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HIS SHINING FACE: MOSES CAME 
DOWN WITH POWER FROM ON HIGH 
by Antony Regamey 

And when he came down from the mount, Moses 
wist not that the skin of his face shone. . . . 

3T I S said t h a t when da Y i n c i had n e a r l y com­
pleted his g r e a t p a i n t i n g of T h e L a s t Supper a 

f r i e n d came t o see i t . 
A t once the v i s i t o r began t o admire and praise the 

delicate p e r f e c t i o n and the br i l l iance of the silver 
chalice, near the center o f the p i c t u r e . 

H e h a d n o t finished speaking , however, when the 
a r t i s t t o o k his b rush and p a i n t e d out the C u p . H e 
f e l t t h a t he had f a i l e d , as l o n g as any d e t a i l i n his 
compos i t ion drew a t t e n t i o n away f r o m the c e n t r a l 
figure. 

T i m e and dampness have now damaged this won­
d e r f u l w o r k of a r t beyond reca l l . A n o r i g i n a l sketch 
of the face of our Savior s t i l l exists , reveal ing w h a t 
h a u n t i n g beauty , w h a t tender grace and g a l l a n t sad­
ness da V i n c i saw i n H i s countenance. 

Y e t , w h a t p a i n t e r has ever been able t o represent 
the L o r d i n a manner w h o l l y s a t i s f a c t o r y to himself 
and t o men, f o r a l l t ime? 

Indeed , is i t n o t f o r th i s reason t h a t , t h r o u g h the 
centuries , pa i n t e r s have placed an aureole of l i g h t 
about the M a s t e r ' s h e a d ; o r , even more f o r m a l l y , a 
c i rc le , a h a l o ; as they have done also above the heads 
of the saints? 

T h a t halo is , v i r t u a l l y , a confession of f a i l u r e . I t 
tells us t h a t , despite the i r best e f for ts , most pa inters 
f e l t t h a t they could n o t include i n t h e i r p o r t r a i t s a l l 
t h a t ought to be there. I t stands f o r a n inner r a d i ­
ance which refuses t o submit t o p a i n t b r u s h and 
p i g m e n t . 

B u t t h a t radiance is very rea l , f o r a l l t h a t . T h e 
s p i r i t a lways shines t h r o u g h the face and breaks 
t h r o u g h . T h e r e is a sphere, an a u r a , about every­
one which a l l who are sensitive enough can perceive 
even i f i t s meaning cannot always be set down on 
canvas. 

N e i t h e r can i t be p u t easily i n t o words. One of 
the earl iest notices of i t i n the Bib le is i n the s t o r y 
behind our t e x t , sometimes cal led, " T h e T r a n s f i g u r a ­
t i o n of Moses . " T h e r e wc are t o l d i n r a t h e r q u a i n t 
fashion t h a t when Moses "came down f r o m the 
m o u n t " he was n o t aware t h a t " t h e skin of his face 
was s h i n i n g . " 

Moses had spent f o r t y days on S i n a i where f o r the 
second t ime God h a d d irected h i m t o w r i t e his basic 
laws f o r h u m a n l i f e on tablets of stone. I n the 
course o f t h a t experience he had desired t o see God . 
T h o u g h th i s had not been possible, s t i l l , h idden i n 
the c left of a r o c k , he h a d f e l t " t h e g l o r y of the L o r d 
pass ing b y " and sensed his near presence. 

A t the same t i m e , as i f i t were a t r a n s l a t i o n of 
w h a t he was g iven t o perceive, he heard a voice, p r o ­
c l a i m i n g , " T h e L o r d , the L o r d G o d , m e r c i f u l and 
grac ious , l o n g su f fer ing and a b u n d a n t i n goodness 

and t r u t h ; keeping mercy f o r thousands ; f o r g i v i n g 
i n i q u i t y and transgress ion and sin . . . and t h a t w i l l 
b y no means clear the g u i l t y . " 

N o m a t t e r how legendary i n de ta i l th i s m a y b e ; 
no m a t t e r how d r a m a t i z e d and g lamor ized i n the 
ancient records, we have no reason t o believe t h a t 
behind the s t o r y there was n o t a genuine s p i r i t u a l 
experience. 

M o r e o v e r , i f d iv ine g l o r y is n o t a p h y s i c a l sub­
stance w h i c h , l ike a phosphorescent s p r a y could 
leave behind i tse l f a c o a t i n g on the sk in o f a m a n , 
ne i ther are the o u t w a r d effects the sensing of i t m a y 
induce on one's f a c i a l appearance, u n k n o w n t o us 
even a t th i s d a y . 

N o one t o whom G o d is r e a l ; no one who deeply 
feels his presence w i t h i n , and lives b y i t , is able t o 
hide i t f r o m his fel low-men a l together . J u s t as there 
is a g low t h a t l ingers i n the h e a r t of a lover who 
t h i n k s of his beloved, so j o y , peace, sereni ty , k i n d ­
liness and u n d e r s t a n d i n g can also be seen on the 
countenance of those who l ive i n communion w i t h the 
L o r d . 

T h i s , t h e n , is the f u n d a m e n t a l f a c t behind our 
t e x t . As Moses r e t u r n e d t o the camp, empowered by 
his experience on the c r a g g y , f o r b i d d i n g summit of 
H o r e b , the people seemed t o see gleams of unwonted 
l i g h t about his face. W h a t t h e y p r o b a b l y d i d n o t 
know was t h a t th i s l i g h t came f r o m w i t h i n . Even 
so, t h a t h o l y splendor was so s t r o n g t h a t , as the 
s t o r y goes, they were too awed t o a p p r o a c h h i m . 

Moses, there fore , " p u t a ve i l on his face . " W h e n 
he communed w i t h God , "he t o o k the vei l o f f . " B u t 
when t a l k i n g t o the people on God's behalf , he " p u t 
i t on a g a i n . " Does this n o t suggest t h a t i t is a p a r t 
o f our experience t h a t while we l ive i n th i s w o r l d the 
g l o r y of the d iv ine , and t h a t of l i fe 's a b i d i n g r e a l i ­
t ies, are hidden f r o m us, and as i t were " b e h i n d a 
ve i l " ? 

Y e t , the saddest t r a g e d y t h a t can happen t o a n y ­
one is t o lose one's sense of G o d , and of those e terna l 
values which alone make l i f e g l o r i ous . T h a n t h i s , 
n o t h i n g is sadder, except perhaps n o t t o sense one's 
own need of God i n the first place. F o r , w h a t is l i f e 
b u t darkness t o those who w i l l no t t r u s t beyond the 
witness of t h e i r senses, o r t h a t of t h e i r phys i ca l 
knowledge o f nature? 

" I counsel thee t o b u y eye salve t o ano in t th ine 
eyes t h a t t h o u mayest see," said our g lor i f i ed L o r d 
t o those o f Laodicea (Rev. 3 ) . T h e y t h o u g h t t h a t 
they were r i c h and i n need o f n o t h i n g , and d i d n o t 
know they were " w r e t c h e d , miserable, p o o r , b l i n d and 
n a k e d . " "Open the eyes of the y o u n g m a n , t h a t he 
m a y see," p r a y e d E l i s h a t o the L o r d . A n d the eyes 
o f his servant were opened, and he beheld the m o u n ­
t a i n " f u l l o f horses and char iots r o u n d about t h e m . " 

H e knew t h a t t h e y were n o t a lone ; t h a t , they who 
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were w i t h them were more t h a n they who were against 
them. A r e we n o t citizens of two worlds? A r e we 
not b o r n t o transcend ourselves? B e y o n d a l l t h a t is 
visible, arc wc not able t o perceive forces and a pres ­
ence s t i l l more deeply interfused? 

J o h n , i n Revelation, saw " a n angel s t a n d i n g i n the 
s u n . " D o y o u see a halo on the w o r l d o f n a t u r e ? 
A r e a m o u n t a i n , a tree, or even the humblest flower 
t o y o u , n o t h i n g more? B e h i n d the d a i l y l oa f of 
bread f o r which you do no t t r o u b l e to give t h a n k s , 
do y o u sometimes visualize the flour and g r a i n , the 
sun and r a i n , the labor and f a i t h of the f a r m e r and 
the heavenly F a t h e r ' s love and care? D o y o u s ing 
w i t h M r s . B r o w n i n g , " E a r t h ' s crammed w i t h heaven 
and every common bush afire w i t h God"? 

D o y o u sec a halo on t h a t o ther reve lat ion of God , 
H i s holy W o r d ? O r , as Moses, whose very name is 
given to an essential p a r t of i t , is i t veiled before 
you? So t h a t in i t y o u perceive no deeper meaning, 
n o t h i n g t h a t m i g h t no t be f ound i n a p u r e l y h u m a n 
book? 

Y e t , w h a t treasures beyond a l l dreams, w h a t 
glories unspeakable are contained i n i t f o r those 
who, w i t h the Psa lmis t , have learned t o p r a y , "Open 
t h o u mine eyes t h a t I may behold wondrous things 
out of t h y L a w ! " W h a t c o m f o r t when in t r o u b l e 
and s o r r o w ; w h a t enl ightenment when in darkness, 
or doubt , or t e m p t a t i o n ; w h a t hope, what t r u s t i n 
the realit ies t h a t abide, what inner peace, when life 's 
very foundat ions seem t o c r u m b l e ; w h a t s t r e n g t h i n 
the companionship of the unseen and in being able 
t o lean on the l o v i n g s u p p o r t of the L o r d ' s ever­
l a s t i n g a r m s ! 

D o y o u see a ha lo on y o u r employment , on the 
everyday r o u t i n e of y o u r d a i l y task? I s i t a mere 
h a n d - t o - m o u t h existence t o slave f o r , or is i t suf ­
fused w i t h the vis ion of service to y o u r fel lowmen, 
the j o y of thus b r i n g i n g greater c o m f o r t and h a p p i ­
ness to others , and of expressing as f u l l y as can be 
the skil ls and ta lents which are y o u r s , and the love 
of God and f r o m God which fills y o u r h e a r t and l i fe? 

D o y o u see a halo on y o u r h u m a n re lat ionships , on 
y o u r f a m i l y , on y o u r f r iendships , on y o u r com-
m u n i t y , e n l a r g i n g hence t i l l i t takes i n al l h u m a n i t y ? 
E v e n on those of y o u r fellow-men who m a y seem most 
unlovely and unloveable? D o y o u see the angel i n 
t h e m , beyond w h a t they appear t o be, even as 
M i c h a e l Ange lo saw an angel i n a r o u g h block of 
marb le and set f o r t h t o the task of l i b e r a t i n g him? 
D o you t r y to love men as God H i m s e l f loves them, 
no t on ly f o r w h a t they are , bu t f o r what they may 
become? 

D o you see the halo on yourse l f ? T h e angel in 
y o u r own bet ter n a t u r e ? D o y o u feel the divine 
s p a r k of God's presence and love, deep down i n y o u r 
own h e a r t , s t r u g g l i n g t o k ind le y o u r whole being 
i n t o a l i v i n g flame? T o fashion y o u r charac ter as 
i t is meant to become? T h e image and likeness of 
the G o d - M a n , the L o r d , our Sav ior , Jesus Chr i s t ? 

These heavenly possibi l i t ies , even t o us who know 
of them, are " v e i l e d , " indeed, most o f the t ime. W e 
stand i n awe o f t h e m , so firmly and b l i n d l y do we 
a l low ourselves t o be engrossed i n the cares o f the 
body and o f the senses, and the demands and en­
tanglements of our secular p u r s u i t s . 

Y e t , a l l t h i s , t o w h a t end? W h a t is the meaning 
of i t a l l and the purpose of our l i fe? A r e we not 
called t o become our own Moses, every one? Should 
not our l ead ing motive be t o l e a r n , under the g u i d ­
ance of the L o r d , the laws of the t r u e l i fe? T h a t , 
delivered f r o m slavery to our lower n a t u r e , we may 
be led t o our " l a n d of promise"? 

I s no t the radiance of t h a t l i f e — a face f r o m which 
the g l o r y of the L o r d , the " a b u n d a n t goodness and 
t r u t h " of our " l o n g su f f e r ing , merc i fu l and g r a c i o u s " 
Sav ior are s h i n i n g — t h e goa l t o which we should 
move, and t h a t which should result f r o m our c u l t i v a ­
t i o n of his presence? 

I f we have made a beg inning of a l l t h i s ; i f , in our 
s t rugg le , we have been given s t r e n g t h to overcome, 
enl ightenment t o see our way and love to share, then 
we should have no d i f f i cu l ty in seeing the halo on 
Jesus. 

A s we reca l l H i s T r a n s f i g u r a t i o n , j u s t as H i s f o l ­
lowers saw H i m in the l i g h t and g l o r y of H i s divine 
h u m a n i t y ; j u s t as they saw, on the m o u n t , the divine 
which dwelt i n H i m sh in ing f o r t h f r o m H i s coun­
tenance, so we know t h a t i n H i m God f ound at last 
H i s way t o us. 

W e know i t because wc a lready live by the exper i ­
ence t h a t H i s is the power t o change and t r a n s f o r m 
and t rans f igure our n a t u r e . As i t was i n the case 
of Moses, we know too t h a t , now as we t u r n to H i m , 
the veil has been l i f t e d and we can t a l k w i t h H i m 
"face to face and as a f r i e n d to his f r i e n d . " 

M i n d f u l of our l i m i t a t i o n s and sinfulness, s t i l l we 
can worsh ip H i m as a G o d personal , w a r m , close, and 
f r i e n d l y , W h o because of H i s k i n s h i p w i t h us under­
stands us and is sensitive t o our needs. " W e beheld 
his g l o r y . " L i k e da V i n c i and his p a i n t i n g , there ­
fore , we cannot allow any deta i l to d r a w away our 
a t t e n t i o n f r o m H i m as the c e n t r a l figure of our l i f e . 

A n d as we go down f r o m the m o u n t of our h igh 
moments of l i f e and w o r s h i p , where we have fe l t H i m 
very close, i n t o the p la ins where our w o r k awaits us, 
o r the valleys o f t e m p t a t i o n , d o u b t , discouragement 
or even despair , we c a r r y w i t h us, prec ious ly , the 
luminous experience which has been ours , of his 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g , guidance and s t r e n g t h . 

W e may keep deep in our hearts the sh in ing g l o r y 
of H i s forgiveness and s u s t a i n i n g care, and the g low 
of our communion w i t h H i m l ingers w i t h us a l l our 
days , s u s t a i n i n g us and g i v i n g us patience and cour ­
age a c c o r d i n g to our needs. 

