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NESS TO EMANUEL SWEDENBORG IN WHOSE 

THEOLOGICAL WORKS THESE DOCTRINES ARE 

FORMULATED. SWEDENBORG ASSERTS THAT 

HE WAS CALLED BY THE LORD TO MAKE 
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OF SWEDENBORG BECAUSE IT FINDS THAT 

ALL THE DOCTRINES FORMULATED IN HIS 

WRITINGS ARE CONFIRMED BY THE WORD 

OF GOD. 

THE NEW CHURCH BELIEVES THAT IT IS 

COMMISSIONED TO MAKE KNOWN THESE 
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EDGES THAT IN A WIDE AND CATHOLIC 

SENSE THE LORD'S NEW CHURCH EXISTS 

WHEREVER HE IS WORSHIPPED IN HIS DIVINE 

HUMANITY AND HIS REVEALED WORD IS AC

CEPTED AS A GUIDE TO HUMAN CONDUCT 

AND REGENERATION. 
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T h e F o r t h c o m i n g C o n v e n t i o n 

TH E one hundred and seventeenth annual 
session of the General Convent ion of the 

New Jerusalem w i l l meet in W a s h i n g t o n , D . C , 
M a y 4-10. I t w i l l be called an A n n i v e r s a r y 
Convent ion . I n g i v i n g i t this t i t l e the P r o g r a m 
Committee had r e g a r d t o t w o events. Firstly, 
the whole church has been s t i m u l a t e d by the 
commemorat ion o f the 2 5 0 t h ann iversary of 
the b i r t h of E m a n u e l Swedenborg t h r o u g h 
whom by the l o v i n g kindness of the L o r d the 
doctr ines o f the Second Advent have been re 
vealed. T h e success of t h a t commemorat ion 
has aroused a desire f o r a f o r w a r d movement 
by the C h u r c h . Secondly, th i s year is the f i f 
t i e t h ann iversary of the f o u n d i n g of the A m e r 
i can N e w - C h u r c h League. T h e League has 
c o n t r i b u t e d so m a n y fine workers t o the C h u r c h , 
i t has had so po tent an influence i n e n l i s t i n g the 
sympathies and services of y o u n g people in 
the interests of the C h u r c h t h a t the comple
t i o n of i t s first h a l f c e n t u r y demands some fit
t i n g observance. 

These t w o events should be, of themselves, 
magnet ic in t h e i r a t t r a c t i o n . B u t they are 
n o t the on ly reasons w h y a l l N e w - C h u r c h 
people who can possibly a t t e n d Convent ion 
should do so. O u r annua l ga ther ings are some
t h i n g more t h a n business meetings. I t is t r u e 
t h a t they are the occasions whereon repor t s 
are presented, officers elected, and much busi 
ness t r a n s a c t e d . N o t only are these th ings u n 

avoidable, they are desirable. T h e y enable us 
to preserve o r d e r w i t h i n the o r g a n i z a t i o n o f the 
C h u r c h . 

O f even grea ter i m p o r t a n c e , however, is the 
s p i r i t u a l impetus derived f r o m these g a t h e r 
ings. M o s t o f o u r i n d i v i d u a l churches arc 
smal l . T h e i r congregat ions , t h o u g h l o y a l and 
f a i t h f u l , o f ten s tand sorely in need of encour
agement. A t Convent ion some o f the members 
of the smaller churches have an o p p o r t u n i t y of 
seeing some evidence of the s t r e n g t h of the 
C h u r c h as a whole. T h e y go back to the i r 
homes and churches w i t h a renewed courage, 
a courage t h a t is contagious and t h a t is f e l t 
a l l t h r o u g h the c irc le in which the}7 w o r k . As 
a review o f t en fires a reg iment w i t h new cour 
age so an annua l Convent ion puts a new s p i r i 
t u a l flame i n the souls of those who are p r i v i 
leged to a t t e n d . 

T h e f o r t h c o m i n g Convent ion should be a 
memorable one. T h e c i t y of W a s h i n g t o n is 
at i ts best i n the m o n t h of M a y . M a n y of 
the people who w i l l a t t e n d w i l l b r i n g w i t h them 
a desire of finding some way i n which the 
C h u r c h may be more closely aff i l iated w i t h 
movements f o r the ex te rna l bet terment of m a n 
k i n d . T h e r e seems to be l i t t l e d o u b t t h a t m a n y 
of our members are anxious t h a t the New 
C h u r c h shal l be no t on ly a t each ing C h u r c h , no t 
on ly an educat ional force , bu t t h a t i t shall be 
a w o r k i n g C h u r c h t h a t w i l l teach by example. 
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T h e official v i s i t o r f r o m the B r i t i s h Confer 
ence w i l l be the Rev. S. J . C. Goldsack. H e 
w i l l be accompanied by M r * . Goldsack. T h i s 
w i l l be M r . Goldsack's second v i s i t t o Conven
t i o n . H e is assured a h e a r t y welcome. H e 
is a fine speaker, a t r u e C h r i s t i a n , a conse
c r a t e d New C h u r c h m a n . H e w i l l have much 
t o say f r o m which we may p r o f i t . 

W e inv i te a l l who can possibly a t t e n d Con
vent ion t o do so. Even t h o u g h i t may enta i l 
some sacrifice i t is a t i l i n g well w o r t h do ing . 
L e t us make this year 's g a t h e r i n g memorable 
i n the annals of the C h u r c h . 

A . W . 

Appeal for Pastor Niemoeller 

IN recent issues we have re ferred t o the Ger 
man Pas tor Niemoeller who immediate ly 

a f t e r his exonerat ion f r o m a charge of sedit ion 
was rearrested b y the secret police and sent t o 
a c o n c e n t r a t i o n camp. 

L e t t e r s w r i t t e n by P a s t o r Niemoel ler f r o m 
his p r i s o n cell t o his wife have j u s t reached this 
c o u n t r y . T h e y reveal a s p i r i t which should 
s t i r us a l l to a deeper C h r i s t i a n l o y a l t y . 

D u r i n g A d v e n t he sent the f o l l o w i n g mes
sage : 

" T h e r e is one request I should wish to make 
to a l l , t h a t we a l low no place t o weariness! 
Voices are aga in heard which seek t o persuade 
us t h a t the su f fer ing of our C h u r c h is a sign 
t h a t we arc on the w r o n g p a t h . T o this we 
r e p l y in confidence t h a t the Apost les have 
t a u g h t us very d i f f e r e n t l y . . . . L e t us believe 
the g l a d t id ings of God t o us and go f o r w a r d 
i n the s t r e n g t h of t h a t f a i t h , f o l l o w i n g t h a t 
One L o r d , c a r i n g n o t h i n g about the blame cast 
on us by men, but w i t h the peace of God in our 
hearts and the pra ise of G o d on our lips."" 

A f t e r six m o n t h s ' impr i sonment he could 
s t i l l w r i t e : 

"Somehow i n these last six months the ship 
of the C h u r c h has g o t afloat a g a i n . T h e color 
1st d immed, the mast* are b r o k e n , the whole a p 
pearance is no t handsome; b u t the L o r d C h r i s t 
s t i l l sits a t the helm and the sh ip moves f o r 
w a r d . 

" I t h i n k m y impr i sonment belongs to the 
ho ly h u m o r of G o d . F i r s t the m o c k i n g 

l a u g h t e r : ' N o w we've g o t t h a t f e l l ow ! ' and then 
the i m p r i s o n m e n t ; and what are the conse
quences? F u l l churches, a p r a y i n g c o m m u n i t y . 

Rage , w o r l d and s p r i n g , 
I s t a n d here and s ing , 

M y h e a r t is a t peace, 
Since I l ive i n God's care, 
E a r t h and hel l m a y beware, 

T h e i r fierce t h r e a t e n i n g cease. 

" T o get b i t t e r about such th ings would be 
shameful i n g r a t i t u d e . " 

Pas tor Niemocl ler 's case has aroused deep 
interest t h r o u g h o u t the P r o t e s t a n t w o r l d . W e 
quote the f o l l o w i n g f r o m the A p r i l issue of 
the Federal Council Bulletin : 

" T h e Open L e t t e r t o the Churches of the 
W o r l d concerning D r . Niemoel ler and the s i t 
u a t i o n c o n f r o n t i n g the German C h u r c h , sent 
out by the Federa l Counc i l t h r o u g h i t s D e p a r t 
ment of Re lat ions w i t h Churches A b r o a d , has 
been acknowledged by the heads of a number of 
i m p o r t a n t churches i n var ious lands , i n c l u d i n g 
the A r c h b i s h o p o f C a n t e r b u r y , the A r c h b i s h o p 
o f T o r o n t o , the M o d e r a t o r of the U n i t e d 
C h u r c h of Canada, the Secre tary of the N a 
t i o n a l E v a n g e l i c a l Counc i l of M e x i c o , the Swiss 
E v a n g e l i c a l C h u r c h F e d e r a t i o n , and the So
c ie ty o f Fr i ends i n G r e a t B r i t a i n . A l l bear 
witness to the grave concern fe l t b y Chr i s t ians 
everywhere over the f a te of D r . Niemoel ler as 
well as the intense i n d i g n a t i o n which has been 
aroused by the a c t i on of the N a t i o n a l Social ist 
Government i n sending h i m to a c o n c e n t r a t i o n 
camp immediate ly a f t e r his release b y the 
c our t s . 

