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F I R S T N A T I O N A L P R O C L A M A T I O N 

W J H E R E A S i t is the d u t y o f al l nations to acknowledge the providence o f 
* * * A l m i g h t y God , to obey his w i l l , t o be g r a t e f u l f o r his benefits, and h u m b l y 

to implore H i s pro tec t i on and f a v o r ; and whereas b o t h Houses o f Congress 
have, b y their j o i n t Commit tee , requested me " t o recommend to the people 
o f the U n i t e d States a day o f Public T h a n k s g i v i n g and Prayer, to be ob
served b y acknowledging w i t h g ra te fu l hearts the m a n y and signal favors o f 
A l m i g h t y God, especially by af fording t h e m an o p p o r t u n i t y peaceably to estab-
blish a f o r m o f government for their safety and happiness;" 

N o w , therefore, I do recommend and assign Thursday , the 26th day o f 
November next , to be devoted b y the people of these States to the service o f 
that great and glorious Being, w h o is the Beneficent A u t h o r o f al l the good 
t h a t was, that is, or that w i l l be; that we m a y then all u n i t e i n tender ing u n t o 
E l i m our sincere and humble thanks f o r H i s k i n d care and pro tec t i on of the 
people o f this c o u n t r y , previous to their becoming a n a t i o n ; f o r the signal and 
m a n i f o l d mercies, and the favorable interpositions o f H i s providence, i n the 
course and conclusion o f the late w a r ; f o r the great degree o f t r a n q u i l i t y , 
u n i o n , and p l e n t y , w h i c h we have since enjoyed; f o r the peaceable and rat ional 
manner i n w h i c h we have been enabled to establish Const i tut ions of G o v e r n 
ment for our safety and happiness, and p a r t i c u l a r l y the nat ional one n o w lately 
i n s t i t u t e d ; f or the c i v i l and religious l i b e r t y w i t h w h i c h we are blessed, and 
the means we have o f acqu i r ing and di f fusing useful knowledge ; and i n gen
eral, f or all the great and various favors, w h i c h H e has been pleased to confer 
u p o n us. 

A n d , also, that we m a y then un i te i n most h u m b l y o f fer ing our prayers 
and supplications to the great L o r d and Ru ler of N a t i o n s , and beseech H i m 
to pardon our national and other transgressions; to enable us a l l , whether i n 
publ i c or pr ivate stations, t o p e r f o r m our several and relative duties proper ly 
and p u n c t u a l l y ; t o render our N a t i o n a l Government a blessing to all people, b y 
constant ly being a government o f wise, just , and const i tut i ona l laws, discreetly 
and f a i t h f u l l y executed and obeyed; to protect and guide all sovereigns and 
nations (especially such as have shown kindness to u s ) , and to bless t h e m w i t h 
good governments, peace and accord; to promote the knowledge and practice 
of t rue re l ig ion and v i r t u e , and the increasing o f science, among t h e m and us; 
and, generally, t o grant u n t o al l m a n k i n d such a degree o f temporal prosperi ty 
as H e alone knows to be best. G iven under m y hand at the C i t y o f N e w 
Y o r k , the t h i r d day of October , 1789. 

G E O R G E W A S H I N G T O N . 
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There is one God, and He is 
the L o r d and Savior Jesus Christ . 

• 
The Word is Divine and con

tains a spir i tual or inner meaning 
whereby is revealed the way. 

• 
Saving fa i th is to believe in 

H i m and keep the Commandments 
of H i s W o r d . 

• 
E v i l is to be shunned as sin 

against God. 

• 
Human l i fe is unbroken and 

continuous, and the wor ld of the 
spir i t is real and near. 370 



TO GIVE THANKS: A GREATER APPRECIATION 
OF OUR BLESSINGS WILL SURELY FOLLOW 
by W i l f r e d Gould Rice 

Blessed are they that dwell in thy house: they -will 
be still praising thee.—PSALM 8 4 : 4 . 

A L T H O U G H i n g r a t i t u d e general ly is regarded 
as one of the most ignoble of h u m a n f a i l i n g s , 

i t must be confessed t h a t m a n k i n d has been unbe
coming ly slow in r e t u r n i n g thanks f o r blessings re 
ceived. 

I f we had a f r i e n d whose advice always was t r u s t 
w o r t h y , whose w o r d was his bond, whose patience 
was inexhaust ib le , and whose generosity a d m i t t e d l y 
was u n l i m i t e d , mani fes t ly we would find frequent oc
casions to express our g r a t i t u d e . 

B u t w i t h the C r e a t o r , are we not inc l ined to w a i t 
f o r a more convenient t i m e , t o accept H i s blessings 
passively , even t o take them f o r g ranted? 

A g a i n s t this hab i t of m i n d a power fu l ind i c tment 
was presented almost n i n e t y years ago. T h e n , j u s t 
as in these days , our n a t i o n was f a c i n g serious p r o b 
lems ; b u t where other leaders sought an answer i n 
terms of human prudence a great A m e r i c a n s a i d : 

W e have been the recipients o f the choicest 
bounties of heaven; we have been preserved 
these many years i n peace and p r o s p e r i t y ; we 
have g r o w n i n number , wea l th , and power as 
no other n a t i o n has ever g r o w n . B u t we have 
f o r g o t t e n God . W c have f o r g o t t e n the g r a 
cious hand which preserved us i n peace and 
m u l t i p l i e d and enriched and strengthened us, 
and we have v a i n l y imagined , i n the dece i t fu l -
ness of our hear ts , t h a t a l l these blessings 
were produced by some super ior wisdom and 
v i r t u e of our own. I n t o x i c a t e d w i t h unbroken 
success we have become too self-sufficient t o 
feel the necessity of redeeming and preserv ing 
grace , too p r o u d to p r a y to the G o d who made 
us. I t behooves us, then , t o humble ourselves 
before the offended power , t o confess our n a 
t i o n a l sins, and to p r a y f o r clemency and f o r 
giveness. 

I t is l i k e l y t h a t the congregat ions t a k i n g p a r t i n 
the u n i o n T h a n k s g i v i n g services whi ch are being-
held more widely each year , especially those which 
welcome the devout of every f a i t h , are moved by the 
same s p i r i t t h a t led A b r a h a m L i n c o l n to u t t e r the 
words j u s t quoted . 

T h e y feel, as he d i d , t h a t i t is no t r i g h t t o be a 
passive rec ip ient of blessings, t h a t g r a t e f u l a c k n o w l 
edgment should be made ; t h a t thanks should he 
expressed. 

One of the best hopes of ending rel igious i n t o l e r 
ance lies i n the g r o w t h of such b r o t h e r l y s h a r i n g of 
ef forts t o serve our common C r e a t o r . As the d i f 
f erent g roups l earn t o k n o w one ano ther bet ter 
year a f t e r year they w i l l f ind t h a t the ties which 
un i t e them are more p o w e r f u l t h a n the differences 
t h a t keep them in separate g r o u p s . A n d , i f the 

w o r l d a t large is to know t r u e freedom and peace, 
the same b r o t h e r l y s p i r i t must spread f r o m g r o u p 
t o g r o u p and n a t i o n to n a t i o n . 

A f t e r a l l , w h a t s t ronger mot ive could there be 
f o r m u t u a l u n d e r s t a n d i n g and h a r m o n y t h a n a 
wor ldwide r e t u r n t o the a l t a r s of God? Before d i s 
miss ing such a view as naive, let us ask i f a n y other 
course can possibly succeed. I t is slow w o r k , b u t 
i t bui lds u p instead of d e s t r o y i n g . I t saves h u m a n 
l i f e , instead of k i l l i n g . I t makes people everywhere 
k i n d l y disposed t o w a r d others instead of suspicious 
and vengeful . F o r i ts p r o g r a m i t depends upon free 
w i l l of ferings of goods and services instead of o p 
pressive t a x a t i o n and waste. I t is the way of free 
people, not slaves. 

Wherever one finds into lerance , p r e j u d i c e , and 
oppression there w i l l also he f ound lack of under 
s t a n d i n g of our t e x t : "Blessed are they t h a t dwel l 
in t h y house: they w i l l be s t i l l p r a i s i n g thee . " 

Sure ly , the L o r d ' s house is large and b r o a d enough 
f o r a l l his ch i ld ren , and t h a t one who feels t h a t he 
alone deserves an abode therein is i n danger of find
i n g his u l t i m a t e r e s t i n g place elsewhere. 

A number of persons l i v i n g i n the same house 
l e a r n t o respect the r i g h t s and d i g n i t y of one 
another . T h e y l earn to make ad jus tments i n t h e i r 
dealings w i t h each other , t r y i n g a lways to keep the 
re la t i onsh ip f r i e n d l y . T h e y sympathize w i t h one 
another over burdens t h a t must be borne and p r o b 
lems t h a t must be solved. T h e y avoid controvers ia l 
mat te r s and r e f r a i n f r o m c r i t i c i z i n g pract i ces which 
they do not. unders tand . 

As t ime goes on, such a g r o u p develops an esprit 
de corps; t h o u g h each retains his i n d i v i d u a l ideas 
and customs, they find more and more t h a t they 
can s h a r e ; they re jo ice together i n the t r i u m p h of 
one and lament the mis f o r tune of another . 

T r u l y d id the Psalmist w r i t e : 

Beho ld , how good and how pleasant i t is 
f o r b r e t h r e n t o dwell t ogether i n u n i t y ! I t is 
l ike the precious o i n t m e n t u p o n the head, t h a t 
r a n down upon the beard , even A a r o n ' s 
b e a r d : t h a t went down t o the s k i r t s o f his 
g a r m e n t s ; As the dew o f H e r m o n , and as the 
dew t h a t descended u p o n the mountains of 
Z i o n : f o r there the L o r d commanded the bless
i n g , even l i f e f o r evermore. 

(Mr. Bice is minister at St. Paul, Minn.) 
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FORESIGHT AND PROVISION AS TO DEATH 
Providence At Work In Accidents, Death by Peter Peters 

The Lord thy God is with thee whithersoever thou 
goest.—JOSHUA 1 : 9 . The Lord upholdeth all that 
fall, and raiseth up all those that be bowed down.— 
P S A L M 1 4 5 : 1 4 . Wait on the Lord: be of good cour
age, and he shall strengthen thine heart.—PSALM 
2 7 : 1 4 . 

H E S E words assure us t h a t wherever wc go, 
whatever we do, whatever befalls us, here or 

herea f ter , the L o r d is w i t h us. H e p u t s us on our 
feet when we f a l l . H e s t ra ightens us when heavy 
burdens bow us down. H e knows o u r weaknesses 
and gives us s t r e n g t h ; knows our tearfulness and 
gives us c o u r a g e ; knows our waywardness and leads 
us i n t o paths of righteousness. 

W e a l l believe th i s i n a general way . However , 
many questions are asked when dea l ing w i t h specific 
cases o f accident and death . H e r e is an accident 
and a loved one is k i l l e d , others escape; o r disease 
takes away a y o u n g l i f e . 

W a s the L o r d ' s providence w i t h those who re 
mained alive and n o t w i t h the one who died? People 
i n t h e i r s o r row c o m f o r t themselves by say ing , " I t 
is God's w i l l " ; o r , " t h e person's t ime was u p and 
he had t o g o . " B u t i n our calmer moments we can 
ask, " W a s i t God's wi l l ? W a s his t ime up? D i d 
the loved one have to go, regardless?" 

A n answer t o the question o f p r e m a t u r e o r u n 
t i m e l y death involves laws of D i v i n e Providence 
such as the purpose or goal of l i f e , the law of f ree 
dom of choice, the laws o f permiss ion and the laws 
of f o res ight and p r o v i s i o n . L e t us consider some 
of these laws t h r o u g h which God's w i l l operates, 
especially laws o f fores ight and p r o v i s i o n . 

W e believe i t is God's w i l l t h a t a l l should go t o 
heaven. T h a t is the goal of Providence. W e also 
believe t h a t the o r d e r l y way of l i f e is f o r a l l t o g r o w 
t o o ld age and then pass on t o the other l i fe q u i e t l y 
and peaceful ly . T h e very phrases, " u n t i m e l y d e a t h " 
o r " p r e m a t u r e d e a t h , " i m p l y t h a t decease before the 
S c r i p t u r a l l y a l l o t t e d " t h r e e score years and t e n " is 
d i s o r d e r l y . 

T o s u p p o r t the t h o u g h t t h a t l i f e t o o ld age is 
the o r d e r l y s tate , we may note t h a t a l l the forces i n 
n a t u r e w i t h i n and w i t h o u t the h u m a n body w o r k to 
j jreserve t h a t body . W h e n a hone is b r o k e n , n a t u r e 
heals i t a f t e r i t is set. W h e n disease germs a t t a c k , 
the blood sets u p resistance and destroys them. 

T h e L o r d has p r o v i d e d food , medic inal herbs f o r 
heal ing and fuel t o keep us w a r m ; H e has indeed 
suppl ied e v e r y t h i n g needed, f r o m the forces i n n a 
t u r e , t o man's ins t inc t ive urge t o l ive , t h a t he may 
reach his three score years and t en . 

T h a t , we say, is the o r d e r l y way of l i f e , the order 
of Providence , God's w i l l . W e do n o t rebel when 
aged people leave this w o r l d . W e contented ly agree 
t h a t t h a t is the way of l i f e ; t h a t i t is God's w i l l . 

N o w , i f i t is the L o r d ' s purpose t h a t a l l should 
l ive t o a r i p e o ld age, i t cannot also be God's w i l l 
t h a t a person should die i n chi ldhood or middle age. 
Y e t how often we hear i t said when a ch i ld o r y o u n g 

person dies, o r is acc identa l ly k i l l e d , t h a t i t is God's 
w i l l , or t h a t the person's t ime had come, as t h o u g h 
the L o r d had set a t ime before m a t u r i t y f o r some 
people, and not f o r others . 

B u t i f i t is God's w i l l t h a t every person should 
l ive t o o ld age, as we believe, then o ld age is the 
t ime the L o r d has set f o r a l l of us, no t a p r e m a t u r e 
day or year . T h e u n t i m e l y death is n o t God's w i l l . 