(Originally preached in the church of the Boston 
Society, where Mr. Regamey has been pastor since 
1933.) 
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E D I T O R I A L S 

We Labor With God 
H E lilies of the field do no t t o i l , nei ther do they 

\ l r sp in . A n d yet there is a sense i n which labor 
characterizes a l l l i f e , even the l i l ies . S c r i p t u r e rep ­
resents to us c rea t i on as a n ac t of d iv ine t o i l . " A n d 
on the seventh d a y God ended his work which he had 
made ; and he rested on the seventh day f r o m a l l his 
work which he had made. " S c r i p t u r e f u r t h e r tells us 
t h a t a f t e r God h a d created man he p u t h i m i n the 
Garden of Eden " t o dress i t and keep i t . " T h i s i n ­
dicates t h a t i t is an e r r o r to t h i n k t h a t man was 
created f o r a l i fe of indolence, and w o r k was a curse 
placed u p o n h i m f o r his disobedience. M a n received 
the Garden as a free g i f t f r o m God but his task was 
to "dress i t and keep i t . " I n other words , God p u t 
man u p o n an e a r t h t h a t was capable of p r o d u c i n g 
e v e r y t h i n g he needed, and at the same t ime he was 
endowed w i t h the power to cope w i t h the e a r t h . 
M a n ' s task was t o use wisely the s p i r i t u a l g i f t s he 
had f r o m G o d i n dea l ing w i t h the m a t e r i a l g i f t s 
which he also had f r o m H i m . I n so d o i n g he l ived 
i n h a r m o n y w i t h his C r e a t o r and w i t h his own t r u e 
n a t u r e . As J o h n Locke p u t i t : " W e are a l l the 
w o r k m a n s h i p of one M a k e r ; we are sent i n t o the 
w o r l d by H i s o r d e r and about H i s business." 

W o r k is a law of c rea t i on . E v e r y sentient 
c reature , even the s l o th , must p e r f o r m labor i n one 
f o r m or another . B u t t o man alone are g iven, i n 
connection w i t h his exert ions , t w o pr iv i leges . One 
is t h a t he can indef ini te ly increase his powers of ac­
complishment . B y l e a r n i n g t o harness the forces of 
n a t u r e , such as steam and e l e c t r i c i t y , and by the i n ­
vent ion of too ls , be n o t on ly sh i f ts the burden of 
work f r o m his muscles t o his m i n d , bu t he enlarges 
enormously the results of his e f forts . Someone has 
est imated t h a t the economic o u t p u t of one man t o ­
d a y equals t h a t of f o r t y men i n ancient Athens . 
Y e a r by year man becomes more effective i n eon-
t r o l l i n g the external i t ies of his env ironment . 

B u t the rea l d i g n i t y of l abor , f o r the r e cogn i t i on 
o f which L a b o r D a y was i n s t i t u t e d , lies no t i n the 
fabulous accomplishment of w o r k t h a t is d irected by 
creative intel l igence. B a t h e r i t remains i n the second 
pr iv i l ege t h a t man has, namely , t h a t by the power of 
i m a g i n a t i o n he can exercise fores ight . H e can en­
gage i n l o n g range p l a n n i n g , and he can b u i l d f o r 
ends visible on ly t o the mind's eye. H e can press 
t o w a r d the Promised L a n d , well k n o w i n g t h a t he w i l l 
never live t o enter i t . T r u e , b i rds and bees i n b u i l d ­
i n g t h e i r nests, and beavers i n c o n s t r u c t i n g dams, 
show possession of an a p p a r e n t f o res ight . B u t i t is 
a f ores ight t h a t dwells i n t h e i r nerve systems: i t is 
n o t the outcome of r a t i o n a l t h i n k i n g i n v o l v i n g many 
re jec t ions and many choices. 

M a n ' s power of fores ight implies t w o t h i n g s . 
F i r s t , t h a t c reat ion as we find i t t o d a y is no t a 
finished p r o d u c t . Second, t h a t i n a finite and humble 
measure man has the h igh commission of s h a r i n g w i t h 
G o d in the task of c rea t i on . God w i l l n o t w r i t e 
" f i n i s h e d " u p o n H i s w o r k in this w o r l d u n t i l man is 

ready to do so. God gave t o man the a b i l i t y t o see 
and t o s t r ive f o r f a r - o f f goals , and to enhance beyond 
c o m p u t a t i o n his power of accomplishment , because 
H e wanted man t o share i n the task of c rea t i on . 
God had f a i t h i n man f o r H e knew w i t h w h a t p o t e n ­
t i a l i t i e s he was endowed. I f man , in t u r n , can have 
f a i t h enough in God , t h a t is, sufficient f a i t h to do the 
L o r d ' s w i l l as this is revealed i n the S c r i p t u r e , then 
the d i g n i t y inherent in a l l useful w o r k w i l l be w r i t t e n 
upon a l l man's achievements .—B. J . 

T h e Star Spangled Banner 

A F A M I L I A R q u o t a t i o n runs to the ef fect : " I 
care not who rules the n a t i o n i f I may b u t 

decide who wri tes i ts songs." T h i s statement calls 
a t t e n t i o n t o the influence u p o n people's t h i n k i n g and 
emot iona l l i fe of the music and poems which have 
endeared themselves t o the m a n y . D a v i d could dr ive 
the evi l s p i r i t o u t o f Saul w i t h the h a r m o n y of his 
h a r p . T h e ancient Scandinavian sagas t e l l the t ide 
of b a t t l e was sometimes t u r n e d by the poet whose 
s t i r r i n g words infused courage i n t o f a i l i n g h e a r t s . 
Some scholars say t h a t M a r t i n L u t h e r d id more t o 
b r i n g about the R e f o r m a t i o n w i t h his hymns t h a n 
w i t h his N i n e t y F i v e Theses, and his t r a n s l a t i o n of 
the B ib l e . 

T h e influence o f the composer or the poet p r o b ­
ably does not lie i n a n y power t o a l t e r the feelings 
or t h i n k i n g of people. R a t h e r , i t lies i n the f a c t 
t h a t he has c a p t u r e d and embodied i n t o tang ib le 
f o r m something t h a t is more t h a n a pass ing mood, 
something t h a t is r e a l l y deep-rooted i n the soul of 
man. H e conserves t h a t something f o r the f u t u r e , 
and when the words or music are rendered the soul 
responds. 

F r a n c i s Sco t t K e y was a p r i s o n e r on an enemy 
w a r s h i p , and i t was f r o m this vantage t h a t he w i t ­
nessed the bombardment of an A m e r i c a n f o r t . E a c h 
t ime the l i g h t of a rocket revealed t o h im t h a t the 
S t a r s and Str ipes had not been hauled down i n sur ­
render , a t h r i l l went t h r o u g h his every nerve and 
muscle. H i s feelings were on ly those o f any p a t r i o t 
under the same circumstances. B u t he p u t those 
emotions i n t o words t h a t soon were to be sung 
t h r o u g h o u t the y o u n g A m e r i c a n republ i c . 

C r i t i c s di f fer i n th e i r eva luat ion of the Star 
Spangled Banner as p o e t r y . B u t the average person 
does not inqu i re i n t o l i t e r a r y niceties when he reads 
o r sings verses t h a t t ouch a sensitive chord i n his 
hear t . 

A l t h o u g h b o r n i n the heat of b a t t l e (Sept . 12, 
1 8 1 2 ; published Sept . 14 , 1 8 1 4 ) , the Star Spangled 
Banner is more t h a n an e x u l t a n t war c r y u r g i n g the 
soldier to fight. A n d i t does n o t , w i t h flamboyant 
arrogance , s ing the t r i u m p h of a n a t i o n bent on the 
s u b j u g a t i o n of other people. I t s s p i r i t is more t h a t 
of a p r a y e r of thanks t o a D i v i n e Providence t h a t 
has given free men the courage t o s tand successfully 
"Between t h e i r loved homes and the war 's desola­
t i o n . " — B . J . 
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Why Did Jesus 
Thirst On The Cross? 

by Leon C. Le Van 
H E N a f t e r t h a t false j u d g m e n t and cruel 
death m a r c h our L o r d a t last reached C a l v a r y , 

a c c o r d i n g t o Matthew, " T h e y gave h im v inegar t o 
d r i n k mingled w i t h g a l l ; and when he had tasted 
thereof , he w o u l d n o t d r i n k . " 

Luke records the same event i n the w o r d s : " A n d 
they gave h i m to d r i n k wine mingled w i t h m y r h h ; 
b u t he received i t n o t . " One t r a n s l a t o r uses the 
w o r d s : " w i n e mingled w i t h w o r m w o o d , " i n d i c a t i n g 
the vile n a t u r e of the pro f fered d r i n k . 

These di f ferent word ings do no t ind icate a d iscrep­
ancy i n the record . I n each case, i t is evident they 
gave Jesus a d r i n k o f sour wine or v inegar mixed 
w i t h some other substance; b u t Jesus refused to ac­
cept i t . 

I t is here t h a t h i s t o r i c a l research comes t o our a id . 
Such research has established t h a t i t was c u s t o m a r y 
to give c r imina ls about to be crucif ied sour wine or 
v inegar mixed w i t h a s t u p e f y i n g d r u g t o d u l l the 
nervous system, so t h a t the h o r r o r of the cross could 
be endured. 

A society of good women i n Jerusalem is believed 
t o have p a i d f o r the d r u g . W i t h o u t such a p o t i o n , 
death m i g h t come a t once, or i n any event be so 
c rue l t h a t even the soldiers and callous spectators 
could not endure i t . 

T h e custom of receiving the d r u g would have made 
i t possible f o r Jesus t o be cruci f ied i n a hal f -stupef ied 
c ond i t i on . H a d H e taken the d r i n k offered t o H i m , 
H e could have du l l ed the s t a r k p a i n of the nails 
r e n d i n g H i s hands and feet and t e a r i n g H i s flesh as 
the base of the Cross was d r o p p e d i n t o its n e w l y - d u g 
hole. 

B u t when our L o r d tas ted the d r i n k , H e would 
n o t take i t . I t was n o t t h a t the f o u l substance was 
too b i t t e r , we c e r t a i n l y believe. T h e r e was a deeper 
reason—and i t is the inner meaning we seek. 

Jesus, y o u remember, was n o t cruci f ied against H i s 
w i l l . H e gave H i m s e l f t o the Cross w i t h no a t t e m p t 
t o escape i t . L o n g ago, H e knew th is was t o come. 
H e had in f o rmed H i s disciples. H e had t o l d i t to 
others . 

N o man took H i s l i f e f r o m H i m . H e l a i d i t down 
of Himsel f—because only by s u b m i t t i n g H i m s e l f to 
the w i l l o f men to the u t t e r m o s t could H e save to the 
u t t e r m o s t those who desired sa lvat ion . 

I t is f o r o u r sa lvat i on t h a t H e took u p o n H i m s e l f 
the bitterness of the Cross w i t h senses u n d r u g g e d 
and undul led . O u r L o r d ' s p h y s i c a l p a i n had to be 
complete and absolute. H e would not avoid anv p a r t 
o f i t . T h u s men d i d t o G o d i n r e j e c t i n g H i s good 
and t r u t h ; and thus God d i d f o r man i n seeking 
man's sa lva t i on . 

T h e " w i n e ming led w i t h m y r h h " or " v i n e g a r mixed 
w i t h g a l l " would have stupefied H i s senses. I t would 
have dimmed H i s nervous system. I t would have 
dul led H i s b r a i n . T h e t w o thieves crucif ied w i t h 

Jesus presumably t o o k advantage of the s t u p e f y i n g 
d r i n k . B u t o u r L o r d re jec ted i t i n s t a n t l y . H e ac­
cepted the Cross. H e took i t s m o r t a l p a i n . A l l 
t h a t i t involved H e took u p o n H i m s e l f , and H e 
sought no escape f r o m its b i t t e res t pangs . 

T h e r e was, however, a s t i l l deeper reason w h y 
Jesus refused the loathsome m i x t u r e . " W i n e mingled 
w i t h m y r h h " or " v i n e g a r mixed w i t h w o r m w o o d " 
represents f a l s i t y mixed w i t h evi l . Those who are 
evil express ideas and opinions t h a t c on fo rm w i t h 
t h e i r states. T h e y are n o t " t h i r s t y " i n the S c r i p ­
t u r a l sense. T h e y do not desire t r u t h . Even the 
idea of t r u t h is repulsive to them. T h e i r evils con­
s t i t u t e t h e i r very l i f e , and the i r opinions and beliefs 
are merely those persuasions t h a t conf i rm such a 
l i f e . 

Such evil ideas and opinions are called " fa l s i t i es 
of e v i l " ; and since there is no innocence, n o t h i n g of 
God and heaven i n such evil opinions and not ions , 
they are necessarily re jec ted by the L o r d . H e c a n ­
not accept them. H e must re j e c t them as Jesus re ­
j e c ted the vi le d r i n k . " V i n e g a r and g a l l " or " v i n e g a r 
a n d w o r m w o o d " is a f i t t i n g symbol f o r the " f a l s i t y 
of e v i l " hidden i n an evil man's w i l l . 

God cannot , and man should n o t , ca l l such evi l 
good. M e n o f ten t r y to do so. Those who are 
wicked seek t o j u s t i f y th e i r ways . T h e c h u r c h , 
r e l i g i o n , G o d — a n y t h i n g and e v e r y t h i n g t h a t op ­
poses t h e i r evils they condemn; b u t whatever con­
firms them i n t h e i r wrongs they ca l l good. 

Jesus re jec ted the sour wine mingled w i t h g a l l t o 
teach t h a t a l l f a l s i t y of evi l is re jec ted by the L o r d . 
T h e on ly help f o r those i n such states is to renounce 
t h e i r evils as sins against God and receive new l i f e 
f r o m H i m . 

L e t us now t u r n to the inc ident a t the end of the 
C r u c i f i x i o n when Jesus was offered a d r i n k on the 
Cross j u s t before H i s death and accepted i t . I t is 
m i d - a f t e r n o o n . F o r s ix hours Jesus had h u n g on 
the Cross. T h e events o f t h a t t r a g i c d a y are almost 
completed. T h e sun is b l o t t e d out . A s trange d a r k ­
ness is s e t t l i n g on the e a r t h . T h e c rowd of specta­
t o r s is i n t e n t l y w a t c h i n g the c e n t r a l F i g u r e on the 
three crosses t h r o u g h the s trange and p r e m a t u r e 
t w i l i g h t . Jesus hangs there s i l en t ly . 

As death approaches , the parched l ips of the 
Sav ior move i n two w o r d s : " I t h i r s t . " John adds: 
" N o w there was set a vessel f u l l o f v i n e g a r ; and they 
filled a sponge w i t h v inegar and p u t i t t o his m o u t h . 
W h e n Jesus had there f o re received the v inegar , he 
s a i d : I t is finished; and he bowed his head, and gave 
u p the g h o s t . " H e r e , the sponge filled w i t h vinegar 
t h a t was given t o Jesus was not refused. 

A t H i s words , " I t h i r s t " a R o m a n soldier r a n t o 
d i p a sponge in a p o t of cheap wine o r v inegar which 
was there f o r the soldiers t o d r i n k d u r i n g the l o n g 
hot hours of th e i r watch . T h e soldier pressed the 
sponge to the Savior 's l i p s . Others protested . " L e t 
alone! L e t us see whether E l ias w i l l come and take 
h im down f r o m the c ross ! " B u t the nameless Roman 
fu l f i l l ed his mission, and Jesus received the v inegar 
o r sour wine f r o m t h a t sponge. 

I n seeking the reason Jesus received the second 
d r i n k but no t the first, we must remember t h a t H e 

294 



w a s n o w o n l \ r m i n u t e s f r o m H i s d e a t h . P e r h a p s 

u n c o n s c i o u s n e s s w a s a l r e a d y s e t t i n g i n . B u t o u r 

L o r d w a s n o t t o b e c o n q u e r e d b y d e a t h l i k e a v i c t i m . 

H e w a s t o c o n q u e r d e a t h . N o t w i t h d i m m e d f a c u l ­

t i e s , n o t i n u n c o n s c i o u s n e s s w a s o u r S a v i o r t o m e e t 

t h e b o a s t e d " L a s t C o n q u e r e r . " H e w o u l d c o n f r o n t 

d e a t h c o n s c i o u s t o t h e l a s t . 