" A te legram p r o t e s t i n g aga ins t the c o n t i n 
ued detent ion o f P a s t o r Niemoel ler b y the Ger 
man Secret Pol ice , and addressed t o Chancel lor 
H i t l e r . C h u r c h M i n i s t e r K e r r l and M i n i s t e r of 
Jus t i ce G u r t n e r , has been sent b y the A r c h 
bishop of C a n t e r b u r y , the A r c h b i s h o p of U p 
sala, the A r c h b i s h o p of T h y a t e i r a (Greek O r 
t h o d o x ) , M a r c B o c r g n e r , President o f the 
P r o t e s t a n t F e d e r a t i o n o f F r a n c e , and W i l l i a m 
Adams B r o w n , C h a i r m a n of the D e p a r t m e n t of 
Re lat ions w i t h Churches A b r o a d of the Federal 
Counc i l of Churches . " 

T h e te l egram reads : 
" A s members o f the C h r i s t i a n C h u r c h be

l o n g i n g to d i f ferent nat i ons , we feel i t our d u t y 
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to express our deep concern a t the f u r t h e r 
detent ion of Niemoel ler b y the secret pol ice i n 
d i s r e g a r d of the verd i c t of the c o u r t . 

" W e believe t h a t m a n y thousands o f C h r i s 
t i a n * a l l over the w o r l d who earnest ly desire the 
f r i endsh ip of G e r m a n y are w i t h us i n d e p l o r i n g 

th i s grave ac t ion against a German fe l low-
C h r i s t i a n released by his judges a f t e r a f u l l 
t r i a l and a c q u i t t e d o f the charge o f 'under 
h a n d a t t a c k s ' on the German State . 

" A n d we p r a y God i n H i s mercy t o g u a r d 
our b r o t h e r and deliver h i m f r o m e v i l . " 

G o d R e q u i r e s S o c i a l J u s t i c e 
By Jedediah Edgerton 

"As ye would that men should do to you do ye also to them likewise." 
— L u k e v i . 3 1 . 

r I T I E ch i ldren of I s r a e l on the i r m a r c h 
t h r o u g h the desert were i n g r e a t danger of 

being c o r r u p t f r o m the recollections of t h e i r 
c ontac t w i t h E g y p t and f r o m t h e i r n a t u r a l 
tendency to d e p a r t f r o m the l i v i n g G o d ; b u t 
unless they made progress t o w a r d r ighteous 
ness and were desirous of a t t a i n i n g holiness, 
they were lost . E v e r y t h i n g must be s u b o r d i 
nated t o Jehovah and the ob j e c t o f the L a w 
was a state of holiness and the c rea t i on i n the 
heart of a tabernacle i n which the L o r d m i g h t 
dwel l . 

A n d C h r i s t emphasized the same ob jec t of 
holiness, when H e said, "Seek ye first the King
dom of God and His righteousness and all these 
tilings shall be added unto you." T h e services 
i n the tabernacle and the statutes o f the L e v i t -
i c a l L a w were ca lcu lated t o teach us the p r i c e 
less value of the human soul and so let be as
sured t h a t the g lor ious end o f a l l worsh ip is 
the c reat ion of a s tate of holiness and a d i spo 
s i t i o n i n the m i n d and h e a r t t h a t desires con
f o r m i t y t o the w i l l of God . 

N o w w h a t is holiness? Holiness is a g l o r i 
ous q u a l i t y even as Moses sang i n Exodus xv . 
I I : "WHo is like unto Thee, 0 Lord, among 
the gods? Who is like Thee glorious in holi
ness?" Holiness w i l l give us a g l o r y t h a t 
n o t h i n g else can and make our lives r a d i a n t 
w i t h i n . 

T h e n holiness is a b e a u t i f u l q u a l i t y a c c o r d i n g 
t o Psalm x x i x . 2 : "Worship the Lord in the 
beauty of holiness." I f we were as much con
cerned about i n w a r d beauty of c h a r a c t e r , as 
we are about o u t w a r d figure and appearance, 
how much bet ter we would feel w i t h i n and how 
much more a t t r a c t i v e we would appear w i t h 

o u t , f o r the inner g l o r y w o u l d shine t h r o u g h 
the outer cover ing o f the sk in as the face of 
Moses shone f r o m an inner l i g h t . 

F u r t h e r m o r e holiness is a becoming t h i n g 
and is a garment we should always wear i n the 
house of p r a y e r even as the Psa lmist observed 
i n x c i i i . 5 : "Holiness becometh thine house, 0 
Lord." Some colors are becoming t o us and 
some are unbecoming b u t holiness is becoming 
t o every soul . O u r L o r d knew how becoming 
holiness was f o r H e said to J o h n the B a p t i s t 
who was u n w i l l i n g t o baptize H i m , "Suffer it 
to be so now, for thus it becometh us to fulfill 
all righteousness." T h u s d i d o u r L o r d t h r o u g h 
the years o f his y o u n g manhood know the g l o r y , 
the beauty and the comeliness o f holiness. 

A n d not on ly is holiness g l o r i o u s , b e a u t i f u l 
and becoming but i t is essential f o r P a u l tells 
us i n Hebrews x i i . 1 4 : "Follow peace with all 
men and holiness, without which no man can 
serve the Lord." 

A n d so we read in the opening verses of the 
1 9 t h chapter o f Leviticus t h a t the L o r d said 
u n t o Moses ( 2 ) "Speak unto the congregation 
of the children of Israel and say unto them, 
Ye shall be holy; for I the Lord your God am 
holy." T h a t is sufficient reason f o r our s t r i v 
i n g t o be ho ly because H e is h o l y , and H e com
mands and we desire t h a t we m a y become h o l y 
l ike H i m . 

A n d the first law given here f o r the a t t a i n 
ment of this s tate of holiness w i t h o u t which no 
m a n can serve the L o r d is f ound i n verse 3 : 
"Ye shall fear every man his mother, and his 
father, and keep my sabbaths; I am the Lord 
your God." Rea l l y i n th i s verse there are t w o 
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commandments, the one h o n o r i n g our parents 
and the one about observing the Sabbath . T h e 
observance of these t w o commandments w i l l 
give us a good beg inning t o w a r d a t t a i n i n g a 
s tate of holiness. A n y man who honors his 
mother can not be whol ly bad and i t should be 
our sacred dutv ' to honor and care f o r those 
who bore us, n u r t u r e d us, t r a i n e d us, s u p p o r t e d 
us and made countless sacrifices i n our behalf . 
N o t on ly on mother 's d a y b u t t h r o u g h o u t the 
year . 

A n d not on ly should we honor our e a r t h l y 
mothers , b u t we should honor and s u p p o r t o u r 
s p i r i t u a l mother , the C h u r c h , f o r she too has 
given us a s p i r i t u a l b i r t h , t r a i n e d us i n re 
l ig ious pr inc ip l es and suppl ied us w i t h heav
enly food and d r i n k . 

T h e n again observing the Sabbath d a y w i l l 
do much t o w a r d a t t a i n i n g a s tate of hol iness ; 
one day i n seven should be d i f ferent f r o m the 
o t h e r s ; i t should be set a p a r t as a ho ly day 
and made more solemn and impressive by r e 
l ig ious w o r s h i p ; bo th man and beast should 
have more t ime t o rest and b u i l d up the bod i l y 
tissues which have been used u p d u r i n g the 
week. A n d especially on t h a t day should we 
employ some of our leisure t ime i n read ing the 
Book of Life, m e d i t a t i n g u p o n divine precepts 
and i n b u i l d i n g u p in ourselves a s p i r i t u a l re 
serve t h a t w i l l s tand the test of t ime and eter
n i t y . B y so observing the Sabbath we w i l l no t 
on ly be better p r e p a r e d p h y s i c a l l y f o r the w o r k 
of the c o m i n g week, bu t we w i l l have created 
i n ourselves a t r a n q u i l l i t y of m i n d , a content 
ment of h e a r t and a Sabbath state of rest which 
w i l l render us more immune to the t roubles , the 
annoyances and i r r i t a t i o n s of l i f e . I t was this 
state of holiness our L o r d had in m i n d when 
H e sa id , "Let not your heart be troubled; ye 
believe in God, believe also in me. In my 
Father's house are many mansions; if it were 
not so, I would have told you," 

T h e n i n verse 4 we are warned against ido la 
t r y , "Turn ye not unto idols, nor make your
selves molten gods: I am the Lord your God." 
I d o l a t r y , the worsh ip of heathen deities, in 
place of the t r u e God , has ever been the curse 
of m a n k i n d . A n d some one w i l l say t h a t i d o l a 
t r y is no longer p r a c t i c e d by c ivi l ized nat i ons . 
B u t I can on ly answer t h a t i d o l a t r y the w o r 

ship o f heathen gods is i n vogue as much t o 
d a y , as of yore . 

I s god Bacchus dead, the g o d of wine? A s k 
o u r commissioners of pub l i c safety i f Bacchus 
is dead. A s k the p o l i c e ; ask the h o s p i t a l a u 
t h o r i t i e s i f the god Bacchus is dead. A s k the 
mothers of the n a t i o n . T h e fines, the acc i 
dents, the deaths caused by d r u n k e n dr ivers 
t h r o u g h o u t the n a t i o n show t o w h a t extent we 
arc bowing down before the g o d Bacchus . 

