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E D I T O R I A L S 

A Man With a Mission 
J J j f E H O N O R the p a t r i a r c h A b r a h a m because he 
W obeyed when the ca l l came to h i m t o leave his 
native Chaldca and his k i n d r e d t o go i n t o a l a n d 
t h a t G o d wou ld show h i m . Doubtless there were 
many who advised h i m against such a move ; who 
- o ld h i m t h a t he m i g h t find himself f o l l o w i n g a w i l l -
•-the-wisp. B u t his f a i t h was so s t r o n g t h a t mere 
i .uman op in i on could n o t deflect h i m f r o m w h a t he 
. mceived as his d u t y . W e honor Moses, t oo , be
cause he obeyed G o d — n o t w i t h o u t much reluctance 
-hat arose f r o m p r a c t i c a l considerations — when 
. d ied u p o n t o l i bera te his fellow Israe l i tes . A n d 
we r i g h t l y honor Swedenborg as wel l , on his n a t a l 

J a n u a r y 29 , n o t merely f o r his p r o d i g i o u s 
Achievements, b u t because he obeyed his L o r d when 
the ca l l came to receive i n t o his u n d e r s t a n d i n g the 
- r u t h s u p o n which a new age was t o be b u i l t , and 
:o pub l i sh the same b y the press. 

T h e other d a y we were i n t r o d u c e d to a newspaper 
columnist , who , on l e a r n i n g our church connections 
- a i d , "Swedenborg is a t h i n k e r whom I know l i t t l e 
ubout, b u t f o r whom I have a deep respect . " Such 
an op in ion is no t uncommon i n the educated w o r l d . 
I t is good as f a r as i t goes. B u t no j u s t a p p r a i s a l 

f Swedenborg is possible w i t h o u t a due considera-
-;on of w h a t he believed t o be his mission. I t is 
nossible t h a t Swedenborg would s tand much h igher 
in the es t imat ion of the w o r l d had he never entered 
-he field of theo logy . T h e n anyone could express 
his a d m i r a t i o n f o r h i m as a scientist and a ph i loso 
pher w i t h o u t a d d i n g regrets because he had " v i s i o n s " 
and w r o t e " m y s t i c a l " doctr ines . ( I n c i d e n t a l l y his 
wr i t ings are no t m y s t i c a l either i n f o r m or content . ) 
B u t had Swedenborg n o t taken u p his ca l l he could 
not have signed himsel f " s e r v a n t o f the L o r d Jesus 
C h r i s t . " H e became a reve lator because God called 
h im to be one; because God employed h i m as the 
human i n s t r u m e n t t o make known t r u t h s needed b y 
man i f God was t o succeed i n establ ishing the r i g h t 
re lat ionship between H i m s e l f and H i s ch i ldren . 

As a m a t t e r of f a c t , a l l h u m a n prob lems—whether 
they be such as the i n d i v i d u a l must wrestle w i t h , o r 
whether t h e y involve a l l o f soc ie ty ,—are bas i ca l ly 
but the var ious aspects of the r i g h t r e l a t i o n of the 
human t o the D i v i n e . T h e coming o f the K i n g d o m 
of God on e a r t h is cont ingent upon H i s w i l l be ing 
done on e a r t h . T h e r e are three essentials, and of 
course m a n y more, i n the reve lat ion t h a t Sweden
b o r g was commissioned to make t o help i n p r o m o t i n g 
the t r u e r e l a t i o n between m a n and G o d : 

1 . T h e opening of the i n t e r i o r sense of the W o r d . 
I t is i n th i s sense t h a t there is " D i v i n e t r u t h i n i t s 
very l i g h t . " (True Christian Religion 780 . ) I n i t 
:- unfo lded the s t o r y of man's regenerat ion as well 
as the t r u t h s needed f o r th is regenerat ion . 

2. T h e oneness o f the L o r d . A false doc t r ine con
cerning God tends t o c o r r u p t a l l re l ig ious t r u t h . T h e 
highest a d j u s t m e n t t h a t m a n is capable of m a k i n g 
to the d iv ine law is hindered b y w r o n g conceptions 

o f God . 
3. T h e re la t i onsh ip of man t o G o d is founded on 

the o p e r a t i o n o f the power o f love. N o one w i l l 
contend t h a t Swedenborg was the first t o p r o m u l 
gate the doc t r ine o f love. T h i s d o c t r i n e is older 
t h a n C h r i s t i a n i t y i tse l f . B u t when Swedenborg 
came u p o n the scene, i t h a d been l a r g e l y pushed i n t o 
the b a c k g r o u n d i n the C h r i s t i a n w o r l d . T h e church 
o f t h a t d a y sought t o compel f a i t h b y threats of 
the w r a t h of God . T h e appeal was t o fear no t love. 
Swedenborg b r o u g h t i t t o l i f e as a f u n d a m e n t a l r e 
l ig ious concept. As Helen K e l l e r w r i t e s : " B u t only 
when Swedenborg arose o u t o f the cold age o f reason 
called the E i g h t e e n t h C e n t u r y , d i d love as a doc
t r i n e aga in shine f o r t h as the centre and l i f e , the 
beauty and the preserver o f a l l t h i n g s . " ( " M y 
R e l i g i o n . " Doub leday , Page and Co., 1927 , p . 148. ) 

Swedenborg's mission was no t immediate ly t o 
f o u n d a new order . H i s most a r d e n t fo l lower h a r d l y 
would make t h a t c la im. B u t he d i d obey God's ca l l 
i n rece iv ing i n t o his u n d e r s t a n d i n g and p u b l i s h i n g 
the t r u t h s which , t o the extent t h a t are received and 
l ived b y men, w i l l b r i n g i n the new age. F o r this 
we p a y homage t o h i m . — B . J . 

