h e g i r l w a s u n w i l l i n g to m a r r y h i m , 
he d i s m i s s e d a l l t h o u g h t s o f love a n d m a r r i a g e 
a n d t h i s no d o u b t a i d e d h i m i n g i v i n g f u l l c o n 
c e n t r a t i o n to h is s c i ent i f i c w o r k . A m o n g his m a i n " 
d r a f t s o f i n v e n t i o n s w e r e a s u b m a r i n e , a g l i d e r 
a e r o p l a n e a n d a m e c h a n i c a l c a r r i a g e . H e was a 
cab inet m a k e r a n d c l ock m a k e r a n d he d i s covered 
t h e c i r c u l a t i o n o f t h e s p i n a l fluid a n d the f u n c t i o n 
o f the duct less g l a n d s . T h i s l a t t e r was r ed i s cov 
e r e d b y D r . N c u b e r g e r o f V i e n n a i n 1 9 0 1 . H e 
w r o t e v o l u m i n o u s l y o n s c i en t i f i c a n d r e l i g i o u s s u b 
j e c t s . T h e most f a m o u s o f t l i e l a t t e r was h i s 
Arcana Coelestia. A t t h e age o f fifty-five he r e 
t i r e d f r o m a l l s c i en t i f i c w o r k a n d devo ted t h e r e s t 
o f l i i s l o n g l i f e t o r e l i g i o n p r o d u c i n g e i g h t y - t h r e e 
vo lumes o n t h e o l o g y . H e d i e d i n 1772 a t t h e age 
o f e i g h t y - f o u r i n L o n d o n w h e r e he w a s b u r i e d . 
H i s r e m a i n s w e r e t r a n s l a t e d i n 1908 a t t h e r e 
ques t o f t h e S w e d i s h G o v e r n m e n t t o U p s a l a 
C a t h e d r a l w h e r e t h e speaker v i s i t e d h is m a u s o l e u m 
i n 1924 . 

S w e d e n b o r g was a c omet t r a n s e c t i n g a n d i l l u 
m i n a t i n g t h e i n t e l l e c t u a l heaven o f his d a y , a n d 
c o m e t - l i k e d i s a p p e a r i n g f o r a t i m e , b u t t h e comet 
has n o w r e t u r n e d to be r evea l ed to a n d a p p r e c i a t e d 
b y the p r e s e n t w o r l d . 

M R S . V A N D E R L I P : 

S w e d e n b o r g spent years i n t h e s t u d y a n d p r a c 
t ice o f m i n i n g , m e t a l l u r g y , e n g i n e e r i n g , g e o l o g y , 
m a t h e m a t i c s a n d mechan i cs , d o i n g research a n d 
m a k i n g i n v e n t i o n s . T h e n e x t l o g i c a l s tep u p w a r d 
f o r t h i s m a n o f a r d o r f o r k n o w l e d g e was t h e s t u d y 
o f m a n . I n t h i s field, S w e d e n b o r g s t u d i e d , made 
i m p o r t a n t d i s cover ies , a n d w r o t e e x p o s i t i o n s o f his 
p h y s i o l o g i c a l a n d p s y c h o l o g i c a l findings. 

O u r n e x t s p e a k e r — p r o f e s s o r o f p h y s i o l o g y i n 
Y a l e U n i v e r s i t y — h a s m a d e spec ia l s tud ies i n t o t h e 
p h y s i o l o g i c a l w o r k o f S w e d e n b o r g a n d w i l l speak 
on his c o n t r i b u t i o n t o p h y s i o l o g y . 

D R . H O W A R D W . H A G G A R D : 

T h i s y e a r t h e t w o h u n d r e d a n d f i f t i e t h a n n i v e r 
s a r y o f t h e b i r t h o f E m a n u e l S w e d e n b o r g is c o m 
m e m o r a t e d t h r o u g h o u t t h e w o r l d . T o - n i g h t I t e l l , 
i n a f e w w o r d s , o f h i s c o n t r i b u t i o n s t o o u r k n o w l 
edge o f h o w t h e h u m a n b o d y a n d t h e h u m a n b r a i n 
o p e r a t e . I n so d o i n g , I b r i n g to y o u , as e x e m p l i 
fied i n t h e field o f p h y s i o l o g y — a n d i t c o u l d be 
e q u a l l y e x e m p l i f i e d i n a l m o s t e v e r y field o f h u m a n 
l e a r n i n g — t h e m e m o r y o f a m a n w h o w a s one o f 
the g r e a t e s t geniuses t h a t t h e h u m a n race has ever 
p r o d u c e d . A n d y e t he is l i t t l e k n o w n as the g r e a t 
s c i e n t i s t he w a s ; i t is o n l y n o w , a f t e r these c e n 
t u r i e s , t h a t r e c o g n i t i o n is s l o w l y b e i n g a c c o r d e d . 
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Two things have conspired to deprive him of 
that universal recognition which is the jus t and 
proper tr ibute that lesser men may pay to the rare 
phenomenon of genius. One of the features that 
conspired against him was that he dealt more wi th 
ideas than w i t h tangible things. The men of genius 
whom the public know and cherish, as they do 
know and cherish Shakespeare and Leonardo, are 
mainly those who were poets or dramatists or 
painters. Their works appeal to the senses and 
the emotions, and not alone to the intellect. The 
genius of Swedenborg is for the adult who can ap
preciate the play of interpretative ideas. 

The second reason why the fame of Swedenborg 
as a scientist has been obscured is his versat i l i ty . 
T h a t is a peculiar reason, but see for a moment 
what happened. There is, as I have said, hardly a 
field of human endeavor upon which he did not 
br ing his amazing intellect to bear—mathematics, 
geology, finance, astronomy, physiology, psychol
ogy. Each field that he passed over toward the 
next he i l luminated with a sudden br i l l iancy . I n 
each was a discovery—any one of which should 
have made him famous. But he did not stop in 
any of these fields to become a l i fe long exponent. 
He would descend upon i t , in a few years of inten
sive study, master i t as completely as men who had 
spent their lives i n studying i t ; he would reap 
from i t every conclusion that the known facts 
afforded; and then he would leave i t and pass on 
to the next field. He was fifty-four years old when 
he le f t natural sciences and turned to the study of 
ethics, morals, and religious interpretation. There, 
for t h i r t y years, he devoted his efforts. I t is f rom 
the writ ings of that study that most people know 
of Emanuel Swedenborg and form their estimates 
of h im. He is known as a seer, a mystic , a founder 
of a re l ig ion ; i t is forgotten that he was the great
est intellect, in science in the last two hundred and 
fifty years. 

To look upon Emanuel Swedenborg only from 
the side of religious interpretation brings difficulty 
to the true appreciation of his genius. A n d for 
this reason: I n the sciences proofs can be obtained; 
but matters which are essentially religious must be 
accepted on f a i t h . The interpretations that Swe
denborg applied to the sciences have come to their 
eventual proof. I n the interpretation of ethics and 
religion there are s t i l l wide differences of opinion; 
men must accept according to their convictions and 
not from any scientific proof. Those t h i r t y years, 
dur ing which Swedenborg applied his genius to 
the higher planes of ethical interpretat ion, have 
dominated his memory. Agreement or non-agree
ment wi th his views has determined the regard 
given to his whole l i fetime of work. Such an a t t i 
tude, typ ica l of the sweeping conclusions of human 
judgment, seems to one who is interested only i n 
his science, nothing short of deepest bigotry. I t is 
bigotry that j u s t , post-humous recognition should 

be withheld f rom a great man because we may not 
agree w i t h his theological interpretations. 

What I am t r y i n g to say in clearing the ground, 
as i t were, for my obeisance to Swedenborg as a 
physiologist, has been said far better by Ralph 
Waldo Emerson who, in his "Essays on Great 
M e n , " chose Emanuel Swedenborg as one of seven. 
Eighty-e ight years ago he said: "Th i s man, who 
appeared to his contemporaries a visionary, and 
e l ix ir of moonbeams, no doubt led the most real 
l i fe of any man then l iv ing i n the wor ld . . . and 
as happens i n great men, he seemed, by the variety 
and amount of his powers, to be a composite of 
several persons." 

A n d to-night, in this appreciation that I give of 
Swedenborg as a scientist, I deal w i t h only one 
phase of his genius, or, as Emerson would have 
said, w i th only one of his many persons. I t is the 
one which belongs to the only field i n which I 
study: the field of physiology. 

M y first acquaintance w i t h Emanuel Sweden
borg came when I read—or, more t r u l y , read a t — 
Emerson's Essays. F r a n k l y , I recall l i t t l e of what 
he said of Swedenborg; that I quote him is because 
in later years I re-read the essay. On that first 
reading other great men interested me more. There 
was Shakespeare, the poet; Montaigne, the skep
t i c ; and Goethe, the wri ter . Emerson called Swe
denborg the myst ic ; and I was not then, as I am 
not now, interested in mystics. I do not under
stand or comprehend; and so I t u r n away. A f t e r 
Emerson I read a short l i fe of Swedenborg in an 
encyclopedia. I do not remember the occasion, but 
I do remember my surprise that a man, noted in 
that somber volume as a great scientist, should be 
so l i t t l e known to me. H e was called there a 
physiologist, but I could not recall then that he 
was mentioned in the volumes that recorded the 
achievements of the great workers i n the field of 
physiology. He was, I soon found, l i t t l e known 
even to men of science. The encyclopedia gave 
his l i fe i n br ie f outline. I give i t even more briefly 
here. 

Emanuel Swedenborg was born in Stockholm, 
Sweden, January 29th, 1 6 8 8 . H is fami ly name, as 
we Anglicize i t , was Swedberg; but in 1 7 1 9 . his 
father, a bishop in the Swedish Church, was made 
a member of the nobi l i ty , and thereafter, according 
to the custom, the en was inserted and the name 
became SAvedenborg. The hoy was educated 
mainly at the ancient University of Upsala, which 
was founded in 1 1 7 7 ; i t is there to-day in the 
great ha l l that he lies at rest. A t first lie turned 
to mathematics and for his proficiency Avas offered 
the position of professor of mathematics at the 
college. Then lie turned to mineralogy and was 
made assessor of the Board of Mines of Sweden. 
Next he broadened his education by studying four 
years i n the universities of England, Ho l land , 
France and Germany. There he absorbed Avith 
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astonishing comprehension every scientific fact of 
the day. I n geology and in astronomy lie recorded 
in the books he wrote, conclusions that were to 
make other men famous when, long after his t ime, 
they finally reached the same conclusion. 

From astronomy he entered into the study of 
physiology. Again he traveled to the universities 
of other countries and visited the scientists of the 
day and the medical schools. Returning to Swe
den he made his contributions to physiology. A n d 
then dropping that research, he took up his ethical, 
his religious interpretations and carried them on 
to the end of his l i fe . H e died at the age of e ighty-
four, dur ing a visit to London. 

The part of Emanuel Swedenborg's l i f e that 
held my interest was his work i n physiology. So 
next I read w i t h some wonder the interpretations 
given his work by the few scholars who had recog
nized his findings. T a r d i l y I experienced the same 
wonder that they must have experienced. B u t I 
wondered, too, i f they had read h im careful ly , or 
i f they were carried away by an enthusiasm engen
dered* in a regard for his writ ings on ethics. H i s 
books — enormously voluminous — could answer 
that. Fortunately for me there were Engl ish 
translations. The facts xvere there. But a trans
lator may imply wi th shades of meaning more or 
less than the original text. So when I was doubt
f u l i t was necessary to go back to the or ig inal . I t 
was i n L a t i n , which i n his day was the universal 
language of scholars—a beauti ful , l i v i n g , useful 
L a t i n , in which, i n this less fortunate time when 
we are taught i t as a dead language, i f taught at 
a l l , I must creep, my steps crutched wi th a dic
t ionary , over pages which a physiologist of two 
hundred years ago could have read as we l l as his 
own vernacular. But the facts were unquestionably 
there. 

