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W o r d s o f W i s d o m . . . 

J j f T E W H O believes t h a t w o r s h i p consists 
15p solely i n g o i n g t o c h u r c h , i n h e a r i n g 
p r e a c h i n g there , a n d i n p r a y i n g is much de
ceived. R e a l w o r s h i p consists i n p e r f o r m i n g 
uses, and this t h r o u g h everyone d i s c h a r g i n g 
a r i g h t his f u n c t i o n , thus i n serv ing his c o u n t r y , 
societ} ' , a n d his ne ighbor f r o m the h e a r t , and 
i n a c t i n g w i t h s i n c e r i t y i n a l l his assoc iat ions ; 
also i n p e r f o r m i n g duties p r u d e n t l y ac cord ing 
t o the q u a l i t y o f each. These uses are p r i n 
c i p a l l y the exercises o f c h a r i t y , and those 
whereby the L o r d p r i n c i p a l l y is w o r s h i p p e d . — 
Arcana 7 0 3 8 . 

EDITORIALS 

Our Distant Outposts 
A S T H I S issue o f T H E M E S S E N G E R emphasizes the 

* • i n t e r n a t i o n a l c h a r a c t e r of the New C h u r c h 
r g a n i z a t i o n , and the universa l aspect of i ts teach-

j i g . n a t u r a l l y more t h o u g h t t h a n usua l m a y be given 
i those i n f a r off l a n d s — f a r off, t h a t is, f r o m 

•here the greater number o f New C h u r c h people 
• nterod, and f r om whence our worldwide work 

- d irected or i t rad iates . B u t t o those i n E u r o p e , 
or A f r i c a , i t is we who are f o r e i g n , because 
it f r o m t h e i r lands. T h i s is a perspective 

American and B r i t i s h students o f Swedenborg's 
wr i t ings do no t always apprec iate . However , i t is 

fact t h a t the Church 's o rda ined missionaries 
r . v a l l have come f r o m t h e i r respective countries 

t o the theolog ica l schools of the Convent ion and 
reference, and in t h a t respect we can p r o p e r l y 

" i n k of our foreign missions and s tat ions . 
I t is well also occasionally t o r emind ourselves 

o f the difficulties faced b y these men a t d i s t a n t o u t -
tts . I n B u r m a f o r example, now under the j u r i s -
"ion of the Conference, the miss ionary v i r t u a l l y 

works under w a r condit ions . T h e r e is no peace 
" B u r m a , and C h r i s t i a n missions bear the an imos i ty 
mi the enemy well k n o w n to be behind the cont inued 

1-hed. I n China three smal l outposts o f Con-
" r i i t i o n , act ive f o r some years , qu i te possibly have 

•eared. N o w o r d has been received f r o m or 
t o u t them f o r some t ime . E v e n i n Czechoslovakia 

•fcere n o r m a l l y an a i r m a i l l e t t e r could now a r r i v e 
ee days , there is no d i rec t news of the com-

i t i v e l y extensive w o r k there and i n Bohemia and 
via. W e have been in f o rmed however, of cer-

- r. ecclesiastical consol idations so t h a t now i n 
.- c o u n t r y the New C h u r c h is a " b r a n c h " o f the 

" .T . i tar ian d e n o m i n a t i o n ! B u t otherwise there has 
:nen no r e p o r t of coercion b y the state . Elsewhere 

rope among those free of d o m i n a t i o n b y those 
. :, <eem t o consider themselves the enemies o f the 

under of the w o r l d , the economic s i t u a t i o n con-
- rues serious. H e r e i f we compla in of h i g h prices , 
a t least there are f ood , c l o t h i n g and shoes t o be 

" t i n e d i n n o r m a l abundance. 
I t should n o t need distress and res t r i c t i ons t o a t -

- - i c t the Church 's a t t e n t i o n t o i t s devoted outposts . 
7 v are the assurance we have, f o r one t h i n g , of the 

i l our teachings have f o r a l l peoples, whether 
- - : r leanings are t o w a r d science, p h i l o s o p h y o r 
r e l i g i o n , and whether t h e i r inher i tance is N o r d i c , 

i or O r i e n t a l . A n d h a v i n g t h a t assurance, i f 
i t is necessary, we can more r e a d i l y unders tand 
• h a t our p a r t is to extend th i s antennae, sensitively 
r i k i n g contacts w i t h those who would s t a r t t h e i r 
j o u r n e y t o the New Jersusalem w i t h new t r u t h s and 

ructions concerning i t ? — L . M . 

Truth Made Respectable 
H E N C a r l Gustav J u n g , Swiss p s y c h i a t r i s t 

gave an interv iew t o Time in whi ch he as-
erted his views on G o d , the Reader's Digest con

sidered i t i m p o r t a n t and i n t e r e s t i n g enough to r e 
publ i sh i t i n i t s J a n u a r y , ' 5 3 , number . D r . J u n g 
i n a s i n g u l a r l y f r a n k a r t i c l e on r e l i g i o n b y a m a n 
of his profess ion, s ta ted i n p a r t , i t is "reasonable 
t o suppose a vast reservoir o f wisdom . . . " and 
" I consider i t wise t o recognize the idea of God 
consc iously . " T h e t h o u g h t , a lmost the words , here 
expressed has been f a m i l i a r to students of Sweden
borg 's theolog ica l works since a l i t t l e hook f r o m his 
pen, b u t w i t h o u t his name, appeared i n A m s t e r d a m 
i n 1 7 6 3 . I n f a c t others have h a d such concepts 
as Jung ' s since a very ear ly d a y i n recorded h i s t o r y , 
h u t the Swedish sage, we believe, was the first t o 
expound this precise p r o p o s i t i o n to the extent o f 
4 3 2 none too short p a r a g r a p h s — c o n c l u d i n g , much 
to the amazement o f the learned w o r l d then and 
now, w i t h an account of the body 's f o r m ( n o t 
phys ique ) immediately f o l l o w i n g concept ion. I t is 
t ime t h a t the respec tab i l i ty whi ch can w a f t f r o m 
Z u r i c h t o New Y o r k the words o f an eminent p s y 
c h i a t r i s t who wri tes o n l y i n h a l t i n g vein of w h a t 
Swedenborg set down in minute de ta i l two centuries 
ago, cast i t s g low on th i s f o r g o t t e n L a s t G r e a t 
Teacher o f the Race , as Emerson s ty led h i m . T h e 
Swedenborg F o u n d a t i o n , we happen to know, is r i g h t 
now cons ider ing the steps necessary t o end th i s 
near ob l iv ion suffered b y the P r o p h e t of the N o r t h , 
because f r o m be ing a noted scientist and statesman 
he chose the ro le o f rel igious r e f o rmer . T h e suc
cessful outcome of such an u n d e r t a k i n g by the 
F o u n d a t i o n surely w o u l d affect f o r good the ent i re 
human r a c e . — L . M . 

A M O N G T H E h i t h e r t o unknown p i c tures published 
i n the new b i o g r a p h y — " T h e Swedenborg E p i c , " is 
an i l l u s t r a t i o n o f our a u t h o r ' s house, before i t was 
demolished some years ago, p l a i n l y showing a clothes 
l ine i n the f r o n t y a r d . T h i s l i t t l e t o u c h well i n d i 
cates the homey, qui te personal view this book gives 
f o r the first t i m e of the P r o p h e t of the N o r t h . 

A survey recent ly disclosed t h a t " l o v e " is the 
theme o f more t h a n 8 0 % o f a l l fiction, stage, r a d i o , 
m o t i o n p i c t u r e and television p r o d u c t i o n s . 



Old Gems In New Settings 
O f t h e A n t e d i l u v i a n s by T h o m a s A . K i n g 

H E sons o f G o d saw the daughters o f men t h a t they were f a i r . " 
{Genesis 6 :2 . ) T h i s means t h a t the remains of t r u t h s of doc t r ine 

t h a t had come down to th i s p o s t e r i t y t h r o u g h the l o n g line o f the Cainites 
[ f r o m C a i n ] and Sethites i n the church were d r a w n down t o the level o f 
the lusts t h a t h a d g r o w n u p i n the wicked hearts of these people and were 
so p e r v e r t e d as t o f a v o r those lusts . T h e n the final step was t a k e n ; the 
a w f u l deed was done. " T h e y t o o k to them wives o f a l l which they chose." 
T h i n k o f w h a t th i s means. 

W h e n the h u m a n m i n d t u r n s away f r o m the L o r d ' s way of good 
l i f e t o the way o f evil l i f e , i t undergoes a marvelous change b o t h in i t s 
w i l l and i n i t s u n d e r s t a n d i n g . T h e t h i n g i t loves supremely i t t h i n k s about 
c o n t i n u a l l y , and a l l the knowledge s tored i n the m i n d is b r o u g h t down and 
over t o serve and t o f a v o r the t h i n g t h a t is loved. T h i s is the way men 
conf irm and in f i x evil loves i n themselves. I f any t r u t h is too p o w e r f u l 
t o lend i tse l f or t o be l ent to f a v o r the chosen e v i l , i t is cast o u t o f the 
m i n d and soon f o r g o t t e n , while a l l others are d r a w n i n t o f a v o r w i t h the 
r u l i n g lusts and made t o look upon them as f a i r and good. 

So i t was w i t h th i s l a s t p o s t e r i t y o f the M o s t A n c i e n t C h u r c h . T h e 
d o c t r i n a l t r u t h s , which s t i l l l ingered among men, were d r a w n down and 
con jo ined t o the lusts o f t h e i r hear ts . T h e y t o o k them wives o f the 
daughters o f men. H e r e was the i n f e r n a l m a r r i a g e — a w i l l steeped i n evil 
m a r r i e d t o a n u n d e r s t a n d i n g c o r r u p t e d b y f a l s i t y . 

W h a t could resu l t f r o m this i n f e r n a l m a r r i a g e b u t g i g a n t i c evils and 
falsit ies o f l i f e ? H e r e we see the meaning o f the g iants i n the Genesis 
a l l egory . T h e m i n d has dimensions as wel l as the body . W h e n a man 
excludes G o d , reve lat ion and the c h u r c h f r o m his m i n d , he grows m i g h t y 
big i n his own in te l l e c tua l conceit. H e regards his inf idel ist ic bombast 
as possessing g i g a n t i c p r o p o r t i o n s ; and the only bigness he fa i ls t o see 
is the bigness o f the foo l he is. " T h e f o o l h a t h said in his h e a r t there 
is no G o d . " • * * * * 

O n l y the o ther d a y one of o u r atheist ic w r i t e r s penned these w o r d s : 
" T h e t ime has come when belief i n the existence o f God is confined t o 
n u n of small c u l t u r e and lore m e n t a l i t y . " Yes , evil puffs men u p i n t h e i r 
own esteem. T h e y swell u p under the i m a g i n a r y i m p o r t a n c e o f the i r 
insane phantasies . T h i s is the inevitable resu l t o f evil confirmed in the l i f e . 

N o w , th i s c ond i t i on became universa l w i t h the people t r e a t e d o f i n 
th i s Genesis n a r r a t i v e . These A n t e d i l u v i a n g iants are called " m i g h t v men 
which were o f o ld , men of r e n o w n . " T h i s expresses the m i g h t and power 
o f the self love which they developed. H o w m i g h t y th i s love is i n every 
endeavor i t makes t o a t t a i n i t s e n d ! Self- love is a p r i n c i p l e t h a t seeks 
i t s own ends: and i t is m i g h t y to b r i n g persons and th ings i n t o a s tate 
o f serv i tude t o i tse l f . I t s f r iends are those whom i t is able t o use ; and 
its enemies are those who s tand i n i t s way . A n d these g iants were o f o ld . 

* • * * # 
These selfish loves were a l o n g t ime g r o w i n g . T h e y dated back t o 

the disobedience in E d e n . T h e y h a d been cumulat ive . N o w , they reached 
the f u l l measure o f t h e i r i n i q u i t y and a t t a i n e d a degree o f d e g r a d a t i o n 
t h a t l e f t men w i t h o u t even the desire f o r a n y t h i n g better . T h e f l ow ing i n 
o f evi l drove a l l goodness out of t h e i r h e a r t s ; and w i t h the loss of good 
ness, a l l percept ions o f t r u t h perished. T h e i r minds were g iven over to 
abominable persuas ions—to deadly phantasies . A l l flesh had c o r r u p t e d 
i tse l f . 

T h i s las t p o s t e r i t y o f the o r i g i n a l A d a m i c church perished b y 
s p i r i t u a l , yea by physical s u f f o c a t i o n ; and t h a t is why the end o f the 
M o s t Anc i en t Church is t o l d under the f o r m of the s t o r y of a flood which 
inundated and suffocated a l l flesh. T h e new o r A n c i e n t c h u r c h , which 
succeeded the A d a m i c c h u r c h , was f o rmed a m o n g those who had never 
been a real p a r t o f the M o s t Anc i en t C h u r c h . 

Trends and 
Trails 

H i g h l i g h t i n g the second general as
sembly of the Nat ional Council of 
Churches, as newly constituted, i n Den
ver, week of Dec. 7, was the emphasis 
on " f ind ing an outlet for the manpower 
of the church ( l a i ty ? ) its greatest un 
used resource." Central as the Assem
bly's theme was " E x a l t a t i o n of the 
word of God as revealed in Ho ly 
Scr ipture . " 

• 
Figures jus t released by the same 

body show that i n 47 Protestant and 
Eastern Orthodox communions report
ing there was an increase of 10.3 per 
cent in contributions the past year. 

• 
The New York Times reported just 

recently that the Masons and Knights 
of Columbus of Ridgefield Park, N . J . , 
have held their twenty-seventh annual 
all-day-get-together, nearby communi
ties now beginning to follow this out
standing example of brotherhood. 

• 
Researches by the Rural Church 

Dept . at Drew Univers i ty , Madison, 
N . J . , show that of nearly 2,000 "new" 
ministers interviewed only five per cent 
had been influenced to their call ing by 
workers in the Church. "We had to 
ask someone f i rs t , " many of these young 
men said. 

• 
Public references to Johnny Apple-

seed, early New Church missionary, are 
on the increase. The Pathfinder, Wash
ington, D . C , carried an article Nov. 
5 headed "Johnny Appleseed Goes to 
Sea." I t to ld of an ex-marine who 
f rom his own savings is s tart ing 4 - H 
clubs and handing out vegetable seeds 
as he travels in distant places. • 

A n d from the Coast New Churchman, 
A . E . Fr iend , comes a fine l ithograph 
of a pa int ing depicting John Chapman, 
transplant ing seedlings and communing 
wi th the small animals who are watch
ing him. This was widely distributed, 
with a short account of Johnny's l i f e , 
bv the U . S. t i re dealers of Oakland, 
Cali f . 

