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WHEN WILL THE WORLD HAVE PEACE?
SCRIPTURAL PROPHECIES CALL FOR REALISM

by Clayton Priestnal

q ROM time to time Soviet Russia waves an olive
branch before the nations and hopes for world
peace are thus kindled anew.

Nevertheless, without too much cynicism or too
hopeful optimism, we await expectantly the unfold-
ment of future events.

Meanwhile, our thoughts turn to Scriptural
prophecies which seem to give promise of a world
free from war, hatred and suspicion—a world in
which peace, brotherhood and mutual trust are
everywhere evident.

There can be no denying that the Word of God
warrants this expectancy of a new era, a time when
truth will triumph over falsity, good will prevail
over evil, and joy will stand in the place now occu-
pied by sorrow.

Many religious zealots have gone so far as to pick
the day and the very hour when this much-desired
millenium was to have taken place. So confident were
they of the fulfillment of their predictions that they
disposed of their worldly goods, settled their busi-
ness affairs, and stood on the brow of a hill waiting
for the sound of trumpets and the earthquakes
which were to be the harbingers of this age of uni-
versal peace and prosperity.

Of late, it must be admitted, these religious en-
thusiasts have spoken with extreme caution. Past
errors have virtually brought to a halt such extrava-
gant and irrational predictions. Perhaps if it is
found that the Soviet Union is acting in good faith
foretellings of a new age will again assail our ears.

While remaining hopeful about the prospects of
peace and understanding among nations, and know-
ing that man can rebuild the world if he relies upon
the strength and guidance of the Lord, it may be
useful to reexamine in the prophecy of Isaiah the
Lord’s words concerning what will surely come to
pass. And it shall come to pass in the last days,
that the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be estab-
lished in the top of the mountains, and shall be
exalted above the hills; and all nations shall flow unto
it. And many people shall go and say, Come ye,
let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the
house of the God of Jacob; and He will teach us
of His ways, and we will walk in His paths: for out
of Jerusalem shall go forth the law, and the world
of the Lord from Jerusalem. And He shall judge
among the nations, and shall rebuke many people:
and they shall beat their swords into ploughshares,
and their spears into pruninghooks: mation shall
not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they
learn war any more. O house of Jacob, come ye,
and let us walk in the light of the Lord.

These poetic words most assuredly describe a
condition which would be most welcome and desir-
able: swords remolded into ploughshares,—military

schools and army camps disbanded; the world
peopled by a race of men who would walk in the
light of the Lord.

But let us be realistic; the volumes of recorded
history teach us much about the ways of mankind.
Knowing that the Lord must operate through means,
and knowing too that He cannot transform the
hearts and minds of men unless they freely choose
to be changed, the possibilities of universal reforma-
tion where selfishness, hate, envy and greed would
no longer exist are indeed remote.

So remote are they that it would be futile for
this generation or the next twenty generations to
rest their hopes for peace and security on a world-
wide reformation of human beings.

How, then, are we to interpret the Lord’s prophe-
cies which give so much assurance concerning the
future happiness and prosperity of the world? There
is only one way: the Lord is speaking to us as in-
dividuals. Each one of us is a world made up of
conflicting elements, both good and bad.

Our little earth is one of turmoil and strife; our
emotions are at war with one another, our thoughts
are often confused, and the baser parts of our nature
become suspicious when spiritual principles seek to
assert themselves.

When the Lord’s prophecies are viewed in this
light, that is, in relation to the individual, then it
is possible for us to bring about their fulfillment
in every detail. There will be no need to look ahead
to next year or to the next century for universal
peace to come. All speculation will cease, for the
prophecy can come to pass before our very eyes.

The words from Isaiah are symbols of what takes
place in the character and spiritual life of a trans-
formed being, one who has willingly committed his
life to the Lord’s use in His kingdom on earth and
in heaven.

In such a man the Lord will take the uppermost
place in the soul; an altar will be built in the highest
elevation of the spirit from which will be offered
as a living sacrifice the purest of thoughts and af-
fections. The increase which is promised will not
necessarily be a multiplication of material wealth
and benefits. The uncertainties of living in a world
of droughts and tidalwaves will not be diminished.
Susceptibility to disease and accident will still have
to be reckoned with.

Goodness of the soul is not a guarantce against
misfortune. But there will be a perceptible increase
in the knowledge of spiritual truths and new insights
into the nature of true charity. The law of love
will supplant the law of self-interest. The spirit
will turn from efforts to hoard treasures on earth
and will turn its attention more and more to the
treasures which have value to eternity.
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Jewels inlaid with precious metals, gold, silver
and platinum, will be enjoyed—for the pleasure of
earthly beauty need not be incompatible with spirit-
ual living . . .; but the love of such worldly wealth
will not unduly influence thought and act. Knowl-
edges of the Lord, which are indeed jewels of wisdom,
will be accounted the real wealth of an individual.

The Lord, furthermore, declares that swords will
be beaten into ploughshares and spears into pruning-
hooks. This is a promise that the mind which pos-
sesses truths and the love of doing good will not
be in a state of conflict, either with itself or with
others.

Contentions about the rightness of this or the
wrongness of that will be no more. For a spirit in
whom the Lord dwells is so imbued with a life of
love that it has a deep respect for the thoughts of
others and for their right to the freedom to express
them. It matters not whether the other person
agrees with him in ever detail; opinions can vary,
just as some eyes are brown while others are blue.

When two regenerating beings associate with each
other in work or recreation or worship, each will
take delight in the uniqueness of the other. Each
will evaluate the good of the other, not from his
own measurements, but from the standards of divine
truth.

It is a wondrous paradox that differing opinions
can harmonize. As individuals we can have our own
private views of prayer, worship, or how best to
promote the interests of the Lord’s kingdom on
earth, and even though our concepts may differ
widely from those of our fellowmen, still by an almost
magical blending they all unite into a unified whole.
This process of amalgamation becomes more pro-
nounced as man grows in spiritual strength and
adds to his character the Christian virtues of toler-
ance, understanding, love and mercy.

And for this prophecy of peace to be fulfilled in
ourselves or even in our respective church groups
we need not wait for an indeterminate time when all
the world will in a sudden and miraculous manner
embrace brotherhood and mutual respect. A cessa-
tion of the enmity and strife in the individual can
be achieved in a surprisingly short period providing
the will to do good is strong and persistent.

Effects On Groups

As this prophecy of peace is fulfilled in the indi-
vidual, its effects will gradually be seen in the larger
groupings of society, even to national governments.
One would be insensitive, indeed, if he did not detect
in the progressive movements of this modern age in-
dications of a freer spirit in man, which may in time
lead to an ultimate fulfillment of the Lord’s proph-
ecy on an earth-wide basis, or nearly so.

Today in the churches there is a pronounced aban-
donment of many old dogmas; people are far less
inclined to worsh]p creeds than they were a genera-
tion or two ago. Scientists have succeeded in dis-
covering and harnessing the laws of nature because
they have been able to approach their work objec-
tively.

It has been minds unfettered by .preconceived
notions and biased opinions that have given man such
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a complete mastery over the natural resources of
the earth. There are signs which could indicate that
in some measure this same unprejudiced approach
is being made in the study of theology. In popular
secular magazines the basic principles of religion are
being given frequent and broad treatment, quite free
from the narrow dogmas which have chained Chris-
tian thought in the past and divided the world into
countless denominations.

And perhaps most important of all, man is begin-
ning to get a glimpse of his own capacities for use
and happiness as they can be developed in a free
world. The eventual impetus this realization will
give towards the achievement of world peace is bound
to be tremendous.

Great masses of people throughout the six conti-
nents and the seven seas are just beginning to taste
the sweet fruits of freedom and enlightenment. Their
efforts as a constructive force in society are as yet
unorganized and lack direction, but the time will
come when their power and influence will serve to
prod along the faltering endeavors of statesmen to
reach international understanding and concord.

But all of these larger and more complex spheres
of life derive their qualities from the character of
individuals. It must follow, then, that divine prophe-
cies must be fulfilled first in our little world of the
spirit before the battlements and armories of nations
will be torn down. Look inwardly, therefore, for the
signs of the new age which are symbolized so effec-
tively in the prophecy of Isaiah.

(Mr. Priestnal is minister at Baltimore, Md.)

“I c1vE sincere thanks to God who by His blessing
has made our land deserving of so great a genius.”
Letter to Swedenborg from a stranger in Finland,
August 24, 1734. (“Letters and Memoirs of Swe- ~
denberg,” Acton, p, 455.)
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EDITORIALS

Innocent Ignorance

1 HE new and anathematized heresy in the Roman
Catholic Church centering in the Boston area
had its inception in the asserted belief of a scholastic
Father Feeney there that his church teaches that
no one enters heaven unless he or she is a Roman
Catholic. The hierarchy’s grounds for excommuni-
cating the expostulant, and those who agree with
him—who seem to be many—is that the doctrine is
that those innocently ignorant of Catholic teachings
have the same opportunity for angelhood as their
papist brethren, for after all they later will be suffi-
ciently instructed, presumably in purgatory.

It is that term “innocent ignorance” with which
we are more particularly concerned at the moment.
It is a subject much dealt with in the teachings for
the New Church so that its use by Rome attracts
our attention. Of course, Swedenborg was occupied
with the thought that those who through no fault
of their own passed from this world uninstructed
in what the Word teaches respecting God and man,
and not as to some Church’s dogmas on those sub-
jects, are, if worthy, nevertheless “saved.”