I f death comes p r e m a t u r e l y there must be d isorder 
somewhere, wh i ch is no t God's w i l l . Some d i s o r d e r l y 
causes of death are easily understood . T a k e the 
case o f so m a n y deaths b y fire. A house burns down, 
ch i ldren suffer and d i e ; an a i r p l a n e f u l l o f people 
catches fire and m a n y are burned . W e cannot say 
t h a t the death of those, there and then b y fire was 
God's w i l l , o r t h a t t h e i r set t ime h a d come. 

I t is d i sorder , human carelessness or e r r o r or 
ignorance t h a t leads t o accident , su f fer ing and u n 
t i m e l y death. W h e t h e r the fire is s t a r t e d by a f a u l t y 
machine, by an a d u l t d r o p p i n g a l i gh ted c igare t o r 
ch i ldren p l a y i n g w i t h matches, i n whatever case, the 
fire burns a c c o r d i n g t o o r d e r l y laws of n a t u r e and 
of Providence. 

B u t human beings t h r o u g h ignorance or careless
ness lose c o n t r o l over n a t u r e and the result is suf 
f e r i n g and death . T h a t is n o t God's w i l l . 

I n automobi le accidents we can f o l l ow the same 
line of reasoning. People take unreasonable chances, 
ignore w a r n i n g s , lose c o n t r o l and death is the resu l t . 

A g a i n , death comes t h r o u g h n a t u r a l calamities as 
floods, earthquakes or by disease. I f people choose 
to l ive in a val ley l i k e l y to flood, or b u i l d a c i t y 
a t the f oo t of a vo lcano, they choose free ly t o take 
a chance. 

W e do not expect the L o r d t o move those m o u n 
tains n o r t o change the course of the r i v e r , nor t o 
a l t e r any laws of n a t u r e to accommodate those 
people. Floods and earthquakes are governed b y 
o r d e r l y laws which do no t change. W c are expected 
t o a d j u s t ourselves to n a t u r e , c o n t r o l i t , and not 
defy i t . 

L ikewise , in cases of disease; we expose ourselves 
de l iberate ly or i g n o r a n t l y to k n o w n and u n k n o w n 
diseases. T o o o f ten we abuse our bodies o u t r a g e 
ously by over -eat ing or o v e r - d r i n k i n g , b y exposure 
t o cold or exhaust ion , and then wonder w h y we are 
sick or sub jec t t o contag ion and p r e m a t u r e death . 

T h e r e are some diseases of which the causes and 
remedies are n o t k n o w n , and w i t h the best of our 
wits we are helpless, and death comes a l l t oo ear ly . 
B u t even here we cannot say t h a t i t is God's w i l l . 
I t is our ignorance . R a t h e r , i t is God's w i l l t h a t 
wc l e a r n more about disease and l e a r n t o c o n t r o l i t , 
as we have a l r eady done i n so m a n y cases. 

T h e L o r d created man t o have domin ion over 
b i r d s , beasts and creeping t h i n g s , and t h a t includes 
bac ter ia and disease germs. A l l n a t u r e is created 
f o r our use, the L o r d has given us the respons ib i l i t y 
to s t u d y and t o c o n t r o l i t . A n d when we do, we 



find t h a t water and fire and even bacter ia work f o r 
man's benefit. 

Of course, any n a t u r a l blessing m a y , by abuse, 
be t u r n e d i n t o a curse. I t is the L o r d ' s w i l l t h a t 
we use the intel l igence r a t i o n a l i t y and l i b e r t y H e 
has g iven us to make our l i f e f u l l e r and bet ter by 
m a s t e r i n g the laws of n a t u r e and u s i n g them f o r 
good. 

So we learn t o creep, to walk , to fly, to harness 
al l n a t u r e ; h u t ever}' a t t e m p t is beset w i t h r isks . 
As we take these r isks , we may s l ip or f a l l , bu t " T h e 
L o r d t h y God is w i t h thee whithersoever t h o u goest , " 
and t u r n s every honest e f fort t o a good end. 

W e believe t h a t the L o r d foresees a l l our acc i 
dents , su f fer ing and u n t i m e l y death. B u t too o f ten 
we confuse this fores ight w i t h f o r e o r d i n a t i o n , and 
m a n y t h i n k t h a t because God foresees an event t h a t 
H e wills i t , and has foreordained i t . T h e L o r d sees 
danger or death coming , t o be sure, bu t t h a t does 
n o t mean t h a t H e foreordains o r wil ls i t . 

A p a r e n t , f o r example, can foresee t h a t i t s c h i l d 
i n l e a r n i n g to walk w i l l have many a f a l l , or i n 
l e a r n i n g t o skate w i l l get h u r t ; b u t t h a t does not 
mean t h a t the p a r e n t ordains the f a l l and consequent 
suf fer ing . N e i t h e r does the p a r e n t prevent the c h i l d 
f r o m t a k i n g the r i s k , f o r then the ch i ld would never 
learn to wa lk o r t o skate. T h e wise p a r e n t , because 
of f o res ight , provides means t o make the l e a r n i n g 
less p a i n f u l , provides something t o hold onto , or 
pads to ease the f a l l . 

L i f e insurance companies know j u s t exac t ly how 
m a n v people w i l l die this year , next year and 
the n e x t — a t 40 or 50 or 60 years of age. T h e y 
foresee so many deaths, b u t they do n o t f o r e o r d a i n 
them. H a v i n g this fores ight enables them t o p r o 
vide f or those deaths. F u r t h e r m o r e , these com
panies do al l they can to prevent accidents and 
death , send out l i t e r a t u r e f o r i n s t r u c t i o n , w a r n i n g , 
and p r o m o t e safety campaigns . Y e t in a l l th i s they 
cannot prevent people f r o m f a l l i n g down sta irs or 
k i l l i n g themselves w i t h cars , or b u r n i n g , or d r o w n i n g . 

T h e L o r d ' s f o res ight , or foreknowledge does n o t 
mean f o r e o r d i n a t i o n . T h e L o r d has given us free
dom, a freedom we cherish as l i f e i t s e l f ; H e has 
given us reason and respons ib i l i t y , and never takes 
these f r o m us. H e expects us t o use these t o p l a n 
and work out the detai ls o f our d a i l y lives. I t is 
human f a i l u r e in the f o r m of had j u d g m e n t , care
lessness, ignorance and conceit t h a t is the cause of 
most accidents and u n t i m e l y deaths. 

On the other hand , i t is this very suf fer ing and 
disorder t h a t gives us d e t e r m i n a t i o n t o seek and 
find order , not on ly t o prevent accident and suf fer ing 
b u t to obta in dominion over n a t u r e , i n c l u d i n g human 
n a t u r e t h a t l i f e may be fu l l e r and happ ier . 

I f the L o r d in ter f e red w i t h our freedom or w i t h 
the laws of n a t u r e whenever we make mistakes, or 
suffer p a i n , t o relieve us of su f fer ing , we would never 
l earn nor grow. W e would not even learn t o wa lk , i n 
s h o r t , there would be no human l i f e . 

W h i l e the L o r d ' s fores ight does not mean fore 
o r d i n a t i o n , i t does i m p l y p rov i s i on . " T h e L o r d 
u p h o l d e t h a l l t h a t f a l l , and ra iseth u p a l l those t h a t 
be bowed d o w n . " W c must no t t h i n k of H i m as 
c a l m l y l o o k i n g down upon us, merely w a t c h i n g us 

g rope in the d a r k and w a i t i n g f o r us t o stumble and 
die. Foreknowledge involves prov i s i on f o r each case. 
Because the L o r d can foresee, H e can and does p r o 
v i d e ; which H e could no t do w i t h o u t f o res ight . 

T h e L o r d i n H i s divine providence provides f o r 
each i n d i v i d u a l whether death comes to a ch i ld , or 
a y o u n g man i n w a r , o r i n m a t u r i t y . H e provides 
a l l t h a t is required to b r i n g each v i c t i m t o the heav
enly home which H e himself has gone t o p repare . 
T h e m a n y mansions are p r e p a r e d and ready f o r 
any man's u n t i m e l y a r r i v a l w i t h a l l t h a t he needs 
to cont inue his g r o w t h . 

Even we know t h a t accidents w i l l happen and 
t h r o u g h our l i m i t e d fores ight prov ide ambulances 
w i t h k i t s of d i s in fec tants , sedatives, bandages, blood 
banks, ready f o r emergencies. W e can feel sure t h a t 
whatever the n a t u r e of the u n t i m e l y death , the L o r d 
has foreseen i t and made per fect p rov i s i on f o r every 
need. 

I n this w o r l d , the L o r d has prov ided e v e r y t h i n g 
t h a t is good and needful f o r the g r o w t h of our minds 
and bodies. H e has also prov ided for our s p i r i t u a l 
welfare here, has g iven us H i s W o r d w i t h i ts rules 
of l i f e , i n s t r u c t i o n , guidance and w a r n i n g ; and has 
given us a conscience f o r the g r o w t h of the soul. 

A n d over there? O f t w o in an accident, one is 
t a k e n , the other l e f t . T h e one le f t is taken t o the 
h o s p i t a l , under D i v i n e Providence, and given the 
best care t h a t human love and wisdom can give, 
medical a i d , c o m f o r t , kindness. 

Sha l l the one taken beyond receive less? N o , 
r a t h e r , m o r e ! The L o r d has prov ided e v e r y t h i n g 
good and needful f o r his e ternal happiness. F i r s t 
o f a l l he en joys a recept ion by the angels of heaven. 
These angelic nurses receive h im w i t h heavenly love. 
T h e y tender ly min i s te r to a l l his needs. T h e y p r o 
tect h i m f r o m evil and p r e p a r e h im and guide h im 
to his heavenly home. T h e y give h im f a r bet ter , 
more per fect care t h a n anyone on e a r t h can give. 
T h e L o r d in H i s f ores ight has prov ided a b u n d a n t l y 
f o r a l l his needs and f o r his e ternal happiness. A n d 
perhaps , one d a y , the one who went ahead w i l l be 
on hand to give the same j o y o u s and l o v i n g recep
t i o n t o h im who remained behind. 

W h e n we have learned the g rea t lesson of t r u s t 
in D i v i n e Providence, we w i l l know t h a t the L o r d 
has prov ided c o m f o r t f o r us to case the shock should 
u n t i m e l y death come t o one of our loved ones, " F o r 
I the L o r d t h y God w i l l hold t h y r i g h t hand , say ing 
u n t o thee, Fear n o t ; I w i l l help thee . " 

(Mr. Peters is missionary minister in the Gulf 
States Field, making his headquarters in Gulfport 
where recently a church was erected and dedicated.) 

Eternal Light 
Oh, let Eternal L i g h t immerse my soul, 
A n d steadfast Love keep my heart warm and true , 
And as the Angels write upon the scroll 
I would wi th God hold constant interview. 
For Oh, there is so much I need to know. 
So much there is I need to understand, 
Nourish Thou me, so that my heart w i l l grow 
And into T h y Boundlessness my soul expand. 

B E S S F O S T E R S M I T H 



E D I T O R I A L S 

Thanksgiving and Revelation 
H E r e - p u b l i c a t i o n elsewhere i n this issue o f the 

f i rs t p a r t o f H e c t o r W a y l e n ' s " P h i l o s o p h y of 
D r e a m s " can remind one easily enough of the m a n y 
t imes—seventy-one t o be e x a c t — t h e sub jec t is d i 
r e c t l y dealt, w i t h i n S c r i p t u r e . N o t the least notable 
of these instances as recorded in I Kings is the L o r d ' s 
appearance t o K i n g Solomon a t Gibeon " i n a dream 
b y n i g h t . " T h e occasion is remarkable i n the sense 
t h a t i t is God who is, so t o speak, t h a n k i n g Solomon 
instead of the k i n g g i v i n g thanks t o the L o r d . Be
cause of Solomon's personal conduct which was the 
resu l t , God in fo rms h i m , of w a l k i n g in the statutes 
of D a v i d his f a t h e r , he is asked t o name his own 
r e w a r d . Solomon answered wisely, we a l l know, but 
the p o i n t we have in m i n d at the moment is t h a t 
r i g h t a t the t ime when r i c h experience should have 
t a u g h t h im bet ter , he responded t o the L o r d ' s benefi
cence w i t h i n g r a t i t u d e , a l l o w i n g " s t r a n g e women" 
to t u r n away his h e a r t . 

H o w t y p i c a l i t a l l is , and meant t o be so, and 
n a t u r a l l y , at T h a n k s g i v i n g , we are more inc l ined 
to r e g a r d its personal a p p l i c a t i o n t h a n to consider 
the lesson i t offers say to C h u r c h and Sta te , 
especially the C h u r c h . 

W h e n one th inks of the debt the C h u r c h owes t o 
the F o u n d e r of C h r i s t i a n i t y , n o t t o say the T o l e r -
a t o r even of the innocent ly i g n o r a n t i d o l a t o r , i t is 
p l a i n enough t h a t i ts s t a n d i n g , progress and p r o s 
pects offer too l i t t l e f o r which to be t h a n k f u l , seen 
as g r a t i t u d e to God . T h e "b l ood o f the m a r t y r s " 
has been the seed u r g i n g i t s way t o the surface, 
ye t barren finally, we believe of v e r y l i t t l e f r u i t on 
most vines other t h a n such grapes as beguiled 
the m y t h i c a l T a n t a l u s . 

T h e R e f o r m a t i o n , while s lashing the falsit ies and 
t e m p o r a l power of the R o m a n C h u r c h , what d o c t r i n -
a l l y or i n s t r u c t i v e l y f r o m the s tandpo in t of revela
t i o n and reason d id i t b r i n g t o the rel igious l i fe? 
One could almost say the I t a l i a n Renaissance had 
done more. 

A n d now once again w i t h t h a t very revelat ion 
and reason so c l ear ly and def initely before the doc
t o r s of the C h u r c h since 1757 , do they welcome i t , 
even consider i t ? T h e r e is l i t t l e thanks f o r i t , 
c e r t a i n l y . 