• 
Cecile De M i l l e is re-f i lming what he 

believes w i l l be his greatest Bible epic. 
Based on the g iv ing of the Ten Com
mandments, scenes w i l l be taken on M t . 
Sinai, and the p a r t i n g of the Red Sea 
w i l l be shown. 

• 
Adopted as the Fa i th and Order 

theme for the second annual assembly 
of the W o r l d Council of Churches in 
Evanston, 111., in 1954, is " O u r One
ness in Christ and our D isun i ty as 

Churches." 
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GOING FULL CHRISTIAN LENGTH; 
TEACHING THE LORD'S COMMANDS 

f Adolph L. Goerwitz 
Teach them to observe all things whatsoever I 

•-e commanded you.—MATTHEW 2 8 : 2 0 . 

~ H I S v e r y l a s t v e r s e of t h e G o s p e l o f Matthew 
%i) g ives a l s o t h e v e r y l a s t i n j u n c t i o n o f t h e L o r d 

the d i s c i p l e s , a n d i n i t is c o n t a i n e d t h e whole 
• of the C h u r c h in s imple w o r d s . I n f a c t we 

not n e e d a n y o t h e r c o m m i s s i o n b u t t h i s . 
B u t , a l t h o u g h s i m p l e a n d i m p o s s i b l e o f b e i n g m i s -

r s t o o d as i t i s . the C h u r c h h a s not r e a l l y k e p t 
- - e l f to t h i s t a s k of t e a c h i n g men a l l t h a t w h i c h 

J e s u s , t h e L o r d , h a s c o m m a n d e d . A n d t h i s is t h e 
rhief r e a s o n w h y the w o r l d is i n i t s p r e s e n t s t a t e . 

F o r , t h e L o r d ' s G o s p e l , w h i c h i s n o t a d i s s o l u t i o n 
mi t h e L a w a n d t h e P r o p h e t s , b u t t h e i r f u l f i l m e n t , 

:-. f u l l y sufficient w a y to s a l v a t i o n , l e a d i n g t o t h e 
T m e n t of the p u r p o s e of m a n ' s l i fe , here a n d 
r - e r n i t y . F o r the L o r d then l i f ts the v a l i d i t y 

mi the L a w i n t o the r e g i o n of t h o u g h t s a n d af fec -
to t h e v e r y f o u n t o f o u r d o i n g s ; a n d H e h a s 

become o u r R e d e e m e r a n d h e a l s f r o m w i t h i n w h a t 
• rases s i n a n d s o r r o w i n o u r l i v e s . 

T h e C h r i s t i a n r e l i g i o n i s t h e r e f o r e the h i g h e s t 
L . - i m o s t p e r f e c t o f t h e r e l i g i o n s . T o h i m who gives 
izmself to i t g e n u i n e l y , i t opens u p the m o s t b e a u -
' l i fe o f w h i c h m a n is c a p a b l e , a n d f r o m w i t h i n , 

. .vers h i m f r o m w h a t b r i n g s d a r k n e s s a n d d i s c o r d 
'o the s o u l f r o m h a t r e d a n d e n m i t y . 
O u r r e l i g i o n w o u l d l e a d t h e s o u l even o u t of t h e 

r d w h i c h a r i s e s f r o m b i t t e r n e s s o v e r i n j u s t i c e 
a a d p e r s e c u t i o n ; i t w o u l d s u m m o n u s n o t to be filled 

T o n e d w i t h h o s t i l i t y , b u t to d i s a r m a n d o v e r -
e i t b y benevolence , y e a , b y love . 

T h u s , t h e C h r i s t i a n r e l i g i o n i s n o t o n l y t h e h i g h -
c r t a n d i n m o s t r e l i g i o n , b u t a l s o t h e h a r d e s t f o r 

. r n a t u r a l self . F o r t h i s r e a s o n , t h i s m o s t g l o r i o u s 
-t-_:gion is a t t h e s a m e t i m e t h e one l e a s t r e a l l y l i v e d , 

t h o u g h h u n d r e d s of m i l l i o n s o f men on t h i s 
e a r t h p r o f e s s i t off icial ly . 

T h e r e f o r e t h e M o h a m m e d a n s , a s a n e x a m p l e , l ive 
x p to t h e i r r e l i g i o n f a r m o r e t h a n do t h e C h r i s t i a n s , 
t - 1 in I n d i a we h a v e w i t n e s s e d t h e H i n d u r e l i g i o n 
l i v i n g a s t r o n g e r h o l d a n d b o n d of u n i o n f o r t h e m 

- - i n even t h e i r n a t i o n a l i t y . Y e t t h a t r e l i g i o n does n o t 
i u p s u c h h i g h d e m a n d s a n d r e q u i r e m e n t s a s does 

-.--•= C h r i s t i a n . A n d t h e l o w e r we d e s c e n d a m o n g 
= r e l i g i o n s t h e m o r e f a i t h f u l we m a y find t h e i r 

r e J e v e r s . 

M a n y m a y , t h e r e f o r e , t h i n k : w o u l d n o t a r e l i g i o n 
vrth l o w e r s t a n d a r d s t h a n t h e C h r i s t i a n be p r e f e r -

: .e, i f m e n t h e n a t l e a s t w o u l d be j u s t to i t ? W o u l d 
n o t be m o r e d e s i r a b l e t h a n a r e l i g i o n so h i g h 

i t it is n o t r e a c h e d u p t o a n d l i v e d b v i t s p r e 
s s o r s ? 

B u t t h i s w o u l d a m o u n t to G o d e t e r n a l l y r e n o u n c -
e l e a d i n g of m e n u p w a r d a n d n e a r e r to H i m -

:. Y e t G o d i n H i s love y e a r n s to d r a w m a n ever 
to H i m s e l f a n d c o n j o i n h i m e v e r c l o s e r w i t h 

H i m s e l f , a n d t h e r e f o r e G o d c a n n o t b u t y e a r n to 
r e v e a l H i m s e l f a n d H i s T r u t h e v e r m o r e p e r f e c t l y 
a n d c l e a r l y to H i s c r e a t u r e s , a n d m a k e even m o r e 
a n d m o r e g o o d a n d t r u t h a c c e s s i b l e to m e n . 

I n o r d e r to l e a d h u m a n i t y f r o m i t s l o w s t a t e i n t o 
a new s t e p f o r w a r d t o w a r d s l i g h t a n d l i fe , H e c a m e 
i n t o flesh H i m s e l f a n d h a s e x p e r i e n c e d a n d o v e r c o m e 
a l l t h e p o w e r s o f d a r k n e s s , a n d is n o w i n H i s D i v i n e 
H u m a n i t y l i k e a n i n v i s i b l e f o r t r e s s w i t h i n t h e r e a c h 
of w h i c h t h e m a n who believes i n H i m s t a n d s , a n d 
c a n i n t h e s a m e w a y d r i v e a w a y f r o m h i m s e l f t h e 
p o w e r s of ev i l i n H i s n a m e . " B e of g o o d c h e e r ; I 
h a v e o v e r c o m e the w o r l d , " s a i d t h e L o r d to H i s 
f o l l o w e r s a t t h e e n d o f H i s e a r t h l y l i f e . 

B u t t h e w a y to these h e i g h t s o f h u m a n i t y r e q u i r e s 
t h e t h o r o u g h o v e r c o m i n g o f t h e n a r r o w m i n d e d se l f , 
w h i c h l i f t s a t once i t s f r i g h t e n e d v o i c e , s a y i n g l i k e 
P e t e r to the L o r d ; " L e t n o t t h i s h a p p e n u n t o t h e e . " 
O n e w o u l d c e r t a i n l y p r o f e s s t h e C h r i s t i a n r e l i g i o n , 
b u t n o t a l l t h e w a y to s u c h c o n s e q u e n c e s . O n e does 
n o t s a y f r a n k l y a n d h o n e s t l y : " N o ! " one s a y s " Y e s , " 
w i t h h i s l i p s , b u t seeks f o r a c o m p e n s a t i o n , f o r a 
s u r r o g a t e o f t r u e d i s c i p l e s h i p . 

F o r e v e r do we find t h i s t e n d e n c y a t w o r k w i t h 
m e n , o f f e r i n g a s u b s t i t u t e w i t h s o m e t h i n g less i m 
p o r t a n t , — a t e n d e n c y w h i c h t h e L o r d f o u n d a l s o 
a m o n g t h e s p e c i a l l y p i o u s of t h e J e w s . T h i s s e a r c h 
f o r s u r r o g a t e s b e g a n q u i t e e a r l y i n C h r i s t i a n i t y . 
A n d w h e n w i t h C o n s t a n t i n i t h a d become t h e r e l i g i o n 
o f the S t a t e , a n d the offices o f t h e C h u r c h w e r e c o n 
n e c t e d w i t h h o n o r a n d p o w e r , even t h e p r i e s t s 
f a v o r e d i t , e s c a p i n g f r o m t h e h a r d e r r e q u i r e m e n t s 
of t h e C h r i s t i a n r e l i g i o n , so a s t o i n c r e a s e t h e i r 
o w n p o w e r . 

T h e i m p o r t a n c e o f t h e e x t e r n a l f u n c t i o n s o f 
c h u r c h m e n w a s d e v e l o p e d a n d e x a g g e r a t e d : b a p t i s m , 
c o n f e s s i o n , a b s o l u t i o n , t h e i n - e x t r e m i s s a c r a m e n t , 
e t c . , b y w h i c h t h e p r i e s t h o o d squeezed i t s e l f between 
t h e . p e o p l e o f t h e c h u r c h a n d G o d . E v e r y s o r t o f 
p a g a n i s m w a s f a v o r e d , t h e a d o r a t i o n of s a i n t s a n d 
i m a g e s , a n d so f o r t h , a n d m o r e a n d m o r e u n f a i t h f u l 
b e c a m e t h e l e a d e r s o f t h e C h u r c h n u l l i f y i n g final 
c o m m i s s i o n o f t h e L o r d : " T e a c h i n g t h e m to observe 
a l l t h i n g s w h a t s o e v e r I h a v e c o m m a n d e d y o u . " 

R e f o r m a t i o n h a s s h a k e n off f o r c e f u l l y some of 
those w r o n g d e v e l o p m e n t s , b u t h a s n o t gone b a c k 
to t h e G o s p e l a s i t s u l t i m a t e a u t h o r i t y , b u t h a s , a s 
we k n o w , b u i l t u p t h e d o c t r i n e o f s a l v a t i o n b y f a i t h 
a l o n e a s a d o c t r i n a l b u l w a r k a g a i n s t the R o m a n 
C a t h o l i c r e l i g i o n . 

B u t t h e L o r d h a s m a d e t h e k e e p i n g o f H i s c o m 
m a n d m e n t s t h e so le c o n d i t i o n o f s a l v a t i o n a n d so 
g a v e t h e C h u r c h t h a t final c o m m i s s i o n . 

A l l o f t h i s h a s f a v o r e d the c o m i n g u p o f s o c i a l 
o r d e r s w h i c h a r e w h o l l y c o n t r a r y to t h e c o m m a n d 
m e n t s o f t h e L o r d , a n d t h e C h u r c h d i d n o t onty 
a l l o w these s o c i a l o r d e r s of self love a n d e x p l o i t a t i o n 
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of t h e p o o r , b u t i t w a s i ts c h i e f s t r o n g h o l d . 

The Peasants' W a r in Germany in Luther 's time and, 
after the Last Judgment, the French Revolution of 1789, 
— t h e first of a series of revolutions which made an end 
to certain medieval forms of exploitation, d id not come 
from the Church, but whol ly against the w i l l of the 
Church. 

A n d in our more modern times, again i t was not the 
Church which first stood up against the capitalistic ex
ploitat ion, even of children in manufactories, but i t was 
the organization of the suppressed which enforced the 
abolition of certain exaggerations of injustice. 

The Church, on the contrary, fought a long time vio
lently against a l l such ameliorations. I t was altogether 
too closely united w i t h that spurious first heaven and 
first ear th ,—wi th those apparent heavens which had 
grown f rom i t in the spir i tual wor ld , where behind much 
outward piety could he hidden the direct selflove. The 
Church thereby lost much confidence among the popu
lations. 

Addi t ional reasons for this loss of confidence was the 
fact that its leading doctrines were not at a l l the teach
ings of the L o r d in the Gospel, but man-made, and doc
trines in contradiction to reason and science. 

Every big war shakes old authorities. So d id W o r l d 
War I . Theologians like our K a r l Barth t r i ed to fasten 
theology once more by reaffirming the Lutheran doctrine 
and w i t h remarkable courage upholding the very a n t i -
rational points in i t , assuming that divine t r u t h must 
necessarily seem paradoxical to our human reason. This 
is a l l against what the L o r d said: " I f ye abide in my 
word . . . ye w i l l know the t r u t h , and the t r u t h w i l l 
make you free." 

Surely many Christians have honestly striven to keep 
a l l that the L o r d has commanded; but the Church, i n 
stead of being an unequivocal leader i n this, has rather 
been an obstacle,—wherever the center is not the mes
sage of the L o r d , but that of an apostle, reformer or of 
some other authori ty . 

I t is the office of the Christian Church to take up anew 
the Lord's final i n j u n c t i o n : "Teach them to keep a l l 
things whatsoever I have commanded you. " 

I n its doctrine, the New Church fulfils this Commis
sion of the L o r d . And we shall do wel l to point again 
and again to the fact that a l l the leading doctrines of 
the New Church are doctrines which the L o r d taught 
wi th H i s own mouth in the very letter of the Gospel. I t 
is not Swedenborgianism; i t is not Swedenborg's doc
trines, but exclusively clear doctrines of the L o r d . A l l 
what Swedenborg had to do wi th i t , is that he explained 
them w i t h many details. 

The Lord's Doctrine 
I t is the Lord 's doctrine: " I and the Father are 

one." " H e who has seen me, has seen the Father . " 
Teaching wel l known, but which as yet has l i t t l e place 
i n the theology of the Christian Church outside the New 
Church. The New Church has indeed the great office 
i n the history of rel igion to free the Christian Church 
from the remnants of pagan polytheism. 

