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o f ©If* 53OT (ttlmrdf 
There is one God, and He is 

the L o r d and Savior Jesus Christ. 

The W o r d is Divine and con­
tains a sp ir i tual or inner meaning 
whereby is revealed the way. 

• 
Saving fa i th is to believe i n 

H i m and keep the Commandments 
of His W o r d . 

E v i l is to be shunned as sin 
against God. 

Human l i f e is unbroken and 
continuous, and the wor ld of the 
sp ir i t is real and near. 
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THE GIFTS WHICH MAKE NO NOISE: LET US 
OFFER A PRAYER OF THANKS FOR THEM 
by John C King 

N L Y so many s h o p p i n g days remain u n t i l 
Chr i s tmas . T h e rush is on. W e are a l l l ook­

i n g f o r g i f t s , g i f t s which appeal t o the eye and to 
the ear. T h e store windows and counters are f u l l 
o f t h e m — g a u d y g i f t s , no isy , s i l l y , and useful g i f t s . 

T h e r e are t r i n k e t s f o r those we love, and tokens 
f o r those we wish t o remember. A n d i f by chance 
we should t r y t o escape this confusion of things, 
the ear is bombarded and the eye is flooded w i t h 
advertisements — canned caro ls , u n n a t u r a l voices, 
lav ish d i sp lays , and b l i n d i n g signs. 

Commerce as usual is much h o v e r i n g over C h r i s t ­
mas, h o p i n g t o keep us h u r r y i n g a f t e r the g i f t s which 
w i l l be f o r g o t t e n t o m o r r o w , while we c rowd i n t o the 
b a c k g r o u n d the g i f t s we cannot a f f o r d t o b u y . 

I t is the f i r s t Chr i s tmas a l l over a g a i n ; on ly the 
s e t t i n g has changed. Some of the g i f t s of this w o r l d 
f o r which we are eager are di f ferent and the more 
numerous, bu t they s t i l l t i ck l e the senses; they s t i l l 
obscure the g i f t s of the s p i r i t . T h e g i f t o f the 
I n c a r n a t i o n seems too o f ten t o go u n n o t i c e d ; there 
is no r o o m f o r th i s silent g i f t i n a w o r l d which f r e ­
quent ly seems to ac t no bet ter t h a n the noise i t buys 
and makes. 

B u t the L o r d in H i s i n c a r n a t i o n waits t o come 
q u i e t l y i n t o our lives, i f we stop l o o k i n g and l i s t en ­
i n g t o the w o r l d l o n g enough to t h i n k o f H i m . W e 
cannot t e m p t H i m to m a r k e t his g i f t s of sa lva t i on . 

P h i l l i p s B r o o k s , in his b e a u t i f u l h y m n , catches 
a p t l y the manner of the L o r d ' s co ining . " H o w 
s i l en t ly , how s i l en t ly , the wondrous g i f t is g iven, 
So G o d i m p a r t s t o human hearts the blessings of 
H i s heaven." 

T h e r e was no flurry about H i s coming. O n l y 
shepherds who watched the i r flocks by n i g h t and 
wise men who j o u r n e y e d f r o m the east came and saav 
in H i m the g l o r y of God . H o w much o f the g i f t 
o f the L o r d ' s l i fe among us was l ike t h i s , a h i s t o r y 
of silence? H i s b i r t h is t y p i c a l of so m a n y of the 
s igni f i cant events in H i s l i fe . 

H o w many would see the hope o f the w o r l d in a 
baby l y i n g in a manger? W h o would expect to find 
the W o r d made flesh in the home of a carpenter ? H e 
was a tender p l a n t in d r y g r o u n d , b u t H e had no 
f o r m n o r comeliness; and there was no beauty in 
H i m t h a t we should desire H i m . 

T h e L o r d ' s b i r t h is the quiet symbol of a l l C h r i s ­
t i a n hope and promise. Y e t this is n o t the whole 
s t o r y o f the supreme g i f t of the i n c a r n a t i o n . H o w 
m a n y of us, when we do feel f o r a moment the t h r i l l 
o f the L o r d ' s coming , t h i n k t h a t we have received 
the g i f t of God? W c t u r n f r o m o u r busy re l ig ion and 
b u s t l i n g t r a d e j u s t l o n g enough to experience a 
surge of hope in some quiet corner of o u r h e a r t . 
" T h a t is C h r i s t m a s , " we say. " T h a t is the g i f t 
which comes so s i l e n t l y . " 

W c have taken but a shred o f the g i f t which the 

L o r d would give us, and we have t h r o w n away the 
greater p a r t o f i t . T h e l i t t l e of C h r i s t we have we 
can f o r g e t u n t i l next Chr i s tmas . W e can get back 
to th i s f a s c i n a t i n g w o r l d w i t h i ts g i f t s which c rowd 
the senses t o be not iced. A f t e r a l l , we can hear and 
see w h a t the w o r l d has to offer. L e t the silent g i f t s 
sleep in heavenly peace. 

T h i s is the resul t i f we take C h r i s t ' s b i r t h alone 
as the g i f t of the I n c a r n a t i o n . T h i n k of the hidden 
treasure which the L o r d gives us as H i s whole l i f e ! 
O u r experience and our state of rel igious develop­
ment may not a l low us t o g r a s p and ho ld the g i f t 
a l l a t once, b u t i f we ho ld f a s t t h a t which we have 
w i t h open m i n d and h e a r t , we cannot f a i l t o receive 
more of the blessings o f the i n c a r n a t i o n . 

W h e t h e r we are o u t of the Church or in i t , some 
of us may ob jec t t h a t there is too much o f the I n ­
c a r n a t i o n we cannot get ho ld o f even i f we w a n t t o . 
Perhaps there is too much silence about the g i f t 
which which P h i l l i p s Brooks celebrates i n his h y m n . 

W h e n we look at the L o r d ' s l i f e , H i s m a n y words 
and deeds s tand out sharp and clear. B u t so much 
of H i s l i f e is shrouded i n m y s t e r y . W e have mere 
snatches of H i s career i n the Gospels. E v e n here 
the g r e a t events o f the n a t i v i t y , the passion, and 
the resurrec t i on are muddled in c o n f l i c t i n g accounts. 

L e t us salvage the p a r t of the g i f t we can. W e 
may take the words and deeds which have something 
h u m a n , something tang ib le and n a t u r a l about them 
and make them do. W e can make the g i f t of God 
small enough so t h a t the silences d o n ' t bother and 
puzzle us a n y more. W h a t w i l l we have missed? 

W e w i l l miss the L o r d ' s l i fe and charac ter which 
l a y w i t h i n H i s words and deeds. W e w i l l pass b y 
the human n a t u r e which H e g l o r i f i ed , t h a t we may 
have the freedom to become H i s ch i ldren formed in 
H i s image and likeness. W e w i l l overlook the love 
which made i t possible f o r the L o r d t o come i n t o our 
w o r l d and t o endure so much t o redeem us. 

Those of us who have the pr iv i lege of teach ing 
the doctr ines o f the New C h u r c h arc c o n s t a n t l y made 
aware of those "h idden y e a r s " in N a z a r e t h . These 
years when Jesus was g r o w i n g u p are of incalculable 
impor tance t o us. T h e y are a v i t a l si lent p a r t o f 
the g i f t which changed h i s t o r y . 

T h i n k o f those quiet years i n a Gal i lean t o w n so 
much l ike , yet un l ike , ours . Jesus began t o learn 
t o wa lk i n the p l a i n p a t h of the commandments. I n 
C h r i s t i a n homes we do the same. T h e L o r d , how­
ever, faced aspects of l i f e of which we are n o t even 
aware as ch i ldren . Swedenborg tells us a p a r t of 
the s t o r y o f the L o r d ' s s t rugg le against the forces 
of evil which a t t a c k e d H i s human n a t u r e . H e waged 
and won batt les against t e m p t a t i o n s before which 
we w o u l d f a l l i n despair . 

T h e r e are other silences i n the g i f t H e offers us 
which we cannot f o r g e t . T h e Gospels t e l l us some-
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t h i n g of the moments when H e t u r n e d aside f r o m 
the w o r k o f H i s m i n i s t r y and p r a y e d . These are 
the times when the L o r d increased the inner resources 
t h a t H e m i g h t r e t u r n w i t h g rea ter power t o H i s 
work of redempt ion . 

T h e r e was the quiet t e r r i b l e anguish o f Gethse-
mane. T h e r e was H i s brave silence before those who 
mocked H i m , the silence of the K i n g of kings crowned 
w i t h t h o r n s . A t last came the r e surrec t i on which 
passed s t range ly unnot i ced except by the few who 
loved the L o r d . A l l th i s is p a r t of the g i f t which 
can come i n t o our lives w i t h o u t t u m u l t and w i t h o u t 
show. 

A r e we ready t o receive this g i f t ? D o we rea l ly 
w a n t i t in this w o r l d which cries f o r c reature com­
for ts? T h e L o r d can be a t r o u b l e to us when we 
demand t h a t our ears be soothed and our eyes be 
pleased. B u t the L o r d is w i t h us, m a k i n g the g i f t 
of H i s divine h u m a n i t y avai lable t o us i f we are 
p r e p a r e d to p a y the pr i ce t o receive H i m . T h e cost 
is no t hopeless as some of the theo logy of f u t i l i t y 
says i t is. 

E f f o r t in sel f -discipl ine is s t i l l valuable . A w i l l ­
ingness to overcome the t r i a l s which the evi l i n us 
br ings is p a r t of the pr i ce . A n d in our t r i a l s as 
in our t r i u m p h s , we must ho ld t o an e n d u r i n g confi ­
dence in the L o r d ' s hidden resources of power to 
b r i n g us i n t o h a r m o n y w i t h H i s purpose . I f we w i l l 
pay the pr i ce t o receive H i m , the L o r d gives H i m s e l f 
t o us in secret, i n the si lent chambers of the h e a r t 
where eyes cannot see and ears cannot hear. 

" N o ear m a y hear H i s coming , bu t in this 
w o r l d of s in , 

W h e r e meek souls w i l l receive H i m s t i l l 
T h e dear C h r i s t enters i n . " 

These last lines of the stanza o f B r o o k s ' h y m n 
| Book of W o r s h i p no. 1 0 1 ] sum u p w h a t we have 
been s a v i n g about the g i f t of the C h r i s t as H e enters 
w i t h o u t c lamor i n t o the l i f e of the i n d i v i d u a l . B u t 
the"e is more t o th i s meekness of rece iv ing the L o r d 
t h a n the pr i ce of reverent l o y a l t y and confidence 
which H e asks. Meekness means also g o o d w i l l t o 
our fc l lowmcn. F o r i t is i n g i v i n g ourselves to the 
service o f our neighbor t h a t we receive the L o r d 
most f u l l y i n t o our lives. 

B y g i v i n g ourselves t o p r o m o t e the best i n our 
neighbor , we increase the splendor of the g i f t o f 
God . " L e t y o u r l i g h t so shine before men t h a t 
they may see y o u r good works and g l o r i f y y o u r 
F a t h e r which is in heaven." 

B u t there is danger here. " D o not y o u r r i g h t e ­
ousness before m e n . " W e cannot al low our g i f t s 
to take on the color o f the marketp lace . W e cannot 
make a s o r r y spectacle of our lives t o prove t h a t 
we are C h r i s t i a n s . W e dare no t declare a b a r g a i n 
basement sale on the g i f t o f God . W o u l d any of 
us advertise our C h r i s t i a n i t y u n t i l the g i f t o f the 
Lord ' s presence becomes an e m p t y sound which men 
w i t h o u t a God l a u g h t o scorn? 

O u r best g i f t s are the silent ones. T h e r e are quiet 
days of accomplishment which go unnot i ced b y 
o t h e r s : the unspoken thought fu lness t o a wife o r 
h u s b a n d ; the unseen disc ip l ine of se l f -den ia l ; the 
moments of p r a y e r i n which we seek communion w i t h 
God and the assurance o f blessings on people near 
and f a r . 

So we keep our p a r t of the covenant of silence. 
" H o w s i l en t ly , how s i l ent ly the wondrous g i f t is 
g i v e n . " T h i s is the way the L o r d gives himself t o 
u s ; we must go and do likewise. 

W e have here t r i e d t o establish t w o p o i n t s : first, 
t h a t the L o r d gives H i m s e l f t o us w i t h o u t a fuss, 
w i t h o u t t r y i n g to c a p t i v a t e o u r eyes and ears. Sec­
ond , i t is our respons ib i l i ty t o do our g i v i n g i n the 
same s p i r i t . 

B u t there is a t h i r d p o i n t . T h e L o r d gives H i s 
o ther blessings in the s p i r i t i n whi ch H e came i n t o 
the w o r l d and in which H e s t i l l is b o r n i n t o our lives. 
H o w much of the divine providence is h idden f r o m 
u s ! T h e L o r d guides us, b u t we are unable to 
f a t h o m much of H i s guidance. Such silence c h a l ­
lenges us to a d a r i n g f a i t h , and preserves our f ree ­
dom to choose whom we shal l serve. W e cannot hear, 
and can see on ly sometimes d i m l y , the g r o w t h of 
the k i n g d o m of God in personal l i f e and in society. 

I f the K i n g d o m ' s g r o w t h were so obvious we could 
p o i n t t o i t , wou ld we not s i t idle and become p a r a ­
sites m o c k i n g our L o r d . Change the focus a l i t t l e 
and look at the human p e r s o n a b i l i t y . T h e proverb 
says, " K n o w t h y s e l f . " B u t how much of the human 
p e r s o n a l i t y is known t o us? O u r teachings t e l l us 
about p a r t o f the s t r u c t u r e of our minds and souls, 
b u t how l i t t l e of i t is real t o us? W e have not 
g r o w n enough to be aware of the higher levels o f 
p e r s o n a l i t y . So the L o r d pro tec t s our n a t u r e , 
shrouded in silence t h a t we m a y not destroy i t . 

Swedenhorg tells us m a n y times how s i l ent ly the 
L o r d and his angels w o r k i n o u r lives. W e do not 
h e a r ; we do not see. B u t wc believe. Yes, we offer 
a p r a y e r of thanks to our L o r d f o r the g i f t s which 
make no noise. 