L e t us be t h a n k f u l indeed f o r our many blessings, 
as we believe hea l th and sufficient possessions t o be ; 
b u t let us also—we of the New C h u r c h — m a k e o u r 
g r a t i t u d e p r a c t i c a l by t r y i n g h a r d e r t h a n ever t o 
do more t h a n merely t o s c ra t ch the hardened sur 
face t h a t f o r b i d d i n g l y repulses rel igious belief not 
founded on t r a d i t i o n , o r t h o d o x y , s t a t i c i s m . — L . M . 

Revolution of Expectations 
N A N address s h o r t l y a f t e r r e t u r n i n g f r o m his 

w o r l d t o u r , the 1952 a s p i r a n t f o r the p res i 
dency said in a speech g i v i n g a n account of his ex
periences, " W e are i n an era of r e v o l u t i o n — t h e evo
l u t i o n of r i s i n g expec ta t i ons . " T h i s is a t e l l i n g 

phrase , bu t Governor Stevenson d i d n o t expand on 
i t especially, nor do we recal l t h a t the press e d i t o r i 
al ized, o r t h a t the commentators commentated. Yes , 
there is indeed a f oo t a r e v o l u t i o n of expectancy , 
even more so perhaps t h a n expectancy o f a r evo lu 
t i o n a n y w a y behind the I r o n C u r t a i n . 

P l a i n l y we are i n an age of r i s i n g expec tat i on , i t 
is i n the a i r in every d e p a r t m e n t of l i f e , p a r t i c u l a r l y 
a t the grass roots o f the C h u r c h . I t is n o t the 
sor t o f expectancy which no longer , except f o r a 
few i n t r a n s i g e a n t sects, expects the b o d i l y r e t u r n 
of the L o r d a t some m a t h e m a t i c a l l y determined 
d a t e ; i t is no t the expectancy t h a t of a sudden a l l 
w i l l be sweetness and l i g h t because a "new heaven 
and a new h e a r t " has been S c r i p t u r a l l y promised , 
i t is r a t h e r a y e a r n i n g perhaps t h a n a conclusion, 
t h a t there is more t o the Gai 'dcn of Eden S t o r y 
t h a n a l i t e r a l account of c rea t i on and the " f a l l " ; 
more t o the s t o r y of I s r a e l t h a n a record of a re
bell ious, u n g r a t e f u l people s t u m b l i n g a long i n a 
desert ; more indeed t o sa lvat ion 's promise t h a n a 
sor t of paradise a p i n g even Mohammet ' s ef fulgent 
c rud i t i es . 

A t e s t i n g g r o u n d and m e l t i n g p o t f o r our belief 
t h a t this is indeed an age of r i s i n g expectat ions 
re l ig i ous ly , has been Convention 's B ib le S t u d y School 
whose near 1500 m a i n l y "grass r o o t " students , 
w i t h i n a few years , and f r o m a l l denominat ions , 
eagerly have manifested a reaching out and u p , a 
l o o k i n g f o r w a r d to reve lat ion , and p r e p a r a t i o n f o r 
i t as so a b u n d a n t l y shown i n some let ters published 
on another page in this n u m b e r . — L . M . 

T h e Unknown Journey 
(An editorial in the Montrael G A Z E T T E , April 25.) 

A D I S C U S S I O N was t a k i n g place the other d a y 
i n a M o n t r e a l c lub. I t was r a t h e r unusua l . 

Someone had proposed the question " I f y o u had the 
choice of l i v i n g y o u r l i fe over a g a i n , would y o u be 
ready to do so?" 

A t once some members i n the g r o u p began s a y i n g 
t h a t i t m i g h t be somewhat a t t r a c t i v e , i f one could 
make use of the experience gained on the first j o u r 
ney. On the second a t t e m p t , one m i g h t be able t o 
avoid the p i t f a l l s . 

B u t the person who had proposed the question 
would not al low any such condi t ions . H e insisted 
t h a t his query app l ied on ly t o l i v i n g l i f e over aga in , 
exac t ly as i t had been l ived before, w i t h n o t h i n g 
whatever changed. 

A f t e r some hesi tat ions , everyone ended by a d m i t 
t i n g t h a t they would not wish t o t r ead aga in the 
same p a t h by which they had come. Somehow, once 
was enough. N o t t h a t they had become cynics , or 
men of d i s i l lus ion . L i f e , they agreed, had been good. 
B u t something in the mere process of r e p e t i t i o n 
caused them to w i t h d r a w f r o m the prospect . 

W h a t is i t then, asked the o r i g i n a l questioner, 
t h a t seems t o make the first j o u r n e y so w o r t h w h i l e , 
b u t makes the t h o u g h t of a second j o u r n e y , by the 

(Concluded on next page) 
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s a m e p a t h , so b leak a n d d r e a r y ? A n d t h e a n s w e r 
was not f a r to seek. A g r e a t p a r t of t h e v e r y 
v i t a l i t y of l i v i n g lies i n t h e u n k n o w n . T o l ive life 
over a g a i n is l ike r e a d i n g a s t o r y , when the e n d i n g 
is k n o w n . I t i s t h e a n t i c i p a t i o n , t h e f e e l i n g of a d 
v e n t u r e , t h a t g ives l i v i n g i ts s a v o r . T a k e i t a w a y 
— m a p o u t t h e whole r o a d — a n d n o b o d y wishes to 
m a k e t h e s a m e d u l l j o u r n e y . 

E v e r y o n e a d m i t t e d t h a t i t a l l seemed o d d l y c o n 
t r a d i c t o r y . F o r w h a t w o r r i e s e v e r y o n e is j u s t the 
f a c t t h a t e v e r y t h i n g is u n c e r t a i n . S e c u r i t y seems 
so d e s i r a b l e a n a s s e t t h a t m o s t p e o p l e w o u l d g i v e 
a l m o s t a n y t h i n g to w i n i t . Y e t , i t is j u s t t h i s w a n t 
of s e c u r i t y — t h i s p e r v a d i n g sense of t h e u n k n o w n t o 
m o r r o w — t h a t m a k e s l i fe a l i v e . T a k e i t a w a y , a n d 
n o t h i n g is left b u t a c l a t t e r i n g t r e a d m i l l . 

S o m e p e o p l e m a y r e m e m b e r a c u r i o u s m a p t h a t 
used to a p p e a r i n the f r o n t of q u a i n t o ld copies of 
J o h n B u n y a n ' s P i l g r i m ' s P r o g r e s s . I t w a s a m a p 
of the j o u r n e y t h a t C h r i s t i a n t o o k f r o m the C i t y 
o f D e s t r u c t i o n to the C e l e s t i a l C i t y . I t showed a l l 
the l a n d m a r k s on t h e w a y a n d a l l t h e t r i a l s a n d t r i b 
u l a t i o n s a n d t r i u m p h s of the g r e a t p i l g r i m . 

Y e t the j o u r n e y w o u l d h a v e been a p o o r t h i n g 
indeed i f C h r i s t i a n h a d to m a k e i t w i t h s u c h a m a p 
in his h a n d . T h e whole g l o r y of t h e j o u r n e y l a y 
i n h i s f a i t h a n d c o u r a g e . B u t h a d he seen t h e whole 
p a t h before h i m on t h e m a p — t h e n f a i t h w o u l d d ie , 
: i s s o m e t h i n g unneeded . A n d when f a i t h w a s gone , 
w h a t w o u l d be l e f t ? 

T h e whole p o e t r y a n d d e p t h a n d r e l i g i o n of t h i s 
w o r l d come f r o m t h e v e r y f a c t t h a t no m a n k n o w s 
w h a t t h e m o r r o w m a y b r i n g f o r t h . I t m a k e s l i fe , 
to be s u r e , a n a n x i o u s a n d t r o u b l e d p r o s p e c t . B u t 
i t offers to t h e w a y f a r e r s a l l t h a t t h e y m a y a c h i e v e 
of g r e a t n e s s a n d s a t i s f a c t i o n a n d c h a r i t a b l e n e s s . 

A n d t h o s e who foresee t r o u b l e i n t h e y e a r s a h e a d , 
m a y s t i l l c l i n g to t h e h o p e t h a t s o m e t h i n g b e t t e r 
t h a n a l l t h a t is p a s t is s t i l l to come . A n d the best 
m a y be the l a s t of a l l . 

T h e n a t u r a l r e l u c t a n c e to l ive l i fe o v e r a g a i n i s 
no r e j e c t i o n of l i fe i t se l f . R a t h e r i t is t h e s i n c e r e s t 
t r i b u t e t h a t c a n be p a i d to t h e e s s e n t i a l g l o r y of 
l i v i n g . F o r i t is o n l y t h e u n k n o w n j o u r n e y t h a t 
m a y l e a d a t l a s t to the f a i r h a v e n . 

L I F E i s a m o m e n t between t w o e t e r n i t i e s in f luenced 
b y a l l t h a t h a s p r e c e d e d , a n d to inf luence a l l t h a t 
f o l l o w s . — C h a n n i n g . 

Bitter Illusion 
( T h e A r m i s t i c e of 1 9 1 8 ) 

W h a t caused the orgy of laughter and t e a r s ? 
W h a t made the nations forget their f e a r s ? 
A message was flashed from pole to pole 
T h a t quickened the breath of every soul . 
N o more would cannon and deadly gas 
E n g u l f m a n k i n d i n a black m o r a s s ; 
O n e word electrified the w o r l d 
A n d freemen's voices s w i r l e d and s w i r l e d 
Above the blare of trumpet and d r u m , 
Abandoned in d e l i r i u m : — 
T h e armist ice was sealed and s igned , 
F r e e d o m envisioned for a l l m a n k i n d . 

E L I Z A B E T H T . B U R N H A M . 

Swedenborg's Writings 
In E v e r y New C h u r c h Home 

T o assist toward that desirable end , the S w e d e n 
borg Foundat ion repeats this y e a r its offer to 
furnish to N e w C h u r c h families on request a n y 
three volumes of the S t a n d a r d E d i t i o n of S w e d e n 
borg's theological writ ings for h a l f p r i c e — v i z . , 
$ 1 . 5 0 per s e t — o n e set to a home. 

A s a specified quantity again has been al located 
for this p r o j e c t the first appl icants w i l l have the 
advantage unt i l the spec ia l ly p r i c e d stock is ex 
hausted. 

I f you decide to accept this offer send only $ 1 . 5 0 , 
s tat ing the name and address of the N e w C h u r c h 
Society of w h i c h you are a member, (or that you 
a r c a believer in the doctrines of the N e w C h u r c h , 
but due to location have no local contact with i t ) , 
and naming any three books from the fol lowing 
l i s t : 

A r c a n a C o e l e s t i a — 1 2 v o l s . ; A p o c a l y p s e 
R e v e a l e d — 2 v o l s . ; H e a v e n and H e l l ; C o n -
j u g i a l L o v e ; T r u e C h r i s t i a n R e l i g i o n — 2 
v o l s . ; D i v i n e L o v e and W i s d o m ; D i v i n e 
P r o v i d e n c e ; T h e F o u r D o c t r i n e s ; M i s c e l l . 
Theologica l W o r k s ; A p o c a l y p s e E x p l a i n e d 
— 2 v o l s . ; Posthumous T h e o l o g i c a l W o r k s — 
2 vols . 

A s an example , a good selection would be " T r u e 
C h r i s t i a n R e l i g i o n , " (2 vo ls . ) and " D i v i n e P r o v i 
d e n c e . " O r " A r c a n a C o e l e s t i a , " vol . I , " H e a v e n 
and H e l l , " a n d " T h e F o u r D o c t r i n e s . " 

S h o u l d more than three volumes be desired the 
addit ional books w i l l be furnished at the regular 
price of $ 1 . 0 0 per volume. 

Y o u r order w i l l receive prompt attention, post
paid . 

S W E D E N B O R G F O U N D A T I O N , I N C . 
5 1 E a s t 42nd S t . N e w Y o r k 1 7 , N . Y . 

As Our Forefathers Did 
E v e r y r e l i g i o u s o r g a n i z a t i o n , h o s p i t a l , s c h o o l , o r 

c h a r i t a b l e i n s t i t u t i o n , m u s t d e p e n d f o r i ts c o n t i n u e d 
g r o w t h on g i f t s f r o m i t s a d h e r e n t s , m a d e d u r i n g 
t h e l i f e - t i m e of t h e d o n o r s , o r af fected a f t e r t h e i r 
d e c e a s e . A s n u m e r o u s g i f t s a n d l e g a c i e s r e c e i v e d 
b y the G e n e r a l C o n v e n t i o n in the p a s t w i l l a t t e s t , 
i t is no e x c e p t i o n to t h i s r u l e . 

W e in vi te y o u to c o n s i d e r w h e t h e r y o u c a n do 
y o u r p a r t in c a r r y i n g o n t h e f u t u r e w o r k of C o n 
v e n t i o n b y f o l l o w i n g the e x a m p l e of t h o s e who h a v e 
g o n e a h e a d of u s . Y o u m a y be able to l e a v e a 
l e g a c y to the C h u r c h in y o u r w i l l ; o r y o u m a y p r o 
v ide t h a t some a t l e a s t of the i n s u r a n c e on y o u r 
l i fe s h a l l be p a y a b l e to C o n v e n t i o n i n the event the 
i n d i v i d u a l who w o u l d rece ive t h e p r o c e e d s of t h e 
p o l i c y , does not. s u r v i v e y o u . 

A n y f o r m of g i f t of t h i s k i n d , is f a v o r e d b y l a w ; 
a n d i n m o s t i n s t a n c e s is e x e m p t f r o m t a x e s . T h i s 
is p a r t i c u l a r l y t r u e a s to t h e f e d e r a l t a x , w h i c h 
o f ten is the l a r g e s t t a x to be i m p o s e d ; a n d a s a 
r e s u l t , the g i f t c o s t s o n l y a f r a c t i o n of t h e a m o u n t 
i t seems to c o s t . — G E O R G E P A I I S C H , Vice-President. 
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The Philosophy of Dreams 
by Hector W a y l e n 

P A R T O N E 

T o D R E A M is AN" E X P E R I E N ' C E coi i inion to t h e m a j o r i t y of the h u m a n 
r a c e ; t h o u g h I h a v e met w i t h people who h a v e t o l d me t h e y n e v e r d r e a m 
a t a l l . S o m e people d r e a m o c c a s i o n a l l y ; o t h e r s d r e a m i n t h e i r s leep a l m o s t 
a l w a y s . 