T h u s , t h e d r i n k o f s o u r w i n e o r v i n e g a r p r o b a b l y 

r e f r e s h e d H i m , t h e b e t t e r t o k e e p f r o m l o s i n g c o n ­

s c i o u s n e s s d u r i n g t h e a p p r o a c h i n g l a s t m o m e n t s . 

A s J e s u s c h o s e n o t t o a v o i d a n y o f t h e s u f f e r i n g o f 

t h e C r o s s , a n d r e f u s e d t h e s t u p e f y i n g d r i n k a t t h e 

b e g i n n i n g , s o n o w H e r e f u s e d t h e s a n c t u a r y o f u n ­

c o n s c i o u s n e s s a t t h e e n d . H e w o u l d k n o w d e a t h i n 

f u l l . H e c h o s e t o m e e t d e a t h . H e e x p e r i e n c e d d e a t h 

H e t a s t e d d e a t h — a n d b y s o d o i n g H e c o n q u e r e d 

d e a t h a n d w a s n o t c o n q u e r e d b y i t . 

T h e r e w a s n o s t u p e f y i n g a d m i x t u r e i n t h e v i n e g a r 

n o w o f f e r e d H i m . I t w a s p r o b a b l y t h e r e g u l a r p o r ­

t i o n o f w i n e o f t h e R o m a n s o l d i e r s s o s o u r t h a t i t 

w a s c a l l e d v i n e g a r , a n d w h i c h e v i d e n t l y e v e n t h e 

R o m a n s w o u l d n o t d r i n k . T o J e s u s ' p a r c h e d l i p s i t 

c o u l d b r i n g b u t l i t t l e r e l i e f . W e t h i n k o f i t a s t h e 

f i n a l c u p o f b i t t e r n e s s o f f e r e d t o o u r S a v i o r . Y e t 

J e s u s a c c e p t e d i t i n H i s t h i r s t . 

W h a t i s t h e " t h i r s t " o f t h e L o r d J e s u s C h r i s t ? 

I t i s t h e L o r d ' s t h i r s t f o r t h e s a l v a t i o n o f t h e h u m a n 

r a c e . T h e L o r d " t h i r s t s " f o r o u r s a l v a t i o n . W e 

g i v e H i m o f f e r i n g s o f p u r e w a t e r o r p u r e w i n e w h e n 

w e r e c e i v e H i s s p i r i t u a l o r c e l e s t i a l t r u t h s i n t o o u r 

m i n d s a n d h e a r t s . W e b r i n g H i m g i f t s o f s o u r w i n e 

o r v i n e g a r w h e n o u r l i v e s a r e i n e r r o r s a n d f a l s e b e ­

l i e f s . 

T h e L o r d i s t h e p u r e " F o u n t a i n o f L i f e . " H i s 

t r u t h c o r r e s p o n d s t o p u r e w a t e r o r p u r e w i n e . A s 

H e c h a n g e d w a t e r i n t o w i n e , s o a l s o H e c h a n g e s t h e 

w i n e o f t r u t h i n t o t h e b l o o d o f H i s o w n l i f e . T r u t h 

i s t h e i n s t r u m e n t a l i t y o f g o o d . B u t t r u t h ( a n d i t s 

c o n s e q u e n t g o o d ) h a d c o m e t o s u c h a p a s s w i t h t h e 

J e w s o f t h a t d a y t h a t i t c o u l d o n l y b e r e p r e s e n t e d b y 

v i n e g a r m i x e d w i t h g a l l . A s a l r e a d y s a i d , v i n e g a r 

m i x e d w i t h g a l l c o r r e s p o n d s t o f a l s i t y m i x e d w i t h 

e v i l o r " f a l s i t y o f e v i l . " 

T h e r e a s o n t h e L o r d r e j e c t e d t h e v i n e g a r m i x e d 

w i t h g a l l h u t a c c e p t e d a n d d r a n k t h e v i n e g a r o r s o u r 

w i n e a l o n e i s t h a t t h e L o r d c a n n o t a c c e p t e v i l a n d 

i t s f a l s i t i e s , b u t H e c a n a c c e p t t h e s i m p l e f a l s i t i e s 

o f i g n o r a n c e t h a t h a v e n o e v i l i n t h e m . T h e G e n t i l e s 

w e r e p a r t i c u l a r l y i n s u c h a s t a t e . T h e i r b e l i e f s w e r e 

f a l s e . B u t t h e y w e r e s u c h f a l s i t i e s a s a c t u a l l y d e ­

s i r e d t o m a k e l i f e b e t t e r . 

F a l s i t i e s o f r e l i g i o u s b e l i e f t h e L o r d c a n a c c e p t . 

T h e y a r e l i k e " s o u r w i n e o r v i n e g a r " i n t h e s p o n g e 

h e l d t o t h e S a v i o r ' s l i p s . T h e y a r e n o t s w e e t . T h e y 

a r e n o t p l e a s a n t . T h e y a r e n o t t h e p u r e d r i n k t h e 

L o r d d e s i r e s . P u r e w a t e r , p u r e w i n e , i s t h e s y m b o l 

o f p u r e t r u t h s u c h a s t h a t o f t h e N e w J e r u s a l e m . 

B u t t h e L o r d J e s u s C h r i s t d i d a c c e p t a n d d r i n k t h e 

s o u r w i n e o r v i n e g a r o n t h e s p o n g e h e l d t o H i s m o u t h 

b e f o r e H e d i e d . 

F a l s i t i e s w i t h i n n o c e n c e i n t h e m c a n b e , a n d a r e , 

a c c e p t e d b y t h e L o r d . P e o p l e i n s u c h s t a t e s 

( w h e t h e r C h r i s t i a n o r h e a t h e n ) d o n o t a c t u a l l y d e -

Mr e f a l s e b e l i e f s a n y m o r e t h a n w e s u p p o s e t h e 

R o m a n s o l d i e r s d e s i r e d t h e s o u r a l m o s t - u n d r i n k a b l e 

w i n e i n s t e a d o f s w e e t . G o o d p e o p l e d e s i r e t r u t h . 

T h e o n l y r e a s o n t h e y d o n o t h a v e t r u t h i s t h a t t h e y 

d o n o t k n o w w h e r e t o f i n d i t , n o r t h a t t r u t h a c t u a l l y 

e x i s t s a t a l l . A f t e r d e a t h , i f n o t b e f o r e , t h e y r e l i n ­

q u i s h t h e i r f a l s e r e l i g i o u s b e l i e f s a n d a r e w i l l i n g t o 

a c c e p t g e n u i n e t r u t h s . U n t i l s u c h t i m e , h o w e v e r , t h e 

f a l s e i d e a s t h e y h o l d a r e l i k e t h e s o u r w i n e o r v i n e g a r 

w h i c h ( h o w e v e r u n p l e a s a n t ) s t i l l g a v e s o m e m e a s u r e 

o f r e f r e s h m e n t t o J e s u s . 

T h a t i s w h y w e i n t h e N e w J e r u s a l e m d o n o t a s s a i l 

a n y p e r s o n ' s s i n c e r e b e l i e f s , h o w e v e r u n t r u e , s o l o n g 

a s t h e y a r e h e l d i n i n n o c e n c y o f h e a r t a n d w i t h g o o d 

i n t e n t i o n s . T h e y d o n o t c o m e f r o m t h e " p u r e r i v e r 

o f w a t e r o f l i f e c l e a r a s c r y s t a l . " T h e y d o n o t f o r m 

a b l e s s e d c u p o f c o l d w a t e r o f f e r e d t o J e s u s . B u t 

t h e L o r d a c c e p t s t h e m a s f a r a s m a y b e , a n d w i l l 

s o m e d a y r e p l a c e t h e m w i t h g e n u i n e w a t e r o f t r u t h t o 

t h e e x t e n t H e i s p e r m i t t e d . 

T h e y w h o d o n o t " t h i r s t " a r e t h e y w h o h a v e n o 

d e s i r e f o r t h e t h i n g s o f G o d . G o d - g i v e n t h i r s t o f 

t h e s o u l b r i n g s u s t o w a t e r s o f l i f e . " M y s o u l 

t h i r s t e t h f o r G o d , f o r t h e l i v i n g G o d . " I t i s t h e 

L o r d ' s b l e s s e d o n e s w h o t h i r s t f o r t h e " F o u n t a i n o f 

L i f e . " T h e L o r d g i v e s t h e t r u t h s o f H i s d i v i n e 

w i s d o m f r e e l y t o a l l . T h e y w h o a r e " T h i r s t y " d r i n k . 

T h e y t h a t d o n o t " t h i r s t " d o n o t d r i n k . L e t u s n o t 

f e a r t o t h i r s t f o r t h e t h i n g s o f G o d . 

E v e n t h e L o r d J e s u s C h r i s t d i d n o t h e s i t a t e t o 

s a y : " I t h i r s t . " T h e y d i d n o t g i v e H i m " p u r e w a t e r 

o f l i f e . " T h e y d i d n o t g i v e H i m t h e " r o y a l w i n e o f 

h e a v e n . " S o u r w i n e t h e y g a v e H i m — v i l e v i n e g a r 

t h e y h e l d t o H i s l i p s . B u t b e c a u s e t h a t e v i l - t a s t i n g 

l i q u i d c o r r e s p o n d e d t o t h e o n l y t r u t h a v a i l a b l e t o 

m e n o f t h a t d a y , H e a c c e p t e d i t f r o m t h e h a n d o f 

t h e G e n t i l e s o l d i e r . J e s u s " h u n g e r s " w h e n w e a r e 

s e l f - f i l l e d . J e s u s " t h i r s t s " w h e n w c d o n o t c a r e . H e 

' t h i r s t s " f o r o u r s a l v a t i o n . I t is H e w h o c a l l s u s 

t o t h e " f o u n t a i n o f w a t e r . " I t i s H e w h o g i v e s u s 

" w a t e r o f l i f e . " W h o s o d r i n k s o f e a r t h ' s n a t u r a l 

w a t e r s s h a l l t h i r s t a g a i n . B u t h e w h o d r i n k s o f t h e 

t r u t h t h a t t h e L o r d p r o v i d e s , i t s h a l l b e i n h i m a 

" w e l l o f w a t e r s p r i n g i n g u p i n t o e t e r n a l l i f e . " 

(Mr. Le Van is pastor of the Pittsburgh Society 
and founder of the Swedenborg public Bible School.) 
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N o v e m b e r 2 2 
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D e c e m b e r 2 4 
D e c e m b e r 2 5 
D e c e m b e r 2 7 
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F o u r t e e n t h S u n d a y , H o l y C i t y 
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S i x t e e n t h S u n d a y , H o l y C i t y 
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T h e H o l y C i t y , 1 8 t h S u n d a y 
T h e H o l y C i t y , 1 9 t h S u n d a y 
T h e H o l y C i t y , 2 0 t h S u n d a y 
T h e H o l y C i t y , 2 1 s t S u n d a y 
T h a n k s g i v i n g S u n d a y 
F i r s t S u n d a y I n A d v e n t 
S e c o n d S u n d a y I n A d v e n t 
T h i r d S u n d a y I n A d v e n t 
C h r i s t m a s S u n d a y 
E v e o f t h e N a t i v i t y 
C h r i s t m a s D a y ( F r i d a y ) 
F i r s t Sunday A f t e r C h r i s t m a s 
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A Sign Of 
Whi le i t is hardly to be supposed the 

two participants in this dialogue know 
anything of our teachings, nor perhaps 
even have beard of Swedenborg, such 
enlightened discussion readily indicates 
how wel l the revelator's "Nunc L i c e t " * 
is already at work in this New Age. 

Skeptic: " H o w could a good God 
have created or allowed so much evil 
in the wor ld? " 

Believer: "God decided to give men 
freedom of choice. That necessarily 
means freedom to do the wrong t h i n g . " 

That 's a sample of the frank give-
and-take religious discussion which was 
completed this week in one of the sum­
mer's most unusual series of church 
services. 

Modeled on the dialogues of the an­
cient Greek philosopher, Plato, the 
series has produced some remarkably 
plain ta lk about ordinary doubter's 
"roadblocks to f a i t h . " 

The pro-and-con discourses have been 
held Sunday nights for the past five 
weeks in New York 's Protestant Epis ­
copal Cathedral of St. John the Divine. 

The Very Rev. D r . James A . Pike, 
Dean of the Cathedral, and Rev. John 
M . K r u m m , head of Columbia Univer ­
sity's Department of Religion, have a l ­
ternately played the roles of skeptic 
and believer. 

Here are a few abbreviated excerpts 
of the questions posed by the skeptic-
stationed w i t h a microphone in the con­
gregation, and the answers given by 
the believer standing in the p u l p i t : 

Skeptic: I sn ' t religion unscientific? 
Since i t deals w i th the mysterious, isn't 
i t becoming less important as science 
reveals more of the unknown? 

Believer: Religion deals w i th the 
meaning of things, the "know why , " 
science only w i t h the "know how." 
Science can release atomic energy, but 
i t can't say when it 's r ight to use i t . 
We may do amazing things wi th calcu­
lat ing machines, but we can't ever i n ­
vent one that w i l l answer the question 
•—why a calculating machine? 

Skeptic: Take the V i r g i n b i r t h . 
That 's something a scientifically trained 
person would find very difficult to 
accept. 

Believer: For 1 9 0 0 years, the image 
of the V i r g i n b i r t h has been the most 
effective way to preserve from distor­
tion the t r u t h about the d iv in i ty and 
humanity of Our L o r d . Men's words 
and explanations pass w i t h t ime, but 
this medium of communication abides. 
Since in the Incarnation, God was t r y ­
ing to say something, maybe this was 
the best way to do i t . That 's why I 
believe in the V i r g i n b i r t h historically. 

Skeptic: But science gives us pre-

The Times 
cise and definite results. Religion is 
so vague and personal. 

Believer: True , precision comes more 
readily at lower levels. For example, 
it 's easier to be precise about chemistry 
than psychology. 

Skeptic: But does i t make any real 
difference how people behave whether 
they accept this dubious hypothesis of 
the existence of God ? 

Believer: For everyone, there is 
something that is ult imate, basic, and 
that is God. For some people, their 
God is themselves. The real question 
then i s—what k ind of God. 

Skeptic: I don't l ike these man-like 
descriptions of God. I sn ' t God above 
that? 

Believer: We have to speak in some 
form, some analogy. We have bor­
rowed human language, personal lan­
guage. Some people speak of God as 
"a great force." They've borrowed lan­
guage f rom physics. Some speak of 
God as "a value." That's borrowing 
language from economics. God is some­
th ing more than human, but not some­
th ing less. 

Skeptic: Grant ing I already accept 
Christian ethics, I can go along l i v i n g 
jus t as good a l i f e without going to 
church. 

Believer: You remind me of a man 
who was heir to a great fortune who 
was content to live on the inherited 
capital , without doing anything to re­
plenish i t . 

Skeptic: I can worship God jus t as 
well on the golf course or dr iv ing 
through the countryside as I can in 
church. 