Whether or not one considers that those of Cath-
olic persuasion are sincere in the position taken with
respect to the Feeneyists, for certainly if his be
heresy the same must be said of numerous papal de-
crees and bulls which support his position, it is an
interesting fact that this is another point at which
in general there is some half way at least meeting of
the Roman Catholic doctrine and our own, a likeli-
hood as theirs originally was the pristine Christi-
anity. We say “another” advisedly and also make
the reservation of the half-truth, for as in this case
it is surely true that no man can be condemned re-
ligiously, or spiritually for failure because of ig-
norance to understand some heavenly secret, there
can be few if any normal persons in the universe
who need to know some especial Church’s doctrine
in order to feel assured that death is not the end
of him.

He need not believe that truth and if he doesn’t
he may hinder his happiness and usefulness here-
after, but he is not prevented from entering heaven
because of what he knows or does not know for he
enters that state by virtue of what he has done and
may do. If that has been good he will listen to the
truth about God man and the universe as eagerly as
he would have done here had he not for one reason or
other been in a state of ignorant innocence.—L. M.

Title Deed To Truth

=N A review that appeared shortly after the

publication of the third volume of the Opera
Philosophic et Mineralia, Swedenborg was highly
commended for revealing smelting sccrets that had
been long and jealously guarded. In disclosing
those secrets Swedenborg was motivated both by his
love for truth and a desire to see knowledge put to
the widest use for the well-being of mankind. As a

scientist he saw that the wider knowledge could be
spread, the greater would be its usefulness and the
faster would be man’s progress in the understanding
and the control of nature. He was interested not
only in discovering new truth, but in the distribution
of what was already available.

In a letter to his nephew Eric Benzelius, Sweden-
borg once wrote, “But according to my simple
thought there ought to be no secrets at all in metal-
lurgy, for without such knowledge no one can make
any progress in the investigation of nature.” The
ideal expressed here, and implied in the uncovering
of smelting methods, is one with which few would
quarrel. But many practical difficulties lie in the
way of its realization. It is, for example, perhaps
too much in the present state of man’s spiritual de-
velopment to ask an industry, which enjoys a com-
petitive advantage through the possession of a secret
process, to publish it to the world.

More important are nationally of course the
secrets that are shielded with the utmost care by
the state, such as the atom bomb and earlier the
Norden bombsight. Here both national security
and, at the present, consideration of humanity, de-
mand the strictest concealment. Mankind would
not be served by broadeasting information on these
subjects.

The best we can hope for is that our nation will
use any monopoly of knowledge that it possesses, not
for its own aggrandizement, but for the promotion
of human good. Divine Providence gives nothing to
either an individual or a nation, least of all a truth,
without at the same time entrusting him or it with
a corresponding responsibility.

Truth belongs only to him who can use it; and this
means more than making knowledge the means to
some end. The desire to promote human welfare
is the only title-deed by which anyone may claim
exclusive right to a truth.—B. J.

Manuoop not scholarship, is, or should be, the
first aim of education.—Ernest Thompson Seton.

IT was xot by chance that the Apostle wrote it
“Faith, hope (and) charity,” for hope is the ada-
mant link between man and his destiny.

Samn TaeoporeE Roosevert, “The law of worthy
life is fundamentally that of strife. Only through
labor, painful effort, resolute courage can we move
on to better things.”

A cyxic is one who knows the price of everything
and the value of nothing.—Oscar Wilde.

Are You Taking
advantage of the new Gift Subscription Offer?
Subscribers at $3.00 may send "The Messenger' to
a friend or library for $1.50.
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A Way To Peace

By Lillian E. Rogers

1 HE common people of the world see the horror

and futility of war yet, even in America where
loathing and sorrow for this manner of settling dis-
putes is almost universal, it is still believed by many
that we must invest large sums to build a war-mak-
ing machine to prevent the use of such a machine
against us. What a commentary on our boasted
civilization!

So-called culture thus largely is built on the sands
of materialism and when the storms descend, it is
no wonder that materially-minded philosophers see
disintegration and destruction close at hand.

The founders of this nation were of Christian be-
liefs and principles. When we read that the Father
of His Country knelt in the snow at Valley Forge,
we know that he was sincerely looking for guidance
from above.

Washington knew war at first hand and, when it
was over he began to build barriers against its re-
currence, to an extent resented by our friends in
France. Then began our historic stand as a neutral
nation, uninvolved in European politics.

Time passed, and America fell away from the
paths of peace. A mighty conflict arose between
those who owned much property in slaves and those
who were prospering without them. Both appealed
to force, although the country was rich enough to
have purchased the slaves and then freed them, at

less cost than both sides spent, in blood and tears

later as war went on.

A leader arose whose aim was “to do justly and
to love mercy and to walk humbly with God.” The
Emancipator was stricken down by the hand of an
assassin, but his speech at Gettysburg with its high
call to Christian principles of peace and service still
rings in our ears and is taught yearly to the youth
in all our schools.

War was still viewed by the majority of our
Churches as a necessary evil and again and again
our young men were sent out to kill and to be killed
in what was called civic defense. Ignoring the plain
teaching of Christ, even the clergy quoted Scripture
to justify human slaughter, while religious men and
women were swept into war work with patriotic zeal
and enthusiasm. -~

The first World War ended in a delirium of joy
and a widespread belief that a lasting peace was
finally won. After that universal orgy of carnage
and brutality, the conquerors longed to make those
who start it, pay all the cost and take all the blame.
Decimated, wounded, impoverished, this was an im-
possible requirement. The victors were obliged to
revise their terms again and again.

A new war machine soon began to arise in the con-
quered lands born of desperation and defeat and the
unwillingness of men to admit they can be wrong.

Centuries ago, Christianity was founded by the
followers of Him who said, Retaliate not evil. “For-
give, and ye shall be forgiven.” If as a nation we
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will not apply those words to life, we are not really
a Christian nation.

We may have prophesied in the name of Christ
and in His name done many wonderful things
but surely He will say to us “I never knew you.”
We have not the excuse of the Founding Fathers,
that the world knew no other way. A better way has
been found and tried and war has been averted a
number of times in the last century through arbitra-
tion.

A World Court awaits our appeal to it. Nothing
but selfishness prevents us. But the way to peace,
like Christianity itself, is so simple and so difficult,
for the mountain of human selfishness ever blocks the
strait and narrow path.

It is useless to dwell on past errors, it is useless
to look back, for only by pain and suffering has the
would-be Christian gone thus far on the journey,
still weighed down by a burden of error and shame,
beginning new conflicts.

Shall America take sides? Sall we not rather re-
fuse absolutely the method of brute force and say,
with courage and friendliness to all, “Let us have
no more killing of innocent youth. If your cause
is Just and righteous, why do you fear to submit it
to the verdict of a Court of Arbitration? Let the
case be tried on its merits. We will bind up your
wounds, but as long as you continue to shed innocent
blood we will have no more dealings with you.”

Truly a toilsome path beset with thorns, but
there is no easy road to the City of God.

(Miss Rogers, well known Philadelphia New
Churchwoman, taught for many years in the public
schools there.)

As Our Forefathers Did

Every religious organization, hospital, school, or
charitable institution, must depend for its continued
growth on gifts from its adherents, made during
the life-time of the donors, or affected after their
decease. As numerous gifts and legacies received
by the General Convention in the past will attest,
it is no exception to this rule.

We invite you to consider whether you can do
your part in carrying on the future work of Con-
vention by following the example of those who have
gone ahead of us. You may be able to leave a
legacy to the Church in your will; or you may pro-
vide that some at least of the insurance on your
life shall be payable to Convention in the event the
individual who would receive the proceeds of the
policy, does not survive you.

Any form of gift of this kind, is favored by law;
and in most instances is exempt from taxes. This
is particularly true as to the federal tax, which
often is the largest tax to be imposed; and as a
result, the gift costs only a fraction of the amount
it seems to cost.

It is a healthy sign in any institution when it re-
ceives year after year a steady flow of such gifts,
because the love of the Church that impels them
gives force and direction to the Church of the
future.—Geo. PavscH, Vice-President.
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HOW TO FILL OUR CHURCHES!

Ix piscussions concerning “IHow to
a1l our churches” [MesseNnaer Nov. 1,
52, et seq.] it should not be forgotten,
to take an example, that an extensive
professional publicity campaign was
undertaken fifteen years ago in connec-
tion with the 250th anniversary of
swedenborg’s birth, but apparently it
had no continuing effect on our Church
sttendance.

If one pays attention to the religious
temperature of our time he can hardly
fail to observe that interest has shifted
from doctrines to deeds. Although
nearly all people believe in God and
all Christians have a profound rever-
ence for Christ and the Bible, the ma-
jority do not concern themselves deeply
about what those beliefs signify and in-
dividuals will probably unite with a
church in which théy have been brought
up, or in one conveniently located or
agreeable from a social point of view
or from an attractive service or one
served by an active and stimulating
minister.

While there are a few denominations,
like the Christian Scientists and Sev-
enth Day Adventists, in which specifie
beliefs are of importance, the vast body
of Christians repeat the formulas of the
chureh which they attend, and take
part in its ritual without any profound
study of their meaning.