I t is the L o r d who taught again and again that [the 
Books of ] Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms speak 
of H i m ; and i t is the Gospel which tells that the under
standing had to be opened to the disciples, before they 
could see that the Old Testament contained this . This 
very understanding was opened to Swedenborg when the 
time came for the Church to see more f u l l y what Moses 
and the Prophets and the Psalms spoke of H i m , and 
when the belief in the divine W o r d was endangered w i t h 
the knowledge of only the letter. 

I t is the L o r d who taught that religion is a matter 

of l i f e ,—not merely of fa i th or p iety ,—and that we enter 
heaven by keeping H i s commandments. " W i l t thou en
ter into l i fe? Keep the commandments." 

I t is the L o r d who taught that at the resurrection the 
soul lives while the body lies in the grave,—that the 
God of Isaac, Abraham and Jacob is not a God of the 
dead, but of the l i v i n g , because to H i m they a l l l i ve ; 
that Lazarus and the rich reveller were consciously alive 
w i t h their personality, and speaking, while their bodies 
were l y i n g in the grave and their brothers s t i l l l i v ing on 
earth. 

While we can j o y f u l l y state that the New Church as 
to its teaching does f u l f i l l the Lord 's final in junct ion to 
the disciples, and thus to the Church: "Teach them to 
keep al l things whatsoever I have commanded you," we 
must he aware that in spite of a l l that , we are not keep
ing a l l the things impl ied in what He commands, yea, 
we may be j u s t as far from keeping them as those who 
declare that we cannot keep them, but are saved by fa i th 
alone. 

Christian In Essence 
Swedenborg predicts that the New Church w i l l he 

Christ ian, not only as to its name, but in its essence. 
I t is evident from the Lord 's severe condemnation of 
those who j u s t call H i m : " L o r d , L o r d , " that H e recog
nizes as members of His Church only those who do His 
commandments,—and surely by " H i s commandments" 
H e means the ten commandments, kept also on the men
ta l plane, viz., H i s new law of love—a love that em
braces even the enemy. 

We are f u l l y aware that i n the New Church we may 
he j u s t as far from keeping these most important com
mandments as are those of other folds, and that i t is our 
office to lead ourselves and them to keep a l l the things 
H e has commanded us, and that before this comes into 
effect, there is no New Christian Church i n real ity . 
W i t h many disappointed Christians there is a strong 
yearning, after these two wor ld wars, for a true rel igion. 
While after the first war many Protestants had hoped to 
find a new leader in the person of the Swiss theologian 
K a r l B a r t h , disappointed, they now leave h im, finding 
that he only restates the old Lutheran creed and that 
he is entangled i n a strange friendship for communism. 

N a t u r a l l y I know more about the developments in the 
German-speaking fields than i n others and I can vouch 
what a remarkable strong yearning there is in Germany 
of late for a positive Christian religion. I n B e r l i n , 
there have been b ig meetings these last few months, 
which even some communist rulers found wise to attend, 
meetings of thousands protestant laymen trave l l ing f rom 
a l l parts of Germany at which i t was neither the Church 
of Rome which was considered, nor doctrinal subjects 
that were i n the foreground, but a strong demand for a 
l i v ing Christ ianity . 

Reading some of the reports, the fo l lowing s tart l ing 
thought may arise: D o they pass us over? Is the New 
Christ ian Church coming into effect without us? I t 
seems certain that increasing influences from the New 
Heaven are flowing into thousands i n Christ ianity who 
are ready for a new and v i v i f y i n g rel igion. The soil is 
being ploughed by the Divine Sower. 

What this yearning soil needs is the seed of genuine 
truths f rom the L o r d , the very truths the New Church 
has to proclaim. A n d i f , perchance, anyone urges that 
dogmatical statements are not what the wor ld needs, we 
should explain that whatever the L o r d teaches i n the 
Gospel are not dogmatical statements, but l i v i n g truths , 
the importance of which we shall experience as soon as 
we endeavor to walk in His ways. 

The central t r u t h of the New Age, the t r u t h of the 
(Next page please) 
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D i v i n e - H u m a n L o r d is f a r from being a dogmatic t ruth . 
I t involves that religion is a matter of l i fe and not of 
n-rre outward piety or of mere f a i t h , — n o , it is a matter 

z l i fe , for it proc la ims the fundamental fact that the 
i i v i n e l i f e — d i v i n e love and w i s d o m — h a s been brought 
: wn to the plane of human l i f e , has been l ived and 
- - i l i z e d in earth ly flesh. T h i s presence of the D i v i n e 
: a human body on our earth is the basis of a l l r e -

•emption, the basis of a l l future u p w a r d developments. 
A n d the N e w C h u r c h in p r o c l a i m i n g that " a l l re l igion 

- a matter of l i f e " and thus in teaching men what the 
L o r d has commanded us, does not leave us w i t h that bare 
- latement, but offers a wonderful and most needed i n t e r -

retation. 
It brings us a new understanding of the great l a w : 

T h o u shalt love thy neighbor as t h y s e l f , " in m a k i n g 
: rinally very clear to us that the neighbor thus to be 

r e d is a l l that l ives from the L o r d a n y w h e r e in anyone , 
: is the good from H i m a n y w h e r e a n d in anyone , in a 

society, in the country , i n the C h u r c h , in a n y cause. 
T h i s , the L o r d taught p l a i n l y i n the p a r a b l e of the 

i od S a m a r i t a n , but the C h u r c h did not u n d e r s t a n d it 
f r nineteen centuries and it is only the N e w C h u r c h 
: it points to this teaching of the L o r d , a teaching that 
n-eans a heal ing revolution i n the whole field of c h a r i t y . 

A g a i n and a g a i n , the L o r d commanded that we should 
wi l l ing , and t r y i n g , to serve. T h e N e w C h u r c h c l a r i -

T s for us and for the w o r l d this important command-
— ent of the L o r d in e x p l a i n i n g how we serve best in 

ig to be of use at the post where we a r e placed . 
Y e a , we can see how we can thereby become truer 

"A Little Lower 
Than the Angels" 

by Eric L G. Reissner 
For Thou hast made him a little lower than the 

z'igels, and hast crowned him with glory and honour. 
— P S A L M 8 : 5 . 

^ T H E E i g h t h P s a l m p r a i s e s t h e w o r k s of t h e 
w C r e a t o r a n d t u r n s o u r t h o u g h t to t h e v a s t n e s s 
. : .d m a g n i t u d e o f t h e u n i v e r s e . I t g i v e s e x p r e s s i o n 

t o the sense o f a w e w h i c h o v e r c o m e s u s w h e n b e 
a d i n g the h e a v e n s a n d t h e s t a r s . 
I t m a k e s u s a s k ( s t i l l t o d a y ) : " W h a t i s m a n , t h a t 

t h o u a r t m i n d f u l o f h i m ? " T h e f e e l i n g of i n s i g n i 
f icance a n d u n i m p o r t a n c e o v e r a g a i n s t t h e h u g e 

i t i o n a n d t h e A l m i g h t y C r e a t o r p r e s s e s t o w a r d s 
-.n a n s w e r to t h e q u e s t i o n : w h a t is m a n ? 

M a n y h a v e t r i e d to g ive a n a n s w e r . N o b o d y 
r o u n d i t . N o b o d y c a n find i t . T h e C r e a t o r a l o n e 
c a n a n s w e r t h i s q u e s t i o n . W e a r e to find the a n s w e r 
in H i s H o l y W o r d . O u r t e x t d e c l a r e s : " T h o u h a s t 
made h i m a l i t t l e l o w e r t h a n the a n g e l s . " T h i s is a 
w o n d e r f u l a n d l o v e l y s a y i n g . I t is l i k e a t o u c h o f 
the D i v i n e , o f a g r e a t love . W h a t e v e r o u r i d e a of 
a n a n g e l m i g h t be, h o w e v e r r i g h t o r a l t o g e t h e r 
w r o n g , i t is w o n d e r f u l to h e a r , t h a t we a r e l a c k i n g 
j u s t a l i t t l e t o w a r d s t h e s t a t u r e of a n a n g e l . 

T h i s a c t u a l l y is h a r d to bel ieve . E v e r y o n e 
knows f o r h i m s e l f , t h a t he is l a c k i n g a g r e a t d e a l 
t o w a r d s a n a n g e l . L o o k i n g f r o m o u r s e l v e s to 
o t h e r s , i t m a y a p p e a r to u s , t h a t t h e one o r t h e 
other a r c m u c h c l o s e r to a n g e l h o o d , t h a n we a r e . 

images of G o d , W h o is not only L o v e and W i s d o m itself , 
but from W h o m these h u m a n elements of l i fe flow forth 
as a holy c r e a t i n g , urging a n d w o r k i n g s p i r i t . T h u s , 
with us also , there would he that th ird e lement : W e do 
not only receive love and wisdom f r o m the D i v i n e - H u m a n 
L o r d G o d , but , w i t h us too that love a n d wisdom flow 
forth into uses i n bui ld ing up the L o r d ' s kingdom even 
in the remotest w a y s a n d p laces , in a l l the fields of life. 

A n d w h a t wonderful vistas of uni ty are open to us 
by that new revelation that the whole of humanity is 
before the L o r d as O n e M a n , with his different mem
bers a n d o r g a n s ! I n a time w h e n the whole of E u r o p e 
a n d even the whole w o r l d y e a r n s towards some peaceful 
unity , it should he lp humanity to overcome not the love 
one has for his country , but a l l n a r r o w - m i n d e d , selfish 
nationalisms wherever they obstruct the real izat ion of 
such a unity . B u t lias this revelat ion, with its pract ica l 
implications even reached the members of our C h u r c h 
beyond a mere theoretical or intel lectual v i s ion? 

I t behooves a l l of us to let the commandments of the 
L o r d come to us w i t h their c l a r i f y i n g l ight , permitt ing 
them to teach us to do a l l things whatsoever the L o r d 
has commanded. T h e n , our merci fu l D i v i n e S h e p h e r d 
w i l l find the means to let the N e w C h u r c h help to br ing 
these so p a i n f u l l y needed truths to m a n y and to teach 
a larger w o r l d a l l the things whatsoever the L o r d has 
commanded us . 

(Address before the clergy of the Continental Council 
of Ministers at its 1951 Lausanne session. Mr. Goerwitz 
is general pastor, and minister in Zurich, visiting Basel, 
Berne, Herisau and Trieste.) 

A g a i n t h e r e a r e so m a n y , w h o i n o u r j u d g m e n t a r e 
f a r f r o m a n y a n g e l h o o d . 

W h a t e v e r m a y a p p e a r to u s , t h e W o r d o f the 
L o r d s t a n d s . T h i s w o r d r a n k s be fore o u r b e l i e v i n g , 
o u r k n o w l e d g e a n d o u r u n d e r s t a n d i n g . T h i s w o r d 
s a y s , t h a t t h e L o r d h a s m a d e u s a l i t t l e l o w e r t h a n 
t h e a n g e l s . M a n t h e r e f o r e is n e a r l y a n a n g e l . I t 
is a f a c t w h i c h h a s to be t a k e n s e r i o u s l y . G o d h a s 
so c r e a t e d m a n t h a t he i s l a c k i n g j u s t a l i t t l e to 
w a r d s a n a n g e l . W e c a n n o t c h a n g e t h i s f a c t , 
w h e t h e r we believe i n i t o r n o t . 

I t is r a t h e r p e c u l i a r , t h a t n o b o d y r e a l l y w a n t s to 
believe t h i s b e a u t i f u l a n d g l o r i o u s t r u t h . O n e r a t h e r 
l ikes to s a y he is no a n g e l . I t s o u n d s l i k e m o d e s t y . 
B u t is i t ? W T i t h these w o r d s w e c o v e r w e a k n e s s a n d 
u n g o d l y deeds , a n d t h a t ' s w h y we l ike to s a y t h e m . 

W h a t is to be done to become s e r i o u s a b o u t t h i s 
t r u t h p r o c l a i m e d b y t h e L o r d ? T h e r e a r e wrong-
ideas a b o u t o u r e x i s t e n c e w h i c h we h a v e to d o a w a y 
w i t h . T h e r e is a g e n e r a l i d e a w h i c h is e n t i r e l y w r o n g 
a n d v e r y h a r d to e r a d i c a t e w h i c h s a y s , t h a t we a l l 
a r e s o m e w h a t a t a d i s a d v a n t a g e a n d t h a t o t h e r s 
a r e b e t t e r off. T h e r e w a s a t ime when we d i d n o t 
k n o w a n y t h i n g a b o u t b e i n g w o r s e off t h a n a n y b o d y 
e lse . 

I t was a t i m e when we w e r e c l o s e r to o u r C r e a t o r 
t h a n we a r e now. I t w a s t h e t ime o f e n c h a n t m e n t , 
when we w e r e a t home w i t h f a i r y t a l e s a n d w o n d e r 
l a n d s , w i t h o u t k n o w i n g , t h a t t h i s w a s t h e r e a l w o r l d . 
A t t h a t t i m e we w e r e in t h e m i d s t o f l i fe . W e were 
m a s t e r s o f a n o u t e r w o r l d . W e h a d e v e r y t h i n g we 
w a n t e d : h o u s e s , h o r s e s , a u t o s , r a i l r o a d s ; we c o m 
m a n d e d a r m i e s a n d were o r a t o r s . W e d i d n o t k n o w 
w h a t d i s a d v a n t a g e o r w a n t i s . I f s o m e b o d y h a d 
s o m e t h i n g w h i c h we d i d n o t h a v e , we j u s t t o o k a 
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string, a piece of wire or wood and fashioned what
ever we liked, an airplane or anything else, that we 
desired. A t that time we saw the outer world, but 
we did not live in i t . 

W e grew up and began to smile over these won
derful energies, we thought them foolish. Gradual ly 
we lost the power to make the world serve us. A n d 
gradual ly the world took possession of us. Where 
we were supposed to be masters, we became slaves. 
T h e slave always thinks himself at a disadvantage. 
T h e idea of a slave always says , that the others 
are better off. T h e slave's view is hellish. There 
is no room in it for the freedom to think what is 
true and to do what is good. 

E v e r y b o d y experiences a time where he works 
and worries himself nearly to death, j u s t because 
someone has a blue coat, while he himself has only 
a green one. M a n y people j u s t waste years and 
energies, some even stake their whole life on the 
desire to have a blue coat j u s t like the other fellow. 