Youth and Swedenborg 
A N Y New C h u r c h societies observe the Sunday 

before Swedenborg's b i r t h d a y as y o u n g 
people's Sunday . T h i s wou ld suggest t h a t some, 
a t least, feel t h a t Swedenborg has an appeal f o r 
y o u t h . On the face o f i t , th i s h a r d l y seems to be 
the case. I t is r a r e t o find a y o u n g person who 
reads h i m to a n y extent . A n d the decline i n the 
membership o f our y o u n g people i n Convent ion poses 
one o f the most serious questions before the C h u r c h 
at th is t ime . 

Y e t there are those a m o n g us, especially those 
who embraced Swedenborg's teachings i n our y o u t h , 
who feel t h a t he has a message o f g r e a t impor tance 
and value t o the y o u n g . I n every generat i on y o u t h 
has m a n y queries, and c e r t a i n l y t h a t is t r u e t o d a y . 
T h e ear ly years o f l i f e are n o t qui te the h a p p y , care
free p e r i o d t h a t oldsters sometimes believe i t to be. 
O f course, most of us w o u l d be g l a d t o have t ime 
t u r n backwards i n i t s flight and make us boys or 
g i r l s a g a i n even i f j u s t f o r a day . A n d y o u t h can 
p l a y w i t h zest, take an act ive p a r t i n spor t s , par t i e s 
and o ther diversions. B u t th is does n o t mean t h a t 
the y o u n g have no serious problems. T h e y are beset 
w i t h uncer ta in t i e s , fears and fa i lures . T o d a y such 
questions as t o when the a r m y w i l l d r a f t them, o r 
whether they w i l l have t o fight i n another w a r of 
g l oba l p r o p o r t i o n s o r even a re la t i ve ly smal l one, 
make i t h a r d f o r y o u t h to p l a n f o r a career or f o r 
a f a m i l y . C e r t a i n l y , the so-called lost generat ion 
is n o t confined to those who grew u p d u r i n g the 
p e r i o d o f the depression when j obs were h a r d t o 
o b t a i n . I t also takes i n n o t a few who belong t o 
the years of the second w o r l d w a r and t o d a y . 

Yes , y o u t h o f t o d a y is u n c e r t a i n as w h a t the 
{Concluded on page 43) 



SWEDENBORG AS STATESMAN 
IN A TROUBLED WORLD 
by Clayton Priestnal 

M A N U E L S W E D E N B O R G l ived i n a w o r l d 
vexed b y problems very much l ike those dis

t u r b i n g m a n k i n d t o d a y . H e antedated by almost 
t w o centuries the a tomic bomb, supersonic speed, 
r a d a r , and the t h r e a t of communism, y e t his genera
t i o n s t r u g g l e d w i t h the same basic issues which cha l 
lenge our c o n t e m p o r a r y w o r l d — m i l i t a r y aggression, 
p o l i t i c a l i n t r i g u e and c o r r u p t i o n , h i g h taxes, 
a u t o c r a c y , intemperance and complacency. 

Swedenborg l ived i n t h a t per i od of intense f e r 
ment which precedes g r e a t revo lut ions . E n g l a n d 
had a l ready o v e r t h r o w n the absolute a u t h o r i t y 
vested in the r e i g n i n g monarch and had t r a n s f e r r e d 
i t t o the houses of P a r l i a m e n t . T h i s p o l i t i c a l mi le 
stone occurred i n 1688 , the very year of Sweden
borg 's b i r t h , and i t is commonly known by E n g l i s h 
h is tor ians as the " G l o r i o u s R e v o l u t i o n . " 

A b o u t the t ime o f Swedenborg's death in 1772, 
or s h o r t l y therea f t e r , came the g r e a t i n d u s t r i a l 
r e v o l u t i o n , the revo l t of the A m e r i c a n colonies, and 
the s igni f i cant p o l i t i c a l and social r e v o l u t i o n in 
F r a n c e . T h e f a r - r e a c h i n g flood waters of these 
upheavals were be ing massed d u r i n g Swedenborg's 
l i f e t ime . R e a c t i o n a r y forces were being supp lanted 
b y those progressive movements which m a r k e d the 
advent of our modern era , an era o f mechanical 
advancement and an accelerated g r o w t h o f c i v i l 
l ibert ies . 

As a man of b r o a d scientif ic , social and rel ig ious 
interests , Swedenborg was n o t unaware of these 
deepening streams of h u m a n t h o u g h t which would 
soon sweep over a large p a r t of E u r o p e , and extend 
to the N o r t h A m e r i c a n cont inent as wel l , l i f t i n g the 
lives of men to new heights of freedom and economic 
secur i ty . 

F r o m 1719 , when the f a m i l y was ennobled b y 
Queen U l r i c a E l e a n o r a , Swedenborg was ent i t l ed t o 
a seat i n the house of Nobles, the u p p e r chamber 
of the Swedish D i e t . H e r e i t was t h a t f o r a p e r i o d 
o f over f o r t y years he exercised his prerogat ives as 
a l eg i s la tor , a l t h o u g h i t must be remembered t h a t 
f o r considerable periods of t ime he resided in E n g 
l a n d and i n other p a r t s of E u r o p e , p r i n c i p a l l y the 
Nether lands , f a r removed f r o m his nat ive S tockho lm. 
B u t whenever possible he t ook his place i n the D i e t 
and gained a r e p u t a t i o n f o r being a wise senator 
who voted w i t h g r e a t independence, t h a t is , he d i d 
no t fo l low p a r t y lines b u t cast his vote in accordance 
w i t h his convict ions as t o w h a t was r i g h t and w r o n g . 

