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There is one God, and H e is 
the L o r d and Savior Jesus Christ . 

• 
The W o r d is Div ine and eon-

tains a spir i tual or inner meaning 
whereby is revealed the way. 

• 
Saving fa i th is to believe in 

H i m and keep the Commandments 
of His W o r d . 

E v i l is to be shunned as sin 
against God. 

• 
Human l i fe is unbroken and 

continuous, and the world of the 
spir i t is real and near. 
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THE BARREN FIG TREE; LIFE IS MORE THAN 
MEAT AND THE BODY MORE THAN RAIMENT 

b y Eric Zaeharias 

And when he saw a fig tree in the way, he came 
to it, and found nothing thereon, but leaves only, 
aiid said unto it, Let no fruit grow on thee hence
forward for ever. And presently the fig tree with
ered away.—MATT. 2 1 : 1 9 . 

H E parab le of the w i t h e r i n g of the f ig tree p r o 
vides us w i t h a s trange i n c i d e n t : On first read 

i n g , we m a y find no obvious reason f o r Jesus caus
i n g the tree to die. T h e passage tells us t h a t H e 
and the disciples le f t the c i t y of B e t h a n y t o spend 
the n i g h t outside the c i t y . I n the m o r n i n g H e was 
h u n g r y and seeing a fig tree approached i t expect
i n g to find i t laden w i t h f r u i t . H e was soon t o 
discover, however, t h a t a l t h o u g h the tree seemed 
hea l thy in every w a y — e v i d e n t l y the leaves were well 
filled o u t — t h e r e was no f r u i t on i t . 

M a r k also records th i s parab le . T h i s w r i t e r i n 
forms us t h a t i t was n o t ye t t ime f o r figs. T h e n 
w h y d i d Jesus condemn the tree? I t seems so very 
unl ike H i m . T h e laws of g r o w t h are o f divine o r i g i n . 
God H i m s e l f is responsible f o r them i n the i r every 
d e t a i l . Y e t on th i s occasion our L o r d seemed t o he 
expec t ing the tree t o hear f r u i t out of s e a s o n -
c o n t r a r y to the very laws H e established. A s trange 
t h i n g t o do. Y e t was i t rea l ly so f o re ign t o H i m ? 

T a k e note of the inc ident recorded j u s t p r i o r t o 
our parab le . Jesus had gone i n t o the house of God 
and cast out a l l who sold and bought i n the temple. 
H e said u n t o t h e m , " M y house shall be called the 
house of p r a y e r ; b u t ye have hade i t a den of 
thieves . " 

T h e money changers were symbolic o f an age. I t 
was a per i od which saw the b u i l d i n g of g r e a t cit ies. 
Rome and Athens had b u i l t theaters and monuments 
which arc s t i l l t o d a y the marve l of the w o r l d . I t 
was also an era which witnessed the d i s i n t e g r a t i o n 
of m o r a l and s p i r i t u a l values. Gibbons, the h i s t o r i a n , 
a t t r i b u t e s the f a l l of the vast Roman E m p i r e , i n 
p a r t a t least, t o l a x i t y of l i f e , to the f a i l u r e of the 
people to disc ipl ine themselves s p i r i t u a l l y . 

W h e n the L o r d looked upon the fig tree , observed 
t h a t i t was well leafed o u t — y e t bore no f r u i t — d i d 
there n o t perhaps pass before H i s eyes t h a t p i c t u r e 
of c iv i l i zat ion ' s accomplishments? 

I t was indeed a c i v i l i za t i on well leafed out . I t 
was splendorous. T o the casual observer i t was 
good. B u t the L o r d was not a casual observer u p o n 
th i s e a r t h l y stage. H e was not as a v i s i t o r o r 
t o u r i s t who looks u p o n a b e a u t i f u l b u i l d i n g and then 
passes on t o the next p o i n t of interest . 

W e read t h a t H e was enhungered. H u n g r y f o r 
the f r u i t of the fig t r e e ; f o r the sa lvat i on of every 
h u m a n hear t and soul. T h e leaves of the fig tree , 
the g l i t t e r of c i v i l i z a t i o n are as n o t h i n g when the 
f r u i t of the tree is not filling out and when the soul 

of m a n k i n d lies s tarved behind the walls of a w o r l d l y 
l i f e . 

T h e L o r d in this inc ident reveals t o us one of the 
hardest rules of l i f e . I t is a ru le of l i fe which caused 
H i m severe conf l i c t . W e read in the record of H i s 
t e m p t a t i o n experiences t h a t the L o r d was t a k e n t o 
the t o p o f a h i g h m o u n t a i n and there was spread out 
before H i m a view of the w o r l d . 

T h i s is a figurative way o f showing us t h a t the 
w o r l d w i t h i ts many g r e a t accomplishments made a 
tremendous p u l l u p o n h i m . W a s he not K i n g of 
K i n g s ? H i s human n a t u r e gave h im m a n y moments 
of a n x i e t y . 

H e r e as i n the parable of the b a r r e n fig tree we 
have the lesson t h a t l i f e is more t h a n meat , and the 
body more t h a n ra iment . 

L e t us a p p l y this lesson: T h e R o m a n c i v i l i z a t i o n 
of which H e was a p a r t w i l l die , H e sa id , i f i t c a n 
not bear the f r u i t s of a good l i f e . H i s t o r y tells 
the s t o r y . I n a c o m p a r a t i v e l y few years , one o f the 
g r e a t empires of a l l t ime gave way before s t ronger 
forces. I n t e r i o r l y i t was r o t t e n , while on the o u t 
side i t presented a show of s t r e n g t h and splendor. 
T h e c h u r c h , the Jewish church of the L o r d ' s d a y , 
possessed i ts many fine temples, b u t the L o r d by 
H i s l i f e b r o u g h t t h a t c h u r c h t o i ts end and began 
a new one. I t too was as a fig tree i n f u l l l e a f — b u t 
b e a r i n g no f r u i t . 

A s tudy of the ear ly C h r i s t i a n church tells us how 
this law inev i tab ly takes i t s course. J o h n in Revela
tion writes t o the church a t Ephcsus r e m i n d i n g the 
people there t h a t they have l e f t t h e i r first love. 
T h e w r i t e r warns his people t h a t they must recap 
t u r e th i s love or the church w i l l w i ther away. 

I n the w r i t i n g s of the New Reve lat ion there stands 
a p a r a g r a p h which tells us t h a t w i t h the b e g i n n i n g 
of every new age of dispensation there is an intense 
desire to p u t the new t r u t h t o w o r k . Those who 
seek t o know i t , desire also t o establish i t i n t he i r 
hearts and lives. 

B u t as t ime goes on , there is l ike ly to he a g r a d u a l 
lessening of that, first enthusiasm and urgency . T h e 
d o c t o r i n g of the new age comes to be used as a 
f r o n t — p e r h a p s l ike the false facade o f a b u i l d i n g 
which hides the shabby p a r t of what is behind i t . 

T h i s condemnation of the fig tree comes as a 
very clear w a r n i n g t o the w o r l d t o d a y . W e see 
i t a b i d i n g by and p r o m o t i n g the d o c t r i n e of power 
by the p r e p a r e d m i g h t of armaments . I n the vast 
a r r a y weapons, do we n o t see the leaves of the fig 
tree? 

W h a t a v i v i d p i c t u r e we can b r i n g before our 
m i n d s ! E n v i s i o n our L o r d , on H i s face the expres
sion o f one enhungered, the heavy shadow of deep 
concern f o r the wel fare of man in H i s hear t . Imag ine 
H i m s t a n d i n g before the a c cumula t i on of e a r t h l y 
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m i g h t and condemning i t to w i ther away. F o r are 
n o t these weapons a f r o n t which hides the shabbi -
ness of l i f e — i t s fears , its suspicions, i ts c o r r u p t i o n ? 

T h e good f r u i t s o f l i fe cannot g row to m a t u r i t y 
upon such a tree. T h e words of the p r o p h e t Zecha-
r i a h come to m i n d : " N o t by m i g h t , nor by power, 
b u t by my s p i r i t , sa i th the L o r d of hos ts . " 

L e t us c a r r y this a step f u r t h e r . T h e bui lder 
of a house works w i t h three d imens ions—height , 
w i d t h and l e n g t h . T o know the height is not enough 
t o c o n s t r u c t a b u i l d i n g . T h e L o r d as the d iv ine 
ar ch i t e c t of human l i f e also works w i t h the three 
dimensions. T h a t is , H e strives at a l l times to have 
us recognize t h a t H e has i m p l a n t e d i n man the 
facult ies which when used w i l l c o n s t r u c t w i t h i n men 
a tabernacle of God h a v i n g l e n g t h , height and w i d t h . 

I n our br ie f observat ion of l i fe in the c h u r c h i n 
the L o r d ' s d a y , of the beg inning of the C h r i s t i a n 
c h u r c h , the note we made o f our own c i v i l i z a t i o n — 
t h a t i t is r e s t i n g u p o n the doc t r ine of power by the 
m i g h t of p r e p a r e d weapons, we have i l l u s t r a t i o n s 
t h a t man has not been l i v i n g the three dimensional 
l i f e . 

T h e Jewish c h u r c h , or rel igious e r a , rested u p o n 
the t r a d i t i o n s of o ld . T h e t r u e s p i r i t of the Mosaic-
law was dead. Y e t we can j u s t i f i a b l y say t h a t these 
people l ived a l i f e of some considerable he ight . T h e y 
knew the commandments but fa i led to broaden t h e i r 
lives by a l i f e a c c o r d i n g t o them. 

T h e b u i l d i n g of the tower of Babel as recorded 
i n Genesis also describes a people s t r i v i n g to a t t a i n 
a he ight beyond the i r capabi l i t ies . T h e r e is no de
s c r i p t i o n given of the dimensions of the tower except 
t h a t i t was desired t h a t i t reach i n t o the heavens. 
F o r the i r e f for ts , these people were scattered abroad 
u p o n the face o f the e a r t h . 

I s no t the L o r d t e l l i n g us t h a t in this instance 
there was knowledge i n abundance, bu t there was 
l a c k i n g a love f o r God and fel lowman? So again 
the fig tree well leafed out yet h e a r i n g no f r u i t comes 
i n t o view. 

O u r L o r d i n his g r e a t w o r k l ived a l i f e which 
yielded much f r u i t . W e read t h a t he grew i n wisdom 
and in s t a t u r e . H i s in f in i te love flowed over the 
whole of the human race. E a c h person i n d i v i d u a l l y 
is of his warmest concern—the j u s t and the u n j u s t . 
H i s on ly enemy was evil i n whatever f o r m he found 
i t . T h e breadth of his l i fe? H e t a u g h t , he healed 
the sick, he comfor ted those who mourned . H e fe l t 
no bitterness t o w a r d them who stoned h i m . H e 
b r o u g h t the way t o sa lvat ion t o a l l the w o r l d . He 
was the t r u t h , he loved i t and he l ived i t . I n him 
there developed the m a t u r e l i fe of he ight , w i d t h and 
l ength . 

H o w very di f ferent are the descr ipt ions of the 
tower of Babel which speak on ly of i ts t o w e r i n g 
height and t h a t assurance of the New Jerusalem 
coming down f r o m God out of heaven. " A n d the 
c i t y l i e th f our - square , and the l e n g t h is as large 
as the b r e a d t h : and he measured the c i t y w i t h the 
reed, twelve thousand f u r l o n g s . T h e l e n g t h and 
the b r e a d t h and the height of i t are equal. . . . I n 
the midst of the street of i t and on e ither side of 
the r i v e r , was there the tree of l i f e , which bore 
twelve manner of f r u i t s , and yielded her f r u i t every 
m o n t h : and the leaves of the tree were f o r the heal
i n g of the n a t i o n s . " H o w very di f ferent f r o m the 
fig tree which was well filled out b u t bore no f r u i t . 

(Mr. Zaeharias is minister at Pretty Prairie, 
Kans., and president of the American New-Chundi 
Sunday School Association.) 

W H O THEN ARE HIS DISCIPLES?* K I ™ L M ™ 

Then said Jesus to those J exes who believed in 
him. If ye continue in my word, then are ye my 
disciples indeed.—JOHN 8 : 3 1 . 

H E R E are many ways of being d isc ip les ; as 
m a n y as there are kinds o f people. E a c h p e r 

son has his own i n d i v i d u a l charac ter i s t i c s , so t h a t 
no two w i l l serve i n e x a c t l y the same manner . 

T h e difference in the ways of be ing disciples is 
due to the var ious concepts of G o d , and of w h a t H e 
requires of H i s people. T h i s concept has changed 
t h r o u g h the ages, and is now much more advanced 
t h a n i n ear ly times. 

Some of the first conscientious fol lowers of the 
L o r d , who may be termed disciples, were the N a z a r -
i tcs . T h e t e r m " N a z a r i t e " means set a p a r t and 
docs not di f fer much f r o m the e a r l y meaning of 
ho ly , which means, to be set a p a r t . 

T h e N a z a r i t e u s u a l l y had some outer m a r k o f 
his vow visible. Sometimes he p e r m i t t e d his ha i r t o 
g r o w , and wore coarse clothes. H e m i g h t absta in 
f r o m wine and s t r o n g d r i n k , and possibly f r o m a l l 
products of the vine. 

Samson was a N a z a r i t e i n th i s sense. Saul was 
ano inted as a servant of the L o r d , and Samuel was 
dedicated t o H i s service by his mother a t a very 

ear ly age. T h e Rechabites, mentioned by Jeremiah , 
were set a p a r t f o r a c e r t a i n service and they re 
f ra ined f r o m a l l use of the products of the vine. 

The ch i ldren o f I s rae l as a whole f e l t t h a t they 
were set a p a r t f o r a special service to Jehovah , and 
there were times when they t r i e d t o purge themselves 
of a l l i m p u r i t i e s ; when they felt t h a t the i r disc iple-
ship was f a l l i n g shor t of w h a t i t ought t o be. 