T h e sun shines, the stars move on their paths , the 
meadows bloom, autumn paints its many colors, ' t i l 
the while gown covers the h a r d earth and again a 
new spring revives all nature. B u t man has only 
one thought which slaves and tortures h i m : perhaps 
in two years a blue coat will be his. 

Th i ng s turn out well for him. H e got his blue 
c o a t — a n d now what? Y o u know how it goes on. 
T h e other fellow has now a black coat. T h e r e is 
no peace, no rest . . H e must have a black coat now. 
W h a t is m a n ? — w e ask. T h e L o r d answers: he is 
a little lower than the angels. W h o can understand 
this? 

T h e t r u t h of life is a great treasure. Y o u can
not put it into a safe. Y o u must c a r r y it with care
ful hands through your life. M a n y say life is hard . 
T h e y do not realize, that they have handled the 
great treasure very roughly and spoiled it . God 
has created man. T h i s is the beginning of life. 

A t first man bears the truth of life with the tender 
hands of a child, and he is in the midst of life. B u t 
then he wants to fashion life according to his own 
ideas. H e wants to hold it with a strong g r i p — 
and the treasure crumbles. 

I t is then, that we think life is h a r d and unjust . 
W e have forgotten the beginning from God. W e 
have taken that which is the L o r d ' s as our own. 
T h i s goes so f a r ' t i l there is no room for God the 
Creator in our life. E v e r y b o d y has experienced how 
this happens. Where once there was life, there is 
now worry , care, strife, suffering, anger and grief 
and there is no time anymore for quiet thought and 
p r a y e r . 

The hunted, nervous individual of our modern age has 
come into being. The joy of living has vanished. I t 
turned into diversion, indulgence, indifference and into 
things still worse. Once (in the beginning) every man 
lived unconsciously from the breath of God who bestowed 
on him the enchantment of the joy of living. Now the 
days drag slowly and are spent in resignation. Many 
wait for the last day, that they may have rest. 

The man whom God created is no more. And yet: 
" T h o u hast made him a little lower than the angels" ! 

Notice of Proposed Amendment 
Following a vote of the 1952 Convention (Minute 22) 

approving a recommendation of the General Council that 
nominations for membership of the Nominating Com
mittee be made by the General Council, the Committee 
on Amendments gave notice (Minute 23) of the fol
lowing proposed amendment to B y - L a w X V I I , the form 
of which amendment had been approved by the General 
Council: 

At the end of the next to the last sentence of 
the B y - L a w , add after the words "Boards and 
Committees" the following: "except for the 
Nominating Committee. Nominations for va
cancies in the Nominating Committee shall be 
made by the General Council . " 

B y - L a w X V I I as amended therefore would read in 
its entirety as follows: 

Article XVII—Nominat ing Committee 
There shall be a Nominating Committee of five 
members to serve for five years each; one mem
ber to be elected each year, but not from any 
Association from which his predecessor or any 
other member of the Committee shall have 
come. The unexpired term of any member 
may be filled from the same Association. A 
member moving to another Association shall 
continue to serve, and shall be regarded as com
ing from his former Association; but no retir
ing member shall be eligible for immediate re
election. I t shall be the duty of this Commit
tee to present, at each annual meeting of the 
Convention, nominees for vacancies in the elec
tive members of the General Council and of all 
other Boards and Committees, except for the 
Nominating Committee. Nominations for va
cancies in the Nominating Committee shall be 
made by the General Council. E a c h year the 
member whose term is next to expire shall act 
as Chairman of the Committee. 

Horace B. Blackmer, Recording Secretary. 
January 13, 1953. 

Stick to facts. There is a period, where it seems as if 
we are better off without God. You feel more free with
out God. But this is only for a time. A man can stray 
very far from God, but God stays with him. You can 
deny and reject the love of God, but you cannot destroy 
it. The love of God takes care even of the hells. 

As soon as man has turned his life to a hell on earth, 
and often he succeeds wonderfully well, in miniature 
as well as to the largest extent, then he begins to quar
rel with God, to accuse Him and to abuse Him. God 
created heaven and earth for the happiness of man on 
earth and in eternity. Man created the world. Theories, 
systems, philosophies and cults without number try to 
direct life to a happy solution and even the governments 
of the world have no other aim but to make people 
happy. 

Human wisdom has to be invented; God's love is a l 
ways there. I t is there from the beginning and it never 
ceaseth. This love is there for the whole creation and 
it is there for every single man. I t is not only present, 
it is active too. The love of God is the life from which 
we come and which we have. 

But we must notice and see something of God's love. 
I t is not sufficient, that we believe in it. We are not 
born just to believe in the love of God, we are born to 
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D i t , i.e., to th ink , to strive a n d to act i n it . T h i s 

- : r : a s very difficult, i f not impossible . Y o u would have 
-,: be a saint . F r i e n d , every man is holy , everyone came 

of the h a n d of G o d . 
i vhody knows something of the w a y of love. L o v e 

- to make h a p p y , only that . L o v e does not w a n t to 
o, it does not want the other to know, that it made 

. ~ glad . L o v e does not w a n t r e w a r d , it desires noth-
else but the happiness of others. T h i s is not human. 

L n cannot l ive without praise or at least recognition. 
• - ertheless he is able to love. H e c a n do e v e r y t h i n g 

:..ake somebody else h a p p y , without expect ing a 
reward. 

How is this possible? W e l l , this is possible, because 
zi—.n has his l i fe from the L o r d and receives it through 
i z angels. O u r connection with the heavens is much 

-er , as we c a n imagine. W e a r e to ld : " M a n is so 
- - - : e d , that whi le l i v i n g on earth among men, he might 

same time also live in heaven among the a n g e l s . " 
ji-.zna 1880 4 . A s m a n is created s u c h , there is the 
: r - ibility and every possibi l i ty to live on earth a n d at 
~ e same time among the angels in heaven. 

3 u t it seems so difficult to have such a l i fe . W e are 
. weighed down with the old ideas about heaven and 

• - s-till doubt, because it is respectable to do so, whether 
« - .. ever get to heaven. W e are taught : " M a n of h i m -
- : cannot possibly do what is good, a n d turn to the 

1 - i . but this is done by the angels . N o r can angels 
: : : . but the L o r d alone. A n d yet man is able of h i m -
- : [as it a p p e a r s ] to do w h a t is good, and to t u r n 

iczLself to the L o r d . T h e s e facts c a n never be a p p r e -
i m l e d by our senses, science a n d phi losophy . "— ib id . 

ere people think that they have not done enough 
s • o . Y o u never can do enough good. A c t u a l l y , m a n 

ne can never do a n y good, hut only through angels 
- m the L o r d . B u t i f this is the case, w h y is there no 

_- . - i n t e e for m a n to a l w a y s do w h a t is right and good? 
M we only would g u a r d the treasure of life as we do 
• : other imaginary treasures . M a y b e we can l e a r n 

do i t , i f we appreciate the fo l lowing sentences : 
- - c t l y after b ir th angels from the heaven of inno-

—=.-ce are w i t h the i n f a n t s ; i n the succeeding y e a r s angels 
- =: the heaven of t r a n q u i l l i t y and p e a c e ; a f terwards 

- r who are from the societies of c h a r i t y ; and then, as 
- innocence a n d c h a r i t y that was w i t h the young c h i l -

r - n decrease, other angels are w i t h t h e m ; a n d at length, 
- - - :i they become older and enter into a l i fe foreign to 

- : v , angels are indeed present , but more remotely, 
this in accordance w i t h the purposes of l i fe , which 

Ae angels especia l ly regulate by continual ly ins inuat ing 
O B * d ones, and t u r n i n g aside ev i l o n e s . " — 2 3 0 3 . 

All Can Know God 
nee and psychology do not know a n y t h i n g of the 

: -_ irness of heaven, of the angels and of G o d H i m s e l f . 
: everyone is not only al lowed to know i t , but is i n -

- i to experience it . A n d we have a l l h a d the e x p e r i -
without k n o w i n g it . T h e fact is , we cannot l i v e , 

either breathe, think or act , without connection with 
- r.eavens, its angeis a n d the L o r d . H e r e is the reason 
- tliis f a c t : " T h e order [of human l i fe] should be, 
i : nne should love another as himsel f , but now every 

i - i loves h imsel f more than others, and thus hates a l l 
-r». B u t w i t h brute animals the case is quite differ-

- icir order is according to which they live, and 
lives ent ire ly contrary to his order . T h e r e f o r e u n -

r > i the L o r d should have compassion on h i m , a n d con-
i H i m s e l f through the angels , he could not l ive a 

Tribute to Mr. Wilde 
W H E R E A S , on D e c e m b e r 8, 1952, the R e v e r e n d 

A r t h u r W i l d e passed into the s p i r i t u a l w o r l d , a n d 
W H E R E A S A r t h u r W i l d e was elected a L i f e M e m 

ber, a n d M e m b e r of the B o a r d of D i r e c t o r s , of S w e d e n 
borg F o u n d a t i o n , I n c . , on M a y 12, 1925, becoming suc
cessively C h a i r m a n of the E d i t o r i a l a n d P u b l i c a t i o n 
Committee on W o r k for the B l i n d , a n d was elected 
H o n o r a r y P r e s i d e n t on M a y 10, 1948, a n d 

W H E R E A S A r t h u r W i l d e i n his l i fe and w o r k ex
emplified a l l those qualities of heart , m i n d , fa i th a n d 
love to the neighbor that c h a r a c t e r i z e the l i fe of c h a r i t y , 

B E I T R E S O L V E D that the B o a r d of D i r e c t o r s of 
Swedenborg F o u n d a t i o n , I n c . , records its great loss in 
the p a s s i n g of their beloved colleague A r t h u r W i l d e into 
the s p i r i t u a l w o r l d , a n d the B o a r d re jo ices with h im at 
his enter ing a l i fe of higher usefulness w h e r e his pro 
found ta lents , freed from the handicaps of the n a t u r a l 
body, w i l l find a w i d e r field for service to the L o r d 
whom he loved so t r u l y . H e was wise i n counsel , s tead
fast in f a i t h , his p e n a potent s w o r d , 

" H i s l i fe was gentle , a n d the elements so mixed 
i n h im that nature might s tand up and say to 
a l l the w o r l d ' T h i s was a m a n ! ' " 

A N D B E I T F U R T H E R R E S O L V E D that this 
resolution be s p r e a d upon the minutes a n d copies sent 
to M r s . W i l d e and M r s . A r t h u r H u l l - R y d e . 

T h e resolution w a s thereupon adopted by a r i s i n g vote. 

s ingle moment ; but this he does not k n o w . " — 6 3 7 . 
I t is no exaggeration, i f we state we a r e indebted to 

the L o r d for each breath of l i fe . I t is nothing but the 
n a k e d truth . A c t u a l l y heaven is closer to us, than the 
e a r t h on w h i c h we l ive . T h e r e is no doubt that every 
t h i n g that the D i v i n e W i s d o m c a n t h i n k of, is done and 
p r o v i d e d , in order that man m a y be able to l ive at the 
same time on earth a n d i n heaven . N o r is any m a n given 
preference , no one is spec ia l ly chosen or receives extra 
grace . 

A l l truth is beauti ful a n d nothing is more glorious 
than l i fe from the L o r d . T h e love of G o d a n d a l l the 
heavens of angels are at w o r k , i n order that Ave may have 
this l i fe . I n order that we m a y have it the L o r d created 
us j u s t a l itt le loAver than the angels . 

H o w is i t , that this " l i t t l e " a p p e a r s to us l ike a great 
deal? T h i s appearance results from our w r o n g idea 
about heaven a n d the angels . W e look, as it w e r e , from 
the outside instead from the inside. W e s imply a r e not 
f a m i l i a r w i t h the fact that the w o r l d of time a n d space 
receives its life from Avithin, from that w h i c h is l iv ing 
i n us. 

W e a l l are vict ims of the deception that the outer 
w o r l d moves and urges us to think and act , and that the 
outer w o r l d is responsible for our j o y s and sorrows . W e 
do not liA'e anymore in the w o r l d w h i c h the L o r d grants 
us , as w e did as c h i l d r e n ; we are l i v i n g in the Avorld 
w h i c h we have made for ourseh-es. 

L o o k i n g from w i t h i n , l ife offers quite a different as 
pect than when viewed e x t e r n a l l y . Y o u k n o w , how some
thing dawns a n d breaks on y o u , sometimes l ike a flash. 
F i r s t there is a long s e a r c h i n g a n d digging and suddenly 
y o u r eyes are opened, a n d that w h i c h was d a r k is seen 
in broad day l ight . T h e fo l lowing quotation w i l l e n 
lighten u s : " I t is granted to men equal ly with angels 
to have their interiors conformed to the image of heaven, 
and to become, so far as they are in the good of love 
and f a i t h , a n image of heaven. B u t it is granted to men 
and not to angels to have their exteriors conform to the 
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image of the w o r l d ; and so far as they 
are in good, to have the w o r l d in him 
subordinated to heaven a n d made to 
serve h e a v e n . " — H e a v e n and Hell 57. 

D o we real ize w h a t this m e a n s ? 
T h e r e is aspirat ion and thought in m a n 
w h i c h conforms to a n angel , for he is 
created to become an angel . M a n has 
aiy exterior in this w o r l d , a desire and 
thought engaged in this w o r l d affairs , 
which c a n be made to serve heaven 
through the angel in h im. O u r text 
s a y s : " a n d hast crowned h im with glory 
and h o n o u r ! " 

W h a t a wonderful l i fe that would b e ! 
Y e t what do we mean by i t ? I t would 
be glorious i f there would be no w a r , 
i f a l l people had enough to eat, i f a l l 
misery and pain would d i s a p p e a r from 
e a r t h , i f every one had his own house 
and g a r d e n . B u t with these things of 
the w o r l d would we think of a n y t h i n g 
i n t e r i o r : that we should love one a n 
other, that we should make others 
h a p p y , and this without t h i n k i n g of r e 
w a r d or recogni t ion ! 

B u t we sure ly would l ike to do so, i f 
a l l the others would j o i n us. H o w l i t 
tle man lacks t o w a r d an angel . T h e 
exteriors must be subordinated to 
heaven. W e are to l ive i n heaven in 
order that we may br ing it to others . 
W e cannot wait for the others to begin. 
I s there a greater g lory and honor 
than to subdue our own outer w o r l d to 
the h e a v e n s ! 

B u t who lias the power and strength 
to manage such a change of l i f e ? Not 
we , but the angel in us. Some people 
think a l l men are good, deep w i t h i n . 
O n l y the outer c ircumstances and con
ditions of life prevent him from being 
a n angel . T h i s is a fa l lacy . F o r no 
man and no angel is good. G o d alone 
is good. 