Swedenborg was n o t a b r i l l i a n t speaker, a s l i ght 
impediment o f speech, a tendency t o s t u t t e r , was a 
handicap to the development o f o r a t o r i c a l powers , 
a l t h o u g h i n smal l g roups he was considered t o be 
a pol ished, urbane conversat ional is t who spoke s lowly 
and w i t h an a u t h o r i t y which held the r a p t a t t e n t i o n 
of his l isteners. 

A l t h o u g h he spoke i n f r e q u e n t l y i n pub l i c , there 
have come down to us several memorials addressed 

to the august body of which he was a respected 
member. These papers give us some knowledge and 
ins ight i n t o Swedenborg's social , economic and 
p o l i t i c a l views. A n d much o f w h a t he said two h u n 
dred years ago has a s t a r t l i n g relevancy t o c u r r e n t 
p r o b l e m s ; his statements give us a w a r r a n t e d as
sumpt i on as t o w h a t his pos i t i on wou ld have been on 
some of our m i d t w e n t i c t h c e n t u r y issues were he 
alive t o d a y . 

Sixteen years a f t e r the death of Charles X I I , t h a t 
w a r - l i k e k i n g of Sweden, a t the seige of F r e d r i k -
shald , a g r o u p of men w i t h s imi lar m i l i t a r i s t i c 
ambit ions sought t o revive the m a r t i a l s p i r i t of the 
c o u n t r y f o r the express purpose o f a t t a c k i n g Russia 
to avenge previous defeats at her hands. A t t h a t 
t ime the executive power o f the government was 
entrusted t o the P r i v y Counc i l , and the m i l i t a r y 
clique sought t o enflame t h a t body i n t o a dec lara t i on 
of w a r b y e x t o l l i n g the courage and fame of t h e i r 
late - lamented monarch . 

T h e p l a n was t o f o r m an offensive all iance w i t h 
F r a n c e , defeat Russia , and replace the deposed k i n g 
of P o l a n d , Stanis laus , back on his t h r o n e . I t was 
against th is b a c k g r o u n d of p o l i t i c a l i n t r i g u e (whi ch 
here has been g r e a t l y over-simpli f ied f o r the sake of 
b r e v i t y ) t h a t Swedenborg addressed his memor ia l 
on the a d v i s a b i l i t y of d e c l a r i n g w a r on Russia t o 
a secret session o f the P r i v y Counc i l . ( I n c i d e n t a l l y 
th is document is s t i l l preserved in the archives of 
the L i b r a r y of the Academy of N a t u r a l Sciences 
in S tockho lm. ) 

Swedenborg's memor ia l reveals h i m as an astute 
statesman, rea l i s t i c , deeply p a t r i o t i c , a fervent lover 
o f freedom, and one who possessed a passionate re 
g a r d f o r law and order . H e was except ional ly well 
in f o rmed on every phase o f government . H i s l ong 
tenure as Assessor of Mines gave h i m first-hand 
knowledge o f the i n t e r n a l s trengths and weaknesses 
of his c o u n t r y . H e knew the l i m i t a t i o n s of Sweden's 
i n d u s t r i a l and m i l i t a r y p o t e n t i a l . H e had seen war 
wreck his c o u n t r y ' s economy. H e well knew how 
conf l ict saps the very l i fe -b lood of a n a t i o n , even 
t h o u g h i t m i g h t have been v i c t o r i ous in b a t t l e . A n d 
Swedenborg was well versed in d i p l o m a t i c s t r a t e g y . 
H e said t o the P r i v y Counc i l on th is occasion: 

I f Sweden remains n e u t r a l , the h a r m t h a t 
has been a l ready done m a y he replaced b y 
wise economy, b y encourag ing mines and com
merce, and b y the p r o f i t which Swedish mer 
chants would derive f r o m other powers being 
involved in war . 

T h i s is precisely the p o l i c y which Sweden fol lowed 
d u r i n g b o t h W o r l d W a r s . She m a i n t a i n e d a p r e 
carious n e u t r a l i t y , t r a d e d w i t h b o t h sides, and thus 
improved the state of her t r e a s u r y and spared her 
cities and countrys ide f r o m d e s t r u c t i o n while ne igh
b o r i n g nat ions were being ravaged and impoverished 
b y war . 
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•-^edenborg deprecated war. D u r i n g his earlier years 
do not find so many evidences that he was pr imar i l y 

neemed w i t h the moral depravity engendered and re
verted in armed conflicts. H i s objections appear to be 
principal ly economic. From the long perspective of his
tory and the bitter experiences of Sweden dur ing his 
B e t i m e , he recognized the f u t i l i t y of war, the debi l i -
- I - T I J effects i t l iad upon the national l i fe . Even vic-
- -v is not ult imately rewarding, for every defeated foe 

coiled, ready to strike back in retaliation. 
I - clear, cogent argument Swedenborg urged the pol 

icy makers to t u r n their efforts towards the develop 
mtaA of their country's natural resources, rather than 

c wealth from the spoils of conquered nations. To 
i e fr iendly neighbors is more conducive to peace and 
- - verity than to be surrounded by bit ter , subjugated 

Even though a passionate lover of peace and 
fueedom. Swedenborg was no implacable pacifist. There 
- eloquence of genius in these words respecting war 