Believer: I t isn't really a question 

For those who find i t difficult to get 
the family up f rom their foam rubber 
beds and through a four-course break­
fast and into an eight-cylinder car in 
time to spend an hour in church Sun­
days, the fol lowing may he of especial 
interest as a short reading course for 
the reluctant ones. I t is f rom a report 
sent the Board of Missions by its mis­
sionary in B e r l i n , the Rev. Er i c L . G. 
Reissner: 

" O n Sunday next the members of the 
East Sector w i l l j o i n us again i n our 
service, as the sectorial hoarder restric­
tions have been l i f t e d , as I wr i te . As 
soon as the restrictions were removed 
some of the friends came to visit us. 
Three of our west members were caught 
i n the upheaval, as i t came so un ­
expected. 

"One Sunday school teacher Miss 
Gertraud Joachim and her mother were 

of whether you can, but whether you 
do. I n a sense, you could work at golf 
while in church—muse on the best shot 
for approaching a certain hole. But 
most golfers would consider that a 
feeble substitute for the real experience. 

Skeptic: Speaking of evi l , couldn't 
an al l -powerful God have arranged i t so 
we all do the r ight thing? 

Believer: Yes, He could have run 
us like a puppeteer manipulates his 
manikins. But God chose freedom as 
the most rewarding possibility for us. 

Skeptic: But what about wars, in 
which so many innocent people are i n ­
volved entirelv apart from their own 
wills? 

Believer: Just as God decided man 
should he free, not an automaton, He 
decided man was to he social, not iso­
lated, that he was to work out his des­
t i n y in inter-relationships wi th other 
free beings. Freedom means the pos­
sibi l i ty of h u r t i n g others. I f our cul ­
ture is l iv ing too fast, i f we are running 
the human machine in ways i t isn 't de­
signed to run , erratic disorders—even 
diseases—are not surprising. 

Skeptic: I don't see that Christ ian­
i t y has the answer to evi l . 

Believer: Christ ianity does not have 
a complete explanation, but i t has an 
answer. Christ ianity does not avoid 
tragedy in l i f e , but i t takes men beyond 
tragedy. I t affirms that despite evil 
men do to themselves or others, or the 
pain that fortuitous circumstances br ing , 
God s t i l l reigns and His mercies are 
sure. 

* F r e e l y t r a n s l a t e d : N o w it is p e r m i t t e d 
to e n t e r into the things of fa i th w i t h the 
r e a s o n . 
(A dispatch to the Associated Press by 
G. IV. Cornell, August 7.) 

detained eight days in a camp. They 
had visited friends in the East Sector. 

"Miss Joachim was brought eight 
times before the Vopo t r ibuna l , which 
insisted that she was a 'western agent.' 
F ina l ly they were dismissed. They 
had to face the wa l l with upl i f ted hands, 
and their meals were scanty. 

" M r . Waschke, an old member, could 
prove that he was under the care of a 
physician and was not molested." 

Now the food parcels are being dis­
tr ibuted , M r . Reissner says. Many are 
snatched away by the police and some­
times beatings fol low, the press reports. 
Some packages are sent through the 
minister for hungry people. 

The Board notes a l l this is taking 
place in the 2 0 t h century and not in 
some medieval age of reputed u n -
enlightenment. 

FIND IT HARD TO GET TO CHURCH? 
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SWEDENBORG FOUNDATION'S PLANS 
A N E N T I R E L Y N E W step in its w o r l d ­

wide work of publ ishing and distr ibut ­
ing Swedenborg 's theological w o r k s , 
was taken by the Swedenborg F o u n d a -

on, a few months ago when it engaged 
tiie E d w a r d L . W e r t h e i m Associates , of 
New Y o r k , publ ic relations counsellors , 

assist in its work . 
T h e goal is to further the introduc­

tion of Swedenborg 's teachings into the 
>tream of c u r r e n t w o r l d thought, espe-

i l ly in the field of education in a l l de ­
partments , and this w i l l be undertaken 
through a l l mediums, formal a n d p o p u -

. of reaching the educator, the s t u ­
dent and the general public . 

F o r some y e a r s the F o u n d a t i o n has 
ist about for a means of ga in ing the 
inefit of its more than century of p u b ­

l ishing, a d v e r t i s i n g and distr ibution. 
Whatever impact has been made needs 
to he l i n k e d , it sees, to a continuing 
growth of interest in Swedenhorg , a n d 
the use of his pr inc ip les in e v e r y d a y 
affairs, p a r t i c u l a r l y of course in their 
i l lumination of the S c r i p t u r e s . 

T h e W e r t h e i m Associates a l r e a d y 
knew a l itt le about Swedenborg a n d , 
finally, as a result of consultations w i t h 
the Foundat ion ' s advert is ing committee, 
the directors decided to engage this firm 
to c a r r y out the purpose it had been 
considering. A survey and considerable 
research preceded careful ly la id p lans 
now beginning to get u n d e r w a y . 

W h a t sort of concern is it that has 
the abi l i ty to undertake this new a n d 
most important p r o j e c t , requir ing not 
only the sk i l l fu l technique which has 
brought it prominence in N e w Y o r k , 
but w h i c h believes it can be successful 
in what is undoubtedly a n exceedingly 
difficult assignment , especia l ly as the 
financing is not unl imited? 

A n art ic le which appeared in Church 
Management, C l e v e l a n d , for S e p t e m ­
ber, 1950, tells the colorful W e r t h e i m 
story. W i t h the permiss ion of its edi ­
tor. D r . W i l l i a m H . L e a c h , we are able 
to publ ish the fol lowing e x t r a c t s : 

Man}- a campaign would have 
fai led and many a great man gone 
unnoticed were it not for the work 
of the publ ic i ty person , E d w a r d L . 
W e r t h e i m , who has dedicated his l ife 
and his advert is ing agency to the 
furtherance of G o d ' s work . A n d 
m a n y a minister or C h r i s t i a n l a y m a n 
has come a long distance to discuss 
his problems w i t h E d w a r d W e r t h e i m 
and sought his he lp . 

N e v e r has a w o r t h y cause been 
turned down if he can possibly do 
something to ass ist . M o r e than one 
radio p r e a c h e r , now receiv ing m a i l 
by the sack , owes his popular i ty to 
this sympathet ic adviser who saw i n 
him a person of s incer i ty and abi l i ty , 

To Assure Benefit O f Many 
Years' Worldwide Work 

Edward L. Wertheim 

whose messages should be shared with 
the multitudes. 

B y knowing the r ight people a n d 
seeing them at the r ight time, this 
C h r i s t i a n publ ic i ty m a n has often 
found a channel that gave a worthy 
p r o j e c t a chance to make good. 

T h u s everyone who listens in is 
benefited by i n s p i r i n g radio t a l k s , 
a n d the speaker ' s usefulness and pop­
u l a r i t y are increased . T h e radio s t a ­
tions are pleased at the many letters 
of a p p r o v a l from their l i s teners , 
and W e r t h e i m is happy to think he 
was useful i n getting " t h a t f e l l o w " 
started. 

I t i sn ' t j u s t persons that he ass ists , 
hut a l l sorts of good causes, and 
many a dignified " s t u n t " has he a r ­
ranged to get publ ic i ty for a p r o j e c t 
in which he is interested. J u s t be­
fore the w a r , for instance , he released 
some 2,000 homing pigeons from the 
Washington monument at the C a p i ­
ta l to get the attention of the publ ic 
for a n e w l y organized E m e r g e n c y 
P e a c e C a m p a i g n . 

Messages from M r s . E l e a n o r 
Roosevelt , active in this movement, 
were inserted in a luminum containers 
fastened to the legs of the pigeons, 
g iv ing names of speakers and dates 
of meetings in connection with the 
proposed campaign . 

N e w s p a p e r s gave a lot of space 
and the N a t i o n a l B r o a d c a s t i n g C o m ­
p a n y gave time to this unique pigeon 
stunt. O n newsree ls , the event was 
shown in n e a r l y al l the theaters over 
the country . 

T h e n , too, there was the A m e r i c a n 
M i s s i o n to L e p e r s with its " p i g 

b a n k " movement short ly after its 
twenty-f i f th a n n i v e r s a r y at w h i c h i t 
was reported that a mil l ion dol lars 
h a d come in d u r i n g that time. W e r t ­
heim p lanned a celebration to launch 
the secur ing of a second mil l ion dol­
l a r s . T h u s was reenacted the be­
g inning of the movement when ten-
y e a r - o l d W i l b u r C h a p m a n of White 
C l o u d , K a n s a s , r a i s e d and gave a pig-
to help raise money for chi ldren of 
lepers . 

A l though a sincere C h r i s t i a n , a 
S u n d a y school teacher of hoys , super ­
intendent of the S u n d a y school for 
m a n y y e a r s , one of the founders of 
his church ( the C o m m u n i t y C h u r c h 
of Douglaston , N e w Y o r k ) , yet theo­
logical differences have never p a r ­
t i c u l a r l y disturbed him. People of 
a l l denominations and shades of the­
ology turn to h im and he works for 
them a l l — a s long as their s p i r i t is 
r ight and they are honest and sincere. 

W h e n the Methodist H o s p i t a l in 
B r o o k l y n felt the need of some pub­
l ic i ty D r . C h e s t e r C . M a r s h a l l , its 
superintendent , consulted W e r t h e i m , 
who worked out a successful Better 
B a b y Contest . T h e contest is now a 
frequent event with W e r t h e i m seeing 
that the newspapers and magazines 
hear a l l about it. M a y b e you saw it 
on y o u r television set last spr ing . 

One of the present outstanding 
projects of the W e r t h e i m A d v e r t i s i n g 
Associates is promotion of the Re­
vised Standard Version of the New 
Testament, published in 194G, and 
the Revised Standard Version of the 
Bible, to he publ ished about 1952. 

A l l the attract ive ful l -page and 
hal f -page advertisements which the 
reader has undoubtedly seen in many 
religious publications have been the 
result of great thought, considerable 
p r a y e r and much work . N o w the 
W e r t h e i m s are w o r k i n g hand in h a n d , 
not only with T h o m a s N e l s o n & Sons , 
the publ i shers , but with the I n t e r n a ­
tional C o u n c i l of Rel igious E d u c a t i o n , 
under whose auspices the revision was 
brought forth. 

B e s i d e s his religious publ ic i ty and 
advert i s ing , W e r t h e i m is something of 
a r e f o r m e r — e s p e c i a l l y when it comes 
to smoking , s w e a r i n g or d r i n k i n g . 
H e is v ice -president of the Nat ional 
A n t i - C i g a r e t A l l i a n c e , with headquar­
ters at 107 C a r r o l l S t r e e t , W a s h i n g ­
ton, D . C . H e not only p lans and 
publ ic izes their q u a r t e r l y meetings, 
but encourages publication of numer­
ous magazine art ic les on tobacco evils 
which he reprints and distr ibutes . H e 
is the author of a little comic leaflet 
entit led " A B r a n d N e w C i g a r e t t e — 
L u c k y C a m f i e l d s , " a take-off r i d i c u l ­
i n g cigarette advert is ing . 
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H i s a n t i - p r o f a n i t y posters (sets of 
six humorous posters i n color se l l ing 
for $1.50 per set) are p laced i n h u n ­
dreds of Y . M . C . A . ' s . N a v y c h a p ­
lains have sent for them to be p laced 
on their ships to remind a would-be 
s w e a r e r , as one poster reads , that 
profanity is merely " t h e crutch of 
conversat ional c r i p p l e s . " 

E d w a r d W e r t h e i m was not a l w a y s 
in publ ic i ty work . F o r sixteen years 
he w a s educational director of the 
W e s t S ide Y . M . C . A . , N e w Y o r k , 
where he helped organize some of the 
many schools and courses that are 
now strong and active units i n the 
Y . M . C . A . educational p r o g r a m , 
such as the M c B u r n e y School for 
B o y s , Mot ion P i c t u r e M a c h i n e O p e r ­
a t i n g , P u b l i c S p e a k i n g a n d m a n y 
other courses. 

A t the beginning c f the B o y Scout 
Movement , whi le educational director 
of the " Y , " W e r t h e i m was asked by 
one of the founders to consider head­
ing up the B o y Scout Movement . H e 
didn't feel l ed to accept this but , 
r e a l i z i n g that the organizat ion would 
succeed only with tra ined scoutmas­
ters , he brought together the pioneer 
leaders and assisted in o r g a n i z i n g the 
first course for t r a i n i n g scoutmasters , 
w i t h the late D a n i e l B e a r d as the 
first instructor . 

M r . W e r t h e i m later felt that the 
same a d v e r t i s i n g and publ ic i ty p r i n ­
ciples that made the " Y " educational 
work so successful should be shared 
by other institutions. H e finally de­
cided to go into fu l l t ime publ ic i ty 
and advert is ing work . H e believes 
s incerely that successful a d v e r t i s i n g 
and publ ic i ty is based on the t e a c h ­
ings of J e s u s who h a d the largest 
p r o j e c t ever to get over into the 
minds of p e o p l e — t h e establ ishing of 
the K i n g d o m of G o d on e a r t h . 

M r . W e r t h e i m has stated, " I f 
J e s u s were here today, his terminol ­
ogy might w e l l be, ' Y o u a r c m y pub­
l icity representat ives , ' instead of ' Y e 
are my witnesses . ' H e would make 
use of a l l the present -day channels 
for d isseminat ing ideas as n e w s ­
p a p e r s , magazines , radio , television 
and motion p i c t u r e s . " 

O n e of the interest ing p r o j e c t s that 
W e r t h e i m l ikes to ta lk about w a s 
producing the " P i c t u r e Stories of the 
B i b l e " in comic form. H e wanted to 
take advantage of the great interest 
chi ldren have i n comics and channel 
this to an interest i n the d r a m a t i c 
B i b l e c h a r a c t e r s . F o r about a y e a r 
he worked on the s c r i p t and assisted 
in the production of four hooks that 
composed the O l d T e s t a m e n t and 
then almost another y e a r on the N e w 
T e s t a m e n t . H e c a r r i e d out the idea 

for clean comics of the publ isher , the 
late M . C . G a i n e s , who was one of 
the largest publ ishers of chi ldren ' s 
comic books. 

A m o n g the people that he has 
helped in some form of publ ic i ty are 
many noted names inc luding S . 
P a r k e s C a d m a n , H a r r y E m e r s o n 
F o s d i c k , N o r m a n V i n c e n t P e a l e , 
F r e d e r i c k K . S t a m m , J . S t a n l e y 
D u r k e e , D a n i e l A . P o l i n g , S t a n l e y 
H i g h , G r e e n v i l l e K l e i s e r , R a l p h W . 
S o c k m a n , F r a n k C . Goodman, J e s s i e 
M . B a d e r , E . S t a n l e y Jones and J . 
R i c h a r d Srieed. 

Organizat ions that he has helped 
with publ ic i ty include P r e s b y t e r i a n 
Sesquicentennial F u n d , N e a r E a s t 
R e l i e f , J o h n M i l t o n Society for the 
B l i n d , S a l v a t i o n A r m y , B u c k n e l l U n i ­
vers i ty , W a r n e r B r o t h e r s ' motion 
p ic ture , " O n e Foot in H e a v e n , " and 
many others. 

W e r t h e i m modestly disclaims credit 
for he lp ing advance people and causes 
since he feels that he is only a c h a n ­
nel through whom G o d works with 
ideas given h im for advert is ing , pub­
l ic i ty and promotion. 