Doctrinal controversy between the
great Christian sects has died away and
interest among them shifted to ethies.
They have turned their attention to so-
cial service, to missionary work in the
form of economic welfare rather than
intellectual conversion, to the abolish-
ment of interracial and interclass dis-
criminations, and to attempts to unify
all Christian bodies, at least all Protes-
tants, through the ecumenical move-

ment.

. ﬁrent attitudes toward the funda-
mentals of faith are apt to be enter-
tained by individuals as such, whether
as concerns the deity of Christ, salva-
tion, spiritism, mental healing, reincar-
nation, or what not, without regard to
sect.

What were formerly sectarian differ-
ences have been minimized by the sects
themselves and discussion of them rele-
gated to faculties in universities and
schools of theology.

This situation calls for a new ap-
proach. Extension movements with-
in our Church have usually taken the
form of endeavors to bring others into
the organization on the assumption that
when they have become members they
will automatically accept the doctrines
which we regard as “New Church.”

This is natural enough but, we think,

fallacious. We must remember that
anyone taking up Swedenborg’s writ-
ings for the first time will encounter
statements which are likely to repel him
at the very threshold. For instance,
what Swedenborg has to say of the
Quakers, Moravians, and Jews. He
was in fact speaking from a wholly dif-
ferent background from that on which
those names appear today.

When the new reader comes to para-
graph 3 of Heaven and Hell he will
encounter words which seem to imply
that neither Trinitarian nor Unitarian
Christians can enter heaven, although
hie knows that many thousands of our
best citizens call themselves by one or
the other name.

Possibly he will stop at this point
and not come upon Swedenborg’s more
fundamental statements like that in
n. 350 of the same work, to the effect
that love to God and man insure thé
salvation of all who possess them. \

If Earths in the Universe are given
the new reader, although he may favor-
ably be inclined to the idea that there
is human life on other celestial bodies
than our own, he probably knows that
the evidence against its existence on
the other planets in our system is
strong and he will find it hard to be-
lieve that life could ever have appeared
¢n the moon.

He will also come upon other pas-
sages where the statements, if not
necessarily erroneous, are out of line
with modern thought. Swedenborg’s
writings present so many hurdles of
this kind that we should not be sur-
prised at the small number of strangers
who unite with us.

\/ The method of approach should, it

would seem, be less to add members
to our collective body than to spread a
knowledge of certain fundamental doc-
trines, letting the denomination look for
its extension in the more favorable
atmosphere which will result.

Among the teachings which we
should promote in this manner might
first be placed that of the Divine
Humanity which has by itself appealed
to many beyond our communion.

Spoaks For Congregationalists

As a sign of the times, several re-
ports have reached THe MEessencer of
New Church ministers occupying the
pulpits of other denominations during
tlhe summer interim. As we report this,
word comes that the Rev. Edwin G.
Capon, Elmwood, Mass., ' pastor
preached for the Congregational Church
in So. Edgemont, Mass., Aug. 30.

Second in importance, we think, is
the doctrine of correspondences as ex-
emplified in the whole natural order
and specifically in the inspired writings
of the Bible. It would seem important
to prefix the doctrine of creation
through correspondences to a study of
those in the Bible.

The former truth makes the truth of
the latter understandable and prevents
the reader from thinking that Biblical
inspiration is a sudden eruption of di-
vine truth into an alien world.

The validity of Swedenborg’s spirit-
ual experiences and the truth of his ex-
positions of the nature of the spiritual
world, may today be approached in a
more scientific manner than ever before,
and this should be a third line of
endeavor,

If one studies the Christian denom-
inations of our time he will be impressed
with the will to good which they ex-
hibit and the excellence of the move-
ments promoted by them. But if one
turns to examine the formulas of belief
accompanying he will be shocked at
the dependence on antique and unex-
plained verbiage, and on the lack of
logic which they sometimes exhibit.

The entire campaign of a certain-
Church rests on an assumption of
Christ’s imminent return in the clouds
of heaven. There is one which has
added to the Bible a writing hardly ap-
pealing to trained minds, though there
is not much less reason to criticize this
than the admission of the dpoeryphd
to inspirational status and accompany-
ing belief that the body of the Virgin
Mary has been translated to heaven.

There is another body which depends
upon supposed communications from
the spiritual world through mediums,
and one which centers its thought on
mental healing and the absence of any
material mind.

In the great historical Protestant
faiths the doctrine of the Trinity is
based on ancient formulas rather than
ordinary logie, and Unitarians have re-
stored a seeming logic by rejecting a
large part of Scripture on the ground
that the scholarship of today is good
for all time. The Seriptures are
“Holy” to both these schools in very
different ways and in both in a far
from complete manner. e :

And so we say that the effort of our
Church should be directed along cer-
tain distinetive doctrinal lines, and not
with the primary idea of blanket con-
versions,

Promotion of New Church beliefs are
the principal concern, not mere addi-
tional membership in our body. If
fundamental truths such as those of
which we believe we are custodians are
spread abroad widely, membership will

take care of itself.—Joun R. SwanTon
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REPORT ON NATIONAL TRAINING GROUP

The seventh annual National Train-
ing Laboratory in Group Development,
sponsored by the Division of Adult
Education Service of the National Edu-
cation Association and the Research
Center for Group Dynamics at the Uni-
versity of Michigan, was held in Bethel,
Maine, June 21-July 11.

Nine colleges and universities have
cooperated in the development of the
Laboratory, and the Carnegie Corpora-
tion of New York granted $100,000 to
support Laboratory training and re-
search activities for a three-year period
beginning Jan. 1, 1950.

The larger-than-usual 1953 Labora-
tory was made up of 125 selected dele-
gates from industry and business,
national organizations and agencies,
education, religious organizations, gov-
ernment, and the armed services. The
staff of over forty was sought, and de-
liberately drawn, from social and clin-
ical psychologists, psychiatrists, educa-
tors, sociologists, and anthropologists.

The purposes of the National Lab-
oratory are: (1) To advance better
leadership in occupations and organiza-
tions in which democratic deliberation
and action are important. The Labora-
tory holds that, in group action and in
resolving social conflict, participation by
all concerned is both essential and bene-
ficial. (2) To develop leaders with the

sensitivities and skills needed to guide
and direct orderely social change. (3)
To discover and develop principles and
improved methods of human relations
training.

Distinguishing characteristics of the
Laboratory soon become evident to one
who attends it as a delegate. Perhaps
outstanding is the Laboratory conviction
that gaining knowledge does not neces-
sarily or even usually result in changed
behavior of the individual.

Delegates soon find themselves in-
volved and participating in experiences
requiring them to act, to analyze them-
selves and to undergo analysis by
others, and to endure the stresses and
strains of communication failures and
the tensions and emotional involvements
resulting from the interpersonal rela-
tionships of people in groups.

The groups purposely include persons
of different backgrounds and experi-
ences who struggle together to reach
understanding and areas of agreement
on desirable social change and the
means of achieving that change.

The Laboratory is not for the purely
bookish scholar or for the person who
cannot tolerate searching criticism of
and frank comment upon his motives
and behavior during the give and take
of small group learning and conflict.
Nor is the Laboratory a comfortable

place for the delegate who cannot, after
benefit of searching and honest criti-
cism, change his behavior.

A second characteristic of the Lab-
oratory is the conviction that temporary
change in the behavior and skills of
delegates acquired at Bethel is not
necessarily maintained or continued
“back home.” Thus one project of the
Laboratory has come to be the devising
of means and methods to help delegates
carry on and carry over the results of
the Bethel experience.

A third characteristic is the stress on
the development of research methods
instruments. A delegate to the 1953
Laboratory had the advantages result-
ing from six years of earlier research in
human relations at the same time he
was serving as a subject for the 1953
research.

Benefiting from earlier research in
human relations and contributing to
further research E&-perhaps the keys
to the value of the National Laboratory.
Knowledge of human relations, of one's
own self, of other people, of people
working with people is essential knowl-
edge in a time of rapid social change,
of breaking traditions, and of the result-
ing social conflict. The National Train-
ing Laboratory is contributing to that
knowledge.

(Mr. Memmott is president of
Urbana Junior College. He attended

this session and reported it for THE
MESSENGER.)

An Opportunity For Women's
Work Groups To Raise Funds

With the activities of the new church
year getting into full swing, the atten-
tion of women’s auxiliaries and other
groups is called to the advertisement
of the famous Sangamon Mills, of
Cohoes, N. Y., appearing in this issue,
and for some vears,

Their dish cloths are an indispens-
able part of every kitchen and thus the
possibility of sales is unlimited. A gen-
erous commission is offered. Write for
a free sample and other information.
At the same time, you will be helping
Tur Messencer’s advertising income.

The New Christianity

A QUARTERLY JOURNAL
for its promotion and
interpretation
$2.00 a year

An interesting and vigorous maga-
zine you will want to read and

hand to friends.
134 BOWDOIN STREET
Boston 8, Mass.
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- Book Review

Tue Dams Cax Break. Emeline Faith
Christian. Storm Publishers, N, Y.,
51, 216 pp.