A n d I w o u l d l ike to ask is M a r s dead, the 
god of war? W i t h S p a i n t o r n and desecrated 
by the r e v o l u t i o n , w i t h Ch ina and J a p a n a t 
each other 's t h r o a t s and other nat ions t r a i n 
i n g soldiers and p r e p a r i n g m u n i t i o n s , a r m s , 
dreadnoughts and planes and poison gases on 
a sc ale never dreamed of before can we say t h a t 
the god M a r s is dead? I t e l l y o u we need the 
admoni t i on of th i s 4 t h verse as never before, 
i f any state of holiness is to be secured, "Turn 
ye not unto idols, nor make to yourselves molten 
gods; for I am the Lord your God." 

T h e n aga in w h a t we do f o r the L o r d and H i s 
church should be done w i l l i n g l y as i n verse 5, 
"And if ye offer a sacrifice of peace offerings 
unto the Lord, ye shall offer it at your own will."' 
N i g g a r d l y o r u n w i l l i n g service is condemned 
and let us be assured t h a t the L o r d takes note 
of the manner a n d s p i r i t of o u r service as wel l 
as the g i f t i tse l f . H a s t y , h a l f - h e a r t e d o r r e 
l u c t a n t devotions w i l l find no more acceptance 
by the L o r d t h a n the Hebrews ' blemished ox. 

T h e sacrifice of a peace o f f e r ing was e ither 
a sheep o r a goa t and when this was offered i n 
a prescr ibed manner i n a l l s incer i ty of w o r s h i p , 
the odor must have ascended t o the L o r d as a 
sweet smel l ing savour. 

We should c o n t i n u a l l y p r a y f o r the a t t a i n 
ment of peace bo th f o r ourselves and f o r the 
n a t i o n s , f o r o u r L o r d said, "My Peace I give 
unto you." W e sometimes t h i n k t h a t he has 
peace who has been successful i n business and 
has acquired p r o p e r t y and possessions but t h a t 
is on ly o u t w a r d peace, here t o - d a y and gone 
t o - m o r r o w . T h e peace t h a t the L o r d gives is 
deep, i n w a r d and v i t a l , and is the k i n d of peace 
"that passeth all understanding." I t is the 
peace of heaven i tse l f . I t is the peace of bless
edness of the h e a r t and soul a r i s i n g f r o m the 
c o n j u n c t i o n o f good and t r u t h ; i t is t h e peace 
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t h a t fol lows in the wake of evils overcome a n d 
t e m p t a t i o n s subdued ; i t is the peace of i n w a r d 
t r a n q u i l l i t y which the w o r l d d i d n o t give a n d 
the w o r l d can n o t take a w a y ; i t is the peace of 
i n w a r d calmness of which I s a i a h w r o t e : "0 
that thou hadst hearkened to my command
ments! then had thy peace been as a river and 
thy righteousness as the waves of the sea." 

A n d then I w o u l d have y o u take note i n 
verses 9 and 10 of the tender r e g a r d f o r the 
poor t h a t should ever character ize our social 
re lat ionships and w i t h o u t which no state of 
holiness can be a t t a i n e d or en joyed . "And 
•when ye reap the harvest of the land, thou shalt 
not wholly reap the corners of the field, neither 
shalt thou gather the gleanings of the harvest 
( 1 0 ) . And thou shalt not glean thy vineyard, 
neither shalt thou gather every grape; Thou 
shalt leave them for the poor and the stranger; 
I am the Lord thy God." Here we are re 
minded t h a t c h a r i t y t o w a r d the p o o r is a spe
c i a l o b l i g a t i o n u p o n those who e n j o y p l e n t y 
and t h a t amid the b o u n t y of the harvest o u r 
g r a t i t u d e t o God should he fo l lowed by gener
os i ty to man . 

A n d f o r the t h i r d t ime i n th i s chapter do 
we come to those solemn words , " I am the Lord 
thy God." W e should c o n t i n u a l l y be reminded 
t h a t we do no t belong t o ourselves nor do we 
create the abundance of n a t u r e ; a t best we are 
b u t i n s t r u m e n t a l causes. T h e L o r d who is 
in f in i te and e terna l is the C r e a t o r and Governor 
of a l l t h i n g s ; H e has the r i g h t t o assert his 
un iversa l ownership and we are b u t the sheep 
of his p a s t u r e . " I am the Lord thy God." 

N o r do we need t o t h i n k t h a t we can a t t a i n 
a state of holiness w i t h o u t due r e g a r d t o the 
a d m o n i t i o n expressed in verse 2, "Ye shall not 
steal, neither deal falsely, neither lie one to 
another." These are social re lat ionships and 
upon t h e i r observance depends not on ly our 
a t t a i n m e n t of holiness, b u t also the i n t e g r i t y 
of our economic l i fe and the peace of the n a 
t ions . A man's w o r d should be as good as his 
bond , as good as his s i gnature , but the i n t e g r i t y 
of b o t h are required in the Mosaic law. 

Verse 12 enjo ins the sacredness and p u r i t y 
of speech, "And ye shall not swear by my name 
falsely, neither shalt thou profane the name of 
thy God. I am the Lord." A n d we are r e 

minded i n Exodus x x : "He will not hold him 
gidltless that taketh his name in vain." I t was 
Cowpcr who wrote r e g a r d i n g false swear ing and 
p e r j u r y : 

" S w o r n on every false pretense, 
T i l l p e r j u r i e s are common as bad pence, 
W h i l e thousands, careless of the d a m n i n g s in , 
K iss the B o o k , who ne'er looked w i t h i n . " 

P r o m p t p a y m e n t of our debts and qu i ck d is 
charge of our ob l igat ions are commanded i n 
verse 13 and here is where m a n y a r i c h m a n and 
some organizat ions f a l l down. "Thou shalt 
not defraud thy neighbor, neither rob him; the 
wages of him that is hired shall not abide with 
thee all night until the morning." H o w often 
is the case t h a t the wages of the laborer are 
kept back f o r weeks and months and sometimes 
years , while the f a m i l y dependents suffer the 
embarrassments and h u m i l i a t i o n s of p o v e r t y . 

Special considerations and provis ions f o r 
the afflicted are en jo ined in verse 14 and how 
can we e n j o y the blessings of holiness while 
these sufferers are a t our door? "Thou shalt 
not curse the deaf, nor put a stumbling block-
before the blind, but shalt fear thy God, I am 
the Lord." H o w o f ten d i d our L o r d unstop 
deaf ears and restore s ight t o b l i n d eyes and 
w i t h w h a t p i t } ' , cons iderat ion and p r o v i s i o n 
should we extend help t o those thus afflicted. 

I n verse 15 we f ind j u s t i c e advocated w i t h 
o u t d i s t inc t i ons of wealth or of p o v e r t y . "Ye 
shall do no unrighteousness; thou shalt not re
spect the person of the poor nor honour the 
person of the mighty; but in righteousness shalt 
thou judge the neighbor." H e r e we are p l a i n l y 
shown t h a t sent imental p i t y f o r the p o o r should 
n o t t h w a r t the claims of j u s t i c e and t h a t no 
m a n should use p o v e r t y as a screen; and 
equal ly we are shown t h a t servile courtesy t o 
the m i g h t y is subversive of j u s t i c e and t h a t a 
perf idious r i c h man is as g u i l t y a t r a i t o r as a 
perf idious p o o r man and t h a t neither s t a t i o n 
n o r purse should sway the balances o f j u s t i c e . 

A n d verse 16 str ikes home t o a l l of us, "Thou 
shalt not cfo up and down as a tale bearer a mong 
thy people." W h a t supreme value we should 
p u t u p o n a neighbor 's good name and w i t h 
w h a t j ea lousy should we g u a r d his r e p u t a t i o n ! 
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W e should silence every idle r u m o r about our 
ne ighbor and deny every slander aga ins t h i m . 
T h e Jews say t h a t one evil tongue h u r t s three 
persons, the speaker, the hearer and the one 
spoken aga inst . A n d our p o l i t i c i a n s m i g h t well 
remember the words o f G a y when he said " I 
hate the man who bui lds his name on the r u i n s 
o f another ' s f a m e . " A n d i t was James who 
sa id , "But the tongue can no man tame; it is 
an unruly member, full of deadly poison." 

A n d t o sum i t a l l u p , b o t h the demands o f 
social j u s t i c e and the a t t a i n m e n t of a s tate of 
holiness require the golden r u l e as i n the words 
o f our golden t e x t : "As ye would that men 
should do to you, do ye also to them." 