T h e Jews ' method of c leansing does not at a l l 
con form to our s tandards of p u r i f i c a t i o n i n the com
m u n i t y . T h i s difference shows what a l o n g way 
we have come in recogniz ing our social ob l igat ions . 
T h e concept Moses had of pub l i c c leansing is given 
i n N u m b e r 5 : " A n d the L o r d spake u n t o Moses, 
say ing , Command the ch i ldren of I s r a e l , t h a t they 
p u t out of the camp every leper, and everyone t h a t 
h a t h an issue, and whosoever is defiled by the dead : 
bo th male and female shall ye p u t o u t , w i t h o u t the 
camp shall ye p u t t h e m ; t h a t they defile no t the 
camps in the midst whereof I d w e l l . " 

W e know f r o m h i s t o r y t h a t i n ancient Rome the 
f a t h e r had the power of l i fe and death over his 
f a m i l y . H e could execute any member of i t i f lie 
t h o u g h t i t advisable, and his act would be legal . 
H e r e , i n ancient I s r a e l we have a s imi lar law where-
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b y t h e c o m m u n i t y c a n , l e g a l l y , e x p o s e i ts s i c k a n d 
helpless to t h e e lements . N o t o n l y a r e t h e y p e r 
m i t t e d to do s o , b u t a r c , in f a c t , o r d e r e d to t r e a t 
them in t h a t m a n n e r . 

I s r a e l set a b o u t c l e a n s i n g its c o m m u n i t y of p h y s 
i c a l d i s e a s e s b y t h r u s t i n g the p a t i e n t s o u t s i d e of 
the c a m p . T h i s m e t h o d w a s p e r m i t t e d b y t h e L o r d 
b e c a u s e the m i n d of m a n h a d n o t deve loped to the 
p o i n t w h e r e m o r e h u m a n e m e d i c a l c a r e w o u l d be 
u n d e r s t o o d o r a c c e p t e d . 

I s r a e l r e a l i z e d t h a t e x p o s i n g the d i s e a s e d p e o p l e 
to the r i g o r s of t h e w i l d e r n e s s w o u l d be t o o m u c h 
f o r t h e m , b u t even so , it was the lesser of t w o e v i l s . 
T h e y k n e w t h e t e r r i b l e r a v a g e s c a u s e d b y e p i d e m i c 
d i s e a s e s . T h e y h a d no w a y of c o m b a t i n g these . 

T h e r e w a s no s c r u m , no d i s i n f e c t a n t as s u c h , not 
even a n y k n o w l e d g e of g e r m s o r a n y o r g a n i s m 
s m a l l e r t h a n c o u l d be seen w i t h the n a k e d e y e . T h e 
o n l y w a y t h e y h a d of c o m b a t i n g c o n t a g i o u s d i s 
ease w a s b y i s o l a t i o n of t h o s e who c o n t r a c t e d i t . 
T h e y h a d no i s o l a t i o n w a r d s , not even a s e p a r a t e 
b u i l d i n g w h e r e t h e s i c k c o u l d be c a r e d f o r . 

T o s a v e the life of the c o m m u n i t y when a p e r s o n 
c o n t r a c t e d w h a t t h e y c a l l e d l e p r o s y , w h i c h m i g h t 
be one of a n y n u m b e r of d i s o r d e r s , t h e i r o n l y r e 

c o u r s e was to remove the p a t i e n t f r o m the m i d s t of 
the c o m m u n i t y . T h e r e w a s no p l a c e to p u t t h e m 
e x c e p t o u t s i d e of the c a m p . 

W e see t h e n t h a t h e a r t l e s s t h o u g h t h e p r a c t i c e 
seems a t first g l a n c e , u n d e r the c i r c u m s t a n c e s t h e r e 
w a s n o t h i n g else f o r t h e m to do . T h e I s r a e l i t e s 
were d i s c i p l e s of t h e L o r d a c c o r d i n g to t h e i r u n d e r 
s t a n d i n g of t h e l a w . 

W e m a y t h i n k of the p r i e s t s of a l l ages a s b e i n g 
H i s d i s c i p l e s , s i n c e t h e y were officially d e d i c a t e d to 
H i s s e r v i c e . T h e y h a d c h a r g e of t h e t e m p l e , a n d 
c a r r i e d o u t t h e r i t e s a n d c e r e m o n i e s h e l d t h e r e i n 
h o n o r a n d w o r s h i p of J e h o v a h . T h e y offered the 
s a c r i f i c e s b r o u g h t b y the p e o p l e a n d fed t h e m some 
of the m e a t t h a t h a d been r o a s t e d o r boi led i n the 
c o u r s e of t h e s a c r i f i c e . 

T h e p r i e s t s w e r e s t r i c t a b o u t k e e p i n g t h e r u l e s 
a n d t r i e d to be obedient to t h e W o r d of the L o r d 
a s t h e y i n t e r p r e t e d i t , a n d as it h a d been i n t e r p r e t e d 
b y the p r i e s t s before t h e m . N o t o n l y were t h e r e 
t h e T e n C o m m a n d m e n t s a n d t h e L a w s o f M o s e s , 
but t h e r e were o t h e r h o o k s of l a w s t h a t h a d been 
w r i t t e n b y t h e p r i e s t s f r o m t ime to t ime . 

A l l these w e r e r e g a r d e d as e q u a l l y s a c r e d , a n d 
m u s t he s c r u p u l o u s l y k e p t . T h e s e l a w s t e n d e d to 
p r e s e r v e t h e c o m m u n i t y as i n the c a s e of e x p e l l i n g 
lepers f r o m the c a m p o r c i t y , o r where the p r i e s t 
is g u a r d e d f r o m i n f e c t i o n b y b e i n g f o r b i d d e n to 
t o u c h a d e a d b o d y . 

I t w a s b e c a u s e of t h i s b a c k g r o u n d t h a t t h e p r i e s t s 
b e h a v e d a s t h e y d i d i n the t ime o f o u r L o r d . . I n 
o r d e r to a d m i n i s t e r t h e r i t e s of t h e temple t h e y h a d 
to be s u r e to r e m a i n c e r e m o n i a l l y c l e a n . T o d o 
this t h e y h a d to a v o i d s i c k people a n d above a l l he 
c a r e f u l not to come i n t o c o n t a c t w i t h t h e d e a d . 

W i t h s u c h a c o n c e p t of p r i e s t l y d u t i e s , t h e r e 
c o u l d be no p a s t o r a l v i s i t i n g of the s i c k . T h i s 
seems to m a k e i t c l e a r w h y the p r i e s t p a s s e d b y 
on the o t h e r s ide of the r o a d when he c a m e a c r o s s 

t h e w o u n d e d m a n b y the w a y s i d e , i n t h e P a r a b l e 
of t h e G o o d S a m a r i t a n . H a d the p r i e s t a n y c o n 
t a c t w i t h the s i c k m a n , he w o u l d become c e r e m o n i a l l y 
u n c l e a n a n d w o u l d not be able to p e r f o r m his p r i e s t l y 
d u t i e s i n t h e t e m p l e when he r e a c h e d i t . 

I t was m u c h m o r e i m p o r t a n t f r o m his p o i n t of 
view to k e e p c l e a n a n d s e r v e G o d i n the t e m p l e , 
t h a n i t w a s to g ive t e m p o r a r y r e l i e f to a m a n i n 
need. H e w a s a d i s c i p l e of t h e L o r d a n d d i d e v e r y 
t h i n g t h a t the L o r d d e m a n d e d of h i m a s a d i s c i p l e , 
f r o m his p o i n t of v iew. 

A s i t w a s i n a n c i e n t t i m e , so in o u r d a y t h e r e 
a r e v a r i o u s w a y s of b e i n g d i s c i p l e s of t h e L o r d . 
T h e e di f ferent m e t h o d s h a v e one t h i n g i n c o m m o n : 
A l l those who w o u l d be H i s d i s c i p l e s c l a i m t h e L o r d 
J e s u s C h r i s t as t h e i r M a s t e r a n d L e a d e r . 

I t i s to s u c h people t h a t J e s u s s p o k e when H e 
s a i d , " I f y e c o n t i n u e i n m y w o r d , t h e n y e a r e m y 
d i s c i p l e s i n d e e d ; a n d y e s h a l l k n o w t h e t r u t h , a n d 
the t r u t h s h a l l m a k e y o u f r e e . " 

T h e p o i n t o f the m a t t e r is t h a t a m a n m a y be 
m i s t a k e n i n h i s v i e w s , b u t i f he is s i n c e r e a n d l ives 
u p t o the p r i n c i p l e s t h a t he h a s , then t h e L o r d w i l l 
r e v e a l to h i m , v e r y g r a d u a l l y , i n w h a t w a y he is 
w r o n g a n d d i r e c t h i m to w h a t is r i g h t . 

N o n e of u s a r e r i g h t in a l l the v iews Ave h o l d . 
T h e f a l s i t i e s we e m b r a c e b i n d u s to c e r t a i n a t t i 
t u d e s , a n d as l o n g as we c l i n g to t h e m , we w i l l n o t 
a c c e p t t h e t r u t h the L o r d offers . I n t h i s w a y we 
a r e r e s t r i c t e d to n a r r o w l i m i t s a n d c a n n o t u n d e r 
s t a n d the b r o a d e r t r u t h s . 

W h e n the love of G o d is g r e a t e r t h a n t h e lo\'e o f 
self , these b o n d s a r e loosened a n d the d i s c i p l e s h i p 
becomes m o r e a n d m o r e effective. R e l i a n c e on t h e 
L o r d J e s u s C h r i s t w i l l loosen the b o n d s , a n d we c a n 
become H i s d i s c i p l e s i n the h i g h e s t sense . 

* A sermon based on thoughts about Swedenborg's state
ment [T. V. R . 4, 108, 791] that in the spiritual world the 
Lord sent out His twelve disciples to declare His Second 
Coming. Question: Who are now His disciples on earth? 

B e n e d i c i t e O m n i a O p e r a 

" B l e s s the L o r d , O my soul , a n d a l l that is w i t h i n me 
bless his holy n a m e . " 

B l i n d to T h y presence , L o r d , deaf to T h y voice, 
T h e wor ld , in T h y creation finds no p l a n 
O r purpose with concern or care for m a n ; 
A n d so. today, it hastens to be m e r r y — 
T o m o r r o w hovers with the seal of c l a y — 
T h e earth is i r o n , for the skies are brass . 

O T h o u , who as at this time didst o'ercome 
T h e ultimate darkness and become our S u n , 
Shine on T h y c h u r c h with springt ime w a r m t h and light 
O f love and wisdom, that she, in T h y name, 
M a y cause b l ind eyes to see, deaf ears to h e a r , 
B i d the bowed soul s tand upright and behold 

T h e purposes of a l l things flowing ful l 
T o h i m , the d a r l i n g of T h y universe , 
T h e harmony c f al l things in T h y l a w 
O f loA'e, which d r a w s h im ever unto T h e e . 
B r i n g i n g , in love and service p u l s i n g free, 
T h y whole Creat ion ' s Benedicite. 

C L A R A M O S L R Y D E P R I E S T 
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E D I T O R I A L S 

Commemoration Restrained 
H E spontaneous r e j o i c i n g t h a t greeted the s ign 

i n g of the armist i ce of W o r l d W a r I has never 
since been equaled. W e have l ived to see another 
w o r l d w a r w i t h enemies in E u r o p e and la ter in A s i a 
surrender ing . A n d only recently the K o r e a n a r m i s 
t ice . T h e r e has been r e j o i c i n g , of course, h u t i t has 
been res t ra ined . 

Perhaps th i s stems f r o m a feel ing t h a t even i f 
statesmanship and generalship may b r i n g a v i c t o r y , 
bo th are qui te helpless t o make the r e s u l t i n g peace 
more t h a n a t e m p o r a r y and uneasy t r u c e . Schemes 
are p u t f o r w a r d t o insure peace, mi l l ions of words 
are expended t o analyze the p o l i t i c a l , social and 
economic causes of w a r . B u t any acceptable p l a n 
f o r w o r l d peace is yet t o come. 

Some w i l l ho ld t h a t i t is the s t u p i d i t y and the 
c u p i d i t y of the men in power, whether a t t a i n i n g this 
by democrat i c means or n o t , which is t o blame f o r 
t l i e lack of h a r m o n y between nat ions . N o doubt 
t h a t is p a r t l y t r u e . A state of w a r l i k e tension 
always helps the ru lers to t i g h t e n the i r g r i p on the 
people. B u t the prob lem of t r a n s l a t i n g an armist i ce 
i n t o a permanent peace is more f u n d a m e n t a l t h a n 
such an e x p l a n a t i o n admits . F o r i t lies in the evil 
n a t u r e o f m a n . 

As l o n g as the n a t u r a l m i n d , w i t h its lust f o r 
d o m i n i o n , rules the lives o f men the out look f o r 
p e r p e t u a l peace and human bro therhood is not 
b r i g h t , — B . J . 

No Guarantee Against Mistakes 
3 f t { f E had a f r i end who div ided m a n k i n d i n t o three 

grades, which he named the sapoleons, the 
hopoleons and the napoleons. T h e first grade con
sisted of the vast masses who could never be a n y t h i n g 
b u t hewers of wood and drawers of water . T h e 
second was somewhat higher i n the inte l l ec tua l scale 
and m i g h t hope t o rise a l i t t l e , t h o u g h few of them 
d i d . T h e last class was, of course, the e l i t e ; and 
t o th i s grade our f r i e n d be longed—at least, so he 
modestly confessed. W i t h eloquent contempt he 
poured r id i cu le upon democracy and such devices as 
p o p u l a r elections. " S o l v i n g problems by c o u n t i n g 
noses. G i v i n g t o a moron or even a m e d i o c r i t y the 
same electoral power as t o one w i t h a super ior I Q ! " 
A l l progress and a l l g r e a t ideas came f r o m a few i n 
whom flamed the spark of genius, this modest w i t 
contended. T h e great masses never had c o n t r i b u t e d 
a n y t h i n g and never could . 