“The Dams Can Break” is an inter-
esting novel woven around the lives of
five people who were in various degrees
of spiritual and mental illness. In un-
usual ways they have been induced to
spend a short vacation in a hotel and
camp which is run by a group inter-
ested in psychic phenomena and adept
at healing through contact with the
spiritual world. The ability to heal of
the camp leader Mr. Barton, was
vividly demonstrated in the case of a
woman, a Mrs. Thornton, suffering
from an advanced manic depressive
condition. A medical doctor and a
famous psychiatrist were also at the
camp and were astounded when the
leader brought out the hidden cause by
means of spiritual contact with the de-
parted mother and daughter of Mrs.
Thornton. Several unusual incidents
and mental adjustments were interest-
ingly told, concerning a minister and a
reporter, who were also at the pines.
At the conclusion the psychiatrist yield-
ed to spiritual treatment when his arm

was about to be amputated. This book,
while spiritualistic in nature, may have
interest to the New Church reader
from the descriptions of the spiritual
world which are mainly in accord with
what we read in Swedenborg’s writings.
While the methods of spiritual contact
through mediums is alien to New
Church thought and the concepts of
healing, by spiritual forces, are differ-
ent to our teachings, there is food for
thought in this book because Mrs.
Christian indicates that doctors, after
death, can continue their practicing on
their new plane of life. It is interest-
ing to note that Dr. Russell MacRob-
erts, a well known neuro-psychiatrist,
collaborated. He has attended the
church of the New York Society and is
also a student of our teachings. —
Harorp B. Larsen

"There is a Better Way"

“ProTEsTanTisM ror too long has
traveled the road of denominational
particularities,” declared the president
of the new Texas Council of Churches
at the group’s inauguration. “There is
a better way,” he added, “friendliness,
fellowship, cooperation and unity of
nurpose.” Rev. R. M. Sadler, quoted
by National Council of Churches News.




FALL TERM OPENS AT
THEOLOGICAL SCHOOL

With the opening of its fall term
Sept. 16, and with the Rev. Everett K.
Bray as its new president, assisted by
the Rev. Edwin Gould Capon of Elm-
wood, Mass., the Theological Schooel be-
gins a new school year with high hopes
for useful service.

Applications have been before the
faculty from prospective ministerial
students and lay leaders, and approval
has been given by the faculty for the
continuance of each of the students and
the lay leader now in residence. In
due course names of those composing
the student body for the new semester
will be announced.

David Garrett, a senior, will be the
first student to be assigned for his field
work in his fourth year, as an intern
with a Society, a new plan adopted
after long consideration by the man-
agers and school officials. He will
assist until January at the Kitchener,
Ont., Society,

A plan for providing a faculty ad-
viser for each student has been ap-
proved, as was an arrangement whereby
Dr. Howard Davis Spoerl, of Spring-
field, Mass., will instruect in Philesophy
during the fall term. Plans are under-
way to increase the usefulness of the
library to faculty and student body.

Gulfport Church Celebrates

The Gulfport, Miss., Society will
celebrate Sept. 20 the first anniversary
of the first service held in its New
Church. Since its dedication by Former
President Rev. Dr. Leonard I. Tafel,
Frankford, Pa., April 19th great strides
have been made toward completion of
interior finish and furnishing. An un-
usual feature is that there are no debts
on the church. The Rev, Peter Peters
is its minister. For many years he and
Mrs. Peters served one of the fields in
Western Canada.

Honored By Queen

Sir Thomas Chadwick, K.C.V.O,
C.B.E., with Lady Chadwick, taken a few
years ago at a court reception. Sir
Thomas, as already briefly announced
in "The Messenger,” was on Queen Hiz-
abeth's honor list at the coronation,
being at that time knighted and given
the rank of Knight of the Royal Victorian
Order. Until his recent appointment to
Britain's new Iron and Steel Holding and
Realization Agency he was the Queen's
personal financial secretary having been
for many years in the British Exchequery.
Long identified with the Conference, he
has been its Joint Honorary Treasurer
and Chairman of the Conference Coun-
cil, besides holding other important
offices in the Church.

Disastrous Fire

The deepest sympathies of their many
church friends have been extended to
Mr. and Mrs, James Stewart of Mobile,
Ala., New Church people there whose
home just recently was entirely de-
stroyed by fire. Relatives and neigh-
bors have rallied to their assistance.

NEW-CHURCH PRESS AT YOUR SERVICE

With the opening of the new church
vear it would be well for those at the
Societies in charge of the library, mis-
sionary work and official certificates, to
check over stocks for needed supplies.

Among important books of the church
now newly available are “The Bible
That Was Lost And Is Found,” Bige-
low, blue cloth, $1.00; “The Invisible
Police,” Pendleton, grey cloth, $1.25.
Publication in this new form of these
two always wanted books has long been
awaited. Special discount for book-
room quantities.

Also most important is the new print-
ing of Baptism certificates now printed

as for son or daughter, only 15c.; the
old style (longer service) marriage cer-
tificate, paper 35c., silk moire, $1.25.
The Confirmation certificate is ready,
15¢. A discount in quantity to church
officials,

The New Church Press, 108 Clark
St., Brooklyn, N, Y., where Miss Cecile
Werben is in charge, is Convention's
official publishing and church supply
house. It has a large stock of Bibles,
the Church writings, collateral, books
and religious greeting cards for all oc-
casions. Jointly with other publishing
bodies of the Church, it has issued a
new catalog, and will send it free if
requested.

Helen Keller's Birthplace
Offers Visitors "My Religion"

Helen Keller’s birthplace at Tus-
cumbia, Alabama, long set apart by that
city as a shrine in her memory and vis-
ited by thousands annually, will now
offer to the public as a memento of
their visit Dr. Keller’s famous book
“My Religion,” published by the Swe-
denborg Foundation,

It was through the initiative of the
Rev. Peter Peters, missionary minister
at Gulfport, Miss., that the arrange-
ment finally was made through the
Helen Keller Property Board in Tus-
cumbia. He had visited the shrine and
talked of the book to the custodian. It
expressed satisfaction at the opportu-
nity and will include with the book for
visitors the souvenir booklet “Words
of Wisdom.”

Interest of Alexander | In
Swedenborg Noted By Historian

We are indebted to Mrs. Marguerite
Block of Columbia University for in-
forming us of several references to
Swedenborg in Prof. La Tourette’s
much praised new work “A History of
Christianity.”

Of especial historic interest is a pas-
sage at p. 1016 where we read, in part,
“Swedenborg helped to shape not only
Czar Alexander I (of Russia), but also
some who eventually held high office in
the Russian Orthodox Church.”

Courses In Writing
Columbia University, New York,
begins its new courses in writing Sept.
24. The fees are moderate, and the
instructors notable, Apply for enroll-
ment to 116th Street and Broadway.

Choir "Boy" Fifty Years
Some notice recently was given in the
press to the choralling record of Wil-
liam A. O'Reilly, Lawrence, Mass., who
has sung carols in his choir each Christ-
mas for half a century,

"Rules of Life"

Swedenborg’s “Rules of Life,”
handsomely lettered on an illu-
minated wall card, blue and gold,
7 x 10, is now available again,
with mailing envelope.

ALSO

Markham's Swedenborg Poem

Similar to above, Red and gold.
The famous dedicatory poem be-
ginning with the majestic lines,
“Out of the north, the great seer
rose to scan, the genesis and des-
tiny of man.”

Purchase from your bookroom,
or send 15¢ for each direct to the
Swedenborg Foundation
51 East 42nd St, N. Y. 17, N. Y.
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What The New Church Teaches

Concerning God's Great Glory

Lord of Hosts

HAT [God is the Lord of Hosts] can be seen from this: that He is

the God of heaven and the God of earth; that He created the universe
so full of stars, which are so many suns, that they cannot be numbered,
and in it many systems and earths in these systems which in them exceed-
ing in number many hundred thousands; also that He alone preserves and
continually sustains these because He created them. Moreover, the Lord
of Hosts ercated not only natural worlds, but spiritual worlds above them,
and these He perpetually fills with angels and spirits to the number of
myriads and myriads. Under these, again, He has placed the hells, as
many in number as the heavens. And to every and each thing in the worlds
of nature and in the worlds above nature He alone gives life. . . . What
infinite power the Lord has is especially evident from this, that all who
come . . . from so many thousand earths in the universe, the Lord alone
receives, and by a thousand sceret ways of divine wisdom leads everyone
to the place of his life.—A4pocalypse Explained 726*

L ]

Glory and Majesty

¢¢ 7 LORY” in reference to the Lord signifies divine truth going forth
from Him, thus the Word such as it is in heaven; for that is light
to the angels, and by that light the Lord manifests His glory; for by
that light He gives intelligence and wisdom, and also presents before the
eyes of angels magnificent objects that glow with most precious things.
This is the signification of the Lord’s “glory” in the sense nearest to the
letter. But all these magnificent things, which seem to glow with gold
and precious stones in wonderful forms, are given by the Lord according
to the reception of divine truth that goes forth from Him, consequently
they appear to the angels in the exact measure of the wisdom that is in
them, for they are correspondences. But since angels have wisdom ac-
cording to their reception of Divine truth not only in doctrine but also
in life, “to give Him glory™ signifies to live according to Divine truth.—
Apocalypse Explained 874
L]
Dominion and Power
AND Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, (Gen. 14:21) signifies
the rule of the power of truth divine over hell . . . because all divine
power is through the truth which proceeds from the Lord. This created
all things, according to John 1:3: “All things were made by him [the
Word], and without Him was not anything made that was made.” “The
Word” denotes the Lord as to divine truth. By means of this all things
in heaven and in hell are set in order. From this also is all order on the
earth. All the miracles were wrought by means of it. In short, divine
truth has in it all power, insomuch that it is power itself. There are
some in the other life who are in truth in advance of others, and they are
in such power therefrom that they can pass through the hells without any
danger. They who are in the hells flee in every direction at their presence.
—Apocalypse Explained 8200