A n d as I read these pages, i t became clearer to 
me why Swedenborg had touched on physiology, 
and on mathematics, astronomy, and geology. To 
him they were not ends; they were steps. We ta lk 
to-day of institutes where men, expert i n many 
different fields, may j o i n together and contribute 
their knowledge toward the solution of some com
plex problem which i n its many sides touches as 
many fields. No man to-day can be preeminent i n 
a l l fields; each must be a specialist. B u t br inging 
even specialists together does not solve problems. 
The information that each supplies remains s t i l l 
only a part of the problem; not the solution. What 
is needed, and what is rarely found, is someone 
who can take the knowledge and apply i t ; who can 
grasp the problem and solve i t . Swedenborg's 
progress through knowledge was to make himself 
such a man ; to become, as Emerson has said, "many 
persons." Only after he had studied mathematics, 
the wor ld , and the universe and then man, d id he 
feel equipped w i t h the knowledge for problems of 

ethics and morals and theology. In to those realms 
I cannot go. M y interest is in the sciences—in 
physiology. 

A n d there, unquestionably, Swedenborg's great
est contribution was i n comprehending and point
ing out clearly the functions of the human brain. 
That should br ing undying fame to any man. I t 
was he who first said that what we call the gray 
matter on the surface of the brain , the cerebral 
cortex, is the seat of the psychic functions—of 
consciousness, perception, sensations, thought. He 
showed the relation of the parts of the brain con
t r o l l i n g the muscles of various parts of the body. 
He went further and said that the gray matter in 
the center of the brain controlled many of the com
plicated but unth ink ing acts performed by the 
body. He was the first to show what every student 
of elementary physiology and psychology knows 
to-day, that the surface of the brain is i n connec
t ion, through nerve fibers, w i t h every part of the 
body. A n d what makes i t a l l the more astounding 
is the fact that he attr ibuted the pr imary function 
of nervous control to l i t t l e oval particles in the 
gray matter of the brain . I t was a hundred years 
later that scientists were to prove experimentally 
that Swedenborg's conclusions from deductions 
were correct. They were to name the oval bodies 
cells or neurons. Not one, but many men were to 
take their places as famous in the annals of science 
for proving true what one man had said must he 
true. 

Here, as we consider these matters, there arises 
an age-old question. I t is one that could not have 
interested Swedenborg, but i t does interest us in 
wishing to pay respect to a great man. The ques
tion is th i s : Who shall receive the credit , the man 
who first tells a t r u t h , or the man who first proves 
a truth? There, I th ink , we may draw distinctions. 
Men s i t t ing i n armchairs have speculated; they 
have made guesses, some r ight and many wrong. 
Shall we give them credit for their easy, lucky 
guesses in preference to men who have proved 
them right? I should say, no. I t is thus that 
many commentators of Swedenborg's work have 
treated his conclusions. But this is unjust . H e 
was not an armchair philosopher. His conclusions 
were based upon the best medical knowledge of his 
t ime ; knowledge that he gained i n the medical 
school, at the bedside, in the anatomy laboratory, 
and from the writ ings of every scientist of his day. 
His conclusions were based upon careful synthesis, 
of known facts. Swedenborg was a scientist. We 
can, f rom his wr i t ings , trace back to the sources of 
his knowledge. A n d looking back (as is easy when 
Ave know the t r u t h ) , the conclusions he reaches are 
obvious in the works of the time. But i t was his 
intellect only which grasped and comprehended 
the meaning of the things that he and other men 
had observed. He was not a mere speculator; he 

104 February 16,1938 



T H E N E W - C H U R C H M E S S E N G E R 

so lved h is p r o b l e m s i n p h y s i o l o g y as he so lved his 
p r o b l e m s i n m a t h e m a t i c s . 

N o w i n s a y i n g t h a t S w e d e n b o r g was a c e n t u r y 
a h e a d o f h i s t i m e , I do n o t m e a n t h a t he w r o t e 
m o d e r n p h y s i o l o g y w i t h p r o p h e t i c v i s i o n . H e d i d 
n o t . H e saw t h e c o r r e l a t i o n o f fac ts b e t t e r b y f a r 
t h a n a n y o t h e r m a n , b u t he c o u l d n o t , i n science, go 
b e y o n d t h e f a c t u a l i n f o r m a t i o n o f h i s t i m e . T h u s 
one o f h i s d i scover ies concerned t h e vessels t h a t 
s u p p l y b l o o d to t h e h e a r t . H e w a s t h e first, as f a r 
as I can find, w h o p o i n t e d o u t t h a t t h e h e a r t was 
n o u r i s h e d f r o m t h e b l o o d i n t h e m , b u t a l o n g w i t h 
t h i s c o n c l u s i o n came t h e e r r o r t h a t he h a d the 
b l o o d flowing t h e w r o n g w a y . H e t o l d o n l y p a r t 
o f t h e s t o r y , i t was a n e w a n d i m p o r t a n t p a r t , h u t 
fac ts w e r e m i s s i n g f o r the c o m p l e t e s t o r y . 

I emphas ize t h i s l a c k o f o m n i p o t e n c e i n p h y s i o l 
o g y , f o r one is t e m p t e d , w h e n i m b u e d w i t h e n t h u s i 
a s m , t o be c a r r i e d a w a y f r o m s t r i c t e s t i n t e r p r e t a 
t i o n . T h e i n d i s p u t a b l e t r u t h is t h a t S w e d e n b o r g 
h a d t h e i n t e l l e c t u a l i n s i g h t t h a t has been g r a n t e d 
to o n l y a f e w m e n . H i s was an i n t e l l e c t o f s y n 
thes is . O u r c o n t r i b u t i o n s t o science t o - d a y , o u r 
books , l a c k t h i s s y n t h e s i s ; t h e y are f r a g m e n t s t h a t 
are n o t w o v e n i n t o a t r u e s y s t e m o f h u m a n k n o w l 
e d g e ; not c o o r d i n a t e d . S u c h was S w e d e n b o r g ' s 
e f f o r t ; a n d such was h is gen ius . 

H e was a m a n ahead o f h i s t i m e . H i s science 
was n o t c o m p r e h e n d e d b y t h e m e n o f his d a y , he 
was i g n o r e d as a v i s i o n a r y ; w h e n , l a t e r , m e n m a d e 
the d e m o n s t r a t i o n s o f t h e t h i n g s t h a t he h a d 
s t a t e d , h i s w o r k s h a d been l o n g f o r g o t t e n . B u t 
n o w , w i t h the passage o f t i m e , these m a t t e r s b e g i n 
t o a d j u s t themse lves . T h e y are seen w i t h t r u e 
p e r s p e c t i v e . T h u s i n t h i s y e a r 1938 , on t h e 2 5 0 t h 
a n n i v e r s a r y o f the b i r t h o f E m a n u e l S w e d e n b o r g , 
l o o k i n g as we can over t h e l o n g d i s tances , w e see, 
as o f a m o u n t a i n , t h e t r u e s t a t u r e o f h i s g e n i u s . 

M R S . V A N D E R L I P : 

A t the age o f fifty-five, S w e d e n b o r g seemed t o 
come t o a r e a l i z a t i o n t h a t he h a d e x p l o r e d the 
m a t e r i a l e n v i r o n m e n t o f m a n a n d m a n ' s h i g h f a c 
u l t i e s a n d the p h e n o m e n a o f the m i n d a n d s p i r i t 
su f f i c i en t ly , a n d t u r n e d his a t t e n t i o n t o t h e sources 
f r o m w h i c h m a n receives i n s p i r a t i o n . H e m a d e 
c a r e f u l s tudies o f t h e B i b l e a n d e v o l v e d h is doc
t r i n e s . S w e d e n b o r g is m o s t t h o u g h t o f t o - d a y as a 
r e l i g i o u s teacher . H e d i d not d r e a m o f a c h u r c h 
b e i n g b u i l t u p a r o u n d h is be l i e f s . 

T h e R e v e r e n d C h a r l e s W . H a r v e y o f P h i l a d e l 
p h i a w i l l speak o n S w e d e n b o r g ' s o u t l o o k o n r e 
l i g i o n : 

M R . H A R V E Y : 

T h e o u t l o o k w h i c h first m e t S w e d e n b o r g ' s a d u l t 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n was a d r e a r y one. L a t e r he c a l l e d 
the C h r i s t i a n i t y o f his d a y . a c h u r c h " v a s t a t e d , " 

t h a t i s , b r o u g h t to w a s t e . H i s e i g h t e e n t h c e n t u r y 
has l o n g been r e c o g n i z e d as one o f t h e w o r s t , i f 
n o t t h e w o r s t , i n C h r i s t i a n h i s t o r y . L o o k i n g b a c k 
t o i t , C a r l y l e sa id t h a t i t h a d b u r n t i t s e l f o u t , a n d 
t h a t n o t h i n g b u t a n e w d i s p e n s a t i o n , a n e w r e v e l a 
t i o n , c o u l d r e s t o r e h i s , t h e n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y , t o 
i t s p r o p e r es tate . B i s h o p B u r n e t t says o f t h e 
c h u r c h m e n o f the t i m e , t h a t some h a d r e a d a f e w 
books b u t none seemed ever t o have r e a d t h e B i b l e . 
M a n y see t h a t g e n e r a l l y d e v a s t a t e d c o n d i t i o n 
t h r e a t e n i n g t o r e p e a t i t s e l f i n t h e o v e r - c i v i l i z e d 
w o r l d t o - d a y . O u r c o m p a n i o n s p e a k e r , D r . W i l l i a m 
A d a m s B r o w n , f o r i n s t a n c e , is q u o t e d as s a y i n g , 
" W h a t w e see i n our w o r l d is t h e p a s s i n g o f 
C h r i s t e n d o m , the r e v i v a l i n o u r t i m e o f c o n d i t i o n s 
f o r w h i c h w e s h o u l d have t o go b a c k t o t h e t h i r d 
c e n t u r y t o find a p a r a l l e l . " 

B u t S w e d e n b o r g was p r i v i l e g e d to see d a w n i n g 
b e y o n d t h e c louds j u s t such a n e w d i s p e n s a t i o n as 
t h a t w h i c h C a r l y l e was d e m a n d i n g b u t h a d n o t 
r e c o g n i z e d as i n his t i m e a l r e a d y w e l l b e g u n . T h e 
f a c t has become p a t e n t , h o w e v e r , to more p e r s p i c u 
ous , a n d , s h a l l w e say , m o r e h o p e f u l C h r i s t i a n 
observers o f our l a t e n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y a n d since. 
T o t h e m i t has l o n g been e v i d e n t t h a t a f o r c e f u l 
r e v o l u t i o n o f C h r i s t i a n i t y is u n d e r w a y . T h e r e 
has been a g r a d u a l change f r o m t h e f o r m e r c o n 
c e p t i o n o f r e l i g i o n , as m a i n l y a m a t t e r o f f a i t h , t o 
o u r p r e s e n t t h o u g h t o f i t as p r e e m i n e n t l v a m a t t e r 
o f l i f e . 