(Mr. King is teacher in Scripture Interpretation 
and First Year HomUetics at the Theological School. 
Ordained in 1951 he was for a time minister at the 
church in Urbana, Ohio, also serving on the faculty 
of the College there.) 

His Name Shall B e 
Called Jesus Antony Regamey 

Thou shalt call his name Jesus: for he shall save 
his people from their s i n s . — M A T T H E W 1 : 2 1 . 

H E N t r a n s p o r t e d i n i m a g i n a t i o n t o the scene 
of our L o r d ' s N a t i v i t y , we find ourselves l ook­

i n g hack, i n t i m e , across a span o f n e a r l y two t h o u ­
sand years. Y e t , i f we are t o perceive more f u l l y 
the g l o r y and wonder of i t , we need go back even 
f u r t h e r . 

W e need enter , f ee l ing ly , i n t o the h i s t o r y and 
experience of a n a t i o n whose age- long f a i t h , a s p i r a ­
t i ons , and p r a y e r s were given a t last an answer on 
t h a t first Chr is t inas m o r n , l o n g ago. 

As a m a t t e r of f a c t , i n dea l ing w i t h t h a t h i s t o r y 
of the Jewish people, we need t o penetrate the rea lm 
of those in tang ib l e values, which s tat i s t i cs and d a t a 
cannot r e cord , bu t which were the t r u e l i f e of the 
people, i.e., t h e i r f a i t h , t h e i r ideals, t h e i r collective 
m o t i v a t i o n , the secret spr ings o f t h e i r resi l iency and 
courage, th e i r quest f o r freedom and c o r p o r a t e ex-
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pression, the i r sense of mission and of d e s t i n y ; or , 
in one w o r d , the hope by which they l ived . 

W e must do this because, i n the first place, the 
One whose b i r t h we remember, t o d a y , H i m s e l f c laimed 
t o have come i n fu l f i l lment of t h a t hope. A p a r t 
f r o m i t , there fore , we can o n l y p a r t l y unders tand 
H i m . T h e n , a g a i n , beyond h i s t o r y , t h a t hope as 
we find i t among the ancient Jews, s t i l l remains so 
s t r a n g e l y close t o o u r own secret l ong ings , t o the 
deep cravings of our soul , as well as t o the s p i r i t u a l 
needs of our age, t h a t i t makes H i m who came as i ts 
l i v i n g answer, our e terna l c o n t e m p o r a r y , — p r o v i d ­
i n g t h a t answer is r i g h t . I t makes H i m , on the 
plane of the s p i r i t , our ever-present F r i e n d and 
Sav io r , the token of a new and a bet ter order o f 
l i fe a m o n g men, i n the measure i n which we w i l l 
receive H i m . 

N o w , t o be sure, i n i ts broadest connotat i ons , t h a t 
g rea t Hebrew expec ta t i on of a bet ter w o r l d , as i t 
appears i n the O l d Tes tament , had much i n common 
w i t h the k i n d o f creative idealism one can observe a t 
a l l times and i n a l l places i n the h u m a n race. I t 
was but an aspect o f mankind ' s wel l -known a n d age­
less y e a r n i n g f o r u l t i m a t e j u s t i c e a n d peace. L i k e 
i t , i t was b o r n o f the passion of the down- t rodden 
and oppressed f o r deliverance, o f the t h w a r t e d f o r 
o p p o r t u n i t y , of the s o r r o w i n g f o r c o m f o r t . I t was 
p a r t of o u r common h u m a n p r o t e s t aga inst the 
harshness of l i f e . 

Y e t , w i t h a di f ference: f o r , i t was more t h a n a 
demand f o r a mere social r e a d j u s t m e n t . U n l i k e 
any other u t o p i a , i t was rooted i n God . I t was based 
on the a l l - p e r v a d i n g belief t h a t th i s is H i s w o r l d ; 
t h a t H e not on ly reigns over i t f r o m a f a r , b u t gov ­
erns i t as well in every de ta i l and holds w i t h i n H i s 
hand the destinies of men and nat i ons . I t was H i s 
K i n g d o m , H i s ru le among men to which i t looked 
f o r w a r d . 

Consequently, when a t i ts best, i t recognized i n 
human n a t u r e something t h a t c laimed another b i r t h ­
r i g h t t h a n the domain of m a t e r i a l and corporea l 
s a t i s f a c t i o n s ; something t h a t sought a deeper peace 
and deliverance t h a n the cessation of o u t w a r d s t r i f e , 
o r bod i l y enslavement. I t recognized the f a c t of 
man's s p i r i t u a l n a t u r e , his r e l a t i o n t o God and de­
pendence on H i m . A n d , by and l a r g e , i t was this 
which not only l i f t e d u p the Jewish Messianic hope 
and the C h r i s t i a n promise of i ts fu l f i l lment above any 
o ther , b u t which also accounts f o r the unpara l l e l ed 
persistence and v i t a l i t y o f the l a t t e r t h r o u g h the 
ages. 

A t a banquet held a few years ago to honor one 
of the world 's greatest h i s t o r i a n s , as he was also one 
of the wor ld ' s greatest pessimists, f o r m e r Ambassa­
dor D w i g h t M o r r o w is credited w i t h h a v i n g made 
a five-word speech: " H o p e is g rea ter t h a n h i s t o r y , " 
he said. T h e r e is no doubt t h a t the Hebrew expec­
t a t i o n of a c o m i n g Sav iour has been j u s t t h a t . 
T i m e and aga in t h a t hope was reduced t o ashes 
only to burs t f o r t h once more i n t o flames. 

T h o u g h subservient, i n t u r n , t o P h i l i s t i a , S y r i a , 
E g y p t , A s s y r i a , B a b y l o n i a , Persia , Greece and Rome, 
those who were b o r n t o t h a t f a i t h never l os t h e a r t 
f o r l ong . T h e d a r k e r the shadow, the b r i g h t e r the 
promise was seen to shine, especially by those s t a l ­
w a r t , s p i r i t u a l g i a n t s , the p r o p h e t s , who s t i l l c on ­

t r o l and inspire C h r i s t i a n t h o u g h t a f t e r a m tfcaa 
t w e n t y centuries , and s t i l l address themselves t o t h e 
f u t u r e . 

H a s there ever been a n y t h i n g t o compare w i t h 
t h a t hope in the ent i re l i fe-cycle of the race? A n d 
is there o r can there ever be a n y t h i n g t o compare 
w i t h i t s d iv ine answer and fu l f i l lment? 

T r a c e i t back t o i t s source, i f y o u w i l l . I t i s , 
indeed, l ike a s t ream. I n the dimness o f the d i s t a n t 
p a s t , man has fa l l en f r o m grace. H e has become 
the v i c t i m of his bod i l y senses. H e has presumed 
to eat of the f orb idden tree , to a p p r o p r i a t e t o h i m ­
self the r i g h t t o c a l l good o r evi l whatever he 
pleases. 

A l r e a d y , however, a r i v u l e t of promise is r e b u k i n g 
the serpent , t e l l i n g t h a t on the f a r - a w a y summits , 
the sunshine of God's love is t h a w i n g the lifeless and 
frozen w o r l d i n wh i ch , w i t h o u t H i m , m a n k i n d would 
then have t o l ive . " A n d I w i l l p u t e n m i t y between 
thee and the woman, between t h y seed and her seed; 
i t shal l bruise t h y head, and t h o u shalt bruise his 
heel . " 

As t ime passes, y e t s t i l l i n the distance, t h a t 
r i v u l e t becomes a brook . I t gathers s t r e n g t h . " I 
shal l see h i m , " i t sings, " b u t n o t now. I shal l be­
ho ld h i m , b u t n o t n i g h . T h e r e shal l come a s t a r 
out o f Jacob , a n d a sceptre shal l rise o u t o f I s r a e l . " 
T h e n , f u r t h e r on , i t p l a y f u l l y laughs a t the d i f f i cu l ­
ties i t must meet i n i t s p a t h . W o u l d the wilderness 
of th i s w o r l d swallow i t ? H o w could i t , i f the g i f t 
o f G o d is on the way? " S t r e n g t h e n y e " there fore 
" t h e weak hands, and con f i rm the feeble knees. Say 
t o them t h a t are of a f e a r f u l h e a r t . . . . Beho ld , y o u r 
God . . . he w i l l come and save y o u . . . f o r i n the 
wilderness waters shal l break o u t and streams i n the 
desert. A n d the parched g r o u n d shall become a 
p o o l , and the t h i r s t y l a n d springs of w a t e r . . . the 
desert shal l re jo i ce , and blossom as the rose . " 

A t l a s t , the r i v u l e t now becomes a r i v e r , i t flows 
m a j e s t i c a l l y by , re f lect ing the l i g h t of heaven, seek­
i n g t o p o u r i tsel f i n t o the sea of i ts u l t i m a t e f u l f i l l ­
ment and peace, i n t o the g r e a t reservoir of human 
experience, t o v i v i f y and p u r i f y i t . " B e h o l d , a K i n g 
shal l re ign i n righteousness, and a man shal l be as 
a h i d i n g place f r o m the w i n d and a covert f r o m the 
t e m p e s t ; as r ivers of water i n a d r y place, as the 
shadow of a g rea t rock i n a weary l a n d . T h e h e a r t , 
also, o f the rash shall unders tand knowledge . " 
" . . . F o r , the knowledge of the L o r d shall cover 
the e a r t h as the waters cover the sea." 

A g a i n , t h a t hope is l ike a song. A song of the 
nat ive longings of the human soul , amid the baffl ing 
f r u s t r a t i o n s of l i fe . A song of the t r a v a i l and t r i ­
u m p h of f a i t h as i t learns the meaning of s o r row, 
and seeks deliverance f r o m g u i l t . " O , t h a t t h o u 
wouldst rend the heavens and come d o w n ! . . . " " B e ­
h o l d my servant , whom I u p h o l d ; mine elect i n whom 
m y soul d e l i g h t c t h . . . a bruised reed shall he no t 
break, and the smoking flax shall he no t quench . . . 
I , the L o r d , have called thee in righteousness, and 
w i l l give thee f o r a covenant to the people . . . t o 
open the b l i n d eyes, t o b r i n g out the prisoners f r o m 
the p r i s o n , and them t h a t sit in darkness, out of 
the p r i son house." 

A n d at the l as t , in this l i v i n g hope t h a t sings i t se l f 
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i n t o the soul , a l l the shadowed incompleteness of l i f e 
is resolved and b r o u g h t back t o a m a j o r key. " H e 
w i l l swallow u p death in v i c t o r y : and the L o r d God 
w i l l wipe away tears f r o m off a l l faces : . . . f o r the 
L o r d h a t h spoken i t . " 

A g a i n , t h a t hope is l ike a tree , which despite the 
poor soil i n which it was p l a n t e d , grows a tremendous 
spread of roots t h a t ho ld i t steadfast a m i d the 
storms and tempests of the centuries, and whose 
leaves, t h r o u g h i t a l l , s t i l l are " f o r the heal ing of 
the n a t i o n s . " " I w i l l b r i n g f o r t h my servant T h e 
B r a n c h . " " H e shall g r o w u p as a tender p l a n t , and 
as a root out of a d r y g r o u n d . H e was wounded 
f o r our t ransgress ions ; H e was bruised f o r our i n ­
iquities ; the chastisement of our peace was upon 
H i m ; and w i t h H i s str ipes are we healed." 

A n d what rhapsodies of luminous ins ight can be 
heard when the breath of heaven moves one t o 
p r o p h e c y : " T h e wo l f also shal l dwell w i t h the l a m b , 
and the l eopard shal l lie down w i t h the k i d ; and the 
cal f and the y o u n g l i on and the f a t l i n g together , 
and a l i t t l e c h i l d shall lead t h e m . " " F o r u n t o us 
a ch i ld is b o r n , u n t o us a son is g i v e n : and the gov ­
ernment shal l be upon his shoulder : and his name 
shall be called w o n d e r f u l , counsellor, the m i g h t y G o d , 
the ever las t ing F a t h e r , the Pr ince of Peace." 

T r u l y , there is n o t h i n g more t h r i l l i n g i n the whole 
h i s t o r y of the race t h a n the l o n g course across the 
centuries, of t h a t r iver , " t h e streams whereof shall 
make g l a d the c i t y of G o d , " as i t comes t o flood our 
hearts t o d a y , w i t h the reassurance t h a t God d id no t 
a l low, nor ever w i l l , H i s purpose f o r m a n k i n d to 
be defeated, i f we remain f a i t h f u l . T h e r e is n o t h i n g 
more t h r i l l i n g t h a n the s p r o u t i n g and b u d d i n g f o r t h 
o f H i s promise to save, unless i t be i t s blossoming 
in a manger , i n the person of a l i t t l e c h i l d , i n one 
of the m i d n i g h t hours of l i f e , while the hope t h a t 
sang i tse l f in the hearts of those who wai ted f o r 
H i m , was answered by choirs o f angels, t e l l i n g t h a t , 
at las t , i n the l i m i t a t i o n s o f our n a t u r e , God had 
stooped down t o our need! 

H o w one w o u l d l ike t o be a poet , t o t e l l these 
th ings ! F o r the t r u t h of them is too g rea t t o be 
confined i n l o g i c a l , m a t t e r - o f - f a c t statements. I t 
is on ly the poet , i n everyone of us, who can begin 
t o unders tand them ! W o r d s are too smal l f o r t h e m ! 
S t a m m e r i n g l y , however, we can say t h a t i t was t h u s , 
and on such a b a c k g r o u n d of undaunted expec ta t i on , 
of courage and of f a i t h t h a t refused t o be downed, 
t h a t i n the end hope f o u n d a name. 