The Alpha and Omega
A E WHO is the First and the Last, is He who is, and who was, and who
is to come. This is also meant by Jehovah; for the name Jehovah
signifies is; and He who is, or who is Esse itself, the same is also He who
was, and is to come, for in Him the past and the future are present; hence
He is without time, eternal; and without place, infinite. This also is
acknowledged by the [orthodox] church in the doctrine of the trinity,
called Athanasian, in which are these words: “The Father is eternal and
infinite, the Son is eternal and infinite, and the Holy Spirit is eternal and
infinite, but yet there are not three eternals and infinites, but One”; that
this one is the Lord, is demonstrated in the work, The Doctrine of the New
Jerusalem Concerning the Lord.—Apocalypse Revealed 13
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Acceptability Of The
True Christian Religion

It is the experience of Convention’s
Bible Study School, in Paterson,
N. J., that one of the remarkable
outcomes of the work is that after
passing the Introductory Course sat-
isfactorily invariably the student
then takes to the offered course on
the True Christian Religion as
though it teaches what he always
believed.

This work is given to the student
in the form of the late Rev. Arthur
Wilde’s Digest, which, in the opinion
of the present writer, is one of the
most useful books in the Church, and
could well be used more extensively for
personal study and for missionary dis-
tribution.

Interestingly enough this little book
probably is the orthodox student’s in-
troduction to Swedenborg as he is not
mentioned, nor the New Church speci-
fically, in the Introductory Course, with
its nine examinations. Further it opens
with a biography and portrait of the
revelator.

The newcomer, still a member of one
of the 243 denominations of Christian-
ity, evidently sees nothing contrary to
Scripture, reason or what is in the
depth of his heart, in the principles
laid down in Swedenborg’s restatement
of what for ages has passed among the
majority as the Christian religion, with
its belief in Three Gods; acceptance of
the letter rather than the spirit of
Scripture; need only for faith as the
saving grace; resurrection of the phys-
ical body at some indeterminate date,
and the like.

No! Such throttling beliefs, still
widely held especially in the nation’s
smaller communities where most of the
school’s students reside, fade from these
good people’s minds like morning mists
before the rising sun, and they—many
hundreds of them over the years—ac-
cept the simple, appealing New-Church
verities concerning God, man and the
universe as though actually they always
had believed them as, in a sense, they
always had.—L. M.

"Best Sellers" Religious

Among the popular books of the day,
the “best sellers” continue to be reli-
gious books or of that nature, the Na-
tional Council of Churches research de-
partment finds, Current leading books
include Murrow's “This I Believe,”
and Peale’s “Power of Positive Think-
ing.” Of course, the new ‘“‘Revised
Standard Version” continues to be the
“best seller” in this generation.




For Our Younger Readers

Little Hugh In Heaven
By Mabel - Ruth Jackson

(This is another in the Little Hugh series written especially for Tne MEs-

seNGeER by Mrs. Jackson, a writer of stories for national magazines.

Previous

installments appeared Nov. 22, °47; Aug. 28, '48; May 21, ’49.)

Lirrre Huen, who had been tenderly led from an earthly bed of pain to
the Place of Eternal Life, opened his eyes slowly with a delicious sense of
comfort and well-being. He seemed to be lying on a low couch spread with a

silken, fragrant coverlet.

He closed his eyes again for a moment or two, then opened them once more.

Yes, it was real and no dream.
great pleasure.

His gaze wandered around the room with
It was spacious and airy with walls that were not clearly

defined. He had no sense of being shut in at all.
He heard the soothing sound of water lapping against shores in the distance

and presently a nearby bird burst into
ecstatic song. As Hugh listened de-
lightedly to its trills and soaring notes,
he felt as though the music was almost
a part of himself, too,

Then he saw his mother standing be-
side him. She was looking at him with
eves filled with love. My little son,”
she said.

Hugh drank in the sweetness and
tenderness of the beloved face and from
his swelling heart came the one word,
“Mother!”

Just one word, but it encompassed
volumes that Hugh's seven - year - old
intelligence could not express in whole
sentences. She understood. The long-
ing and loneliness that was now satis-
fied. The patient endurance that was
now rewarded.

“We shall never be separated again,
dear,” she said. “Your father and I
have been waiting for the time when
vou would come to us.”

Hugh gave a little sigh of happiness.
“I didn’t know that before,” he said.
“Aunt Allie told me you were in heaven
but she liked to have me there with her,
too. I think Aunt Allie will be lone-
some now.”

“Yes,” said his mother. “Aunt Allie
thinks she is very lonely. She feels
now she has nothing to live for, with
you gone from her. But there is still
work for her on earth. She has a lov-
ing heart and she will find someone who
needs her affection. That will give her
something to live for until it is time for
her to join us.”

“I'm glad,” said Hugh
“Mother, where is father?”

“He is away. God has sent him to
do some work for Him.”

“Oh,” said Hugh. He was silent a

simply.

moment. Then, “Have I been asleep,
mother?”” he asked. “Was it for a long
time ?"

“Time is not measured in heaven as
it is on earth, Hugh,” said his mother.
“You slept as long as was necessary.
Now I am going to take you on a little
excursion.”

“What's an excursion?” asked Hugh
eagerly, taking her hand.

“This one will be a walk to show you
just a small part of heaven,” said his
mother, smiling at him,

Hugh had never seen much of the
beauty of earth so he could make no
comparisons, but he was utterly en-
chanted with the loveliness and gran-
deur on every hand. He saw fields of
golden grain and vineyards with purple
grapes hanging on the vines. In a
forest of lofty trees where the leaves
whispered musically in a light breeze,
he spied little furry creatures scamper-
ing about, unafraid.

They came to a vast plain and here
were wild and domesticated animals
mingling together in friendship. Hugh
went close to a huge lion and looked
into his golden eyes. There was only
gentleness in them.

On other walks Hugh saw shining,
crystal rivers flowing along between
green banks where exquisite flowers of
many colors and kinds sprang up in
the midst of the grass. There was no
dried or dead vegetation anywhere.
The air was springlike, delicious in its
freshness and fragrance. Everything
seemed to be living joyously.

His mother showed him beautiful
homes, too, with park-like grounds sur-
rounding them. And always, there was
color and changing light. There were
people engaged in various activities.
He saw artists painting at easels, heard
singers. Sometimes there were groups
talking earnestly or laughingly, Chil-
dren in exquisitely hued garments
played on lawns and in parks.

“I have shown you a very small part
of heaven, Hugh dear,” his mother
said. “There will be always something
more that is strangely beautiful. Now
you are ready to go to school, as they
say on earth.”

“Oh yes, mother. The children told
me about how they learn from pictures.

Only they said the pictures were real
things.”

His mother nodded smilingly. “Learn-
ing is a delight here.”

At the place of instruction Hugh
found himself one of many other chil-
dren. They sat on a grassy plot while
events unfolded before their eyes in
many fascinating ways. They were not
pictures like those Hugh had seen in
books, but rather were suggestions or
ideas carried out delicately in a way
suited to immature minds.

Each one implanted or nourished an
understanding of truth, and desire and
love for all things good and pure.

There were instructors — women
angels who understood and loved chil-
dren particularly, Hugh’s mother was
one of them, to his great delight and
satisfaction.

Only a few portrayals were given at
a time and when they were finished,
Hugh found Bess and Oliver and Teddy
gathered around him, waiting for his
recognition.

“Oh!” he cried happily. “Oh, I'm so
glad to see you! Did you watch the
pictures, too?”

“I'm in the same class you are,
Hugh,” said Oliver, his dimples show-
ing as he smiled at Hugh. “Bess is
ahead of us and Teddy is just begin-
ning.”

“Dist beginin,” said Teddy, clasping
Hugh’s hand in his own chubby one.
“Come play hide-and-seek, Hugh."”

Hugh had never had a chance to play
games in his earthly life, but now he
entered joyously into the merry play,
running on light feet and laughing with
Bess and Oliver when Teddy didn't
wait to be found but called out, “Here
I Cigit

Nourished by the spiritual teachings
of divine love, Hugh grew in stature as
he matured in intelligence and wisdom.
He found there was constant activity
in heaven with no desire for idleness.
Although all angels were one with God,
yet each retained his individuality and
each busied himself in the occupation
to which he inclined and for which he
was best suited.

Hugh had a great sympathy for those
children on earth who are called “under-
privileged” and a longing to help them
learn to experience the unselfish glad-
ness and delight that flowed through his
own being from knowledge of Divine
truth. He was often sent to watch over
them and gently lead them away from
evil inclinations toward goodness and
happiness,

Hugh is an angel but he is still Hugh
and Aunt Allie will recognize him in-
stantly when she comes to join him in
their Heavenly Home. She will find
the same loving heart, perfected to
angelic wisdom through the Lord, his
Father.
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Associations Meet

Western Canada

July 12 and 13, the Western Canada
Conference of the New Jerusalem held
its biennial meeting, for the first time
in its history, on the west coast, in the
newly-constructed house of worship of
the Vancouver Society. The Conference
was organized in July 1907 at Herbert,
Saskatchewan, and meetings were held
for a time, annually, usually at Herbert
or at Rosthern, Sask.