W h a t e v e r views wc m a y h o l d as to the d e s i r a b i l i t y a n d l e g i t i m a c y of 
w h a t in these d a y s is t e r m e d " p s y c h i c d e v e l o p m e n t , " d r e a m s c o n s t i t u t e a 
f o r m of p s y c h i c e x p e r i e n c e w i t h w h i c h it is no use to q u a r r e l , f o r so m a n y 
h a v e i t , n o r c o u l d t h e y p r e v e n t i t even i f t h e y w i s h e d to do so . I n the 
p r e s e n t a r t i c l e I p r o p o s e to c o n s i d e r brief ly the c a u s e s of t h i s e x p e r i e n c e , 
its v a r i e t i e s , a n d w h a t o f prof i t t h e r e m a y be f o r us b y i ts m e a n s . 

A s in so m a n y o t h e r deep a n d difficult p r o b l e m s , we s h a l l d e r i v e t h e 
c l e a r e s t e x p l a n a t i o n f r o m S w e d e n b o r g , a n d find a t t h e s a m e t ime t h a t 
h u m a n e x p e r i e n c e f u l l y s u p p o r t s h i s 

125. " S i g n i f i c a t i v e d r e a m s , " he found, 
" took the form of correspondences , " 
and in one of the Documents he ob
serves that the L o r d does not make rev
elations in dreams n o w a d a y s , but "one 
who understands correspondences may 
derive advantage from his d r e a m s . " 

D u r i n g sleep the b r a i n is more open 
to attack than d u r i n g the hours of 
wakefulness , for which reason man is 
especia l ly in the L o r d ' s keeping , d u r i n g 
that period, for " l o v e never s l e e p s . " 
A. 1983. No doubt the P s a l m i s t under
stood this w h e n he s a i d : " I w i l l both 
lay me down i n peace, a n d s l e e p : for 
thou, L o r d , alone, makest me dwell in 
s a f e t y . " Ps. 4 :8. 

O n e other use Swedenborg mentions, 
in w h i c h dreams play a p a r t , is the 
process of " v a s t a t i o n " : a l a y i n g waste 
of old thought-complexes of the past , 
necessary in the process of interior 
transformation. T h i s indeed may be 
so, a n d may account for many of the 
wearisome a n d unaccountable dreams 
which one would rather be without. 

A n d now I have used a modern 
term derived from F r e u d ! " T h o u g h t -
c o m p l e x e s " : a l a s , what a descent it is 
from the definite knowledge of S w e d e n 
horg to the speculations of this reputed 
philosopher of modern times whose 
" I n t e r p r e t a t i o n of D r e a m s " has caused 
so much equal ly futi le speculation 

view of the c a s e . F i r s t , t h e n , we w i l l 
see w h a t he h a s to s a y u p o n t h e 
s u b j e c t . 

S w e d e n b o r g devides d r e a m s i n t o 
t h r e e c l a s s e s , b u t a c t u a l l y i n t o 
f o u r , in the f o l l o w i n g d e s c r i p t i o n : 
" T h e first [ t y p e of d r e a m s ] come 
m e d i a t e l y t h r o u g h h e a v e n f r o m t h e 
L o r d ; s u c h were t h e p r o p h e t i c 
d r e a m s t r e a t e d o f i n the W o r d . T h e 
second k i n d come t h r o u g h angelic-
s p i r i t s , especial ly those who are at the 
r ight , in front , above, where there a r e 
p a r a d i s i a c a l things. . . . T h e th ird k i n d 
come through the spirits who are near 
when man is as leep, which are also s i g 
nificative. F a n t a s t i c dreams come from 
a different s o u r c e . " Arcana Coelestia 
1976. 

T h a t this was so was shown to S w e 
denborg by m a n y experiences . Angelic-
thought, descending, took symbol ic or 
other pictorial form in his m i n d . A s to 
spir i ts of lower p l a n e s , he found that 
their conversation among themselves 
corresponded exact ly to his dreams , 
when such were associated with him. 
A l s o , that such spir i ts would act the 
parts of persons represented in his 
d r e a m s . See various notes on the sub
j e c t in A. 1977, 1979, 1980 ; Spiritual 
Diary 391G, 4146 , 4404 , 6319 . 

O f the lower and less important v a 
rieties of d r e a m , he remarks i n his 
Adversaria 182, 184, V o l . 2, " s o m e are 
mere i l lusions , and contain h a r d l y a n y 
thing except mere diversion or ig inat ing 
in the things suggested b y the blood 
and past thoughts . " 

D r e a m s , he found, could be produced 
by evil sp ir i ts as wel l as good, and he 
gives some examples of the former in 
his Diary. T h e same r e m a r k appl ies 
also to visions , though these are a dif 
ferent grade of experience as compared 
with dreams , A. 1975. 

M e n of the Most Ancient C h u r c h , 
Swedenborg r e m a r k s , " w e r e instructed 
bv means of visions and d r e a m s . " A. 

J JUL Tbio Qhhutiamh^ 
A Q U A R T E R L Y J O U R N A L 
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$2.00 a year 
A n interesting and vigorous maga
zine you w i l l want to read and 

hand to friends. 

134 BOWDOIN STREET 
Boston 8, Mass. 

among students of what is called 
" p s y c h o l o g y " . . . and yet , in my opin
ion, F r e u d was ignorant of the very 
A B C of the s u b j e c t ! 

W h e n D a r w i n ' s " O r i g i n of S p e c i e s " 
was first publ ished , superficial people 
were delighted to find there was a way 
of accounting for things without " G o d " 
and " s p e c i a l " creations. T h e universe 
had j u s t evo lved : it was so s i m p l e ! 
S i m i l a r l y we have people who insist 
that a l l p s y c h i c a l experiences are purely 
" s u b j e c t i v e " : neither " s p i r i t s " nor any 
other k i n d of w o r l d than the mater ia l , 
with which we are a l l acquainted , are 
necessary in explanat ion . 

So also in the question of dreams : 
they are mere meanderings of a brain 
hal f -as leep . W e l l , some of them are, 
no doubt, but let us look a little farther 
than the fashions of our t i m e ! 

Before t a k i n g concrete examples I 
should j u s t l ike to notice that the Zohar 
supports S w e d e n h o r g on one mysterious 
point : and I s t i l l th ink that S w e d e n 
borg was quite unacquainted with the 
K a b b a l i s t i c l i terature . 

A s we have j u s t seen, Swedenborg 
speaks of dreams , from the angelic 
w o r l d , as emanat ing from " t h e r i g h t " : 
i.e., the s p i r i t u a l " r i g h t " which has pure 
love as its impulse . So too in the Zohar 
the " r i g h t " a n d " l e f t " are discussed, 
and the opinion is added that dreams 
contain something of untruth as ema
nat ing from the " l e f t " as wel l as the 
" r i g h t . " T h e s e terms in the K a b b a l a h 
refer to the great division in Cosmic 
forces which that philosophy recognizes. 

A n d now let us review the history of 
the s u b j e c t , and consider some exam
ples of various k inds of dreams , so far 
as is possible in a br ie f essay . I n the 
earl iest ages, when men were more open 
to the s p i r i t u a l w o r l d than they are to
d a y , they were taught " b y visions and 
d r e a m s . " B u t at the period of moral 
degeneration described in the B i b l e by 
the F l o o d , we read that the L o r d " s h u t 
the d o o r " of the A r k . 

M a n , for his own safety and ultimate 
s p i r i t u a l good, was made less open and 
sensitive to influx from angels and 
s p i r i t s , a n d when we consider that the 
B o r d e r l a n d was becoming fu l l of unde
sirable entit ies , it is not difficult to 
understand something of this d ispensa
tion of the D i v i n e Providence . 

B u t i f the " d o o r " was shut , thus 
caus ing what we m a y term the prophetic 
faculties to become latent in m a n , and 
only active in a s m a l l minority , some 
c h i n k s , it would seem, were left open, 
for ordinary people, in the d r e a m -
facul ty , which we find in a l l races , and 
in a large proportion of the individuals 
of those races . W e find also that , ex
cept among our benighted material ists , 
there lias a l w a y s been some real under-

(Next page please) 
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s tanding of the f a c u l t y — a n d its l i m i 
tations. 

A s to the B i b l e , we have m a n y nota
ble instances of d r e a m s , symbolic a n d 
instruct ive , f rom J a c o b ' s " w a y of s t e p s " 
to P e t e r ' s great sheet ful l of animals , 
c lean and unclean. A n d whi le many 
dreams are represented as caused by 
the L o r d , it is recognized also that they 
may have a very different or ig in . T h u s , 
d u r i n g the B a b y l o n i a n capt iv i ty , and at 
a time when true prophets were few, it 
was s a i d , through J e r e m i a h : " L e t not 
your prophets that are in your midst , 
nor your d iv iners , beguile y o u : neither 
hearken ye unto your dreams which ye 
are d r e a m i n g ; for falsely are they 
p r o p h e s y i n g to you in m y n a m e ; I have 
not sent them, declareth Y a h w e h . " 
Jeremiah 29 :8 . 

N o r w e r e things very much better 
d u r i n g the period fol lowing the E x i l e , 
if the j u d g m e n t of J e s u s b e n - S i r a c h he 
any indication. " I f they be not sent 
from the Most H i g h in thy vis i tat ion, 
set not thy heart upon them. F o r 
dreams have deceived m a n y , and they 
have failed that put their t r u s t i n 
t h e m . " E celestas ticus 34 :6 -7 . T h i s 
was writ ten about the 3 r d century B . C . , 
and the w r i t e r sends his reader hack to 
the genuine W o r d . 

B u t with the B i b l i c a l examples we 
are a l l f a m i l i a r , and I pass now to the 
study of the subject in what is termed 
" s e c u l a r " l i terature . G o i n g back to the 
records of the B a b y l o n i a n k i n g s , we find 
that dreams were taken very seriously . 
R e f e r r i n g to his restoration of the tem
ple of the Moon god at H a r a n , 
Nabonidos s a y s : " A t the beginning of 
my long -enduring reign , M e r o d a c h the 
great L o r d , and S i n , the L i g h t of 
heaven and e a r t h , caused me to behold 
a dream. T h e y stood on either side of 
m e : M e r o d a c h spoke to m e : O Naho
nidos, k i n g of B a b y l o n , with the horses 
of thy chariot b r i n g b r i c k s , build 
E k h u l k h u l , and let S i n the great L o r d 
establish his seat w i t h i n it . R e v e r e n t l y 
I a n s w e r e d the L o r d of the gods . . . 
e t c . " A n d other instances might be 
quoted involving , e.g., going to w a r — a 
more fateful exploit , for poor humanity , 
than the c a r t i n g of br icks for a new 
temple. 

Y e t temples too were fateful in their 
w a y . W h a t is termed " i n c u b a t i o n " be
came a custom associated with temples , 
in ancient times. Cubic les were built 
round about them for the accommoda
tion of would-be dreamers , who hoped, 
in this w a y , to obtain help from the 
gods. 

P r o f . F l i n d e r s P e t r i e discovered such 
a n arrangement in the S i n a i peninsula , 
thus showing that the request of Moses 
that his people might go a " t h r e e d a y s ' 

j o u r n e y into the wi lderness to sacrifice 
. . . e t c , " Exodus 5 :3 , might not he u n 
reasonable from a n E g y p t i a n point of 
view. T h e custom is also re ferred to 
in the Septuagint reading of Isaiah 
6 5 : 3 : " T h e people who provoke me to 
anger . . . who lie down to sleep in the 
tombs a n d in the eaves, for the sake of 
d r e a m s . " 

T h e custom was common in ancient 
G r e e c e . Iambl ieus s a y s , " I n sleep the 
soul is freed from the constraint of the 
body, a n d enters as one emancipated , 
on its divine life of intel l igence. R e 
corded examples of this are numerous 
and wel l authent icated : instances occur , 
too, every day. N u m b e r s of s ick , by 
s leeping in the temple of A e s c u l a p i u s , 
have had their cure revealed to them in 
dreams vouchsafed by the god. 

" W o u l d not A l e x a n d e r ' s a r m y have 
perished hut for the dream in which 
D i o n y s u s pointed out the means of 
s a f e t y ? W a s not the siege of A p h u t i s 
raised through the dream sent by J u p i 
ter Amnion to L y s a n d e r ? T h e night
time of the body is the day - t ime of the 
s o u l . " 

F R O M A S M A L L S E C T I O N of l a n d sacred 
to three great r e l i g i o n s — C h r i s t i a n i t y , 
J u d a i s m and M o h a m m e d a n i s m — a r c h e -
ologists over the years have unearthed 
rave treasures of the past . H u n d r e d s 
of these priceless a r t and his tor ica l ob
j e c t s are now on d i s p l a y , for the first 
time i n the U n i t e d States , at the N e w 
Y o r k Metropol i tan M u s e u m of A r t , i n 
its current exhibit , " F r o m the L a n d of 
the B i b l e . " 

T h e exhibit , presented by the A m e r 
ican F u n d for I s r a e l Inst i tut ions , is a r 
ranged chronological ly . I t begins with 
a collection of objects from prehistor ic 
times and ranges through a dramatic 
panorama of e v e n t s : the A g e of the 
P a t r i a r c h s , the destruction of the F i r s t 
T e m p l e , the P e r s i a n conquest, the i n 
vasion of A l e x a n d e r the G r e a t , the 
R o m a n period, and on through the 
B y z a n t i n e era to the 6th century A . D . 