H e begins the office day with his 
staff in united p r a y e r for guidance 
and who a l w a y s finds time to help 
any worthy indiv idual in distress by 
t r y i n g to locate a j o b for h i m , or at 
least counseling and when a p p r o p r i ­
ate, p r a y i n g with h im. 

Y o u would n a t u r a l l y expect to find 
such a man h a p p y , and of course, he 
is . H e feels that humor is a gift of 
G o d , even as ideas a r e , and should be 
cult ivated . H e thinks a l l these t a l ­
ents can work together for the f u r ­
therance of the kingdom i f one's g i f ts , 
no matter what k i n d , are dedicated to 
G o d . 

SUGGESTS ANSWER TO VITAL QUESTION 
W E H A V E O F T E N asked w h a t we are 

to say to the stranger who inquires 
about our rel igion. I t is seldom that 
we find, advice on the subject although 
it would tremendously strengthen our 
individual societies and nat ional organ­
ization i f every l a y m a n were so p r e ­
p a r e d on the subject that he could r e p l y 
k n o w i n g l y and cheerfu l ly , when a s k e d . 

T h e s u b j e c t is of such great impor­
tance i t is felt that any one h a v i n g a 
suggestion should be h e a r d . 

I t would be he lpful i f in our first 
ta lk with the inquirer we could pique 
his curiosity so that he would come hack 
for more information. B u t how m a n y 
of us feel we c a n answer questions in 
such a w a y as to have the stranger 
real ly w a n t to know more? 

P e r h a p s we quote " a l l religion has 
relation to life and the l i fe of religion 
is to do good, " but do we leave with 
the inquirer the impression that we 
lead a l i fe different from anyone e lse? 

Does it occur to us to use the L o r d ' s 
P r a y e r in a n s w e r i n g inquir ies? F o r 
what do we p r a y w h e n we a s k : " T h y 
kingdom come, thy w i l l be done, on 
earth as it is i n h e a v e n " ? 

Does the stranger think that by our 
repeating these words we help the L o r d 
to br ing about H i s kingdom on earth , 
and to have H i s w i l l done? 

V e r y l i k e l y it w i l l be a new thought 
to h im that the words have meaning 
only to the extent that we ourselves ask 
for help in finding w a y s to assist a n d 
do our p a r t . W o u l d it be a new thought 
to the stranger that we are brought i n ­
to this w o r l d for a purpose , and that 
the L o r d has a j o b for us to do? 

B u t more important ly , does not this 
approach give us an opportunity to ex­
p l a i n that we believe that only those 

that are fitted for heaven w i l l be h a p p y 
there , and that the p r i m a r y purpose of 
our being born into the world is that 
while on earth we m a y prepare our­
selves for the life of heaven? 

W'e open the w a y to a most interest ­
ing discussion, and even though we say 
no more than a few words we may 
change the whole course of the 
stranger ' s l i fe a n d t h i n k i n g . I f he has 
been s incere in his or ig inal inquiry 
there is every reason to believe that he 
wil l be hack for more. 

Some wil l object that i n this a p p r o a c h 
we have said nothing about Swedenhorg . 
W e submit that the person who is first 
impressed by w h a t we believe with r e ­
spect to l i fe , heaven, and other subjects 
that may he touched upon in our dis ­
cussion, w i l l l isten to what we have to 
say about Swedenborg and his mission 
with a much more open mind than he 
would i f he got the impression that we 
believe Swedenhorg was a revelator a n d 
we believe the things we do because this 
revelator said they are so. 

I f you believe this suggestion has 
merit , look for a n opportunity to put i t 
to the t e s t . — G O R D O N M A C K 

(Mr. Mack, a son of the late Rev. Dr. 
('has. S. Mack, is a patent lawyer in 
Akron, Ohio.) 

Mo ney For Your Treasury 
O V E R 1.500.000 

SUNFLOWER DISH CLOTHES 
W e r e so ld i n 1952 by members of S u n d a y 
S c h o o l s , L a d i e s ' A i d s , Y o u n g P e o p l e ' s 
G r o u p s , etc . T h e y enable y o u to e a r n 
money for y o u r t r e a s u r y , a n d make f r i e n d s 
for y o u r o r g a n i z a t i o n . 

Sample FILES to an Official 

S A N G A M O N MILLS 
E s t a b l i s h e d 1915 Cohoes , N. Y . 
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Our Church's Message, 
W o r k and Field of Labor 

The Counci l of Ministers of the General Convention of the New Jerusalem in the U. S. A., 
at an Executive Session in 1948, appointed a committee consisting of the Reverends Paul Sperry, 
Washington, D. C , Leonard I. Tafel, Frankford, Pa., and Will iam F. Wunsch, Washington, D. C , 
TO prepare a statement defining the message, work, and field of labor of the Genera l C o n ­
vention, particularly its position on the relationship between the writings of Emanuel Swedenborg 
and Sacred Scripture. 

This committee's report, as adopted by the Counci l of Ministers, was published in "The 
Messenger" shortly afterwards, and as now it is being distributed in booklet form it seems 
appropriate to reprint it in this, Convention's official organ. It is not a statement of doctrine, 
but of the positions which the General Convention has taken historically on its message, work, 
and field of labor. Should copies be desired, inquire of the local minister. 

A N U M B E R of organizations in 
A m e r i c a a n d abroad bear the name 

of T h e C h u r c h of the N e w J e r u s a l e m , 
or it may be s a i d that T h e C h u r c h of 
the N e w J e r u s a l e m is distr ibuted over 
the w o r l d i n T h e G e n e r a l Convention 
and T h e G e n e r a l C h u r c h in A m e r i c a , 
T h e G e n e r a l Conference of the N e w 
C h u r c h in the U n i t e d K i n g d o m , T h e 
New C h u r c h i n A u s t r a l i a , T h e C h u r c h 
of J e s u s C h r i s t , " N e w J e r u s a l e m , " i n 
the P h i l i p p i n e s , and st i l l other bodies. 
A l l these organizations have the same 
message to speak and the same cause 
to serve. T h e y have in common the 
W o r d of G o d in O l d and N e w T e s t a ­
ment, and consequently the C h r i s t i a n 
G o s p e l , a n d of course they share the 
p a r t i c u l a r teachings of the N e w C h u r c h 
set forth in the T h e o l o g i c a l W o r k s of 
E m a n u e l Swedenborg . 

V e r y n a t u r a l l y , in such different 
parts of the w o r l d and with different 
antecedents and backgrounds , the or­
ganizations of the N e w C h u r c h have 
developed each some character is t ics of 
its own. T h e y m a y differ in the w a y i n 
which they conceive of the especial 
teachings of the N e w C h u r c h , or in the 
w a y in w h i c h they relate those teach­
ings to the W o r d in S c r i p t u r e ; they 
may differ in the w a y in w h i c h they 
regard and do their w o r k ; they may 
differ also i n the w a y in which they 
look out on the w o r l d around them, 
especia l ly the religious w o r l d . E a c h 
may have a n approach of its own to its 
field of work . L e s s important ly , they 
differ, n a t u r a l l y , in the w a y in which, 
they are organized . 

W e are s p e a k i n g i n this art ic le only 
of the G e n e r a l Convention of the N e w 
J e r u s a l e m , of which we are members , 
and of w h i c h T h e N e w C h u r c h M E S ­
S E N G E R is the official organ. T h e G e n ­
eral Convention d u r i n g its history has 
taken definable positions on such points 
as have j u s t been mentioned. W h a t 
are these positions, or at least the chief 
among them? T h i s pamphlet is a n at ­
tempt to state them for c l a r i t y in our 
collective thought, and for ful ler coop­
eration in our work and the direction 
of it with strength to our aims . 

L i k e a l l bodies of the N e w C h u r c h , 

the G e n e r a l Convention is convinced 
that a revelation, present ing the C h r i s ­
t ian Gospe l a fresh , has been made to 
the w o r l d by the L o r d in the T h e o l o g ­
ical W o r k s of Swedenborg , who sub­
scribed himsel f as a servant of the 
L o r d J e s u s C h r i s t . T h e r e is revelation 
of the teaching of the S c r i p t u r e s — o f 
the uni ty and comprehensiveness of it 
when it is gathered from the S c r i p t u r e s 
as a whole a n d in the l ight of their 
deeper meaning. S e c o n d l y , there is 
revelation of this inner meaning of the 
W o r d of G o d , a meaning of w h i c h 
S c r i p t u r e is basis and support , a n d to 
w h i c h it is means of access . T h i r d l y , 
there is disclosure of the rea l i ty , nature 
and life of the immortal w o r l d . A l l 
organizations of the N e w C h u r c h agre; 
that what the world has by w a y of the 
T h e o l o g i c a l W o r k of Swedenborg is not 
his personal construction of C h r i s t i a 
teaching, but a revelation given by tb< 
L o r d in H i s second c o m i n g — a r e v e l a ­
tion of further l ight on the C h r i s t i a n 
G o s p e l , of a profounder meaning i n the 
W o r d of G o d than has been attributed 
to i t , and of the real i ty and nature of 
the other w o r l d . T h i s conception of 
the Theologica l W o r k s of S w e d e n b o r g . 
w h i c h m a r k s al l our s ister bodies, is no 
less m a r k e d l y character is t ic of the G e n ­
e r a l Convent ion . 

H o w has the Convention been in the 
habit of re lat ing the T h e o l o g i c a l W o r k s 
and the W o r d ? T h e relations between 
the two are indicated in those W o r k s 
themselves. T h e y are not discussed so 
much as they are in evidence there. I n 
genera l , it is a p p a r e n t that those W o r k s 
are dependent on the W o r d ; they never 
would have been writ ten did not the 
W o r d exist . More specific re lat ion­
ships between the T h e o l o g i c a l W o r k s 
and the W o r d appear . T h e religious 
doctrines w h i c h those W o r k s advance 
are d r a w n from the S c r i p t u r e s or from 
the sense of the letter of the W o r d ; a! 
the doctrine of the c h u r c h is to be 
d r a w n thence, they dec lare , a n d they 
go on to say (Apocalypse Revealed, 
nn. 898e, 9 0 2 ) that " t h e W o r d i n the 
sense of the letter contains a l l things 
of the doctrine of the N e w C h u r c h . " 
S i m i l a r l y , the inner meaning of the 

W o r d which the T h e o l o g i c a l W o r k s ex­
pound exists in the W o r d and indeed is 
its ful l self only in the W o r d . T h o s e 
W o r k s disclose such a level of meaning 
in the W o r d a n d set forth in large 
volumes l ike the Arcana Coelestia not 
merely much of that meaning , but lour 
sustained sequences of i t . T h e divinely 
commissioned expositor nevertheless 
confessed that he c a n present , espe­
c ia l ly in our mundane language, only 
a fract ion of the meaning . T h e third 
body of revealed content in the T h e o ­
logical W o r k s — w h a t is disclosed about 
the s p i r i t u a l w o r l d — i s re lated to I 
W o r d in s\ different w a y . T h i s e o n t c 
is based, as the ful l t it le of the boo' 
Heaven and Hell s a y s , on " t h i n g s 
heard and s e e n , " that i s , on S w e d e n ­
borg's o ther -world experience, a n ex­
perience granted him on a scale far 
beyond a n y t h i n g he could have had p r i ­
vate ly or p e r s o n a l l y , a n d for the p u r ­
suit rather of his mission and for the 
enlightenment of the immortal hope of 
C h r i s t i a n i t y . I m m o r t a l i t y was brought 
into light ( I Timothy 1.10) long ag< 
b y the C h r i s t ; H e spoke of e ternal l i fe , 
of its character i n the Beat i tudes , of 
o ther -world j u d g m e n t , and of a blessed 
life and a life in outer d a r k n e s s . W h i l e 
what is further disclosed now is based 
on a servant ' s o t h e r - w o r l d experience 
or on " t h i n g s heard and s e e n , " it is 
in consonance with w h a t the Scr ipture , 
have to say. T o Convention 's mind , 
then, these are the relations w h i c h the 
several bodies of revealed content i : 
the T h e o l o g i c a l W o r k s bear to the W o r d 
in the S c r i p t u r e s . T h e s e are the r e ' a 
t ionships in which those W7orks s tand, 
a n d which they themselves exhibit , t 
the B i b l e . I t is character i s t ic of t 
G e n e r a l Convent ion that it has so con­
ceived the relationship between the two. 

M o r e briefly sa id , the B i b l e or the 
W o r d which we have i n the O l d and 
N e w T e s t a m e n t s is " t h e c r o w n of reve­
l a t i o n s " (True Christian Religion, n . 
1 1 ) . T h e T h e o l o g i c a l W o r k s thus 
exalt the W o r d . T h e S c r i p t u r e s are 
the source of the doctrine w h i c h they 
formulate so f u l l y ; the S c r i p t u r e s con­
tain inexhaust ibly the s p i r i t u a l sense 
of the W o r d which those W o r k s set 
forth in p a r t , however a m p l y ; and in 
the G o s p e l is the basis of the immortal 
hope and of the faith i n a spir i tual 
world of which the T h e o l o g i c a l W o r k s 
give an organized and i l l u m i n a t i n g p i c ­
ture . 

T h e thought of Convent ion , l ike the 
t h i n k i n g in s ister bodies of the N e w 
C h u r c h , has occupied i tse l f w i t h the 
perennia l question where the authority 
for our religious t h i n k i n g and reason­
i n g resides. T h e Convent ion , congre­
gational in mode of organizat ion , and 
p r i z i n g freedom of i n q u i r y i n religious 
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thought, takes a position character i s t ic 
of it. I t thinks that ultimate religious 
authority resides not in a n ecclesiast ical 
body or a m i n i s t r y , not in w a y s of stat­
ing things or in texts , but in t r u t h , and 
in H i m who is the T r u t h . T h e L o r d ' s 
mind , and H i s S p i r i t guiding into al l 
t r u t h , are to govern our thought and 
l i fe . W h e t h e r in the B i b l e or in the 
T h e o l o g i c a l W o r k s , the m i n d of C o n ­
vention finds authority in the truth de­
scr ied . T o acknowledge this authority 
of t r u t h , the human understanding urns' 
be able to move f r e e l y ; freedom of h 
quiry is the path to such a c k n o w ' e d ' 
merit. A supreme motto of the teach­
ings of the N e w C h u r c h is that it h 
now the privi lege of m a n k i n d to enter 
with the understanding into the mys­
teries of fai th . 

W h i l e somewhat v a r y i n g views are 
held in the several bodies of the N e w 
C h u r c h about the T h e o l o g i c a l W o r k s 
as a whole, difference has been m a r k e d 
on one book, Conjugial Love. T h e 
G e n e r a l Convention holds that P a r t I 
of that comprehensive discussion p r e ­
sents the positive teaching on m a r r i a g e 
and the ideal w h i c h the C h r i s t i a n must 
pursue . P a r t I I , on sexual re lat ion­
ships other than m a r r i a g e , describes the 
whole range of possible departures 
from C h r i s t i a n m a r r i a g e , from missteps 
to such grievous departures as utterly 
destroy the very c a p a c i t y for true m a r ­
riage. T h e Convention has consistently 
taken the position that P a r t I I of the 
volume reinforces P a r t I and b y s o r r y 
contrasts makes sti l l p la iner w h a t true 
m a r r i a g e love i s , real izable by the 
C h r i s t i a n here , and exist ing as a basic 
real i ty in the life to come. I n either 
p a r t the book exalts true marr iage and 
s p i r i t u a l union, and the whole thought 
of it revolves about the purpose to place 
the m a r r i a g e tie h igh , in keeping w i t h 
the M o s a i c commandment and with the 
words of the L o r d . 