Jesus ! A name greater t h a n hope. A name which 
b r o u g h t to men the c e r t a i n t y t h a t God is l ove ; t h a t 
H e cares ; t h a t H e is near, ever ready to f o rg ive 
and t o save; t h a t " H e and the F a t h e r are one." A 
name which tells t h a t i n H i m the God invisible made 
H i m s e l f visible t o us, led us t o t h i n k of H i m i n terms 
of p e r s o n a l i t y , i n terms of H i s k i n s h i p w i t h us, t h a t 
so wc may receive H i m i n our hearts , and minds , 
and lives. A name which assures us of H i s con­
t i n u i n g presence i n the w o r l d . A name which not 
on ly makes H i m real to men b u t which reveals H i s 
purpose t o fashion us more and more l ike H i m , 
t o make us t r u e men, i n H i s image and likeness. A 
name which reveals H i m , i n H i s divine h u m a n i t y , 
as the goal t o w a r d which we move ; and reminds us 

t h a t as H e was h o r n on e a r t h so H e yearns f o r n o t h ­
i n g more t h a n to be born in us, t o make in us H i s 
abode, t h a t H e may give H i m s e l f to us and to a l l 
men inc reas ing ly ! 

Chr is tmas is more t o us t h a n the h i s t o r i c reminder 
of the b i r t h of a g r e a t , b u t only another , p r o p h e t 
or leader of men. I t is our inner a p p r e c i a t i o n of 
t h a t ho ly m y s t e r y by which God invaded our n a t u r e , 
our response to the vast issue of a God - inhab i ted 
h u m a n i t y , which is the inevitable result and sequence 
of i t . I t is our h a i l i n g i n H i m the face of the f u t u r e 
m a n , the C h r i s t - l i k e m a n , who shall b u i l d on this 
blood-bathed e a r t h an abode commensurate t o the 
love Jesus came to disclose. 

Some d a y , and may we g l a d l y hasten i t , the l i g h t 
of H i s presence shal l break t h r o u g h our b l i n d sepa­
r a t i o n s , hatreds , and selfishness; i t shal l dr ive away 
our pre jud ices , our cruelt ies , our lack of concern. 
Some d a y , when this wretched w o r l d shal l come t o 
see what i t is t r u l y h o p i n g f o r , t h a t Name shall 
uni te us i n the C h r i s t - G o d , the whole e a r t h over, as 
brothers and chi ldren of the same H e a v e n l y F a t h e r . 

" E v e n so come, L o r d Jesus ! " 
(Preached for the Boston Society on Christmas 

Sunday, 1947 and published now by request.) 

T h e Christmas Traveler 
W h e n snows of December dri f t to the eaves 
O f wi lderness cabins , enhancing the s tarkness 
O f rude logs a n d c h i n k i n g and earthen floors 
T h e n Appleseed J o h n n y comes p a s s i n g by. . . . 

( H i s labor is done for another y e a r 
A n d o r c h a r d s , though st i l led 
B y the fierce, w i n t r y c h i l l 
W i l l blossom a g a i n , come s p r i n g . . . ) 

" H a l o o , J o h n A p p l e s e e d , come rest by the fire!" 
R i n g out eager voices through tangy , s h a r p a i r 
" C o m e sit by the fireside and share what we eat 
A n d bide here with us this C h r i s t m a s e v e . " . . . 

" C o m e , A p p l e s e e d J o h n n y 
Come sit by the hearth 
A n d read from the Good Book 
A n d the 'heaven book,' too . " . . . 

A n d the chi ldren a l l hasten to A p p l e s e e d J o h n n y 
A n d the older folk, too, a l l c luster around him 
F o r a wi lderness C h r i s t m a s is brightened and g a y e r 
W h e n Appleseed J o h n n y comes p a s s i n g by. . . . 

D A V I D R . M U R R A Y . 

F o r Young Couples 
I n conjunct ion with its advertised effort to p lace 

Swedenborg 's writ ings in every N e w C h u r c h home, 
the Swedenborg Foundat ion also offers its S t a n ­
d a r d E d i t i o n , 30 volumes, 

For $ 15.00 — Entire Set 
I t is necessary that a c c o m p a n y i n g the order and 

check (postage is p r e p a i d ) there he a letter stat ­
ing that the w r i t e r is one of a m a r r i e d couple, 
members of the N e w C h u r c h , between 21 and 40 
years of age. 

The Swedenborg Foundation, Inc. 
51 E. 42nd St., New York 17 



He Was Only A Little Shepherd Lad 

He was only a l i t t l e shepherd lad, 
But he too saw the star 

That shone on that first Christmas night 
O'er Bethlehem's hil ls afar. 

He followed the elder shepherds, 
Led by the guiding l ight 

O f the beautiful Christ -chi ld star 
W i t h gold rays sheen and bright . 

Beside the lowly manger 
Knelt the l i t t l e shepherd lad. 

" I have only love to give," he said, 
" B u t my herd is joyous and g lad . " 

The g i f t of love like that of the lad's, 
More precious than fine spun gold, 

Is a l l the Saviour asks today 
And love He returns manifold. 

E L I Z A B E T H M A E C R O S B Y . 

Hail The Blest Morn! 
This Christmas poem by the New Churchman and 

famed author of the " O l d Oaken Bucket," has been, as 
far as we know, published only once previously when 
it appeared, w i th numerous typographical errors, in a 
New Church weekly. The Retina, March 29, 1 8 4 4 , and 
is not to be found in any anthology. This unusual l i t t le 
church paper was published in Cincinnati and " s i m u l ­
taneously in Hami l ton , Ohio," by W i l l i a m C. Howells , 
father of the noted wr i ter , W i l l i a m Dean Howells , 
staunch Swedenhorgian. 

Strike the loud anthem, to hail the blest morning, 
Jesus the Savior an in fant appears; 

L o ! in the East, a new day-spring is dawning! 
H a r k ! the glad tidings which sound in our ears! 

On this auspicious morn, 
To us a chi ld is born, 

Glory to God in the highest be g iven; 
H a i l our Redeemer's b i r t h , 
Goodwil l and peace on e a r t h — 

Man shall again have conjunction wi th heaven. 

H a r k ! 'twas the voice of a seraph that sounded, 
Shepherds of Judea start w i th surprise; 

Whi le , with a radiance of glory surrounded, 
Troops of br ight angels descend from the skies. 

Now loud the choral strain 
Swells round the happy p la in , 

Glory to God in the highest be g iven— 
H a i l our Redeemer's b i r t h , 
Goodwil l and peace on earth ; 

Man shall again have conjunction w i t h heaven. 

H a i l to the Savior, descending from heaven, 
To build H i m a kingdom which never shall cease; 

The chi ld that is born and the Son that is given, 
Is God everlasting, the great Prince of Peace. 

Praise H i m wi th grateful lays, 
Pour forth the soul in praise; 

The government rests on His shoulders alone: 
I n H i m the Godhead dwells. 
Which has subdued the hells ; 

A n d God the Creator as Jesus is known. 
S A M U E L W O O D W O R T H . 



E D I T O R I A L S 

Because God Became Man 
(A Christmas editorial written Dec. 24, 1930, by the 

Rev. E. Lawrence Gould, editor of T H E M E S S E N G E R 
1920-1932, who passed away the day following Christ­
mas 1952. Reprinted as a tribute to his memory at 
this season.) 

0 P O W E R can find an ou t l e t except t h r o u g h 
a medium which is g rea t enough to receive and 

to t r a n s m i t i t . I f , then , i t is t r u e t h a t God H i m ­
self "became m a n " t h r o u g h the I n c a r n a t i o n , then 
there must be t h a t in human n a t u r e which is able 
to receive and t o t r a n s m i t God. I n other words , 
h u m a n n a t u r e must have l imitless and d iv ine possi ­
b i l i t ies . N o one who believes i n the I n c a r n a t i o n can 
ever despise man , or deny his c a p a c i t y to rise t o the 
lo f t ies t s p i r i t u a l heights. T h e Chr is tmas message, 
there fore , is one of incalculable reassurance; i t 
should keep us f r o m the s l ightest poss ib i l i t y of self-
d i s t r u s t , o r even sel f -doubt . 

A n d ye t we read in the most emphat ic terms t h a t 
our L o r d " p u t o f f " e v e r y t h i n g which H e inher i ted 
f r o m M a r y . T h i s would seem t o i m p l y t h a t the 
n a t u r e we share w i t h her is so evil t h a t no t race 
of i t could survive i n the g lor i f i ed C h r i s t . I t would 
make i t appear t h a t our one hope of sa lvat ion must 
hinge on our ceasing t o be ourselves and becoming 
something a l together new and al ien. B u t w h a t is 
the meaning , i f t h a t be so, of the teach ing t h a t 
God is M a n , and t h a t anyone who tr ies to t h i n k 
of H i m as other t h a n M a n can have no real r e l a t i o n 
w i t h H i m ? 

E v e r y m a n , as a man , is endowed by his C r e a t o r 
w i t h c e r t a i n impulses and capacit ies . These, as 
they are in themselves, are good and va luab le ; each 
of them is meant to serve and m a y serve the we l l -
being of the social s t r u c t u r e and the s p i r i t u a l 
g r o w t h of man's own s p i r i t . I n f a c t , the one d i f f e r ­
ence between man's innate impulses and capacities 
and those of the God who made h i m is the difference 
impl ied i n the fac t t h a t man "has n o t l i f e i n h i m -
self, bu t is a rec ip ient of l i f e f r o m G o d . " Because 
he is a created being, man is finite, and hence there 
is at any given t ime a l i m i t t o the amount of the 
divine l i fe which he can receive; b u t there is no l i m i t 
to the extent t o which he can go on increas ing his 
c a p a c i t y f o r recept ion . 

On the other hand , a l o n g w i t h his God-given i m ­
pulses and capacit ies , man inher i t s a tendency to 
use these i n the opposite manner f r o m t h a t f o r which 
they were i n t e n d e d — t h a t is, t o employ them in the 
f u r t h e r a n c e of what seem t o be his selfish interests 
as d i s t i n c t f r o m those of others. T h i s tendency, and 
i t on ly , is t h a t i n man which is " h u m a n " in the bad 
sense. T h i s is what the L o r d i n h e r i t e d f r o m M a r v 
a n d , by conquest i n t e m p t a t i o n , p u t off. I n a w o r d , 
H i s g l o r i f i c a t i o n consisted precisely i n H i s d i r e c t i n g 
every f a c u l t y of H i s human n a t u r e t o the unselfish 
or divine purpose f o r which t h a t p a r t i c u l a r f a c u l t y 
was created. I t was by re fus ing t o be selfish t h a t 
he became H u m a n in the t r u e or divine sense—the 

one B e i n g i n the universe who f u l l v deserves t o be 
called " M a n . " 

T h e L o r d redeemed m a n k i n d first of a l l by show­
i n g us the purpose f o r which we exist as men and 
w o m e n — b y m a k i n g us realize as no one else has, 
the great s p i r i t u a l possibil ities t h a t lie w i t h i n us. 
H e redeemed us by s e t t i n g a permanent r e s t r a i n t 
upon those unseen but tremendous influences ( " t h e 
he l l s " ) which impe l us to cont inue t o p e r v e r t the 
l i fe w i t h i n us by d i r e c t i n g i t i n t o selfish channels. 
H e redeems us now by s e t t i n g before us, i n the ef fort 
to live i n H i s S p i r i t , a way i n which we can red irec t 
our personal it ies i n t o the i r n o r m a l channels, and 
t h u s , in however l i m i t e d a degree, become t r u e men 
and women. 

T h e w o r l d t o d a y is in jus t i f i ed revolt aga inst the 
d o c t r i n e of " o r i g i n a l s i n . " I t is not man's v a n i t y , 
i t is his elemental sense of j u s t i c e which rebels 
against the idea of God's h a v i n g let h im come i n t o 
existence " w h o l l y e v i l . " B u t of course God does not 
do t h i s . W h e n we are t o l d t h a t a man "considered 
in himself is n o t h i n g b u t e v i l , " i t is n o t man's n a t u r e 
which the words re fer t o , bu t the misd i rec t i on of t h a t 
n a t u r e t o w a r d self-service. M a n considered as man 
is not a self-centered u n i t , hut an organism con­
s t i t u t e d to receive divine love and employ i t i n the 
service of the great Who le . 

B y H i s l i fe and teaching the L o r d Jesus made i t 
possible f o r us t o realize t h a t a l l our facult ies were 
meant to be used f o r qui te another purpose t h a n 
t h a t f o r which i t is " n a t u r a l " f o r us t o use t h e m ; 
t h a t this new use is in f a c t the use f o r which they 
were created ; and t h a t only when used i n this new 
way can they be developed to the i r ful lest and most 
s a t i s f y i n g extent . I n p r o p o r t i o n , there fore , no t as 
we destroy any p a r t of ourselves, b u t as we use 
every element of our real n a t u r e f o r i ts p r o p e r p u r -
pose, are we " b o r n a g a i n , " or regenerated. 

Body and Spirit 
Sometimes a glimpse of immortal i ty 

From deep w i t h i n brings own self-evidence. 
We know that each is two, yet one, and hence 

Incomprehensible duality ! 
I n each two selves, w i t h personal i ty— 

The body seen, though intricate and dense, 
The evanescent spir i t so intense,— 

Endowing it with ideality. 
So mingled these the spir i t with surprise 

A t last finds body is not adequate 
To carry out its w i l l in whole or part 
When fundamental difference underlies 

I t knows, regret ful , they must separate 
Ere on its Great Adventure i t may start . 

C L A F L I X K E Y E S 

Gifts T o T h e Church 
I t is a hea l thy s ign in any i n s t i t u t i o n when i t re -

ceives^year a f ter year a steady flow of estate g i f t s , 
because the love of the Church t h a t impels them 
gives force and d i r e c t i o n t o the C h u r c h of the 
f u t u r e .—G F O R G E P A U S C H , Vice-P res id en t. 
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W H E N T H E L O R D C R E A T E D o u r e a r t h , H e f a s h i o n e d a c e r t a i n p a r t o f i t t o 

s e r v e a s t h e s t a g e f o r t h e s t u p e n d o u s d r a m a o f t h e r e d e m p t i o n o f f a l l e n h u m a n i t y 

w h i c h w a s t o f o l l o w i n t h e f u l n e s s o f t i m e . T h e t e r r a i n i n c l u d e d P a l e s t i n e , 

" t h e p r o m i s e d l a n d , " t o r e p r e s e n t a b i t o f h e a v e n i n M o u n t s Z i o n a n d M o r i a h , 

a n d a b i t o f b e l l i n S o d o m a n d G o m o r r a h . 