T h a t ' s w h y heaven is so near . 
H e a v e n does not depend on man or 
angels . H e a v e n is from the L o r d , and 
he is nearer to m a n as man's own body 
c a n be to h im. F o r the l i fe in the 
body is from the L o r d . 

H e a v e n is not what people usual ly 
think . I t is not made up of w h a t peo
ple c a l l l u c k , fortune, happiness . Y o u 
cannot describe h e a v e n , l ike you can de 
scribe a house, a flower or a machine. 
B u t you c a n sense it , see i t , feel i t . 
H e a v e n is there, where mother cooks 
a n d d a r n s . H e a v e n is i n a chi ld 's 
p r a y e r and also there , where the young
sters romp. H e a v e n is i n every work 
fa i thful ly done. I t is in the r i s i n g a n d 
the sett ing of the s u n , i n e v e r y t h i n g 
that blossoms and grows. 

H e a v e n is in the sick chamber w h e r e 
tender hands care and p a i n is borne. 
H e a v e n is v e r y , v e r y n e a r , when the 
eyes close forever and never see the 
light of tliis w o r l d again. W i t h every 

p a s s i n g y e a r we see a n d feel more of 
heaven, it is coming nearer and nearer . 

T h u s life is crowned with glory and 
honor. A n d i f our days t ry to cover 
the inner glory of life with a g r a y 
screen , then let us l i f t our eyes and 
p r a y : " W h e n I consider thy heavens , 
the work of thy fingers, the moon and 
the s t a r s , which thou hast o r d a i n e d " — 
and then ask o u r s e l v e s — " W h a t is m a n , 

N e s t l e d cozi ly at the base of beauti
ful M t . R u b i d o u x , a d j a c e n t to the S a n 
J a c i n t o range and M t . S a n Gorgoanio , 
11,000 feet h i g h , lies the quiet, c u l t u r a l 
city of R i v e r s i d e , C a l i f o r n i a . I t was 
to serve the N e w C h u r c h in this com
munity that my wife a n d I a r r i v e d 
about three months ago. 

W e found, to welcome us with eager 
loving expectancy , a s m a l l group of 
l o y a l , devout N e w C h u r c h folk whose 
tr ia l s and vicissitudes of the past sev
era l y e a r s h a d brought them, with u n 
daunted courage to this new beginning 
i n their church life. H e r e , as i n our 
churches e v e r y w h e r e , we find a nucleus 
of h a r d y pioneer stock, each s e r v i n g in 
his and her own w a y , his L o r d a n d his 
C h u r c h . 

E a r l y i n October we w e r e g iven a 
fine reception and h o u s e w a r m i n g , fo l 
l o w i n g the c h u r c h services . W e g a t h 
ered i n the c h u r c h y a r d for a n af ter 
noon of presentations , speeches and 
animated conversations. F r i e n d s came 
from H e m e t , T e m p l e C i t y , Co l ton , L o s 
A n g e l e s , A r c a d i a and other p laces , and 
greetings were read from the S a n Diego 
and L o s Angeles societies. I t was a 
great d a y . 

W i t h the utmost confidence a n d co
operation of our people, several changes 
have been made in the c h u r c h , a n d in 
the cottage that serves as a p a r s o n a g e ; 
the latter h a v i n g been completely reno
vated and redecorated. A good gas 
floor furnace was insta l led in the church 
to replace the old wood-burning f u r 
nace. T h i s gives us more room in the 
basement for the dinners a n d meetings 
we hope to hold in the near future. A l 
ready , a n outstanding social event was 
our delicious T h a n k s g i v i n g turkey d i n 
ner , fo l lowing services on S u n d a y , Nov. 
23. 

W e d n e s d a y evening of each week five 
or six of us dr ive out to H e m e t , a d i s 
tance of t h i r t y - t w o mi les , where we 
spend a couple of hours i n earnest study 
of our teachings. I n this group we have 
a young C h u r c h of C h r i s t minister and 
his w i f e , both of whom are now spend
ing several hours each d a y i n the study 
of Swedenborg 's wr i t ings . 

O n T u e s d a y evenings Ave meet at the 
home of a profoundly interested neAv-
comer. H e r e we deal first in g e n e r a l 
i t i e s ; the growth of the m i n d and how, 

that thou art m i n d f u l of h i m ? " T h e n 
perceive the a lmighty power of the 
D i v i n e L o v e in those other words : 
" T h o u hast made him a little loAver 
than the a n g e l s ' ' ! 

( M r . Reissner, pastor of the Berlin 
mission society, and missionary for Ger
many, graduated from the Theological 
School in 1915 and for a time served 
the Buffalo, N. Y., society.) 

by degrees, we may become intelligent 
C h r i s t i a n s . W e e x p l a i n the origin and 
development of the B i b l e — i t s influence 
in the w o r l d ; the inner meaning and 
the importance of that meaning to our 
religious l i f e ; the doctrine of the L o r d . 

W e propose bui ld ing up this group 
w i t h nearby friends a n d neighbors. A l 
ready three of its members have found 
their w a y to our c h u r c h services . 

November 29 we were asked to come 
to the home of M r . a n d M r s . W i l l i a m 
F l o y d S m i t h to baptize their youngest 
son KeArin C h a r l e s S m i t h who was born 
M a r c h 6, 1951. M r s . S m i t h is the 
daughter of the late R e v . C h a r l e s D . 
M a t h i a s , a former R i v e r s i d e minister , 
so, w i t h g r a n d m a M a t h i a s , who lives at 
R i v e r s i d e , we g ladly made the tr ip to 
F o n t a n a . 

RiArerside is a beautiful city of 
46,000, near to m a n y places of inter
est, w i t h a n ideal Avinter cl imate. Those 
who w i s h to escape the cold Avinters of 
the north , and who love the fel lowship 
of N e w C h u r c h people, cannot find a 
better p l a c e to come; in fact Rivers ide 
invites y o u . — J O H N L . B O Y E R 

(The Boyers are no strangers to Cali
fornia, Mr. Boyer having been minister 
in San Diego. Latterly, he was resi
dent director at the Swedenborg Phil
osophical Center, Chicago.) 

Preaches At Boston 
E d w a r d H i n c k l e y , son of the Rev. 

D r . a n d M r s . E . B . H i n c k l e y , Wel les ley 
H i l l , M a s s . , and editor of the League 
Journal, occupied Boston 's pulpit J a n . 
25 , on L e a g u e S u n d a y . H e is a stu
dent at H a r v a r d . 

Swedenborg Fellowship Program 
M i s s J o s e p h i n e H o p e ' s reA'iew of 

M r s . C y r i e l Sigsted 's new biography of 
S w e d e n b o r g was the feature J a n . 21 
of the W e d n e s d a y E v e n i n g P a r l o r 
M e e t i n g sponsored by the Boston chap
ter of the Swedenborg F e l l o w s h i p . 

New Youth Group 
T h e n e w l y formed Y o u n g People 's 

G r o u p of the L o s Angeles Society had 
charge of the serA'ice J a n . 2 5 , with 
one of its members d e l i v e r i n g the ser
mon. T h i s was Y o u n g People ' s L e a g u e 
S u n d a y . 

HAPPY WORDS FROM BOYERS AT RIVERSIDE 
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-mention and Conference 
Ministry Deans In Date Tie 

mother unusual liands-across-the-sea 
i for this our Internat ional Number 

the two ministers who lead the 
:«r.tive clergy of the Conference and 

-riition i n length of service were 
rdained in the same year—1894. 

- . sixty years ago! 
-e stalwarts are: the Rev. H i r a m 

•.nun, president of the Sweden-
r Philosophical Center, Chicago, or-

: on Washington's birthday by 
Rev. Frank Sewall, at an annual 

rr:ng of the Mary land Association; 
- c Rev. Joseph G. D u f t y , for 

jars pastor in Paisley, Scotland, 
--rsiding at Wanstead, London. 

- ssion On Religious 
Education Preparing Report 

; vard O. M a r t i n , Wi lmington , De l . , 
. - _ a u of the newly formed Commis-
t On Religious Education, announces 

- group hopes soon to make a 
•jrt on its deliberations and actions 
- its inception last J u l y . 

7 - r e w i l l he a meeting of the f u l l 
-_:ssion probably i n March when 
- consideration w i l l be given on an 
_ r the group has drawn up of a 

.r Sunday school curriculum. 

Distant Church 
meouver, B r i t i s h Columbia, as far 

rom New York as is London, 
£_and, is a real New Church heart 

I t is under the pastorship of 
Rev. John E . Zacharias who also 

_>sionary for the province. The 
. -7 . . newly erected, was fi l led at 
rtstmas, he reports. The Ladies 

:ury held its January meeting on 
- iri iborg's birthday. 

Wayfarers' Chapel Hailed 
nsiderable space was given in the 
? Yerdes, Cali f . , News jus t recently 

: r Wayfarers ' Chapel, memorial to 
r i r n b o r g i n the Portuguese Bend 
-„ n of that district . Pictures were 

A of Kenneth W. Knox, i n charge, 
: the chapel interior and exterior. 

Officers Elected 
5: its annual meeting Jan. 11 , the 

irgh Society re-elected as presi-
- Ray L . Heddaeus and M r s . Wilson 
-ng, secy. Newly elected were, 

Dert J . Heer, vice-pres., Rbt. L . 
her, treas. 

Challenge To Youth 
Wil l iam L . L a w , president of the 
• nto Society, issued a challenge to 

t young people of his church through 
irish paper in January. He asked 

- t they take a more active par t i n 
E society's work and make 1953 

ng People's Year . " 

Assembly at the 78th meeting of the Schwizerische Bund of the New Church 
August 3 I on the occasion of the ordination of Dr. Friedmann Horn. He stands 
next to the Rev. Dr. Leonard I. Tafel, Convention's president, visiting the churches 
in Europe, and who officiated at the ordination. A t extreme left, front, is the 
general pastor, the Rev. Adolph L. Goerwitz, and at end, right, the Rev. Alfred 
Regamey, president of the French Federation, and minister of the Geneva, 
Lausanne and Vevey mission societies. Mrs. Tafel will be seen at her husband's 
side, and Mrs. Gustave Regamey, who visited here three years ago, just at 
right of her son. 

A Hiking Trip From 
Hamburg to Rome 

I T WAS A C U S T O M i n the boarding 
school at W y k , Germany, where I had 
been for a year as a teacher, that each 
instructor make a summer vacation t r i p 
into a foreign country wi th his class of 
boys. Some had been i n England , 
France, Denmark and Sweden. I de
cided to go to I t a l y because I knew 
that country and its language wel l . 

Can you travel cheaper than hitch
hiking? H a r d l y — s o we decided to go 
that way. Our t r i p started at H a m 
burg through a l l of Germany to Swi t 
zerland, where we were invited to stop 
by the New Church minister i n Zurich, 
the Rev. A . L . Goerwitz, general 
pastor. 

He knew how to interest our boys 
wi th v iv id descriptions of the applica
t ion of New Church doctrine to every
day l i f e . We enjoyed this very much. 

We continued our t r i p through one 
of the most beautiful parts of Europe, 
along the Swiss lakes, over the chain 
of the Alps , 2400 feet high, to M i l a n , 
Genoa and Florence. 

There we viewed the famous ar t 
treasures, an exhibition wi th originals 
of Raphael, Michelangelo, Canova and 
others. 

We set up our tent under the cele
brated Ponte Veccio, the only bridge 
le f t in Florence after the war. Con
t inuing our t r i p , we saw the famous 
leaning tower of Pisa, thence Livorno 
to Rome. 

I n the great heat two of the boys 
decided after several hours of wait ing 
on the highway to take a bath i n the 
blue waters of the Mediterranean. 
When they came back, they discovered 
that their money had been stolen. 
Fr iendly people gave them food and 
funds, so we were a l l able to meet 
happi ly at Rome. 

There we had the opportunity to be 
admitted to a personal audience w i t h 
Pius X I I in his summer seat at Castel 
Gondolfo. He talked to a l l the assem
bled people in their own tongues (about 
seven different languages), speaking to 
us quite fr iendly i n German. 

Other adventures were a visit to 
the mysterious Catacombs, underground 
tunnels, where the first Christians 
buried their dead and sought refuge 
from persecution. A f t e r vis i t ing the 
Lido d i Roma and the Falls of T i v o l i , 
we returned to Wyke by the same route 
we had come. 

I t might be asked whether making 
such a t r i p as this has any spir i tual 
value in addition to pleasant, instruc
tive experience for a l l participants? 
We th ink so. I t is a fact that being 
together in this way, where each is de
pendent on the other, develops a sense 
of responsibility and fellowship more 
than many other e x p e r i e n c e s . — H O R A N D 
G u T F E L D T 

(A brief biographical note of this 
visitor from Latvia and Germany, now 
attending our theological school, ap
pears in our Dec. 27 number.) 
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by 
Yonezo Doi 

I t is the same among chi ldren of the 
lower school. T h e i r c lass is a m i n i a 
ture of the adult 's w o r l d . T h e r e a r e 
big a n d s m a l l bosses i n the c lass . Some 
are fol lowing these bosses. Some are 
too t imid and weak to be recognized. 
Some don't l ike fol lowing them, but 
they are not s trong enough to s tand 
against them. T h e r e are others who 
d i s r e g a r d their existence, a n d do w h a t 
ever they have to do. 

W e are exist ing in a big class room 
cal led " t h e w o r l d . " I t is not easy to 
stand beyond b e w i l d e r i n g perplexit ies 
of the w o r l d . E a c h one has his own 
suffering and sorrow. 

T h e L o r d st i l l a n d a l w a y s is our O n l y 
Comforter and S a v i o r . W e have no 

IT IS LOVE THAT CATCHES US 
M A R C H I S S A I D to be the m o n t h o f 

s u f f e r i n g a n d t r i a l i n J a p a n . M a n y 
b u s i n e s s p e o p l e a n d m e r c h a n t s c a n 
n o t g e t o u t of w h a t t h e y c a l l t h e 
F e b r u a r y c r i s i s . 