A m o n g the fasc inat ing d i s p l a y s is a 
slingstone of the k i n d that D a v i d used 
to s lay G o l i a t h . T h e r e is the j a w b o n e 
of a n a s s , sharpened into a s ick le , of 
the k i n d Samson used against the P h i l 
istines. T h e r e is a t iny seal of the 
time of Moses , showing P h a r a o h s l a y 
ing a captive . T h e precious B i b l i c a l 
" D e a d S e a S c r o l l s " are there. 

A marvelous collection of lamps tells 
the story of prehistoric times to the 
t h i r d century . A m o n g them is a beau
t i f u l bronze lamp m a r k e d with symbols 
of the J e w i s h rel igion, a n d beauti ful 
pottery lamps m a r k e d with C h r i s t i a n 
symbols . 

T h e spectator w i l l notice that pagan 
art influenced e a r l y J e w i s h a r t , and 

T h i s was the belief also of the poet 
A e s c h y l u s : " I n s l e e p , " said he, " t h e 
spir i t is c l e a r - s i g h t e d : by day its vision 
of what is coming is l i m i t e d . " H o m e r , 
in his I l i a d , said that dreams came from 
Zeus , or H e r m e s , or e a r t h , or the gods 
below: and when we read about the 
" g o d s " of ancient times, we must under
stand the w o r d in the sense of " s p i r i t s . " 
H o m e r , by the w a y , puts some phi los 
ophy on the s u b j e c t of dreams into the 
mouth of Penelope , w h i c h m a y have 
been useful i n its d a y : she s a y s , 
" D r e a m s are h a r d , and h a r d to he dis 
c e r n e d ; nor are a l l things therein f u l 
filled for men. T w a i n are the gates of 
shadowy d r e a m s ; the one is fashioned 
of horn , a n d one of ivory . S u c h dreams 
as pass through the portals of s a w n 
ivory are deceit ful , and bear tidings 
that are unfulfi l led. B u t the dreams 
that come forth through the gates of 
pol ished horn b r i n g a true i s s u e . " I 
wi l l leave readers to a p p l y their k n o w l 
edge of correspondences here. 

(Reprinted from The Herald, Oct, 29 , ' 32 ) 

(To be continued) 

that J u d a i c a r t , in t u r n , influenced early 
C h r i s t i a n a r t , in its shift from pagan 
n a t u r a l i s m to m y s t i c a l subjects and 
forms. T h e whole heart of man is here, 
a moving record of his search through 
a l l ages for the beauti ful and the good. 

T h e I s r a e l i government has long been 
a w a r e of their country ' s r ich histor ical 
potential for archeologists . Conse 
quently , great care has been taken to 
safeguard as yet undiscovered treas 
ures . A r e a s believed to harbor histori 
ca l treasures are protected by l a w . A 
representative of the D e p a r t m e n t of 
Antiquit ies accompanies every road 
g a n g ! 

T h e people of I s r a e l , too, show great 
interest and pride in their country 's 
hidden t r e a s u r e s : the farmer is w a t c h 
ful as he breaks the ground, the soldier 
or h iker often brings hack some curio 
he has found in the fields, exhibits are 
eager ly attended. 

A s A b b a E h a n , I s r a e l Ambassador to 
the U . S . a n d permanent delegate to 
the U . N . , explained i n his statement for 
the exhibit 's opening, " T h e people of 
I s r a e l are deeply conscious of their 
B i b l i c a l heritage a n d of the great moral 
and s p i r i t u a l responsibil it ies w h i c h it 
imposes on t h e m . " 

T h e present exhibit has wor ld -wide 
significance, according to Professor 
W i l l i a m F . A l b r i g h t , of J o h n s H o p k i n s 
U n i v e r s i t y , because it is a " v i v i d i l 
lustrat ion of the fact that the B i b l e is 
a l i v i n g human document as w e l l as a 
divine r e v e l a t i o n . " — L a n d R e b o r n . 
American Christian Palestine Commit
tee, J u l y - A u g u s t 

B I B L E A R T I F A C T S A R E E X H I B I T E D 
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Association 
Meetings 

National Association 
The National Association held its 

first annual meeting at Pret ty Prair ie 
Oct. 18, in the course of;.the annual ses
sion of the Kansas Association. 

Present were the "president-elect, 
Clark D r i s t y , the Rapid U i t y , So. Dak. , 
secretary, M r s . D . T . Bowman, Strong 
Ci ty , Okla . and delegate M r s . Anna 
Raile, Benkelman, Nebr. M r s . Blanche 
Salter, Sunset Heights , U t a h , was 
elected second vice-president. 

The group was pleased to meet the 
President of Convention Rev. F r a n k l i n 
H . Blackmer, who gave a brief opening 
prayer and contributed helpful sugges
tions. 

The secretary reported on the ballots 
received dur ing the recent election, and 
the results were declared official. The 
Vice-President elect is James Smith of 
Finley , Term. 

Coming such long distances, the N a 
t ional group deeply appreciated the 
gracious hospital ity and l ively interest 
of their Kansas hosts who did every
t h i n g to make their guests comfortable. 

A l l isolated New Church people and 
others interested in learning more about 
the National Association are cordially 
invited to wr i te to the Secretary, M r s . 
D . T . (He len ) Bowman, Strong C i ty , 
Oklahoma. 

Massachusetts 
Massachusetts held its 247th meeting 

the afternoon of Oct. 25 in the chapel 
of the Theological School w i th the Cam
bridge Society as hosts. Opening wi th 
a service of worship conducted by the 
Rev. Everett K. B r a y , general pastor, 
and president of the School, a business 
meeting followed at which the discus
sion centered on the recommendations 
of the Committee on Inactive and Dis 
banded Societies. A n offering was 
taken for mission work i n Japan. 

Fol lowing supper and a brief message 
from Convention President Blackmer, 
W i l l i a m A . MacCormick, chairman of 
the Committee on Crime Prevention and 
Correction for the Massachusetts Coun
cil of Churches, gave an address on 
" T h e Church's Responsibility for Crime 
Prevention." A campaign was launched 
by the Council this month p r i m a r i l y to 
reduce juvenile delinquency. • 

Illinois 
The I l l ino is Association founded i n 

1839 held its 1953 meeting Oct. 9-11 
i n the church of the St. Paul Society, 
the Rev. Immanuel T a f e l , general 
pastor, presiding, and administering 
communion, assisted by Convention 
President F r a n k l i n H . Blackmer who 

delivered the Association sermon. 
Business centered on the need of mis

sion work, and i t was decided to con
tinue i t in the Iowa-Wisconsin field, 
where Dan Pedersen has been at work. 
Also i t was voted to "adopt" a Korean 
Sunday school. 

St. Paul's parish house had been 
newly decorated and the v is i t ing dele
gates were also made happy by the 
Society's warm welcome and fine hos
p i t a l i t y . 

• 
Maine 

Meeting this year in the church of 
the Portland Society, the M a i n Associ
ation held its 117th annual session 
there Oct. 10-11 wi th General Pastor 
the Rev. Louis A . Dole presiding. 
Delegates were present from Fryeburg , 
Bath and the host Society, together 
wi th a number of other members and 
visitors. 

Fol lowing the business meeting and a 
forum on " T h e Importance of the 
Church," and the showing of koda-
chrome pictures of the Wayfarers ' 
Chapel in Cali fornia, the group was 
invited to supper at the home of Port 
land's president Robert S. Gass, and 
M r s . Gass. The meeting closed wi th 
communion service Sunday and a dinner. 

New Center Started 
A new undertaking has been init iated 

for the isolated New Church people 
scattered through lower Connecticut 
and the adjo ining New York area. A 
vesper service is being held once a 
month on a Sunday afternoon, con
ducted by the Rev. W i l l i a m R. Woofen
den, pastor of the New York society, 
and for this purpose a charming l i t t l e 
country church has been made available, 
near Poundridge, N . Y . 

A white colonial - type bui ld ing , 
equipped wi th pews, chancel furn i ture , 
and a small organ, i t has been standing 
for about a hundred years surrounded 
by meadows and woodland. Once 
owned by a Methodist group, the church 
is not now in regular use and has been 
graciously placed at the disposal of this 
New Church gathering. 

The first service was held Oct. 25. 
I n spite of bad weather keeping away 
a number who had intended to come, 
and that a l l had to drive some distance, 
there were twenty in the congregation; 
and al l were enthusiastic over prospects 
for the future. A social hour followed 
the service. 

A committee was formed to make f u r 
ther arrangements, and notices w i l l be 
sent out when the next service is sched
uled. Anyone, not already on the mai l 
ing l i s t , who would l ike information 
concerning these gatherings, can receive 
i t by w r i t i n g to M r s . Dav id Mack, 
R . F . D . i j t l , New Canaan, Conn. 

Cincinnati 
Celebrates Its 

100th Anniversary 
On November 1, fifty years ago, the 

parish house and the beautiful place of 
worship of the Cincinnati New Church 
at the corner of Oak and Winslow 
streets, were dedicated w i t h solemn 
ceremonies. A t the same time, the Cin 
cinnati church was host to the Ohio 
Association, then celebrating its fiftieth 
anniversary. 

Now in Ohio's sesquicentennial year, 
the Cincinnati church commemorated 
this event, when again the Association 
met there i n annual session Oct. 31 . 
There was a dinner i n the parish house, 
and on Sunday a rededication service. 

A t the dinner meeting the principal 
speaker was H . Brown M c G i l l , a prom
inent business man and one of the Sun
day school pupils of fifty years ago. 
Others also gave their reminiscences. 

The Sunday service was conducted by 
the Rev. H e n r y C. Giunta, president of 
the Association, and the sermon given 
by Rev. F r a n k l i n H . Blackmer, presi
dent of Convention. 

M i n d f u l of the fact that among the 
contributions, small i n amount hut i m 
portant in sp i r i t , to the bui ld ing of the 
present structure were the bricks and 
stones bought by the pupils of the Sun
day school w i th money they themselves 
earned, these pupils , their descendants 
and families were specially invited to 
attend the commemoration ceremonies, 
and a section of the church was reserved 
for them. 

The Association, i n addition to par
t i c ipat ing i n golden anniversary of the 
local church, observed its own one 
hundredth anniversary. 

Young People Busy 
The League and Sunday school of the 

Detro i t Society have been part ic ipat 
ing in a number of activities. Oct. 25, 
Leaguers had a lunch fo l lowing the 
church service and conducted an inter
esting discussion period. Saturday 
fo l lowing, the school held its halloween 
part } ' , w i th the cradle r o l l and mothers 
well represented in the fun. 

Masons At Service 
Masons of Ivanhoe Lodge 4£88 at

tended worship at the Paterson, N . J . , 
Society Nov. 8. The minister, the Rev. 
Leslie Marshal l , is chaplain of that 
lodge. 

Addresses Cosmic Club 
The Rev. B j o r n Johannson, pastor 

in Cincinnati , spoke to the Cosmic Club, 
an organization of clergymen of various 
denominations, and rabbis, on "Sweden
borg's Psychology," Oct. 13. 
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T h e S w e d e n b o r g E p i c 

A Comment 
D r a w i n g upon more documents about 

Swedenborg than any other biographer, 
Mrs . Sigstedt does not te l l about him so 
much as she lets him te l l about himself. 
She must, indeed, sketch the background 
of one period of his l i f e and another, the 
parental home, for example, the inte l 
lectual atmosphere at his university, the 
pol it ical situations which he dealt with 
in his proposals in the Swedish par l ia 
ment, and natural ly the urban or rural 
scene which at one time or another was 
his immediate environment. Now and 
then we see a sketch of the Swedish 
countryside through Swedenborg's own 
eyes, as in the charming description by 
him of Mount Kinnekul le , where as 
a voung, ambitious scientist he had 
thought to bui ld a private astronomical 
observatory. 

But in a setting provided for the most 
part from records other than his, Swe
denborg's l i fe and spreading interests, 
his mind and th ink ing and deepening 
experience are allowed simply to unfold 
as they did . M r s . Sigstedt has not 
asked, " W h a t can I seize on to gr ip the 
reader's interest at once?" No bio
graphical strategy is tr ied for rhetorical 
effect. For, of course, Swedenborg's 
b i r th received no especial notice. There 
is l i t t l e to tel l of his childhood and boy
hood ; what there is he tells at an ad
vanced age. The young man comes 
gradually before the reader as he came 
year by year to be known to relatives 
and friends, to the scientists with whom 
he studied at home and abroad, to the 
influential men in Sweden, the k ing 
among them, who became interested in 
him. So M r s . Sigstedt lets us make our 
own acquaintance with him. 

The significance of the man's l i f e and 
the force of what he had to say to his 
fellow men must in the end be the signi
ficance and force which his l i fe and 
mission had for him. I f he could attest 
to none, what is there for others to w i t 
ness to or even to consider? I n this 
detailed, chronological and fu l l y docu
mented volume, Swedenborg is allowed 
to say his say. He is not taken to 
pieces; before that is attempted, and i f 
i t is to he done, had we not better have 
the man and his work before us whole? 

The reader w i l l have proceeded only 
a dozen pages when he finds himself 
fo l lowing the ambitions and frustrations 
of a restless young man, well educated 
at his university, that education sup
plemented by travels which threw him 
with leading scientists in England and 

P u b l i s h e d by B o o k m a n A s s o c i a t e s , N e w 
Y o r k , 517 p p . p l u s x v i i , I n d e x , i l lus . , $4,50. 
O n sale at a l l N e w - C h u r c h bookrooms. 

by William F. Wunsch 

on the Continent, eager when he returns 
home after more than four years to 
br ing Sweden abreast with other lands 
i n scientific achievements. He ventures 
into scientific j ournal ism, and although 
he has an easy command of L a t i n , in 
which lie has done notable verse, he does 
his j o u r n a l i n Swedish in order to 
arouse his people as a whole to the i m 
portance of scientific inquiry . I n some 
other respects he is unacademic; he is 
skilled in several trades and soon recog
nized for his inventiveness and en
gineering sk i l l . A t a loss for time i n 
what occupation he can give the best 
account c f himself, his daily work 
finally becomes that of a member of 
Sweden's hoard of mines. But his ex
panding intellectual powers reach out 
over science after science. Publications 
follow one after another; some are leaf
lets, others stout volumes, in mineral
ogy, physics, chemistry, mathematics, 
anatomy, psychology. H i s reputation 
spreads through Europe. Meanwhile, 
when the Swedenborg fami ly has been 
ennobled, Swedenhorg, the eldest l i v i n g 
son, takes his place in the Swedish diet, 
where his person and his legislative 
proposals win him deep esteem. 