.is memorial : 
To attack any one, simply to show that one 

assesses strength and courage, is false g l o ry ; 
.t to defend oneself bravely when attacked is 

true glory. 
Tics sentiment is worthy of being engraved in the Hal ls 
: : i e United Nations where i t could be seen and studied 
- :he diplomats in whose hands rest the fate ful deci-

- : peace or war. 
There can be detected a touch of the opportunist in 

- v - i enborg ' s statesmanship at this stage of his spir-
development — for this memorial was wr i t t en in 

I more than two decades before his complete pre-
• -cation w i t h a divine mission. He places before the 

: i l this persuasive argument: 
I f we . . . bide our time, perhaps dur ing this 
v war a more favorable conjuncture may arise, 

it least we shall be better able to see which side 
- more l ike ly to w i n , upon which a l l our chance 
: profit depends. . . . 

- is a famil iar strategy! W a i t u n t i l one sees which 
n j the fortunes of war are turn ing and then j o i n ranks 
« ::. the side which seems assured of winning . Without 
. .c-tion Swedenborg would not for a moment counte-
• r .e in his later years a course which was guided by 
-cc-rdiency rather than by the principles of justice and 
-^rteousness. Here he was being a very practical 
----.csman in a troubled wor ld . 

-denborg was of the strong opinion that no country 
u!d go to war without a sufficient cause. He said: 

I n declaring war now, or involving ourselves 
in such a manner that i t may be looked upon i n 
directly as a declaration of war or an offensive 

ement, we should do so without the appear
ance of having a sufficient cause for i t . A pre-

wd cause can always be found; yet i f we 
should flatter ourselves w i t h the justice of our 

ise, many would see that this was real ly noth
ing else than a breach of peace w i t h Russia 
under a pretext. 

T ins we see that Swedenborg was far from being an 
. : i rincipled statesman. He recognized that i t was a 

- -imple matter for a country to create some k ind 
•vocation, an incident, which might seem to j u s -

• : a declaration of war against a neighboring state. 
E i t such a course, he argued, should not be followed 
i f a nation has the slightest regard for the justice of 

T T cause and any respect for her national honor. 
There are reasons for believing that Swedenborg's 

: . . s ter ly presentation of his arguments played no small 
part in postponing action for six years, thus prolonging 

Sweden's much-needed respite from the bloody, en-
nervating battlefields of Europe. B u t subsequently the 
war-mongers prevailed and led their exhausted country 
into a war w i t h Russia which resulted in a disastrous 
defeat in 1741— thus ending Sweden's career as a m i l i 
ta ry power. 

Swedenborg seems to have had an especial interest 
in the fiscal and economic policies of the government. 
The value of his practical , well - informed studies on the 
financial condition of his nation's treasury were recog
nized and appreciated by the leaders of the state. A 
memorial read before the Diet in 1761 might wel l have 
been presented only yesterday to the Br i t i sh Parliament 
wi th very few changes, jus t a word here and there, so 
applicable are its contents to England's present economic 
crisis. 

He emphasized the prime importance for a nation to 
maintain a favorable trade balance i f she is to continue 
on a sound financial footing. The moment a country 
which is not completely self-sufficient begins to import 
more goods than she exports, her standard of l i v ing w i l l 
inevitably decline, her credit among the nations w i l l be
come imperi led, and her industries w i l l show a marked 
depreciation in value. 

The fo l lowing excerpt from one of Swedenborg's fi
nancial memorials reveals at once his inherent humil i ty 
and his deep concern for his country's wel fare : 

As every one, now, is le f t in freedom to express 
his well-meant thoughts, and to suggest how the 
commonweal is l ike ly to be best helped, i t is 
hoped that i t w i l l not be unfavorably received i f 
I insist, in a l l humi l i ty , that there is nothing the 
present Die t can do of greater importance than 
to examine, and to assist and promote, a l l propo
sitions, which have for their purpose to infuse 
new l i fe into Swedish commerce, so as to make 
our balance square; and thus for the sake of the 
private welfare of every one of us, also for that 
of our whole prosperity. 

This eighteenth-century statesman concludes his ap
peal by declaring that the loss of colonies, the depleted 
condition of the merchant marine—because of "weary-
years of w a r " — m u s t be counterbalanced by the expan
sion of Sweden's iron and copper works, the rebuilding 
of her merchant fleet, and by sending abroad for sale 
al l domestic goods not absolutely essential for home con
sumption, and by cutt ing down on a l l unnecessary i m 
ports. This is the drastic course which B r i t a i n is f o l 
lowing today in her valiant effort to create a favorable 
trade balance and to regain her former preeminence in 
the market places of the wor ld . 

These documents on Sweden's financial problems 
clearly demonstrate that Swedenborg was not an i m 
practical dreamer, a mystic, as some have said, whose 
thoughts were far f rom the ore pits , the smoke stacks, 
and the teeming highways of commerce. Although he 
talked much wi th angels about love, wisdom, and the 
Divine Providence, yet he never lost sight of the fact 
that this is a wor ld to be l ived i n ; i t is the plane of 
consciousness upon which human character is to be 
molded, i f at a l l , into the image and likeness of the 
Great Creator. He was aware of the fact that a sol
vent, stable government was essential in the moral and 
spir i tual development of a people. Employment, t h r i f t 
and economic planning, also, were integral parts of a 
healthy society. I n short, Swedenborg knew that human 
destiny is determined r ight here in this work-a-day 
wor ld . H is active, constructive l i f e , his grasp of com
plex problems, and his wholesome outlook give indis
putable evidence of the soundness of his mind. 