E v e n f o r office w o r k e r s a n d t e a c h 
e r s , t h i s m o n t h i s t h e t r a n s i t i o n to 
the n e w y e a r — n e w s c h o o l y e a r , o r 
new b u d g e t y e a r . T h e y a r e v e r y 
b u s y a n d u n e a s y t o o ; m a n y p e o p l e 
e x p e c t to r e t i r e o r leave t h e i r j o b s . 
T h e y o u n g p e o p l e w h o a r e g o i n g to 
l e a v e t h e i r col leges o r s c h o o l s , b e 
c a u s e t h i s m o n t h i s t h e m o n t h of 
graduat ion , are faced with their sev
e r a l t r i a l s . 

Some of them have to go out to the 
w o r l d — t h e y must g r a s p the new, a d 
vanced type of life a n d some to proceed 
to higher schools or colleges. E n t r a n c e 
examinations are v e r y dif f icult ,—at some 
colleges only 4 or 5 per cent of the a p 
pl icants are selected. 

T h i s y e a r the T o k y o Society is send
ing five young people out into the w o r l d . 
T h o u g h they a l l have got employment , 
they are proceeding to n e w , u n k n o w n 
fields of act ivit ies . F o u r young people 
w i l l advance to higher schools or col 
lege, and one g i r l is soon going to A m e r 
i c a , m a n y thousand miles far a w a y , to 
study. 

A f t e r the L o r d ' s crucifixion unt i l the 
time of Pentecost , H i s disciples a n d 
many other fol lowers were in utmost 
uneasiness . T h e y thought they had lost 
only the power they could rely on. 
T h e y were most uneasy , for they could 
not have a strong belief that this O n l y 
P o w e r would he w i t h them forever and 
hold them a l w a y s . T h e L o r d often 
prophesied of this time and s a i d to H i s 
fo l lowers : " B u t the Comforter , w h i c h 
is the H o l y G h o s t . . . " John 1 4 : 2 6 ; 
" P e a c e I leave w i t h you . . . " 1 4 : 2 7 ; 
" H e shal l give you another C o m 
forter . . . " 1 4 : 1 6 ; " L o , I am w i t h 
you a l w a y . . . " Matthew 28 :20 . 

E v e n these words of the L o r d seemed 
to have power for H i s followers to lead 
them out of the bottom of sorrow a n d 
sufferings. L i k e T h o m a s they could 
not believe a n y t h i n g without seeing i t . 
T h e y could not believe in the L o r d , H i s 
power , the power of H o l y S p i r i t w h i c h 
would w o r k in them forever. 

L i f e is l ike going up some high , steep 
mountain. 

I t is not a l w a y s a n easy a n d smooth 
road. Some are going up , a l w a y s c r y 
ing , compla ining , a n d m u r m u r i n g , but 
some go their w a y quiet ly , pat ient ly 
without ut ter ing the least complaint . 

L i f e is not h a r d and suffering only 
for the former, the latter 's sufferings 
might be greater . 

other w a y s but r e l y on the L o r d . T h e 
more we suffer, and the more we sor
row, the more the L o r d comes to us to 
give us comfort and help . 

W e have heard of m a n y people 's ex
periences how they have forgotten the 
L o r d and lost their faith in H i m ; how 
they have struggled i n life and lost 
their self -confidence; how they have 
got t ired of l i fe , a n d then how they have 
found the L o r d a g a i n , how strongly H i s 
love has been catching up w i t h them. 

T h e L o r d ' s love has caught us , and 
w i l l never let us go. H e is our only 
power and help after a l l . 

(Mr. Dai is New Church missionary 
for Japan and Korea and pastor at the 
principal mission, Tokyo. He was or
dained in 1926 at Philadelphia. Mrs. 
Doi also took Christian studies in this 
country.) 

COMMEMORATES LENOX'S CENTENNIAL 
A handsome a n d ingeniously p r o 

duced brochure , " t h e C e n t e n n i a l of 
L e n o x T o w n s h i p C h u r c h of the N e w 
J e r u s a l e m , 1851 -1951 , " has recently 
reached T H E M E S S E N G E R office. 

I t is the work of the R e v . R o b e r t W . 
S h i e l d s , former student at our theolog
i c a l school , now minister at a c h u r c h i n 
A l c e s t e r , S . D . H i s t o r i a n and com
pi ler of the text is M r s . C l a r a M . P a r k s , 
w e l l k n o w n N e w C h u r c h w o m a n , C e d a r 
R a p i d s , l a . , w i t h the collaboration 
m a i n l y of M i s s N e l l i e B u r m e i s t e r and 
M r s . A n n a A . R i l e y . 

P r o d u c e d whol ly b y the mimeograph
ing process , except the cover a n d some 
photograph captions , a picture of the 
c h u r c h is even produced i n color, and 
the booklet abounds i n pictures of o ld -
time groups and scenes. A valuable i n 
dex is s u p p l i e d . 

T h e story of the N e w C h u r c h move
ment in that section has been nat ional ly 
publ ished a number of times. State 
historians espec ia l ly have been i n t e r 
ested i n the c h u r c h when first it was 
the J a s p e r C o l o n y , famed as one of the 
e a r l y attempts at cooperative l i v i n g . 

T h e old c h u r c h , near N o r w a y , was 
the scene of a vis i t i n 1950 b y D r . 
M a r c u s B a c h , S tate U n i v e r s i t y of I o w a 
professor , with some of his students , 
who ta lked there with the R e v . J o h n 
W . B o y e r , now i n R i v e r s i d e , C a l i f . , 
p r i o r to w r i t i n g his book " F a i t h a n d 
M y F r i e n d s " ( B o b b , M e r r i l l , N . Y . , 
' 5 1 ) , i n w h i c h our C h u r c h a n d its 
teachings are interest ingly d iscussed , 
together with the beliefs of five other 
l itt le known religious groups. 

M a r y A n n W o l f , younger daughter of 
J o h a n n S c h l e u t e r , the member who 
staked out the c l a i m for the o r i g i n a l 
c h u r c h p r o p e r t y , is st i l l l iv ing , now 94. 
She has seen the g r a n d old c h u r c h move 
through its various phases , unt i l today 

s t i l l used for w o r s h i p , it stands as a 
tribute to the devotion and tenacity of 
the N e w C h u r c h s p i r i t . 

Women's Conference 
T h e Women's L e a g u e Conference of 

the M i s s i o n South A f r i c a , of w h i c h the 
R e v . B r i a n K i n g s l a k e is superintendent , 
held its 1952 meeting O c t . 26 at Chrome 
M i n e , T r a n s v a a l . T h e presentation of 
offerings by the various member leagues 
resulted in a record total of ,£202, 
O r l a n d o w i n n i n g the flag w i t h £ 7 2 . 
N e x t y e a r ' s conference w i l l be held at 
K r o o n s t a d . 

New Swedish Sunday School 
A f t e r m a n y y e a r s without a S u n d a y 

school , c lasses have been started again 
at the M e m o r i a l C h u r c h in Stockholm, 
the pastor , the R e v . J a c k H a r s t e d t , re 
ports . T h e opening enrol lment is en
couraging and the membership rejoices 
in this further s ign of renewed growth 
of the work i n S w e d e n ' s beautiful c a p i 
t a l , Swedenborg 's b ir thplace . 

The Century's Notice 
The Christian Century, l eading P r o t 

estant w e e k l y , reported in its J a n . 7 
issue the decease of the R e v . A r t h u r 
W i l d e , N e w Y o r k pastor a n d former 
editor of T H E M E S S E N G E R , The Student 
a n d the Conference ' s Herald, briefly 
g i v i n g details of his l i fe . 

THE REMARKABLE BOOK 
By EMANUEL S W E D E N B O R G 

"Heaven and Its Wonders 
and Hell" 

Sent to new reader* for 5c to cover mailing 

S W E D E N B O R G FOUNDATION 
Rm. 1603, 51 E. 42nd St., N. Y. 17, N. Y. 

6 0 



THE SOUL AND SCIENCE b y Edwin Rddhouse 

D R . J . B . R H I N E , professor of psychology at the D u k e U n i v e r s i t y , N o . C a r . , 
a significant contribution towards br idging the gap between science and 

--;__r:on in re lat ion to the significance of m i n d . 
I n his book, " T h e R e a c h of the M i n d " ( F a b e r a n d F a b e r L t d . , L o n d o n ) , 

l e takes us step by step through a series of adequately controlled experiments 
. L : end by s a t i s f y i n g m a n y scientists who have fu l ly investigated the c l a i m , that 
mmm is a p s y c h o - c e n t r i c being. 

M a n is shown to possess a m i n d that is dis t inct from the b r a i n ; a mind that 
- -ot p h y s i c a l . A s the author states, " W i t h the p s y c h o - c e n t r i c view of m a n 

A r l i s h e d , psychology becomes once " 
in a more significative sense, the 

i f mental l i fe . M a n as a p e r -
• returned to the centre of the p s y -
_ il stage, in place of the be-
lrist ar t i fact , the cerebro-centric 

:. which supplanted h i m . " 
The new science associated with this 

M B e n t o u s discovery is k n o w n as p a r a -
" g v . Professor R h i n e s a y s , 

far the influence of p a r a -
igy on religion has been eon 

- e. A s far as it goes, the 
ery of evidence that man is some-

• a ; - z more than a p h y s i c a l being gives 
-: to the most basic and general 

•r a l l religious doctrines , namely that 
• E C has a s p i r i t u a l n a t u r e . " 

There is a l r e a d y evidence that this 
recovery is being taken further . 

H e a r d in his " A Preface to 
? - i v e r " a n d D r . F r a n k C . L a u b a c b , 
m his book, " P r a y e r , " deal w i t h the 

discovery i n relation to p r a y e r ; 
v ile Aldous H u x l e y i n his " T h e P e r e n -
i _ i l P h i l o s o p h y " discusses the findings 

: para -psychology i n relation to r e -
__zious thought. 

Professor R h i n e i n his book s a y s , 
What has been found might be cal led 

a psychological soul . Some such c h a r -
. :er izat ion w i l l serve for the time being 

distinguish it from a theological con-
rtpt of the soul . . . . T h e first step was 
- - - r n t i a l , however modest. I t has es -
u b l i s h e d a point that mi l lennia of a r g u 
mentation have fa i led to make. T h i s 
e - i n n i n g represents the t u r n i n g of 

n r e e centuries of domination of our 
- ; :ence of h u m a n nature by p h y s i e a l -
-r:c theory. I t w i l l eventual ly have 

me most revolut ionary significance, 
mrugh the fu l l effect m a y be slow in 
c o m i n g r e a l i z e d . T h e t u r n i n g of tides 

- - e v e r s u d d e n . " H e also points out 
mat we know the atom today better 
man we know the mind that knows the 
m m . 

I n his first chapter , the Professor out-
es the general bel ief of m a n that 

- :ence has p r o d u c e d ; the concept of 
m m as p u r e l y p h y s i c a l , so that even 
- - - e t io logy , the science of the p s y c h e , 
- no longer concerned with soul . I n -
mad man's " b e h a v i o r " becomes the 

-abject of study. T h e basis of our so
i l institutions is the psycho-centr ic 

mew of m a n , but p r e s e n t - d a y p s y c h o l 

ogy is largely cerebro-centr ic . 
M o d e r n science stresses the fact that 

m a n is the subject ent ire ly of p h y s i c a l 
l a w , and this leaves no room for free
dom. F r e e d o m becomes a f a n c y , and 
ethics , under p h y s i c a l l a w , a fiction. 
R a t i o n a l m a n has lost his belief in his 
own s p i r i t u a l n a t u r e ; s u b j e c t to l a w , 
his every action is determined. Y e t 
there are some phenomena that are 
overlooked by most scientists , a n d it is 
the purpose of R h i n e ' s book to deal 
w i t h the science of p a r a - p s y c h o l o g y , 
the science of mental manifestat ion 
w h i c h a p p e a r s to transcend recognized 
p r i n c i p l e s . 

A s a r e s u l t of experiments w h i c h 
s tarted about s ixty y e a r s ago, the first 
step was t a k e n in the recognition that 
telepathy w a s something that could be 
demonstrated. I t w i l l not be possible 
to enumerate the m a n y methods used 
to establish proof. A t first the whole 
scientific w o r l d was s k e p t i c a l . I n 1876 
the great scientist , W i l l i a m B a r r e t , who 
was later k n i g h t e d , was met with r i d i 
cule w h e n he presented a paper before 
the B r i t i s h Associat ion on " T e l e p a t h y " ; 
the Associat ion even refused to p r i n t i t 
w i t h its records . B u t with the years 
proof accumulated . 

I n time m a n y scientists satisfied 
themselves that telepathy was a fact , 
but because of general skept ic ism hes i 
tated to make publ ic the news. I n the 
end the proof became so s trong that 
the w o r l d was informed. D u r i n g the 
'twenties important experiments were 
undertaken b y the U n i v e r s i t y at G r o n i n -
gen in H o l l a n d and at H a r v a r d , with 
outstanding results . 

I n 1930 the D u k e U n i v e r s i t y e x p e r i 
ments commenced. T h e phenomena 
studied was described as e x t r a - s e n s o r y -
percept ion , or E S P . I n 1934 P r o f e s 
sor R h i n e publ ished the first report , 
" E x t r a - S e n s o r y - P e r c e p t i o n , " i n w h i c h 
he outlined m a n y experiments with the 
use of s p e c i a l E S P c a r d s . T h e results 
recorded were confirmed from m a n y 
other quarters of the w o r l d , where s i m i 
l a r tests were t a k i n g place . T h e result 
of these tests was step no. 2. I t w a s 
found that w h a t was sometimes de 
scr ibed as te lepathy was a c t u a l l y c l a i r 
voyance. B y a l ter ing the tests it has 
been demonstrated that both te lepathy 

a n d c l a i r v o y a n c e , as two separate phe
nomena, c a n be proved . 

T h e t h i r d m a j o r advance w a s the sub
mitt ing of proof that this e x t r a - s e n s o r y -
perception was not affected by distance. 
Swedenborg 's descript ion of a fire r a g 
i n g i n S t o c k h o l m , 300 miles a w a y from 
where he then was at Gotenborg , is 
recounted on the authority of Immanuel 
K a n t , a n d i t is a his tor ica l fact that 
several days later a r o y a l messenger 
reached Gotenborg and confirmed the 
a c c u r a c y of Swedenborg 's " e x t r a s e n 
sory p e r c e p t i o n . " 

A number of s i m i l a r cases are quoted. 
E x p e r i m e n t s were undertaken with sub
j e c t and experimenter 250 y a r d s a p a r t , 
others when 250 miles separated the 
two. T h e s e results in relation to space 
raised the quest ion: w h a t is the relation 
between E S P a n d time. 