These sentiments are n o t s t a r t l i n g : they are es
sent ia l ly the ou t l ook of every t o t a l i t a r i a n ph i l os 
ophy . A n d a few h igh-minded inte l l ec tua ls , i n c l u d 
i n g P l a t o , h a r b o r them and have harbored them i n 
some measure o r other . I n his classic, The Republic, 
P l a t o advocated a government by wise and learned 
phi losophers . T h e elite as i t exists i n its creator ' s 
i m a g i n a t i o n is always made in his own image. P l a t o 
being a phi losopher conceived of the elite as com

posed of philosophers. These men would presum
ably know what was good f o r the people much bet ter 
t h a n the people themselves. 

T h e r e is a superf ic ia l persuasiveness about the 
case f o r a r u l i n g class, especially because so many 
w i l l find i t easy t o convince themselves t h a t they 
rea l ly belong to i t . B u t i t is well to ponder this 
h i s t o r i c a l f a c t : Those who wrest power and p r o c l a i m 
themselves the elite are more l i k e l y to be gangsters 
led by a ruthless d i c t a t o r t h a n they are t o be 
phi losophers . A n d i f i t should happen t h a t 
phi losophers became the k ings , how l o n g would i t 
be before they ceased to be philosophers and became 
t y r a n t s ? As L o r d A c t o n s a i d : " A l l power c o r r u p t s 
and absolute power c o r r u p t s a b s o l u t e l y . " 

I n I Samuel 8 , there is a w a r n i n g to those who 
would l ike to escape f r o m freedom. T h e people 
came to Samuel and demanded a k i n g . Samuel , i n 
accord w i t h God's w o r d , warned them w h a t k i n d 
of a r u l e r they would have and how he would oppress 
them. T h e h i s t o r y of I s r a e l showed how r i g h t he 
was. A n d indeed, h i s t o r y has m a n y pages devoted 
t o the t y r a n n y of a r u l i n g o l i g a r c h y ; while i t is 
almost devoid of examples of good government under 
an el i te . 

Elect ions are no guarantee against mis takes ; nor 
do they solve every prob lem of human re lat ions . 
Nevertheless, they are a democrat ic device which 
does much to insure against t y r a n n y . E v e r y p a 
t r i o t i c c i t izen should ho ld them i n respect, and show 
this respect by p a r t i c i p a t i n g in t h e m , — B . J . 

A Test of Faith 
A T A N , no doubt knew his psycho logy when in 

his B i b l i c a l remarks about the worthlessness 
of the human race he said of J o b : " D o t h J o b fear 
God f o r naught? . . . B u t p u t f o r t h th ine hand now, 
and touch a l l t h a t he h a t h , and he w i l l curse thee 
( G o d ) t o t h y face . " (Job 1 : 9 - 1 1 . ) 

M a y b e some find i t easy t o believe i n a beneficent 
D i v i n e Providence when e v e r y t h i n g goes wel l , or 
a t least, more or less in accord w i t h t h e i r desires. 
Such f a i t h is l ike the tendency to vote back i n t o 
power the p a r t y i n c o n t r o l when times are good. 
B u t the real test of f a i t h comes d u r i n g advers i ty . 

A t the close of W o r l d W a r I I , a p o p u l a r r a d i o 
preacher dec lared : " M a n y f ound i t d i f f i cu l t , i f not 
impossible, to believe i n a j u s t and beneficent God 
r u l i n g th i s w o r l d d u r i n g the carnage of b a t t l e . T o 
d a y , however, w i t h v i c t o r y perched upon our b a n 
ners, surely the most b l i n d w i l l see t h a t i t is j u s t 
such a God who r e i g n s . " 

A phys i c i s t , who held an i m p o r t a n t post i n the 
development of the atomic bomb, s tated t h a t the 
discovery which made the bomb possible was rea l ly 
simple and m i g h t have been made ten years ear l ier . 
A n d he added : " I believe i t was the hand of P r o v i -

(Contii)iif(l on next page) 
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Annual Appeal Gets Underway 
T h e observance of Convention L o y a l t y S u n d a y met 

with a most encouraging" response on the part of several 
of our churches this past y e a r . 

R e a d e r s of T H E M E S S E N G E R w i l l recal l that this ob
servance was suggested by the Convention A p p e a l C o m 
mittee, not merely as a means of r a i s i n g money, but to 
remind us of the spir i t in which we could give expres 
sion to our love for the C h u r c h and to our desire to i m 
plement those uses which no society could c a r r y out 
alone, but which require the concerted efforts of us a l l . 

W i t h this in view, a specia l O r d e r of S e r v i c e in which 
we could a l l j o i n was provided by the Committee on 
W o r s h i p to m a r k the beginning of the A p p e a l . 

I t is hoped that this y e a r our Convention societies 
w i l l wish to j o i n again in a s imi lar service. S u n d a y , 
November 15, has been designated as an appropriate 
date by the new c h a i r m a n of the A p p e a l Committee, 
A d o l p h L i e h e r t , J r . , of P h i l a d e l p h i a . 

A t his request, the Committee on W o r s h i p has again 
p r e p a r e d a n O r d e r of S e r v i c e , as submitted b e l o w . — 
F o r the Committee on W o r s h i p , E D W I N G . C A P O N 

T h e A n n u a l A p p e a l , itself , s tarts November 1 and 
extends to M a r c h 31. B y about the time this M E S S E N G E R 
reaches most subscribers , ful l p a r t i c u l a r s as to the c a m 
p a i g n — t h e societies' quotas, e t c . — w i l l be i n the hands 
of c h u r c h officers, collectors a n d the membership 
genera l ly . 

B o r n I n Darkest Hours 
A P A R T FROM OUR specific miss ionary work we have 

also the duty of e m p h a s i z i n g the s p i r i t u a l values of 
l i fe . F r o m time to time we hear men assert that our 
modern c ivi l izat ion is crumbl ing and that the world may 
have to experience again a " d a r k a g e " period of con
fusion and gloom. T h e r e is nothing new in these pessi 
mistic prophecies . T h e y have been uttered i n a l l great 
wor ld -s truggles . A n d events have n e a r l y a l w a y s proved 
them false. Some of the world 's greatest f o r w a r d move
ments have been born in the darkest hours. 

A s Professor K e n n e t h S . Latouret te of Y a l e has re
cent ly reminded u s : 

In 1792, the y e a r of the R e i g n of T e r r o r in P a r i s , 
the B a p t i s t M i s s i o n a r y Society was organized in E n g 
l a n d , g r o w i n g out of the efforts of W i l l i a m C a r e y . 

In 1795, T h e L o n d o n M i s s i o n a r y Society was organ
ized by E n g l i s h Congregat ional is ts . 

In 1799, when Napoleon was r e t u r n i n g from his c a m 
paign in E g y p t in an effort to break B r i t a i n ' s com
munications with I n d i a , the C h u r c h M i s s i o n a r y Society 
was formed by the A n g l i c a n s . 

In 1804, when Napoleon was giving the greatest 
threat of invasion E n g l a n d has had between the S p a n i s h 
A r m a d a and the N a z i attempt in 1940, the B r i t i s h and 
F o r e i g n B i b l e Society was organized . 

In 1810, w h e n N e w E n g l a n d was dis traught by our 
attempts to mainta in our neutral i ty in the Napoleonic 
W a r s , the A m e r i c a n B o a r d of Commissioners for F o r 
eign Miss ions was organized in N e w E n g l a n d . 

In 1812, whi le A m e r i c a n ports were being blockaded 
by the B r i t i s h at the beginning of the W a r of 1812, the 
first p a r t y of A m e r i c a n missionaries , of which A d o n i r a m 
J u d s o n was a member, sa i led for I n d i a . 

I t is i n troubled periods l ike the present that mem-

A Suggested Order of Service for 
"Convention Loyalty Sunday" 

Book of W o r s h i p , F i r s t or F o u r t h O r d e r of S e r v i c e . 
T h e m e and possible sermon t i t l e : " A L a r g e r L o y a l t y . " 
O p e n i n g H y m n 64, " F o r the B e a u t y of the E a r t h . " 
C h a n t or Respons ive R e a d i n g : Psalm 96 , page 72. 
O l d T e s t a m e n t L e s s o n : Isaiah 51 :1 -16 . 
Responsive S e r v i c e : P a g e 124, " P e n t e c o s t . " 
N e w T e s t a m e n t L e s s o n : Luke 2 :39 -52 . 
Suggested P r a y e r s (omitt ing the Responsive P r a y e r s ) : 

" F o r the L e a d e r s h i p of C o n v e n t i o n , " page 231. 
" T h e M i n i s t r y a n d P e o p l e , " page 231. 
" T h e M i s s i o n a r y S p i r i t , " page 232. 
" T h a n k s g i v i n g for the C h u r c h M i n i s t r a t i o n s , " page 

232. 
H y m n 342 , " F a i t h of our F a t h e r s . " 
C l o s i n g H y m n 344, " R i s e u p , O men of G o d . " 

( I f so des ired , that part of the service preceding the 
I n v i t a t i o n to P r a y e r may be replaced by the one 
hundredth P s a l m used as a C a l l to W o r s h i p . ) 

W a t c h T H E M E S S E N G E R for news of the campaign as 
it progresses . I t s success , a n d the number of those 
p a r t i c i p a t i n g , means much to the C h u r c h . — A D O L P H T . 
L I E B E R T , J R . , C h a i r m a n , A p p e a l Committee. (Mr. 
Liehert, of the Philadelphia Society, succeeds Stewart 
E. Poole, Wilmington, who has so successfully conducted 
the Appeal for several years. But he will give Mr. 
Liehert every assistance.—ED.) 

bers of the C h r i s t i a n C h u r c h need most to p r o c l a i m the 
C h r i s t i a n gospel to the w o r l d . — A R T H U R W I L D E in T H E 
M E S S E N G E R , J u n e 10, 1942 

EDITORIAL Concluded from page 358 

dence t h a t f r u s t r a t e d t h i s d i s c o v e r y f o r i f it h a d 
been m a d e t h e l a s t w a r w o u l d h a v e been a n a t o m i c 
A v a r . " 

I n s o f a r as these men s t r e s s t h e ro le of P r o v i d e n c e 
t h e y a r e r i g h t . B u t a r e t h e y r i g h t i n p o i n t i n g to 
o u t c o m e s t h a t we d e s i r e a s ev idence of t h i s P r o v i 
d e n c e ? W e t h i n k t h a t J o b w a s c l o s e r to the t r u t h 
when he s a i d : " T h o u g h he s l a y me, vet s h a l l I t r u s t 
h i m . " ( 1 3 : 1 5 . ) 

M a n ' s f a i t h is n o t t e s t e d w h e n he s a i l s on a s h i p 
Avith a p l a c i d o c e a n a l l a r o u n d . I t is o n t r i a l when 
t h e s h i p s p r i n g s a l e a k a n d a h e a v y g a l e h a m m e r s 
i t . T h e n is when a r e a l f a i t h goes i n t o a c t i o n a n d 
s p u r s m a n into m a n n i n g t h e p u m p s a n d d o i n g w h a t 
c a n be done to k e e p the s h i p a f l o a t . 

W h e n we w a l k t h r o u g h the v a l l e y of t h e s h a d o w s , 
we m u s t t r u s t t h a t G o d is w i t h u s . T h e n we w i l l 
e m e r g e f r o m the v a l l e y s p i r i t u a l l y s t r e n g t h e n e d . 
" W h e n t h o u p a s s e s t t h r o u g h the w a t e r s , I w i l l be 
w i t h thee , a n d t h r o u g h the r i v e r s , t h e y w i l l not o v e r -
whelm t h e e . " — B . J . 

Are You Taking 
a d v a n t a g e o f the new G i f t Subsc r ip t i on O f f e r ? 

Subscr ibers a t $3.00 m a y send " T h e M e s s e n g e r " 

t o a f r i e n d or l i b ra ry f o r $1 .50 . 
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I n G o d W e T r u s t 

(Address by the president, Frank P. 
Coolidge, on the occasion of the First 
Anniversary of the Gulfport, Miss., 
Church, Sept. 20, 1052.) 

F e l l o w m e m b e r s o f the G u l f p o r t 
S w e d e n h o r g M e m o r i a l C h u r c h , a n d 
f r i e n d s . O u r p a s t o r has asked me t o 
say a f e w w o r d s on th i s occasion o f ou r 
f i r s t a n n i v e r s a r y . 

W e have c o m p l e t e d the y e a r unde r 
the g u i d a n c e o f the R e v . P e t e r P e t e r s , 
a n d we n o w t a k e th i s o p p o r t u n i t y t o 
look b a c k w a r d over the w o r k accom
p l i s h e d , a n d to gaze f o r w a r d in to t h e 
c o m i n g y e a r i n an e f f o r t t o asce r ta in 
w h a t l ies be fo re us. 

I n r e t r o s p e c t , we can see how our 
c h u r c h s t a r t e d f r o m the v e r y h u m b l e s t 
o f b e g i n n i n g s . T h o s e e a r l y l eaders , 
w i t h t h e i r s m a l l g r o u p s o f f o l l o w e r s , 
c o m m e n c i n g w i t h Rev . J . P. S t e w a r t , 
whose w o r k was c a r r i e d on b y the Rev 
e rends J u n i u s S p i e r s , F r a n k G u s t a f -
son, A l b e r t F r a n c i s c o , F . L . H i g g i n s , 
C h a r l e s K u e n z l i , a n d T h o m a s N u g e n t . 
A l l o f these c rusaders w i t h t h e i r h e l p 
mates came a n d w e n t at v a r i o u s i n t e r 
v a l s , m i n i s t e r i n g to a l l w h o cared to 
hear , t h r o u g h o u t t h i s vas t s o u t h e r n 
t e r r i t o r y . 

B y f r u g a l l i v i n g , w a t c h i n g , a n d p r a y 
i n g i n those e a r l y yea rs , the peop le i n 
the B i l o x i segment o f ou r c h u r c h w e r e 
able t o set aside a s m a l l sum in the 
hope t h a t someday a b u i l d i n g such as 
th i s cou ld be e rec ted . T h i s f u n d began 
a lmos t a score o f yea rs ago. I n the 
m i d 1940\s t h e i r e f fo r ts we re j o i n e d 
w i t h those o f the G u l f p o r t g r o u p , a n d 
to these w e r e a d d e d the e f fo r ts o f t h e 
M o b i l e , O c e a n S p r i n g s , a n d N e w 
O r l e a n s segments . 