With the expansion and development
of the west, and the consequent scatter-
ing of small New Church societies and
families, meetings began to be held in
Manitoba and Alberta. Never before
had there been a society in Vancouver
large enough to offer its hespitality.

With the majestic Rocky Mountains
at its back door, and the shining waters
of the Pacific at its front, Vancouver
was indeed a welcome place of meeting
for those who travelled from the prai-
ries over distances of 1,200 to 1,800
miles over and around rugged mountain
ranges.

In the beautiful little church, built
largely by the hands of its members,
with the name “New Jerusalem Chris-
tian Church” above its doors, a warm
welcome awaited those who had come to
this first west coast meeting of the Con-
ference.

The session was formally opened at
the Sunday morning service with a wel-
coming address by the resident pastor,
the Rev. John E. Zacharias, followed
by the Conference address by the Presi-
dent, the Rev. Henry Reddekopp. The
choir, with appropriate selections, added
to the beauty of the service.

Following a bountiful luncheon was
served by the ladies of the Vancouver
Society. This was not the last of their
hospitality, and they provided again
that evening, and two meals on Monday.

At the afternoon service the Rev.
Lloyd H. Edmiston, in retirement at
Tacoma, Wash., gave an inspiring ad-
dress, based on the 15th chapter of
John, in anticipation of the Holy Sup-
per which was to follow. The Rev.
John E. Zacharias conducted this ser-
vice, assisted by Mr. Edmiston, while
the Reverends Henry and Edwin Red-
dekopp administered the elements.

The evening service, conducted by
Erwin Reddekopp, included an address
by the former on discipleship, and also
a report on Convention. Mrs. Pauline
Bobbett, of Vancouver, gave a touching
demonstration in the sign language of
the hymn, “Nearer My God To Thee.”
The choir provided musical selections.

Monday’s meeting was opened with
worship and an address by the Rev.
Henry Reddekopp. Business sessions
followed, and the meeting adjourned in
the afternoon, after a brief devotional
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service and inspiring closing address by
the Rev. John Zacharias. g

In all, about 100 persons attended

the meeting of the Conference. A spirit
of good-will and fellowship pervaded
the informal gatherings of friends and
new acquaintances, as well as at the
more serious deliberations. By evening,
on Monday, the little white church was
empty, but the atmosphere was still
warm with the memories of what had
been. In a few brief hours New Church
history had been made.—E. D. R.

California

The Forty-fifth meeting of the Cali-
fornia Association was held Sept. 3-6
in the church of the Los Angeles So-
ciety, centering on the theme of “The
Chureh Unites Mankind,” as drawn
from John 17.

Opening with a meeting and dinner
of the board of directors at the home
of the John Quermann’s, Thursday eve-
ning, the session proper began next day
following luncheon, with Presiding
Minister Robert Loring Young in the
chair. The state League meeting, a
dinner and symposium in the evening

Essay on Editors

I don’t know how newspapers got
into the world and I don’t think God
does, for He never mentioned them
in the Bible. Maybe the editor was
one of the Fallen Angels, for he seems
to fall for about everything that
people tell him,

If the editor makes a mistake folks
say he ought to be hung; if a lawyer
makes a mistake he appeals the case;
when a doctor makes a mistake they
say nothing ’cause they don’t know
Latin, and they couldn’t read his
writing if they did.

When an editor makes a mistake
there’s also lots of hollering and a
libel suit; while when the doctor
makes one theres a funeral, with
flowers and crying and perfect si-
lence. .

A doctor can use a word a mile
long, and it don't make any differ-
ence if he knows what it means for
folks will think he’s educated; while
an editor has to be able to spell any
word he uses, and answer any ques-
tion he’s asked.

Two-thirds of the folks in town
are sore at the editor all the time,
either because the paper said some-
thing about them they don't like or
said something nice about somebody
else. — A schoolboy’s essay in the
Belleville, Kansas, Telescope.

(A prize to the first reader who re-
ports to the editor an error purposely
made in the above plaint—Ebiror.)

1.—

completed that day’s program. With

“ the Rev. John L. Boyer, Riverside, as

moderator the panel included Merle
Lundberg and the Reverends Knox,
Turley and Thomas Reed, a newly in-
terested student. Mr, Turley then offi-
ciated at a preparatory service for
Communion,

Saturday was occupied with a League
meeting at the home of the William
Smalls, with an outing at Long Beach.
A business session, woman’s alliance
meeting and luncheon led up the after-
noon program where there were group
visits to the Hall of Crucifixion Paint-
ing, a Planetarium lecture and barbecue
supper, at which Mrs. Dorothy Haven
presented a program of music,

The Association service was con-
ducted Sunday morning by Convention
President Franklin H. Blackmer, of
Cambridge, Mass., and after dinner the
Rev. Othmar Tobisch, San Francisco
pastor, led a conference on Religious
Education. Following, all attended a
special service at the Wayfarers’ Chapel
conducted by its minister Mr. Knox. A
buffet supper at the home of Mrs. Frank
Schellenberg, and a service of medita-
tion led by Mr. Tobisch concluded a
happy and useful annual meeting.

The committee in charge included,
Mr, and Mrs. Irving McCallum, Ken-
neth Hultgren, Mrs. J. Woodruff Saul,
Miss Cornelia Stevenson.
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The New
Social Approach

A community smaller or greater is
the neighbor because it is the collec-
tive man; and from this it follows that
ke who loves a community loves those
of whom the community consists; there-
fore, he who loves and acts rightly to-
wards a community consults the good
of each individual.—SwWEDENBORG, T'rue
Christian Religion 412.

V. — Business as a Christian Yocation

This title is borrowed from the head-
ing of a study in Information Service,
May 23, 1953 (National Council of
Churches). The study consists mainly
of comments on two recent books: So-
cial Responsibilities of the Business-
man. Howard R. Bowen (Harpers'),
and Religion and FEconomic Responsi-
bility, W. G. Muelder  (Scribner).

We are aware of the traditional di-
stinction between “sacred” and “secu-
lar” professions. ‘A man who entered
the ministry did sc under impulsion of
what he felt to be a divine “call”
Choice of a business career was usua]]v
a matter of sheer preference.”

Swedenborg was ‘perhaps the pioneer
among re]igi()us teachers in questioning
the validity of this age-long cleavage
between sacred and secular as applied
to legitimate daily occupation. When
Swedenborg declared that Christian
life centers in one's daily employment,
when he taught that the way to heaven
consists in “locking to the ILord” and
acting sincerely and justly in the daily
work, he thereby stamped every honor-
able profcsz,lon as a truly Christian ac-
tivity.

The citations from Dr. Bowen’s book
reveal discussions of the ethies invelved
in distributions of income, advertising
and selling, and relations with the gov-
ernment and the public. Included in
the Bowen book is an “ethical eritique”
by Dr. F. Ernest Johnson. Dr. John-
son’s conclusion is, “The central imper-
ative of * Christian vocation for the

Home Bible Courses

SimpLE, INsTRUcTIVE Courses for
every -student of the Bible, The
Introductory Course explains its
deep purpose and relationship to
daily life, how it was formed, and
why a better understanding of it
helps you to meet today’s spiritual
problems. Two  other advanced
courses complete the work.

TOTAL COST $5.00 INCLUDES

Textbooks, all lupgliu. regular examinations,
_ engraved certificate upon completion.
You mayv enroll, at once, sending $1.00 in
advance, or simply -request Prospectus.

The Bible Study School

380 Van Houten St., Paterson 1, N. J.

American businessman would seem self-
evident: to make business and industry
in America a consistent expression not
merely of our inventiveness and energy,
and our shrewdness, but of a resolute
purpose to bring all our economic life
increasingly under the discipline of the
Chrlstlan conscience.’

Dr, Muelder, the second writer under
review, makes a distinction between
property for use and property for
power “with no limit to the power men
can express.” Naturally, he favors the
“property for wuse” concept. Dr.
Muelder looks to the ‘“‘ecumenical
church” (worldwide) to enlist Chris-
tians in an “awareness of that ultimate
meaning which unites the dignity of

. the person with the actualization of

genuine community.”
Needless to say, all this should be

highly encouraging to New-Churchmen.
Tt means, for one thing, that when Swe-
denborg emphasized the sacredness of
the daily occupation, he was not merely
voicing a fine concept which may have
been startlingly new in his 18th cen-
tury, he was forecasting a coming de-
velopment in modern religious thinking
and action.

How could it be otherwise in the light
of all this present day increasing con-
victicn that one’s business is a sacred
vocation instead of just a lucrative job?

In the daily round, it means that each
day is one more pilgrimage towards the
sunrise of heavenly consummation. It
means augmented opportunities to co-
operate in the social task of making the
daily edifice a veritable House of God.
—FEarr C. HamirTon.