Report of the Committee on 
Nominations 

The po l l of the Committee on Nominations of 
the General Convention is now completed and i t 
reports the fo l lowing results: 

General Council (one minister and two laymen 
to be elected, the outgoing members not being 
eligible for reelection) : Rev. Louis G. 
Hoeck, M r . Charles N . Mason, H o n . A l l e n 
M . Stearne; 

Board of Managers of the Theological School 
( four to be elected) : Rev. John W . Stock-
we l l , Rev. Leonard I . T a f e l , M r . B . A . 
Whittemore, Rev. A r t h u r W i l d e ; 

Board of Home and Foreign Missions (three 
ministers and three laymen to be elected) : 
Rev. A lber t Diephuis, M r . Vincent M . Frost , 
M r . Hayden B . Johnson, M r . Oswin J . M i l l s , 
Rev. John W . Stockwell , Rev. A r t h u r W i l d e ; 

Committee on Nominations (one to be elected 
and the outgoing member ineligible for re
election) : Rev. Donald C. Gustafson of 
Ohio ; 

Augmentation Fund Committee: the outgoing 
members are renominated—Mr. Charles N . 
Mason, M r . John F . Seekamp, M r . Edward 
F . Wunsch; 

Trustees of the Building Fund: the outgoing 
members are renominated—Mr. Gideon Boe-
ricke, H o n . A l l en M . Stearne; 

Board of Trustees of the Pension Fund: the 
outgoing members are renominated—Rev. 
Charles W . Harvey , M r . Sylvanus A . John
son, M r s . Paul S p e r r y ; 

Trustees of the Orphan Fund: the outgoing 
members are renominated — Rev. F . R. 
Crownfield, M r . James P. Stif f . 

The Rev. John Daboll has expressed a desire 
not to be reelected to the Board of Managers of 
the Theological School and M r . J . M i l l a r Nico l 
desires not to have his name used again as a candi
date for membership on the Board of Home and 
Foreign Missions. 

Respectfully submitted, 
J O H N R. S W A N T O N , 

Chairman, Committee on Nominations. 

W h a t I O w e to Swedenborg 

1 S H A L L n o t be able t h r o u g h the e t e rna l 
ages, t o t e l l how much I owe t o the l i f e and 

teachings of the g r e a t Swedish Seer i n b r i n g i n g 
the knowledge a n d u n d e r s t a n d i n g of Jesus 
C h r i s t i n t o m y l i f e as m y own persona l saviour 
and f r i e n d so t h a t a t a l l times I can l ive w i t h 
the consciousness of the D i v i n e Presence. I t 
has been t o me a l i f e - l o n g search since, a t m y 
mother 's knee, I learned the simple p r a y e r , 
"Gent l e Jesus meek and m i l d , L o o k u p o n a 
l i t t l e c h i l d . " T h e C h u r c h t a u g h t me t o bow 
i n penitence a n d repeat the confession, " W e 
have sinned against t h y ho ly laws. W e have 
l e f t undone those th ings which we o u g h t to have 
done and have done those th ings we o u g h t n o t t o 
have done, and there is no h e a l t h i n u s . " T h i s 
repeated every S u n d a y , l e f t me w i t h a fee l ing 
of helplessness and hopelessness, f o r I f o u n d 
no way out . 

I n M e t h o d i s m I sought a w a y ; the p r e a c h 
i n g o f conversion and a new l i f e appealed t o 
m e ; forgiveness f o r a l l the p a s t and power t o 
become a new creature by the presence and 
power of Jesus C h r i s t i n m y l i f e as w r i t t e n i n 
" C h r i s t i a n P e r f e c t i o n " by J o h n Wesley made 
a deep impression on m y l i f e . Y e t these t h i n g s , 
admirab le as they were, d i d n o t give me the 
consciousness of a new l i f e where there is a lways 
the rea l Presence of the S p i r i t of the M a s t e r 
and the knowledge of l i f e on t w o planes, the 
n a t u r a l and the s p i r i t u a l . S a t i s f a c t i o n is a 
necessity i n l i f e , progress is a law which is p a r t 
of s p i r i t u a l existence i n a l i f e wh i ch has been 
regenerated. 

J o h n B u n i ' a n tells how he came u p o n a man 
named E v a n g e l i s t who, seeing his d i s t ress fu l 
s tate , a n d h e a r i n g his c r y , " W T h a t shal l I do 
t o be saved?" p o i n t i n g w i t h his finger over a 
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very wide f ield, sa id , " D o y o u see yonder s h i n i n g 
l i g h t ? " Psalm c x i x . 1 0 5 : " T h y w o r d is a l a m p 
u n t o m y feet . " H e repl ied , " I t h i n k I d o . " T h e n 
said E v a n g e l i s t , " K e e p t h a t l i g h t in thine eye 
and f o l l ow i t ; d i r e c t l y t h o u shalt see a g a t e 
a t which when t h o u knockest , i t sha l l be t o l d 
thee w h a t t h o u shalt d o . " T h i s p i c t u r e gives 
a very fine i l l u s t r a t i o n of the way i n which l i f e 
is r e f o rmed and regenerated. 

I n m y search f o r a l i fe where the desires of 
m y inmost soul w o u l d f ind complete sa t i s fa c t i on 
I read the records of the i m m o r t a l dreamer 
J o h n B u n y a n and s t a n d i n g w i t h h im when he 
saw a t the b e a u t i f u l gate of the celestial c i t y 
a g l impse of the beauties w i t h i n I cou ld no t 
b u t say w i t h h i m , " I wished mysel f among 
t h e m . " I am here, a c reature of e a r t h , a n d 
remembering t h a t repentance is the f i r s t step 
to a new l i fe I repeated the simple words of the 
p o e t : 

"Repentance is to leave the sin we loved before 
And show that we arc in earnest grieved by doing so 

no more." 

I t is something t h a t a man shuns evils as 
sins against God and realizes the necessity of 
a complete change in l i f e . Be fore t h a t s tate 
is reached where there is no sin in the l i fe be
cause there is no desire i n the w i l l there must 
be a complete t r a n s f o r m a t i o n , an absolute sur 
render of a l l t o Jesus as L o r d and K i n g . 

" T h e p a t h of the j u s t is as the sh in ing l i g h t 
t h a t shineth more and more u n t o the per fec t 
d a y , " so said the wise man i n ancient days , and 
i t has been given t o us t o - d a y to realize the 
beauties, the j o y s , the g lor ies , of t h a t p a t h w a y . 

T h e r e is no t one o f our w r i t e r s since the t ime 
when our L o r d l ived on e a r t h who has been 
able t o show so v i v i d l y how the n a t u r a l and 
the s p i r i t u a l , the h u m a n and the div ine , can 
be realized as one i n l i f e here and now, 
as does Emanue l Swedenborg. I n clear and 
concise language he tells us of his conversion 
and the w a y in which his m i n d was opened t o 
the recept ion of heavenly t r u t h s . 

H o w t o be able to overcome evil i n l i f e , th i s 
was the one t h i n g I had n o t ye t succeeded i n 
do ing . H o w to get beyond the place where I 
am always r e p e a t i n g the confession. " W h e n 
I would do good evil is a lways present . " 

I n psycho logy I f o u n d the t each ing of the 
power of the h u m a n w i l l , o f m i n d over m a t t e r , 

ye t I h a d not reached the state where I cou ld 
realize i n m y inmost being a peace beyond a l l 
e a r t h l y conf l i c t . I n Swedenborg's w r i t i n g s I 
f ound how he h a d f o u n d t h a t peace when he 
wr i t es , 

"Safe in the arms of Jesus, 
Safe from corroding care" 

" I leave it all with Jesus day by day; 
Faith can firmly trust Him, come what may; 
Hope lias dropped her anchor, found her rest 
I n the calm sure haven of His breast." 

T o realize the power t o overcome and to be 
v i c to r i ous over every t e m p t a t i o n came t o me 
as I f o u n d t h a t t h o u g h t must have i t s back
g r o u n d , i t s mot ive power , i t s c o n t r o l l i n g force. 
I n Swedenborg there is the g r e a t e terna l p r i n 
ciple of a f fect ion , mot ive , desire, behind a l l 
t h o u g h t . 

T o be born of the s p i r i t is t o know i n t e r i o r l y 
t h a t Jesus died and lives aga in i n the n a t u r a l , 
the in te l l e c t , the m e n t a l , the r a t i o n a l , the rea 
soning p a r t of me becomes subord inate to the 
s p i r i t u a l , the Jesus i n m e ; then " I am c r u c i 
fied w i t h H i m , nevertheless I l i ve , ye t n o t I b u t 
Jesus lives i n me . " 

I t is j u s t by w h a t I am affected which m a t 
ters . When Jesus reigns supreme i n me I am 
affected on ly by H i m . M o t i v e s , desires, 
t h o u g h t s , are c o n t r o l l e d by a super ior power . 
Never shal l I f o r g e t how this u n f o l d i n g came 
t o me t h r o u g h the r e a d i n g of Swedenborg's 
w r i t i n g s . I have called w i t h countless numbers 
of fr iends of a l l k inds of belief, or of no belief 
a t a l l , and almost i n v a r i a b l y they t u r n t o me 
w i t h the answer " Y o u r way of l i v i n g is a d m i r 
able but i t cannot de done here on e a r t h . " I 
can only say t h i s : when one has f o u n d Jesus 
as the center o f l i f e there is no desire and con
sequently no t h o u g h t f o r evi l . H e so fills m y 
l i f e t h a t the inner rules the outer and I am b o r n 
of God . W h a t e v e r be the outer condit ions 
a r o u n d me I shall never lose my desire t o give 
t o others w h a t Jesus has g iven me and t o p r o 
c la im w h a t I owe t o Swedenborg and his l i f e 
and w r i t i n g s . 