W i t h th i s u n i t e d f r o n t ou r peop le 
e a g e r l y began c o n s t r u c t i o n o f a b u i l d 
i n g on w h i c h the B o m m e r s , t h e 
M a t h i e u s , the L o p e r s , and m a n y o thers 
w o r k e d w i l l i n g l y a n d e a r n e s t l y . B u t , 
a las , l i ke the b u i l d e r s i n the B i b l i c a l 
p a r a b l e , the f o u n d a t i o n s on w h i c h t h i s 
e a r l y b u i l d i n g res ted were l a i d on s h i f t 
i n g sands. 

T h e n i t seemed t h a t the love o f G o d 
and love o f f e l l o w m a n , the t r u e f o u n 
d a t i o n s f o r a n y church, w e r e n o t b e i n g 
f u l l y expressed . T h e s t r u c t u r e w h i c h 
the peop le l a b o r e d to e rec t was j u s t a n 
o t h e r b u i l d i n g . A s we f l oundered h o p e 
less ly l i k e a s h i p w i t h o u t a r u d d e r , a i d 
came t o us i n the p e r s o n o f R e v . J o h n 
a n d G r a c e B o y e r , t hen a t w o r k in D a l 
las , T e x . T h e y he lped us i n M a y 1952 
f o r m a n o r g a n i z a t i o n w h i c h s t i l l ex is ts , 
o n l y s l i g h t l y v a r i e d f r o m i ts o r i g i n a l 
c o m p o s i t i o n , f o r the p u r p o s e o f l e a d i n g 
ou r g r o u p i n the c o n s t r u c t i o n o f t h i s 
c h u r c h w h e r e once s tood " T h e O t h e r 
B u i l d i n g . " 

T h e R e v e r e n d B o y e r ' s m a i n sugges
t i o n on c o n s t r u c t i o n was the use o f a n 
" I " b e a m d o w n the m i d d l e o f the s t r u c 
t u r e . A s I l ook back now o n t h a t sug 
g e s t i o n , I fee l c e r t a i n he m e a n t not 
s i m p l y a steel s u p p o r t f o r the r o o f , b u t 
r a t h e r an " e y e " beam t h a t each a n d 
every one o f us m i g h t see a g a i n , and 
he d r a w n more c lose ly t o g e t h e r t h r o u g h 
love. 

One y e a r ago t o d a y w e h e l d o u r f i r s t 
serv ice u n d e r the gu idance o f o u r p r e s 
ent pas to r . A t t h a t t i m e we h a d f o u r 
w a l l s a n d a p a r t i a l l y c o m p l e t e d r o o f , 
b u t ou r g rea tes t asset l a y in ou r n e w l y 
h o r n s p i r i t , a n d the " w i l l to d o . " 

S ince t h e n we have a d d e d a p e r m a 
nen t r o o f , a p e r m a n e n t floor, s e a t i n g 
f u r n i t u r e , h e a t i n g e q u i p m e n t , a c e i l i n g , 
h e l l t o w e r a n d b e l l , a n d have o t h e r w i s e 
c o m p l e t e d the e x t e r i o r o f o u r c h u r c h . 

A l l these t h i n g s , a n d o thers too n u 
merous t o m e n t i o n , have come t o us 
t h r o u g h the p r a y e r s a n d labors o f ou r 
e n t i r e g r o u p , t o g e t h e r w i t h the h e l p o f 
m a n y f r i e n d s f r o m near and f a r . H o w 
ever , t h o u g h severa l o f ou r m e m b e r s 
have w o r k e d on th i s s t r u c t u r e f r o m 
t i m e to t i m e , a f a r g r e a t e r p r o p o r t i o n 
o f the ac tua l c o n s t r u c t i o n has been done 
b y f r i e n d G e o r g e B o m m e r . 

I m u s t also m e n t i o n E n g l a n d S t e w 
a r t , a n d James a n d L e o n S t e w a r t . A l s o . 
E r n e s t M a r t i n , R o b e r t L o p e r , G e o r g e 
H e r s e y , H u b e r t L a t i m e r . 

O f course, we sha l l not f o r g e t the 

R e t u r n i n g t o F lo r ida 

M r . a n d M r s . D w i g h t A n d e r s o n o f 
the B r o o k l y n Soc ie t y w h o have been a t 
t h e i r home in C e n t e r M o r i c h e s , L o n g 
I s l a n d , N . Y . , t h i s s u m m e r have re 
t u r n e d to t h e i r F l o r i d a res idence f o r 
the w i n t e r . M r . A n d e r s o n has been in 
i m p a i r e d h e a l t h f o r some t i m e . 

N e w M e m b e r s Rece ived 

A t the m o r n i n g serv ice o f the E d m o n 
t o n , A l b . , Soc ie t y J u n e 14, C o n r a d 
H e m h e , M r . a n d M r s . C a r l D a h l b e r g 
and D r . C h r i s t o p h e r M a d i l l , we re re 
ceived i n t o m e m b e r s h i p . 

G o l d e n A n n i v e r s a r y 

P o r t l a n d , M e . , c h u r c h peop le a n d 
o ther f r i e n d s have been e x t e n d i n g t h e i r 
c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s t o M r . a n d M r s . W i l 
l i a m W i l s o n on t h e i r F i f t i e t h W e d d i n g 
A n n i v e r s a r y O c t o b e r 1 1 . 

W i n s Prize A t Fair 

M r s . E . M . L a M o t t e , w e l l k n o w n 
Coast N e w C h u r c h w o m a n . was a w a r d e d 
a first, t h r e e second a n d one t h i r d p r i z e 
f o r her a r t i s t i c s e w i n g , a t the L a k e 
C o u n t y F a i r , L a k e p o r t , C a l i f . 

l ad ies , M r s . H o m a n M a t h i e u , M r s . 
A n n i e L o p e r , M r s . F l o r e n c e B o m m e r , 
M r s . G e o r g e B o m m e r . W h a t w o u l d w e 
have done w i t h o u t t h e m ! 

O u r chance l f u r n i t u r e w a s c rea ted 
b y H o m a n M a t h i e u . T h e o r g a n , w h i c h 
we are u s i n g t o d a y f o r the first t i m e , 
has been d o n a t e d to the c h u r c h b y the 
d a u g h t e r s o f C a p t a i n a n d M r s . A . W . 
H i g g i n s . in m e m o r y o f t h e i r be loved 
g r a n d m o t h e r . M r s . M a r t h a S t e w a r t . 
A l l o f these l a t t e r a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s have 
come to pass as a d i r e e t r e s u l t o f the 
h a r m o n y es tab l i shed in ou r c h u r c h home 
by the g u i d i n g h a n d o f Rev . a n d M r s . 
P e t e r P e t e r s . 

W e can n o w look f o r w a r d to the com
i n g y e a r w i t h the hope a n d p r a y e r t h a t 
equal p r o g r e s s w i l l he made. B e f o r e 
the onset o f co ld w e a t h e r Ave m u s t t u r n 
o u r a t t e n t i o n t o e n c l o s i n g the eaves, 
i n s t a l l a t i o n o f w e a t h e r - t i g h t doors a n d 
s e a l i n g the Avindows, as w e l l as o ther 
m i n o r t asks . I n a d d i t i o n , n o w t h a t we 
have c i t y w a t e r , we can look f o r w a r d 
to the i n s t a l l a t i o n o f ou r k i t c h e n e q u i p 
m e n t and s a n i t a r y f a c i l i t i e s . 

I t is also h o p e d t h a t the near f u t u r e 
w i l l see the c o m p l e t i o n o f the i n t e r i o r 
o f ou r c h u r c h , w i t h the i n s t a l l a t i o n o f 
a n a s p h a l t t i l e floor, c o m p l e t i o n o f the 
weodAvork, the c e i l i n g in t h e k i t c h e n , 
a n d p o s s i b l y some m o r e c o m f o r t a b l e 
s e a t i n g e q u i p m e n t . 

W i t h these goals in m i n d , w i t h the 
loAe o f G o d a n d n e i g h b o r i n ou r hear ts 
— u n d e r the capab le l e a d e r s h i p o f ou r 
p a s t o r , these t h i n g s can a n d w i l l be 
done. 

M o v i n g t o F lo r ida 

M r . a n d M r s . C h a r l e s D . W a t s o n , o f 

P i t m a n , N . J . , expec t to m a k e t h e i r 

home i n C l e a r w a t e r , F l a . , b e f o r e J a n 

u a r y 1. M r s . W a t s o n is Avell knoAvn i n 

the C h u r c h f o r her Avork w i t h the s igh t 

less, espec ia l l y i n p r e p a r i n g b r a i l l e 

m a n u s c r i p t o f S w e d e n b o r g ' s w r i t i n g s . 

F rom G r a d . t o L a b . 

M i s s L o i s K a l m h a e h e r , W i l m i n g t o n 
S o c i e t y , g r a d u a t e d Sep t . 23 f r o m the 
F r a n k l i n I n s t i t u t e o f A r t s a n d Sc i 
ences. P h i l a d e l p h i a , and has begun w o r k 
as a m e d i c a l t e c h n i c i a n a t W i l m i n g t o n 
G e n e r a l H o s p i t a l . 

I r aquan A t Boston 

A b d u l l a h R a c h m a n A l - H a b e e b , o f 
I r a q , was the speaker at B o s t o n ' s first 
T e a P a r t y o f the season O c t . 16. A 
s t u d e n t o f Economies a t H a r v a r d , he 
t o l d o f the customs a n d social d e v e l o p 
men ts o f his c o u n t r y , f o r m e r l y k n o w n 
as M e s o p o t a m i a , a n d t h o u g h t b y the 
u n c r i t i c a l to be the l o c a t i o n o f the 
G a r d e n o f E d e n . 
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New Church Worthies, XII 
This year marks the centenary of a 

stalwart of the Church, the Rev. G. 
Laurence A l l b u t t . He was a native of 
England, born on May 20, 1853, at 
Batley, Yorkshire. 

A t first, he was a member of the 
Church of England, hut as a young 
man he had read Swedenborg's "Heaven 
and H e l l , " finally becoming converted. 

M r . A l l b u t t graduated at Cambridge 
University taking the B.A. degree. He 
joined the New Jerusalem Church, be
coming one of its ministers on October 
20, 1880, according to his ordination 
certificate. 

His pastorates included Paisley, 
Scotland, 10 years; Toronto, Canada, 7 
years, and Balt imore, M d . , 4 years; 
also Balt imore Northwest Mission (21 
years) . 

I n Scotland M r . A l l b u t t engaged in 
newspaper debates on religious subjects. 
I n Toronto, he replied to Rev. T . 
De W i t t Talmage, great Presbyterian 
pulp i t orator, on the correctness of the 
New Church position, and showing 
some proper translations of Bible texts. 

A t Balt imore he served the congrega
tion on Calvert Street, later in 1900 he 
instituted wi th the aid of his f r iend , 
Win . McGeorge, J r . , the Baltimore 
Northwest Mission, becoming the pio
neer in this field, and often having large 
audiences to hear his sermons and 
lectures. 

Also, he formed the New Church 
Book Depot in the downtown section of 
the c i ty , sometimes selling numerous 
copies of "Heaven and H e l l " weekly. 

Frequently he wrote letters to be 
published in the press of Balt imore, in 
answer to questions from outsiders and 
others. 

M r . A l l b u t t was for a time a mem
ber of the two bodies (the Conference 
.ind Convention) but, upon naturaliza
t ion, connected himself wholeheartedly 
with Convention. 

He was part icular ly good in explain
ing correspondences, and brought this 
well into his sermons in exposition. 
Some of his addresses in p r i n t included 
the published spir i tual sense of the 
Prodigal Son, as also The Elder Son; 
besides: " B u i l d i n g the Strong M a n " 
and " S i n and Its Remedy"; a l l pub
lished. He preached sermons in a series 
on "Samson" that attracted much 
attention. 

This devoted New Churchman was 
often spoken of as: "Master of the 
English language" by other ministers, 
and wrote the editorial notes for T H E 
M E S S E N G E R , dur ing the presidency of 
Rev. Jul ian K. Smythe; expression and 
punctuation were his f or te ; besides he 

G . L A U R E N C E ALLBUTT 

could read L a t i n and Greek text and 
translate both into English. 

As a translator M r . A l l b u t t was ex
ceptional, often point ing out better con
struction from the New Church stand
point. Some of his translations were 
well placed, as for instance: Daniel 
3:25: . . . and the form of the fourth 
is like unto a son of the gods ( p l u r a l ) . 
[Edi tor ' s Note: This is the rendering 
preferred by both the American Revised 
and Revised Standard versions.] A g a i n : 
Isaiah 53 :5 : ( i n his own w o r d s ) — " T h e 
preposition ' for ' may bear the sense of 
'because o f thus: 'He was wounded 
because of our transgressions; He was 
bruised because of our iniquities. ' 

Often M r . A l l b u t t would point to the 
Greek text : " I n my Father's house are 
many abiding places." 

As a pioneer in the field, M r . A l l b u t t 
was much esteemed in the Balt imore 
area. He was a New Church minister 
for forty-one years. M a y the sp i r i t of 
the early receivers again pervade us, 
remembering the words of the L o r d : 
"Ye have not chosen me, but I have 
chosen you, and ordained you, that ye 
should go and br ing forth f r u i t , and that 
your f r u i t should remain . "—G. C. A . 

I n t e r - C h u r c h Luncheon 

The Greater Boston. Council of 
Churches held its Inter-Church Lunch
eon Oct. 4 in the vestry of the Boston 
church. The new church was repre
sented by speakers Rev. E d w i n G. 
Capon, Elmwood, Miss Josephine Hope 
and Edward C. Hinckley , president of 
the League. D r . Waldo C. Peebles, 
chairman of the Boston Society, pre
sided. 

F i f t i e th A n n i v e r s a r y 

M r . and M r s . Haro ld I . Small of the 
Brooklyn . X . Y . , Society celebrated 
their Golden Wedding Anniversary 
October 12 when many church friends 
and others extended their good wishes. 