(Next, page please) 



(From preceding page) 
No doubt f rom prehistoric times 

when a group of Neanderthal men en
trusted their meagre possessions to some 
one person, who was either appointed 
or elected, while they ventured for th for 
a few days' hunt ing , there has been dis
honesty and corruption. One of those 
early custodians of property when l e f t 
alone unwatched probably could not re
sist the impulse to filch a l i t t l e food, a 
few pelts, or some crude instruments of 
warfare. Thus corruption began in 
public l i f e . Down through the ages 
human f r a i l t y has had to be reckoned 
wi th in social relationships. 

The record shows that some of the 
officials in Sweden were not as honest 
as they should have been. The pres
ence of corruption in high office caused 
many of Swedenborg's fellow Scandi
navians to question whether their coun
t r y had the best, the most efficient form 
of government. While Swedenborg did 
not for a moment defend mismanage
ment and corruption of government, he 
d id recognize that wide-spread c r i t i 
cism, exaggerated to the point of dis
tort ion , could lead to an undermining 
of the nation. He understood human 
nature wel l enough to know that cor
ruptible individuals are not nearly so 
numerous as those who are disposed to 
find faul t . 

True , there were grave mistakes 
being made in the administration of 
the Swedish government, enough to f i l l 
a large volume, but even so, the people 
were safe; they could hold proper ty ; 
they could express their views openly; 
they were free men — no one was a 
slave. These fundamental facts were 
important to Swedenborg; he wanted to 
be certain that they would be preserved. 
We find tolerance, a sp i r i t of forgive
ness, and a deep understanding of 
human f a l l i b i l i t y in these words ad
dressed to the D i e t : 

I f i n this wor ld there should ex
ist a heavenly government, consist
ing of men who had an angelic 
disposition, there would neverthe
less be in i t faults caused by weak
ness, together w i t h other shortcom
ings ; and i f these were ferreted 
out, reported, and exaggerated, this 
government too might be under
mined by calumny, and thereby 
gradually a desire might be raised 
among the well-disposed to destroy 
i t . 

Le t this t r u t h be heard by a l l those who 
at the first appearance of corruption in 
office lose heart in the future of democ
racy and who w i t h loud voices become 
prophets of doom. 

Despite undeniable and inexcusable 
instances of governmental corruption, 
Swedenborg defended his country's po
l i t i ca l system because in i t were incor
porated the basic laws of freedom and 

economic security. He upheld the l i m 
ited monarchy of Sweden in language 
which is surprisingly impassioned, espe
cial ly to those who are more accustomed 
to the calm, prosaic style of the theo
logical and scientific works. These are 
his words: 

But , notwithstanding, a l l this 
(corruption in government), that 
one ruby (justice) shines in the 
sceptre of the Swedish government, 
that a l l are safe w i t h regard to 
their l i f e , property , and vocation; 
that every rank is safe in the en
joyment of its privileges, and espe
cial ly the agriculturalists, whose 
fields yield them their increase, so 
that i t may be said in t r u t h , that 
we are a free people, and no one 
is a slave who leads the l i fe of a 
useful citizen. 

This is not a pessimist speaking, but 
one who had fa i th in man's abi l i ty to 
establish and maintain a free govern
ment. 

The culmination of this movement for 
a reorganization of the national govern
ment came in the publication of a book 
by Nordencrantz, the Councillor of 
Commerce, i n which he spoke w i t h 
alarm of the corruption so widespread 
throughout the country. Nordencrantz 
made many charges against public offi
cials, f rom judges to senators, and per
haps just i f iab ly , and then he proposed 
radical changes in the form of govern
ment. I t was these suggested altera
tions that Swedenborg opposed so 
vigorously. 

I t would take too long here to dis
cuss adequately a l l of his objections to 
the plan advanced by Nordencrantz, 
therefore, only one of the issues i n 
volved in this interesting controversy 
w i l l be considered: The Councillor of 
Commerce, i t seems, fe lt that corrup
t ion could be minimized by a greater 
centralization of power, that is, by hav
ing fewer public officials, g iv ing them 
a wider jur i sd i c t ion , and l i m i t i n g to 
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several years their tenure in office. 
Even the k i n g , he contended, should be 
less restricted in his regal prerogatives. 
Such a plan of reorganization was 
sharply but courteously criticized by 
Swedenborg. He pointed to the incal
culable harm done to the country from 
the w i l f u l abuse of their absolute 
powers by Charles X I and Charles X I I . 

Swedenborg had known the latter 
ruler intimately. More mischief could 
be done in a year, he maintained, by an 
arb i t rary monarch than a "clique or 
combination of many at a session of the 
Diet could accomplish in a hundred 
years." He also contended that short 
terms in office would tend to encourage 
bribery and other forms of official mis
conduct. No doubt he would have 
strongly approved of our system of civi l 
service. To prevent corruption in free 
government is impossible, Swedenborg 
declared, yet under the present system, 
there had been an encouraging dimuni-
t ion of malfeasance in public office, far 
more than in England and Hol land. 
Here again is Swedenborg speaking: 

Corrupt practices in free govern
ments are like small r ipples, com
pared w i t h large waves in absolute 
monarchies. 
I n the above controversy Swedenborg 

stands for th as a defender of democratic 
principles despite a l l of their obvious 
imperfections. So long as men are free 
they have the power to act against 
wrongdoers, they can clean house, they 
can work towards a government free 
from dishonesty. A n y movement, there
fore, which tended to deprive man of 
his r ight to self-determination was 
prompt ly and vigorously opposed by 
this great man of Sweden. 