T h e i n h a b i t a n t s o f n e i g h b o r i n g c o u n t r i e s r e p r e s e n t e d f r i e n d s o r f o e s o f 

G o d ' s c h i l d r e n e v e r y w h e r e . T h e g a r d e n o f E d e n , s o m e w h e r e i n t h e e a s t , a n d 

N o a h ' s a r k , w e r e t h e a l l e g o r i c a l c e n t r e p i e c e s i n t h e F i r s t A c t , S c e n e s O n e 

a n d T w o . 

T h e n a m e s o f e v e r y p l a c e a n d p e r s o n h a d a m e a n i n g . E v e r y a c t o r h a d 

h i s e n t r a n c e s a n d e x i t s a r r a n g e d f r o m w i t h i n o r a b o v e . M o s e s , t h e c h r o n i c l e r s , 

t h e P r o p h e t s , a n d K i n g D a v i d w e r e t h e L o r d ' s a m a n u e n s e s t o w r i t e t h e d r a m a 

a n d s o n g s e s p e c i a l l y i n t h e H e b r e w l a n g u a g e , e v e r y l e t t e r o f w h i c h h a d a m e a n i n g , 

b e c a u s e t h e c o m p l e t e d r a m a w a s w r i t t e n 

a n d p r e s e r v e d i n e v e r y l e a s t d e t a i l f o r 

t h e g u i d a n c e a n d i n s p i r a t i o n o f t h e S o n 

o f G o d a n d S o n o f m a n f r o m h i s c r a d l e 

t o h i s c r o s s , i n t h e first p l a c e ; a n d s u b ­

s e q u e n t l y , f o r e v e r y o n e e v e r y w h e r e , 

w h o t a k e s u p h i s c r o s s a n d f o l l o w s H i m 

a s " t h e w a y , t h e t r u t h a n d t h e l i f e , f o r 

n o m a n c o m e t h u n t o t h e F a t h e r b u t b y 

h i m . " ( . / w o . 1 0 : 1 6 ; 1 4 : 6 a n d Matt. 2 5 : 

2 9 - 3 1 ) 

I n t h e c h a i n o f t h o u g h t c o n c e a l e d 

w i t h i n t h e s e n s e o f t h e l e t t e r t h e f i r s t 

r e f e r e n c e t o " H i s s t a r i n t h e e a s t " w a s 

m a d e s h o r t l y b e f o r e t h e d e a t h o f M o s e s . 

B a l a a m , o n t h e t o p o f M o u n t P i s g a h 

o v e r l o o k i n g t h e c a m p o f I s r a e l i n t h e 

v a l l e y o f t h e J o r d a n , s a w t h e v i s i o n o f 

t h e A l m i g h t y a n d h e a r d t h e w o r d s o f 

t h e M o s t H i g h , s a y i n g , " T h e r e s h a l l 

c o m e a s t a r o u t o f J a c o b ; a n d a S c e p t r e 

s h a l l c o m e o u t o f I s r a e l , a n d s h a l l h a v e 

d o m i n i o n . ' ' (Num. 2 4 : 1 7 ) 

W h e n t h e s t a r a p p e a r e d a t h o u s a n d 

y e a r s l a t e r , t h e m a g i f o l l o w e d i t " f r o m 

t h e e a s t t o J e r u s a l e m , " a n d t h e r e 

l e a r n e d f r o m K i n g H e r o d t h a t H e w h o 

s h o u l d r u l e H i s p e o p l e I s r a e l w o u l d b e 

b o r n i n B e t h l e h e m . 

" H i s s t a r , " h o w e v e r , a p p e a r e d a g a i n 

a n d l e d t h e m f r o m J e r u s a l e m t o t h e 

h u m b l e b i r t h p l a c e i n a s t a b l e , w h e r e 

t h e y f e l l d o w n a n d w o r s h i p p e d H i m 

a s t h e K i n g o f t h e J e w s . " A n d w h e n 

t h e y h a d o p e n e d t h e i r t r e a s u r e s , t h e y 

p r e s e n t e d u n t o H i m g o l d , f r a n k i n c e n s e 

a n d m y r r h . " T h e n , " b e i n g w a r n e d o f 

G o d i n a d r e a m t h a t t h e y s h o u l d n o t 

r e t u r n t o H e r o d , t h e y d e p a r t e d i n t o 

t h e i r o w n c o u n t r y b y a n o t h e r w a y , " 

I t w o u l d b e b a r d t o find a s t o r y t o 

s u r p a s s t h i s i n c a p t i v a t i n g t h e h e a r t s 

o f l i t t l e c h i l d r e n . N e v e r t h e l e s s , i n l a t e r 

y e a r s , i t m a y t o u c h m o r e d e e p l y h e a r t s 

t h a t h a v e o f t b e e n d r i v e n t o d e s p a i r i n 

l i f e ' s t r i a l s , a n d y e a r n e d f o r h e l p i n 

a n y f o r m o r d e g r e e . 

T h e N e w C h r i s t i a n C h u r c h a t w o r k 

i n t h e w o r l d t o d a y s l o w l y a n d s t e a d i l y 

f o r h u m a n b e t t e r m e n t , i s d r a w i n g m e n 

c l o s e r t o e a c h o t h e r i n t h e i r t r o u b l e s . 

A n d t h e v e r y b e s t t h a t c a n b e d o n e f o r 

a n y o n e i n t r o u b l e i s t o b r i n g h i m t o 

J e s u s . " B e h o l d , t h e t a b e r n a c l e o f G o d 

i s w i t h m e n , a n d h e w i l l d w e l l w i t h 

t h e m , a n d t h e y s h a l l h e h i s p e o p l e , G o d 

h i m s e l f s h a l l b e w i t h t h e m t h e i r G o d . 

A n d G o d s h a l l w i p e a w a y a l l t e a r s f r o m 

t h e i r e y e s . " (Rev. 21:3, 4 ) 

O u r f i r s t t h o u g h t o n t h e s e w o r d s m a y 

r a i s e t h e q u e s t i o n o f t h e i r r e l a t i o n s h i p 

t o t h e L o r d ' s l i f e . W h y , f o r e x a m p l e , 

w a s e v e r y t h i n g t h a t w a s i n t h e i n m o s t 

p a r t o f t h e t a b e r n a c l e , t h e H o l y o f 

H o l i e s , m a d e o f g o l d o r c o v e r e d w i t h 

g o l d ? (Exod. 2 5 : 1 0 - 2 2 ) 

A l s o , W h y d i d t h e s w e e t - s c e n t e d 

s m o k e f r o m t h e f r a n k i n c e n s e , w h e n 

b u r n e d o n t h e a l t a r o f i n c e n s e i n t h e 

c e n t r e o f t h e H o l y P l a c e , a s c e n d 

h e a v e n w a r d i n t h e s i g h t o f t h e c o n g r e ­

g a t i o n o u t s i d e a t t h e t i m e o f t h e e v e ­

n i n g a n d t h e m o r n i n g s a c r i f i c e s ? (Exod. 
2 9 : 3 8 , 3 9 ; 3 0 : 6 , 7 ; 3 4 ; Matt. 2 : 1 1 ; 

Lu. 1 : 8 , 1 0 ; Ps. 1 4 5 : 2 ) 

A n d , finally, i t i s s a i d t h a t M o s e s 

c o m p o u n d e d a n o i n t m e n t c h i e f l y c o m ­

p o s e d o f m y r r h t o a n o i n t t h e t a b e r n a c l e 

i t s e l f a n d e v e r y t h i n g u s e d i n i t . W h a t 

c o n n e c t i o n h a s t h i s w i t h t h e S o n o f 

m a n ? (Exod. 3 0 : 2 2 - 3 8 ) 

T h e l i n k s i n t h e t w o c h a i n s a r e i d e n ­

t i c a l , g o l d , f r a n k i n c e n s e a n d m y r r h . 

W h a t t h e n d o t h e y m e a n t h a t u n i t e s 

t h e m ? 

1 . T h e i n m o s t m o t i v e o f e v e r y r e l i ­

g i o n i s t o l o v e G o d a b o v e a l l o t h e r s . 

T h i s l o v e , l i k e g o l d , i s i n v a l u a b l e , w a r m 

c o l o r e d , a n d i m p e r i s h a b l e . 

2 . G o d ' s l o v e , h o w e v e r , l i v e s i n t h e 

s o u l o n l y s o l o n g a n d s o f a r a s i t o p e r ­

a t e s i n t h e s t r e a m o f o u r f e e l i n g s a n d 

t h o u g h t s s e p a r a t i n g g o o d f r o m e v i l , a n d 
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r i g h t f r o m w r o n g , a c c o r d i n g t o o u r 

s t a n d a r d o f l o v i n g o u r n e i g h b o r a s o u r ­

s e l v e s , a c c o m p a n i e d b y a p r a y e r t o G o d 

f o r d e l i v e r a n c e f r o m e v i l . ( S e e Ex. 2 5 : 

1 4 , 1 5 ; / Ki. 8 : 8 ) 

3 . M y r r h i s t h e s y m b o l o f T h e L i f e 

O f R e l i g i o n : r e p e n t a n c e , a c l e a n l i f e , 

a n d t h e a s c r i p t i o n o f a l l m e r i t t o t h e 

L o r d , — t h e c o n t i n u a l o f f e r i n g o f a l a m b 

e v e r y e v e n i n g a n d e v e r y m o r n i n g . 

M y r r h w a s u s e d t o p r e s e r v e t h e b o d y 

i n t o k e n o f t h e r e s u r r e c t i o n a f t e r d e a t h . 

T h e i n t r o d u c t i o n t o t h e O l d T e s t a ­

m e n t g i v e s a b r i e f a c c o u n t o f t h e 

x \ d a m i c C h u r c h t o i t s e n d i n t h e flood, 

a n d o f t h e N o e t i c C h u r c h t o i t s e n d 

i n B a b y l o n i a . 

T h e s t o r y o f t h e H e b r a i c C h u r c h b e ­

g i n s w i t h t h e c a l l o f A b r a h a m f r o m 

U r o f t h e C h a l d e e s , o r f r o m B a b y l o n i a , 

" t o g o i n t o t h e l a n d o f C a n a a n , a n d I 

w i l l m a k e t h e e a g r e a t n a t i o n , a n d J 

w i l l b l e s s t h e m t h a t b l e s s t h e e , a n d 

c u r s e h i m t h a t c u r s e t h t h e e : a n d i n t h e e 

s h a l l a l l f a m i l i e s o f t h e e a r t h b e 

b l e s s e d . " (Gen. 1 : 1 2 ) T h e s t o r y t h e n 

c e n t e r s i n t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f t h e t a b e r ­

n a c l e o f G o d a f t e r t h e p a t t e r n s h e w n 

t o M o s e s o n t h e t o p o f M o u n t S i n a i , 

s u c c e e d e d b y t h e t e m p l e , a n d c l o s i n g 

w i t h t e n t r i b e s l o s t i n c a p t i v i t y , a n d a 

m e r e r e m n a n t o f t h e t r i b e o f J u d a h r e ­

t u r n e d f r o m c a p t i v i t y i n B a b y l o n t o 

r e b u i l d t h e t e m p l e . T h u s e n d s t h e O l d 

T e s t a m e n t . 

T h e N e w T e s t a m e n t c o n t i n u e s w i t h 

t h e g e n e a l o g y o f t h e L o r d f r o m 

A b r a h a m t o D a v i d , a n d t o t h e c a p t i v i t y 

i n B a b y l o n , a n d t o C h r i s t , w h o d r o v e 

t h e b u y e r s a n d s e l l e r s o u t o f t h e t e m p l e , 

a n d s a i d : " M a k e n o t m y F a t h e r ' s b o u s e 

a d e n o f r o b b e r s . D e s t r o y t h i s t e m p l e , 

a n d i n t h r e e d a y s I w i l l r a i s e i t u p . 

B u t h e s p a k e o f t h e t e m p l e o f h i s 

b o d y . " (Jno. 2 ) 

A p p l y i n g t h e l a n g u a g e o f p a r a b l e 

f u r t h e r t h e A p o s t l e J o h n i n t h e Apoc­
alypse d e s c r i b e s j u d g m e n t o f t h e g r e a t 

r e d d r a g o n a n d o f t h e s c a r l e t w o m a n 

B a b y l o n t h e g r e a t , a n d c l o s e s i t w i t h 

t h e v i s i o n o f t h e H o l y C i t y N e w J e r u ­

s a l e m w i t h t h e t r e e o f l i f e i n t h e c e n t r e 

o f i t a s i n t h e b e g i n n i n g . 

B r i e f l y , t h e r i s e a n d f a l l o f t h e 

A d a m i c a n d N o a h t i c C h u r c h e s t o g e t h e r 

i s r e p e a t e d i n t h e r i s e a n d f a l l o f t h e 

H e b r a i c a n d t h e F i r s t C h r i s t i a n 

C h u r c h e s t o g e t h e r o n a l o w e r p l a n e , 

t h u s a s i n d i c a t e d i n N e b u c h a d n e z z a r ' s 

d r e a m . 

I n h i s d r e a m h e figured a s " t h e k i n g 

o f k i n g s , " ( s e l f - i m p o s e d a n d i n d i s p e n s ­

a b l e ) f r o m t h e b e g i n n i n g t o t h e e n d o f 

t h e k i n g d o m s i n t h e g o l d e n , s i l v e r , b r a s s 

a n d i r o n a g e s , u n t i l a s t o n e c u t o u t o f 

t h e m o u n t a i n w i t h o u t h a n d s , s h a t t e r e d 

t h e i m a g e . (Dan. 2 ) 

T h e c o n f e s s i o n o f C h r i s t i n a s e l f -

s a c r i f i c i n g l i f e i s t h e r o c k u p o n w h i c h 

h i s k i n g d o m i s b u i l t , a n d t h e g a t e s o f 

(Next page please) 
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A Visit T o T h e 
European Centers 

(This is a second installment of the 
Conference minister's, G. T. Hill's ac­
count of his visit to Convention mis­
sions on the Continent. The first ap­
peared Nov. 14.) 