T h i s change was obvious i n the so -ca l led " B a c k 
t o C h r i s t " m o v e m e n t o f a f e w years ago. I t has 
been n a t i o n a l l y , n o t to say i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y , p r o 
c l a i m e d b y D r . S t a n l e y Jones a n d h is associates o f 
the l a t e P r e a c h i n g M i s s i o n . I t was t h e v i t a l f o r ce 
i n t h e g r e a t O x f o r d a n d E d i n b u r g h C o n f e r e n c e s , 
f o r these l o o k e d to t h e u n i t i n g o f a l l C h r i s t i a n 
churches i n the c o m m o n t a s k o f C h r i s t i a n i z i n g 
e v e r y d e p a r t m e n t o f l i f e . 

Sw r edenborg rece ived h is first sugges t i on o f t h i s 
m o s t m o d e r n c o n c e p t i o n d i r e c t l y f r o m his f a t h e r . 
B i s h o p S w e d b e r g h a d c h a r a c t e r i z e d the f a i t h - a l o n e 
idea o f h i s t i m e , i n S t . James ' s t e r m s , as " D e v i l s ' 
f a i t h . " So one o f t h e p r i m a r y t each ings o f t h e 
son w a s , t h a t f a i t h , h o w e v e r e n l i g h t e n e d , w a s 
w o r t h l e s s unless e x p r e s s e d i n w h a t he c a l l e d 
" C h a r i t y , " t h a t i s , n e i g h b o r - l o v e a n d serv i ce . I t 
is one o f m a n y p r o o f s t h a t he was as m u c h a p i o 
neer i n r e l i g i o n as i n science t h a t i n his d a r k c e n 
t u r y he s t a t e d as one o f h i s m o s t basic d i c t a , " A l l 
r e l i g i o n is o f the l i f e , a n d t h e l i f e o f r e l i g i o n is t o 
do t h a t w h i c h is g o o d . " 

T h e first e f fect o f t h e s p i r i t u a l i l l u m i n a t i o n 
w h i c h S w e d e n b o r g f e l t he rece ived d i r e c t l v f r o m 
the L o r d , was to i m p e l h i m to m a k e a most e a r n e s t 
a n d e x h a u s t i v e search o f t h e S c r i p t u r e s . A l r e a d y 
f a m i l i a r w i t h t h e G r e e k , he commenced the s t u d y 
o f H e b r e w . H e c o m p i l e d vast indexes o f t h e 
B i b l e . E v i d e n c e o f t h i s a p p e a r s t h r o u g h o u t h is 
t h e o l o g i c a l w o r k s i n t h e u n t i r i n g c o m p a r i s o n o f a l l 
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the passages having to do wi th the particular sub
ject he was treat ing. Through i t all he fe l t that 
his mind received its guidance and enlightenment 
f rom above. A n d i t was a l l part of his effort to 
restore the Bible to its former place of service to 
the sp i r i tua l l i f e . This is evidenced by the motto 
which he set over his greatest work of Bible ex
position, the Arcana: "Seek ye first the Kingdom 
of God and His righteousness." 

F r o m this enlightened, sp i r i tua l study of the 
Bible (again, he fe l t , under direct, divine g u i 
dance), Swedenborg derived a l l the teachings of 
that elaborate theology which is contained i n the 
many volumes of his later works. "There is no 
subject in the whole range of religious thought 
which he has fai led to touch." And again we must 
note that his whole effort for c lar i ty , rat ional i ty 
and system in Christ ian t h i n k i n g is but to restore 
its inspiration to a religious, Christian way of l i v 
ing. This is well proved by the t i t l e which he 
gave to the greatest and last work of systematic 
theology, namely, " T r u e Christian Rel igion." 

Essentially the same end was served by the out
come of his search for the nature of the human 
soul—a search which had become uppermost i n his 
later scientific period. To counteract the growing 
materialism of his times, so marked also in our 
own, there was needed a re -p ic tur ing of the super
natural . I f men were to be led to seek the spir i tual 
l i fe again, the goal of i t must be seen, real , worthy 
of pursuit , in an enduring world of the sp i r i t . The 
disclosures of that world which were so uniquely 
given h im, were not at a l l to take attention from 
the l i fe on earth. This was but to be re-inspired, 
made worth whi le , made of the mind and spir i t 
expressing themselves in a l l the interests of man
k i n d , individual and social. For these could find 
their true fulf i lment only in a sp ir i tua l wor ld to 
come, and nothing but a substantial sp ir i tual w o r l d , 
definitely conceived of, could be a match for a 
growing materialism. An enduring Kingdom of 
the Christ , begun here and ful f i l l ed there, was the 
whole object of religion. His call for loyalty to i t 
was no more needed then than now, when c iv i l 
states are t r y i n g to capture that greatest devotion 
which belongs to this highest ideal of our common 
l i f e . This world must be made ever less of hell 
and more of heaven. Swedenborg puts i t suc
c inct ly : "Everyone is born for heaven; and they 
are received into heaven who receive heaven in 
themselves while in this w o r l d , and they exclude 
themselves who do not so receive i t . " 

B u t to make this l i fe move towards the Kingdom 
of God on earth, a first essential was to br ing God 
Himsel f to men's thought again, tangible, know-
able, lovable, visible in S p i r i t as H e had been in 
the flesh. H e must be felt as the risen, glorified 
and abiding Christ , as in the first Apostolic times. 
He must be recognized as the "fullness of the 
Godhead bodi ly . " To help this which he saw to he 

1 0 6 

the promised Second Coming of the Christ , was 
considered by Swedenborg to be the object of his 
whole religious mission. 

To this end he traces every thread of the l i f e of 
the Christ , as its promise appears and enlarges in 
both letter and sp ir i t of the Old Testament Scr ip
tures, through its embodiment i n the Gospels, and 
thence into its further promise i n the Apocalypse. 
Thus he fe l t that he proved the t r u t h of the 
Apostle's insight that veri ly "God was in Christ 
reconciling the wor ld unto Himse l f . " 

To fol low Swedenborg's proof we must pred i 
cate a certain distinction and a kenosis in whatever 
we conceive to be the Personality of the Godhead. 
The Div ine ly Human element, which St. John 
calls the " W o r d , " parted f rom the essential Div ine , 
l e f t its g lory , was emptied of D i v i n i t y , and re
duced to a simplest, human init iament. Thus, by 
the v i rg in b i r t h , the Word could he made flesh, 
could come into a l l our finite human conditions, 
and, by H i s own proper human power, grow up 
into His designed perfection, so as to prove and 
show to vagrant mankind how each one of us in 
his measure may follow H i m . Our designed per
fection is indeed, as St. John puts i t , but the 
"measure of a man, that is, of an angel." H i s was 
divine, perfect Manhood, which is Godhead. This 
divine perfection, absence of our finite human pa
terni ty made possible to H i m . 

Swedenborg clearly recognizes the distinction 
between the two natures i n the Christ , one that 
ceased to be, the merely human, and one which 
grew to be the Div ine ly Human. The one reached 
its end i n the despairing " E l o i , E l o i " of the cross. 
The other showed at intervals through the earthly 
l i fe , for example, in the Transf iguration, i n such 
declarations as, " H e that hath seen me, hath seen 
the Father , " and reached its climax in the Resur
rection. I t was announced in the words, " A l l 
power is given unto me in heaven and i n earth . " 
So was fu l f i l l ed the prayer of the Christ i n H i s 
separate consciousness, " A n d now, O Father, 
g l o r i f y thou me w i t h the glory which I had w i t h 
thee before the wor ld was." This is the f u l l , glory 
which Swedenborg sees described in the Apoca
lypse, i n which he interprets a l l the acclamations 
of omnipotence, eternity and the like as addressed 
to the One God, able to be humanly conceived no 
further than this Div inely Human Being, the 
Christ Glori f ied. 

Swedenborg's whole teaching, then, is to the ef
fect that the S p i r i t of God, which he sees coming 
afresh to the present age, is the H o l y Sp i r i t of 
this blessed Christ-God; He is the Christian's 
One Object both of worship and imitat ion. H e is 
the Idea l , the perfect Manhood, st imulat ing a l 
ways to the perfecting of the manhood or woman
hood for which every human being is endowed. H e 
is near i n Sp i r i t at all times, open to prayer , in a l l 
human conditions, joy or sorrow, defeat or v i c to ry ; 
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understanding and helping so much the more f rom 
His having actually experienced the like in H i s 
own finited Christhood. 

Swedenborg's outlook on religion, therefore, 
changed from despair to assurance. Through the 
humble agency of his own i l lumined glimpses of 
the spir i tual story of the Scriptures and of the 
hereafter- God was veri ly coming again i n a new 
Christhood of the S p i r i t , coming to the enlightened 
vision of the remnant, those wai t ing for the conso
lation of Israel , the new Israel , all who were ear
nestly seeking a true and v i ta l Christ ianity . 
Thence was to grow the new. epochal Christ ian de
velopment which he called a new church. A n d so 
is Swedenborg found again in the forefront even 
of our most modern attempts to unite a l l our 
churches iu the common effort for a t r u l y Christian 
l i f e . For Swedenborg's new Christian Church is 
to embrace wi th in i t a l l branches of Christendom, 
whatever their outward f o r m ; a l l of every church 
and of no church who accept as their Ideal of l i f e , 
the Ideal presented in the One Christ-God, re
vealed in the length and sp ir i t of Scripture. This 
ideal, Swedenborg said, is realizable by every 
fa i th fu l Christ ian, par t ia l l y here, and then, and 
only then, more f u l l y hereafter. 

M R S . V A N D E R L I P : 

As happened i n the isolated l i fe of the one man, 
Swedenborg, that , f irst, studies of the physical 
wor ld took up his attention, and later, man, so I 
am told nowadays physicists have begun to con
cern themselves w i t h mankind and the effects of 
scientific discovery on society. 

Af ter pushing research, discovery and invention 
on physics, chemistry, mathematics and astronomy 
to an incredible point in our day, i t suddenly has 
been borne in upon our contemporary genius i n 
these fields that they have outrun man's moral 
capacity to use a l l the discoveries and inventions 
wisely. I t is evident that man is not to be trusted 
with the engines of self-destruction which science 
lias put w i t h i n our grasp. A group of part i cu lar ly 
enlightened physicists are making studies of the 
ways in which civi l ization can best be served by 
science. A leader of this group w i l l be our next 
speaker. 

D r . Max Mason is now in charge of the gr ind ing 
and installation of the giant lens i n the observa
tory on Mount Wilson. H e loves research and has 
returned to researcli in preference to the admin
istration of the Univers i ty of Chicago as its presi 
dent and later as the president of the Rockefeller 
Foundation. 

D r . Mason invented aft important apparatus now 
in use on a l l ocean-going vessels for detecting ap
proaching vessels. This invention was first put to 
use dur ing the war for detecting submarines and 
for saving l i f e . 

Now on the administrative council of the Cal i 
fornia Inst i tute of Technology, he again is enjoy
ing the in i t ia t ion and direction of research i n 
various physical fields and la t ter ly into mankind 
in relation to the physical w o r l d . 

D r . Mason's choice of subject is "Science and 
the A r t of L i v i n g " — a variation from our way of 
p u t t i n g i t — " M a n in His Physical and Spir i tua l 
W o r l d . " D r . Mason lias come from Cali fornia for 
this evening w i t h us, and I am proud to introduce 
him to you. 

D R . M A X M A S O N : 

A n art demands a technique for its realization, 
and the technique is valuable only as i t is used 
art ist ical ly . The technique and the art is try com
bine to give spir i tual significance. They form a 
unity and are not concepts i n opposition. 

A n ar t in the broad sense, as the ar t of healing, 
advances when unanalyzed experience and i n t u i 
t ion are supported by detailed and accurate knowl 
edge. The ar t is thereby resolved into a set of 
underly ing sciences. The value comes, not f rom 
the sciences themselves, but from their synthesis. 