The last document we have relating 
to Swedenborg's public l i f e was pre
sented to the Diet in 1 7 6 1 , eleven years 
before his death. The very t i t l e of the 
memorial embraces a summation of his 
pol it ical philosophy: Frank Views Con
cerning the Maintenance of the Coun
try and the Preservation of Its Free
dom. To strengthen and perpetuate his 
native land, its industries, commerce, 
natural resources, culture, and its peo
ple and their freedom, was the purpose 
behind a l l of Swedenborg's efforts as a 
public servant, both as Assessor of 
Mines (an office he filled for twenty-
eight years) and as a member of the 
House of Nobles. This final address 
is almost l ike the last w i l l and testa
ment of an elder statesman who real
izes that his life's work is nearly done. 
The words he spoke are the words of 
a man who seems to be making a vale
dictory to a nation for which he has 
had a long and deep affection. I n spite 
of his prolonged absences from Sweden, 
his garden house, the Academy of N a t u 
ra l Sciences, and a l l the other familiar 
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(From preceding page) 
.dinarks of Stockholm must have 
nit very much to h im. 

The occasion of this last public ut -
c. at least the last one of which 

have a record, is not without inter -
Three senators, one of whom had 

en prime minister, were expelled from 
e because of their part ic ipat ion in 

iisastrous mi l i ta ry campaign against 
c K i n g of Prussia dur ing the Seven 
ars War . Swedenborg was of the 
- i on that these competent, patriotic 

izens, a l l of whom he knew wel l , were 
ide scapegoats and should be re-
•:ated. The men were members of 
7 "hats , " a pol it ical par ty which ad-
ated l i m i t i n g the powers of the 

lish throne—a policy Swedenborg 
aaly favored. 

Umost two-thirds of the memorial is 
en to a solemn warning against sur-
ier ing any of the rights and freedom 
- iredish citizens. " N o one," he de-
red, "has the r ight to leave his l i f e 

1 property in the absolute power of 
7 ind iv idua l ; for of these God alone 

— aster, and we are merely his stew-
is in this w o r l d . " 

this statement Swedenborg reaches 
- maturity as a statesman. Here he 
A S upon l i f e in its t o t a l i t y ; he is not 

merned w i t h c iv i l l i f e alone; his 
nzhts are not centered in spir i tual 

Fins. He sees the two, the earthly 
r and the heavenly l i f e , as a one, 
— the former subservient to the la t -

Only as a people recognize and 
: the higher dictates of sp ir i tual 

w and become citizens of the Lord's 
_ i o m can a true and lasting peace 
: prosperity come to a nation. 

. through a careful study of Swe-
- org's l i f e can one begin to com-

- Tiid and to appreciate a l l that was 
hred in his reaching this high and 

sly pinnacle of statesmanship. Swe-
org, his g i f ted mind crammed as no 

mind has ever been fil led w i t h 
rwledge of science, psychology and 

jophy, le f t a l l of these mundane 
tits to grapple w i t h the verities of 

r iernal wor ld . Now his words have 
the fire of a patr iot and the i n -

t of a divinely enlightened seer. 
When freedom was at stake he d id 
; equivocate. " I cannot see any d i f -
rence," he insisted, "between a k i n g 

,-weden who possesses absolute 
wer, and an i d o l ; for a l l t u r n them

es heart and soul to the one as to 
c other, they obey his w i l l , and wor-
i p what passes out of his mouth." 
pre speaks a statesman whose first a l -

ence is to the Great Creator. Swe-
: org's conscience would not permit 

_ to stand at one side in silence while 
arical leaders plotted to curb the l i b -
aes of the people. 
Maintenance of freedom by l i m i t i n g 
7 powers of the k i n g was Sweden-

. - first point. H is second is espe-

A corner of the Way fa re rs ' Chape l , 
Palos Verdes, Cal i f . , unique glass church 
recently e rec ted as a memorial to Swe
denborg . The crowds continually visit
ing the chapel , at t racted by this hand
some bookstand, take away with them 
large quantities of l iterature. The 
chapel 's music is provided by the Brock
ton, Mass., Society, tape recorded . 
Kenneth W . Knox now is in charge. 

cially interesting in view of the present 
wor ld crisis. The memorial stresses the 
necessity of securing alliances w i t h for 
eign powers for mutual protection. 
From his own words we are just i f ied, 
the present wr i ter believes, in postulat
ing that were he alive today Sweden
borg would be a firm supporter of col
lective security. On more than one 
occasion he took the opportunity of 
point ing out to the Diet the importance 
of honoring treaties and of establishing 
close ties w i t h France. 

Swedenborg had the satisfaction of 
knowing that two of the three men he 
defended so eloquently were restored 
to their respective offices in the gov
ernment. 

Alexander Pope, the Engl ish poet 
who, incidentally, was also born in the 
year 1688 , is the author of the fo l low
ing lines: 

Statesman, yet fr iend to t r u t h ! of 
soul sincere, 

I n action f a i t h f u l , and in honour 
clear; 

Who broke no promise, served no 
private end, 

Who gained no t i t l e , and who lost 
no f r iend , 

Ennobled by himself, by a l l ap
proved, 

A n d praised, wept, and hon
oured. . . . 

Compressed into these few words is a l l 
that one could say of Swedenborg as 
a statesman. There is l i t t l e doubt but 
that i f the L o r d had not called him to 
a mission which greatly transcended the 
affairs of state in urgency and signifi
cance, Swedenborg would have held 
wi th distinction many high posts in the 
Swedish government. He possessed a l l 

the native endowments and person i n 
tegr i ty which qual i fy one for stations 
of leadership. 