C i n c i n n a t i O b s e r v e s B i r t hday 

O f J o h n n y A p p l e s e e d , Sep t . 27 

Among the more important com
memorations of the birthday of John 
Chapman, commonly called Johnny A p 
pleseed, the pioneer New Church mis
sionary, was the program held by the 
Cincinnati Society, where Miss Florence 
Murdoch is curator of one of the most 
important collections of Chapmanania 
i n the country. 

The Cincinnati Times Star featured 
Miss Sylvia K i n g , of the Society, in a 
picture and caption Sept. 26, presiding 
over a display from the collection. 

School Is F e a t u r e d 

Four pupils of the San Francisco So
ciety grouped about its pastor the Rev. 
Othmar Tobisch, features a prospectus 
entitled " F o r Every Chi ld — Faith in 
God" issued by the Department for 
Christian Education of the San Fran
cisco Council of Churches of which M r . 
Tobisch is a member. The Society's 
Sunday school is part ic ipat ing in the 
Council's program. 

C h i c a g o Lectures 

The Rev. E d w i n Gould Capon, 
teacher in Theology at the Theological 
School, Cambridge, minister at E l m -
wood, Mass., gave the first of the M a r y 
Barbour B la i r lectures, in the new 
season, Oct. 25 at the Swedenborg Phi 
losophical Centre, Chicago. 

C o n n e c t i c u t M e e t s 

The Connecticut Association held its 
annual meeting Oct. 13 at Center 
Church House, as usual. The Rev. 
W i l l i a m R. Woofenden, New York min
ister, conducted the service of worship 
and H o l y Communion. M r s . M a r t i n 
L v n n is secretary. 

S t u d y Class Star ts 

The Study and Discussion Group of 
the St. Louis Society is again meeting 
in its church l i b rary . I t s present topic 
is Swedenborg's "Doctr ine of L i f e . " 

Our Cover 
Our cover pictures the beautiful en

trance of the Los Angeles church and is 
the first of a series we hope to offer 
the next fexv months. This much ad
mired house of worship was designed by 
the architect David Ogilvia. It is in 
California mission style xvith open beam 
ceiling and tiled roof. The doorxvay re
flects the same form. The figure in the 
niche over the doorxvay is the xvork of 
the eminent sculptor Roger Noble 
Burnham. This entrance actually leads 
to a cloistered xvalk, the door to the 
sanctuary being just beyond. Framing 
the entrance are txvo beautiful cypress 
trees. 
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L E T T E R S T T H ° R E D I T O R 
A n A n s w e r ? 

To the E D I T O R : 

" W h a t Would You Have Answered?" 
in the Oct. 3 M E S S E N G E R aroused my 
interest. 

To the young lady who recited the 
tribulations of her father's ministry as 
an excuse for not supporting the church, 
I might have said: 

"Our church is not an organization 
of perfect people; there is no such i n 
st itution anywhere on earth. Our 
church is not a social club, and persons 
who know this are never hurt i f mem
bers don't rush up to them at every 
meeting and ask them to come again; 
and s t i l l less they are offended i f ac
tual ly they are cold-shouldered at the 
door. 

"One should attend church to wor
ship Christ , and to seek the fellowship 
of His believers. Religious motives 
must come first, and not the pleasantries 
of association wi th one's own 'crowd.' 

" O u r church is not intended to he en
tertaining, or a place of amusement. I t 
is not essential that our program be i n 
teresting, but rather that i t concentrate 
upon being inspirational and u p l i f t i n g . 

" O u r church actually is a company of 
people handed together in the name of 
Christ. I t offers human fellowship 
and divine companionship. I t s goal is 
lessons of service. I f you attend i t , i t 
is because you believe these th ings ; and 
i f you do, the misunderstandings w i l l 
not matter, because nothing could ever 
drive you from its doors. 

" F i n a l l y , j 'ours should be a special 
devotion f rom the very fact that your 
father, as a minister, had given his l i fe 
to the church's service, not to mention 
that the L o r d as well gave H i s l i f e for 
i t , and lives again in i t . " 

Far better that the troubled young 
lady had claimed to be an atheist, than 
plainly to reveal she was merely a 
backslider! 

( R E V . ) R O B E R T W. S H I E L D S 
First Congregational Church 

Alcester, S. D . 

C o n c o r d a n c e Errors 

To the E D I T O R : 
Much use of Potts ' Concordance has 

given me confidence that in quoting 
from i t I have a correct rendering of 
Swedenborg's L a t i n . I have found a 
few minor errors, but up to the present 
time only one which seems to deviate 
from the text of the Standard Edit ion 
of Swedenborg's wr i t ings . 

This is in Potts' quotation from 
Arcana Coelestia 5557 under the word 
"Speak" where he rather ungallantly 
inserts the word " female" in quoting 
a statement regarding certain "babbling 

sp i r i t s " relat ing to the membranes. 
But the original text (Spiritual Diary 

1726) from which this is derived says 
merely the "greatest p a r t " of them are 
women. Wc are privileged to think 
there are also male "babblers," and 
most of us know this f rom experience. 

Whi le not involving a l i tera l error, I 
would also add that Potts ' translation 
of fUittm bovis as "son of an ox" is un
fortunate since the domestic animals 
ordinari ly associated with the word ox 
can have no sons. The word "bul lock" 
would have been better in this connec
t ion. 

However, a much more serious error 
has come to my attention which i n 
volves cardinal philosophical implica
tions. Since Potts was reviser and 
translator of the Standard Edit ion of 
the writ ings and compiler, editor and 
translator of the Concordance an error 
of this k ind is unexpected and hardly 
excusable. This is in a quotation taken 
from the end of A. 385-1 and inserted 
under the word " E t e r n i t y . " I t is as 
fo l lows: 

"As the L o r d has foreseen from eter
n i ty what a man would be, and what 
he w i l l be to eternity, i t is evident that 
Providence is present i n the smallest 
things . " 

This seems to be as complete a state
ment of predestination as the most 
ardent Calvinist could desire, and I re
member that I once took part in a 
discussion based upon how absolute 
foreknowledge of this type could he rec
onciled wi th the freedom of the w i l l . 
I t was suggested that man might seem 
to himself to act in freedom, hut always 
happened to make choices that had been 
foreseen by Providence. 

Such an explanation sounded to me 
l ike a b i t of scholasticism belonging to 
an earlier date, but i f we had not t rus t 
ed the Concordance and had gone hack 
to Potts ' own revision of the Arcana 
we would have found that he had made 
an error of transference and that his 
or iginal was t h i s : 

"As the L o r d foresaw from eternity 
what would he man's qual i ty , and what 
i t would be to eternity , i t is evident 
that H i s providence is in the veriest 
singulars." " A n d , " the section con
tinues, "as before said [providence] 
governs and bends the man to such a 
qua l i ty ; and this by a continual mod
erating of his freedom." 

There is an earlier statement to the 
same effect in Arcana 1048, and here 
Potts of the Concordance has to be 
corrected again by Potts of the Arcana. 
I n the former we read: 

" T h e quality of a man . . . is at 
once known by the L o r d from eternity, 
and what he w i l l be to e tern i ty . " 
hut in the Arcana: 

"The quality of a man . . . is known 
at once; by the L o r d it is known from 
eternity , and what i t w i l l be to 
eterni ty . " 

Swedenborg was misrepresented and 
the philosophical sense obscured by the 
omission of the word " q u a l i t y " in the 
first quotation and the substitution of 
"he " for " i t " in the second. 

God knows what k ind of man He 
has to deal w i t h in each of us but does 
not know what moral choices we w i l l 
make and so "Providence . . . governs 
and bends man." 

S t i l l , i f the use of the preposition 
after " m a n " is correct, i t would seem 
to he implied that the " q u a l i t y " is good, 
and i f God knows that i t w i l l last " to 
e tern i ty" man's ultimate fate is placed 
in a rather favorable l ight , is i t n o t : 

J O H N R. S W A N T O N 
Xewtonvi l le , Mass. 

• 
J o i n i n g the N a t i o n a l C o u n c i l 

To the E D I T O R : 
I hope I am not too late to add a 

few thoughts to the already lengthy 
discussion in your columns regarding 
the action of Convention in approving 
last June an application for member
ship in the National Council of 
Churches. 

Are we making too great an issue of 
the matter as a whole? I do not under
stand that in unit ing wi th the Council 
we are endorsing its doctr inal teach
ings, nor of the teachings of any of its 
individual units. 

On the other hand, we need not ex
pect that the Council is going to en
dorse any of our beliefs. The leaders 
of that movement are prominent men 
and women in their own especial de
nominations: they are probably we l l -
established i n their own particular 
beliefs. 

Further , i t is hardly l ike ly that Coun
ci l members are going to make exten
sive and intensive studies of the " T r u e 
Christian Rel ig ion" should the name 
of our organization be added to the rol l 
of the Council. 

Nor can we imagine that the pres
ence of a lone representative from our 
group at one of the meetings of the 
Council, w i l l cause a r ipple in the 
proceedings. 

Experience has shown that our f r a 
ternal association wi th the activities of 
the older Churches, has done l i t t l e more 
than make them more tolerant towards 
us. There was a time when a New 
Churchman could not even j o i n the 
Y .M.C .A . — he was not considered 
"Evangel ica l . " 

Today, most of our ministers are d i 
rectly connected wi th the local Coun
cils of Churches. I was associated in 
Buffalo w i th the local Council, and took 

(Concluded on next page) 
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my t u r n at broadcasting religious talks. 
I n Chicago the Kenwood Society be

longed to the local Council : the net re-
suit was (as far as partic ipation in ac
tivities was concerned) that I attended 
a union service in the Univers i ty 
Chapel, and was called on to pronounce 
the Benediction. 

Also, I recall on several occasions 
voting for the minister of the largest 
Methodist, Presbyterian or Baptist 
Church in the d istr i c t , as president of 
the Council. Which , of course, is quite 
proper and i n order. 

The men prominent in these organiza
tions p r i m a r i l y are concerned wi th the 
success and progress of their own par 
t icular churches. They do not meet 
to discuss the respective doctrinal be
liefs of the other bodies. They meet to 
carry on, as a united group, useful com
munity work. 

What we have to guard against i n 
taking action such as that voted by 
Convention at its last meeting, is the 
danger of weakening our own vision, 
and part i cu lar ly the understanding of 
our young people, i n the distinctiveness 
of our teachings and i n the importance 
of our mission as the visible expression 
of the Lord 's New Church. 

Through Swedenborg's wr i t ings , we 
have something to contribute to Chris
t ian th ink ing which can be found no
where else in the wor ld . 

I am i n favor of the action taken by 
Convention, but I would oppose wi th 
al l the power I possess, anything that 
minimizes our recognition of the dis
tinctiveness of New Church teaching, 
or weakens our determination to pro 
claim that teaching to the wor ld . 

W I L L I A M H . B E A L E S 
Detro i t , M i c h . 

• 
A n I m p o r t a n t Q u e s t i o n 

To the E D I T O R : 

The Rev. L l o y d H . Edmiston's le t 
ter i n T H E M E S S E N G E R Aug. 8 again 
raises the question whether the spir 
i tual sense resides i n the Hebrew let 
ters or i n " the sense of the letter of 
the W o r d . " 

I do not agree that the whole a t t i 
tude of the revisers for the new Version 
of the Bible can he judged by the trans
lation of a passage i n Isaiah ( 7 : 1 4 ) . 
The translation of an ancient language 
into the words of a modern language is 
difficult and should not he swayed by 
theological considerations. 

I n the Hebrew Scriptures, I under
stand, are many words that have two 
possible renderings into Engl ish and 
further the text of the Hebrew prophet
ical writ ings is often very broken. 

Because of this i t is not always pos
sible to give an accurate idea of what 

the wr i ter had in mind. See Isaiah 9. 
Swedenborg refers to the broken text 
of the prophets, Arcana Coelestia 1871, 
1894, but says the spir i tual sense is 
there. 

O f much more importance from a 
practical standpoint for the New 
Church reader is the question whether 
the spir i tual sense is lodged in the form 
of the Hebrew letters and words, or i f 
i t is i n the images created i n the mind 
hv the words: i.e., the rhetorical sense. 

I th ink i t is in both, but is p r i m a r i l y 
lodged in the "sense of the letter of 
the W o r d " as i t is read i n the many 
different translations of today. I f the 
spir i tual sense was available only to 
those who knew Hebrew this wor ld 
would he a sorry place for the New 
Church to make any progress i n . I t is 
better for a man to have some idea of 
the l i tera l sense in every case than none 
at a l l . 

The idea of the whole Church read
ing the Arcana together was started 
more than t h i r t y years ago by one of 
our "Mother Robins," M a r y Adams, of 
E l g i n , 111. As leader of the Round 
Robin Groups in the National All iance, 
she wrote to a l l our ministers suggest
ing such a unified effort. I know that 
the late Rev. John Whitehead, Cam
bridge, Mass., became deeply interested 
and that finally the Arcana Class he 
conducted consisted of over twelve hun
dred members, in 1922, reading to
gether in this country and in England, 
B e r l i n , Vienna, Lausanne and even i n 
the Phil ippines. 

Now I feel strongly that these two 
angels, and so many others, are carry
ing i t on with New Church people who 
have entered the spir i tual wor ld and 
that its influx is pervading the very air 
we breathe. 

Since the new class started in Sep
tember, very largely among the isolated 
"robins , " I feel new l i f e in the air . The 
long summer's drought is broken and 
there is a freshness in the atmosphere, 
for after a l l the spir i tual wor ld is the 
wor ld of causes. 

So many " rob ins" have jo ined that 
wc are reaching for seventy, and yet 
the class as I wr i te is only eleven days 
old. I have a sense that spring has 
forgotten that i t is autumn, and the 
robins are singing again. Every spring 
morning here in West V i rg in ia the 
robin chorus is the background and con-
tainant, you might say, of lovely b i r d -
music from a l l kinds. 

There are 172 isolated robins i n 21 
groups, according to Mother Robin 
Anita's report to the National Alliance 
at Convention, and these are j o i n i n g 

The natural or l i tera l sense is mostly 
in story f o rm, and these stories or pic
tures in the mind create certain ideas 
as the person reads along. As these 
images or ideas have a certain continu
i t y peculiar to the Bible alone, the 
angels look for these ideas, and the 
spir i tual sense flows into this continuity 
of ideas according to the comprehen
sion and the state of the individual . 