I n the sciences and in philosophic re
flection on them. Swedenborg's th ink ing 
carried him in this first half of his 
mature l i fe over a course which i t has 
taken science generally several genera
tions to traverse. Absorbed as he was 
at first w i th mechanics, he looked on 
the universe as a machine; he even 
thought that mechanical laws could en
able one to say what the human soul is. 
Over the years he moved along to a 
conception of the universe as a l i v i n g 
organism, a "psycho-physical" world in 
today's terminology, jus t as man is a 
similar organism. What the human 
being essentially is, became his a l l -
absorbing inquiry . The body as the 
kingdom of the soul d id not yield the 
answer, search i t as lie d id with all his 
anatomical ins ight—in his work on the 
brain he anticipated much later dis
coveries. Lesser problems had yielded 
to his methods of research; in his eager 
quest of the soul he was halted, baffled. 
A s tart l ing experience ensued, s tart l ing 
to him as to us. 

A l l along in M r s . Sigstedt's story, 
not only the expanding powers and i n 
terests of the man's mind have been 
unfolding before us; his activities i n 
his public office (described in greater 
detail and intimacy than this commen
tator has ever known them to be) , his 
further travels, his personal appear
ance, his simple l i f e at home, his gar

dening, his m u l t i p l y i n g acquaintances 
and friends, his enjoyment of society 
and music, a l l sides of his l i f e including 
his l i felong bachelorhood disturbed only 
once by romance, have been brought 
direct ly to our acquaintance. I t is the 
whole man we have been learning to 
know, a man of integr i ty , respected, 
and of recognized scientific eminence. 

That standing seems now to he i m 
periled. What scientist w i l l credit what 
seems now to he happening to him? 
Can he himself credit it? A revolu
tionary religious experience befalls him. 
He realizes that i t has been overtaking 
him for some time in these middle years 
of his l i f e . W i t h al l s implic ity and 
sincere conviction he records the ex
perience in a j ourna l never published by 
him. I t is not that experience, however, 
which is upsetting, hut rather the ac
companying psychic experience, the 
stages of which he also records, and 
probes and tests, and finds real. By 
two avenues pr inc ipa l ly , the sight and 
the hearing of the human sp i r i t , his con
sciousness has been let into the wor ld 
of the s p i r i t ! His quest of the soul has 
an unexpected way opened to i t ; the 
soul is the human being l iv ing on after 
the death of the body. 

But what can this surprising renewal 
and reward of his quest mean? Only a 
mission beyond himself can warrant or 
explain this extraordinary mercy. I t is 
at least a mission to te l l about things to 
come. He sets about an intensive search 
and study of the Scriptures. His mis
sion grows in dimensions—there is a 
depth of meaning in Scripture to tell 
about, also, and a body of doctrine to 
be gathered from the plain sense of 
Scripture for the reconstruction of the 
Christian mind. He is serving, he is 
convinced, in the promised return of 
the L o r d . That return embraces new 
heavens in the immortal wor ld , advanc
ing in l ight and in l i f e ; i t means a fresh 
impetus to the spiritual l i fe and a new 
day for i t among men, a "new earth , " 
al l of this , along with a judgment on a 
first Christian age, the work, of course, 
of the L o r d alone. He , Swedenborg, 
g iv ing word of th is , and disclosing the 
nature and l i fe of the wor ld of the 
sp i r i t , the profundities of the Word , 
and the reconstructive might of Chris
t ian teaching, only serves that return, 
which overarches al l lie does. The 
mam' books which he at first published 
anonymously for this reason, he at 
length signed, adding after his name, 
"Servant of the L o r d Jesus Christ . " 

Who better can te l l of his experience 
than the man who underwent i t and 
who forewent so much for his mission's 
sake? I n M r s . Sigstedt's biographv, 
as in no other, Swedenborg does his 
own t e s t i f y i n g . — W I L L I A M F. W U N S C H 
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LETTERS T T H ° E EDITOR 
Correcting An Error 

To the E D I T O R : 
The letter by M r s . H . M . Herr iek 

in T H E M E S S E N G E R , Oct. 1 7 , points to 
an error i n my article, "Who Was Gov
erning the Universe. . . ." i n your J u l y 
2 5 issue. I t is in parenthesis near 
the bottom of p. 2 4 3 , which, as i t 
reads, is ut ter ly false and a de
nial of the whole tenor of the rest of 
the article. 

What I had wr i t ten in my notes and 
preached in the sermon was th i s : "Ye t 
we must remind ourselves that He is 
not a part of His universe, physical 
or even s p i r i t u a l . " 

Of course, we, being creatures are 
part of God's creation, thus part of His 
universe. 

I remember br inging this error to the 
attention of the M E S S E N G E R at the time 
of its issue. I t turned out that the 
mistake had been in typ ing . However, 
I had hoped the editor would find some 
way to correct i t . 

Even though i t is so long since the 
Ju ly 2 5 issue, I feel that as M r s . H e r 
riek has been puzzled by this strange 
contradiction, so may have some other 
reader. Thus I am asking you for 
space for this letter. 

E V E R E T T K . B R A Y . 

Cambridge, Mass. 

What Is Man? 
To the E D I T O R : 

Upon reading in T H E M E S S E N G E R of 
Oct. 3 the assertion contained in the 
art ic le , " W h a t is M a n ? " , that " N o one 
is ever permitted to harm the soul of 
another; i f our souls are damaged in 
any way, i t is because we ourselves, 
make choices which i n j u r e them," ques
tions must have arisen in many minds, 
besides my own. 

How can the w i l l he free to choose 
without even a knowledge of good, and 
with faculties poisoned at their source? 

W i t h this assertion, unrelated to 
balancing conceptions, inquir ing in our 
ease, we look and listen. We see chi l 
dren victims of evil by means never 
before devised. Greed, lust for material 
pleasure, utter and ruthless parental 
indifference in many cases—truly they 
are "set about with many and great 
dangers" which we see and hear to 
"assault and hurt the soul." 

Noth ing which could be construed as 
a salve to the criminal negligence, the 
false optimism, of this generation, 
should be left unelucidatcd and without 
being related to and balanced by the 
necessary conceptions. 

Not being capable of doing this my
self, and being a very new member of 
the New Church organization (albeit an 
old believer in Swedenborg's concepts) 

I take the great l iberty of suggesting 
that the author of " W h a t is Man?" , or 
some other New Churchman wi th pro 
found and comprehensive knowledge of 
Swedenborg's philosophy, contribute 
articles providing a bridge over the 
wide gap between the assertion quoted 
above and our dai ly increasing evidence 
of the things happening to children 
which do "so assault and h u r t " their 
souls as even to leave no "remains" by 
means of which our L o r d can br ing 
forth b i r th into the l i fe of heaven. I 
am a great-grandmother, which fact 
should go far to excuse my plea. 

C L A R A M A C C O Y D E P R I E S T . 
Lynchburg , W. Va. • 

A Notable Article 
To the E D I T O R : 

I n the October number of the Readers 
Digest, I read wi th considerable i n 
terest, the Rev. Norman V . Peale's 
article. "There is no Death . " 

As Others See Us Every 
Your Introductory Course i n the 

Scriptures has been of great value for 
I have devoted more time to the study 
of the Bible and am quite sure that you 
know how much strength i t brings to a 
Christian and especially to a minister. 
—Rev. D . P., Cal i f . • 

Wc are grateful indeed for the box 
of "Words of Wisdom" vest pocket 
booklets and assure yon they w i l l be a 
great spir i tual u p l i f t to our students. 
— Piney Woods Country L i f e School 
(Colored) , L . C. J . • 

I want to compliment you for staying 
s tr i c t ly to the fundamental teachings of 
Scripture, in your Bible course. I have 
taken such work from different schools, 
hut I have never followed one so con
struct ive .—F. L . W. , Fla . • 

I feel that I understand the great 
men of Bibl ical days much better since 
entering your school, and I enjoyed 
re- l iv ing their experience wi th them. 
No one could study the lives of the 
Biblical characters without their l i fe 
being enriched. I am certain I have 
now a greater, deeper and more per
sonal understanding of God's t r u t h in 
the B i b l e . — J . W. K.. N . J . • 

This has been a wonderful course, 
reasonable in price ; and the help you 
have given me in correcting my papers 
so carefully has been greatly appreci
ated. I have a better knowledge of 
Bible facts, hut the spir i tual enlighten
ment has been worth much more. The 
lessons have presented the Bible i n a 
very practical way one could under
stand the meaning. — Mrs . A. H . B . , 
Ala. 

For many years I have been a mem
ber of the New Church and an ardent 
reader of the teachings recorded in the 
writ ings of Swedenhorg. To me, they 
not only make clearer and dearer, the 
Psalmist's declaration " T h y word is a 
lamp unto my feet, and a l ight unto my 
path , " hut they have taken me w i t h as
surance to scenes bevond our earthly 
l i f e . 

I t is not my purpose to criticize D r . 
Peale's article as I do not doubt there 
can he a spir i tual manifestation, occa
sionally, to one yet in the flesh. I n 
fact I could mention such in instance. 

M y thought in w r i t i n g is to ask, w i l l 
not some able New Church minister or 
layman endeavor soon to get Sweden
borg's teachings on l i fe after death 
published in this magazine which has 
such a large circulation? 

M R S . M . X . G ASK E L L . 
Geneseo, 111. 

Day 
You w i l l be interested to know how 

I happened to buy the " D i v i n e Provi 
dence" from you. I found Helen Ke l 
ler's " M y Rel igion" on an old hook 
sta l l , so when I saw Swedenborg's book 
advertised I thought i t must he good i f 
Helen Keller said so .—N. M . S., I n d . 

• 
As a professional man, your Bible 

course has helped me find my true self, 
and to understand sacred things ; also 
to see man's debt to his Creator. — 
H . E. H . , Ecuador 

• 
I have purchased stamp mixtures 

from many sources over the years, but 
in ordering from you again I want to 
say that your lots always give me the 
most satisfaction.—J. P., Mass. 

• 
The l i terature rack you sent me has 

been placed i n the depot. I can't keep 
it filled and am out of supplies. The 
people evidently like good, interesting 
leaflets. Please send another boxful l . 
— M r s . J . D . H . , Texas 

• 
When I get my examination papers 

hack I always learn from ray mistakes. 
I keep a l l the lessons, and it 's a j oy 
to have the help from your School. The 
Course is worth more than you charge 
for i t . — J . E. H . , No. Car. " 

c 
Words cannot express what your 

wonderful course has done for me. I t 
came in a time in my li fe when I needed 
i t most. I teach a Sunday school class 
here at the prison and your course has 
been so much help in br inging Bible 
truths to the men.—C. H . A . , Ohio 
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Navy Invites A Business 
Group To Witness Its 
New Methods Of Defense 

W i t h the purpose of widening a n u n 
derstanding of the nation's defenses , 
the N a v y department has been invi t ing 
groups of profess ional men to witness 
its operations at first h a n d . A recent 
tour aboard the great plane c a r r i e r the 
U S S C o r a l S e a included the W e l l e s l e y 
H i l l s , M a s s . , N e w C h u r c h m a n D r . E . 
B . H i n c k l e y , president of B a b s o n I n 
stitute who with six other prominent 
men was ten days at sea observing such 
craft in ful l operation. 

A s D r . H i n c k l e y describes it , " W e 
saw planes catapulted and landed , 
gunnery pract ice on a plane towed 
sleeve target , refuel ing of destroyers 
while steaming at 15 knots , and a l l the 
operations magnificently coordinated, 
giving a g r a p h i c picture of a great de
fense machine in a c t i o n . " 

A s guests of the S e c r e t a r y of the 
N a v y , the p a r t y left S e p t . 29 by navy 
plane for L o n d o n , thence to P a r i s , 
Naples and P a l e r m o where the group 
boarded the C o r a l S e a , r e t u r n i n g to the 
naval base at N o r f o l k O c t . 21. B y i n 
vitation of the c h a p l a i n the R e v e r e n d 
H i n c k l e y took part in two S u n d a y ser 
vices while at sea. 

The Annual Appeal 
Started On Nov. I 

W i t h the A n n u a l A p p e a l a l 
ready u n d e r w a y , Chrnn. Adolph 
T . L i e h e r t , J r . , is m a k i n g the 
specia l request to regular sub
scribers that in order to shorten 
the time to conduct it and reduce 
operat ing expenses, they make 
their contributions at this time. 
E n v e l o p e s have been provided for 
the purpose . T h e treasurer is 
A l b e r t P . C a r t e r , 511 B a r r i s t e r s 
H a l l , Boston 8, M a s s . 

Melbourne's Centenary Has Been 
Celebrated by Australian Church 

Congratulat ions are extended to the 
Melbourne Society of the N e w C h u r c h 
in A u s t r a l i a on the occasion of its 100th 
a n n i v e r s a r y S e p t . 18. 

I t s first service was held at T e m p e r 
ance H a l l B o u r k c S t . , in that c i t y , and 
the first service in its present place of 
worship was conducted in M a r c h 1873 
by J a c o b P i t m a n , a brother of the i n 
ventor of shorthand as p o p u l a r l y used, 
S i r I s a a c P i t m a n . T h e R e v . E . L . 
B e n n e t t , B . A . , is the present pastor . 

Convention Figures Indicate 
Growth Some Fields of Work 

W i t h the publication of the Conven
tion Journal for 1953 it is of interest 
to note that while the membership fig
ures for the eastern section of the coun
t r y s t i l l show some shr inkage , five a s 
sociations report increases . 