What is true of the lesser arts is true of the 
greatest of arts, the ar t of l i v ing . For this we 
must have a technique of l i v i n g and a philosophy 
of l i f e — a rel igion, i f you w i l l . The technique of 
l i v i n g depends on accurate objective knowledge, 
that is, on science, which is nothing but the store
house of that knowledge. Science may te l l us how 
to speed the ship, but religion (the philosophy of 
l i f e ) sets the course. 

Between true science and true religion a conflict 
is impossible, for they are completely different 
and separate parts of a great uni ty . I n r e l i g i o n — 
I am not speaking of theology—we seek spir i tual 
significance, we seek the great synthesis. B u t we 
cannot synthesize in a vacuum, wc cannot expect a 
sp i r i tua l meaning of nothings. Religion and philos
ophy seek the spir i tual meaning of knowledge and 
the deeper the knowledge the greater is the mean
ing of its synthesis and interpretation. 

The advance of the ar t of l i v i n g by analysis 
and synthesis is not an untroubled process. We 
see again and again the retardation and the false 
steps of human understanding that come from a 
separation of parts which are in real ity inescap
ably intermingled. We see a division of a uni ty 
without a final synthesis. Knowledge should lead 
to new curiosity and thus to new knowledge, but 
for centuries i t led to dogmatism and the appeal to 
authori ty . Religion should mark the goal of l i fe 
and the sp i r i t of l i v ing , but we see i t for centuries 
divorced f rom l i fe and confused wi th the tenets of 
a sterile theology. 

To-night we celebrate one who devoted his pene
t r a t i n g intelligence to the reestablishment of great 
unities. He sought by scientific study the laws 
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a n d r e g u l a r i t i e s o f p h y s i c a l a n d b i o l o g i c a l p h e 
nomena a n d t h e v e r y n a t u r e o f m a n , a n d , p h i l o s o 
p h e r a n d seer, he conce ived r e l i g i o n i n i t s v i t a l 
sense as i l l u m i n a t i n g t h e g o a l o f l i f e a n d es tab 
l i s h i n g t h e g r e a t u n i t i e s o f h u m a n ex is tence . 

O u r theme o f the r e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f u n i t i e s m a y 
he i l l u s t r a t e d b y m a n y e x a m p l e s . I t is a t r i c k o f 
t h e h u m a n m i n d t o separate a q u a l i t y o f a c t i o n 
f r o m t h e a c t i o n , t o g i v e e m p h a s i s to t h e q u a l i t y as 
t h o u g h i t h a d i n d e p e n d e n t e x i s t e n c e ; as t h o u g h the 
a d v e r b h a d m e a n i n g a p a r t f r o m t h e v e r b or t h e 
a d j e c t i v e a p a r t f r o m t h e n o u n . T h u s we are l e d 
to a r t i n a v a c u u m . B e a u t y a n d u t i l i t y f o r m a 
u n i t . G r a c e a n d success ful p e r f o r m a n c e a r e a 
u n i t , a n d , i n d e e d , t h e es thet i c is d e r i v e d as an 
i d e a l i z a t i o n o f the ef f ic ient . C o n t e m p l a t i o n is n o t 
opposed to p e r f o r m a n c e . I t s use is to d i r e c t a n d 
i l l u m i n a t e p e r f o r m a n c e . B u t f r o m c o n t e m p l a t i n g 
p e r f o r m a n c e Ave p r o c e e d t o c o n t e m p l a t e t h e c o n 
t e m p l a t i o n o f p e r f o r m a n c e a n d pass t o even h i g h e r 
o r d e r s o f r e m o v a l f r o m r e a l i t y . E d u c a t i o n becomes 
d i v o r c e d f r o m d o i n g a n d f o r a l o n g p e r i o d was 
v a l u e d as a means o f w i t h d r a w a l f r o m t h e w o r l d ' s 
w o r k a n d p r o d u c e d a mean ing less s c h o l a s t i c i s m . 
T h e r e was conce ived a n d p r i z e d t h e i n t e l l e c t u a l 
tour de force w h i c h h a d no l o n g e r a n y r e l a t i o n to 
i n t e l l i g e n c e , a n d a pseudo c u l t u r e r e p l a c e d r e a l 
c u l t u r e w h i c h e s s e n t i a l l y is a sense o f the fitness 
o f t h i n g s , a sense o f u n i t i e s . 

T h e b e g i n n i n g s o f m o d e r n science o c c u r r e d j u s t 
be f o re the b i r t h o f S w e d e n b o r g . S ince t h a t t i m e 
new k n o w l e d g e has been g a i n e d i n e v e r - i n c r e a s i n g 
t e m p o by t h e g r e a t m e t h o d — t h e sc ient i f i c a p 
p r o a c h . T h e course o f t h a t p r o g r e s s is a s t o r y o f 
t h e r e c o g n i t i o n o f s i m p l i c i t i e s a n d t h e e s t a b l i s h 
m e n t o f u n i t i e s even m o r e t h a n i t is t h e s t o r y o f 
t h e a c c u m u l a t i o n o f a vast n u m b e r o f f a c t s . P h y s 
ics , c h e m i s t r y , a s t r o n o m y , g e o l o g y , a l l t h e p h y s i c a l 
sciences began as s epara te g r o u p s o f k n o w l e d g e 
a n d the b i o l o g i c a l sciences w e r e a p a r t f r o m these . 
B u t even at t h e p r e s e n t stage o f our k n o w l e d g e o f 
the c o n s t i t u t i o n o f m a t t e r a l l sciences haA'e become 
one. T h e who le o f t h e cosmos is n o w seen b y m a n 
as a n e l e c t r i c a l c o m p l e x w h i c h f o r m s a r e a l m o f 
r e g u l a r i t y o f b e h a v i o r . M a t t e r is n o t dead . T h e 
cosmos is a l i v i n g u n i t , a l i v e w i t h p u l s a t i n g e n e r g y . 
Suns a n d un iverses e v o l v i n g a n d i n t e r a c t i n g , a n d 
m a n a p a r t o f t h i s g r e a t o r d e r l y u n i o n , h i m s e l f a 
p a r t o f a l l o r g a n i c a n d i n o r g a n i c l i f e a n d s t i l l i n 
t h e m a k i n g . T h e cosmos is a l i v i n g b e i n g , i t a n d 
a l l i t s p a r t s i n eA'o lut ion a n d m a n a p a r t o f the 
g r e a t f r i e n d l y u n i v e r s e . 

M a n ' s p r o g r e s s is a s t o r y o f release f r o m f e a r . 
H e no l o n g e r f ears t o s t u d y n a t u r e . H e no l o n g e r 
fears t o s t u d y h is o w n b o d y . H e is b e g i n n i n g to 
lose h is f ear o f s t u d y i n g his o w n m e n t a l i t y . H e 
seeks s e l f - m a s t e r y t h r o u g h u n d e r s t a n d i n g a n d he 
is c o m m e n c i n g t o see h is r o l e i n the conscious c o n 
t r o l o f his o w n e v o l u t i o n . I c a n n o t stress too 
v i v i d l y t h e c o n v i c t i o n t h a t A \ ' C have reached t o - d a y 

a t u r n i n g p o i n t i n t h e progress o f m a n ' s e f f o r t s 
f o r s e l f - m a s t e r y , f o r t h i s , t h e g r e a t e s t p r o b l e m , is 
n o w b e i n g a t t a c k e d b y t h e g r e a t m e t h o d , t h e s c i en 
t i f i c a p p r o a c h . T h e v a s t a c c u m u l a t i o n o f k n o w l 
edge a n d t h e exact t echniques o f t h e p h y s i c a l s c i 
ences are b e i n g b r o u g h t to bear w i t h r a p i d i t y a n d 
f o r c e u p o n t h e d i f f i c u l t fields o f f u n d a m e n t a l b i o l 
o g y a n d h u m a n b i o l o g y w h i c h are p o i n t i n g the w a y 
c l e a r l y to a v i v i d l y e n l i g h t e n i n g s t u d y o f m a n as 
a p s y c h o - b i o l o g i c a l o r g a n i s m . N a t u r a l l a w a n d 
r e g u l a r i t y o f b e h a v i o r are n o t r e s t r i c t e d to t h e field 
o f t h e p h y s i c a l sciences. T h e y e x i s t i n t h e b i o 
l o g i c a l field a n d i n t h e v e r y m e n t a l a n d s p i r i t u a l 
b e h a v i o r o f m a n . I s o u r concept o f m a n b e l i t t l e d 
because Ave haA'e l e a r n e d t h i s ? D o e s i t f o r ce us 
to t h i n k o f h i m as m e r e l y a m a c h i n e ? S u r e l y no t . 
T h e i n s p i r a t i o n o f t h e p a i n t e r is f r e e d b y a k n o w l 
edge of t h e f a c t s p e r t i n e n t t o h is a r t , b y a k n o w l 
edge o f p i g m e n t s , o f b rushes , a n d the t e c h n i q u e 
o f p a i n t i n g . C a n the v i o l i n i s t reach the sou l o f 
h i s audience unless t h r o u g h h o u r s o f p r a c t i c e he 
has become t h e m a s t e r o f h i s t e c h n i q u e ? O n l y 
t h r o u g h k n o w l e d g e c a n w e p r o g r e s s , d e t a i l e d , ac 
c u r a t e s c i en t i f i c k n o w l e d g e , a n d reach c loser t o 
t h a t t i m e Avhen e v e r y c h i l d h o r n i n t o t h e Avorld 
m a y e n j o y h is b i r t h r i g h t , h i s r i g h t t o he f o r m e d 
i n t o a c h a r a c t e r o f as g r e a t i n t e l l i g e n c e , e m o t i o n a l 
s t a b i l i t y a n d sweetness o f c h a r a c t e r as is consis 
t e n t w i t h his h e r i t a g e . T h e h e r i t a g e , i m p o r t a n t as 
i t i s , is b u t t h e s late on w h i c h t h e w r i t i n g o f h i s 
p e r s o n a l i t y is m a d e . 

W e are m a r c h i n g s t e a d i l y a l o n g t h e r o a d o f u n 
d e r s t a n d i n g , n o t o n l y o f i n t e l l e c t u a l u n d e r s t a n d 
i n g , b u t also o f e m o t i o n a l u n d e r s t a n d i n g . Science 
is p o w e r . A l r e a d y t o - d a y i t is p o w e r over t h e 
p h y s i c a l forces o f n a t u r e . T o - m o r r o w i t w i l l be 
poAver over m a n h i m s e l f a n d t h e f u t u r e o f h i s race . 
T h e g r e a t e r t h e p o w e r t h e more s w e e p i n g t h e 
m e a n i n g o f i t s s y n t h e s i s a n d i t s d i r e c t i o n to t h e 
g o a l of l i f e . 

W o r d s a n d symbo l s m u s t be used t o express 
m e a n i n g . T h e s e d i f f e r f r o m g e n e r a t i o n t o g e n e r a 
t i o n . T o m a n y o f us t h e e x a c t s y m b o l i s m o f SAve
d e n b o r g , t h e seer, is r e l a t i v e l y u n i m p o r t a n t . F o r 
h is r e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f g r e a t u n i t i e s , f o r his basic 
c o n c e p t i o n o f t h e s p i r i t u a l s i gn i f i cance o f h u m a n 
l i f e a n d e f f o r t , m a n k i n d w i l l eA'er conceive h i m as 
a n i n s p i r e d g u i d e on t h e g r e a t j o u r n e y . 