I t is therefore better to have a clear 
picture of the general story and the 
sequence of events than a confused one 
or none at a l l f rom the Hebrew. Later 
the person who is interested and led 
by the L o r d w i l l seek out and come to 
understand some of the details f rom the 
Hebrew language. 

But to put emphasis on the Hebrew 
language first and the sense of the let 
ter second is a mistake. 

A L L E N T . C O O K 
Green Mountain Fal l s , Colo. 

her new class i n groups. Nos. 14, 3 and 
23 have jo ined, to a robin , and the 
others as they hear about i t in the course 
of their flights. 

We should look for signs and won
ders in a New Age, and when we think 
of the power and wisdom of the angels 
that our feeble efforts to understand 
the Word br ing around us, robins t u r n 
ing autumn into spring by their morn
ing singing seems one of the blessed 
phenomena that we might expect. 

The Doles have room in the revived 
Arcana Class for twenty- four hundred 
members, and the Swedenborg Founda
t i on , 51 E. 42nd St., New Y o r k C i ty , 
is furnishing volume one, Standard E d i 
t ion , of the Arcana, postpaid, for t h i r t y 
cents to members of the class. The 
Rev. Louis A . Dole is w r i t i n g the Swe
denhorg Student page in T H E M E S S E N 
G E R , under the auspices of the Foun
dation, for classes I and I I , and M r s . 
Dole our "Mother Rob in" is in charge 
of the beginning class I I I . She sends 
out mimeographed notes, helps and 
schedules each month. 

Twelve hundred means a l l , and we 
know that i f we double the number, the 
meaning remains the same. We are a l l 
free to learn the heavenly secrets our 
doctrines reveal i n the W o r d . I f we 
become brave enough to go out we w i l l 
be guided and guarded while gathering 
some of them each day and, according 
to our eating, be taught ourselves and 
teach the hungry wor ld the things that 
belong to our peace. 

Address requests for membership and 
the books to Serena K. Dandridge, 
Shepherdstown, W. Va. , and send ques
tions about the studies to the Rev. and 
M r s . Louis A . Dole, 887 Midd le St., 
B a t h , Maine. 

NATIONAL ARCANA CLASS IS REVIVED 
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Amos The Brave Shepherd 

I N T H E L A N D O F I S R A E L , many, many, 
years ago, there l ived a very brave and 
good man called Amos. He was a shep
herd and l ived on a barren mountain
side about five miles south of the city 
of Bethlehem. 

Much of the year i t was dry and 
dusty and he would take his sheep out 
to pasture. Sometimes he would walk 
with them many miles to find the cool
est watering hole, where the smallest 
of the lambs could bend down and get 
a dr ink . When he saw that a l l of them 
had been to the water hole and had 
found some grass to nibble, Amos would 
go to tend his fig trees. 

He worked long and hard and had 
many hours at night under the stars 
when he would work wi th his hands to 
build new pens for the sheep and to 
keep them safe from the w i l d animals 
that roved the mountainside. Then 
when s i t t ing down to rest, he would 
thank the great Jehovah for his many 
blessings. 

He d id not sit down and think to 
himself how unfortunate i t was that he 
had to work so hard and that he had 
so l i t t l e money. He was grateful for 
his good health and the privilege to 
worship God, and not idols, as d id so 
many of the people in those days. 

I t was now the time of the year for 
Amos to take his ripe figs into the city 
to sell them. I t was a journey to 
which he looked forward , so he made 
his preparations and left early in the 
morning before the sun shone, and made 
his way down the mountainside wi th his 
baskets of r ipe figs securely fastened 
on the l i t t l e donkey's back. 

As the prophet traveled along, he 
thought of a l l the things he would do 
when he got to the city . He wanted to 
see the bazaars of the many merchants, 
filled w i th the good things to eat and 
also the materials for mantles as he 
needed one very much before the cold 
weather came. 

Now the sun was gett ing high in the 
sky. so Amos and his f a i t h f u l l i t t l e 
donkey found a cool place to stop. I t 
was on the br im of a h i l l overlooking 
the beautiful c ity . He could see the 
men who l ived there walk ing about the 
streets in their rich brocaded robes, and 
wi th their many jewels, sparkl ing like 
the heavens on a clear cool night . 

The women, too, wore g l i t t e r ing 
jewels and their silks and satins were 
heavily embroidered in gold and silver 
threads. The houses were magnificent 
wi th their many courtyards, gardens 
and beautiful furnishings. As Amos 

Lydia McNeeley 

looked down on the c i ty , i t was l ike a 
very colorful pageant spread before his 
eyes. 

Af ter the shepherd-prophet and don
key had rested, they started down the 
h i l l toward the city . Amos had thought 
many, many times of how the people of 
Israel had turned away from their God 
to worship idols; how they had been 
taken prisoners and lost their money, 
fine homes and even their own lives, 
jus t so they could have mere wealth. 

There had been several prophets who 
had warned them about this in the past. 
Some of the people had listened, others 
had defied the prophets. Now here was 
this generation doing the same t h i n g 
their fathers had done. Amos had 
never thought of himself as a prophet, 
but the more he thought of these people 
who were getting farther away from 
God's laws and br inging hunger, disease 
and great distress into their own lives, 
the more he fe l t i n his own heart that 
he would he doing the wrong thing i f he 
did not t ry to warn the people to 
change their ways and go hack to wor
shipping God. 

He saw that instead of thanking God 
for their wealth, and their many bless
ings, they were careless about keeping 
His laws. He decided to go to the 
rulers of Israel and tel l them that the 
people were not keeping the laws of 
God. 

I t took great courage for a shepherd 
to do this , hut Amos was a brave man 
and prayed for guidance and help as he 
trudged along to the city . 

Enter ing the gates he saw how badly 
the people were behaving; quarrel ing 
over money and possessions, and wor
shipping their many idols. Instead of 
the temple being filled with people with 
grateful hearts, they were disobeying 
the laws of God. 

But Amos felt the courage that r ight 
eousness brings and he went straight to 
the house of the ruler of the city and 
asked for an audience. 

When the ruler heard that a ragged 
shepherd desired to speak with h im, he 
was angry and wanted to throw the 
prophet in prison. But then, he 
thought, perhaps this man d id have a 
message of some sort, so he decided to 
see him. 

Amos then in his simple direct way-
told how the people were forgett ing the 
laws of God and that they would a l l be 
punished for their wrongdoing. A t 
this , the ruler was more angry with 
the intruder than ever for daring to ac

cuse him and the other chief men of 
Israel of disobeying the laws of God. 
He ordered him out of the court and 
told him they d id not need his advice 
and that he could go back to his hi l ls . 

The prophet d id not let this disturb 
h i m ; he went on to other cities and tr ied 
to tel l the people in them to repent of 
their wrongdoing and t u r n hack .0 
Jehovah. 

Amos is like that part of us that we 
call our conscience. When we disobey 
and do something that we know is 
wrong, our conscience tells us that we 
w i l l get into trouble. I f we are wise, 
we w i l l listen to our conscience and 
obey this prophet in us who is t r y i n g 
to guide us to do r ight . 

N e w A d u l t Class 

The newly formed A d u l t Bible Class 
of the Orange, N . J . , Society began its 
session Oct. 4. I t w i l l be led by John 
Jennings, a New Church student of 
long experience. Matthew is to be 
studied in the l ight of correspondences 
and actual history. 

F r y e b u r g Renovat ions 

Not only have Fryeburg , Me., mem
bers renovated its parish hall in the 
village, but the parsonage has come in 
for some beautifying, and in addit ion, 
through the M u l f o r d Fund , a new f u r 
nace soon is to he installed in the 
church. 

Por t land , O r e . , P r o g r a m 

Continuing its revived program of 
community service and general church 
activities since the arr ival of the Rev. 
and M r s . Calvin Tur l ey , the Port land, 
Ore., Society has announced a dinner 
and sale sponsored by its women's group 
for Dec. 2. M r s . Mar ian M i l l e r is in 
charge. 

C o n t i n u e s M o v i e N i g h t 

W i t h the proceeds of the affair to 
assist in purchasing Church school ma
ter ia l , Kitchener held another of its 
popular "Movie N i g h t " programs Oct. 
16, when Disney's "God's H a l f Acre , " 
a close-up of the animal and plant 
wor ld , was shown. 

S t u d y i n g " D o c t r i n e o f Uses" 

New York's Discussion Group is tak 
ing the compilation the "Doctr ine of 
Uses" as its study theme this season. 
Meetings are held, as announced, M o n 
days in the L i b r a r y . 

Sunday School A c t i v e 

An encouraging sign at the E l Cer-
rito Society is added activity in its Sun
day school. There are kindergarten, 
nursery, and grades 1 to 6. El inor 
Tur ley is superintendent, assisted by 
an able staff. 
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California 
Assoc iat ion 

(Supplementary MESSENGER Report Sept. 19) 

T h e 45th A n n u a l Meet ing of the C a l 
i fornia Associat ion w a s held i n the L o s 
Angeles c h u r c h S e p t . 3-6, the C o u n c i l 
of M i n i s t e r s holding its meetings i n the 
p a r i s h house T h u r s d a y . T w o sessions 
were held by the board of directors , one 
at the home of the t r e a s u r e r , J o h n E . 
Q u e r m a n , i n P a s a d e n a , and one i n the 
church p a r l o r s , to p r e p a r e reports . 

F i f t y - f o u r delegates a n d eight m i n 
isters enrol led . T h i s is about the l a r g 
est representation so far as we know. 

F r o m P o r t l a n d , O r e . , h a d come the 
R e v . C a l v i n T u r l e y , and three members , 
to be seated for the first time as new 
member-society delegates. 

T h e treasurer w a s pleased to report 
a n act ive account, with cash of $2,162 
i n the h a n k , U . S . bonds totaling 
$2 ,000, and about $8 ,300 i n B u i l d i n g 
and L o a n certificates. T h e G e n e r a l 
F u n d h a d $ 4 1 2 , the Oneonta F u n d 
$1,290 and the M i s s i o n a r y F u n d $454 
in the total cash account. 

I t w a s voted to sponsor the atten
dance of R e v . T h o m a s R e e d of H e m e t , 
at the T h e o l o g i c a l School , beginning 
i n the F a l l of 1954, and to use as m a y 
be expedient the M i s s i o n a r y F u n d for 
this purpose . H o w e v e r , it i s s trongly 
suggested that indiv iduals , a u x i l i a r y 
bodies a n d societies contribute to this 
scholarship . 

I t was voted to assign $600 to the 
Oneonta C a m p Committee to complete 
the m a s o n r y storage house now being 
built on the R a n c h . T h i s is to house 
camp equipment, e lectr ic p u m p , and the 
w e l l . 

I t was also voted to ass ign $100 to 
the C u r r i c u l u m Committee to continue 
producing a weekly T e a c h e r s M a n u a l 
on the J u n i o r L e v e l , adaptable to P r i 
m a r y and S e n i o r as w e l l . 

A number of committees had to be 
appointed , the Oneonta R a n c h C o m m i t 
tee. R e v . T o b i s c h c h a i r m a n , with R e v . 
T u r l e y , M r . S h i e l d s and as advisory 
member D r . P e r r y ; the C u r r i c u l u m 
Committee w i t h R e v . T o b i s c h as c h a i r 
m a n and M r s . E l d o n S m i t h of S a n 
D i e g o , as w e l l as R e v . Y o u n g a n d M r s . 
A l i c e V a n B o v e n . 

T h e Cosumnes C a m p Committee con
sists of G e r a l d M a t t h e w s of S a c r a 
mento, as c h a i r m a n , M r . S h i e l d s , O . 
T o b i s c h and J o e L o z a n o as members . 

T h e S p l i t M o u n t a i n A d v i s o r y B o a r d 
now is composed as fo l lows : M r s . R o b 
ert Y o u n g , S . D . , c h a i r m a n , M r s . W a l 
lace D i b b , S . D . , I r v i n M c C a l l u m , 
L . A . , M i s s M a r y Sehel lenberg , L . A . , 
D r . E . P . P e r r y , " E . C , W a l t e r K r a n t z , 
E . C , as members. 

T h e Oneonta C a m p B o a r d has six 

members : A l Se ibert , E . C , M r s . E m i l y 
B a t e m a n , E . C , M r s . C o n r a d M i l l e r , 
E . C , M r s . R i c h a r d P a r s o n s , S . F . , 
Ronnie S c h n a b l , E . C , M r s . W a l t e r 
K r a n t z , E . C . 

T h e F i n a n c e Committee is established 
by the Associat ion treasurer as c h a i r 
m a n , and the treasurers of the societies 
and par ishes as members. L a s t l y , the 
S o c i a l C o n c e r n s Committee has R e v . A . 
Diaconoff as c h a i r m a n . 

F r i d a y evening the panel discussion 
on the Associat ion theme " H o w C a n the 
C h u r c h R e - u n i t e M a n k i n d " brought i n 
terest ing views a n d terminated only 
too soon. A P r e p a r a t i o n S e r v i c e was 
conducted by the R e v . O w e n T u r l e y in 
the s a n c t u a r y . 

S a t u r d a y , the final session of the 
meeting was held , fol lowed by the State 
A l l i a n c e meeting and luncheon. 

T h e meeting voted to j o i n the N o r t h 
e r n C a l i f o r n i a and N e v a d a C o u n c i l of 
C h u r c h e s , the Southern C a l i f o r n i a 
C o u n c i l as w e l l as the State C h u r c h 
C o m i t y B o a r d . I t upheld the action of 
the board of directors to request G e n 
era l Convent ion to c l a r i f y the bequest 
of B a r t o and E w e r of $10 ,000 for the 
establishment of a n O l d People ' s H o m e . 
I t took cognizance of the purchase of 
property on the Cosumnes R i v e r for 
c a m p i n g . I t heard w i t h pleasure the 
reports of the societies and auxi l iar ies 
w h i c h presented a l ive a n d active p i c 
ture . 