A l s o , there is a net g a i n , in the g r a n d 
total , over 1952 of more than 100 mem
bers. M i n i s t e r s , miss ionary ministers , 
authorized candidates a n d l a y leaders , 
as of publication date, total 91 as 
against 89 last y e a r , the net gain in the 
c lergy being three. L a y leaders num
bered 14 against 11 in 1952. 

Play Presented 
T h e S t i t c h a n d S t u d y C l u b of the 

L o s Angeles Society he ld a theater 
p a r t y at the G e l l e r T h e a t e r O c t . 2 3 , 
wi tness ing " T h e T w o M r s . C a r r o l l s . " 
Proceeds were for the benefit of the 
c h u r c h . 

Dr. Dresser At Marshfield 
C o n t i n u i n g the work he conducted so 

long in B r o o k l y n , N . Y . , for the A s s o 
ciated C l i n i c , the R e v . D r . H o r a t i o 
D r e s s e r is now located as consult ing 
psychologist on F l o w e r L a n e , M a r s h -
field. M a s s . 

Farewell To Ewings 
A farewel l d inner was held by the 

St . L o u i s Society O c t . 18 for the R e v . 
and M r s . E l s w o r t h S . E w i n g who have 
served the church there for the past two 
and a hal f y e a r s , and who now are to 
make their home in A n d e r s o n , I n d . 
T h e dinner addresses stressed how 
much the congregation had gained from 
M r . E w i n g ' s m i n i s t r y , and the w a r m 
hope was expressed that the ties would 
not be entirelv severed. 

To Join Council 
N e w Y o r k Y o u n g People 's L e a g u e 

has voted to j o i n the local M u r r a y H i l l 
C h r i s t i a n Y o u t h C o u n c i l , c o m p r i s i n g the 
youth of several churches in the a r e a . 
New Y o r k was host to the first autumn 
meeting of the C o u n c i l , Nov. 8. 
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T H E S O W E R 
Sunday School Lesson Helps * 

M E M O R I A L E D I T I O N 
Complete in six volumes $10.50 
Separate volumes — each $1.75 

M A S S A C H U S E T T S 
N E W C H U R C H U N I O N 
134 Bowdoin St., Boston 8, Mass. 

P H I L O S O P H I C A L C E N T E R H A S N E W H E A D 
W i t h the retirement of the R e v . 

H i r a m V r o o m a n as president of the 
S w e d e n h o r g P h i l o s o p h i c a l C e n t r e , C h i 
cago, the R e v . L e o n a r d I . T a f e l , former 
president of Convention and minister at 
F r a n k f o r d , P a . , was elected its p r e s i 
dent at a meeting of the C e n t r e ' s hoard 
of directors J u n e 26. 

M r . V r o o m a n has been i n i l l health 
for sometime a n d now resides in F l o r 
i d a . H e was this institution's first p r e s 
ident and one of its founders, carrying-
f o r w a r d with its first resident director 
the R e v . J o h n L . B o y e r , now R i v e r 
side, C a l i f . , pastor , the ideals conceived 
by M r s . M a r y B a r b o u r B l a i r , whose 
most recent benefaction has been the 
establishment of an a n n u a l publ ic lec 
ture series . 

A t a meeting of the executive com
mittee October 1 plans for another 

membership campaign were considered 
and a p r o g r a m of local a d v e r t i s i n g dis 
cussed. T h e resident director , the 
R e v . I m m a n u e l T a f e l , who also is m i n 
ister of the K e n w o c d p a r i s h , reported 
on needed renovations and additional 
maintenance. 

S i tuated near the heart of one of the 
middle west 's great educational centers , 
C h i c a g o U n i v e r s i t y , the C e n t r e is w e l l 
located as a research center in S w e d e n 
borg's teachings , and as a source for 
information and l i terature . I n q u i r i e s 
as to membership should be addressed 
to the director at 5710 So . W o o d l a w n 
A v e . 

NE IGHBORHOOD HOUSE 
ASSOCIAT ION 

This New Church 
corporated in 1907) 
develop new activities 
Boston area. Our 
Lynn has been taken 
in that city chartered 
Neighborhood House 
We are contributing 

Association (in-
is planning to 

;. probably in the 
former work in 
over by a group 
in 1947 as Gregg 
Association. Inc. 
to this work. 

E D W I N A W A R R E N W I S E , President 
W I L L I A M C. M O R G A N , Treasurer, 
27 Whitecomb St., Belmont 79, Mass. 

Anniversary Celebrated 
T h e L a d i e s A i d Society of the 

Georgetown, B . G . mission celebrated 
its 29th a n n i v e r s a r y S e p t . 6. T h e r e 
was a n attendance of n e a r l y a h u n d r e d , 
a feature address being del ivered by 
M i s s J e s s i e B u r n h a m . 

THE REMARKABLE BOOK 
By EMANUEL SWEDENBORG 

"Heaven and Its Wonders 
and Hell" 

Sent to new readers for 5c to cover mailing 

SWEDENBORG FOUNDATION 
Rm. 1603. 51 E. 42nd St.. N. Y. 17, N. Y. 
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Visits Centers In Western 
Germany; Missionary Welcomed 

As He Meets Devoted Members 
M a k i n g the most extensive miss ionary 

tour in W e s t e r n G e r m a n y since the w a r . 
the R e v . E r i c L . G . R e i s s n e r . of B e r l i n , 
was everywhere heart i ly welcomed. H e 
held services and meetings, a n d a d m i n 
istered Communion , at H a n o v e r . H a m 
b u r g , D o r u m , B r e m e r h a v e n , O s n a h r u c k . 
B o c h u m , F r a n k f u r t . Se l igstadt , Stutt 
gart and C a n n s t a t t . 

T h e devotion and interest of the 
people, their losses , continuing h a r d 
ships and manifold problems were a l l 
noted s y m p a t h e t i c a l l y by M r . R e i s s n e r 
who returned to his headquarters i n 
s p i r e d and encouraged by the love for 
the C h u r c h manifested under such 
severe conditions. 

Welcome To Washington 
Welcomed in J u n e to the N e w C h u r c h 

i n W a s h i n g t o n , D . C , M r . and M r s . 
G . L . L . d e M o u h r a y , of the society 
in the I s l e of J e r s e y , have entered h e l p 
ful ly into the life of the church in the 
nation's capi ta l . M r . de M o u b r a y j o i n 
i n g the choir . H e is assistant to the 
B r i t i s l i director of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Monetarv F u n d . 

Hospitality Sunday 
O c t . 18 was hospital i ty S u n d a y at the 

L o s Angeles c h u r c h , when the R e v . 
J o h n L . B o y e r , pastor in R i v e r s i d e , a n d 
newly elected pres ident of the C a l i 
fornia and W e s t C o a s t Associat ion, was 
guest preacher . B u t the i l lness of M r s . 
Diaconoff threw a shadow on the h a p p y 
occasion. 

Evangelism Campaign 
K i t c h e n e r set the week of Nov. 8 for 

a V i s i t a t i o n E v a n g e l i s m c a m p a i g n , a 
team of nineteen members visiting-
ninety individuals l i k e l y to welcome 
them. Resul ts w i l l he reported in due 
course. 

T h e 

N E W 
B i o g r a p h y 

" T H E S W E D E N B O R G E P I C — 

T H E L I F E O F E M A N U E L 

S W E D E N B O R G " 

by Cyriel O. Sigstedt 

IS N O W READY, $4.50 
" P o p u l a r l y wri t ten , but a defin

itive treatment of one of the most 
remarkable men who ever flourished 
in Western c i v i l i z a t i o n . " 

The New Church Press 
108 Clark Street 
Brooklyn 2, N. Y. 

National Church Redecorated 
W a s h i n g t o n , D . C , members have 

been pleased witli the new, bright colors 
of their church home, the Nat ional 
C h u r c h , redecorated dur ing the summer, 
and with the cleaned stone and wood
w o r k , the handsome stained glass w i n 
dows also c lear again . P r e s i d e n t of 
the Society C o l . E d s o n A . E d s o n , h i m 
self a bui ld ing contractor , had s u p e r 
vised the work . 

Ruralites" Woes 
T h e pleasures of " l i v i n g in the coun

t r y " are not a l w a y s unmixed with t r i b u 
lation. M o v i n g last y e a r to a r u r a l 
section near N e w C a n a a n , N . H . , the 
D a v i d M a c k s , P a t e r s o n members, have 
discovered that the late d r y weather 
took in or out, their only w e l l . D a v e , 
G w y n n e . G r e t c l i e n . Penelope , Q u e n t o n . 
form a s turdv bucket l ine, however. 

To Hold Fair 
T h e L a d i e s A i d of the P o r t l a n d , M e . , 

Society held a successful C h r i s t m a s F a i r 
Nov. 18 and extends thanks to the many 
who assisted. Meetings of the R e a d i n g 
C l a s s have been held at the Matthew 
Woods ' and Robert G a s s ' homes. T h e 
church is served by the R e v . L o u i s A . 
Dole a n d L a y L e a d e r M i c h a e l B . S a l -
vetti on a l ternate S u n d a y s . 

Miss Keller Interviewed 
I n t e r v i e w e d by the U n i t e d P r e s s 

O c t . 20, H e l e n K e l l e r , now 73 , w a s 
found at work at her t y p e w r i t e r com
pleting an art ic le about her recent t r i p 
to S o . A m e r i c a . She hopes soon to 
visit I n d i a a g a i n , on behalf of the b l i n d . 
She also is at work on a book about 
her great teacher A n n S u l l i v a n M a c v . 
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Book Review 
L A NUOVA G E K U S A L E M M E E L A SUA 

D O T T R I N A C E L E S T E . (The New Jeru
salem and its Heavenly Doctrine.) 
Swedenborg. Giorgio E. Ferrari, 
Editor. Casa Editrice "Atanor," 
Rome, Daly, 1953. Paper, pp. 116. 

E v e n ' so often down the y e a r s there 
has come upon the N e w C h u r c h conti
nental scene some indefatigible t r a n s l a 
tor, editor, w r i t e r , propagandist and 
general correspondent to help a n d en
courage the comparat ive ly s m a l l band 
which holds aloft there the torch of the 
true C h r i s t i a n rel igion. A m o n g this i l 
lustrious group i n recent y e a r s surely 
is G i o r g i o E m a n u e l e F e r r a r i , who i n 
the spare moments he has from what 
must be heavy profess ional duties as 
S e c r e t a r y G e n e r a l of the Bib l io teca 
C a z i o n a l e M a r c i a n a ( L i b r a r y ) in V e n 
ice, not to say as secretary of the N e w 
C h u r c h Society in T r i e s t e , a n d I t a l y at 
large , misses no opportunity to c a r r y 
on the great tradit ions of his d i s t i n 
guished predecessors . T h e s e remarks 
are the results of their coming to 
hand for review D o c t o r F e r r a r i ' s new 
edition in I t a l i a n of " T h e N e w J e r u 
salem and I t s H e a v e n l y D o c t r i n e . " I t 
is a specia l production of the 1938 
Swedenborg 250th a n n i v e r s a r y edition, 
the trans lat ion being by A . L e v a s t i and 
the publication c a r r i e d out with the 
assistance of the S w e d e n b o r g F o u n d a 
tion, N e w Y o r k , and Swedenborg So
ciety , L o n d o n . T h i s issue c a r r i e s a new 
preface by the editor who m a i n l y refers 
to the reason for the or ig inal com
memorative edit ion, adding some docu
mentation of interest . T h e first L a t i n 
p r i n t i n g of this work a n d preceding 
I t a l i a n editions are l i s ted , and impor
tant ly the book is furnished w i t h i n 
dexes. D r . F e r r a r i is to be congratu
lated on this labor of love. W e trust 
it w i l l serve to c a l l more and more 
attention to one of the most valuable of 
Swedenborg 's w o r k s . — L . M . 

Swedenborg Fellowship 
Boston 's S w e d e n h o r g F e l l o w s h i p has 

chosen " E t h i c s " as its topic for study 
ami discussion this y e a r . S p e a k e r s in 
October were M a r t h a K i n g , G w y n n e 
V e r y and B e r n i c e Q u i m b y . 

A Puzzle For 
The Younger Folk 

H e r e are some words that are used 
at T h a n k s g i v i n g time. C a n you u n 
scramble them? 

R I P M I L G U H S A Q S 
A D I N X I R E U T Y K 
Z A M I E D N I G U P D 

S E R B A N E R C R I 

( A n s w e r s on page 3 8 1 ) 
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H O W I B E C A M E A N E W C H U R C H M A N , X V I I I 
Jack Anzer by 

M U C H P R E A C H I N G on a high level has 
been offered to us from this pu lp i t . We 
have learned a great deal about the 
doctrines and purposes of the New 
Church fa i th . I t has been valuable and 
helpful . 

Today, in the absence of our pastor, 
I have been asked to take the p u l p i t as 
a Lay Leader, a role sanctioned by the 
Convention. I t is often the practice of 
Lay Leaders to choose an appropriate 
sermon by one of our leading preachers, 
and read i t to the congregation, but a 
variation of that custom may be of i n 
terest, so I have wr i t t en a ta lk on what 
the New Church has meant in the 
workaday l i f e of a common man, and 
have entitled i t "Semper Fidel is , " which 
we hope w i l l b r ing a new thought or 
two. 

Forgive me i f I now speak for myself, 
but you ' l l agree that by so doing I w i l l 
carry out my proposal to talk of a com
mon man! Please don't th ink that I 
am setting myself up as an expert on 
Swedenborg, or the New Church. I 
have been a member of this Society only 
since 1 9 4 1 , and what I know mainly 
has been learned by l istening to the 
preaching from this pu lp i t . 

M y childhood was spent in a neigh
borhood peopled by Engl ish , Scottish 
and I r i sh folk. Most of the English 
were either Episcopalian, Salvation 
A r m y or Church of England. The 
Scots were Presbyterians or Baptists 
and the I r i s h were mostly Roman 
Catholics. This countryside was on the 
outskirts of a large city in Canada, 
which was s t i l l sufficiently frontier i n 
its atmosphere that most folks were 
fr iendly and helpful . When a fami ly 
was in trouble i t was the accepted t i l ing 
for the neighbors to lend a helping hand 
in the most practical way. I well re
member when the Scottish fami ly l i v ing 
next door to us were in debt because of 
sickness and hard luck, the wife went 
to work, an unusual step in those days. 