A t t h e V e n i c e d e p o t I was m e t b y 
M r s . F e r r a r i a n d c o n d u c t e d t o t h e i r 
home. V e n i c e is a n unusua l c i t y w i t h 
i t s s t reets t h a t have no vehic les a n d 
houses b u i l t a l o n g n a r r o w w a y s , a n d 
o f course , t h e canals . Y o u r b a c k d o o r 
m a y open on t o a c a n a l , as does t h e 
F e r r a r i s ' ! 

O v e r a c u p o f coffee D r . F e r r a r i a n d 
I t a l k e d a b o u t t h e C h u r c h . I k n o w he 
w i l l p a r d o n me i f I say i t was a some­
w h a t p o l y g l o t t a l k , b u t we g o t o n v e r y 
w e l l . T h o s e w h o k n o w b i m w i l l be 

STAR IN THE EAST From 
page 410 

h e l l s h a l l n o t p r e v a i l a g a i n s t i t . (Matt. 
16) 

T h e p a r a l l e l to t h i s a p p e a r s i n t h e 
DESCENDING genea logy t o t h e b i r t h 
o f Jesus , a n d the ASCENDING gene­
a l o g y , " w h e n Jesus h i m s e l f b e g a n t o 
be a b o u t t h i r t y years o f a g e , " " b e i n g 
(as was s u p p o s e d ) t h e son o f J o s e p h , 
w h i c h was o f H e l i . " T h e n , l e a v i n g o u t 
t h e t w o w o r d s " t h e s o n " t h r o u g h o u t , 
" W h i c h w a s o f A b r a h a m , . . . , w h i c h 
was o f S e t b . . . . w h i c h was o f A d a m , 
w h i c h was o f G o d ? " 

T h i s covers t h e conquest o f t h e ev i l s 
t h a t ended i n t h e flood a n d t h e t o w e r 
o f B a b e l , or B a b y l o n f r o m t h e f i r s t t o 
l a s t , i n a n s w e r t o h is p r a y e r p r i o r t o 
h is c r u c i f i x i o n : " I have finished t h e 
w o r k w h i c h t h o u gavest me t o do . A n d 
O F a t h e r , g l o r i f y t h o u me w i t h t h i n e 
o w n se l f , w i t h t h e g l o r y w h i c h I h a d 
w i t h thee b e f o r e t h e w o r l d w a s . " (Jno. 
; 7 ; 4, 5 ) 

B a b y l o n , t h e w o r s t foe o f our o w n 
h o u s e h o l d , is easy t o d e p i c t o u t s i d e , b u t 
n o t i n s i d e , ourse lves . " A l l w e l i k e 
sheep have gone a s t r a y , we have t u r n e d 
e v e r y one t o h is o w n w a y : a n d t h e L o r d 
h a t h l a i d o n h i m t h e i n i q u i t y o f us a l l . " 
(Isa. 5 3 : 6 ) 

T h e s t o r y closes w i t h t h e r e a p p e a r ­
ance o f " H i s s t a r i n t h e east . " A f t e r 
H i s Second C o m i n g t h e L o r d H i m s e l f 
s a i d : " I Jesus have sent m i n e a n g e l t o 
t e s t i f y u n t o y o u these t h i n g s i n t h e 
churches . I a m t h e r o o t a n d t h e o f f ­
s p r i n g o f D a v i d , a n d t h e b r i g h t a n d 
m o r n i n g s t a r a n d t h e S p i r i t a n d t h e 
b r i d e say , Come . A n d l e t h i m , t h a t 
h e a r e t h say , Come . A n d l e t h i m t h a t 
is a t h i r s t come. A n d whosoever w i l l , 
l e t h i m t a k e t h e w a t e r o f l i f e f r e e l y . . . . 
E v e n so, come, L o r d Jesus . T h e grace 
o f o u r L o r d Jesus C h r i s t be w i t h y o u 
a l l . A m e n . (Rev. 2 2 : 1 6 , 17, 2 0 , 2 1 ) 

a w a r e o f h i s deep i n t e r e s t i n a n d k n o w l ­
edge o f t h e t each ings o f t h e N e w 
C h u r c h . H i s e n t h u s i a s m is i n f e c t i o u s . 
T h e t w o or t h r e e hours w e t a l k e d w e n t 
l i k e m a g i c . 

A f t e r a de l i c i ous s u p p e r p r e p a r e d b y 
M r s . F e r r a r i I was t a k e n b y her t o see 
a l i t t l e h i t o f V e n i c e . I t was e n t r a n c ­
i n g t o see t h e l i g h t s on t h e canals a n d 
to v i s i t t h e R i a l t o a n d o t h e r t h i n g s a n d 
places t h a t a re househo ld names. D r . 
a n d M r s . F e r r a r i a re a l one o u t p o s t i n 
such a c i t y . T h e j o u r n e y t o t h e s t a ­
t i o n b y gondo la f r o m the b a c k d o o r n e x t 
m o r n i n g was t h e finishing t o u c h t o a 
h a p p y v i s i t . T h e f r i e n d l y f a r e w e l l s a t 
t h e s t a t i o n c o u l d a d d h u t l i t t l e t o t h e 
k i n d n e s s a l r e a d y shown.-

T h e t r a i n f r o m V e n i c e was n o t v e r v 
f u l l a n d I t h o u g h t t h a t i t w o u l d a t l eas t 
be a c o m f o r t a b l e j o u r n e y . H o w e v e r , 
i n a v e r y s h o r t t i m e i t g o t filled u p 
u n t i l a t one s t a t i o n a l l t h e rest o f I t a l y 
got i n t o i t . I s p e n t s o m e t i m e i n t h e 
c o r r i d o r as f o r a w h i l e I gave u p m y 
seat t o a m o t h e r w i t h a y o u n g b a b y , 
a n d I c h a t t e d w i t h t h e f o l k i n t h e c o r ­
r i d o r — a n i n t e r e s t i n g a n d a m u s i n g t i m e . 

A t M i l a n a change i n t o a n o t h e r t r a i n 
h a d to be m a d e a n d I was t o l d t h a t i t 
was t h r o u g h to Z u r i c h , h u t I d i s covered 
a t Chiasso t h a t I h a d t o change a n d 
d i d so i n s o m e w h a t o f a h u r r y ! A r r i v ­
i n g a t Z u r i c h a t a b o u t 1 0 : 3 0 I was de­
l i g h t e d to meet a s m a l l d e p u t a t i o n o n 
t h e p l a t f o r m , i n c l u d i n g t h e Rev . A . 
G o e r w i t z a n d t h e R e v . D r . H o r n . T h e y 
k i n d l y t o o k me t o m y h o t e l to be t h e i r 
gues t f o r t h r e e n i g h t s . 

T h e n e x t m o r n i n g ( S u n d a y ) D r . 
H o r n c a l l e d f o r me a n d t o o k m e a l o n g 
to t h e C h u r c h i n A p o l l o s t r a s s e . T h e 
l o w e r floor o f t h e b u i l d i n g is used as 
business premises a n d t h e c h u r c h , flats 
a n d office o c c u p y t h e u p p e r floors. O n e 
t h i n g t h a t p a r t i c u l a r l y s t r u c k me about 
t h e N e w C h u r c h e s on t h e C o n t i n e n t is 
t h a t t h e y have a s even -branched c a n d l e ­
s t i c k o n t h e a l t a r t a b l e . 

M r . G o e r w i t z c o n d u c t e d t h e service 
a n d I p r e a c h e d . T h e f o r m o f t h e ser ­
v ice is s i m i l a r i n g e n e r a l t o our o w n 
f o r m here . T h e y have a t r a n s l a t i o n o f 
t h e o l d C o n f e r e n c e l i t u r g y . T h e sacra ­
m e n t was a d m i n i s t e r e d b y M r . G o e r w i t z 
w i t h the assistance o f t h e Rev . A l f r e d 
R e g a m e y a n d D r . H o r n . A b o u t seventy 
peop le w e r e p r e s e n t a n d m a n y h a d 
t r a v e l l e d l o n g d is tances f r o m A u s t r i a , 
G e r m a n y a n d S w i t z e r l a n d to a t t e n d . 

W e a d j o u r n e d t o a h o t e l f o r l u n c h . 
O v e r t h e l u n c h t a b l e I gave a b r i e f a d ­
dress a n d conveyed t h e g r e e t i n g o f t h e 
Con ference . I was t h a n k e d f o r t h i s 
a n d I was asked to convey t h e g r e e t i n g s 
o f t h e m e e t i n g t o t h e C h u r c h i n B r i t a i n . 
T h i s I n o w d o ! A v e r y h a p p y sphere 
p r e v a i l e d a n d as is t h e case a t o u r o w n 
Con ferences , f r i e n d s l a u g h e d a n d t a l k e d 
t o g e t h e r a n d d i d t h e i r u t m o s t t o m a k e 
t h e C o n f e r e n c e R e p r e s e n t a t i v e a t h o m e . 

W e made our w a y b a c k to t h e c h u r c h 
a n d there began t h e business o f p r e ­
s e n t i n g t h e a n n u a l r e p o r t s a n d t h e d i s ­
cussion o f t h e m . F i n a n c e , o f course, 
came i n f o r a good d e a l o f n o t i c e . A f t e r 
a b r i e f b r e a k D r . H o r n l e d a d iscuss ion 
on " T h e Needs o f the C h u r c h . " 

P a r t o f t h e c o m p a n y ended t h e day 
w i t h s u p p e r a t a h o t e l a t w h i c h m u c h 
good h u m o r a n d p l e a s a n t f e l l o w s h i p 
was e v i d e n t . T h e c i t y w i t h i t s lake 
a n d l i g h t s was v e r y b e a u t i f u l as we 
made our w a y back to m y h o t e l , a t 
w h i c h t h e Rev . A . R e g a m e y was also 
s t a y i n g . 

T h e C o n f e r e n c e o u t i n g w«-S a boat 
t r i p on L a k e Z u r i c h t o R a p p e r s w i l , 
w h e r e we h a d t e a . T h e r e seems t o be 
s o m e t h i n g o f a m y s t e r y a n d ha lo a r o u n d 
t h e E n g l i s h m a n ' s tea . T h e r e was a 
k i n d o f u n c o m p r e h e n d i n g awe i n t h e 
w a y I was asked i f I w o u l d have T E A ! 
A s a m a t t e r o f f a c t , t h e y m a k e a good 
c u p o f i t a t R a p p e r s w i l . 

T h e d a y finished w i t h s u p p e r a t an 
o l d - f a s h i o n e d r e s t a u r a n t , w h e r e we 
t a l k e d o f t h e a f f a i r s o f t h e C h u r c h a n d 
m a n y o t h e r t h i n g s . T h e k i n d n e s s , 
g e n e r o s i t y , a n d g o o d w i l l o f t h e f o l k 
g a t h e r e d a t Z u r i c h is s o m e t h i n g d i f f i c u l t 
to convey a n d e m p h a s i z e d t h e u n ­
d o u b t e d a f f e c t i on w i t h w h i c h t h e N e w -
C h u r c h f o l k on t h e C o n t i n e n t l ook to 
t h e i r b r e t h r e n i n t h e C h u r c h here . Some 
o f t h e m w i l l , no d o u b t , r e a d these 
w o r d s a n d I hope t h a t t h e y w i l l u n d e r ­
s t a n d t h a t t h a t f e e l i n g is r e c i p r o c a t e d . 

T h r o u g h o u t m y t o u r I t o o k as m y 
t h e m e t h a t w e a r e n o t a lone i n our 
w o r k , b u t t h a t our c o m m o n l o y a l t y to 
t h e L o r d i n H i s Second A d v e n t a n d our 
e f f o r t s t o serve t h e uses o f t h e C h u r c h 
he has e s t a b l i s h e d h i n d us t o g e t h e r i n t o 
one b o d y . 

O n T u e s d a y m o r n i n g I was seen off 
a t t h e s t a t i o n a n d h i d d e n good meet ings 
a t t h e l a t e r stages a n d asked to convey 
g r e e t i n g s . T h e s e g r e e t i n g s m e a n m u c h 
to t h e N e w - C h u r c h peop le s c a t t e r e d i n 
s m a l l g r o u p s s e p a r a t e d b y b i g d is tances . 

M y n e x t c a l l was a t S t u t t g a r t . T h e 
o n l y o ther o c cupant o f t h e c o m p a r t m e n t 
was a n A m e r i c a n s o l d i e r a n d w e e n ­
gaged i n c o n v e r s a t i o n . I was s o r r y t h a t 
I h a d no m o r e copies o f " D a y u n t o 
D a y " t o h a n d o u t . I was t o be m e t 
b y t h e Rev . E . Reissner ' s d a u g h t e r , b u t 
w e missed each o t h e r , a n d w h e n I a r ­
r i v e d a t m y h o t e l I f o u n d a note to s&y 
t h a t t h e d e p u t a t i o n was i n a r e s t a u r a n t 
n e x t door . 

M i s s Re issner , M r . K l e n o w a n d M r . 
H a e r i n g w e r e w a i t i n g f o r m e a n d a f t e r 
a h a s t y cup o f tea we made our w a y to 
t h e cafe w h e r e t h e o thers w e r e w a i t i n g . 
I t was a s m a l l g r o u p , h u t t h e y l i s t e n e d 
i n t e n t l y t o m y t a l k a n d we h a d a session 
o f q u e s t i o n a n d a n s w e r t h a t r evea l ed a 
keen i n t e r e s t i n t h e C h u r c h a n d i t s 
w e l f a r e . 

(To be continued) 

410 



English Visitor Tells 
Of Chapel Visit 

O n t h e c o a s t o f s o u t h e r n C a l i f o r n i a , 
n e a r L o s A n g e l e s , b e t w e e n t h e c l i f f s 
a n d t h e b a r r e n m o u n t a i n s , is a l i t t l e 
c h u r c h t h e l i k e o f w h i c h it w o u l d be 
h a r d to f i n d e l s e w h e r e . I t i s c a l l e d t h e 
" W a y f a r e r s ' C h a p e l , " a n d , e x c e p t f o r 
a t h i n t i m b e r f r a m e w o r k , is b u i l t e n ­
t i r e l y o f g l a s s . I n s i d e a n d o u t ­
s i d e t h e w a l l s t r o p i c a l v e g e t a t i o n f l o u r ­
i s h e s , t h r o u g h t h e i n t e r s t i c e s o f w h i c h 
t h e l a n d s c a p e b e y o n d i s s e e n ; w h i l e 
t h r o u g h t h e r o o f i s a n u n i n t e r r u p t e d 
v i e w o f b l u e s k y a n d m o v i n g c l o u d s , o r 
m o o n a n d s t a r s . 