: Tales Of "Green Tea"

In a story called “Green Tea,” in
an anthology of “Great Tales of Ter-
ror,” (Wise and Fraser, Random
House, N. Y.), two pages are devoted
to a problem growing out of a subject
dealt with in certain passages of the
Arcana Coelestia with which the prin-
cipal character in the tale evidently is
well acquainted. “Swedenborg is found
in unexpected places,' has become a
commonplace

Mos’r Popular Poems

In a contest sponsored by The
Pleasures of Publishing, sprightly
monthly of the Columbia University
Press, N. Y., seeking to learn which was
the most popular poem ordinarily
chosen for anthologies, Wordsworth's
“Daffodils” led the list.
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Published by the

New Church Book Center
2129 Chestnut Street

: Philadelphia 3, Pa.

Christian Advance

Some idea of the advance of Chris-
tianity in Japan may be seen from
figures issued by the Pocket Testament
League which show that until April 30
its distribution had totalled more than
ten millions Gospels and complete tes-
taments.

Lutheran Selected

In the naming by President Eisen-
hower of the Rev. Dr. Joseph Simon-
son, Lutheran executive secretary of
Public Relations, as Ambassador to
Ethiopia, the first clergvman of that
denomination has been chosen for an
diplomatic post.

Kansas Association Meets

The annual meeting of the Kansas
Association will this year meet in the
church of the Pretty Prairie Society,
October 18. Convention President Rev,
Franklin Henry Blackmer will attend.
The Rev, Eric Zacharias is the local
minister.

"March of Freedom"
Initiated by the National Association
of Evangelicals, President Eisenhower
has signed a “Declaration” starting a
vear-long “March of Freedom” to em-

phasize that “freedom depends upon a
faith in God.”

Board nf Missions

T HE needs and opportunities which
continually we are called upon to
meet always exceed the extent of our

resources. Please help us to help.

Bifr. Srenpeepet = it President
PaiLir M. ALDEN . ., Vice-President
CresTER T. Coox . .. ... Treasurer

17 Bartlett Ave., Arlington, Mass.

LesLIE MARSHALL . General Secretary
380 Van Houten St. Paterson 1, N. J.
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LETTERS i EDITOR

Repetitions in the Spiritual Sense
To the Epiror:

There is one thought on the reason
for the many repetitions in our church
writings which has not vet been brought
out in Tur MEsSENGER.

It is because there are repetitions
in the internal senses that Swedenborg
must repeat many things in revealing
those senses.

There are places in his works where
perhaps he got tired of repeating so
much, so he refers the reader to lists
of paragraphs previously written deal-
ing with the same truths,

In the inmost sense, which treats of
the Lord alone, His conquests and His
victories are told and retold using dif-
ferent representatives as the story is
unfolded for us in the literal sense, ac-
commodated to our reception of it in a
material world.

Likewise in the internal sense repre-
sentatives vary as the truth is unfolded.
In each verse of Scripture there is so
much in the internal senses that it could
not all be written down in a human
tongue. If all could be so written there
would be many more of the so called
repetitions.

Avice Perny Van Boven,
Redlands, Calif.
L
Disastrous or Beneficial?

To the Eprror:

With regard to the Rev. Leon C. Le
Van’s letter in your issue of August 22,
it seems to me his anxieties stem from
the fact he identifies the religious cor-
poration known as the General Conven-
tion of the New Jerusalem in the Uni-
ted States of America, incorporated in
the State of Illinois in 1861 as the
Lord’s New Church, signified in Reve-
lation as the Holy City, New Jerusa-
lem.

This always fatal error causes him
to worry that a possible admission of
our corporation, to the National Coun-
cil of the Churches of Christ, another

Jhe Augmentation
Fund

If you wish New Church min-
isters to be supported, help the
Augmentation Fund.

If you wish young men to be
prepared for New Church ministry,
help the Augmentation Fund.

CoL. WINTHROP SARGENT
Chairman
PauL SPERRY
Secretary
ALBERT P. CARTER
Treasurer
511 Barristers Hall, Boston 8, Mass.

corporate body, will be “disastrous” for
the New Church. How can that be?

The Lord’s New Church is a spiritual
movement, a descending of a new
heaven to a new earth, and is not in-
fluenced by the joining or not joining
of legal corporations.

The revelator himself, as any one can
see from reading his ideas about this
spiritual, celestial, and primarily divine
movement of rejuvenation of the Chris-
tion Church on earth, never even
thought of a corporation, known as the
Church of the New Jerusalem. This
is man’s work. “My thoughts, are not
your thoughts, saith the Lord.”

I do not think that any member of
Convention should get excited about the
decision reached in Cincinnati that we
apply for admission in a federation of
corporations, for good external pur-
poses.

Orumar TosiscH.
San Francisco, Calif,

Eprror’s Norte: Interestingly, the
discussion and action at Cincinnati in
June, and the Letters since, almost ex-
actly duplicate what occurred at Brock-
ton in 192} in respect to application to
the present National Council’s prede-
cessor the Federal Council.

Births, Baptisms, Marriages, Memorials

BIRTHS
Nicor.— Born to Mr. and Mrs.
Charles Spiers (Audrey Baker) Nicol,
Paterson Society members, a second
daughter August 30, Deborah Ann, at
the General Hospital.
[ ]

KrasseN.—A son, James Elwood,
was born to Mr. and Mrs. Edword E.
Klassen, No. Battlefield, Sask., June 26.
The paternal grandparents are the A.
H. Klassens of Saskatoon.

L]

Raymonp.—Born to Mr, and Mrs.
Jack Raymond, Edmonton, Alb., a son
June 2, David Glenn.

BAPTIZED

WoorenpeN. — Jane Louise, infant
daughter of the Rev. and Mrs. William
Ross Woofenden, New York minister
and wife, was baptized in the church
of the Fryeburg, Me., Society, Sunday,
Aug. 24, by her grandfather, the Rev.
Louis A. Dole, in the course of the
Fryeburg Summer School three-week
assembly. .

Frizzerr.—Lynn Patrick, infant son
of Mr. and Mrs. Donald Frizzell, of
the Sunnyslope, Alb., Society was bap-
tized in the church there July 19, by the
Rev. Erwin D, Reddekopp, missionary
pastor of the Province.

MARRIED

GEeoraGE - Spiers. — Mr. and Mrs.

“Help From the Lord”’
Booklet Reprinted

As the result of continuous re-
quests this remarkable compilation
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each day of the month is again
available. '
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Tomas H. Spiers, Orange Society, now
residing in Tokyo, announce the mar-
riage August 29, of their daughter
Blanca Roseanne to Henry P. George,
of New London, Conn. The couple is
now at home at 1012 E. Adams St.,
Syracuse, N. Y.

IN MEMORIAM

Roeinson.—Harry J. S. Robinson,
75 years of age, passed into the higher
life June 26 in an Edmonton hospital.
Born in London, England, Mr. Robin-
son became early acquainted with and
a member of the New Church at the
Camden Road Society, being married
there May 27, 1912. He came to Can-
ada with his bride and soon took up
permanent residence in Edmonton, Al-
berta. He joined the city staff as an
auditor, becoming assistant city comp-
troller, remaining in that position until
his retirement in 1946. For some
months before his passing he had again
been assisting in the civic offices. Mr.
Robinson was one of the earliest mem-
bers of the Edmonton Society, and was
active in its organization, serving for
some time as president. The church
misses him sorely—he and Mrs. Robin-
son were always to the fore when any-
thing was needed for its good. The
resurrection service, in the absence of a
New Church minister, was held at How-
ard and McBride Chapel with the Rev.
L. M. Watts officiating, assisted by
Canon W. M. Nainby, both of the
Anglican Church. Interment took
place in the Westlawn Memorial Park
Cemetery, Edmonton. Mr. Robinson is
survived by his wife, a son Eric, of Ot-
towa, a daughter, Mrs. Lillian Beschell
of Edmonton, and five grandsons.

®

LawrencE—Lawrence, Mrs, Myrtie
E. 86, of Rutland, Vt., passed into the
spiritual world Aug. 19. She was born
in Ludlow, February 8, 1867. The
funeral services and burial were held
there, the Rev. Norman Q. Goddard,
D.D., officiating.—E. D. R.
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THOSE OBSCURE BIBLE PASSAGES

Tue question as To whether there is
an internal sense hidden within the lit-
eral wording of Scripture, is one con-
cerning which its readers could give
reasonable thought.

It is easy to say “I believe in the
Bible from cover to cover,” but is it
not also true that there are hundreds
of passages, particularly in the Old
Testament, that even the most serious
student just cannot clearly understand
if taken literally?

Emanuel Swedenborg in the six vol-
umes of his Apocalypse Eaplained lists
a great number of these difficult verses,
giving their revealed meaning which he
solemnly affirms was disclosed to him
by the Lord Himself." -

He reveals that just as all created
things, which owe their form and life
to a spiritual, divine source, are clothed
in some natural protective covering, so
even much of the actual Word of God,
to avoid profanation by the enemies of
good and truth, and by those not yet
prepared, is in our day so hidden by
the literal sense, that seemingly only
a spiritual meaning can explain it.

That Swedenborg is believed by his
followers to be qualified to know if the
Word contains an inner sense is not
unreasonable. Undoubtedly he is the
only Christian since our Lord’s time
who has claimed almost daily revela-
tions from the spiritual world, during
a period of seventeen yvears.

Before his passing in 1772, at the
age of 84, he had written at least 287
books covering marvelous deductions in
engineering, science, philosophy, psy-
chology and particularly theology.