I n the year of Swedenborg's death, 
Samuel Sandels, Councillor of the 
Royal College of Mines, stood in the 
Great H a l l of the House of Nobles and 
delivered a lengthy eulogy on the re
cently deceased member of the Diet . 
The speaker gave an account of Swe
denborg's b i r t h and education, his 
varied achievements in science and re
l ig ion, and spoke of the universal es
teem in which he was held by al l those 
who knew him, even though most of 
them were skeptical of his supernal 
experiences. 

The only faul t Councillor Sandels 
could find w i t h this man was his fai lure 
to apply for any office when i t was 
vacant. He closed his laudatory re
marks in this wise: 

H e enjoyed a most excellent 
state of bodily health, having 
scarcely ever been indisposed; and, 
as he was always content w i th in 
himself and w i t h his circumstances, 
he spent a l i f e which was, in every 
respect, happy, nay, which was 
happy in the very highest degree. 
A t last nature demanded her 
rights. D u r i n g his last sojourn 
abroad, while residing in London, 
he had on December 24, of last 
year, an attack of apoplexy, and 
on the 29th of last March departed 
this l i f e , in his e ighty- f i f th year, 
r ich in the honourable monuments 
which he le f t behind him, satisfied 
w i t h his l i f e on earth, and j o y f u l 
at the prospect of his final change. 

(As far as we are aware, of the 
countless studies made of the various 
aspects Swedenborg's universal genius 
this is the first exclusively to deal with 
his contribution to statecraft. The au
thor has as well admirably shown its 
practical application to the times. Mr. 
Priestnal is pastor of the Baltimore 
Society.) 

The 

N E W 
B i o g r a p h y 

" T H E SWEDENBORG EPIC — 
T H E L I F E OF E M A N U E L 

SWEDENBORG" 
by Cyriel O. Sigstedt 

IS N O W R E A D Y , $4.50 
"Popularly wr i t ten , but a defin

itive treatment of one of the most 
remarkable men who ever flourished 
in Western civi l ization." 

T h e New Church Press 
108 Clark S t reet 

Brooklyn 2, N. Y. 



cial headquarters of the D . Mission 
Verein. Also this firm was looked to 
as the depot for New Church works in 
German. 

W i t h this introduction we now present 
through the courtesy of Donald Mac-
far lan , M . D . , of Philadelphia, a re
markable address by Donald G. Glad-
ish, M . D . , as read before the Bureau 
of Homeopathic Philosophy, I . H . A . , 
June 2 5 , 1 9 5 2 , and published in The 
Homeopathic Recorder, which throws 
much l ight on the subject of the rela
tionship of Swedenborg's teachings to 
homeopathy. This is followed by L . 
Er i c Wethey's paper on the present 
situation in the practice of homeopathy. 

Homoeopathy and the New Church 
A Symposium 

" T H E R E IS R E A S O N TO H O P E and conf ident ly expect t h a t the heat and 
l i g h t descending w i t h the New C h u r c h , w i l l soon reach and reanimate the 
science o f medic ine , " wro te L u t h e r C l a r k , M . D . , p r o m i n e n t B o s t o n a l l o 
p a t h i c p h y s i c i a n and New C h u r c h m a n , i n the New Jerusalem Magazine 
f o r J a n u a r y , 1836. Based on the pioneer and recognized w o r k in homce-
p a t h y , of Constant ine H e r i n g , M . D . ( 1 8 0 0 - 1 8 8 0 ) , and the a r r i v a l in th is 
c o u n t r y f r o m Copenhagen i n 1825 of D r . H a n s B . G r a m , the first New 
C h u r c h m a n t o p r a c t i c e i n t h a t school of medicine, there were m a n y who 
l a t e r concluded t h a t D r . C l a r k ' s p rophecy had come to pass. D r . H e r i n g , 
regarded as the f a t h e r of homoeopathy i n this c o u n t r y , was a m o v i n g s p i r i t 
in the f o u n d i n g of the H a h n e m a n i a n College first in A l l e n t o w n , Pa . , then 
i n Ph i lade lph ia . H e was an ardent 
New C h u r c h m a n . ( M E S S E N G E R , A u g . 
4, 1 8 8 0 ) . S h o r t l y a f t e r D r . Gram's 
a r r i v a l , "Homoeopathy went l ike w i l d 
fire t h r o u g h the New C h u r c h . I t s 
per iodicals were f u l l o f discussions of 
i t s r e l a t i o n t o the teachings of Swe
denborg , and a large p r o p o r t i o n of 
i t s membership embraced i t . " ( B l o c k , 
" N e w C h u r c h i n the New W o r l d , " 
H o l t , N . Y . , ' 32 . ) I t is also a f a c t 
t h a t two of the largest firms of 
homoeopathic pharmac is ts i n th is 
c o u n t r y , Boer icke and T a f e l , P h i l a 
de lphia , and Otis C l a p p , B o s t o n , 
were founded by New Churchmen. N u 
merous prominent laymen in the church 
have been, and s t i l l are, distinguished 
physicians in that school of medicine. 
Notable as a New Church author, too, 
in an earlier day, was W i l l i a m H . H o l -
combe, M . D . Several of our clergy, 
including the Reverends Samuel W o r 
cester, Charles L . Carriere, Rodney D . 
Book, John W. MacPherson, Maro F. 
Underwood, Charles S. Mack and 
F r a n k A . Gustafson, were doctors of 
homoeopathy as is the president now of 
Convention, the Rev. Leonard I . Ta fe l . 
D r . Worcester was noted as a special
ist in mental cases; D r . Mack had been 
professor in homoeopathy at the Univer 
sity of Michigan. 