Hours then were much longer than 
they are today, and transportation much 
slower, so the mother was gone from 
dawn to dusk. As a matter of course 
their daughter stayed in our home after 
school, where she did her homework, 
played wi th my sisters and was called 
for by her mother or father on their 
return. 

A l l was not sweetness and l ight in 
our wor ld , of course, there were people 
who did not like each other and d id not 
get along, but in the main, their de
pendence on each other against the 
forces of nature and the vagaries of the 
economic situation of those days made 
most of them tolerant of each other's 
shortcomings. 

I n that stern wor ld , no amusements 
of any k ind were permitted on Sunday, 
and only essential work. One drugstore 
in each neighborhood was open certain 
hours, and i t sold only medical supplies, 
not even cigarettes. No one worked in 
his garden, or d id carpenter work or 
anything like that. Thus, the usual 
forms of recreation on a Sunday were 
attending church and Sunday school, 
visit ing and taking long walks. 

As an i l lustrat ion of the neighborhood 
engendered i n those times, I l ike to re
member the day we children were so 
indignant because some stranger had 
bought the vacant lot next to us, and 
cut down the oak tree on which our 
swing depended. We knew we could 
never like people for neighbors who cut 
down a tree merely in order to build a 
house. 

That was over for ty years ago, and 
the fine gentleman who cut down the 
oak has passed to his reward, as has his 
wife and my own dear father, hut at 
this very moment my mother and one 
of my sisters is v is i t ing with the two 
daughters and their families. They s t i l l 
live in Toronto, although not in the 
same neighborhood. Ties of friendship 
forged in those days remain strong and 
are a source of many happy memories. 
Few people today s t i l l keep in contact 
with their next door neighbors of f or ty 
years ago! 

As a hoy I was always intensely 
curious about the wor ld around me, so 
much so that one of my teachers nick
named me " L i t t l e W h y and Wherefore," 
w i th which my dad hearti ly agreed. 
This nonplussed me, for there seemed 
no reason for not asking questions of my 
elders, who, I was sure, knew the an
swers to all the things which aroused 
my curiosity. 

Our family attended the Presbyterian 
church, and later the Baptist , but dur
ing those years I often went to other 
churches and Sunday schools w i t h my 
playmates, because of my interest in 
everything about me. S i t t ing on the 
edge of the pew, dr ink ing in the words 
of the preachers, many of them unin 
tell igible to me, I gradually found 
myself puzzled by two things : 

G O W N S 
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F i r s t , the claim by some churches 
that , i f one repented of his sins and 
accepted Christ as his personal Saviour, 
he would surely go to heaven when he 
died. As I reasoned that one out, i t 
would be possible for a man to live to 
he, say, eighty, act sinful and selfish al l 
that time, and then, i f he died a l inger
ing death, repent on his deathbed and 
receive the same reward which would 
go to another man eighty years old who 
bad lived a saintly l i f e a l l his years. 
Never arguing about such things, I jus t 
asked questions and tr ied to figure out 
the answers. 

The second thing which puzzled me 
was that so many of the churches 
claimed that their fa i th was the only 
true one, that there was no other way 
to heaven hut by belonging to their de
nomination. A l l other people were 
doomed to eternal damnation. Yet 
looking about me, I could see many fine 
and good-living persons of a l l faiths, as 
well as some rascals and indifferent 
people. I t jus t d idn ' t seem logical that, 
among al l those churches and beliefs 
only one could be r ight . H o w was a 
man to know which was correct? 
Rather, i t seemed to me, as finally I 
reasoned it out, they must he different 
roads which al l led to the same destina
t ion. 

The neighbor who had cut down the 
oak tree, had seen service as a soldier 
in A f r i ca and Ind ia , and had told us 
many tales through which i t was easv 
to discern that among the "heathen" 
there were good, had and indifferent 
people, too. What of them, I thought, 
were they a l l damned, because they 
were not Christians? 

Growing into manhood and my en
vironment changing, we moved from a 
Blue Law section, so called, to this 
country, w i th its Sunday movies and 
other amusements. Then wi th the pass
ing of time, and my association with 
people of s t i l l different views, my con
fusion over religion finally led to i n 
difference, and dur ing ten years of ser
vice in the navy the only religious 
service I attended was the reading of 
the " B u r i a l A t Sea," by the captain 
when a shipmate had been washed over 
the side. 

On this same ship I palled with a 
sailor whose brother was in the marine 
corps. He used to tease this brother 
by insisting that Semper Fidelis, the 
corps motto, actually meant "Something 
for N o t h i n g , " rather than " E v e r F a i t h 
f u l , " its l i t e ra l translation. 

Leaving the navy, i n 1 9 4 1 , my ex
periences had given me the firm convic
tion that to live a f u l l l i fe a man needed 
membership in an established church, 
which he could attend regularly. So my 
wi fe and I started to look in this neigh
borhood for a place of worship which 

(Next page please) 
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would fill our s p i r i t u a l needs. W e 
sought long and c a r e f u l l y , going to each 
church at least twice and finally decided 
that this , the N e w C h u r c h , the C h u r c h 
of the N e w J e r u s a l e m , was the one w e 
needed. T h e fact that its creed a n 
swered the two questions which h a d 
p u z z l e d me in my boyhood was a big 
factor in our choosing it. 

T h i s C h u r c h believes that we bui ld 
for out future in the s p i r i t u a l w o r l d as 
we go about our d a i l y l i v i n g , that as we 
obey the two great commandments , 
" L o v e the L o r d a n d love thy n e i g h b o r " 
we are e n l a r g i n g our spir i tual capaci ty 
a n d s e c u r i n g a place for ourselves in 
the life to come. 

T h i s future state , we believe, is 
s i m p l y a l a r g e r and beautiful extension 
of l ife on e a r t h . W e also believe that 
a savage, l i v i n g in darkest A f r i c a , who 
has never h e a r d of J e s u s C h r i s t , has as 
much chance of going to heaven as has 
the best N e w C h u r c h m a n , provid ing lie 
lives a l i fe of goodness and c h a r i t y a c 
cording to his l ights . 

T o me, that provides a rea l i n s p i r a 
tion to improve my w a y of l i v i n g , gives 
me an incentive to live the good l i fe 
and a sense of accomplishment a k i n to 
that of bui lding a home here on e a r t h , 
k n o w i n g that it is possible to construct 
a beauti ful home in heaven, which I c a n 
share with the loved ones who have gone 
ahead, and those who w i l l follow. 

H e r e is a faith which is simple and 
logical , with no p u z z l i n g angles of 
" S o m e t h i n g for N o t h i n g . " W o r k i n g 
hard for something, we s h a l l receive it 
at the a p p r o p r i a t e time. T h e more one 
helps his neighbor, the more he helps 
himself . 

T o sum u p : A s I see i t , most of us 
need the help of rel igion in our l ives , 
the k i n d we can pract ice quiet ly , not 
one which must he p a r a d e d ostenta
t iously . I n these troubled times, the 
need for a religious faith to c l i n g to is 
even more pronounced, and the F a i t h of 
the N e w C h u r c h is a great comfort to 
me, especial ly when events in my own 
little w o r l d and the larger w o r l d around 
me become p u z z l i n g and confusing. A n 
other source of satisfaction in belonging 
to a n d attending a church is the k n o w l 
edge that you are c a r r y i n g your smal l 
share of the burden i n he lp ing it make 
this a better neighborhood and a better 
world i n which to l ive . 

O u r pastor has told us a little story 
which I have a l w a y s l i k e d , about an 
O p t i m i s t and a Pess imist who l ived to
gether. O n e morning the Pess imist 
threw the morning p a p e r , with its 
stories of crime a n d selfishness, to the 
floor i n disgust , exc la iming , " I could 

make a better w o r l d than this one i s , 
m y s e l f . " T o which the O p t i m i s t r e 
pl ied , " T h a t ' s exact ly w h a t we're on 
this earth for, let 's go out and get 
s t a r t e d ! " 

T h a t is w h a t the N e w C h u r c h e n 
courages and expects us to d o — g o out 
and make this a better w o r l d , by our 
own work and efforts. S o , when the 
time comes that " T h e last long shift is 
over, and the B i g B o s s gives us our 
p a y , " as R o b e r t W . S e r v i c e has put i t , 
may I hope for a l l of y o u , as I hope 
for myse l f , that H e w i l l find we have 
not been Semper Fidelis in the " S o m e 
thing for N o t h i n g " meaning of the 
p h r a s e , hut tru ly Semper Fidelis, " E v e r 
F a i t h f u l , " and r e w a r d us accordingly . 

(Mr. Anzer, Lay Reader in the San 
Diego church, is a native of England, 
who spent his youth in Canada. Here, in 
the form of a pulpit address during the 
absence of the Rev. Robert L . Young at 
the recent meeting of the California 
Association, he tells hozo he. and Mrs. 
Anzer came into the Nezc Church.) 

Kitchen Transformation 
A s the result of twice a week work 

part ies , the L a d i e s A i d of the P i t t s 
burgh Society has completely renovated 
its church k i tchen . I n addition to dee-
orat ing , fluorescent lights have been i n 
stal led , new s i n k , cabinet and i n s t a l l e d , 
and the range and refr igertator reno
vated. A green tile floor w i l l he l a i d . 

Alliance At Paterson 
T h e N e w Y o r k A l l i a n c e of N e w 

C h u r c h W o m e n held its opening meeting 
of the season at the church of the 
P a t e r s o n Society , O c t . 20 , M i s s R o s a 
mond K i m b a l l , O r a n g e , t a k i n g the c h a i r , 
and leading the program centering on 
the subject " W h a t I s the N e w C h u r c h ? " 

At City Council 
T h e R e v . W i l f r e d G . R i c e , minister 

at S t . P a u l , del ivered the invocation 
O c t . 21 at a meeting of the C i t y C o u n 
c i l , en invitation of the mayor . M r . 
R i c e is a director of chief executive's 
Committee on Community R e c r e a t i o n . 

BORN 
S C H A U F F H A U S E N . — B o r n to M r . and 

M r s . Robert Sehauffhausen, October 1, 
at S t . P a u l , a son, fourth generation 
descendant of the R e v . W i l l a r d R . 
H i n c k l e y , first secretary of Convention 's 
B o a r d of Miss ions . 

( A n s w e r s to P u z z l e on page 3 8 2 ) 
P i l g r i m Squash 
I n d i a n T u r k e y 
M a i z e P u d d i n g 

C r a n b e r r i e s 

MARRIED 
S T E I N E R - P I G U E T . — M d l l e . J e a n n e 

Piguet of the L a u s a n n e , S w i t z . , Society , 
was m a r r i e d to M . P i e r r e Steiner Sept . 
26, we learn from the monthly Bulletin 
of the F r e n c h speaking church in S w i t z 
e r l a n d , of w h i c h the R e v . A l f r e d R e g 
amey is pastor . T h e Steiners w i l l make 
their home in the Argent ine . 
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J A C K S O N - H O U G H T O N . — M i s s N a n c y 
A l d e n Houghton , daughter of M r . and 
M r s . F r a n k N . H o u g h t o n , E l m w o o d , 
M a s s . , and R i c h a r d H a r o l d J a c k s o n , 
son of M r . and M r s . H a r o l d J a c k s o n , 
Melrose , M a s s . . were m a r r i e d in the 
B r i d g e w a t e r N e w C h u r c h September 
12, the R e v . D r . E d w a r d B . H i n c k l e y 
officiating. T h e church auditor ium and 
p a r l o r s , were beautiful ly decorated with 
white gladioli and chrysanthemums, 
used effectively with garden flowers, 
f ern , i v y , and y e w ; and a cross of white 
gardenias was placed above the a l tar 
with the opened W o r d . F l o r a l decora
tions were planned by M r s . Robert 
L e l a n d , a n aunt of the bride. A recep
tion followed. M r s . J a c k s o n is a g r a n d 
daughter of L o u i s C . Stearns and the 
late M r s . S t e a r n s , of B r i d g e w a t e r , and 
of the late M r . a n d M r s . F r a n k E . 
H o u g h t o n , of E l m w o o d ; two active 
and w e l l - k n o w n N e w C h u r c h families . 
A m o n g members of the b r i d a l party 
were the groom's brother and his wife , 
M r . and M r s . J a c k J . J a c k s o n , of H a r t 
ford, C o n n . , and three of the bride's 
cousins. M i s s B e t t y B e l k n a p and L o u i s 
S t e a r n s B e l k n a p , of E l m w o o d . a n d M i s s 
S u s a n H a y w a r d , of N e w L o n d o n . N . H . 

• 

L U N D B E R G - B A U C O C K . — T h e marriage 
of M e r l e L u n d b e r g and P a t r i c i a B a b -
cook took place in the L o s Angeles 
c h u r c h J u l y 12. T h e bride was at 
tended by her s is ter , M r s . N o r m a n 
S w c i t z e r , as matron of honor, a n d by 
M i s s P a t E m e r s o n and M i s s M a r y 
J a n e G l o r , as bridesmaids . D u a n e 
L u n d b e r g , brother of the groom, was 
best m a n . U s h e r s w e r e A l l e n M e C o l -
lum and E r i c E n t m a n . T h e bride and 
groom gave each other a r i n g . A r e 
ception followed in the paris l i house 
where the many friends of the bridal 
couple offered congratulations on the 
h a p p y occasion. T h e R e v . A n d r e D i a 
conoff officiated. A former president 
of the L e a g u e . M r . L u n d b e r g was S p l i t 
Mountain C a m p director this y e a r . H e 
is a publ ic accountant . • 

R I D D I C K - W I L S O N . — M a r i o n W i l s o n 
of N e w Y o r k became the wife O c t . 20 
of C h a r l e s I I . R i d d i c k in the church 
of the H a r l e m , N . Y . miss ion , the Rev . 
W i l l i a m E . F a i r f a x officiating. 