A s Convent ion has considered w h a t 
its work and aims should be, it lias 
taken another character i s t ic position. I t 
is convinced that w h a t has been given 
to the w o r l d i n the teachings of the 
N e w C h u r c h is meant to serve for the 
r e n e w a l of the C h r i s t i a n experience , or 
the spir i tual l i fe in C h r i s t e n d o m and 
the w o r l d . T o this end the L o r d J e s u s 
C h r i s t has come again . T o this end the 
C h u r c h is to labor under H i s leader ­
ship . T r u t h s have been given to i n ­
sp ire this r e n e w a l and also to interpret 
it as it comes to pass . F o r the L o r d ' s 
S p i r i t is also s i lent ly and steadily at 
work to b r i n g about the r e n e w a l of 
the C h r i s t i a n l i fe . U n l e s s this activity 
of H i s S p i r i t is added to the g iv ing 
of truths , the correction of any inade­
quacy , fa i lure or disease in C h r i s t e n ­
dom would , we are told, be superf icial . 

I n the s m a l l treatise ca l led Invitation 
to the New Church, the subject of 
which is the a p p e a l of the L o r d ' s S p i r i t 
to men, it is asserted , " U n l e s s the p r e s ­
ent l i tt le work is added to the p r e c e d ­
ing work , the C h u r c h cannot be healed. 
F o r it would be a mere pal l iat ive cure , 
and the c o r r u p t i n g matter in the wound 
would remain and continue to vitiate 
the neighboring parts . T h e doctrine of 
the N e w C h u r c h indeed provides m e d i ­
cine, but only e x t e r n a l l y " ( n . 2 5 ) . T h e 
G e n e r a l Convention therefore labors , 
not only i n the hope of C h r i s t i a n r e ­
newal , but with that e a r l y C h r i s t i a n 
confidence when the apostles " w e n t 
forth, and preached e v e r y w h e r e , the 
L o r d w o r k i n g w i t h t h e m " (Mark xvi 
2 0 ) . T h e w o r l d is the scene not only 
of j u d g m e n t and of the correction of 
much that has been tradi t ional , but, u n ­
der the act ivi ty of the S p i r i t of the 
L o r d , the scene also of new C h r i s t i a n 
s t i r r i n g s , of chal lenging r e i n t e r p r e t a -
tion of doctrine , and of fresh and 

Almont Summer School 
Another successful two weeks ' session 

has been held at the Almont S u m m e r 
School , A l m o n t , M i c h . , where N e w 
C h u r c h people and their famil ies have 
for m a n y y e a r s vacationed and enjoyed 
a program of religious instruct ion , a n d 
recreation and entertainment . 

O p e n i n g S a t u r d a y , J u l y 25 , the first 
S u n d a y service was conducted by the 
R e v . L o u i s A . D o l e of B a t h , M e . , who 
with M r s . Dole vacations at P o r t C l i n ­
ton, Ohio . M r . D o l e also gave the 
lectures in that week a n d , with the R e v . 
L e o n C . L e V a n , P i t t s b u r g h minister , 
led the service on the second S u n d a y . 
A n interested visitor was George D o l e , 
now attending O x f o r d U n i v e r s i t y , and 
here for the summer. 

I r v i n g M a l a w s k y , L a y L e a d e r at L a 
P o r t e , I n d . , had charge of the t h i r d 
S u n d a y service and i n the preceding 
week the lectures were presented by 
M r . L e V a n , a feature also being a 
panel discussion led by h i m , with M r . 
M a l a w s k y and Robert L . H a l l o w e l l of 
P h i l a d e l p h i a , part ic ipat ing . 

T h e a n n u a l p icnic , stunt night , swim­
ming parties and hikes were among 
other features w h i c h , under the d i r e c ­
tion of Superintendent Dorothea P f i s -
ter of C l e v e l a n d , ably assisted by a 
devoted staff, once more brought h a p ­
piness a n d refreshment to a large and 
enthusiast ic assembly. 

For Prayer, Meditat ion 
T h e H o u s e of Representat ives has 

unanimously voted to set aside a room 
in the C a p i t o l B u i l d i n g , m i d w a y be­
tween the H o u s e and Senate , to be used 
for " p r a y e r and m e d i t a t i o n " by the 
C o n g r e s s . 

wholesome insights . N o more than the 
first time has the L o r d come this time 
to condemn; H e has come to save. T h i s 
hopeful and constructive outlook on its 
w o r k and field of work characterizes 
Convention. I t enables it also to co­
operate with other C h r i s t i a n bodies, 
for a l l share the responsibi l i ty toward 
the renewal of the l i fe of C h r i s t i a n 
c h a r i t y . 

W e feel confident that in keener 
appreciat ion of these positions and out­
looks of the G e n e r a l Convent ion , and 
in c learer t a k i n g of them, we members 
of Convent ion w i l l find our strength 
and find it in H i m in whom we c a n 
do a l l things. A i m s w i l l be p la in and 
impel l ing . T h e W o r d of G o d and our 
teachings in due relation to the W o r d 
w i l l be endless and commanding r e ­
sources. Cooperation w i l l be solidified. 
A n d we shal l be fol lowing and j o i n i n g 
the S a v i o r i n H i s work in the world 
in H i s second coming. 

Theory Gaining Ground 
A c c o r d i n g to an Associated P r e s s dis ­

patch from N e w Y o r k dated August 13, 
leaders in the religious and scientific 
field, recently interviewed, a l l believe 
that the once rel igiously outlawed con­
ception of evolution as mainly presented 
by D a r w i n and W a l l a c e now is con­
sidered as " a t least a method whereby 
the C r e a t o r c a r r i e s out H i s p u r p o s e s . " 

Wayfarers' Chapel Reports 
A c c o r d i n g to the J u n e - J u l y report to 

its board of directors there were a n est i ­
mated 49,750 visitors at the W a y f a r e r s ' 
C h a p e l . Palos V e r d e s , C a l i f . , dur ing 
those months, near ly 50 foreign coun­
tries being represented. A v e r a g e S u n ­
day w o r s h i p , about a l l the C h a p e l w i l l 
hold , was near ly 200. T h e r e were 24 
weddings . T h e R e v . K e n n e t h W . K n o x 
is the minister . 

Arcana Class Revived 
T h e nation-wide class for study of 

the Arcana Coelestia, founded by the 
late R e v . J o h n W h i t e h e a d , C a m b r i d g e , 
M a s s . , and M i s s S e r e n a D a n d r i d g e , of 
S h e p h e r d s t o w n , W . V a . , has been r e ­
vived now under the leadership of the 
R e v . L o u i s and M r s . A . Dole of B a t h , 
M e . , with M i s s D a n d r i d g e as business 
manager . E n r o l l m e n t s , free, should be 
addressed to her . 

On the Way to Brussels 
T h e R e v . Dionis io D e L a r a , miss ion­

a r y in C u b a , passed through N e w Y o r k 
A u g . 19 enroute by a i r , with a delega­
tion represent ing the P h i l o s o p h i c a l S o ­
ciety of that country , to B r u s s e l s , B e l ­
g ium, for an international congress. 
M r . D e L a r a is to present a paper e n ­
t it led " S w e d e n b o r g ' s I d e a C o n c e r n i n g 
M a n . " 
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LETTERS t h e EDITOR 
Approves The Decision 

T o t h e E D I T O R : 
I n y o u r A u g u s t 8 i s s u e t h e R e v . L . C . 

L e V a n w r i t e s d i s a p p r o v i n g t h e d e c i -
l i o n m a d e a t C o n v e n t i o n to a p p l y f o r 

e m b e r s h i p i n t h e N a t i o n a l C o u n c i l o f 
C h u r c h e s . 

H e f e a r s w e s h a l l c o m p r o m i s e o u r 
te i c h i n g s , a n d a s k s , " I s n o t t h e N e w 
C h u r c h t h e S e c o n d C o m i n g o f t h e 
L o r d ? " H e r e p u d i a t e s a l l a s s o c i a t i o n 
i r i t h t h e " O l d C h u r c h " a s " s p i r i t u a l l y 
d e a d , s i n c e i t a d o p t e d a t N i c e a t h e f a i t h 
t h a t G o d e x i s t s i n t h r e e P e r s o n s . " 

S i n c e 1 7 5 7 , w h e n S w e d e n b o r g w r o t e , 
t h e N e w C h r i s t i a n h e a v e n s f o r m e d t h e n 
h a v e b e e n o p e r a t i n g m i g h t i l y t h r o u g h ­
o u t t h e w o r l d . T h e E c u m e n i c a l M o v e ­
m e n t , w h i c h h a s l e d to s u c h i n t e r -
C h u r c h c o o p e r a t i o n a s w e n o w h a v e i n 
t h e N a t i o n a l C o u n c i l a n d i n t h e W o r l d 
C o u n c i l o f C h u r c h e s , is o n e c o n s p i c u ­
o u s r e s u l t o f t h i s i n f l u x . 

T o i l l u s t r a t e t h i s c o m p a r e t w o q u o ­
t a t i o n s : ( 1 ) t h e w e l l - k n o w n s t a t e m e n t 
b y S w e d e n b o r g i n t h e Arcana t h a t " I t 
is d o c t r i n e a l o n e t h a t d i v i d e s C h u r c h e s , 
w h i c h w o u l d n e v e r b e i f m e n m a d e l o v e 
to t h e L o r d a n d c h a r i t y t o w a r d s t h e 
n e i g h b o r t h e c h i e f i t e m s o f f a i t h " ; 
( 2 ) t h e f o l l o w i n g , w r i t t e n b y A r c h -
p r i e s t L K o m a n , P r o f e s s o r a t B u c h a ­
r e s t U n i v e r s i t y , m a d e a t t h e Confer­
ence of the Orthodox Churches, h e l d 
j u s t b e f o r e t h e A u g u s t 1 9 4 8 A m s t e r ­
d a m M e e t i n g w h i c h f o r m e d t h e W o r l d 
C o u n c i l o f C h u r c h e s . H e r e i s a l i t e r a l 
t r a n s l a t i o n o f w h a t D r . K o m a n s a i d i n 
t h e c o u r s e o f a l e n g t h y a d d r e s s : 

" T h e s p i r i t u a l e x p e r i e n c e o f 
b e i n g c o n s c i o u s b y g r a c e o f t h e 
a i m s o f t h e r e u n i o n o f t h e 
C h u r c h e s , m u s t first i n c l u d e w i t h i n 
i t s e l f h u m i l i t y , t h e g r e a t e s t o f a l l 
b l e s s i n g s i n o u r c o m m o n e c u m e n i ­
c a l a c t i o n . U n i t y c a n n o t b e f u l ­
filled u n l e s s i t b e c o m e s a n a c t o f 
o b e d i e n c e to J e s u s C h r i s t , . . . a n 
a c t o f r e p e n t a n c e . . . . A s t h e s i n s 
o f m e n w e r e t h e c a u s e o f d i v i s i o n , 
so t r u e u n i t y w i l l b e c a u s e d b y t h e 
r e p e n t a n c e o f t h e C h u r c h e s , u n i t e d 
o n a b a s i s o f e q u a l r i g h t s a n d r e c ­
o g n i z i n g t h e s p i r i t u a l e x p e r i e n c e 
o f o n e a n o t h e r . A l t h o u g h t h e 
O r t h o d o x C h u r c h h a s n o t s i n n e d i n 
t h e r e a l m o f d o g m a , . . . w e c a n ­
n o t i m a g i n e t h e O r t h o d o x C h u r c h 
. . . d r a w i n g t o h e r s e l f a l l t h e 
o t h e r C h u r c h e s , b u t o n l y t b r o u g h 
h e r r e p e n t a n c e h e l p i n g o t h e r s t o 
r e p e n t i n d e e p s o r r o w , a n d so a r ­
r i v i n g a t e c u m e n i c a l u n i t y w i t h 
t h e O n e S h e p h e r d a t t h e h e a d o f 
t h e o n e flock. L o v e i s t h e f u l f i l l ­
i n g o f u n i t } - . O n l y t h e e x c e l l e n c e 
o f l o v e c a n b e v i c t o r i o u s . T h e 
O r t h o d o x C h u r c h m u s t r i s e to t h e 

h e i g h t s o f a l o v e w h i c h w o u l d i n ­
c l u d e t h e t o l e r a t i o n o f ( d i f f e r e n c e s 
i n ) f a i t h a n d e v e n c o n d e s c e n s i o n , 
w i t h o u t t h e a l t e r a t i o n o f a n y t h i n g 
i n t h e s p h e r e o f h e r d o g m a t i c t r u t h 
. . . s h e a d m i t s h e r s i n s a t t h e 
h u m a n l e v e l . . . s h e d e m a n d s f r o m 
C h r i s t i a n s c h i s m a t i c s o r h e r e t i c s 
t h a t t h e y s h o u l d c o r r e c t i n t h e i r 
t e a c h i n g a n d i n t h e i r p r a c t i c e a l l 
t h a t i s i n c o m p a t i b l e w i t h t h e t r u t h 
w h i c h s h e h o l d s . O n h e r p a r t s h e 
a l s o v a l u e s t h e r i c h e s o f C h u r c h 
l i f e w h i c h e v e n t h e s c h i s m a t i c s a n d 
h e r e t i c s p o s s e s s . " Proceedings Of 
The Conference of Orthodox 
Churches; J u l y , 1 9 4 8 ; Y M C A 
P r e s s , P a r i s , F r a n c e ; p p . 1 0 6 f . 
N o t i c e t h a t t h i s p r i e s t a n d u n i v e r s i t y 

p r o f e s s o r i s j u s t a s i n s i s t e n t o n t h e a b ­
s o l u t e t r u t h o f h i s d o c t r i n e s a s M r . 
L e V a n . H e s p e a k s f r a n k l y . I h a v e 
m y s e l f t a l k e d j u s t a s f r a n k l y to a n O r ­
t h o d o x s c h o l a r a b o u t t h e t h r e e P e r s o n s 
i n t h e T r i n i t y . H e t o o k it i n g o o d p a r t . 
F o r t h e e c u m e n i c a l s p i r i t i s o n e o f l o v ­
i n g e n q u i r y a n d w i t n e s s t o t h e t r u t h 
a s e a c h o n e s e e s i t . 

T h a t i s t h e s p i r i t o f S w e d e n b o r g . I t 
i s t h e H o l y S p i r i t o f t h e L o r d J e s u s 
C h r i s t i n H i s S e c o n d C o m i n g . H o w -
w e l l I l e a r n e d to k n o w t h a t S p i r i t a t 
t h e E c u m e n i c a l I n s t i t u t e i n G e n e v a , 
S w i t z e r l a n d ! " T h i s i s t h e L o r d ' s 
d o i n g , a n d i t i s m a r v e l l o u s i n o u r e y e s ! " 

J O H N W . S P I E R S 
C h i c a g o , 111. 

Our Church Services 
T o t h e E D I T O R : 

I c a n n o t a g r e e w i t h w h a t s e e m t o m e 
t h e q u e e r a n d e r r a t i c v i e w s o f H e r m a n i s 
M i e r i n s [ M E S S E N G E R J u l y 2 5 ] i n c o n ­
d e m n i n g a l l l i t u r g i e s , l o u d r e a d i n g o f 
t h e f a i t h a n d r e s p o n s i v e s e r v i c e s . 
S u r e l y t h i s i s m u t u a l l y h e l p f u l a n d u p ­
l i f t i n g a n d g i v e s u s n e w s t r e n g t h , e n ­
c o u r a g e m e n t a n d i n s p i r a t i o n . 