U s u a l l y c o n s e r v a t i v e i n a l l ray 
a e s t h e t i c t a s t e s I d e t e s t u l t r a m o d e r n 
a r c h i t e c t u r e , w i t h i t s a n g u l a r c u b i s m 
a n d i t s r e m i n i s c e n c e s o f t h e f a c t o r y : a s 
s o r d i d l y u t i l i t a r i a n a s a n y e a r l y V i c ­
t o r i a n b r i c k b o x e s , w i t h o u t t h e e x c u s e 
o f p o v e r t y . B u t h e r e , I f e l t , w a s a 
r e a l i n s p i r a t i o n . 

A t o n e e n d i s a n a l t a r , w i t h s i m p l e 
t i m b e r c r o s s ; a t t h e o t h e r a r e s e v e r a l 
t a s t e f u l l y p r i n t e d h o a r d s c o m m e m o r a t ­

i n g t h e l i f e a n d w o r k o f t h e g r e a t S c a n ­
d i n a v i a n s c i e n t i s t o f t h e 1 8 t h c e n t u r y ; 
c a l l i n g a t t e n t i o n to h i s n u m e r o u s , a l ­
m o s t p r e m a t u r e , s c i e n t i f i c d i s c o v e r i e s : 
p r e - e m i n e n t a m o n g t h e m t h a t o f t h e 
c o i n c i d e n c e o f b r a i n p u l s e w i t h r e s p i r a ­
t i o n . 

F o r t h i s c h a p e l i s d e d i c a t e d t o t h e 
w o r s h i p o f t h e O n e G o d t h e L o r d J e s u s 
C h r i s t . I h a v e n o q u a r r e l w i t h S w e d e n ­
b o r g i a n s ( e x c e p t t h a t t h e i r a p p r o a c h to 

t h e i r m a s t e r i s t o o f u n d a m e n t a l i s t ) a n d 
I w a s g l a d t o n o t e t h a t t h e c h a p e l w a s 
not R o m a n , n o r t r i n i t a r i a n f u n d a m e n ­
t a l i s t , n o r a s t r o l o g i c a l ( i n n u m e r a b l e 
a r e t h e q u e e r t e m p l e s d o t t e d a r o u n d a l l 
o v e r t h i s d i s t r i c t ! ) I w i s h t h e S w e d e n ­
b o r g i a n s w e l l o f t h e i r s u b t l e , b e a u t i f u l 
u n o s t e n t a t i o u s p r o p a g a n d a . B u t I c a n ­
n o t h e l p r e g r e t t i n g t h a t t h e i n i t i a t i v e 
h a d n o t b e e n o u r s . — F r o m the Inquirer 
(Unitarian) London, Sept. 12. 

Fryeburg To Build Additional 
Accommodations 

L a s t s u m m e r t h e F r y e b u r g N e w 
C h u r c h A s s e m b l y h a d to t u r n a w a y a 
n u m b e r o f v i s i t o r s , w h o w a n t e d a c c o m ­
m o d a t i o n s o n t h e g r o u n d s , b e c a u s e o f 
l a c k o f s l e e p i n g q u a r t e r s . A s a r e s u l t 
o f t h a t a n d o f t h e h a p p y s u g g e s t i o n o f 
a g o o d f r i e n d o f t h e A s s e m b l y , a B u i l d ­
i n g F u n d w a s s t a r t e d a n d b e f o r e t h e 
A s s e m b l y c l o s e d s u f f i c i e n t w a s r a i s e d to 
c l e a r t h e d e b t o n t h e T w i t c h e l l C a b i n , 
t h e l a t e s t o n e b u i l t , a n d t o f o r m t h e 
n u c l e u s o f a f u n d f o r m o r e b u i l d i n g s 
i n o r d e r to p r o v i d e a c c o m m o d a t i o n s f o r 
a d d i t i o n a l g u e s t s . 

Swiss Bible Course 
T h e m o n t h l y News Bulletin i s s u e d 

b y t h e R e v . A l f r e d R e g a m e y f o r t h e 
F r e n c h s p e a k i n g S w i s s N e w C h u r c h , 
r e c o r d s t h e c o m m e n c e m e n t o f a B i b l e 
c o u r s e b y m a i l . S t u d e n t s r e c e i v e w e e k l y 
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J an Orley was born in Brussels in 

1491, the. san of a painter. He studied 
under Raphael and teas appointed offi­
cial painter for Margaret of Austria, 
Regent of the Netherlands in 1518. 
Although influenced superficially by 
Raphael, Michaelangelo and Da Vinci, 
he was a great painter in his own right. 
The brilliancy of his work is due to it 
usually being painted on a gold back­
ground. The original is on exhibition 
at the Prado Gallery in Madrid and is 
ane of Van Orley's most beautiful reli­
gious works. 
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Philosophy Of Dreams 
Hector Waylen 

Part III 
C O N T I N U I N G O U R I N V E S T I G A T I O N of 

some of the older cases not so often 
quoted in these days; the fo l lowing is 
a very remarkable instance of a warn ­
ing dream undoubtedly effected by 
spirit-agency I n the "Episto la Gulielmo 
Gro t i o " an account is given of a peas­
ant, quite ignorant of Greek, who heard 
the words apithe ouk osphaine ten sen 
apsuchian spoken to him in a dream. 
He wrote them down phonetically in 
French, his native language, and set out 
for Paris to visit a man whom he knew 
to he a great scholar; the father of 
Salmasius. From him he obtained a 
translation, the words being Greek for . 
"Begone: dost thou not scent thy l i f e -
lessness !" Returning to his home, the 
man had sufficient faith and good sense 
to clear out of his house, upon which, 
almost immediately after , down came a 
mass of rocks, reducing it to ruins. 

A g a i n : Dante's mother had a dream, 
before the b i r th of her i l lustrious son: 
she appeared to herself to he under a 
laurel tree the leaves of which were 
seized by the child. A f ter Dante's 
death, thirteen cantos of his Divina 
Commedia could not he found, but his 
son Jacopo saw his father, in a dream, 
clothed in shining garments, and wi th 
a remarkable l ight shining in his coun­
tenance. He led him to a chamber 
where he generally slept dur ing his l i f e , 
and indicated to him a covered recess 
in the wal l where the manuscripts st i l l 
lay, gett ing damp, but not past recov­
ery. They were added to the rest. 

One difficulty about dreams is that 
those who have them, and dreams they 
would l ike to remember, are not always 
able to recall them. The poet Coleridge, 
e.g., got his " K u b l a K h a n " during 
sleep, but, being waked up. was only 
able to give us a verse or two of i t . 
Caedmon, the first English poet, ap­
pears to have been more fortunate. 
When the harp was sent round at a 
religious festival , he went out on some 
excuse, feeling lie could not celebrate 
the Saxon deities, but d id not know how-
to sing the praises of God. I n a dream 
he was told he would be able to sing, 
and verses came to him in his dream, 
which he recollected, and added to, 
when he awoke. 

Coming nearer to modern times; a 
story of L o r d Bacon may be cited. I n 
Paris, he dreamed of his father's house 
i n England , plastered a l l over wi th 
black mortar. I t turned out to be the 
very night in which his father died. 

George Fox, too, we must not omit, 
were i t only for a wise word he said 
upon the subject. Coining to a village, 
in the course of his minis try , he found 

the people much devoted to their 
dreams. " I told them," he writes in 
his Journal , " that except they could 
distinguish between dream and dream, 
they would confound al l together; for 
there were three sorts of dreams; m u l t i ­
tude of business sometimes caused 
dreams; and there were whisperings of 
Satan in man in the night-season; and 
there were speakings of God to man in 
dreams." No doubt the annals of 
Quakerism would yield many interest­
ing examples: I w i l l quote one case I 
heard from an old Quaker lady myself, 
through br inging us to later times. I n 
her youth she had heard the story of 
how a young Friend had had a dream 
of being chased by a bul l from which 
he escaped by c l imbing a tree i n the 
middle of a field. Some days after he 
was so chased in a field in the middle of 
which was a tree, and but for the dream, 
which he recollected, would have been 
too bewildered to know what to do. 
But the dream saved him. 

Another Quaker experience, which I 
once came across, was of the time when 
the American Friends—to their eternal 
honour—first began the anti-slavery 
agitation. One of their members, a 
farmer of Pennsylvania, objecting to 
liberate his slaves, was "disowned" by 
the meeting: he had worked for his 
money; his slaves were now his capital , 
and he meant to keep them. Someone 
in the meeting, however, suggested that 
they should give him another chance, 
and i t was so agreed, and some Friends 
were deputed to call once more upon 
the farmer. He , meantime, had said to 
his w i f e : " I f the Friends come to see 
me, and I am in the field, do not send 
for me: I have made up my mind what 
to do." As i t happened, however, he 
was at home when they called; and 
reluctantly sat down wi th them for 
what was termed "an opportuni ty , " i.e.. 
a silent meeting. A f ter s i t t ing together 
for about two hours, and no progress 
being made, one of the Friends got up 
and said: " W e l l , Friends, I think we 
w i l l r ide , " so they got on their horses 
and off they went. B u t when the farmer 
went to bed, he had a dream. He 
dreamed that he had died, and was 
walking up towards the celestial c i ty 
i n company with the Friends who had 
visited him. As they approached, the 
pearly gates opened wide, and the 
Friends passed i n — a l l but himself, for 
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when he tr ied to enter, a l i t t l e black 
hoy waved him hack, and he found it 
impossible to proceed. He had this 
dream three nights running, so he said: 
" W e l l , I ' m not going to let a l i t t le black 
boy keep me out of heaven," so he 
released his slaves. 

Reverting to the 17th century: 
Aubrey, the antiquary, recounts a re­
markable story of Harvey, the cele­
brated discoverer of the circulation of 
the blood. " D r . H a r v e y , " lie says, "one 
of the Physicians' College in London, 
being a young man, wrent to travel 
towards Padua. He went to Dover, 
w i th several others, and showed his 
pass, as the rest d id . to the Governor 
there. The Governor told him he must 
not go, but he must keep him prisoner. 
The Doctor desired to know for what 
reason: how had he transgressed? 
'Wel l i t was his w i l l to have i t so.' The 
pacquet boat hoisted sail in the evening, 
which was very clear, and the Doctor's 
companions in i t . There ensued a 
terrible storm, and the pacquet-hoat 
and al l the passengers were drowned. 
The next day the sad news was brought 
to Dover. The Doctor was unknown 
to the Governor, both by name and face, 
but the night before the Governor had 
a perfect vision, in a dream, of Doctor 
Harvey , who came to pass over Calais; 
and that he had a warning to stop him. 
This the Governor to ld to the Doctor 
the next day. The Doctor was a pious, 
good man, and has several times d i ­
rected this story to some of my ac­
quaintance." 

Concerning John Bunyan, whose 
"P i lg r im ' s Progress" was wr i t t en " i n 
the similitude of a dream," i t would he 
strange had he had no such experiences 
himself. I n his "Grace Abounding," he 
tells us of a dream he had prior to his 
conversion. His dream was given him 
in the usual symbolism. H e saw the 
happier religious folk of Bedford en­
j o y i n g themselves in the sunshine on 
the side of a mountain. But as for 
himself, he was separated from them, 
and from the mountain, by a w a l l , nor 
did he feel the heat of the sun. A long 
time was he p r y i n g about, and t r y i n g 
to find some way through, and at last 
he found a narrow way. such as Chris­
t ian found in the famous allegory. 

For those who doubt "object ive" i n ­
telligence, operative in a production of 
dreams, I w i l l next give a case from 
the j ourna l of John Wesley. He met 
a woman at Ambleside whose mother 
had related to her how when her hus­
band was in prison, condemned to die, 
after the rebellion of 1745, she had a 
dream, repeated, of a key which she 
would find among the loose stones of a 
certain w a l l , and she was to ld to take 
i t to her husband. This she d id , and 
wi th i t he was able to open the door 

(Next page please) 
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Search The 
Scriptures. . . 

(Therefore the Lord himself shall 
give you a sign: Behold, a virgin shall 
conceive, and bear a son, and shall call 
his name Immanuel.—ISAIAH 7 :14 . ) 

T H E A B O V E IS T H E F A M I L I A R t r a n s l a ­

tion of the K i n g J a m e s V e r s i o n . T h e 
new R e v i s e d S t a n d a r d V e r s i o n t r a n s ­
lates a p a r t of this verse as follows, 
" B e h o l d a young woman shal l con­
c e i v e , " inserting a note after the words , 
" y o u n g w o m a n , " reading , " O r v i r g i n . " 

T h i s same vers ion , however, t r a n s ­
lates this p a r t of Isaiah 7:14 as given 
in the G r e e k of Matthew 1:23, " B e h o l d 
a v irg in shal l conceive , " the G r e e k 
w o r d for v irg in being parthenos. the 
w o r d used to trans late the H e b r e w 
word 'Imah. 

I n B r o w n , D r i v e r and B r i g g s ' H e ­
brew L e x i c o n 'Imah means " y o u n g 
woman, maid or a newly m a r r i e d " 
person. 

" T h e H o l y S c r i p t u r e s , " the t r a n s l a ­
tion of the O l d T e s t a m e n t by T h e 
J e w i s h P u b l i c a t i o n Society of A m e r i c a , 
translate 'Imah in Isaiah 7 :14 and in 
Proverbs 3 0 : 1 9 , " y o u n g w o m a n . " but 

d r e a m s fi;:rx m 
of his pr ison , and escape. 