M a n has h a r d tusks b e f o r e h i m i n a s t r u g g l e 
f o r s e l f - u n d e r s t a n d i n g , s e l f - m a s t e r y a n d se l f -
d e t e r m i n a t i o n . B u t w h e n w e r e m e m b e r t h a t he is 
b u t s t a r t e d on his j o u r n e y t h e r e is n o t r o o m f o r 
p e s s i m i s m . I t is t h e r u s h i n g s t r e a m o f h u m a n 
p r o g r e s s w h i c h w e m u s t see, n o t the b a c k eddies , 
a n d we m u s t r e m e m b e r t h a t t h e g r e a t e r t h e speed 
o f t h e s t r e a m t h e m o r e v i o l e n t a t t i m e s become 
t h e eddies . 

T h e r e is no r o o m f o r p e s s i m i s m . W i t h c l u m s y 
fingers m a n has f u m b l e d over t h e k e y b o a r d o f a 
vast o r g a n . H e has c a l l e d f o r t h shy notes , b u t o f 
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a sweetness so p i e r c i n g t h a t w e t r e m b l e i n ecstasy 
at t h e t h o u g h t o f the g l o r i o u s h a r m o n i e s t o come. 

M R S . V A N D E R L I P : 

F o r m a n y years I have sat o n the h o a r d o f t h e 
I s t a m b u l Co l l ege f o r W o m e n , a n d have a d m i r e d , 
l e a r n e d f r o m a n d r e v e r e d t h e p r a c t i c a l C h r i s t i a n 
i t y o f t h e C h a i r m a n o f t h a t B o a r d . D r . W i l l i a m 
A d a m s B r o w n was l o n g t h e p r o f e s s o r o f T h e o l o g y 
i n U n i o n T h e o l o g i c a l S e m i n a r y — o n e o f those wise 
a n d l i b e r a l teachers w h o finds good i n a l l r e l i g i o n s 
a n d i n s p i r e s o t h e r s t o h is o w n wise t o l e r a n c e . D r . 
B r o w n needs no i n t r o d u c t i o n i n N e w Y o r k ; he is 
a m o n g a host of f r i e n d s . 

D R . B R O W N : 

I t is a s ign of our g r o w i n g c a t h o l i c i t y t h a t we 
are c o i n i n g to f ee l t h a t p r o p h e t s a n d seers, w h a t 
ever t h e i r r e l i g i o n , b e l o n g t o us a l l . A n d so i t is 
n o t o n l y a g r a c i o u s , b u t a fitting t h i n g , t h a t on t h i s 
occas ion , c o m m e m o r a t i n g the t w o h u n d r e d a n d fif
t i e t h a n n i v e r s a r y o f t h e b i r t h o f E m a n u e l S w e d e n 
b o r g , y o u s h o u l d n o t have con f ined y o u r i n v i t a t i o n s 
to those o f y o u r o w n ecelesiast ieal f a m i l y b u t 
s h o u l d have i n v i t e d r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f o t h e r 
branches o f t h e C h r i s t i a n C h u r c h t o j o i n y o u i n 
y o u r t r i b u t e o f a f f e c t i on a n d reverence . 

I t w o u l d be m a n i f e s t l y i n a p p r o p r i a t e f o r m e , 
even i f i t w e r e poss ib le , to a t t e m p t to a d d a n y t h i n g 
to t h e u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f the genius o f E m a n u e l 
S w e d e n b o r g . L e t me r a t h e r , i n the f e w m o m e n t s 
ass igned t o m e , d i r e c t y o u r a t t e n t i o n to some o f 
t h e g r e a t p r i n c i p l e s e n u n c i a t e d b y h i m w h i c h we 
o f o t h e r f a i t h s share w i t h y o u , his d i s c i p l e s . 

I n an a u t o b i o g r a p h i c a l f r a g m e n t S w e d e n b o r g 
t e l l s us t h a t f r o m h is s i x t h to his t w e l f t h y e a r he 
took d e l i g h t i n t a l k i n g w i t h the c l e r g y about f a i t h , 
c o n t e n d i n g t h a t love is the l i f e o f G o d , a n d t h a t 
t h i s u n i f y i n g love is l ove to the n e i g h b o r ; also t h a t 
G o d g ives t h i s f a i t h to e v e r y o n e , b u t t h a t i t is 
accepted o n l y b y those w h o p r a c t i c e t h i s l ove . W e 
read i n t h e S c r i p t u r e t h a t our L o r d t h a n k e d G o d 
t h a t H e h a d h i d d e n H i s t r u t h f r o m t h e wise a n d 
p r u d e n t a n d h a d revea led i t u n t o babes. W h a t 
S w e d e n b o r g saw as a c h i l d , he c o n t i n u e d t o teach 
as a m a n . A n d s u r e l y we t o - d a y , a f t e r t h e lapse 
o f these t w o c e n t u r i e s , s t i l l need , above a l l t h i n g s , 
the lesson t h a t t h i s c h i l d h a d l e a r n e d . W h a t mes-
sage c o u l d be more t i m e l y f o r t h i s d i s t r a c t e d w o r l d 
o f ours t h a n t h a t t h e G o d W h o m m e n need most o f 
a l l is t h e G o d W h o is L o v e , a n d t h a t the love o f 
G o d becomes efficacious o n l y as i t m a n i f e s t s i t s e l f 
i n love to t h e n e i g h b o r . F o r m o r e t h a n t w o c e n 
tur i es y o u w h o t r a c e y o u r s p i r i t u a l a n c e s t r y to 
S w e d e n b o r g ' h a v e been w i t n e s s i n g t o t h i s t r u t h , 
a n d t h o u g h t h e r e is m u c h t h a t y o u have l e a r n e d 
f r o m h i m o f t h e r e l a t i o n o f t h e s p i r i t u a l t o t h e 
m a t e r i a l w o r l d i n w h i c h n o t a l l o f us c a n f o l l o w 
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y o u , Ave g r a t e f u l l y acknoAvledge t h a t i n t h i s , h i s 
c e n t r a l message, w e too w o u l d be h is d i s c ip l e s a n d 
Avould j o i n w i t h y o u i n o u r t r i b u t e o f g r a t i t u d e a n d 
t h a n k s g i v i n g f o r t h i s w o r d w h i c h has come to us 
t h r o u g h h i m f r o m G o d . 

B u t i t is one t h i n g t o see w h a t A V C need , q u i t e 
a n o t h e r t o achieve i t . H e r e , t o o , Ave have m u c h 
to l e a r n f r o m t h e g r e a t t eacher w e have come to 
h o n o r . W i t h h is g r e a t p r e s t i g e a n d sense o f m i s 
s ion he m i g h t haAre become t h e f o u n d e r o f a n e w 
r e l i g i o n , or a t l eas t o f a n e w c h u r c h t h a t w o u l d 
r i v a l a n d a t t e m p t finally to d i s p l a c e t h e e x i s t i n g 
churches . B u t t h i s he d i d n o t do . H e never a t 
t e m p t e d to p r e a c h . H e r e f u s e d to f o u n d a sect. 
T h e n e w c h u r c h o f w h i c h he Avrote was n o t a n e w 
d e n o m i n a t i o n , b u t a f e l l o w s h i p u n i t e d b y t h e i r 
f u l l e r u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f t h e s p i r i t u a l t r easures a l 
r e a d y c o n t a i n e d i n t h e B i b l e f o r those w h o h a d 
eyes t o see. F o r h i m s e l f S w e d e n b o r g Avas c o n t e n t 
to c o m m i t t o w r i t i n g the i n s i g h t w h i c h h a d been 
v o u c h s a f e d to h i m , l e a v i n g i t to o t h e r s t o a p p r o p r i 
ate i t as t h e y c o u l d . H e b e l i e v e d t h a t m e m b e r s o f 
a l l the e x i s t i n g churches c o u l d b e l o n g t o t h e n e w 
c h u r c h w i t h o u t f o r m i n g a separate o r g a n i z a t i o n . I t 
is a n i d e a l to w h i c h i n these d a y s consecrated to 
C h r i s t i a n u n i t y w e are o n l y b e g i n n i n g to a p p r o x i 
m a t e 

One t h i n g m o r e Ave owe to S w e d e n b o r g : t h e 
d e m o n s t r a t i o n t h a t s p i r i t u a l i n s i g h t , f a r f r o m m a k 
i n g a m a n u n p r a c t i c a l , m a y be c o n s i s t e n t w i t h t h e 
m o s t b r i l l i a n t s c i en t i f i c a c h i e v e m e n t . H a d S w e 
d e n b o r g never w r i t t e n a Avord a b o u t r e l i g i o n , h i s 
name Avould s t i l l have a h i g h p lace i n t h e s t o r y o f 
s c i ent i f i c d i s c o v e r y a n d h is f e l l o w c o u n t r y m e n 
w o u l d honor h i m as one w h o h a d desen-ed w e l l f o r 
his serv i ce t o his s t a t e . B u t i t is n o t f o r h is s c i e n 
t i f i c a ch i evements , n o t a b l e t h o u g h t h e y w e r e , t h a t 
Ave most h o n o r h i m t o - d a y , b u t as one w h o f o r t h e 
b e t t e r p a r t o f a q u a r t e r o f a m i l l e n n i u m has been 
h e l p i n g t o m a k e r e a l to m u l t i t u d e s o f h i s felloAv 
m o r t a l s t h e j o y a n d peace t h a t come f r o m t h e 
v i s i o n o f G o d . C o u l d t h e r e be a m o r e s i g n a l d e m 
o n s t r a t i o n o f the p r i m a c y o f t h e s p i r i t ? 

D u r i n g t h e G r e a t B l i z z a r d o f 1888 , w h i c h f o r 
five days h e l d N e w Y o r k i n i t s g r i p a n d o u t o f i t s 
c o n n e c t i o n f r o m t h e res t o f t h e c o u n t r y , one o f t h e 
l e a d i n g b a n k e r s , c o m m e n t i n g o n the sense o f h e l p 
lessness t h a t came f r o m t h i s c o n t a c t w i t h a t i t a n i c 
n a t u r a l f o r c e , sa id t o a f r i e n d : " W e l l , i t is a good 
t h i n g to be r e m i n d e d once i n a w h i l e t h a t t h e r e a re 
some poAvers s t r o n g e r t h a n t h e s t r o n g e s t m a n . " I n 
these days o f d e p r e s s i o n a n d d i s i l l u s i o n m e n t i t i s 
n a t u r a l t h a t such r e m i n d e r s s h o u l d come t o us 
a g a i n . A n d f r o m v a r i o u s q u a r t e r s i n t h e C o n t i 
n e n t o f E u r o p e A 'oices haA'e a r i s e n w a r n i n g us o f 
man 's helplessness a n d s i n w h e n c o n f r o n t e d w i t h 
the t r a n s c e n d e n t G o d . I t is r i g h t t h a t we s h o u l d 
be r e m i n d e d o f o u r helplessness a n d o f o u r s i n f u l 
ness. B u t these a lone are n o t t h e w h o l e o f t h e 
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C h e r u b i m a n d S e r a p h i m 
0 O A I E weeks ago a woman sent me a l e t t e r 

a s k i n g me t o w r i t e an a r t i c l e about cheru 
b im and seraphim. She said t h a t i n church they 
had been s i n g i n g t h a t b e a u t i f u l h y m n w r i t t e n 
by B i s h o p Heber , " H o l y , H o l y , H o l y , L o r d 
God A l m i g h t y . " T h e second verse of t h a t h y m n 
h a d puzzled her . 

" H o l y , holy, h o l y ! a l l the saints adore Thee, 
Casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea; 
Cherubim and seraphim f a l l in g down before Thee, 
Which wert and ar t and evermore shall be." 