M r . M i e r i n s s e e m s t o k n o w n o t h i n g 
o f t h e p o w e r o f t h o u g h t a n d t h e p o w e r 
o f s u g g e s t i o n t h r o u g h t h e s p o k e n w o r d . 
A b u r n i n g c o a l w i l l c e a s e g l o w i n g i f 
i t i s n o t i n t o u c h w i t h o t h e r b u r n i n g 
c o a l s . T h o u g h t i s a l i v i n g f o r c e a n d 
t h e s p o k e n w o r d i s t h o u g h t e x p r e s s e d . 
W h e n w e l i s t e n to t h e r a d i o a n d h e a r 
a m a n f r o m Y o k o h a m a o r S e o u l g i v e u s 
t h e n e w s , t h o u s a n d s o f m i l e s a w a y , i n 
a f e w s e c o n d s w e r e a l i z e t h a t s p o k e n 
w o r d s h a v e g i v e n p o t e n c y to t h e t h o u g h t 
o f t h e a n n o u n c e r . 

I n t h e P s a l m s w e find m a n y p l a c e s 
w h e r e w e a r e u r g e d t o w o r s h i p t h e 
L o r d l o u d l y w i t h v a r i o u s m u s i c a l i n ­
s t r u m e n t s . " L e t t h e f a i t h f u l e x u l t i n 
g l o r y , l e t t h e h i g h p r a i s e s o f G o d b e 
i n t h e i r t h r o a t s . " (149, RSV.) " P r a i s e 
G o d i n h i s s a n c t u a r y ; p r a i s e h i m w i t h 
t r u m p e t s o u n d ; p r a i s e h i m w i t h l u t e 
a n d h a r p ! P r a i s e H i m w i t h t i m b r e l 

a n d d a n c e ; p r a i s e H i m w i t h s t r i n g s a n d 
p i p e ! P r a i s e H i m w i t h s o u n d i n g c y m ­
b a l s ; p r a i s e H i m w i t h l o u d c l a s h i n g 
c y m b a l s ! " ( 1 5 0 , RSV.) 

O u r p u b l i c w o r s h i p i n t h i s l i f e c a n ­
n o t b e l i k e t h a t i n t h e o t h e r l i f e , f o r 
h e r e c o n d i t i o n s a r e s o d i f f e r e n t . W h e n 
w e l e a v e t h i s w o r l d o u r c h a r a c t e r a n d 
r u l i n g l o v e a r e fixed, a n d r e g e n e r a t i o n 
i n t h e o t h e r l i f e i s i m p o s s i b l e , u n l e s s 
b e g u n h e r e . 

O . G . D E G N E R 
B o u r b o n , M o . • 

A Spiritual Heritage 
T o t h e E D I T O R : 

H a v i n g r e a d t h e s e r i e s o f s e r m o n s 
b y t h e l a t e R e v . I s a a c G . E n s , w h i c h 
a p p e a r e d i n y o u r h e l p f u l a n d v a l u e d 
p u b l i c a t i o n [ 4 / 1 4 , 5 / 1 6 , 8 / 8 ] , m a y I 
e x p r e s s m y s i n c e r e a p p r e c i a t i o n f o r t h e 
t r u l y " s p i r i t u a l h e r i t a g e " t h a t t h i s m a n 
o f G o d h a s l e f t t o p o s t e r i t y . 

T h i s w r i t e r k n e w n o t h i n g w h a t e v e r 
a b o u t o u r d e p a r t e d f r i e n d w h i l e h e w a s 
i n t h i s w o r l d , y e t I w a s f u l l y c o n s c i o u s 
o f a p r e s e n c e i n t h e g r e a t s p i r i t u a l 
w o r l d a l l a b o u t u s , a s I r e a d a n d r e ­
r e a d h i s t h o u g h t s . 

F o r a s S w e d e n b o r g t e l l s u s , t i m e a n d 
s p a c e h a v e n o c o n t r o l o v e r t h e s p i r i t , 
a s a l s o i n d i c a t e d b y M r . E n s i n t h e 
o p e n i n g p a r a g r a p h o f b i s c o n c l u d i n g 
s e r m o n , " O u r S p i r i t u a l K i n f o l k . " O f 
c o u r s e , t h e n a t u r a l m a n o r w o m a n w h o 
l i v e s e n t i r e l y i n t h e s e n s e s , n e v e r c a n 
u n d e r s t a n d t h i s . 

H o w e v e r i t i s e v i d e n t t h a t M r . E n s 
i n t h e c l o s i n g d a y s o f h i s l i f e b r o u g h t 
f r o m h i s s t o r e h o u s e o f k n o w l e d g e , 
t r e a s u r e s b o t h o l d a n d n e w f r o m t h e 
L o r d ' s H o l y W o r d , c o n c e r n i n g t h e N e w 
J e r u s a l e m c o m i n g d o w n f r o m G o d o u t 
o f h e a v e n : t h e N e w C h u r c h a n d t h e 
h e a v e n l y d o c t r i n e , r e f r e s h i n g o u r s o u l s , 
i n v i g o r a t i n g o u r m i n d s a n d r e n e w i n g 
o u r s p i r i t s . 

M r . E n s h a s l e f t a n i m p e r i s h a b l e 
m e m o r i a l i n h i s t h o u g h t s , h i s w o r d s , h i s 
l o g i c , d o c t r i n a l a f f i r m a t i o n s , t h e o l o g i c a l 
c o n c e p t s a n d s p i r i t u a l t r u t h s w h i c h h e 
e x p o u n d e d so w e l l . 

F R A N K W O O D 
B u r n h a m , P a . 

The NEW CHURCH 
THEOLOGICAL SCHOOL 

48 Quincy St., Cambridge, Mass. 
F o u r - y e a r c o u r s e f o r t h e m i n i s t r y , 

i n c l u d i n g t h e B . D . degree b y 
c o o p e r a t i o n w i t h n e i g h b o r i n g 

s e m i n a r i e s . 

H o m e S t u d y i n t h e t e a c h i n g s o f 
t h e C h u r c h is a v a i l a b l e . 

For information apply to 
Rev. Everett K. Bray 

President 
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Search The 
Scriptures. . . 

And God said, Let there be lights in 
the firmament of the heavens to divide 
the day from the night. . . . 

— G E N E S I S 1:14 

I N HIS E X P L A N A T I O N of these words 
Swedenborg observes (Arcana 3 0 2 ) that 
the verb in the p h r a s e , " L e t there be 
l i g h t s , " is in the s i n g u l a r form and not 
as one would expect i n the p l u r a l form, 
agreeing w i t h the p l u r a l subject 
" l i g h t s . " 

Another case of a s i m i l i a r g r a m ­
mat ica l construction is found in Genesis 
35 :26 . T h e reason for these unusual 
departures f r o m the rules of syntax is 
to be found, as Swedenborg states, i n 
the requirements of the s p i r i t u a l sense 
within the H e b r e w . 

I n the case of the verse quoted, the 
s ingular , j u s s i v e form of the verb " t o 
b e " is used, because in the s p i r i t u a l 
state being described, faith and love 
" m a k e o n e . " I n this number of the 
Arcana, and in p a r a g r a p h 34 of that 
same w o r k , n. 34, Swedenborg l i s t s , in 
genera l , three different types of " f a i t h " : 
1. " F a i t h i n the m e m o r y , " " f a i t h of 
k n o w l e d g e , " " k n o w l e d g e of the doc-
tr ina ls of faith without l o v e . " 2 . " F a i t h 
in the u n d e r s t a n d i n g " or " i n t e l l e c t u a l 
f a i t h . " 3. " F a i t h in the h e a r t , " the 
" f a i t h of l o v e " or " s a v i n g f a i t h . " 

B e c a u s e the t h i r d type of faith is 
what is sp ir i tua l ly r e f e r r e d to by the 
w o r d " l i g h t s " in the text above, and be­
cause as Swedenborg further observes in 
A., as last quoted, that " L o v e a n d faith 
can never be separated , because they 
constitute one and the same t h i n g , " the 
verb in the p h r a s e , " L e t there be l i g h t s " 
is put in the s ingular form of the i m p e r ­
fect tense. 

T h i s doctrine of the oneness of " s a v ­
i n g f a i t h " and its essential love recal ls 
some important statements made i n the 
work Divine Love and Wisdom. 

T h u s we find in n. 39 of this impor ­
tant book, the fo l lowing, " I n man love 
a n d wisdom appear as two separate 
things , yet in themselves they are one 
d i s t i n c t l y , because with m a n wisdom is 
such as the love i s , and love is such as 
the wisdom i s . T h e wisdom which does 
not make one with its love a p p e a r s to be 
wisdom, but it is not ; a n d the love w h i c h 
does not make one with its wisdom a p ­
pears to be the love of wisdom, but it is 
not ; for the one must derive its essence 
and its l ife rec iproca l ly from the o t h e r . " 

T h e s e statements by Swedenborg 
about the distinct oneness of " s a v i n g 
f a i t h " or " f a i t h in the h e a r t " and love, 
are impress ive , and they are important 
u n d e r l y i n g pr inc ip les of our C h u r c h ' s 
s p i r i t u a l phi losophy. 

B u t add to these statements the bead­
ing to n . 40 in D. L . W. which reads , 
" D i v i n e love a n d wisdom are substance 
and f o r m " we have a fundamental ly 
new a n d revolutionary concept added to 
our thought about the relationship of 
love and fa i th . 

I n states of reflection, a n d through 
our r e a d i n g and conversation, we ex­
perience frequently enough w h a t S w e ­
denborg has c h a r a c t e r i z e d as n a t u r a l 
faith or " f a i t h of k n o w l e d g e , " " f a i t h i n 
the m e m o r y , " or , as " f a i t h in the under­
s t a n d i n g , " and we see that these types 
m a y not be at a l l " a o n e " with the love 
of others that the L o r d alone gives to 
the regenerat ing m a n . 

I n other words , only in the experience 
of the regenerating man or woman does 
love and its wisdom or fa i th become 
such a " d i s t i n c t o n e " as a substance and 
its form a r e . 

A t A. C. 9550 , it is declared that 
" l o v e is the soul of t r u t h . " T h i s means 
that love is the only formative and 
creative energy in the universe . S p i r i t -

Book Review 
A B U C K E Y E T I T A N . By W. E. and 

Ophia D. Smith. Published by the 
Historical and Philosophical Society 
of Ohio, Cincinnati, 1953. $5.00. 

N e w C h u r c h m e n w i l l open A Buck­
eye Titan with a favorable bias . Some 
have heard both D r . and M r s . S m i t h 
lecture , a n d most have read M r s . 
Smith ' s excel lent art ic les on F r a n c i s 
B a i l e y , J o h n n y A p p l e s e e d , " T h e S i x t y 
Foot S m i t h s , " a n d the N e w C h u r c h in 
Ohio . A l s o , the t i tan of the title is 
Colonel J o h n H . J a m e s — s o n - i n - l a w of 
F r a n c i s B a i l e y , husband of A b b y B a i l e y 
J a m e s , a n e a r l y N e w C h u r c h m a n , a 
founder of U r b a n a U n i v e r s i t y , the 
builder of the J a m e s home i n U r b a n a , 
and the scholar who began and p r e ­
served the J a m e s private l i b r a r y . 
Ohio N e w C h u r c h m e n especia l ly w i l l 
be d r a w n to A Buckeye Titan in Ohio 's 
sesquicentennial y e a r . I n the book they 
have set before them Ohio history be­
tween 1813 and 1870 as that history 
was l ived by Colonel J a m e s , bis fami ly , 
and his fr iends . W i d e r his tory is seen 
too through the eyes of J o h n H . J a m e s 
and his f a m i l y , since they k n e w impor ­
tant people in the nation and con­
ducted a wide correspondence. Source 
m a t e r i a l for A Buckeye Titan, and pos­
s ibly for much more excellent historical 
r e s e a r c h , is in the J a m e s l i b r a r y — 
Colonel J a m e s ' d i a r y from 1821-1881 
and letters accumulated by the J a m e s 
family through much of the Colonel 's 
l i fe and a r r a n g e d chronological ly in 
1863 by Colonel J a m e s in 114 volumes 
of correspondence and i n boxes of u n ­
bound letters. T h e papers of a n i m ­
portant man who knew prominent peo-

ual love, as " s o u l , " consciously reveals 
its qual i ty and fulfills its purposes 
through the truth or wisdom or " f o r m " 
that constitutes its b o d y — a body that 
the love i tsel f has alone created. 

T h i s soul and body, in the case of 
the spir i tual love of others and its em­
bodying faith or wisdom, are a l w a y s a 
one, an act ive , l i v i n g unity . 

B e c a u s e of our n a t u r a l inheritance 
from the immediate a n d from the d i s ­
tant past , because of Ar is tote l ian em­
phasis on thought and logical relations 
for centuries after his day , because of 
the very nature of the uncontrolled self , 
we are ever prone to substitute " f a i t h in 
the m e m o r y " or " i n t e l l e c t u a l f a i t h " for 
that " f a i t h in the h e a r t " that is essen­
t i a l l y a l i v i n g love, a love that comes 
from the L o r d ' s divine love and wisdom 
as a " d i s t i n c t o n e . " 

" W h a t G o d hath j o i n e d together let 
not man put a s u n d e r . " 

" A n d G o d sa id , let there be lights in 
the firmament of the h e a v e n s . " — W A R -
K E N G o D D A R D 

pie a n d recorded sixty y e a r s of h is tory 
in his d i a r y shed much light on that 
period. A t heart Colonel J a m e s was a 
scholar , one who regretted that the 
years he i n w a r d l y longed to spend in 
study and w r i t i n g were spent in " t h e 
toils of p e c u n i a r y b u s i n e s s . " I n his 
own phrase " t h e toils of pecuniary 
b u s i n e s s , " Co lonel J a m e s was u n j u s t to 
himsel f . I n his profession of l a w be 
became a legal scholar , wise and p r o ­
fessional even i n C i v i l W a r days when 
the pressure to follow expedience was 
almost overburdening. I n banking he 
showed s c h o l a r l y insight in his " p e c u ­
n i a r y t o i l s . " H i s theories of b a n k i n g 
could not save his bank and his r e p u t a ­
tion as a banker in the 1840's , but some 
of his theories were incorporated in the 
F e d e r a l R e s e r v e A c t of 1913. T h e 
scholar at heart becoming a man of a c ­
tion is revealed also in Colonel J a m e s 
as r a i l r o a d bui lder for Ohio 's future , 
as legis lator , as newspaper editor, and 
as lecturer . M e n of such stature w e r e 
essential , but few i n Ohio from 1821-
1881. A s a m a n of thought and a man 
of action Colonel J a m e s influenced Ohio 
history , and at the same time he k e p t 
the records of that history . A Buckeye 
Titan is much broader than b i o g r a p h y ; 
it depicts the his tory of the period 
1813-1870 as that h is tory is revealed 
by the J a m e s manuscr ipts from the 
time J o h n n y J a m e s , thirteen years old 
in 1813, c l imbed the bank of "the Ohio 
R i v e r to view C i n c i n n a t i to 1870, when 
Colonel J a m e s w r o t e : " I t is now pret ty 
wel l k n o w n that the old W h i g P a r t y 
has its headquarters in U r b a n a and m a y 
be seen dai ly d r i v i n g about in a n old 
buggy, d r a w n by a n old horse , that goes 
bis old w a y s and w i l l s tand only at his 
p o s t . " — E D W A R D F . M E M M O T T 
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C O N D U C T E D BY T H E REV. L O U I S A . D O L E F O R T H E S W E D E N B O R G F O U N D A T I O N 

Arcana Class I — September, 1953 
Vol. X, 8141 —8251 

I n the i n t e r n a l sense I s r a e l r e p r e ­
sents the s p i r i t u a l c h u r c h , and Exodus 
1*. the chapter covered i n this month's 
reading, treats of the first temptations 
;> I s r a e l sets forth from E g y p t after 
the celebration of the first Passover , 

the exposition of this chapter E g y p t 
ids for a persuasive but not a s a v ­

ing f a i t h , and the horses and chariots 
of E g y p t are the doctrines and the 
understanding of them b y those in p e r ­
suasive fa i th . 