I S A I A H W I L C O X . 

Affirmation 
O U R H E L P I S I N T H E N A M E O F T H E L O R D , 

W H O M A D E H E A V E N A N D E A R T H . — P s . exxiv. 8. 
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M i s s i o n a r y M e t h o d s 
By Walter Brown M u r r a y 

IN' previous art ic les I have t r i e d t o show the 
t r u e ob ject ive of miss ionary w o r k , namely , 

t o develop the l i f e of heaven i n the soul by 
b r i n g i n g people i n t o personal v i t a l contact 
w i t h the L o r d Jesus C h r i s t as the only God of 
heaven and e a r t h and so have them come o u t 
of t h e i r inher i t ed and acqu i red evil selfhood 
i n t o heavenly charac ter . W e saw i n a l a t e r 
a r t i c l e t h a t the d i s t r i b u t i o n of the books of 
Swedenborg, no t as an end in i tse l f b u t as a 
means t o an end, was of v i t a l help in b r i n g i n g 
men to a p r o p e r knowledge of the L o r d and H i s 
r e l i g i o n . T h i s applies to c o l l a t e r a l w r i t i n g s as 
wel l . 

T h e n we studied the lecture method of reach
i n g the w o r l d and saw t h a t while i t had been 
indispensable in the w o r l d o f the past t o -day 
i t cou ld no t compete w i t h the r a d i o i n g a i n i n g 
the a t t e n t i o n of the busy w o r l d of our day . 
T h e advantage of the rad io is t h a t i t reaches 
i n t o mi l l ions of homes and secures the a t t e n t i o n 
of people who would not dream of a t t e n d i n g 
pub l i c lectures r e q u i r i n g special dressing and a 
t r y i n g j o u r n e y to some center more o r less d i s 
t a n t and often under the condit ions of u n f a v o r 
able weather. W i t h the rad io one does not 
have to make u p his o r her m i n d whether he 
or she w o u l d l ike t o hear a Swedenborgian lec
t u r e ; the lecture floats i n t o the r o o m as i f by 
magic and one finds himself l i s t en ing whether 
he w i l l o r no , and i f the voice is p leasing and 
the message alive w i t h interest one finds h i m 
self interested i n sp i te o f possible previous 
pre jud ices . T h u s the rad io lecture inexpress
i b l y surpasses the o ld lecture method in reach
i n g thousands , o r tens of thousands , who would 
n o t otherwise have heard the message at a l l . 
A n d in cost , as expensive as r a d i o broadcas t 
i n g is, cons ider ing the number reached by radio 
i n compar ison w i t h the o ld lecture method , one 
reaches by radio a thousand where the f o rmer 
method reached on ly five, or possibly two or 
three . 

P e r m i t me t o say a f t e r years of experience i n 
publ i c l ec ture w o r k and also in b r o a d c a s t i n g 
t h a t there is no other channel of r each ing m a n 

k i n d comparable t o the r a d i o . I f , as Sweden
b o r g says, the a r t of p r i n t i n g and the d i f fus ion 
of knowledge thereby was chiefly f o r the sake 
of g e t t i n g the Bib le and i t s message i n t o c i r 
c u l a t i o n , the r a d i o is f o r the purpose o f g i v i n g 
the servants of o u r L o r d o p p o r t u n i t y to reach 
H i s ch i ldren w i t h H i s new u n d e r s t a n d i n g of 
r e l i g i o n , which we may well c a l l T h e T r u e C h r i s 
t i a n R e l i g i o n , and thereby p r e p a r i n g them f o r 
t h e i r predest ined l i f e as angels of H i s heaven. 

I have o f ten wondered at the blindness of our 
own people t o the o p p o r t u n i t i e s af forded us by 
b roadcas t ing , r ea l i z ing t h a t we could do more 
w i t h one h u n d r e d do l lars expended i n r a d i o 
w o r k t h a n by a thousand do l lars expended i n 
a n y other w a y ; b u t I have come t o the conc lu
sion t h a t our people are very much l ike those 
who when the steamboat and the r a i l w a y t r a i n 
were first operated , and a thousand other mod 
ern i n s t r u m e n t a l i t i e s of progress i n our w o r l d , 
f e l t secure i n the belief t h a t these new methods 
m i g h t be of value, but relied u p o n the old ways 
of g e t t i n g about and d o i n g t h i n g s . T h e w o r l d 
moves on , b u t i t has always the oppos i t i on of 
those who c l i n g to the o ld and find themselves 
hesi tant to t r y t h e new. 

L e t me demonstrate the t r u t h of w h a t I 
have j u s t said. Some years ago I succeeded i n 
g e t t i n g the members of the C a l i f o r n i a Assoc ia
t i o n assembled in San Franc i s co t o become en
thus ias t i c over the possibi l i t ies of broadcast 
i n g . I had boon b r o a d c a s t i n g over Los Angeles 
stat ions chiefly on psycholog ica l subjects and I 
saw a g rea t o p p o r t u n i t y f o r us. M r . E . H . 
N u t t e r , of San Franc i s co , an enthusiast ic New 
C h u r c h m a n , h a d spent $600 f o r six months ad 
v e r t i s i n g in p r o m i n e n t local newspapers t o se
cure the d i s t r i b u t i o n of Swedenborg's works . 
H i s exper iment m i g h t be said t o have been a 
t o t a l f a i l u r e , as the inquiries, were so few as to 
be negl igible . W i t h his cooperat ion the C a l i 
f o r n i a Assoc iat ion raised $1 ,000 f o r me t o u n 
der take t o broadcast Swedenborg's books over 
a s t a t i o n in San Franc isco and one i n Los A n 
geles s imul taneous ly , called a hook -up . T h e 
cond i t i on was made t h a t the B o a r d of H o m e 
and F o r e i g n Miss ions , o r the A u g m e n t a t i o n 
F u n d , should c o n t r i b u t e a l ike amount . 

T h i s b r o a d c a s t i n g cont inued f o r a year and 
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a h a l f w i t h the resul t t h a t thousands o f v o l 
umes of the miss i onary ed i t i on of Swedenborg 
were sold at 12 cents each. T h e n the money 
gave out and the condit ions of the times made 
i t impossible t o cont inue a i d . Nevertheless the 
l o ca l s t a t i o n i n L o s Angeles over which I had 
been b r o a d c a s t i n g , r e a l i z i n g t h a t m y t a l k was 
so p o p u l a r a f e a t u r e , secur ing thousands o f 
responses, gave me f o r a n a d d i t i o n a l year and a 
ha l f free t ime , represent ing a very considerable 
sum i f we had p a i d f o r i t . As a resu l t of 
t h a t three years ' campa ign over the r a d i o we 
sold over 20,000 copies of the Swedenborg 
books a t 12 cents each and I personal ly came 
i n t o c ontac t w i t h thousands of people. 

T h e c o m p l a i n t was made t h a t I d i d n o t get 
members i n t o o u r l o ca l o r g a n i z a t i o n . T h a t 
was one reason l a t e r g iven f o r w i t h h o l d i n g a i d . 
T h e r e are a number of reasons why this was 
n o t done, one of which is t h a t i t is n o t easily 
possible t o t a k e people u t t e r l y unacqua inted 
w i t h o u r new t h o u g h t o f r e l i g i on and lead them 
i n t o membership i n a t o t a l l y d i f ferent k i n d of 
religious o r g a n i z a t i o n t h a n they had ever 
k n o w n before where t ime is required t o ac
q u a i n t them w i t h the new i n f o r m a t i o n and new 
concept of l i f e . Per fec t cooperat ion on the 
p a r t of the l o c a l body is required t o take care 
of those only d i m l y , or vaguely , interested i n a 
new r e l i g i o n . O u r re l ig ious t h o u g h t opens u p 
a new w o r l d f o r people and requires t ime a n d 
p a t i e n t cooperat ion t o lead them i n t o per f e c t 
a d j u s t m e n t . 

B u t hundreds of thousands were h e a r i n g f o r 
the f i r s t t ime of Swedenborg and his views o f 
the f u t u r e l i f e a n d of his view of the D i v i n e 
Providence and thousands became sincerely i n 
terested. M a n y of course d i d no more t h a n 
glance over the books, b u t vast numbers read 
them and began t o sense t h a t a new re l i g i on 
was in the w o r l d . I t r i e d t o reach every p u r 
chaser b} ' f o l l o w - u p w o r k and m y l i t t l e m a g a 
zine Victory c i r c u l a t e d among very m a n y o f 
them and m a n y became subscribers to i t . 
C h u r c h s u p p o r t of t h a t per i od i ca l l ikewise 
fa i l ed , a l t h o u g h i t went t o so many people who 
h a d been interested over the r a d i o ; i t likewise 
went t o 240 p u b l i c l i b r a r i e s i n th i s c o u n t r y 
where i t was u n d o u b t e d l y read by m a n y every 
m o n t h . 

I have t r i e d i n v a i n t o o b t a i n f u r t h e r s u p p o r t 
o f r a d i o w o r k , a l t h o u g h no o ther e f f o r t ever 
made reached so m a n y people. T o r a three-
months ' p e r i o d the Swedenborg F o u n d a t i o n 
helped me t o broadcast over a very smal l local 
s t a t i o n . T h e y spent a t o t a l o f $130 . 