A n d in her l e t t e r the l a d y said, " D o please t e l l 
me something about these c r e a t u r e s . " W e l l , I 
have n o t y e t w r i t t e n t h a t a r t i c l e , because I 
d o n ' t know very much about them. However , 
1 set t o w o r k t o get the necessary i n f o r m a t i o n . 

F i r s t , I went t o w o r k on the cherubim. I re 
membered t h a t in the s t o r y of the expuls ion of 
A d a m and Eve f r o m the Garden o f E d e n , the 
L o r d placed a t the east of the garden cheru 
b i m , and a flaming sword , t o keep the way of 
the tree o f l i f e . 

Ages l a t e r , when the Israe l i tes made the a r k 
of the covenant they p u t t w o golden cherubim 
on the t o p of i t . A n d a r t i s t s have always r e p 
resented these cherubim as a h u m a n face and 
head w i t h t w o golden wings . T h e y are men
t ioned several times in the B ib l e . B u t t h a t 
seems a l l we know about the cherubim. 

T h e seraphim are s trange creatures seen i n 
the vis ion of I s a i a h . H u m a n creatures w i t h s ix 
wings. Of course these were n o t r e a l h u m a n 

beings, they were symbol ic beings. T h e i r wings 
were used t o express the power of t r u t h . 

I t does not seem as i f we could get t o know 
m u c h more about them. B u t i f we t u r n t o the 
meaning of t h e i r names we can l e a r n a l o t more. 

Cherub im comes f r o m a Hebrew w o r d t h a t 
means knowledge. S e r a p h i m f r o m a w o r d t h a t 
means b u r n i n g . 

Cherubim are angels who are f i l led w i t h a 
love of knowledge. Seraphim arc angels whose 
hearts b u r n w i t h the love of God . 

T h a t gives us a new idea. These s trange 
beings, ment ioned i n the B ib le , arc n o t v e r y 
di f ferent f r o m us. T h e y were once men who 
l ived on e a r t h . T h e y were j u s t p l a i n f o l k . B u t 
they learned t o love heavenly t h i n g s . T h e y l ived 
a c c o r d i n g t o the D i v i n e Commandments . A n d 
they grew so wise i n the th ings of heaven, t h a t 
the L o r d uses them as guard ians of ho ly t h i n g s , 
and they are the cherubim. 

T h e r e were o t h e r s — j u s t p l a i n f o l k . T h e y 
d i d no t care so much about k n o w i n g the th ings 
of heaven, bu t t h e i r hearts b u r n e d w i t h the love 
of God. A n d the L o r d uses them as the c h a n 
nels of H i s love ; T h e y are called the seraphim. 

Swedenborg tells us t h a t a l l the angels are 
w o n d e r f u l l y b e a u t i f u l . T h e love of God i n t h e i r 
hearts makes t h e i r faces beam w i t h the beauty 
o f heavenly l i g h t . B u t when I t h i n k o f t h e i r 
g lor ious b e a u t y , I also l ike t o t h i n k there was 
a t ime when they were j u s t p l a i n f o l k , l ike y o u 
and me. 
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W h a t they have done, y o u and I , i n the 
s t r e n g t h we get f r o m the L o r d , can also do. I f 
we l e a r n to love th ings good and t r u e , i f we can 
g a i n a love of G o d i n our hear ts , we too w i l l 
g i o w i n t o beauty . W e shal l j o i n the ranks of 
the cherubim and seraphim. 

A n d here I am reminded of a s t o r y of a boy 's 
choice. T h e son of the famous B i s h o p Berkeley 
asked his f a t h e r the difference between the 
cherubim and seraphim. A n d he t o l d h i m i t was 
the difference between l o v i n g knowledge and 
h a v i n g a heart t h a t burned w i t h love. A n d the 
hoy said, " I hope when I die I shall he a seraph, 
f o r I would r a t h e r love God t h a n know a l l 
t h i n g s . " 

Swedenborg Anniversary Dinner 
(Continued from page 109) 

message of rel igion, or its most important part . I t 
is appropriate, therefore, that we should be 
brought hack by the great teacher whom we are 
met to honor to-day to the central message of our 
Christian Gospel, that the God Who controls na
ture is the God of love. Self-condemnation has its 
place i n rel igion, a place necessary, though hum
bl ing. But penitence is not the beginning of re l ig 
ion, but is end. The last word of religion is one of 
assurance and hope. " F o r I am persuaded, that 
neither l i f e , nor death, nor angels, nor p r i n c i p a l i 
ties, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 
height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be 
able to separate us from the love of God, which is 
in Christ Jesus our L o r d . " 

M R S . V A N D E R L I P : 

We of the Committee for the Celebration thank 
vou a l l for lending your interest and honoring us 
by coming to-night. Again we thank this galaxy 
of eminent speakers who have enriched our minds 
and hearts w i th new ideas and have given new 
lustre and interest to the l i fe and work of Emanuel 
Swedenborg. 

The meeting stands adjourned. 

The Different Phases of Divine 
Providence 

T H E L o r d foresees and sees everything and pro
vides and disposes al l th ings ; hut some things from 
permission, some from sufferance, some from favor, 
some from good pleasure, some from w i l l . — ( A . 
J 7 5 5 . ) 

Budget Appeal 
A m o u n t needed $20 ,750 .00 
Received t o J a n . 3 1 , 1938 . 4,867.96 

Balance to be raised by 
M a r c h 3 1 , 1938 . . $15,882.04 

Increased response i n subs tant ia l amount is 
absolutely essential to prevent serious c u r t a i l 
ment of a c t i v i t y of A u g m e n t a t i o n , Pensions 
and Missions . T i m e is shor t . A n immediate re 
m i t t a n c e f r o m a l l interested w i l l be of g r e a t 
help to these organizat ions . 

Checks and pledges should be sent to the 
T r e a s u r e r of Convent ion , A l b e r t P. C a r t e r , 
Esq. , 5 1 1 B a r r i s t e r s H a l l , B o s t o n , Mass. 

F I N A N C E A N D B U D G E T C O M M I T T E E . 

F . S I D N E Y M A Y E R , 

A L R E R T P. C A R T E R , 

B E N J A M I N A . W I I I T T K M O R E , 

L L O Y D A . F R O S T , Chairman. 

Spiritual Revelation 

IX vain I s t ra ined my eyes t o catch a gl impse 
of one of na ture ' s wonders, L a k e Louise . As 

I neared m y d e s t i n a t i o n , I m i g h t as well have 
been surrounded by the Sahara Desert or B a d 
Lands of the W e s t , f o r m y eyes could n o t pene
t r a t e the g loom which the n i g h t had b r o u g h t . 

A t sunrise I looked o u t o f m y hote l window, 
h u t was u n p r e p a r e d f o r the g l o r y and beauty 
which the m o r n i n g l i g h t revealed. A huge white 
m o u n t a i n peak reflected deep i n the cool green 
l a k e beloAV, blushed f a i n t l y w i t h a rosy glow. 
A streak of p i n k l i g h t encircled the r i m of the 
lake. T h e co lor o f the lake then changed to a 
deep turquoise . T h e snowy m o u n t a i n , now g l i s 
t e n i n g and dazz l ing i n a l l i t s g r a n d e u r and 
m a j e s t y , toAvered h i g h above the val ley . As the 
day advanced, s h i f t i n g shadows and l i g h t s t r i k 
i n g the mounta ins and lake at d i f ferent angles, 
revealed f u r t h e r beauties. 

So, t oo , the influences of the s p i r i t u a l w o r l d 
which are on ly h a l f understood or believed in 
are c o n s t a n t l y s u r r o u n d i n g our m a t e r i a l lives. 
I n the measure t o Avhich our minds and hearts 
are sensitive t o diA'inc pulsat ions and v i b r a t i o n s , 
our s p i r i t u a l eyes are opened t o the miracles 
and revelations of heaA'en. E V E L Y N K E N T . 
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W o m e n ' s A l l i a n c e P a g e 

"The King's Daughter is all glorious within; her clothing is of wrought gold." 
Psalms x l v . 13. 

"The 'King's Daughter' signifies the spiritual affection of truth and therefore 
the Church consisting of those who are in that affection."—E. 1 9 5 - 9 . 

A X I S S M a r g a r e t Graves C a r y was one of the 
earl iest t o accept the N e w - C h u r c h teach

ings i n B o s t o n . 
M r . Sampson Reed i n his l i f e of T h o m a s 

W o r c e s t e r devotes several pages t o Miss C a r y . 
H e says : " M i s s Gary ' s experience was v e r y r e 
markab le . I t m a y be good f o r the y o u n g men 
and women who now f ind i t so easy t o become 
members o f a society of the New C h u r c h , t o 
look back over a p e r i o d o f 80 } 7 ears " (now over 
1 2 5 ) " a n d see Miss C a r y , r e a d i n g the works of 
SAvedenborg by herself , w i t h no h u m a n voice o r 
hand t o help her , and amidst the most decided 
oppos i t i on of her p a r e n t s , r e la t i ons , and 
f r i e n d s . " 

M a r g a r e t C a r y was b o r n o f E n g l i s h p a r e n 
tage in the I s l a n d of G r a n a d a in the W e s t I n 
dies i n 1775 and AArhcn f o u r years o l d was sent 
to E n g l a n d , t o a b o a r d i n g school, where she 
stayed t i l l she was f our teen . " T h e r e the d isc i 
pl ine was s t r i c t and severe, and p r o b a b l y t h a t 
was o f more benefit t o me t h a n the l e a r n i n g I 
a c q u i r e d , " she sa id . I remember her t e l l i n g me 
t h a t the scholars a l l h a d boards s t r a p p e d t o 
t h e i r shoulders when t h e y studied t o make them 
s t r a i g h t . Y o u see the resu l t i n her p i c t u r e . 

W h e n fourteen years o l d she r e t u r n e d t o her 
home i n G r a n a d a , b u t a f t e r a few years , o w i n g 
to financial losses, the f a m i l y h a d t o give u p 
the i r l u x u r i o u s l i f e in G r a n a d a and r e t u r n t o 
the C a r y f a r m o f 360 acres i n Chelsea. " T h e 
distance f r o m Bos ton be ing six miles over the 
M a i d e n B r i d g e o r by sai l b o a t . " 

Miss C a r y h a d " a re l ig ious d i s p o s i t i o n " — a s 
she expressed i t . She h a d been b r o u g h t u p i n 
the E p i s c o p a l C h u r c h , b u t the C o n g r e g a t i o n a l 
being the on ly c h u r c h i n Chelsea, she j o i n e d 
t h a t . T h e D o c t r i n e of the T r i n i t y ahvays 
t r o u b l e d her , and when she learned o f the N C A V -

C h u r c h D o c t r i n e of the L o r d and began t o read 
other works of Swedenborg giA'en her b y a 
f r i e n d , her j o y knew no bounds. She hersel f 
wro te , " O h ! never can I f o r g e t the r a p t u r e o f 

M A R G A R E T G R A V E S C A R Y 

t h a t h o u r , a d m i t t a n c e i n t o heaven could no t 
produce a more poA\rerful sensation. I r ead and 
imbibed I know n o t how much , b u t i t Avas o f the 
d o c t r i n e o f the L o r d . " 

W h a t Avould the C h u r c h be t o - d a y i f each 
one of us h a d Miss Cain's intel l igence and 
enthus iasm! 

W h e n on the Rev. M r . H i l l ' s second v i s i t t o 
B o s t o n i n 1797, Miss C a r y h a d been r e a d i n g 
Swedenborg f o r more t h a n a year and M r . H i l l 
t o l d her t h a t there were on ly three persons i n 
th i s p a r t o f the c o u n t r y t h a t he could depend 
u p o n as receivers o f the teachings o f Sweden
b o r g and she was one. 