A f t e r r e f e r r i n g to a number of cases 
where by dreams a n d other means fore
knowledge of events existed, D r . R h i n e 
refers to a series of a m a z i n g e x p e r i 
ments w h i c h indicated pre-cognition. 
N o r w a s this the end. I n the p r e 
cognition tests dice had been used. I t 
w a s now wondered whether the b r a i n , 
u t i l i z i n g its own p h y s i c a l energy, w a s 
influencing the set of the die , or whether 
there w a s a n o n - p h y s i c a l or mental 
power act ing d i r e c t l y on the object? 
T h e r e w a s the possibi l i ty of some 
p s y c h o - k i n e t i c action or P K . 

C a r e f u l l y control led experiments l ed 
to the conclusion that P K was n o n -
p h y s i c a l . I t w a s later suggested by 
two B r i t i s h scientists that the basic 
p a r a - p s y c h o l o g i c a l process w h i c h em
bodies both E S P and P K activities be 
designated by the G r e e k letter " p s i . " 
F u r t h e r experiments proved that whi le 
the " p s i " capacit ies , that is the act iv 
ities of E S P and P K , were not p h y s i 
c a l , they were nevertheless n o r m a l , in 
that they integrated with the f a m i l i a r 
mental l i fe of the i n d i v i d u a l . 

T h e A m e r i c a n Inst i tute of M a t h e 
mat ica l Stat is t ics at its a n n u a l meeting 
i n D e c e m b e r 1937 authorized the fo l 
l o w i n g press r e l e a s e : " D r . R h i n e ' s 
investigations have two aspects , e x p e r i 
mental and stat is t ica l . O n the e x p e r i 
mental s ide , mathematicians of course 
have nothing to s a y . O n the s tat is t ical 
s ide , however , recent mathematical w o r k 
has established the fact that , assuming 
that the experiments have been p r o p 
e r l y per formed, the stat is t ical a n a l y s i s 
is essent ia l ly v a l i d . I f the R h i n e i n 
vestigation is to be f a i r l y at tacked , it 
must be on other than mathematical 
g r o u n d s . " T h i s makes it very clear 
that D r . R h i n e ' s analys i s that the r e 
sults are outside chance on mathemati 
cal grounds is sound. 

I n a n art ic le in " A m e r i c a n S c h o l a r , " 
P r o f e s s o r E . V . H u n t i n g t o n , a d i s t i n 
guished mathematic ian of H a r v a r d , in 
e x p l a i n i n g and s u m m a r i z i n g the status 

(Next page please) 
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ADDRESSES COUNCIL ON SERMON THEMES 
T h e C o u n c i l of M i n i s t e r s of the I l l i 

nois Associat ion held a chal lenging and 
thought provoking meeting at the S w e 
denborg C e n t r e i n C h i c a g o Nov. 14. 
A c c o r d i n g to this body's Const i tut ion 
it is " t h e duty of this C o u n c i l to . . . 
suggest to the E x e c u t i v e Committee 
such administrat ive acts as they may 
deem useful to be considered and c a r 
r ied f o r w a r d . " 

SOUL AND SCIENCE * ™ 6 1 

of the mathematical issues connected 
with E S P . finished w i t h , " I f mathe
matics has successful ly disposed of the 
hypothesis of chance , w h a t has p s y 
chology to say about the hypothesis of 
E S P ? " 

I n September 1938 the A m e r i c a n 
P s y c h o l o g i c a l Association a r r a n g e d for 
a round table discussion of the e x p e r i 
mental methods of E S P . T o quote, 
" T h i s symposium was a c r u c i a l event 
in the history of E S P r e s e a r c h . T h e 
exceptional attendance by members of 
the psychological profession was a tes
t imonial to the interest of the topic. 
. . . T h e h e a r i n g was fair and the a u d i 
ence was respectful to a l l points of 
view presented . T h e speakers came to 
g r i p s at once w i t h the basic issues. 

" I t was soon c l e a r , too, that we could 
agree on what a good test of E S P w a s . 
T h e experiments were specif ical ly m e n 
tioned a n d described, and publ ic a p 
proval of a l l the conditions were ex 
pressed b y the c r i t i c a l speaker r ight 
there on the floor. . . . T h e r e has been 
very l itt le c r i t i c i s m of a n y k i n d since 
this E S P symposium in 1938 . " T h e 
meeting was a t u r n i n g point in the s c i 
entific acceptance of the research i n 
extra -sensory -percept ion . 

D r . R h i n e ' s book is of absorbing i n 
terest , and the descript ion of the ex
periments fasc inat ing . 

(Mr. Fieldhouse for some years su
perintendent of missions in So. Africa, 
and head of its schools, has after a 
year's interim service in Mauritius, re
turned to his home in the Transvaal.)• 

"Help From the Lord" 
Booklet Reprinted 

As the result of continuous re
quests this remarkable compilation 
of selections from the W o r d for 
each day of the month is again 
available. 

25$ per copy 
Quantity Discount 

Heavy embossed cover, gold & blue 

THE N E W - C H U R C H PRESS 
108 Clark Street Brooklyn 2, N . Y . 

T h e G e n e r a l P a s t o r presented a p r o j 
ect for miss ionary work in I o w a and 
W i s c o n s i n with the cheerful news that 
a man is avai lable for it and qualified 
for this undertaking . A f t e r discussion, 
it was recommended to the E x e c u t i v e 
Committee that this work be undertaken 
and the candidate for the position 
employed. 

Methods of publ ic i ty came up for 
discussion. T h e N e w C h u r c h being a 
missionary organizat ion must depend 
upon publ ic i ty for much of its exten
sion efforts. Y e t it was brought out 
that very few of our societies c a r r y an 
a n n u a l appropriat ion for advert is ing 
work . I t was therefore recommended 
to the E x e c u t i v e Committee that each 
organization in the Association be coun
seled to include an item for advert is ing 
in its a n n u a l budget. 

D a n C . P e d e r s e n , of M a d i s o n , W i s 
consin , was then introduced to the 
C o u n c i l as the possible miss ionary 
w o r k e r in the new field. W e were al l 
glad of this opportunity to get to know 
him better and to discuss possible plans 
and methods of the new u n d e r t a k i n g . 

T h e R e v . E l l s w o r t h E w i n g , minister 
at S t . L o u i s , presented an admirable 
discussion on " L i f e - S i t u a t i o n P r e a c h 
i n g . " H e divided l i fe -s i tuations into 
four general groups w h i c h , he sa id , only 
indicated the m a j o r ones and was not 
conclusive. A n outline fo l lows : 

The Individual and his Inner Self. 
Misfortune, Involving the Problem of 
Evil: n a t u r a l evi ls , accidents , suicide , 
s ickness , suffering, death , economic c a 
tastrophe, a l l w i t h deprivation of loved 
ones, p r o p e r t y of p h y s i c a l freedom and 
r e s u l t i n g often in religious doubts and 
uncertaint ies , and moral and s p i r i t u a l 
decay . 

Thwarted Desires — due to p h y s i c a l 
misfortunes , fami ly responsibi l i t ies , l a c k 
of educational opportunity , the struggle 
to make a l i v i n g , and resul t ing in p e r 
sonal maladjustments and religious 
problems. 

Moral Problems—arising from inade
quate conception of rel igion, ethical 
laws and m o r a l v a l u e s ; w r o n g attitudes, 
such as j e a l o u s y , greed, p r i d e , self ish
ness, hate, a n g e r ; conflicting d e s i r e s : 
anti -soeial b e h a v i o u r ; a l c o h o l i s m ; sex ; 
does- i t -pay-to-be-good; etc. 

Personal Feelings of Sin and Grief, 
Real or Imagined—resulting from ques
tionable behavior , and conflict with 
moral s tandards of society. 

Personality Problems — a r i s i n g from 
various causes , a n d resul t ing in such 
problems as the feel ing of fut i l i ty , i n -
h a r m o n y . the sense of f r u s t r a t i o n , p e r 
sonal inadequacy to meet l i fe , the i n 
feriority feel ing, the loss of sense of 
significance, the feel ing of insecur i ty , 

of fear , of anxiety , of suspic ion , the 
unwi l l ingness (or i n a b i l i t y ) to forgive, 
e t c . ; the sense of being alone in the 
w o r l d , unneeded, unwanted . 

Life Decisions, and Adjustments 
Thereto: W h a t s h a l l m y l i fe work be! 
W h o m shal l 1 m a r r y ? W h a t shal l I 
do with the C h r i s t - w a y of l i fe , etc .? 

Educational Needs—such as the ex
p a n d i n g of the individual ' s interests and 
horizons , the use of le isure t ime , the 
problem of recreation, the cultivation 
of the a r t of l i v i n g , etc. 

Indifference to Religious Living — 
either personal or social . 

The Meaning of Life—the problem 
of existence. I s l i fe worth l iv ing? 
W h a t makes it so? 

I n the same w a y the s p e a k e r outlined 
his other three main topics , " T h e I n 
div idual and his R e l a t i o n s h i p to the 
F a m i l y . " " T h e I n d i v i d u a l i n his R e l a 
tionship to L a r g e r S o c i a l G r o u p s , " " T h e 
I n d i v i d u a l in his R e l a t i o n s h i p to God 
a n d the U n i v e r s e . " 

Sermons should he addressed to L i f e -
S i tuat ions , to the needs a n d problem -
of people, a n d not " h u n g on texts , " 
M r . E w i n g said . I t w a s brought out 
in discussion that there h a d been a no
ticeable change in N e w C h u r c h sermons 
d u r i n g the last fifteen y e a r s , more in 
the direction indicated by the speaker. 
S e v e r a l mentioned that the net result 
was that they were accused of not 
p r e a c h i n g N e w C h u r c h sermons, that 
no longer were they doctr ina l . 

I t i sn ' t that anyone i s advocating a 
divorce from doctrine, the discussion 
went on, but that doctrine should be 
more l ike the tre l l i s w h i c h supports the 
rose bush. I t s greatest usefulness has 
been achieved when the rose hush it
sel f is supported and has g r o w n so 
large a n d lovely that the tre l l i s is com
plete ly obscured. 

I t is hoped that M r . E w i n g ' s 
study w i l l have wider c irculat ion than 
only w i t h i n this Associat ion group. — 
I M M A N U E L T A F E L , general pastor , I l l i 
nois Associat ion . 

Home Bible Courses 
S I M P L E , I N S T R U C T I V E C O U R S E S for 
every student of the Bible. The 
Introductory Course explains its 
deep purpose and relationship to 
daily life, how it was formed, and 
why a better understanding of it 
helps you to meet today's spiritual 
problems. T w o other advanced 
courses complete the work. 

TOTAL C O S T $5.00 INCLUDES 
Textbooks, all supplies, regular examinations, 

engraved certificate upon completion. 
You may enroll, at once, sending SI.00 in 

advance, or simply request Prospectus. 

The Bible Study School 
380 V a n Houten St., Paterson 1, N . J . 
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-ETTERS TTH°E EDITOR 
New-Church Formalism 

7 : the E D I T O R : 
With interest I read the letter from 

H r r m a n i s M e i r i n s i n T H E M E S S E N G E R 
I D e c . 13, ent i t led : " W o r s h i p and 

" r i v e r , " and I noted he hoped for the 
:.ions of other readers , 

l i k e M r . M e i r i n s I feel that w h e n 
• e p r a y we should have complete s i -

- :e . so that we can shut out the outer 
enter into the i n n e r , free of a l l 

i f c t u r b a n c e . T h e r e is a m a r k e d d i s 
turbance in a congregation when it gets 
I m and gets up . 

Also we m a y be i n a n uncomfortable 
ii while kneel ing , and not at ease. 

-T - fc ia l ly w h e n we are getting older 
tad less p l iable . 

The Responsive R e a d i n g is equal ly 
EDfrarbing, we are so tense for fear we 

. : - keep i i ] ) with the rest. I t is a 
dity, so there is no w a r m t h in it . 

I realize that for those that are used 
.:. it is h a r d to change, but I grew 

I D in a C h u r c h where none of those 
ilities were p r a c t i c e d , there was 

;Tist honest to goodness s imple w o r s h i p , 
pet so impressive , a n d for me it is h a r d 

take the formal i ty of the N e w 
Hturch, as much as I l ike the N e w 
r i a r c h teaching . 

My d ic t ionary tells me that formal 
• c a n s : " M a d e , f ramed , or done in a c -

rdance w i t h regular and establ ished 
- and m e t h o d s " ; a l so : " H a v i n g 

-Tward show, but l a c k i n g rea l i ty , out-
w d , m e c h a n i c a l . " 

\ e t when we w o r s h i p we ought to 
way from what is machine made, 

urtomatic and art i f ic ia l , and enter into 
real G o d - g i v e n - s e r e n i t y , w o r s h i p p i n g 

Him in s impl ic i ty a n d heart - fe l t devo-
z ~ z. lett ing go of self , and s e e k i n g H i s 
r •r-dness for us. 

It took the C h r i s t i a n C h u r c h h u n 
dreds of y e a r s at the Reformat ion , to 

SUNDAY S C H O O L AIMS 
An attempt to express three of them, 

"'•at would you add?) 
1. T h e S u n d a y School tr ies to help 

the chi ldren to be conscious of the 
L o r d being with them, ready with 
love a n d with strength for every 
need. 

2. T h e S u n d a y School tr ies to make 
the account of the L o r d ' s l i fe on 
earth rea l enough so that the c h i l 
dren m a y better understand H i s 
saving power, a n d , with H i s he lp , 
l ive more a n d more l ike H i m . 

3. T h e S u n d a y School tr ies to have 
the chi ldren memorize B i b l e pas 
sages, inc luding the T e n C o m 
mandments , as the s t a n d a r d for 
l iv ing , and for strength to d r a w 
on i n time of need .—From Frye-
burg's "Your Church." 

break a w a y from much of this b i n d i n g 
formal i ty , but w h e n I attend a formal 
N e w C h u r c h service I feel m y s e l f set 
back those centuries to the time when 
they had to obey b l i n d l y , without doing 
any s e l f - t h i n k i n g . 

T h e N e w C h u r c h service is more for
mal than most of the orthodox C h u r c h e s , 
yet we c a l l ourselves the " N e w C h u r c h " 
while holding so tenaciously to the old. 

O u r l i tt le group here worships in 
s impl ic i ty and freedom, yet we too are 
a N e w C h u r c h society and take our 
teaching a n d worship service very 
seriously . 