A Riverside par i shoner helped me l a t e r f o r 
a six months ' p e r i o d c o n t r i b u t i n g possibly $100 . 
A n o t h e r loca l f r i e n d c o n t r i b u t e d $5 m o n t h l y t o 
t h a t w o r k . T h e B o a r d of Missions c o n t r i b u t e d 
$40 . T h i s is a l l the help t h a t I have been able 
t o secure. Y e t every week I hear o f people 
who have heard me and have asked me to let 
them know i f I ever broadcast aga in . F a n c y 
any o f our ministers h a v i n g a Sunday congre
g a t i o n o f a thousand people ! One m a n y times 
t h a t size can be obta ined w i t h on ly a f r a c t i o n 
of the cost o f s u p p o r t i n g a c h u r c h . W i t h sup 
p o r t I could have a B ib le class of thousands 
who would he induc ted i n t o the s p i r i t u a l sense 
of the W o r d . I n w h a t o ther w a y cou ld this be 
done? O u r teachings f r o m the L o r d , which are 
v e r i t a b l y the New Jerusalem descending f r o m 
God o u t of heaven, could be given to men i n 
such a way as t o be received by thousands, 
s lowly perhaps , b u t sure ly , f o r the w o r l d is 
h u n g r y f o r a new u n d e r s t a n d i n g of r e l i g i o n , 
one t h a t satisfies the head and del ights the 
h e a r t . 

A s I look out u p o n the w o r l d about us I see 
seven classes o f people t h a t we are t o t r y defi
n i t e l y to reach. T h e f i r s t class is the ch i ldren . 
W e must t r y t o p l a n t s tandards i n t h e i r minds 
and hearts t h a t w i l l influence them f o r t ime 
and f o r e t e r n i t y . R a d i o t a l k s would help t r e 
mendously i n d o i n g t h i s . A second class is 
the y o u n g people, the y o u t h of o u r d a y . T h e y 
need s tandards of l i f e , i n m a r r i a g e , i n conduct , 
i n a h u n d r e d ways , and a re l i g i on t h a t is r a 
t i o n a l and ye t satisfies the hear t . T h e re l i g i on 
o f the past does not sa t i s fy them. R a d i o 
t a l k s w o u l d help them. T h e n a t h i r d class is 
the adul ts of our way of t h i n k i n g . T h e y need 
i n s t r u c t i o n in our teachings and broader ideas 
o f r e l i g i on t h a n merely "Swedenborg ian i sm, " 
sectar ianism. A f o u r t h class is the prod iga l s 
o f our w o r l d , those who have gone a s t r a y and 
need t o be encouraged to come back t o t he i r 
H e a v e n l y F a t h e r . T h i s w o u l d mean a d i re c t 

(Continued on page 261) 
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R a i n y D a y s 

AS I sat a t my desk and took u p my f o u n 
t a i n pen to w r i t e th i s page I looked 

t h r o u g h the window and saw the r a i n f a l l i n g 
s tead i ly . R a i n or snow had fal len almost con
t i n u o u s l y f o r f o u r day*. M y f i rs t impulse was 
to say, " W h a t beast ly w e a t h e r ! " I wasn ' t a t 
a l l pleased w i t l i i t . A week ear l ier m y garden 
had been g a y w i t h flowers, crocus, arahis , da f 
fodils and f o r s y t h i a . T h i s week most of them 
had been bur i ed under eight inches of snow. So 
I felt impelled t o say, " W h a t beast ly w e a t h e r ! " 
A t t h a t moment another t h o u g h t came i n t o my 
m i n d . I remembered a v e r y ho t week i n J u l y 
o f las t y e a r , when the t e m p e r a t u r e hovered 
a r o u n d a hundred and when the most accept
able t h i n g on e a r t h was a glass o f ice cold 
water . 

I t is the r a i n o f w in t e r and s p r i n g t h a t makes 
possible the coo l ing , r e f resh ing d r i n k in J u l y . 
T h e snow and the r a i n of w in t e r make possible 
the f r u i t and g r a i n of the next summer and 
a u t u m n . I s t i l l looked t h r o u g h the window a t 
the r a i n bu t no longer d i d I t h i n k i t was a 
beastly day . I n i m a g i n a t i o n I saw field* of 
w a v i n g c o r n , v ineyards of p u r p l e grapes , o r 
chards of * m i l i n g f r u i t . I came t o the conc lu
sion t h a t the L o r d knows more about the 
weather t h a n I do , and any sor t of d a y H e 
sends ought t o be good enough f o r me. I was 
ready to say w i t h the psa lmis t , " T h o u visitest 
the e a r t h a n d waterest i t . . . . T h o u makest i t 
so f t w i t h showers . . . T h o u crownest the year 
w i t h T h y goodness; and T h y paths d r o p f a t 
ness." 

A l l sunshine would t u r n the w o r l d i n t o a 

desert. T h e L o r d knows more about the 
weather t h a n I do. H e knows what is good f or 
the w o r l d and f o r m a n k i n d . H e never sends " a 
beastly d a y . " 

T h e r e is another lesson we can l e a r n f r o m 
r a i n y days . I t is t h i s : near ly every blessing 
i n h u m a n l i f e demands e f f o r t , self d isc ip l ine , 
self den ia l . I have read of a boy i n P o l a n d 
who p r a c t i c e d on the p iano f o u r hours a day . 
W h i l e his schoolmates were p l a y i n g in the fields 
this boy was p r a c t i c i n g scales. M o s t o f us 
would ca l l i t a very monotonous task . B u t 
t h a t boy grew u p to be Paderewski , the w o r l d -
famous p i a n i s t . I cou ld give y o u many other 
examples. 

" T h e heights by grea t men won a n d k e p t 
W e r e n o t a t t a i n e d by sudden f l i g h t , 
B u t they , while th e i r companions s lept , 
W e r e t o i l i n g u p w a r d t h r o u g h the n i g h t . " 

H a r d w o r k , i n t e l l i g e n t l y a p p l i e d , br ings a h a r 
vest o f accomplishment i n l a t e r years . L a b o r i 
ous days are necessary t o a l l who wish to he 
d is t inguished by g r e a t achievements. N o man 
is b o r n g r e a t , b u t v e r y m a n y are b o r n w i t h 
possibi l i t ies o f greatness. A n d those who a p p l y 
themselves t o w o r k w i n a g r e a t success. 

I t is the same in the re l ig ious l i f e . T o win 
t o angelhood requires t h a t we sha l l p rac t i se 
obedience, se l f -denial , s e l f - c ontro l . N o one is 
b o r n a s a i n t ; bu t every one has the possibi l i t ies 
o f sa in tsh ip . V i r t u e must be won. T h e l i f e o f 
obedience is sometimes h a r d , b u t i t bears a won
d e r f u l harvest . T h e conquest of s in i n y o u t h 
means l ong years of happiness. I t means also 
the j o y o u s usefulness of i m m o r t a l l i f e . H a r d 
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days o f d isc ip l ine lead to g l a d days of r e j o i c 
i n g . T h e on ly bad days are our selfish days . 
A l l others min i s te r t o o u r s p i r i t u a l g r o w t h . 
T h e y help t o w a r d s the harvest o f l i f e . 

Missionary Methods 
(Continued from page 259) 

rel igious appeal to repent , t o confess one's 
sins, t o t u r n away f r o m t h e m , t o t u r n t o the 
L o r d Jesus C h r i s t , and t o surrender w h o l l y t o 
H i m . T h i s can be done w o n d e r f u l l y wel l over 
the r a d i o . T h e n there is a f i f t h class. Those 
o f other churches and o ther f orms of belief, 
who are n o t satisfied w i t h w h a t h a d been given 
them b y the church . M a n y of us were once i n 
t h a t class. A s i x t h class is those confirmed i n 
old beliefs, who are v e r y h a r d t o reach, and 
ye t the w r i t e r was once i n t h a t class. A sev
enth class is those who have no r e l i g i o n , who 
are opposed to r e l i g i o n . T h e y m a y n o t be 
" p r o d i g a l s " i n the common u n d e r s t a n d i n g : 
they m a y be " respec tab le " i n l i v i n g and general 
conduct . T h e y need the L o r d . 

A l l o f these seven classes can be reached 
over the r a d i o , and most of them in no other 
way. Sha l l we w i t h h o l d our help? 

T h u s f a r I have given o n l y m y own e x p e r i 
ence over the r a d i o . B u t we a l l know t h a t m y 
experience on the Pacif ic coast has been d u p l i 
cated i n m a n y ways i n o ther sections o f our 
c o u n t r y . I wish t h a t I m i g h t be able t o dedi 
cate another a r t i c l e to those who have b r o a d 
cast o u r t r u t h s , men l ike the Rev. J o h n W . 
Stockwel l , the Rev. H i r a m V r o o m a n , the Rev. 
A r t h u r W i l d e , the Rev. Jedediah E d g e r t o n , the 
Rev. H a r o l d Gusta f son , the Rev. Charles W . 
H a r v e y , the Rev. L o u i s G. H o e c k , b u t the l i s t 
is l o n g . L e t us remember t h a t i t is o u r d u t y 
t o give t o men the t r u t h s t h a t others have 
shared w i t h us, t o " g o i n t o a l l the w o r l d and 
preach the Gospel t o every c r e a t u r e . " W e 
can do g r e a t th ings i f we w i l l on ly w o r k w i t h 
G o d . 