F r o m th is t ime t i l l the year 1817 , when the 
readers o f Swedenborg i n B o s t o n and v i c i n i t y 
were made acquainted w i t h each other , she 
seems t o haAre been almost alone. 
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W h e n the Society i n B o s t o n was i n s t i t u t e d , 
she had no hes i ta t ion i n j o i n i n g , the Society 
n u m b e r i n g twelve, and she l ived t i l l a t the C o n 
vent ion meet ing i n B o s t o n , i n 1866 , she was one 
of six h u n d r e d communicants . 

D u r i n g the Rev. T h o m a s Worces ter ' s ( m y 
g r a n d f a t h e r ' s ) p a s t o r a t e he received 1,176 
members i n t o the c h u r c h i n B o s t o n . 

Before m o v i n g to the i r new house i n L o u i s -
b u r g Square i n 18.36 Miss C a r y had become a 
member of the W o r c e s t e r household. 

T h i s new home became the home of the N e w -
C h u r c h people i n B o s t o n , and a place t o h o l d 
the i r many meetings f o r the s t u d y and keen d is 
cussion of the new t r u t h s . 

M y g r a n d m o t h e r was a f r i e n d and c o m f o r t e r 
to a l l i n the p a r i s h , a l t h o u g h she h a d a l a r g e 
f a m i l y of her own, and they f o u n d i t necessary 
t o take boarders , and her hea l th was f r a i l . 
Miss C a r y was always most h e l p f u l in a l l these 
church re la t i ons . 

I n those days the B o s t o n Society was the 
only organized society in the v i c i n i t y and m y 
g r a n d f a t h e r the on ly r e g u l a r min i s ter . B u t 
there were m a n y small g roups of N e w - C h u r c h 
people about B o s t o n . M y g r a n d f a t h e r ' s ser
mons were delivered in Bos ton and then Miss 
C a r y would copy them i n her smal l b u t v e r y 
legible w r i t i n g and send them i n r e g u l a r order 
to the d i f ferent g roups to be read i n t h e i r S u n 
day meetings. 

I n th i s most act ive household i n L o u i s b u r g 
Square Miss C a r y ' s r o o m became a haven of 
rest and encouragement t o my f a t h e r f o r m a n y 
years when he was a boy. 

M y f a t h e r as a hoy h a d a very quick and 
fiery temper , and Miss C a r y ' s help in g a i n i n g 
se l f - contro l , he o f ten t o l d us about . 

She g o t a l i t t l e Tes tament which he c a r r i e d 
in his pocket and when the anger came u p o n 
h i m , l ike l i g h t n i n g lie w o u l d q u i c k l y p u t his 
hand on his l i t t l e Tes tament and help came. 
I n l a t e r l i f e he said to a f r i e n d , " I f there is any 
good i n me I owe i t chiefly t o h e a r i n g the B i b l e 
stories f r o m Miss Cary ' s l ips every d a y when 
I was a c h i l d . " M y f a t h e r was always g r a t e f u l 
to her i n a thousand ways and when he had a 
l i t t l e daughter he called her 

M A R G A R E T C A R Y W O R C E S T E R . 

C h r i s t i a n Fortitude 
By Qeorge Henry Dole 

" ^ ^ T O N E o f us is w i t h o u t some f a u l t . N o one 
is per f e c t , except the L o r d . W h a t e v e r 

defects c r i t i c s assign to P a u l , however much 
he m a y have wavered o r c u n n i n g l y covered the 
real issue and set his accusers t o w r a n g l i n g 
among themselves, few surpass h i m i n f o r t i t u d e . 
Even w i t h the progress i n l i b e r t y and e n l i g h t 
enment t h a t the w o r l d has made since Paul ' s 
t ime , f a i t h and f o r t i t u d e are as essential as 
ever, t h o u g h the suf fer ing is n o t the same. 

Reflect u p o n how l i t t l e there was w i t h whi ch 
the gospel teachings could connect. Beho ld 
w i t h h im the crowds assembled about the a l t a r 
in f o re ign l a n d s ; the offerings of flocks and 
h e r d s ; the c r o w n i n g of beasts ; the d r i n k i n g 
u n t i l a l l were i n t o x i c a t e d ; the frenzied d a n c i n g , 
s h o u t i n g rabble ea t ing the r a w flesh and d r i n k 
i n g the w a r m blood of the sacrifice. Go w i t h 
h i m on his j o u r n e y , ever fo l lowed by a band of 
mal ic ious persecutors accusing and c r y i n g : 
" H e is w o r t h y of death . K i l l h i m — k i l l h i m . " 
See h im as he flees f r o m place t o place, d a y 
and n i g h t , t a k i n g m a t e r i a l f r o m a b a g and 
w i t h his own hands s p i n n i n g i t i n t o coarse 
threads f o r t e n t c l o t h t h a t he m a y p a y his own 
way and encumber no one. L o o k u p o n h i m — 
his hands r inged w i t h the chaf ing of l o n g - w o r n 
chains of i r o n ; and his back scarred b y m a n y 
scourgings w i t h the k n o t t e d leather thongs 
barbed w i t h m e t a l ; and his countenance m a r r e d 
by the s t o n i n g u n t o death . F o l l o w h i m t o 
Rome. H e a r w i t h h i m the replies t o his p r o c 
l a m a t i o n o f the sav ing gospel. " W c have 
Socrates, P l a t o , A r i s t o t l e and the greatest 
poets t h a t ever l i v e d ; do y o u , a d i m i n u t i v e , 
hatchet - faced , hooknosed, baldheadcd Jew p r e 
sume t o teach us?" H e finds temple and s y n 
agogue to be the meet ing place of robbers, 
murderers and the vi lest o f the p a i n t e d faces 
of the slums, even as the temple at Jerusalem 
h a d become a den of thieves ; and the stage, 
where cr ime and t r a g e d y were made a c t u a l ; 
and the arena , where society re jo i ced i n the 
extremes o f suf fer ing and t o r t u r e . T h e n was 
the t ime when escaped slave and capt ive were 
fed to the fish f o r the banquet o f the s u m p t u 
ous. H i s enemies s t i l l f o l l ow h i m u n t i l N e r o 
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gives the sentence, death by the sword . A t 
las t his bruised head fa l l s f r o m his emaciated 
body . B u t marvelous v i c t o r y , the gospel con
quers Rome. A n d i t sha l l go on to conquer 
the w o r l d , f o r therein alone is sa lva t i on . H a d 
P a u l w r i t t e n on ly First Corinthians, x i i i , his 
name would have been i m m o r t a l . T h i s day the 
w o r l d needs the t r u t h t h a t , " T h o u g h I have 
f a i t h t o remove mounta ins and give m y body 
t o he b u r n e d , and have n o t c h a r i t y , i t p r o f i t e t h 
me n o t h i n g . " 

Physicians T o l d G o d Heals 

PH Y S I C I A N S should t e l l t h e i r pa t i ents t h a t 
the great hea l ing power is God , was the a d 

vice offered by R i c h a r d C. Cabot , M . D . , H a r 
v a r d professor emeritus at the annua l meet ing 
o f the Massachusetts Med i ca l Society las t June . 

D r . Cabot u r g e d t h a t the medical profession 
acknowledge t h a t n i n e t y per cent of the hope 
of p a t i e n t s f o r recovery lies w i t h G o d , w i t h on ly 
ten per cent c o n t r i b u t e d by the doc tor . H e t o l d 
the assembly of physic ians t h a t they should n o t 
seek t o use the w o r d " n a t u r e " bu t should a d m i t 
t h e i r f a i t h in God w i t h o u t shame. 

Speak ing of the super-wisdom possessed b y 
the body i n f a v o r of l i f e , D r . Cabot said t h a t 
tin's p o w e r f u l force " i s G o d — t h e heal ing power 
on which a l l o f us depend in order to be here 
t o d a y . " B u t this great power t h a t creates and 
mainta ins us, also creates and mainta ins bac
t e r i a , and we have t o l e a r n t o l ive w i t h them 
and get a l ong w i t h them. " I earnest ly recom
mend t o the medical p ro f ess i on , " he declared, 
" t o let the p a t i e n t know of this g r e a t force t h a t 
is w o r k i n g w i t h i n h i m , w o r k i n g on the pat i ent ' s 
side, on the doctor ' s side. I t adds t o t h e i r con
fidence in the i r own l i f e , i n the d o c t o r , the drugs 
and therapeut i c s . I t does the medical p ro f e s 
sion no good to avoid the w o r d 'God . ' W h y n o t 
teach the people the t r u t h ? " — [ F r o m Federal 
Council Bullet///. | 

BAPTISM 

B L A C K M E R . — O n D e c e m b e r 2 6 . 1 9 3 7 , J u d i t h 
S t o w B l a c k m e r , the Rev . F r a n k l i n B l a c k m e r off i 
c i a t i n g . 

NEWS OF THE CHURCH 

B R I D G E W A T E R , M A S S . 
The ladies of the Sewing Circle have a program of a 

series of public luncheons for January and February, 
with a handcraft exhibit, lea, and cafeteria supper for 
March. They are continuing the use of the Daily Read
ing* as a part of their devotional hour. 

The Serving Circle of The King's Daughters have 
held regular meetings, and will have a tea on March 
3rd. Their annual plays are scheduled for Apr i l 21st. 

The members of the League have sent representatives 
to all Union meetings, and attended the morning service 
on League Sunday, where the order given in the League 
Journal was carried out. 

The Anniversary program of a series of fourteen 
tableaux, with descriptive reading, sponsored by the 
Study Group, was held in the Sunday-school room, with 
between a hundred and twenty-five and a hundred and 
fifty present there. There were approximately the same 
number in the church auditorium, where the tableaux 
were shown in the chancel. These were well received, 
and a similar program is planned for Sunday evening, 
March 27th, showing the beginning and growth of the 
New Church, as a "follow-up" program. 

ST. L O U I S , M O . 
This Society began the celebration of Swedenborg's 

birthday by opening a ground floor room at 705 Locust 
Street, on Wednesday, January 26th, provided with a 
very good window display of Swedenborg's works, and 
a generous supply of New-Church books and pamphlets 
for free distribution. This exhibit was open to the pub
lic from 10:00 A . M . to 10:00 P . M . for the period of one 
week. 

The Sunday service on January 30th brought an en
couraging attendance, with a good many strangers who 
had visited the display room on Locust Street and had 
learned something of Swedenborg for the first time. The 
pastor, the Rev. Dirk Diephuis, delivered a splendid 
sermon. Members of the Women's Alliance served din
ner after the morning service; excellent music was pro
vided, and appropriate addresses by church members 
were given. 

Tin- anniversary celebration of this Society was 
brought to a close on Wednesday evening, February 2nd, 
with a lecture on Swedenborg, at the Hotel Chase, by 
the Rev. Dirk Diephuis. This was a free lecture to 
which the public was invited. 

C A M B R I D G E . M A S S . 
The pastor, the Rev. Everett K. Bray , exchanged pul

pits with the Boston pastor, the Rev. Antony Regamey, 
on Sunday, February 6th. 