Another story of m a n y y e a r s ago I 
cannot omit, for it contains a feature 
p l a c i n g mere " s u b j e c t i v i t y " quite out 
of court . T h e story has been worked 
u p , in various tales , but refers back to 
a t inker of Swaf fham, in Nol fo lk , who 
dreamed that lie made a j o u r n e y to 
L o n d o n , and waited on L o n d o n B r i d g e 
unt i l he met someone who told him 
something of importance . H e dreamed 
this on three nights r u n n i n g , and in 
spite of his wife 's r idicule w a l k e d 
ninety miles there , and waited on the 
bridge. T h i s he did three d a y s , until 
he began to think he had better have 
attended to his wife 's advice . J u s t then 
a s tranger came up and asked him w h y 
he stood there. H e told h i m , not m e n ­
tioning, however, the town from which 
he came. T h e s tranger smiled and a d ­
v ised h im to go home and p a y no atten­
tion to d r e a m s : " W h y , " said he, " i f 
I were disposed to put faith in such 
things I might even now be a hundred 
miles in the country on a s i m i l a r e r r a n d . 
I dreamed three nights ago that i f I 
went to a place cal led Swaf fham, in 
Norfo lk , and dug under an a p p l e tree 
in a certa in garden in the N o r t h of the 
town, I should find there a box of 
m o n e y . " T h e t i n k e r t h a n k e d him for 
his information, returned home, dug i n 
the place described, and found an iron 
chest ful l of money. 

(To be continued.) 

elsewhere translate it variously as 
" m a i d e n , " " d a m s e l s " or as the proper 
name " A l a m o t h " the p l u r a l form of 
'almah. 

T h e R e v i s e d S t a n d a r d V e r s i o n twice 
translates the H e b r e w w o r d , " y o u n g 
w o m a n , " once as " g i r l , " four times as 
" m a i d e n , " and twice as the proper 
name, " A l a m o t h . " 

Swedenborg translates this H e b r e w 
term by virgo or v i r g i n . H e unhesitat ­
ingly accepts the doctrine of the V i r g i n 
B i r t h , as for example , in the " D o c t r i n e 
of the L o r d , " 19, where he speaks of 
" t h e H u m a n of the L o r d , conceived of 
J e h o v a h the F a t h e r , and born of the 
V i r g i n M a r y . " 

I n Arcana Coelestia 1414, he tells us 
why a v irg in birth for the L o r d was a 
necessity . T h u s he writes here in this 
reference. " H e was as another man, 
except that H e was conceived of 
J e h o v a h ; but st i l l that H e was born of 
a v irg in mother, and by birth derived 
infirmities from the v irg in mother l ike 
those of man in general . T h e s e i n ­
firmities are corporeal , a n d it is said of 
them in this verse (Gen. 1 2 : 1 ) that H e 
should recede from them, in order that 
celestial and spir i tual things might he 
presented for H i m to see. 

" T h e r e are two hereditary natures 
connate in m a n , one from the father , 
the other from the mother. T h e L o r d ' s 
inheritance from the F a t h e r was the 
D i v i n e , but H i s inheritance from the 
mother was the infirm human nature . 
T h i s infirm nature which a man derives 
hereditar i ly from his mother, is some­
thing corporeal that is d ispersed when 
he is being regenerated, whi le what a 
man derives from his father remains 
forever : but the L o r d ' s inheri tance from 
J e h o v a h , as was s a i d , was the D i v i n e . " 

B u t the meaning of the A d v e n t for 
u s : W r i t i n g in True Christian Religion 
766, S w e d e n h o r g s a y s , " T h e L o r d is 
present with every m a n , u r g i n g and 
press ing to be received, and when a 
man receives H i m , which he does when 
he acknowledges H i m as his G o d . 
C r e a t o r , Redeemer , and S a v i o u r , then 
is H i s first coming which is ca l led the 
d a w n . 

" F r o m this time the man begins to 
be enl ightened, as to the understanding , 
in s p i r i t u a l things , and to advance into 
wisdom more and more i n t e r i o r ; and 
as he receives this wisdom from the 
L o r d , so he advances through m o r n i n g 
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into d a y . and this day lasts with him 
into old age, even to d e a t h ; and after 
death he passes into heaven, to the L o r d 
H i m s e l f , and there, although he died an 
old m a n , he is restored to the morning 
of his l i fe , a n d he develops to eternity 
the beginning of the wisdom that was 
implanted while in the n a t u r a l w o r l d . " 

B u t such " a d v e n t s " are not single 
events in a human l i fe , for we read in 
the Arcana 2513 , " G o d ' s coming s igni ­
fies perception, for perception is noth­
ing but the divine advent , or influx, into 
the intel lectual f a c u l t y . " A n d further 
in this same text, " B e c a u s e in the i n ­
w a r d sense of the W o r d the L o r d alone 
is treated of, and also H i s Kingdom 
and C h u r c h , hence is the holiness of 
the W o r d , and hence the advent and 
presence of the L o r d with those who, 
when they read the W o r d , keep H i m 
and the neighbor in view, and not them­
s e l v e s . " ( 9 4 0 5 : 2 ) 

B u t a l l these " a d v e n t s " in human ex­
perience also imply " v i r g i n b i r t h s " for 
the v i r g i n a l receptive state that p r e ­
cedes the L o r d ' s advent in any soul is 
the innocent , s p i r i t u a l affection for the 
truth of heaven. (Apocalypse Ex­
plained 8 1 1 : 3 : 8 6 3 ) . — W A R R E N G O D -
D A R D 

Visitor From Japan 
M i s s K a z u k a T a n a h e . of T o k y o , who 

was so p l e a s u r a h l y heard on the M i s ­
sions N i g h t J u n e Convention program 
in C i n c i n n a t i , was the guest of M r . and 
M r s . S t e w a r t E . Poole, W i l m i n g t o n . 
D e l . , over the T h a n k s g i v i n g weekend. 
She is in her second y e a r at B r i a r c l i f f e 
Col lege , N . Y . 

Dedicate Flag 
Dedicat ion of a new flag by a n A m e r ­

ican L e g i o n d r i l l team took place Nov. 
22 at the T h a n k s g i v i n g S u n d a y Service 
ef tlie C i n c i n n a t i Society . T h e program 
was sponsored by the L a d i e s ' A i d A s ­
sociation. 

New Group In Japan 
Development of interest in J a p a n 

continues encouraging . M i s s i o n a r y Y o -
nezo D o i reports that converts R e v . 
E n d o h , M r , S h i h u y a and M r . K a t s u -
m a t a , p lan to s tart a N e w C h m c h move­
ment i n S e n d a i C i t y and vic ini ty . T h e y 
p l a n to secure a large house for w o r s h i p 
and school. 

W a n t e d ! 
A n y o n e having a new or used 

copy of " C o n j u g i a l L o v e , " by 
I I . L . C o r n e l l , M . D . , P h . D . , w d l 
please get in touch with M r s . 
H o w a r d W o l f a r d , 625 S t . H e l e n s 
A v e . , T a e o m a , W a s h . T h i s is his 
" r e v i s e d t r a n s l a t i o n " from the 
L a t i n or ig inal . 

413 



joh QUA yojunqsz/i fkackhA. 
About Mistletoe 

O N E O F O U R M O S T W I D E L Y known 
C h r i s t m a s p lants is the mistletoe. I t 
has a long history a n d is said even to 
have been used by the D r u i d s of ancient 
B r i t a i n in some of their pagan rites . 

T h e ancient priests evidently gathered 
the p lant only with a golden kni fe on 
the sixth day after the first new moon 
of each y e a r , and would divide it with 
great ceremony, d is tr ibut ing it among 
the people, who wore it as a sacred 
c h a r m to keep evi l a w a y , they thought. 

Mistletoe is by nature quite unusual 
and belongs to a group of plants known 
as parasi tes , because it does not obtain 
its sap from its own roots, but from the 
roots of the tree upon which it grows. 
I t l ives mostly upon oak and c y p r e s s 
trees. Mistletoe also is found on pop­
l a r s , maples and wi l low trees. I n 
E n g l a n d it prefers the apple tree. 

T o find i t , one must look high in the 
treetops. I t is a s m a l l del icate ever­
green p l a n t and its stems grow from 
the limbs of the tree it is g r o w i n g upon. 
T h e plant is so per fect ly jo ined to the 
tree that it is impossible to separate 
it. I t looks l ike a hal l of ye l lowish 
green t w i g s , each bear ing two rough, 
green leaves with small ye l lowish 
flowers between them at the forks of 
the stems. I n winter the p lant is 
covered w i t h small white berries . O f 
course it is these which make the little 
p lant so popular at C h r i s t m a s time. 

T h e mistletoe b e r r y is the favorite 
food of the thrush . T h i s b ird l ikes to 
eat them because they have a s t icky 

W h e n we wrote our last C h r i s t m a s 
letter we were about to leave M a n i l a 
and move into one of the new faculty 
houses on the campus of T h e College 
of A g r i c u l t u r e . W e have had a most 
interest ing and enjoyable y e a r . T h e 
people here not only gave us a most 
cordia l welcome hut have continued to 
shower us w i t h frui ts , vegetables, potted 
plants a n d m a n y other tokens of k i n d ­
ness. 

W e l ive i n a little community not 
unlike F o r e s t H o m e , I t h a c a , and it may 
he of interest that some of our F i l i p i n o 
neighbors l ived in F o r e s t H o m e when 
they were s tudying at C o r n e l l . 

N e a r l y every week we dr ive to 
M a n i l a . T h e road passes through rice 
country . W h e r e they have i rr igat ion 
water the g r o w i n g of crops is con­
tinuous throughout the y e a r . O n any 
t r i p to town we are l i k e l y to see plow­
ing , h a r r o w i n g and t r a n s p l a n t i n g , a l l 
of w h i c h goes on in the mud. I n a d ­
j o i n i n g plots or paddies , harvest ing and 

by Lydia McNeeley 
p u l p , and the little songsters know that 
the b e r r y contains lime w h i c h is good 
for them. 

W o n d e r f u l l y , the seeds from the 
berries s t ick to the bird's b i l l and in 
w i p i n g it off on the tree l imbs, the 
seeds are thus placed in the h a r k of 
the tree. 

I f the weather is favorable , the t iny 
seeds then sprout and send forth little 
roots in to the bark of the tree. A f t e r 
a few months, a small mistletoe p lant 
is g r o w i n g there. I t is so healthy that 
often it l ives as long as the tree itself . 

T h e mistletoe is no longer used as a 
c h a r m by the superstit ious to w a r d off 
ev i l , hut as a symbol of the m e r r y 
times we have d u r i n g the C h r i s t m a s 
hol idays . 

Puzzle 
C a n Y o u G u e s s T h e s e C h r i s t m a s 

T r i m m i n g s by T h e i r D e s c r i p t i o n ? 
( A n s w e r s on page 415 . ) 

1 G r o w s in clusters on a tree. 
2 G l i t t e r i n g mater ia l in s t r i p s . 
3 S i m p l e form of musica l instrument . 
4 A w a l k i n g st ick , good to eat. 
5 A r t i c l e s that add beauty. 
6 A t w i n k l i n g in the sky . 
7 A c y l i n d e r of tal low. 
8 A messenger of G o d . 
9 M e t a l cup-shaped vessel and c l a p ­

per. 
10 G r e e n p r i c k l y leaves a n d red b e r ­

r ies . 
11 A c i r c u l a r h a n d . 
12 A j o l l y little man. 

threshing , by the most pr imit ive meth­
ods, may be i n progress . M u c h of the 
p a l a y or r ice g r a i n is dr ied a long the 
shoulders of the road and must he 
gathered up before every shower. W h e n 
one sees the amount of hand labor that 
goes into a rice crop he realizes why 
the grower loves every g r a i n . 

O n e of our most interest ing tr ips was 
to the U n i v e r s i t y A n n u a l Conference at 
B a g u i o , the mountain city about 200 
miles north of M a n i l a . T h e program 
included some very l ive ly discussions 
and also provided ample time for r e c ­
reation. W e spent much of our free 
time in the cleanest market we have 
ever seen in the tropics . Most of the 
better vegetables in M a n i l a come from 
this region. I n spite of the del ight ful ly 
cool weather m a n y of the Igorot 
country women come to m a r k e t in their 
one piece, w r a p around s k i r t s . W e 
were impressed w i t h the excellent 
E n g l i s h these mountain people use. 

I n J u l y the C o r n e l l staff here was i n -

Dedicated A Century Old 
Bible At Paterson Church 

T h e P a t e r s o n Society rededicated its 
lectern B i b l e at its T h a n k s g i v i n g ser­
vice Nov. 22. A hundred years old, it 
was purchased by E l i z a b e t h B a i l e y of 
Boston, for her daughter and husband, 
C h a r l e s and Augusta H i n k l e y . T h e y 
bequeathed it to their second daughter, 
G r a c e H i n k l e y . who. with her s ister , 
M r s . C h a r l e s T a f t of C a m b r i d g e . M a s s . , 
presented it to the P a t e r s o n Society in 
1932. I t is a beauti ful example of the 
binder's a r t . and is s t i l l in excellent 
condition. 

Gustave Regamey Honored 
I n connection with renovation of the 

College Scientifique's bui ld ing in L a u ­
sanne. S w i t z . , a handsome l i b r a r y re­
cent ly has been completed as an ex­
pression of appreciat ion of D o c t o r 
G u s t a v e R e g a m e y who is observing his 
twenty-f i fth a n n i v e r s a r y as professor of 
national sciences. H e is a brother of 
the R e v e r e n d s A n t o n y and A l f r e d R e ­
gamey, whose father was founder of 
the N e w C h u r c h in F r e n c h S p e a k i n g 
S w i t z e r l a n d . 

Church Changes Name 
I n future, by vote of its membership 

at its fa l l meeting, the house of w o r ­
ship of the B r o c k t o n Society w i l l be 
known as the " C h u r c h of the Good 
S h e p h e r d , S w e d e n b o r g i a n . " T h e con­
gregation, now served by Student M i n ­
ister E r n e s t F r e d e r i c k , felt the name 
a p p r o p r i a t e because of its famed " G o o d 
S h e p h e r d " window, now i l luminated 
each night unt i l 10 o'clock. 

creased . A s the house we had occupied 
was needed for a larger family we 
moved into a new, smal ler one. T h i s 
overlooks the experiment station lands 
and the b i g l a k e . L a g u n a de B a y . O u r 
view also includes several nearby , ex­
tinct volcanoes and other mountains. 
Wit l i a l l it is a beautiful spot and the 
sunrises are w e l l worth getting up to 
see. 