Charity Defined 
E V E R Y man who looks to the L o r d and shuns 

evils as sins, i f he sincerely, j u s t l y and f a i t h f u l l y 
performs the works that belong to his office and 
employment, becomes a form of c h a r i t y . — ( C . v i i . ) 

Dr. Walter Marshall Horton of Oberlin 
College Speaks in New York 

The weather on the evening of A p r i l the 8th 
was most unpropitious but very nearly one hundred 
persons gathered i n the auditorium of The Church 
of the Neighbor on that n ight upon invi tat ion of 
the Swedenborg Publ ishing Association to hear an 
address on Swedenborg by D r . Walter Marsha l l 
H o r t o n , Fa irch i ld Professor of Theology at Ober
l i n College. This meeting was arranged as a con
tr ibut ion to the two hundred and fiftieth anniver
sary of the b i r t h of Swedenborg and those who 
gathered for the occasion came from a l l parts of 
the metropolitan distr ict . There was a consider
able group from Orange, including the Rev. A l b e r t 
Diephuis, and representatives of Paterson and 
Scarsdale. M r . E. H . Nut te r of San Francisco 
was also i n the audience. The program of the eve
ning included the rendering of the anniversary 
cantata composed by D r . Rollo W . Mai t land of 
Philadelphia. This was given by the Choir of 
The Church of the Neighbor under the direction 
of Winslow Cheney. M r . Charles T . Cushman 
acted as reader. Robert A l f r e d Shaw, President 
of the Swedenborg Publishing Association served 
as Chairman of the meeting and gave a br ie f sketch 
of the work of the Publishing Association. He 
introduced the Rev. W i l l i a m F . Wunsch, who i n 
t u r n presented D r . H o r t o n . D r . Horton 's ad
dress was listened to w i th great interest. I t w i l l 
be p u t i n pamphlet f orm for distr ibution at the 
forthcoming meeting of the General Convention. 
A t the conclusion of the address l i ght refreshments 
were served i n the Parish rooms, and a l l had an 
opportunity to meet the speaker of the evening. 
A n exhibit of the manuscripts and original editions 
of Swedenborg w i t h other items of interest a t 
tracted much attention. Late in the afternoon 
specially invited guests greeted D r . H o r t o n i n 
formal ly i n the minister's study. Later he was 
entertained at dinner at the home of M r . Robert 
A l f r e d Shaw w i t h several of the ministers of 
Brook lyn Heights among the guests. 

F R O M OUR R E A D E R S 

To the Edi tor of the M E S S E N G E R : 
This is a reply to M r . Odey who explained, i n . 

your March 16th issue, what is wrong w i t h the 
New Church. There are others, M r . Odey w i l l be 
glad to know, who feel that the New Church should 
take up the cudgel for social reform. Surely our 
Church should exert an influence i n this direction 
(and who can be certain that i t does not? ) , but I , 
for one, th ink that such an influence is not to be 
exerted i n the way which M r . Odey suggests. 
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H e says " T h e New Church should take its stand 
on these things . " B u t who would determine what 
this stand should be? I n our Church-membership 
are hundreds of people from al l walks of l i f e , rep
resenting many stages of intelligence and develop
ment. Some are capital ists ; some are laborers. 
Some have good educations; some have not. Some 
have seen much of the w o r l d ; some have seen l i t t l e . 
A l l these people have i n common one t h i n g — a n i n 
terest i n what the New Church teaches. This i n 
terest is what binds them together into a denom
inational organization. Although as individuals 
they may not understand New-Church teachings 
w i t h equal c lar i ty , they nevertheless agree in their 
general beliefs about God, the Bible , regeneration, 
l i fe after death, marriage, and so f o r th . 

B u t in matters of re forming our present social 
and economic order, they do not agree at a l l . A n d 
how is the Church to determine any course of ac
t ion except through its body of members? Hence 
i t is easy to see what would become of our church 
organization i f i t were to attempt to enter the 
battlefield of social re form. Some members of our 
Church are for Roosevelt, others against. Some 
are for capital ism; some are for socialism. Some 
believe i n legalizing b i r t h control and steri l iza
t i o n ; others do not. Thus, should the Church en
deavor to sponsor definite points of view, its v a r i 
ous members would speedily arrive at swords' 
points, and there would be no New-Church organi
zation le f t . M r . Odey says, "have they ever ad
vocated the renunciation of aggressive war fare?" 
For his information, the answer is yes. Resolu
tions f or this have been proposed time and again, 
on the floors of Convention and Conference. Cer
ta in ly a l l New-Churchmen believe that war should 
be abolished. But some are firmly convinced that 
this can be done solely through disarmament, while 
others feel that heavy armament is the only sure 
preventive. H o w , then, can the Church as an 
organization take a stand ? 

M r . Odey quotes the Bible to uphold his view
point that the mere teaching of spir i tual truths 
does no good to the "wrecked human machine." 
Such is the omniscience of the Bible that one can 
find quotations therein to i l lustrate a l l points of 
view. One could also quote, for instance, "Take 
no thought, saying What shall we eat? or What 
shall we dr ink? or wherewithal shall wc be clothed? 
. . . B u t seek ye first the Kingdom of God, and 
his righteousness; and a l l these things shall be 
added unto you." 

To say that " the New Church is so other
wor ld ly that i t spends its time gazing fondly up to 
heaven and disdains to bother itself about social 
r e f o r m " is l ike saying " H a r v a r d Univers i ty is so 
scholarly that i t spends its time gazing at books 
and disdains to bother about social re form. " H a r 
vard was never meant to exist for social r e f o r m ; 
i t is an institute of learning, and its sole function 

is to teach. Nobody would dream of expecting 
H a r v a r d to go prancing to the batt lefront of so
cial reform. Likewise our Church—or any church 
—exists as the means of perpetuating those doc
trines which make i t a distinct religious body. Its 
function is to teach, according to its own l ight . 
This does not mean that the Church, therefore, is 
not interested i n social reform. I t does mean that 
there is no reason to expect the Church to fight 
the battles of social re form. The Church's influ
ence is upon its members, and it is these members 
—as individuals—who must improve society. A 
social system is as good as the individuals of whom 
i t is comprised; and a perfect social order depends 
entirely upon personal regeneration. Personal re
generation is motivated by personal religious con
victions, and i t is the Church who must make these 
personal convictions strong enough to exert an i n 
fluence. The Church could shout u n t i l i t was 
black in the face, "We are against W a r ! We are 
against Unemployment ! " and what effect would i t 
have? None ; because everyone would expect a 
church to be against such things. B u t i f the 
Church can teach you and me what regenerate 
l i v i n g is, and why i t is desirable, something is ac
complished, because we shall then want to perform 
some definite use in the social order. There are 
countless organizations through which we can do 
this , and much more effectively than through a 
religious body whose members are united only by 
theological concepts. 

I n its doctrine of the Grand M a n , the New 
Church has the best answer I have ever seen to 
the problems of social and economic existence. I f 
the wor ld understood and acted according to this 
doctrine, our troubles would be over. The New 
Church has always taught and upheld the doctrine 
of the Grand M a n , yet people s t i l l t h i n k that our 
Church has nothing to say about the social system. 
Possibly i t is the doctrinal aspect which confuses 
people. I t is strange that in the New Church there 
is such an antagonism to the word "doctr ine." As 
i f doctrines were some sort of b itter medicine, 
people complain that the New Church does noth
ing but hand out doctrine, and that they are not 
interested in doctr ine—what they want is action. 
This viewpoint is as logical as i t would be for 
someone to go to medical school, listen to lectures 
on the human body, and then say, " B u t I ' m not 
interested in learning about the human body; I 
want to cut out an appendix." Action is pointless 
unless i t is based upon thought and knowledge. 
New-Church doctrines arc nothing more nor less 
than knowledge, without which we should cease to 
exist as a church. I t is the Church's j ob to give 
this knowledge to us ( i n an interesting, helpful 
way, to be s u r e ) — i t is our j o b to use i t . 

M r . Odey implies, however, that we should al l 
use i t in the same way, for the same purposes— 
"to cr i t i c ize" for instance "the present capitalistic, 
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profit -seeking s y s t e m . " I am sure that I am i n 
terested i n reforms w h i c h would not interest M r . 
O d e y , as he is concerned w i t h problems w h i c h 
would not a p p e a l to me. T h e r e f o r e it is useless 
for either of us to t r y to coerce the other, in the 
name of the N e w C h u r c h in which we both h a p p e n 
to be interested. T h e sensible thing is for us to 
learn a l l that we c a n , from our C h u r c h , as to w h a t 
constitutes a regenerate society. T h e n M r . O d e y 
c a n go his w a y , I c a n go mine , e x e r t i n g our i n 
fluence where wc w i l l , fighting in our own w a l k s 
of l ife to make environment w h a t it should be a c 
cording to N e w - C h u r c h s t a n d a r d s . T h u s , although 
our paths m a y be s e p a r a t e , we are w o r k i n g to
gether for N e w - C h u r c h i d e a l s ; and the N e w 
C h u r c h , through us a n d without antagoniz ing 
either of us , is r e a c h i n g out into the w o r l d a n d 
quiet!v but sure lv m a k i n g its m a r k . 