B O S T O N 
We quote from the Church Manual of February 6th: 
" A most valuable and unanticipated gift came into the 

possession of the Boston Society of the New Jerusalem 
in the course of the festivities of Swedenborg's birthday 
when Mrs. Beatrice Turner Maynard, on behalf of her 
mother and herself, presented to the Society from the 
library of her late father, Dr . Maurice Worcester 
Turner, the volumes of Swedenborg's Writings which 
first aroused the interest of her great-grandfather, 
Samuel Worcester, in the doctrines of the New Church. 
The hooks may fairly be said to he the true 'beginnings' 
of the Boston Society, for through them Thomas 
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Worcester, a younger brother, was moved to seek out 
similar volumes in the l i b rary of H a r v a r d U n i v e r s i t y ; 
and on account of them Samuel soon afterwards issued 
the cal l which gathered together the group of interested 
persons who in August , 1818, inst i tuted our Society." 

FROM OUR READERS 

A More Important Event 
T h e r e was a n i m p o r t a n t e v e n t J a n u a r y 2 9 t h . W e 

o f t h e N e w C h u r c h k n o w w h a t i t was . B u t I w i s h 
to speak o f a d o u b l y i m p o r t a n t event on t h e same 
d a y . N o t t h e messages f r o m P r e s i d e n t a n d 
K i n g s ; n o t t h e p r a i s e o f s c i e n t i s t a n d a u t h o r ; n o t 
the c o lumns o f news a n d c o m m e n t , nor y e t t h e 
m a g a z i n e a r t i c l e s a n d broadcas t s . E v e n the 
pos tage s t a m p issued i n S w e d e n b o r g ' s h o n o r a n d 
t h e d i s p l a y s a t l i b r a r i e s a n d book s to res , a n d s t i l l 
m o r e t h e l e c t u r e s a n d s e r m o n s — i t is none o f these 
w h i c h t h e seer m i g h t have c o u n t e d the m o r e i m 
p o r t a n t event . I r e f e r t o a t e l e p h o n e message. 
I t came i n a f e w m i n u t e s a f t e r t h e f i n a l C o m m e m 
o r a t i o n b r o a d c a s t . T h e speaker was p r a c t i c a l l y a 
s t r a n g e r t o t h e N e w - C h u r c h p e r s o n t o w h o m she 
spoke , a n d i t was l a t e . She d i d n o t k n o w t h e r e 
was a N e w C h u r c h i n ex is tence , b u t she d i d k n o w 
a book c a l l e d Divine Providence h a d h e l p e d h e r . 
She h a d b o u g h t i t f r o m a S w e d e n b o r g F o u n d a 
t i o n c o l p o r t e u r . She h a d been s i ck a n d i n t r o u b l e . 
T h e b r o a d c a s t r e m i n d e d h e r w h e r e o t h e r books by 
t h e same a u t h o r m i g h t be o b t a i n e d . She h a d 
l i s t e n e d t o t h e t a l k w i t h absorbed i n t e r e s t . She 
c o u l d n o t go t o b e d u n t i l she h a d sent h e r h u s 
b a n d over f o r t w o m o r e o f " t h o s e prec ious books , 
t h e y are so easy t o u n d e r s t a n d , " she s a i d . " T h e y 
h e l p p e o p l e . " Y e s , Ave c a n n o t b u t f e e l t h a t our 
h u m b l e S e r v a n t o f t h e L o r d , g r a t e f u l f o r t h e 
honors p a i d to h i s m e m o r y i n p r i v i l e g e d c i r c l e s , 
Avould have se lected t h i s voice o f t h e masses as 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f t h e r e a l a n d u n f a d i n g s ign i f i cance 
o f h i s l i f e a n d w o r k s . 

L E S L I E M A R S H A L L . 

New-Church Theological School 
U n d e r t h e D e p a r t m e n t o f P h i l o s o p h y a t H a r 

v a r d , t h e Rev . L e w i s F . H i t e o f o u r T h e o l o g i c a l 
Schoo l a t C a m b r i d g e , was a p p o i n t e d t o l e c t u r e on 
" S w e d e n b o r g ' s P h i l o s o p h y o f L o v e " i n E m e r s o n 
H a l l ( L e c t u r e H a l l D ) a t 4 : 3 0 o n the a f t e r n o o n 
o f F e b r u a r y 9 t h . 

OBITUARIES 

C A R T E R . — I s a b e l W a r d ( M r s . J o h n ) C a r t e r 
passed f r o m t h i s l i f e on J a n u a r y 13, 1938 , a t her 

home i n B r o o k l i n e , M a s s . , i n t h e 8 3 r d y e a r o f h e r 
age. H e r h u s b a n d , h e a d o f t h e J o h n C a r t e r p a p e r 
c o m p a n y , passed o n m a n y years b e f o r e h e r . H e r 
g r e a t , g r e a t g r a n d f a t h e r Avas M a j o r G e n e r a l 
A r t e m u s W a r d i n t h e R e v o l u t i o n a r y W a r a n d a 
s i g n e r o f t h e D e c l a r a t i o n o f I n d e p e n d e n c e . 

Both M r . and Mrs . Carter belonged for many years 
to the Newtonvi l le Society in which their children Avere 
brought up. B u t of late years Mrs . Carter was a valued 
member of the F i r s t Society of Philadelphia, where her 
v i t a l and charming personality made her great ly beloved 
and admired. She was keenly interested in music, the 
drama and l i t e ra ture , an omnivorous reader, w i t h an 
excellent memory, keeping up to date w i t h a l l the latest 
publications. But perhaps her most generous interest 
and support were given to every movement that looked 
to the betterment of the less fortunate in the social and 
economic worlds and especially in a l l efforts for peace 
at home and abroad. 

Mrs . Carter belonged to the Fellowship of Reconcilia
t ion , the Internat ional League for Peace and Freedom, 
the Church League for I n d u s t r i a l Democracy, the Con
sumers League and the Massachusetts Society of May
flower Descendants. She leaves a son, W i l l i a m Walcot t 
Carter , and four daughters, M r s . J . Anderson L o r d , 
Mrs . Henry To lman, J r . , Miss Madeleine W . Carter and 
Mrs . Charles W . Harvey . The services were conducted 
at her late residence and at M t . A u b u r n by Canon 
Cornelius Trowbridge of St. Paul's Cathedral , Boston, 
and the Rev. Charles W. Harvey of Philadelphia. 

A D A M S . — O n F e b r u a r y 2 n d a t E l g i n , 111., M r s . 
M a r y C h e n e y A d a m s passed i n t o t h e s p i r i t u a l 
w o r l d , a f t e r a b r i e f i l l n e s s . 

She was born in Shclhyville, 111., on September 15, 
1866, and had been a resident of E l g i n since 1928. She 
is survived by a son, Samuel Adams, J r . , of St. L o u i s ; 
three daughters, Mrs . Nelle A r n o l d , of Louisevillc , Neb., 
and the Misses Lois and M a r y , of E l g i n ; also five 
grandchildren, Samuel Adams, I I I , W i l l i a m , John, 
Charles and M a r y Aliee A r n o l d . 

Resurrection service was conducted by the ReA\ Percy 
Bi l l ings , pastor of the Kenwood (Chicago) New Church, 
on Februury 4th . 

CALENDAR 

F e b . 27 . 
Sunday next before Lent 

(See B . W . , p . 4 6 2 ) 
T H E W O R D 

S e l . 2 5 4 : " H o , e v e r y one t h a t t h i r s t e t h . " 
L e s s o n I . E x . i x , to v . 2 1 . 
I n p lace o f Respons ive SerA'ice, A n t h e m V I , B . 

W . , p . 3 3 6 : " A s t h e h a r t p a n t e t h . " 
G l o r i a , B e n e d i c t u s a n d F a i t h . 
H y m n s ( M a g . ) 2 4 4 : " H O A V prec ious is t h e B o o k 

D i v i n e . " 
2 1 2 : " T h e L o r d our SaA'iour is t h e W a y . " 
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T H E N E W - C H U R C H M E S S E N G E R 

The Augmentation Fund 
S T A N D S F O R T H R E E V I T A L T H I N G S : 

1. The Encouragement and Assistance of Weak Societies 
2. Reasonable and Reliable Support for Ministers 
3. Help in Supporting Students for the Ministry 

T o M a i n t a i n and E x t e n d I t s W o r k I t 

Needs Your Support 
T o those who think of making a bequest to the Fund, the Treasurer w i l l be pleased to 

furnish suitable forms and to give any advice that may be asked. As State laws w i t h 
regard to wi l ls vary, local counsel in the State of the testator should finally be consulted. 
M a k e checks payable to A L B E R T P . C A R T E R , Treasurer , and send a l l correspondence 

to h i m at 511 B A R R I S T E R S H A L L , B O S T O N 9, M A S S . 

U R B A N A J U N I O R C O L L E G E 
of the General Convention 

Prel iminary w o r k for Liberal A r t s , A g r i 
culture, Dentistry, Law, Theology, Medicine, 
Pharmacy, Education and Engineering. Special 
courses also in the study of the W o r d and the 
W r i t i n g s . Freshman and Sophomore years. 
For information address, 

Rev . Russe l l E a t o n , President 
U r b a n a , O h i o 

Commemorat ion E d i t i o n 
S W E D E N B O R G , 

L I F E A N D T E A C H I N G 
B y George T r o b r i d g e 

Use this book during the present celebration of the 
250th Anniversary of Swedenborg's b i r t h to introduce 
h i m to new readers. A book of 343 pages, handsomely 
bound in semi-limp imitation leather covers, g i l t letter
ing , rounded corners, for 25 cents per copy, postpaid. 

Our regular paper-bound edition of this book, 10 
cents per copy, postpaid. 

Order a quantity for judicious distribution. 

Swedenborg F o u n d a t i o n I n c o r p o r a t e d 
51 East 42nd St. N e w Y o r k , N . Y . 

T H E M E S S E N G E R 
is the official organ of the 

CONVENTION 

and the special news servant 
of the 

C H U R C H 
Help the Church by subscribing to 

T H E M E S S E N G E R 
Keep in touch with the external 

organization of the Church 

Three dollars per annum 

T H E N E W - C H U R C H 
T H E O L O G I C A L S C H O O L 

48 Q u i n c y St., Cambr idge , Mass. 

A three-years ' course prepar ing for the m i n 
i s t r y . 

Courses by correspondence i n the Theo l ogy 
of the N e w C h u r c h , and in S p i r i t u a l I n 
t e rpre ta t i on of the Scr iptures . 

F o r i n f o r m a t i o n apply to 
F r a n k l i n H . B l a c k m e r , Pres ident 

B O A R D O F M I S S I O N S 
0 7 T H E 

General Convention 

OU R S is peculiarly a missionary church so 
that the uses of this Board require wide 

and intensive act ivity . Your Board is com
posed of individuals thoroughly acquainted w i t h 
the task before i t , and who devote much time 
and energy to their duties. Help them carry 
on. Suggestions invited. 

L L O Y D A . F R O S T , Treasurer 
C A M B R I D G E T R U S T CO. 

CAMBRIDGE, MASS. 

Hon. Forster W. Freeman President 
Paul Sperry Vice-President 
Leslie Marshall General Secretary 

94 Ar l ington Ave., Hawthorne, N . J . 

C H A P E L H I L L S C H O O L 
(Formerly called Waltham School for Girls ) 

W a l t h a m , Massachusetts 

A Hoarding and Day School controlled by New-
Church Trustees. Pupils accepted ages 5 to 19; sep
arate homes for older and younger g ir ls . College 
Preparatory and General courses i n Upper School. 
Outdoor sports. For catalogue, address 

P H I L I P E . G O O D H U E 
P r i n c i p a l 

L Y N N N E I G H B O R H O O D H O U S E 
A S S O C I A T I O N 

Contributions solicited 
Help us serve the Children 

B E R T H A M. W H I T M A N , Treasurer 
109 W a l n u t Avenue , R o x b u r y 19, Mass. 
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