As a nobleman he was acknowledged
by his peers to be a man of outstand-
ing integrity, His last 85 volumes,
dealing exclusively with religious sub-
jects, including the world of the spirit,
were his crowning achievement, for his
chief aim in life was to discover facts
concerning God, life and eternity that
would comfort and enlighten a confused
humanity.

In his “Apocalypse Explained” Swe-
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denborg has revealed much proof that
in Old Testament times, words and
phrases were used which had a spir-
itual correspondence with heavenly
things. Everything in nature, accord-
ing to the most ancient people, had a
definite use and meaning. This knowl-
edge, known as the Language of Cor-
respondences, was to them a source of
wisdom and satisfaction.

The hieroglyphics of Egypt now are
believed to be the only remaining sym-
bols reminiscent of that age when man-
kind looked only to Geod for guidance.
For that reason it was called the Golden
Age. Regardless of how difficult it may
be to comprehend certain passages, the
printing of the Word as we have it is
correct in every detail. The difficulty
lies purely with us in not understand-
ing their spiritual meaning. :

Swedenborg, especially proves that
the Lord is indeed a God of love and
great mercy. His all-knowing, all-
powerful presence enables Him to be
conscious of the well-being of every
man, woman and child, for whose com-
fort and sustenance all things were
planned.

Humanity has daily proof of the un-
changing love, power and constancy of
our Creator in the sun of our world.
Throughout many thousands of years
that masterpiece of God has never
failed in size, light, heat and the abil-
ity to serve mankind in helping to pro-
duce the food, clothing, housing and
other essentials so necessary in our
earthly life.

Swedenborg also explains that just
as our natural sun fulfills these earthly
requirements, so the Sun of heaven,
with its spiritnal heat and light, pro-
vides in the form of love and wisdom,
not only the life of mortals but to all
who have passed into eternity.

There are so many wonderful things
described by Swedenborg concerning
the world of spirits that it seems unfair
to mention any of them briefly without
the accompanying details, but one great
blessing that brings joy to the hearts
of all aged is that heavenly life permits
everyone to regain their youth,

GOWNS
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Hereafter we gradually receive the
glow of returning strength, and in due
time a vitality and beauty in appear-
ance that far transcends anything we
have known in the world, This re-
juvenation is shared there by all who
have passed the age of maturity, thus
all in heaven enjoy the happiness of
maximum ability and health.

As “In the beginning God made them
male and female” and essential to the
well being of each other, so as man,
woman or child one enters the world of
spirits. The spiritual body, complete
in every respect and clothed, is so like
the one discarded that one has to he
told they are no longer mortal.

Swedenborg definitely asserts that
the happiest form of true marriage love
exists between the sexes in heaven and
that under the direction and blessing
of God it constantly increases through-
out eternity.

Married pairs live in beautiful gar-
den-surrounded homes, magnificent in
accordance with the nature and impor-
tance of the service they are privileged
to render. As all in the spiritual world
are fed, clothed and housed by Provi-
dence the angels esteem it a privilege
to engage in any service that each can
accomplish most efficiently.

There are duties, employments and
responsibilities of all sorts in heaven
to employ the mind, time and talents
of all, also governmental, executive and
administrative offices innumerable to
supervise the activities of such a vast
realm, but as all in heaven are there
because they have already learned to
love God and their fellow man, a most
comforting desire for peace and justice
prevails,

In the brighter light of the spiritual
sense, Scripture passages which have
caused dissension, and are hard to com-
prehend, the “Apocalypse Explained”
now makes clear. The best way prob-
ably to illustrate this is to cite some of
the statements made by Swedenborg
during the last seventeen years of his
life, during which time he has stated
he wrote only under divine guidance and
was in almost daily contact with angels

(Next page please)

NEIGHBORHOOD HOUSE
ASSOCIATION

This New Church Association (incor-
porated in 1907), is planning to develop
new activities, probably in the Boston area.
Our former work in Lynn has been taken
over by a group in that city chartered in
1947 as Gregg Neighborhood House Asso-
ciation, Inc. We are contributing to this
work.

EDWINA WARREN WISE, President,
WILLIAM C. MORGAN, Treassrer,
27 Whitecomb St., Belmont 79, Mass.
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and spirits with whom he discussed
these matters.
The following statements are doubt-
less the most often questioned for they
have recurred to the minds of all of us
without any definite answer as to just
what is the truth.
what Swedenborg has written concern-
ing these subjects:

There is but one God and He is the
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
The Father is the soul of our Lord
and the Holy Spirit His ineffable
spiritual power.

The Second Coming is not a physi-
eal appearance, but the spiritual
conjunction of God with man when
He is sincerely sought and regen-
eration desired.

The world will not be destroyed. It
is the evils in it that are meant.
If believed literally it would entail
the death of millions of God’s chil-
dren for whom His human died.
When suffering on the cross the
Lord thus prayed for the lives of
even His murderers: “Father for-
give them, they know not what
they do.” In our age the people
are still confused. God cannot
change. He is the same “yester-
day, to-day and forever” and still
merciful.

God does not afflict His children.
On the contrary He gives us life,
ideas, love, good, truth and cer-
tainly health. He spent most of
his days on earth healing the sick.
It is man that brings pain and
disease on himself by the life he
lives. He tacitly invites evils by
indulging in sin and excesses.
God does not consign souls to Hell.
Just as man’s affections determine
his character in the world, so they
likewise decide his destiny in eter-

This is therefor

nity. It is what a man loves that
becomes his life. Man therefore
himself selects his ultimate fate in
living the kind of life he loves or
craves.
Both in this natural world and
after he leaves it, man’s soul di-
rects his life from his spiritual
body. His earthly body but clothes
and serves him. Nothing that is
material can be seen in the Spirit-
ual World.
“This day shalt thou be with me in
Paradise.” Human life is unbroken
and unending. The immortal soul
and spiritual body of man is resur-
rected in the World of Spirits
within three days and with re-
stored confidence he continues his
life in that body.
Resurrection of the earthly body,
later, is a misconception. It is his
spiritual boedy in which man con-
tinues to live and as all spirits and
creations of that world are com-
posed of an infinitely superior, liv-
ing, spiritual substance, a compo-
sition known only to God, there is
no further need for those earthly
coverings that clothes all life in the
world. From all of the above one
can clearly see that the spiritual
body of man is all important. It
is one’s spiritual self that God
planned before our conception,
created, loves and constantly sus-
tains with life, both here and
through eternity.

It will be noted from these revela-
tions by Swedenborg that the spiritual
sense implies that our Creator is much
more merciful than the literal sense
would seem to indicate. Certainly this
is what all mankind hopes and it agrees
with the Lord’s life and teaching when
in the world.

The Prophet of the North’s revela-
tions could therefor reasonably be the
silver lining that will dissipate those

GOD'S WONDROUS INFINITY

3

sion and its spaciousness,

N RELATION to spaces God’s infinity is called immensity, because
“immense” is a term applied to what is great and large, and to exten-
But in relation to times God’s infinity is called

cternity, because “to eternity” is an expression applied to what is progres-
sive, which is measured by time without limit. . . . Also immensity means
His divinity in respect to love, and eternity His divinity in respect to

and such conceptions then follow.

This is because angels abstract space and time from divinity,
But as man can think only from ideas

drawn from such things as belong to space and time, he is unable to form
any conception of God’s immensity antecedent to space, or His eternity
antecedent to time; and when he secks to do this it is as if his mind were
falling into a swoon; and if one persists in penetrating further into the
subject, he may easily fall into a delirium, and from this be led into a
denial of God.—T'rue Christian Religion 31',*
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clouds in the literal sense and give us
the truth we all need. — Ber~arp E.
ScRIVEN

(Mr. Scriven is a New York business
man, long a student of our teachings.)

Wedding Shower

The Women's Auxiliary of the Kitch-
ener, Ont., Society was hostess at a
shower given for Miss Frances Rother-
mael, former editor of The League
Journal, who was married Sept. 12. We
hope to publish a complete report on
that happy event in our next issue.

Money For Your Treasury

OVER 1,500,000
SUNFLOWER DISH CLOTHES
Were sold in 1952 by members of Suda‘y
Schools, Ladies’ Aids, Young People's
Groups, etc. They enable you to earm
money for your treasury, and make friends

for your organiration.

Somple Frzx to am Official

SANGAMON MILLS
Established 1915 Cohoes, N. Y.

THE SOWER

! Sunday School Lesson Helps
MemoriaL Eprtion

» Complete in six volumes  $10.50
Separate volumes — each $1.75

_o_

MASSACHUSETTS
NEW CHURCH UNION
134 Bowdoin St., Boston 8, Mass.

TP

e

PR W W W RN NN e e
-

At B A B B s s s A A A A S A s s s s s

B e e e e

B "

Fiiiiii—iiiiiiiiiiiiiii:!::E:ti-i':i:

PERRY
KINDERGARTEN NORMAL
SCHOOL

ESTABLISHED 1898

Students upon graduation at the
end of three years’ training are pre-
pared for teaching in nursery school,
kindergarten and primary grades.

Graduates while continuing to
hold winter teaching positions may
obtain their B.S. degree in Educa-
tion through College credits allowed
and attendance at College summer
school sessions.

Send for catalog.

Mrs. H. H. Jones, Principasl
F. GARDINER PERRY, Monager

815 Boylston Street, Room M,
Boston 16, Mass.
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