G . D . M A C K . 

T o T H E E D I T O R O F T H E M E S S E N G E R : 

I was interested in the art ic le by J a c k W . O d e y , 
J r . , in the issue of M a r c h 16, and in your editorial 
comments. A point of much significance is r a i s e d . 
B u t for the sake of the best resu l t s , I hope it 
w i l l not be conceived as a demand of youth vs . a 
bold-back attitude of some who are older. S u c h 
knowledge as I have of the c h u r c h body leads me 
to doubt that any age group as such is essentia l ly 
more r a d i c a l or more conservative than another. 
C e r t a i n l y there are individuals of p r a c t i c a l l y every 
age set t ing who feel that the C h u r c h might w e l l 
give more direct attention to the religious prob
lems involved i n our exis t ing social order. T h e i n 
dispensably d y n a m i c qual i ty of youth , j o i n e d with 
w h a t others c a n give out of earnest studv a n d 
convict ion , ought to get us somewhere in the a p 
proach to social questions. I am not even rcmotc lv 
suggest ing that such an effort be made m c r e l v safe , 
or smothered with " g u i d a n c e . " B u t there is need 
for an al l - together p r o g r a m , with a place for e v e r y 
one who is r e a l l y concerned about the matter. 

A s a suggestion, how about a symposium in T H E 
M E S S E N G E R from C h u r e h people of e v e r v age 
group and situation? T h e value of such a d i s c u s 
sion would sure lv outweigh anv possible r i sk of 
our b e i n g exposed to " p r o p a g a n d a . " 

E A R L C . H A M I L T O N . 

NEWS OF THE CHURCH 

B O S T O N 
The second annual Ladies' Night of the Men's Fellow

ship will take place in the vestry of the Boston church 
on Wednesday evening, April 20th. beginning with sup
per at 6:30 o'clock. The main feature of the program 
will be colored moving-pictures of Europe, shown by 

Mr. Howard C. Ness, interspersed with music. These 
films, which are loaned by M. I . T . , were taken last year 
by a group of students chosen to study European in
dustries. 

I L L I N O I S A S S O C I A T I O N 
The Illinois Association of the New Jerusalem will 

meet in St. Paul, Minn., on Saturday and Sunday, Apr i l 
23rd and 24th. This is the first time that the Association 
has met in St. Paul and it is hoped that there will be a 
large attendance at the meetings. 

A L a r g e r F i e l d 
By a Minister 

1 
T h e t o w n w a s s m a l l . I c r a v e d a l a r g e r field 

to see m o r e — b e m o r e , i n t h e g r e a t w o r l d ' s l i fe . 
B u t n o ! t h e l a r g e r field w a s n o t f o r me. 

Y e a r s d r a g g e d ; a n d t h e n t h e t u r n i n g wheel 
c a u g h t me, a n d p u t me d o w n i n t h e g r e a t c i t y ' s 
m i d s t . I l i v e d now t h a t I ' d r e a c h e d t h e l a r g e r 
field. 

2 
Y e a r s s p e d ; a n d t h e n t h e t u r n i n g wheel bore 

me b a c k to t h e s m a l l d u l l t o w n . " A l i v i n g 
d e a t h " s a i d I . B u t G o d k n e w b e s t ! H e a l w a y s 
does . I n t h a t d u l l t o w n I f o u n d m y l a r g e r field 
o n f a r m , i n v i l l a g e , i n m e t r o p o l i s , t h e b e s t i n 
m a n l ives not o n h u s k s a l o n e . 

3 
W h a t e v e r c r a m p s y o u r l i f e — w h a t e v e r m i n e , 

t h e f r e e r l i fe i s n o t b e l o w ; ' t i s in " A l a r g e 
u p p e r r o o m f u r n i s h e d a n d p r e p a r e d ' ' (Mark 
x i v . 1 5 , Psalms x x x i . 8 ) . S h u t in b y c i r c u m 
s t a n c e , w h a t e ' e r i t be , a s c e n d t o t h e " l a r g e 
u p p e r r o o m " in y o u a l l " f u r n i s h e d a n d p r e 
p a r e d . " I t is y o u r h e a v e n . 

CALENDAR 

M a y 1. 
Second Sunday after Easter 

T H E R I S E N L O R D 
S e l . 3 5 : " T h e L o r d is my l i g h t . " 
L e s s o n I . N u m . x x i . 
Responsive S e r v i c e V . T h e B l e s s i n g s , or Anthem 

X X I , B . W . , p. 3 7 2 : " N o w is come the s a l 
v a t i o n . " 

Lesson I I . M a t t , v i , to v. 18. 
G l o r i a , Benedictus and F a i t h . 
H y m n s ( M a g . ) 183 : " T h e D a y of R e s u r r e c t i o n . " 

189 : " T o C h r i s t , the P r i n c e of P e a c e . " 
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The Augmentation Fund 
S T A N D S F O R T H R E E V I T A L T H I N G S : 

1. The Encouragement and Assistance of Weak Societies 
2. Reasonable and Reliable Support for Ministers 
3. Help in Supporting Students for the Ministry 

T o Maintain and E x t e n d I t s W o r k I t 

Needs Your Support 
T o those who think of making a bequest to the Fund, the Treasurer will be pleased to 

furnish suitable forms and to give any advice that may be asked. A s State laws with 
regard to wills vary, local counsel in the State of the testator should finally be consulted. 
Make checks payable to A L B E R T P . C A R T E R , Treasurer , and send all correspondence 

to him at 511 B A R R I S T E R S H A L L , B O S T O N 9, M A S S . 

U R B A N A J U N I O R C O L L E G E 
of the General Convention 

Preliminary work for L i b e r a l Arts , A g r i 
culture, Dentistry, L a w , Theology, Medicine, 
Pharmacy, Education and Engineering. Special 
courses also in the study of the Word and the 
Writings. Freshmen and Sophomore years. 
For information address, 

Rev . Russel l Eaton , President 
Urbana, Ohio 

Commemoration Edition 
S W E D E N B O R G , 

L I F E AND T E A C H I N G 
B y George Trobridge 

U s e t h i s book d u r i n g the present ce lebrat ion of the 
250th A n n i v e r s a r y of S w e d e n b o r g ' s b i r t h to introduce 
h i m to new r e a d e r s . A book of 3'43 pages, h a n d s o m e l y 
bound in Bend- l imp i m i t a t i o n leather c o v e r s , gilt letter
i n g , r o u n d e d c o r n e r s , for 25 c e n t s per copy , postpaid. 

O u r r e g u l a r paper -bound edit ion of t h i s book, 
10 c e n t s per copy, postpaid . 

O r d e r a q u a n t i t y for j u d i c i o u s d i s t r i b u t i o n . 

Swedenborg Foundation Incorporated 
51 E a s t 42nd St. New Y o r k , N . Y . 

T H E M E S S E N G E R 
is the official organ of the 

CONVENTION 

and the special news servant 
of the 

C H U R C H 

Help the Church by subscribing to 

T H E M E S S E N G E R 
Keep in touch with the external 

organization of the Church 

Three dollars per annum 

T H E N E W - C H U R C H 
T H E O L O G I C A L S C H O O L 

48 Quincy St., Cambridge, Mass. 

A three-years' course preparing for the min
istry. 

Courses by correspondence in the Theology 
of the New Church, and in Spiritual I n 
terpretation of the Scriptures. 

For information apply to 
F r a n k l i n H . Blackmer, President 

B O A R D O F M I S S I O N S 
O F T H E 

General Convention 

OURS is peculiarly a missionarj' church so 
that the uses of this Board require wide 

and intensive activity. Your Board is com
posed of individuals thoroughly acquainted with 
the task before it, and who devote much time 
and energy to their duties. Help them carry 
on. Suggestions invited. 

L L O Y D A . F R O S T , Treasurer 
C A M B R I D G E T R U S T C O . 

C A M B R I D G E , M A S S . 

l i o n . F o r s t e r W . F r e e m a n P r e s i d e n t 
P a u l S p e r r y V i c e - P r e s i d e n t 
L e s l i e M a r s h a l l G e n e r a l S e c r e t a r y 

94 A r l i n g t o n A v e . , H a w t h o r n e , N . J . 

C H A P E L H I L L S C H O O L 
( F o r m e r l y c a l l e d W a l t h a m S c h o o l for G i r l s ) 

Waltham, Massachusetts 

A B o a r d i n g a n d D a y S c h o o l control led by N e w -
C h u r c h T r u s t e e s . P u p i l s a c c e p t e d ages 5 to 19 ; sep
a r a t e homes for o lder a n d y o u n g e r g i r l s . Col lege 
P r e p a r a t o r y a n d G e n e r a l c o u r s e s i n U p p e r S c h o o l . 
O u t d o o r sports . F o r cata logue , a d d r e s s 

P H I L I P E . G O O D H U E 
Principal 

L Y N N N E I G H B O R H O O D H O U S E 
A S S O C I A T I O N 

Contributions solicited 
Help us serve the Children 

B E R T H A M . W H I T M A N , T r e a s u r e r 

109 W a l n u t Avenue, Roxbury 19, Mass. 
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