M a n y A m e r i c a n s have visited here 
d u r i n g the y e a r , among them old and 
dear f r i e n d s ; and several F i l i p i n o s , who 
have gone to the States and returned , 
have brought us first h a n d news of 
members of our f a m i l y . T h i s has made 
home seem less far a w a y . Another 
close tie has been T h e C o r n e l l C l u b of 
the P h i l i p p i n e s , a loyal and enthusiast ic 
group that has left no stone unturned 
to make us feel at h o m e . — C L A R A and 
A L P H E U S G O O D M A N 

(Mrs. Clara Browning Goodman, well 
knotcn Ithaca, N. Y., New Church-
woman also sends news of a visit in 
Manila, with leaders of the Philippine 
Church, which suffered severely during 
the war.) 

L E T T E R F R O M T H E P H I L I P P I N E S 
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LETTERS T H E EDITOR 
In Explanation 

To the E D I T O R : 

As author of the statement [ M E S ­
S E N G E R ] which M r s . DePriest questions 
in your issue of Nov. 14, I w i l l make 
two comments: f irst, that the material 
from which she quoted was. as i n d i ­
cated, only a brief summary of doctrinal 
points discussed in a lecture-course for 
the young people at the Fryeburg As­
sembly. As such, this summary did 
not pretend to explain each point 
covered, hut simply sketched the pat­
tern of thought which characterizes 
New Church teaching. 

Secondly, Mrs . DePriest's desire for 
"articles provid ing a bridge over the 
wide gap between the assertion . . . and 
. . . evidence" could, I th ink , be satis­
fied i f she would consult the authority 
behind this assertion: Swedenhorg. I 
commend to her a careful and thought­
ful reading of his wonderful work. 
Divine Providence which fu l ly answers 
al l her perplexities. 

The Lord 's providence is something 
which for many seems to require time 
and study to understand since it so 
greatly transcends human knowledge 
and competence. I t is quite usual, M r s . 
DePriest may he glad to know, for 
those not deeply famil iar with Sweden­
borg's teachings to find i t hard to rec­
oncile a fa i th in God's eternal pro-
tectiveness wi th what is seen and 
experienced at the natural level of ex­
istence. The difficulty lies not i n any 
inconsistencics wi th in the laws of Prov i ­
dence, hut in our own inabi l i ty to dis­
tinguish between natural and spir i tual 
effects—and especially between surface 
appearances and the inner, hidden ac­
tivities of a person's development. 

Swedenhorg definitely teaches that 
the soul is never damaged by lack of 
opportunity for knowledge of good and 
t r u t h ; nor is i t in jured by any evil i n ­
fluence exerted upon i t unless that soul, 
through its own inherent inclination, 
accepts such influence w i l l ing ly and so 
makes i t its own. Swedenhorg also ex­
plains that much of what we interpret 
as hopeless evil actually is permitted 
by Providence as the means through 
which good is brought into being. To 
understand this f u l l y , one ought to 
study Swedenborg's discussion of the 
whole subject, samples of which follow. 
( A l l italics are mine.) 

".Ill things, even the lease arc d i ­
rected by the providence of the L o r d . 
. . . They who th ink of the Divine 
Providence from worldy things, when 
they see the evil succeeding say that i t 
would not be so i f there were a Divine 
Providence. . . . The providence of the 
Lord is joined with foresight, and the 
evils which are foreseen are continually 
bent to good. Hence nothing is per­

mitted except that some good may come 
out of it. 

"Unless evils were permitted to break 
out, man would not see them, thus 
would not acknowledge them, and so 
could not be led to resist them. . . . One 
who lias not been in evil can not know 
what evil is . . . evils can not be re­
moved unless they appear . . . the per­
mission of evil is thus for the sake of 
salvation. 

"The L o r d sees of what quality the 
man is, and foresees what he wishes to 
be; the freedom of his -will can not be 
taken away. 

"The Divine Providence operates 
wi th a l l men, equally with the evil and 
-with the good. 

"Everyone from infancy is led by 
Him in the smallest particulars." 

G W Y N N E D R E S S E R M A C K . 

Pound Ridge, N . Y . 

Joining the Council 
To the E D I T O R : 

I was very glad to see the the Rev. 
M r . Beale's letter [ M E S S E N G E R ] as to 
Convention's decision to apply for 
membership in the National Council of 
Churches. There seems to he no point 
in doing so. As the letter pointed out, 
j o i n i n g i t w i l l not cause a sudden rush 
to adopt New Church doctrines nor 
w i l l the presence of our representatives 
cause a r ipp le in the Council. I t a l ­
most seems another stalemate. 

A f ter a l l , both Protestantism and Ro­
man Catholicism are strongly en­
trenched. Neither of them is yet ready 
to surrender their history, t rad i t i on , 
doctrine, authority and associations. Be­
side these two giants, is the pigmy New 
Church, too small to he noticed. 

Yet , although we are hut a "small 
remnant," we may encourage ourselves 
by remembering the prophecy that "a 
l i t t l e one shall become a thousand, and 
a small one a strong nat ion." (Isaiah 
60:20) 

I f we j o i n the Council we should do 
so unreservedly and wholeheartedly, as 
loyal to its discipline as any others. 
But I am sure that w i th an especial 
religious view we would j o i n i t with 
reservations. I cannot conceive how 
any New Churchman could, for ex­
ample, wr i te wholeheartedly in the 
hymn he might he called upon to sing 
at a Council session: " H o l y , H o l y , 
H o l y , L o i d God A lmighty . . . . God in 
Three Persons, Blessed T r i n i t y . " 

I f we could not sing such words in 
good conscience then we would not be­
long in the National Council. And 
shall we recite their creeds? 

The L o r d s t i l l has many secrets in 
His treasury of spir i tual l i fe and 
power. He can open our spir i tual eyes, 
or ears; He can direct us as clearly as 
He did the early apostles. And when 

we are ready for sp ir i tual happenings, 
they w i l l occur. 

I am glad the Reverend Le Van of 
Pittsburgh brought up this matter in 
your columns, and should dislike to see 
our Church lose its spir i tual indepen­
dence by signing up wi th a body so 
important ( in orthodox eyes) that the 
New Church would be lost. 

As long as Protestantism and Roman 
Catholicism endure, let the New Church 
endure also. The L o r d w i l l "endue i t 
with power from on h i g h " , in His own 
time. 

L . E R I C W E T H E V . 

Montreal , Can. 

Book Review 
T H E K I N G O F K I N G S . Brochure. D. E. 

Krehbiel. Times - Press, Pretty 
Prairie, Kan. 
The author of this l i t t l e brochure is 

a clear thinker , a facile wr i te r and a 
man of sp ir i tual understanding. He 
can rise to heights of poetic eloquence. 
I n his latest production he sets forth 
with sympathy and insight in what the 
true kingship of the L o r d lies. But 
perhaps a quotation from what he has 
wr i t ten w i l l do more to set forth its 
character and qual i ty than any com­
ment. We choose the last paragraph: 
"Were i t possible, we would gather a 
bi l l ion sunbeams from the large distant 
stars and weave them into letters five 
hundred mi l l ion l ight years high and 
blazon these words across the universe: 
K i n g of kings and L o r d of Lords. He 
is the Alpha and the Omega, the Be­
ginning and the Ending , F irs t and the 
Last , the A l m i g h t y . " — B . J . 

Mansfield Carries On 
Despite having been without a resi­

dent minister for some years, the Mans­
field Mass. Society holds services regu­
lar ly and maintains other church ac­
tivities. I t was last served by the Rev. 
James Priestnal who retired i n 1945. 
I ts p u l p i t now is filled alternately by 
student ministers from the Theological 
School. 

Dedication Service 
A n impressive service was held by 

Kitchener Society Nov. 29 as a culmina­
t ion of its evangelism visitation cam­
paign. Members and those newly or 
once again coming to this communion, 
dedicated themselves anew to the Lord's 
work. A luncheon followed. 

Answers to Puzzle on Another Page 
1. Mistletoe 7. Candle 
2. Tinsel 8. Angel 
3. H o r n 9. BeL 
4. Candy Cane 10. H o l l y 
5. Ornaments 11. Wreath 
6. Star 12. Santa Claus 
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Births, Baptisms, Marriages, Memorials 

<&?nrg? ( f u r r m a m t 
As we go to press word comes from 

St. Louis of the sudden passing away 
in his sleep of George E. Quermann, 
one of Convention's best known laymen. 
The loss of his physical presence w i l l 
be a great blow to his fellow church 
members and other friends, as well as 
his former business associates. He had 
sometime ago retired as an executive 
with the Bell Telephone lines. A more 
complete memorial is expected for our 
next number. 

• 
W H E E L E R . — Russell W . Wheeler, 

well known member of the Mansfield, 
Mass., Society passed away quietly 
October 17 after a short illness. W e l l 
loved by a l l . especially the young 
people of the church, the loss of his 
earthly presence w i l l he greatly felt . 
The Golden Rule was ever his guide. 
He was a steadfast fr iend to a l l . — 
Massachusetts Monthly News. 

BAPTIZED " 
K L A S S E N . — J a m e s Elwood. in fant son 

of M r . and M r s . E d w i n E. Klassen. 
No. Batt le ford Society, Sask., was bap­
tized at the residence of M r . and M r s . 
J . L . Sonmor that city October 4 by 
the Rev. Henry Reddekopp. 

• 
W H I T E . — B e n e f i e l Gregory, horn May 

19, 1952, and Shirley A n n , horn N o ­
vember 13, 1945. children of M r . and 
Mrs . Thomas White . Riverside Society, 
were baptized in the church there Oc­
tober 14, by the Rev. John L . Boyer. 

Old Gems I n New 
And Attractive Settings 

Two Widely Read Books Of 
The Church Again Available 

T H E BIBLE LOST A N D F O U N D 
J O H N B I G E L O W 

C o m p l e t e l y r e v i s e d a n d e d i t e d 

Blue Cloth — $ 1 . 0 0 
T H E I N V I S I B L E POLICE 

L O U I S P E N D L E T O N 

New Edition in grey cloth — $1.25 
Certificates 

B A P T I S M 1 5 / 

Son and Daughter 
C O N F I R M A T I O N . . . . 1 5 / 

M A R R I A G E (Plain Cover) . 3 5 / 

M A R R I A G E (Silk Moire) . $ 1 . 2 5 

Both the longer service 

THE N E W - C H U R C H PRESS 
108 Clark Street Brooklyn 2, N . Y . 

MARRIED 
B R I N S O N - D E A N E . — M u r i e l M . Deane. 

daughter of M r . and M r s . Charles H . 
Doyle, Sr., Bridgewater, Mass., became 
the wife October 11 of Haro ld D . B r i n -
son Dorchester, Mass., in the church 
of the Bridgewater Society, the Rev. 
Haro ld R. Gustafson officiating. I t was 
a candlelight service followed by a re­
ception. M r . and M r s . Brinson arc 
residing in Linco ln . Mass., for the 
winter. • 

C H A M B E R S - E I K E R M A N . — J o s i e Frances 
Eikerman became the wife Oct. 10 of 

Jack Stewart Chambers, of Florida. The 
bride is the daughter of W. F. E iker ­
man, of Menaik, Alberta , and the 
grand-daughter of M r s . V. D . E iker ­
man. an Edmonton New Church mem­
ber. The Rev. E r w i n D . Reddekopp 
officiated at the parsonage. The Eiker -
mans are making their home at 11936 
— 9 7 t h Ave.. Edmonton. 

ENGAGED 
M r . and M r s . Malson of Oakley, 

Kansas, announce the engagement of 
their daughter, Viola to L a r r y Base, of 
Dundee, popular Pawnee Rock youth. 
Miss Malson teaches school at Gove. 
Kansas, 
BORN 

B R I C K . — M r . and M r s . J . R. (Gene­
vieve) Br i ck , Camhcrton, Mo., announce 
the b ir th September 21 , of Katherine 
Anne. Mrs . Brick is the daughter of 
M r s . Charles D . and the late Reverend 
Mathias. 

New Pastor Busy 
Since his call to the Pawnee Rock. 

Kans.. Society, the Rev. Jul ian H . 
Kendig has found much to do in the 
parish and, w i th M r s . Kendig, is mak­
ing many new friends. He has begun 
a section in the Kansas New Church 
Xrzcs for his Society and is at work on 
its mail ing l ist . 

Portland, Ore., Plans 
I n plans for bui ld ing a new house of 

worship nearer to a residential section 
where i t can better serve the commu­
n i ty , the Port land, Ore., Society re­
cently voted to move to the southeastern 
part of the city's environs. Building-
fund plans now are being considered. 

Diamond Congratulations 
The Henry Kreibels, Pretty Pra ir ie , 

Kans., Society, have been receiving con­
gratulations f rom fellow church mem­
bers and a host of other friends on the 
sixtieth anniversary of their marriage, 
October 31 . 

Installed As Pastor 
The Rev. Ernest Oliver M a r t i n , who 

was ordained in June, was installed as 
pastor of the Wi lmington , Del . , Society 
at a special service Dec. 6, the Rev. 
F r a n k l i n H . Blackmer, president of 
Convention, and the Rev. Paul Sperry, 
general pastor of the M a r y l a n d Asso­
ciation, officiating. 

Thanksgiving Service 
Detroit 's Thanksgiving Service i n 

which Sunday school and congregation 
jo ined was a happy and well attended 
occasion wi th about 125 present. This 
Society's Christmas bazaar and dinner 
also was quite a success, last year's 
receipts being nearly doubled. 

Gift Subscription — $ 1.50 

^ H u r t r n t b a r i j i^rmtttftr 
Assnrtattmt 

OR G A N I Z E D for the preservation, 
translation, publication, and 

distribution of Swedenborg's scien­
tific and philosophical works; the 
promotion of the principles taught 
in them; and their relation to the 
science and philosophy of the pres­
ent day. 
Annual fee for membership, includ­
ing T H E N E W P H I L O S O P H Y , pub­
lished quarterly, is S 3 .00 for the 
United States. 

Address 
Miss B. G . Briscoe, Treasurer, 

Bryn A+hyn, Pa. 
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