Swedenborg defines persuasive faith 
•.s fo l lows: " P e r s u a s i v e fa i th exists to­

gether with evi l of l i fe , but not saving 
f a i t h ; for persuasive faith is a p e r s u a -

n that a l l things that belong to the 
doctrine of the church are true , not for 
the sake of t r u t h , nor for the sake of 
l i fe , nor even for the sake of sa lvat ion , 
for in this they s c a r c e l y be l ieve ; but 
for the sake of se l f -advantage , that i s , 
for the sake of getting honors and 
real th , and for the sake of reputation 

with a view to t h e s e . " ( 8 1 4 8 ) 

T h i s fa i th , since it has not regard 
for the L o r d nor for the good of the 
neighbor, but looks only to se l f and the 
world , is not a s a v i n g fa i th . I t is d i s -
>ipated in the other l i f e ; indeed it is 
dissipated in this w o r l d i f nothing is 
sa ined by it. T h i s faith is not from 
the L o r d but is from m a n himself . 
N". 8152 is an important statement of 
what true faith is and also regarding 
the L o r d ' s u n i v e r s a l C h u r c h , w h i c h con-
sists of a l l those throughout the w o r l d 
who live according to the precepts of 
c h a r i t y . 

Notes 
8 1 7 2 4 . " S t a n d s t i l l , a n d see the s a l ­

vation of J e h o v a h . " S a l v a t i o n is from 
the L o r d alone. M a n of h imsel f c a n ­
not overcome even the least evi l . Y e t 
man must fight against evi l as of h i m ­
self , that the L o r d m a y fight for h im. 
(8176 , 8 1 7 9 2 ) 

8 1 7 9 3 . P r a y e r s of those in tempta­
tion are but l i tt le b e a r d , because temp­
tations are for the amendment of l ife 
and salvation. T h i s does not mean that 
we should not p r a y when i n temptation. 
T h e L o r d gave us the example when 
H e p r a y e d , " I f it be possible, let this 
cup pass from m e : nevertheless not as 
I w i l l but as thou w i l t . " 

8192 . T h e p i l l a r of cloud that p r o ­
tected the I s r a e l i t e s was a choir ( c o m ­
p a n y ) of angels . C o m p a r e this with 
the angels round about E l i s l i a . " M i c h ­
a e l , " " R a p h a e l , " and others are not i n ­
dividual angels , but are such societies 
or groups. 

8200. " A H divine power is through 

the truth that proceeds from the L o r d . 
T h i s created a l l t h i n g s . " " D i v i n e truth 
has in it a l l power, insomuch that it is 
power i t s e l f . " R e a d this whole n u m ­
ber very c a r e f u l l y , espec ia l ly the last 
sentence. 

8220. " T h e r e w a s not left one of 
t h e m " as a p p l i e d to the L o r d r e p r e ­
sents the completeness of the R e d e m p ­
tion. 

8223. Note Swedenborg 's render ing 
here of Matthew 7 :12. One cannot do 
b a r m of any k i n d to another without 
doing the same h a r m to himself . T h i s 
is a universa l s p i r i t u a l l a w . A n d very 
often even in this w o r l d what we wish 
for another returns upon ourselves . 

8237. E v i l cannot be seen from 
evi l , but only from good. A n evi l man 
is s p i r i t u a l l y bl ind. T h e r e is no such 
thing as " en l ightened s e l f - i n t e r e s t . " 

8247. T h e cheerfulness of the i n ­
habitants of the planet J u p i t e r is due 
to their freedom from w o r l d l y cares and 
from anxiety about the future. 

Readings for October 
October 8252 — 8272 

8273 — 8288 
8289 — 8312 
8313 — 8343 

1 - 7 
8 - 14 

15 - 21 
22 - 31 

Arcana Class I I—September, 1953 
Vol. IV, 3139 — 3227 

T h e S c r i p t u r e covered by this 
month's r e a d i n g completes the story of 
the successful mission of A b r a h a m ' s 
servant to get a wife for I s a a c . 

A s we noted last month, the s p i r i t u a l 
meaning deals with the development of 
the rat ional . W e are more fami l iar 
with the n a t u r a l p lane of the mind be­
cause we are born n a t u r a l and while we 
live here on e a r t h , e v e r y t h i n g of w h i c h 
we have any consciousness comes to us 
by means of the body. " M a n is born 
into no t r u t h , but has a l l to l e a r n , and 
this by a n external w a y . " ( 3 1 7 5 2 ) 

So to the n a t u r a l p lane of the mind 
belong " a l l memory knowledges , thus 
all knowledges of every k i n d whatever , 
and a l l n a t u r a l affections that man has 
in common with brute a n i m a l s . " ( 3 2 2 0 ) 
L o v e to the L o r d and to the neighbor 
are not of these. 

T h o u g h everyone has a rat ional p lane 
of the m i n d , no one is born rat ional , 
but only with the c a p a c i t y of becoming 
rat ional . H e becomes rat ional through 
memory knowledges , namely through 
knowledges of many genera and speeies, 
the first of which are means leading to 
those w h i c h follow next , and this in 
order even to the last w h i c h are k n o w l ­
edges of the s p i r i t u a l things of the 
L o r d ' s k ingdom, and are cal led doc­
t r i n a l things . ( 3 1 6 1 2 ) 

" F o r the case is this , man is never 

born into any t r u t h , not even into a n y 
n a t u r a l t r u t h , as that he should not 
steal . . . s t i l l less is he born into any 
spir i tual t r u t h — a s that there is a G o d , 
a n d that he has a s p i r i t u a l which l ives 
after death. M a n learns both these 
kinds of t r u t h , otherwise he would be 
much worse than a brute a n i m a l ; for 
from bis heredi tary nature he loves h i m ­
self above a l l and desires to possess a l l 
things in the w o r l d . " ( 3 1 7 5 ) 

T h e rat ional m i n d is internal to the 
n a t u r a l . T o it belongs the t h i n k i n g f a c ­
ulty that is perceptive of what is equi­
table and j u s t , and of what is true and 
good, also a l l s p i r i t u a l affections which 
are p r o p e r l y h u m a n and by which man 
is dist inguished from beasts . 

I t is of order that the rat ional should 
be made s p i r i t u a l by means of spir i tual 
knowledges . Y e t s p i r i t u a l knowledges 
alone are not sufficient: there must be 
" g o o d " in the rat ional . " G o o d is not 
good separate from t r u t h " ( 3 1 4 1 ) , 
neither we see is t ruth separate from 
good, for it is good in the rational 
which comprehends and sees and is able 
to j u d g e between right and wrong . 

T h e work of the L o r d in br inging 
into order this rat ional of the human 
assumed from M a r } - , a n d how it was 
united to good i n the D i v i n e is the i n ­
ternal meaning of the story of getting 
a wife for I s a a c . 

Notes 
3141. I n s t r u c t i o n must come first, 

for influx takes place according to the 
degree of instruct ion. 

3 2 0 7 3 . A p p e a r a n c e s : " B e it known 
however, that neither with m a n , nor i n ­
deed with a n angel , a r e any truths ever 
pure , that is devoid of a p p e a r a n c e s . " 
I t should be noted that the word " a p ­
p e a r a n c e " does not mean that the a p ­
pearance is necessar i ly false , but refers 
to an object as seen or perceived, the 
immediate object of exper ience ; and 
there are different levels of experience, 
as for example sense experience, r a ­
tional experience , etc. T h e s e facts con­
c e r n i n g the m e a n i n g of " a p p e a r a n c e s " 
should be held i n mind especial ly when 
Swedenborg is s p e a k i n g of space and 
time. 

Readings for October 
October 1 - 7 3228 — 3243 

8 - 14 3244 — 32G7 
15 - 2 1 3268 — 3296 
22 - 31 3297 — 3306 

"New Religion" Rising 
A c c o r d i n g to a recent art ic le in 

Collier's a new religion cal led Caodaism 
after one C a o D a i who " r e v e a l e d " h i m ­
sel f from the spir i t w o r l d to a n official, 
has been s tarted in Southern I n d o ­
china . I t seems to be made up of 
C h r i s t i a n a n d oriental bel iefs , though 
" i t s heart is s p i r i t i s m . " 
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Qhtidh&riA. Qohnsuu 
Sign of the Irish Potato 

W H E N N O R M A W E N T DOWN to break­
fast that windy, early March morning 
she noticed, l y i n g at her place at the 
table, a large raw potato. 

" W h a t in the w o r l d ! " she exclaimed. 
She picked i t up and looked i t over 
carefully. I t was scrubbed very clean, 
and there was a t iny tag attached to i t 
bearing her name. 

"A strange present, isn't i t , mother?" 
she asked. 

Then she saw a t i n y b i t of paper 
protruding from one end of the potato. 
She pulled i t out careful ly , flattened i t 
out and read: 

Saint Patrick's day draws near, 
you see, 

W i t h all its m i r t h and j o l l i t y ; 
So come that night , at half-past 

e ight—O, 
To the sign of the big I r i s h potato. 
There was no name attached. Norma 

pondered and puzzled as to who was 
g iv ing the party . She walked to school 
wi th Jane Mar ie , and they talked and 
talked, but could not decide. Most of 
the girls w i th whom they played had 
such invitations, and none of them could 
guess. 

That day, as the gir ls walked home 
after school, they made plans for the 
party . 

" I f we can ever find where i t i s , " 
they sighed. Jean was going to wear 
a br ight green dress, E l la Mae had a 
cunning Ir i sh hat. A l l of them were 
to get shamrocks. 

A t last the longed-for day arrived. 
S t i l l the place where the party was to 
be held remained a mystery. B u t that 
evening, as they went home from school, 
they found curious, potato-shaped signs 
posted here and there, w i th arrows 
point ing to the "Sign of the B i g I r i sh 
Potato." 

" I t w i l l be easy," sighed Al ic ia . 
"Let ' s a l l dress and go together to 

find the place," suggested Jane Marie . 
That evening, dressed in their party 

clothes, they set out on their quest. 
Phyl l is brought her brother's flashlight, 
and they turned it on the signs. They 
followed them here and there, h u r r y ­
ing down streets, across corners and 
back again. 

F inal ly the t r a i l twisted, and they 
curved back and at last reached 
Norma's street. As they ran along i t , 
they noticed a l i ght over the gate. 
When they reached i t , there was a huge 
brown potato, w i th a b ig white sign, 
"The Sign of the B i g I r i sh Potato." 

How they laughed! 
" T h a t was pret ty smart of you, 

Norma, to play so innocent," said Jane 
Marie . " I don't believe I could have 
kept a secret as you d i d . " 

" B u t i t was really a secret to me, 
too," Norma answered. "Mother must 
have planned i t a l l herself as a surprise 
for me." 

They rang the doorbell , and M r s . 
M a r t i n , in a green dress, ushered them 
i n and welcomed a l l of them. 

There were green shades over the 
l ights , green shamrocks everywhere. 

What an evening fo l lowed! They 
had potato races, danced I r i sh j igs and 
had game after game that everyone 
enjoyed. 

A t length M r s . M a r t i n served ice 
cream molded to represent l i t t l e pota­
toes, and t i n y green shamrock cakes. 

A l l of the girls thought i t the j o i l i ­
est party they had attended in a long 
time. 

A f t e r they had gone, Norma turned 
to her mother. 

" N o one was as surprised as I , " she 
said. " A n d the gir ls were a l l greatly 
surprised, too! I t was a lovely party , 
mother, and I ' m so grateful to you. The 
Sign of the B i g I r i sh Potato w i l l a l ­
ways make me th ink of this happy 
evening . ' '—Sunday Afternoons 

Uncle Sam, Librarian 
The United States operates a spe­

cial-purpose overseas l ibrary program 
concerned wi th more than two mi l l ion 
books at 189 centers. 

Many Foreign Missions 
Despite present unsettled conditions 

abroad, there are over 18,000 mission­
aries in the field. About half of them 
serve in A f r i ca , L a t i n America and the 
West Indies. 

Certificates 
Society treasurers may obtain 

them at special prices for their 
ministers' church use. 

Son and Daughter 
C O N F I R M A T I O N . . . 

M A R R I A G E (Plain Cover) 35^ 
M A R R I A G E (Silk Cloth) $ 1.25 

THE N E W - C H U R C H PRESS 
108 Clark Street Brooklyn 2 , N . Y . 

Georgetown Church Completed; 
Furnishings Are Being Placed 

The new edifice of the church in 
Georgetown, Br i t i sh Guiana, oldest 
New Church mission, is now practically 
completed, and soon the pulpi t w i l l 
have been constructed, the altar already 
being in place. 

The Rev. Walter F. Fraser, pastor 
and missionary, is hopeful that a rep­
resentative of Convention can visit the 
mission in the near future for the dedi­
cation ceremonies. 

MARRIED 
B E C H E H E L - J U D S O N . — T h e Rev. Reyn-

alds Eteve Becherel, minister at T o r ­
onto, was married August 2 to Miss 
Marisba Judson, of that city. The Rev. 
W i l l i a m H . Bcales, Detro i t pastor, vaca­
t ioning in Toronto and Woodbridge at 
the t ime, officiated, the ceremony taking 
place in the church of the local Society. 
M r . Becherel is a son of the late Rev. 
Cornelius Becherel, pastor for many 
years of the societies i n the Isle of 
Mauri t ius . 

• 
R A T Z L A F F - E N S . — A quiet informal 

wedding was solemnized i n the church 
of the Rosthern Society Ju ly 1 when 
Miss Lyd ia Ens and M r . Thomas Ratz-
laff were married. The Rev. Henry 
Reddekopp, missionary i n Saskatoon, 
performed the ceremony. Organ music 
was offered by James Ratzlaff, and 
A r t Abrams escorted the guests to their 
seats. The bride is a daughter of M r . 
and M r s . Abram Ens of Waldbeim, and 
the groom's parents are the late M r . 
and M r s . Tobias Ratzlaff. A joyous 
reception followed at the home of the 
bride's parents. 
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Students upon graduation at the 4 . 
^ end of three years' training are pre- |£ 
* pared for teaching in nursery school, * 
«H kindergarten and primary grades. H« 
•H Graduates while continuing to H» 
* hold winter teaching positions may * 
* obtain their B.S. degree in Educa- {jj 
•H tion through College credits allowed rt« 
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