T h e miss ionary board is p l a n n i n g to 
make further s u r v e y s of the needs a n d 
possibil it ies of support ing N e w C h u r c h 
groups i n C a l i f o r n i a a n d Oregon . 
Both camps were v e r y successful and 
are looking f o r w a r d to next y e a r ' s 
sessions. 

A delightful outing to " F o r e s t L a w n " 
to see the great picture of the C r u c i 
fixion b y J a n S t y k a , and the p l a n e t a r 
ium lecture on a tr ip to the moon, was 
followed by a c h i c k e n barbecue i n the 
y a r d of the c h u r c h . T h e evening w a s 
filled out b y s inging camp and folk 
songs and d a n c i n g to a one-woman 
b a n d , a n accordion p l a y e r . 

M r s . D o r o t h y H a v e n gave a d r a 
matic monologue, p o r t r a y i n g the tragic 
fate of T a m s o n Dormer , of the famous 
D o n n e r P a r t y , w i n t e r i n g in the S i e r r a , 
who chose to s tay by her husband to 
the fatal end, rather than accompany 
her c h i l d r e n to safety i n C a l i f o r n i a . 

T h e S u n d a y Associat ion service w a s 
conducted by the host pastor , the R e v . 
A n d r e Diaconoff , the p r e a c h e r be ing 
the P r e s i d e n t of the G e n e r a l C o n v e n 
tion, the R e v . F r a n k l i n H . B l a c k m e r of 
C a m b r i d g e , M a s s . Communion was a d 
ministered b y h i m , assisted by the new 
Associat ion president , the R e v . J o h n 
L . B o r e r of R i v e r s i d e , a n d the G e n e r a l 
P a s t o r of the Assoc iat ion , the R e v . 

R o b e r t L . Y o u n g of S a n D i e g o , with 
the ministers of the societies in S a n 
F r a n c i s c o a n d P o r t l a n d , O r e . 

I n the morning , a Conference i n 
C h r i s t i a n E d u c a t i o n had been held in 
the p a r i s h house, b y M r . T o b i s c h , and 
i n the afternoon a l l j o u r n e y e d to the 
W a y f a r e r s ' C h a p e l at P a l o s V e r d e s , for 
a vesper service conducted b y the m i n 
ister there , R e v . K e n n e t h W . K n o x . 
M r s . F . F . Sehel lenberg , the originator 
of the C h a p e l , invited a l l — a n d that 
meant n e a r l y one h u n d r e d p e r s o n s — t o 
her home for refreshments a n d a final 
meditation by M r . T o b i s c h on the 
" P r e s e n c e of the L o r d . " 

So came to a n end the f u l l a n d sat
i s f y i n g d a y s at L o s Angeles . C a r s be
gan to leave for the home cit ies , to 
P o r t l a n d , S a n F r a n c i s c o , L o s Angeles , 
T e m p l e C i t y , R i v e r s i d e , S a n D i e g o , to 
begin a g a i n another y e a r of work in the 
L o r d ' s V i n e y a r d . 

T h e invitat ion of the S a n D i e g o S o 
ciety to meet there next L a b o r D a y 
weekend was h e a r t i l y accepted. 

Wayfarers' Chape! Thronged 
R e p o r t i n g to its board of managers , 

of which K e l v i n C . V a n d e r l i p is c h a i r 
m a n , the W a y f a r e r s ' C h a p e l is shown 
to have had an estimated number of 
65,000 visitors d u r i n g A u g u s t , and a p 
proximate ly 41,000 in September . A t 
the two services he ld each S u n d a y there 
has been insufficient seats , the atten
dance a v e r a g i n g n e a r l y 200. T w e n t y -
one weddings were solemnized by the 
minister i n charge , the R e v . K e n n e t h 
W . K n o x . 

M i c h i g a n A s s o c i a t i o n M e e t s 

C o n c u r r e n t l y with the a n n u a l meeting 
of the M i c h i g a n Associat ion in the 
afternoon O c t . 17, the D e t r o i t Society 
met i n the e v n i n g for its a n n u a l business 
session. T h e R e v . W i l l i a m H . B e a l e s , 
pres ident of the Associat ion , preached 
on " W e W i l l S e r v e the L o r d . " V i n c e n t 
H . B e r g m a n is president of the Society , 
and D e l m a r A n d e r s o n , secretary . 

H o m e C o m i n g Sunday 

October 11 was H o m e C o m i n g S u n 
day at the L a k e w o o d . O . , c h u r c h , and 
fol lowing the m o r n i n g worship dinner 
was served i n the p a r i s h h a l l . T h e 
p r o g r a m was in charge of M r s . W i l l i a m 
A r m s t r o n g with the assistance of 
leaders of the various c h u r c h a u x i l i a r y 
bodies. 

M e m b e r s M e e t i n g H e l d 

P h i l a d e l p h i a held its F a l l meeting 
O c t . 26 in its par ish house when follow
i n g its business agenda after supper 
served by the L a d i e s ' A i d , colored mov
ing pictures of the W a y f a r e r s ' C h a p e l , 
memorial to S w e d e n h o r g , at Palos 
V e r d e s , C a l i f . , were shown. 
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Births, Baptisms, Marriages, Memorials 

h\ iH*mitriam 
F R A N T Z . — C . I I . Frantz , of the Lake-

wood Society, passed away unexpect
edly September 30. The resurrection 
service was held on the fo l lowing Sat
urday at Saxton's Funeral Home, con
ducted by the Rev. A lber t Diephuis, the 
interment being in Lakewood Cemetery. 
M r s . Frantz ' many friends in the con
gregation sympathize wi th her in her 
loss, and w i l l be happy to know that 
her son, Ernest, is shortly to be re
leased from the Forces permanently. 
H e w i l l then re jo in his mother in Lake-
wood for a time. He w i l l he br inging 
his wife and l i t t l e daughter wi th him. 

• 

A L B R I G H T . — M r s . Edward A lbr ight 
( M a r y N . Stevenson) was born in 
Glendale, December 3, 1879. She lived 
in this town most of her l i fe and was 
a l i felong and f a i t h f u l member of the 
New Church. She passed away after 
a brief illness J u l y 9 and resurrection 
services for her were held by her pastor. 
She is survived by her husband and by 
a son. M r s . A l b r i g h t was a lovable 
personality about whom i t can t r u t h 
fu l l y be said that none named her "but 
to praise." H e r friends and neighbors 
w i l l miss her. 

H A Y E S . — M r s . Charles S. Hayes 
(Florence Wayne) of Dayton , Ohio, 
passed away in J u l y . M r s . Hayes came 
of the distinguished Wayne fami ly , 
which included the famous Revolution
ary W a r general, Anthony Wayne. She 

was a gi fted woman, highly esteemed by 
al l who knew her. Her kindness, and 
her spir i tual outlook in a l l things were 
often noted by her numerous friends. 
Although lat ter ly not l iv ing in Cincin
nati we were proud to consider her one 
of our f a i t h f u l members. 

• 
G L A S E R . — C h a r l e s H . Glaser, born in 

Glendale. November 7, 1892, passed to 
the higher l i fe September 24, and res
urrection services for him were held by 
the Rev. B j o r n Johannson. He is sur
vived by his wi fe , a daughter, two 
brothers and his mother. M r . Glaser 
was a k ind ly soul, bearing his long i l l 
ness without complaining. H e was a 
lover of the outdoors and was well 
known as a hunter. Throughout his l i fe 
he was a useful citizen of the com
munity . A t his resurrection services 
the minister read, as requested by some 
of his friends, the last verse of B r y 
ant's famous Thanatopsis beginning 
with the l ine : "So live that when thy 
summons comes to j o i n . . . . " 

• 
M E R R Y W E A T I I E R . — M a r y Bell M e r r y -

weather passed away September 29, and 
her ashes were brought to Cincinnati , 
her childhood home, for the resurrec
tion service October 5. Miss M e r r y -
weather was born of a well known New 
Church family in Cincinnati . She at
tended church and Sunday school there. 
Later , she moved to Cleveland where 
she resided for some time. Then she 
went abroad and lived there many 
years, the greater number of them in 
Paris, which she came to love. The last 
few years of her l i fe were spent in New 
York. Miss Merryweather was an 
ardent lover of nature and a consider
able part of her early l i fe was devoted 
to horticulture. She was a gi fted per
son, k ind ly in sp i r i t and is remembered 
with affection by her friends. She is 
survived by a brother, Walter , a nephew 
and two nieces. 

BAPTIZED 

K O P P , T H O M A S . — W i l l i a m H a r r y and 
Al l en , sons of M r . and M r s . H a r r y 
K o p p ; Susan M a r i a , daughter of M r . 
and Mrs . H . Reynolds Thomas, a l l of 
the Wi lmington Society, were baptized 
in the church there October 4, by the 
Rev. Ernest M a r t i n . 

• 
K L A S S E N . — J a m e s Elwood, in fant son 

of M r . and M r s . E d w i n E. Klassen of 
the Nor th Batt le ford , Sask., Society, 
was baptized at the home of M r . and 
Mrs . J . L . Sonmor, N o r t h Bat t l e -
ford , October 4, by the Rev. Henry 
Reddekopp. 

M A R R I E D 

W E B B - H A R M S . — Jacqueline Harms, 
daughter of M r s . and the late M r . Peter 
Harms of the Vancouver Society, be
came the wife September 5 of Richard 
Henry Webb, the ceremony taking place 
at the home of M r . and M r s . Sidney 
Webb, of Maney, parents of the groom. 
The Rev. John E. Zaeharias united the 
happy couple, a reception fol lowing. 

• 
B E A M I S H - J A N Z E N . — Una Audrey 

Janzen, daughter of M r s . Agnes Jan
zen, Vancouver, and James E a r l Beam
ish. Star C i ty , Sask., were united in 
marriage August 21 i n the church of 
the Vancouver, B. O , Society. The 
Rev. John E. Zaeharias, uncle of the 
bride, officiated. A f t e r the reception at 
the home of M r s . Annie Zaeharias, M r . 
and M r s . Beamish left for their future 
home in Star City , Saskatchewan. 

BIRTHS 

K E A R N S . — V i r g i n i a Alice was born to 
M r . and M r s . A l v i n Kearns (Florence 
Swartz) of the Wi lmington Society 
Sept. 17 at San Luis Obispo, Calif . 
Mrs . Ralph Swartz is the maternal 
grandmother. 

• 
S W I F T . — James, 11 lbs. 6 oz., was 

born to M r . and M r s . Frank Swi f t A u 
gust 1 at Narco, Cal i f . They are 
members at E l Cerrito. • 

C A L D W E L L . — M r . and M r s . Joseph B. 
Caldwell announce the b i r th of Joanna 
Marie , August 14. M r . Caldwell is a 
student at the Theological School. 

• 
T H A Y E R . — W o r d to fellow members 

in the Boston Society from M r . and 
M r s . W i l l i a m L . Thayer inform them 
of the bir th September 6 of a son, Peter 
Leroy. The Thayers now reside at 
Grand Prair ie , Tex. 

• 
R I L E Y . — Robert Ronald who was 

born June 2 to M r . and M r s . Ronald 
(Barbara Denton) Riley of the Orange 
Society was baptized in the church 
there October 11 by its acting minister 
Lay Leader H a r o l d B . Larsen. The 
maternal grandparents are M r . and 
M r s . Percy H . Denton. M r . Denton is 
president of the society. 

• 
S E E K A M P . — M r . and M r s . John 

Richard Seekamp of the Brook lyn So
ciety have a new daughter, Kerry -Jo . 

• 
R A N K I N . — B o r n , a son Charles Sam

uel to M r . and M r s . Herbert Rankin of 
the Fryeburg , Me., Society. 

C O N F I R M E D 

Z E H N E R . — Thomas Zehner was con
firmed into the New Church at Pi t ts 
burgh, Pa., September 20, by the Rev. 
Leon C. Le Van, his pastor. 

Old Gems In New 
And Attractive Settings 

Two W i d e l y Read Books O f 
The C h u r c h A g a i n A v a i l a b l e 

T H E B I B L E L O S T A N D F O U N D 
J O H N B I G E L O W 

C o m p l e t e l y r e v i s e d a n d edited 

Blue C l o t h — $ 1 . 0 0 

T H E I N V I S I B L E P O L I C E 
LOUIS P E N D L E T O N 

N e w Ed i t ion in g r e y c lo th — $1 .25 

C e r t i f i c a t e s 
B A P T I S M 1 5 / 

Son and Daughter 
C O N F I R M A T I O N . . . . 1 5 / 
M A R R I A G E (Plain Cover) . 3 5 / 
M A R R I A G E (Silk Moire) . $1 .25 

Both the longer service 

T H E N E W - C H U R C H PRESS 
108 Clark Street Brooklyn 2, N . Y . 
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Ihz &mbmb$x% §>titifent 
C O N D U C T E D BY T H E REV. L O U I S A . D O L E FOR THE S W E D E N B O R G F O U N D A T I O N 

I n this month's reading M a r a h , E l i m , 
and the g iv ing of the m a n n a represent 
early steps in our s p i r i t u a l j o u r n e y , and 
to eternity our development is such a 
progress , step by step. 

A s soon as we make a resolve, we 
come into combat w i t h the evils that 
war against i t . T h i s the wi lderness of 
S h u r represents . T h e truth we have 
learned must be made our own b y a p 
pl ication to l i fe , and the hitter waters 
of M a r a h picture the fact that t ruth a p 
pears bitter when appl icat ion to l i fe is 
cal led for. 

T h e w o r d M a r a h means " b i t t e r . " 
T r u t h is not a l w a y s what we should 
l ike i t to he. O f t e n i t points out our 
evils and seems condemnatory. B u t 
there is a w a y in w h i c h it m a y become 
sweet. T h e truth is bitter only when 
we do not w a n t to obey i t , a n d when 
we put into our obedience the desire to 
be of use, which is represented by the 
word , the truth is made pleasant to us . 