Y e s , only quiet and deep p r a y e r 
can give us blessings and be useful . 
C h r i s t p r e a c h e d without formal i ty , we 
can be on bended knees menta l ly , and 
s p i r i t u a l l y . 

H E R M I N E C O U G H R A N 
T e m p l e C i t y , C a l i f . 

• 
The New Version 

T o the E D I T O R : 
I have read , w i t h much interest , T H E 

M E S S E N G E R ' S series of art ic les on the 
R e v i s e d S t a n d a r d V e r s i o n . T h e y state, 
quite c l e a r l y and forcibly , the case for 
the " n e w " B i b l e . 

I wish to take exception, however , to 
two statements w h i c h appear i n the R e v . 
R i c h a r d H . T a f e l ' s art ic le in your issue 
of D e c . 13. 

I n commenting on Isaiah 7 :14 , M r . 
T a f e l s a i d : " T h e H e b r e w w o r d means 
s i m p l y ' a young w o m a n ' ; i f emphasis 
were to be placed upon her v irg in -s tate , 
another w o r d (bethulah) eas i ly could 
have been u s e d . " 

T h e H e b r e w word here i n question 
is " a l m a h , " and it seems to me that the 
E n g l i s h translat ion " a y o u n g w o m a n " 
does not quite convey the fu l l meaning , 
or nuances of the H e b r e w , w h i c h would 
he better t r a n s l a t e d , " a young woman 
veiled, or kept p r i v a t e . " 

I n the E a s t , where the seclusion of 
young gir ls before marr iage is so much 
a part of the cul ture , this difference is 
more important , it seems to me, than 
would be immediately a p p a r e n t to most 
of us. I feel that the K i n g J a m e s r e n 
der ing of Isaiah 7 : 1 4 — " B e h o l d , a v i r 
gin s h a l l conceive, a n d bear a son . . . " 
is c loser to the true s p i r i t of the H e 
brew than is the r e n d e r i n g in the new 
version. 

M y second exception to M r . T a f e l ' s 
remarks concerns his statement, " T h e 
G r e e k of the Septuagint translates the 
passage, ' B e h o l d , a v irg in (parthenos) 
. . . ,' but there is no evidence that 
there was a n y significance attached to 
this before the L o r d ' s b i r t h . " 

I th ink that there is a great deal of 
evidence that the G r e e k w o r d " p a r 
thenos " definitely meant " v i r g i n " at the 
time of the birth of the L o r d . Most of 
us are f a m i l i a r w i t h another form of 
this w o r d . " P a r t h e n o n " — t h e name of 

the T e m p l e to the V i r g i n A t h e n a , on 
the Acropol i s in A t h e n s . 

T h i s name has been general ly given 
to this temple since the fourth century 
B . C . Demosthenes refers to it by name, 
a n d in the official inventories of the 
A t h e n i a n S t a t e , the w o r d ( p a r t h e n o n ) 
is appl ied to one compartment , the i n 
nermost chamber , of the temple. 

Author i t ies , among them E r n e s t A r 
thur G a r d n e r , feel that the word has a 
definite relation to the cult of " A t h e n a 
P a r t h e n o s — t h e v i r g i n . " T h e present 
P a r t h e n o n was begun i n 447 B . C . and 
completed in 438 B . C . , though interior 
decoration was s t i l l in process in 433 
B . C . 

T h u s , it a p p e a r s that , ful ly four h u n 
d r e d y e a r s before the birth of J e s u s , 
the G r e e k word " p a r t h e n o s " had a very 
definite association with " v i r g i n i t y . " 

R O B E R T L . Y O U N G . 
S a n D i e g o , C a l i f . 

T o the E D I T O R : 
Some recent communications you have 

published make me fear lest we bui ld 
up a N e w C h u r c h doctrine of faith 
alone. I t is beside the point to inquire 
whether this , that or the other belief 
" s a v e s . " " A l l are received into heaven 
who have loved truth a n d good for the 
sake of truth and good" (Arcana 
3 5 0 ) . " I n the s p i r i t u a l wor ld , into 
which every man comes after death, 
it is not asked w h a t y o u r belief has 
been, or w h a t your doctrine has been, 
but what your life has b e e n . " (Heaven 
and Hell 1 0 1 ) . 

S h e e p cannot be separated from goats 
by consult ing the creeds that are used 
by the sects to which men happen to 
belong and which they perhaps repeat 
conscientiously in worship . 

I wonder i f N e w Y o r k newspapers 
c a r r i e d the same contribution that was 
run in the Boston Globe beginning D e c . 
27 . I t is entitled " S i x t h Sense or 
F a k e ? " and was concerned with e x t r a 
sensory perception a n d related p h e 
nomena and the first two instal lments 
were on the front page. 

T h e w r i t e r , M i c h a e l A m r i n e , w a s , we 
are told , " D i r e c t o r of P u b l i c Relat ions 
of the B r o o k h a v e n N a t i o n a l L a b o r a t o r y 
and [ i s ] one of the outstanding science 
reporters in the c o u n t r y , " and " i s a 
firm believer in a sixth s e n s e . " 

J O H N R . S W A N T O N 
N e w t o n , M a s s . 

G O W N S 
P U L P I T - C H O I R 
C O N F I R M A T I O N 

B A P T I S M A L 
DOCTORS 
MASTERS 

BACHELORS 
S GOWNS u i HOODS, 

H G N T L G Y A S I M O N r 
7 WEST 36ST- NEW YORK 18. N-Y-
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Question Box 

Question: I n Isaiah 5 : 2 0 we read 
" W o e unto them that c a l l ev i l good, a n d 
good e v i l . " D o e s Swedenborg give a n y 
c lear definition of the terms " g o o d " and 
" e v i l " ? 

Answer: A better t rans lat ion of this 
passage would r e a d , " W o e unto them 
that s a y , concerning e v i l , that it is good, 
and concerning good, that it is e v i l . " 
Obvious ly the statement does not refer 
to the observance of any moral or s p i r 
i tual eode, such as the Commandments 
or the B l e s s i n g s . T h e persons re ferred 
to are not interested in morals or s p i r 
i t u a l i t y : their concern is whether any 
given situation gives them p l e a s u r e , or 
not. W e rise from the table , a n d s a y , 
" T h a t was a good m e a l , " meaning that 
we e n j o y e d i t . A s imi lar meal might 
not a p p e a l to someone else, a n d there 
fore would not be " g o o d . " Subst i tut ing 
" b a d " for " e v i l , " we s a y : " I had a bad 
c o l d , " meaning a severe one. D i d a n y 
one ever have a " g o o d " co ld? 

W e must a p p r o a c h the s u b j e c t , there 
fore, from the standpoint of whether 
or not a given situation affords p leas 
ure to the person exper iencing i t . I f 
it does, then to h im that situation is 
" g o o d " ; i f it does not, then it is " e v i l . " 
A n d since a l l pleasure arises from the 
gratification of desire , and as a l l desire 
spr ings f r o m the heart ' s love, the r e 
action to any situation w i l l depend upon 
the nature of that love. A s we read 
in Arcana 5 1 8 9 : " A n y t h i n g that is of 
love is c a l l e d good, whether it is good 
or n o t " ( t h a t i s , whether it is a c c o r d 
ing to divine order or n o t ) . A n d a g a i n : 
" A l l that w h i c h is from love and its 
affections, is ca l led (by the person i n 
volved) good. " ( 4 3 3 7 ) " . 

A p p l i e d to the realm of e v e r y d a y l i fe , 
we c h a r a c t e r i z e a n y action w h i c h bene
fits others, as a " g o o d " action. S t r i c t l y 
s p e a k i n g , such an action is not " g o o d " 
— r a t h e r , it is beneficial . T h e " g o o d 
n e s s " in the situation is r e a l l y the mo
tive w h i c h prompted such action. E v e r y 
action derives its qual i ty from the mo
tive which brought i t forth. I t m a y be 
of benefit to whole communities , yet 
may have been performed from a selfish 
motive. I n such case, it is not " g o o d " 
in the true sense of the w o r d for, as 
we have seen, the terms " g o o d " and 
" e v i l , " considered d o c t r i n a l l y , a p p l y to 
the nature of the heart ' s love and the 
consequent desires and pleasures . T h e s e 
may he either " g o o d " or " e v i l . " 

I s there , then, no c lear definition of 
" g o o d " and " e v i l " to be found in the 
C h u r c h w r i t i n g s ? T h e r e is . I n Divine 
Providence 2 7 9 , we r e a d : " G o o d is the 

del ight of the affection of t h i n k i n g and 
act ing according to divine o r d e r . " T h a t 
i s , the delight , the j o y , w h i c h is felt 
when the thoughts and actions are i n 
harmony w i t h the divine order , is what 
is cal led g o o d . " 

W h a t is that divine o r d e r ? I t is the 
love of G o d , going forth from H i m , 
operat ing according to H i s divine w i s 
dom. T h e j o y resul t ing from the r e 
ception of that love, and a life a c c o r d 
i n g to it , is what is ca l led " g o o d . " A n d 
" e v i l " i s , of course, the reverse. 

I t is the pleasure w h i c h is felt by a 
human soul whose t h i n k i n g and actions 
are c a r r i e d on contrary to divine order. 

W e read in the Arcana 8 9 7 9 , " I n 
the s p i r i t u a l sense, nothing is cal led 
good except w h a t is of love to the L o r d 
and of love to the ne ighbor . " T h u s the 
man or woman who is activated by those 
loves in " i n good. " 

R e t u r n i n g to the passage quoted from 
Isaiah: T h o s e who a r e motivated by 
selfishness, because they have given 
themselves over to such a love, find no 
satisfaction in t h i n k i n g and act ing a c 
cording to divine order , and therefore 
they c a l l such a l i fe " e v i l " m e a n i n g , 
of course, undesirable — repugnant to 
their heart ' s love, whi le they do find a 
very rea l sat is fact ion i n t h i n k i n g and 
act ing c o n t r a r y to divine order. T h e r e 
fore, they c a l l such a l i fe " g o o d , " be
cause to them i t is the only l i fe worth 
l i v i n g . " W o e unto them that s a y , con
c e r n i n g e v i l , that it is good, and of 
good, that it is e v i l . " — W M . H . B E A I . E S 

Injures Hand 
S y m p a t h i e s are extended to D a v i d 

M a c k , Swedenborg F o u n d a t i o n d irec 
tor a n d member of the P a t e r s o n , N . J . , 
Soc iety , in a severe i n j u r y to his right 
h a n d when endeavoring to a d j u s t h is 
car ' s f a n belt . M a n y stitches were 
necessary a n d the p a i n was extreme. 

St. Louis Program 
S t . L o u i s ' Swedenborg B i r t h d a y pro 

g r a m featured an address by the R e v . 
I m m a n u e l T a f e l , of C h i c a g o , entit led 
" S w e d e n b o r g ' s Influence on M o d e r n 
T h o u g h t . " V o c a l solos were rendered 
b y M r s . W a l t e r E . O r t h w e i n a n d D r . 
M a l c o l m R o b b . 

Money For Your Treasury 
O V E R 1 , 5 0 0 . 0 0 0 

SUNFLOWER DISH CLOTHES 
Were sold in 19S1 by members of Sunday-
Schools, Ladies' Aids, Young People's 
Groups, etc. They enable you to earn 
money for your treasury, and make friends 
for your organization. 

Samplt F R E E to on Official 

S A N G A M O N MILLS 
Established 191S Cohoea, N . Y . 

Seven Churches Join New York 
In Its Unique Birthday Program; 

Nearly 200 Attend Affair 
Undoubtedly among the more unusual 

of the Swedenborg b ir thday commemo
rations was the p r o g r a m planned by 
the N e w Y o r k Society . Seven oth 
churches j o i n e d in the event : Madis 
Avenue B a p t i s t , F i r s t M o r a v i a n E p i s 
copal , A d a m s P a r k h u r s t Memoria l , 
C h u r c h of the C o v e n a n t , C h u r c h of the 
C r o s s r o a d s , M a r b l e Col legiate C h u r c h , 
with specia l music by the Metropolitan 
M o r a v i a n B a s s C h o i r . 

A handsome i l lustrated printed pro
g r a m was p r e p a r e d by Author ized C a n 
didate W i l l i a m R . Woofenden, now 
s e r v i n g the Society , containing tributes 
to the seer a n d quotations from his 
wri t ings . N e a r l y 2 0 0 attended the af
fa ir . O n e of the addresses and a pic 
ture are expected for our next issue. 

Mrs. Ophia Smith Is Speaker 
M r s . O p h i a D . S m i t h , wel l known 

Ohio h is tor ica l w r i t e r and lecturer , was 
p r i n c i p a l speaker on C i n c i n n a t i ' s S w e 
denborg's b i r t h d a y p r o g r a m J a n . 25. 
T h e preceding service was i n charge of 
the y o u n g people of the c h u r c h . 

Awarded Tropical Fish 
A s w i n n e r of his J u n i o r C l a s s ' s Bible 

Q u i z , at W i l m i n g t o n , J a m e s A y t o n wai 
presented by his teacher, M r s . Lenore 
Poole , with a tropica l fighting fish. 

IN MEMORIAM 
Q U I M B Y . — T h e R e v . H e r b e r t F . 

Q u i m h y passed a w a y D e c e m b e r 2 8 . H 
was the father of M i s s B e r n i c e Quimby. 
ass istant at the Massachuset ts New 
C h u r c h LTnion. Boston . • 

L o v i s . — F r e d S . L o v i s , w e l l known 
Boston N e w C h u r c h m a n , entered the 
higher l i fe D e c e m b e r 2 8 . L o n g an 
esteemed member of the Society , he had 
served its S t a n d i n g Committee many 
y e a r s , and was for three decades l i 
b r a r i a n of the local C h u r c h school. H i s 
wife preceded h im to the s p i r i t u a l world 
i n 1 9 4 6 . H i s pastor , the R e v . Antony 
R e g a m e y , conducted last services for 
him at the c h u r c h . 

• 
F R Y . — W a y n e F r y passed into the 

higher l i fe D e c e m b e r 3 1 . A devoted 
member of the L o s Angeles Society , his 
cheery h u m a n presence w i l l be greatly 
missed by his associates a n d many 
church fr iends . 

E N G A G E D 
H A I . L - R O S S . — T h e engagement has 

been announced of L o i s H a l l and G l e n 
Rose of the D e t r o i t Society . T h e mar
riage date has not yet been set. 
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