A f t e r this experience the people came 
to E l i m w h e r e they found the twelve 
wel ls of water a n d seventy p a l m trees . 
W e have our M a r a h s and we have our 
E l i m s . A f t e r every temptation over
come there is rest and refreshment , 
rest i n the shadow of the L o r d and a 
sense of abundant t r u t h , s trengthening 
us for further progress . A n d they were 
told that i f they would hearken to the 
L o r d ' s commandments and keep H i s 
statutes, H e would keep them from a l l 
disease and affliction. E v e r y victory, 
over evi l br ings this assurance . 

B u t they could not s tay at E l i m . 
T h e y went on into the wi lderness and 
present ly there w a s a famine of bread 
and meat, and the people were murraer -
ing against Moses. T h e n the L o r d 
gave them the quails and the m a n n a 
from heaven. T h e m a n n a was given 
every week d a y for the forty y e a r s i n 
the w i l d e r n e s s , and they were to gather 
it every d a y , each m a n according to his 
d a i l y needs. 

Note here Swedenborg 's t rans lat ion 
of verse 4, which is a l i t e r a l render ing 
of the H e b r e w : " T h e y shal l gather the 
word of a day i n its d a y . " C o m p a r e 
this w i t h the L o r d ' s P r a y e r , " G i v e us 
this day our d a i l y b r e a d . " T h e l a w is 
that we should go to the W o r d dai ly for 
the bread of l i fe . H e is the bread of 
l i fe , which the manna represents . W e 
can do j u s t so much n a t u r a l work i n a 
day , and so it is with s p i r i t u a l work . 
W e need strength for each d a y as i t 
comes. W e cannot store up a n y excess 
of goodness for future use either for 
ourselves or to give to others. 

N o t e s 
83-56. Note that only those who a r e 

in the good of l i fe love the truths of 
fai th . T o them truth is del ightful a n d 
sweet. 

8364. R e a d c a r e f u l l y this important 
statement concerning the nature a n d 
origin of disease. 

Readings f o r D e c e m b e r 

December 1 - 7 8465 — 8487 
8 - 14 8468 — 8520 

15 - 21 8521 — 8533 
22 - 31 8534 — 8585 

A r c a n a Class II — N o v e m b e r , 1953 

V o l . IV, 3307 - 3 3 7 6 

T h e reading for this month is con
cerned with the story of E s a u a n d 
J a c o b . I t is one of the m a n y cases i n 
the W o r d i n w h i c h the s p i r i t u a l m e a n 
i n g seems remote from a n d very differ
ent from the l i t e r a l meaning . I n the 
letter it is a story of deception and its 
a p p a r e n t success. J a c o b b y intrigue 
gets the b ir thr ight of E s a u , the first-
horn . T h e words " s e l l i n g one's b i r t h 
right for a mess of pot tage " have 
become a common s a y i n g w i t h a conno
tation of contempt. 

B u t i n the s p i r i t u a l sense the story 
takes on a n altogether different aspect . 
I t is recorded that I s a a c loved E s a u 
and that R e b e k a h loved J a c o b . T h i s 
expresses the s p i r i t u a l l a w that the af
fection for good loves good a n d that the 
affection for truth loves t ruth . I n last 
month's reading we noted the actual 
p r i o r i t y of good over t r u t h , or of 
c h a r i t y over fa i th . B u t i n our d a i l y 
l ife the love of t ruth must take p r e 
cedence for a time. I t is so in the D i 
vine H u m a n L i f e of w h i c h these verses 
treat . I t is so w i t h us . 

I n explanation of the words " t h e 
hoys grew u p " we are shown how as we 
grow u p , we pass through different 
states, f rom i n f a n c y to childhood to old 
age. W e progress from bir th to the last 
of l i fe and even to eternity i n the 
heavens. A n d this progress , as is the 
ease with a l l progress , is b y means of 
t ruth . T h e r e is a m a x i m , " H e who is 
not a student never was one . " I t is 
through constant increase i n knowledge 
that angels are cont inual ly perfected , 
but only as these truths are incorporated 
in l i fe a n d so become goods. 

W h e n J a c o b required E s a u to s w e a r 
that he would se l l h im the b i r t h r i g h t , 
E s a u s a i d , " B e h o l d , I am going to die , 
and for what is this b ir thr ight to m e ? " 
I n the l i teral s tory E s a u a p p e a r s to 
have acted h a s t i l y and shortsightedly , 
but since i n the S c r i p t u r e s death s igni 
fies resurrect ion , we see that the m e a n 

i n g is that in time c h a r i t y w i l l come to 
rule a n d that the p r i o r i t y real ly 
belongs to good and not td t r u t h . A n d 
we r e c a l l that la ter , w h e n J a c o b in fear 
went to meet E s a u , he found no resent
ment i n E s a u ' s heart . 

W e should never forget the p r i o r i t y 
of c h a r i t y over f a i t h , yet we should r e c 
ognize that t ruth is the means of a t ta in 
ing regeneration, whose goal is c h a r i t y . 
C h a r i t y is of the w i l l a n d faith of the 
understanding , but the two belpng to
gether and cannot exist separate ly . 

A r c a n a Class I — N o v e m b e r , 1953 

V o l . X, 8 3 4 4 - 8 4 6 4 

T h e story of I s r a e l is true history . 
T h e events took place as recorded to 
p o r t r a y in v i v i d terms the states 
through w h i c h a regenerat ing human 
life must pass . T h e del iverance from 
E g y p t does not represent a v e r y a d 
vanced state of development in s p i r i t u a l 
l i fe . T h e L o r d had del ivered them and 
their song of t r i u m p h acknowledged 
that it was H i s work . 

B u t this w a s only the b e g i n n i n g ; 
establ ishment in the resolve not to l ive 
for this w o r l d alone. T h e people had 
left E g y p t behind, but y e a r s must pass 
before they would be fitted to enter the 
H o l y L a n d . T h i s is the s p i r i t u a l ex
perience of everyone who seeks to fol
low the L o r d . 

W e could neither th ink , nor speak , 
nor indeed be conscious of our affections 
a p a r t from the understanding . T h e 
w i l l cherishes good, the understanding 
t r u t h . A s the L o r d is love a n d wisdom, 
and came into the w o r l d as the truth , 
the W o r d made flesh, and finally became 
united with love, the F a t h e r , so is the 
order of our regeneration. 

N o t e s 

3311. " A n d J a c o b was a perfect 
m a n . " T h e w o r d here trans lated perfect 
means " w h o l e " or " c o m p l e t e . " T h i s 
statement refers to J a c o b as to his rep
resentative c h a r a c t e r . N o t h i n g is com
plete unt i l it passes from the w i l l into 
the understanding a n d is embodied in 
outward act , in w h i c h the interior 
degrees reside, come to rest , and are 
contained. 

3332. J a c o b ' s g iv ing the pottage to 
E s a u pictures the fact that good comes 
from l e a r n i n g and l i v i n g the t ruth . 
T h i s is the "good of t r u t h . " 

Read ings f o r D e c e m b e r 

December 1 - 7 3377 — 3394 
8 - 14 3395 — 3412 

15 - 21 3413 — 3426 
22 - 31 3427 — 3449 

Enter The Serv ice 

K e i t h B o e r i c k e and O t h m a r T o b i s c h , 
S a n F r a n c i s c o p a r i s h , have been cal led 
into service a n d are stationed at F t . 
O r d , C a l i f . , at present . 
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Question Box 
Question: C a n you throw a n y l ight 

on how, a n d w h y , C h r i s t " w o u l d not 
suffer that any man should c a r r y any 
vessel through the T e m p l e , " as recorded 
in Luke 1 1 : 1 6 ? 

Answer: T h e " h o w " of the L o r d ' s 
action at that t ime, is more difficult to 
e x p l a i n than the " w h y . " Note that the 
statement i n question follows the a c 
count of the d r i v i n g of the money
changers and those who sold doves for 
sacrif ice , from the T e m p l e court . 

T h i s , in itself , is r e m a r k a b l e , in view 
of the fact that the H i g h P r i e s t , A n n a s , 
is reputed to have reaped a r ich harvest 
through this desecration of the sacred 
precincts . 

I t would a p p e a r that the L o r d w a s 
surrounded at such times w i t h a divine 
sphere so powerful as to brush aside 
a l l human opposition. E v e n so, the 
T e m p l e must have been so crowded with 
a multitude coming and going, that it is 
difficult to understand bow C h r i s t could 
even have k n o w n that a vessel was 
being c a r r i e d past the entrance . 

T h e r e should be no difficulty, how
ever , in accept ing the statement as t rue , 
when we remember that the L o r d 
possessed divine wisdom, a n d that , as 
expressed in John, J e s u s " k n e w a l l 
( m e n ) and needed not that any should 
tesitfy of m e n : for be knew what was 
in m a n . " 

R e g a r d i n g the reason for the L o r d ' s 
action at that t i m e : it was p u r e l y r e p 
resentative. T h e T e m p l e at J e r u s a l e m 
" i n the supreme sense represented the 
L o r d as to the D i v i n e H u m a n , espe
c i a l l y as to the D i v i n e T r u t h . " Apoca
lypse Revealed 191. 

N o w , that D i v i n e H u m a n , born to 
M a r y , by means of which G o d w a s 
present with men on e a r t h , was not p e r 
fect at b ir th . I t was subject to human 
frai l t ies , w h i c h must be met and over
come, and this could be accomplished 
only by the l e a r n i n g of t r u t h , and l i v i n g 
it i n ful l completeness. 

T h i s C h r i s t d i d , from H i s earl iest 
childhood. I n the words of John 2 :52 , 
" J e s u s increased in wisdom a n d stature , 
and in favor w i t h G o d and m a n . " 

W e must never forget that these 
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words appl ied only to the assumed 
H u m a n , born of M a r y . T h e l e a r n i n g 
and l i v i n g of the truth resulted i n bitter 
temptations, in which the L o r d a l w a y s 
was victorious. A n d it was by means 
of these temptation-combats , and the 
resultant victories , that the H u m a n was 
finally glorified. 

W h a t has a l l of this to do with the 
L o r d not permitt ing any man to c a r r y 
any vessel through the T e m p l e , whi le 
H e was there? S i m p l y t h i s : A vessel , 
such as a p i tcher , represents the k n o w l 
edge of w h a t is true and good, in r e 
spect to divine and s p i r i t u a l things . 
S u c h knowledges are to be d r a w n only 
from the W o r d . T h i s C h r i s t d i d , from 
earl iest childhood. T h e s e knowledges 
were as " v e s s e l s " into which divine 
truth and divine good, could flow. 

A n d it was to indicate that at no time 
did the L o r d admit into H i s mind any 
" k n o w l e d g e " from a human origin ( the 
" t r a d i t i o n s of m e n " for e x a m p l e ) but 
only knowledge d r a w n from the W o r d , 
that we are told that H e " w o u l d not 
suffer that any man should c a r r y any 
vessel through the T e m p l e . " 

F o r a fu l ler explanation of the s igni 
ficance of " v e s s e l s " as re ferred to in 
the W o r d , read Arcana Colestia 1158, 
1460, Apocalypse Revealed 1 4 8 - 1 4 9 . — 
W I L L I A M H . B E A L E S 

Subst i tu tes a t V a n c o u v e r 

T h e R e v . H e n r y K . P e t e r s , miss ion
a r y in the states of Washington and 
O r e g o n , filled the V a n c o u v e r pulpi t 
Nov. 1 while the local pastor the R e v . 
J o h n E . Z a e h a r i a s was scheduled to p a y 
missionary visits to S u m m e r l a n d , P e n t i -
con. R e n a t a , N e l s o n , Proctor and C r a n -
brook, B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a . 

Saved From In jury 

M r s . T . C . P a r k e r and M i s s F l o r e n c e 
L . H u g h e s , active in the J a c k s o n v i l l e , 
F l a . , Society , h a p p i l y escaped i n j u r y 
just recently when a careless dr iver 
badly damaged M r s . P a r k e r ' s c a r , near 
her home. 

Scou tmas te r N e e d e d 

Scout T r o o p 96 of the E l C e r r i t o . 
C a l i f . , Society is badly in need of lead
ership and requires a Scoutmaster at 
once. B o y s eleven or older are w e l 
come to j o i n the troop. 

C l e v e l a n d Soc ie t y Busy 

Activ i t ies are in ful l s w i n g again 
fo l lowing the summer recess . I m p o r 
tant in opening affairs was a S u p p e r 
and T h r i f t sale held by the W o m a n ' s 
G u i l d O c t . 14-15. 

"By Means Of A Man" 
Thus The L o r d Reveals H i m s e l f 

T H E W R I T I N G S of the L o r d ' s servant 
E m a n u e l Swedenborg were given by the 
L o r d G o d J e s u s C h r i s t for the New 
C h r i s t i a n age now d a w n i n g . 

P r o p e r l y speaking those wri t ings are 
not Swedenborg 's at a l l , they are the 
L o r d ' s revelat ion publ ished b y the 
L o r d ' s servant . 

N o true revelation has ever been 
given in any other w a y except given to 
a m a n — a s to Moses , I s a i a h , J o h n or 
Swedenborg . 

T h e L o r d H i m s e l f introduced the 
C h r i s t i a n rel igion to men as a M a n . It 
is by man that G o d speaks to men and 
it is by bis divinely prepared servant 
S w e d e n b o r g that H e speaks to those in 
the world today, who w i l l be of H i s 
N e w J e r u s a l e m . 

L e t us thank the L o r d for H i s mercy 
for showing bow the H o l y B i b l e may 
be understood by p ierc ing the spiritual 
darkness of m a n k i n d with a shaft of 
l ight and for offering to seeking hearts 
the beauti ful light of the m o r n i n g star. 

(W ritten by Elizabeth and Betty 
Thomas, 13 and 15 years old, daughters 
of Mr. and Mrs. Peter Thomas, Mar
tinsville, W, Va.) 

A s s o c i a t i o n N o t i c e 

T h e M a r y l a n d Associat ion w i l l hold 
its f a l l meeting in the c h u r c h of the 
Bal t imore Society , C a l v e r t Street near 
C h a s e , S a t u r d a y , November 7. T h e 
R e v . F r a n k l i n H . B l a c k m e r , president 
of Convent ion , w i l l be present to ad
dress the meeting. A l l members and 
friends of the Association are cordial ly 
invited to attend. 
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