Another noted New Church homoeo
path in a distinctive category was the 
Rev. Louis H . T a f e l , president of U r -
bana Univers i ty 1892-94 and pastor at 
Philadelphia, Kitchener and Baltimore. 
He was the father of four New Church 
ministers, the Revs. Leonard I . , Rich
ard H . and Immanuel , ministers cur
rent ly at F r a n k f o r d , Philadelphia, and 
Kenwood, Chicago, respectively, and 
Walter W i n f r i d , deceased. Whi le not 
a doctor of homoeopathy he won renown 
for a magnum opus, the translation of 
Hahnemann's "Chronic Diseases," s t i l l 
a classic. 

Messrs. Boericke and Ta fe l , in addi
t ion to their leadership in the pharma
ceutical field, were active for many 
years in publishing and distr ibut ing 
New Church books, and were the offi-

Causes of Disease 
Donald G . G lad ish , M.D. 

Disease is defined as the lack of 
bodily ease; an ailment or malady. 
There are, of course, numerous causes, 
some close or immediate and some re
mote, even congenital or inherited. 
Hahnemann in his Organon lias given 
an explanation of the cause of disease 
by his hypothesis of the three disease 
miasms which underlie a l l disease and 
permit its development. Thus he ex
plains the occurrence of both acute and 
chronic disease. 

He also gave us an explanation of 
what is chronic disease and the basic 
difference between acute and chronic 
diseases. Acute diseases run their pre
scribed course and end in death or in 
cure, while chronic disease tends 
toward death through a l l its manifesta
tions unless and u n t i l cured by a s imi
lar disease or similar remedy. 

Philosophers throughout the ages 
have thought and conjectured about the 
causes of disease. For disease in its 
various manifestations has been afflict
ing the race since earliest recorded his
tory and beyond. Hahnemann, more 
than any other man, has brought some 
order and understanding of the p r o x i 
mate causes of disease by his theory 
of the three miasms: psora, syphilis and 
sycosis, which he taught passed on 
from generation to generation and gave 
rise to a l l disease. 

Of these three, psora gave rise to j 
the greatest diversity and mult ip l ic i ty 
of diseases both acute and chronic. 
Psora is the under ly ing disease condi
t ion due to maltreated or mistreated 
itching eruptions of the skin. Psora 
is protean in manifestation and may 
show itself in any one of many disease 
entities. 

Many doctors do not accept Hahne
mann's psoric theory nor believe that 
even syphilis or sycosis are important 
in disease causation for more than the 
first or second generation after the 
acute infection. Of those who do ac
cept Hahnemann's three miasms there 
are some who believe that a fourth , a 
tubercular miasm, should be added. 
This tubercular miasm or cryptogenic 
tubercular taint is the soil in which 
grows malignancies such as cancer. 
Active tuberculosis is we l l under con
t r o l , but this is a hidden disease ten
dency which may assume many forms 
and manifestations of mental and physi
cal disease a l l of which are deep-seated 
and difficult to cure even homoeopathi-
cally. 

B u t what precedes or predisposes to 
these various miasms ? What is i t that 
makes us subject to disease? Some
thing much more basic than poor hy
giene, diet, or even lack of vitamins. 

I n the introduction to the Organon, 
Hahnemann writes , "As long as men 
have existed they have been liable i n 
div idual ly or collectively to diseases 
from physical or moral causes." Please 
note that he apparently gives equal em
phasis to moral as to physical causes. 
Further on he says, " F o r as far the 
greatest number of diseases are of dy
namic ( sp i r i tua l ) or ig in and dynamic 
( sp i r i tua l ) nature, their cause is there
fore not perceptible to the senses. . . ." 

To quote another author i ty : 
" I f defect or faul t there be in body 

humors i t arises from ourselves—from 
the intemperance of our appetites, the 
unbridled excess of our passions and 
their collision wi th the affections of the 
mind and soul and from very numerous 
other causes." (Emanuel Swedenborg, 
The Animal Kingdom.) 

" E v i l closes the smallest and alto
gether invisible vessels of which the 
next greater vessels which are also i n 
visible are composed; . . . hence, comes 
the first and inmost obstruction and 
hence the first and inmost vit iat ion of 
the blood; this v i t iat ion , when i t i n 
creases, causes disease and at length 
death." (Emanuel Swedenborg, Arcana 
Coelestia 5 7 2 6 . ) 

" A l l diseases of the body whatsoever 
recognize some corresponding sickness 
in the animus, and corresponding to 
this , an affection or change of state in 

(Next page please) 
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(From preceding page) 
nd. But although they corres-

are not therefore to be de-
t e d in the same way ; as neither 

es themselves. They are 
diseases in the body; sickness 
- - i ons in the animus; changes or 
r -tates in the m i n d ; gui l t in 
L The pain which is in the body 
d anxiety in the animus; evil 
i ce in the m i n d ; hell i n the soul. 
fevers in the body are anger, 
-entment in the animus, burn-

r e d in the mind. The one also 
t h e other. Paralysis in the body 
onds to foolishness in the ani -
ld to fluctuation of the w i l l and 

the power of determination in 
i d . So also in the other diseases, 
ere is no way of setting f o r th 
respondences of a l l the diseases 
t e nature of each has been ex-

(Emanuel Swedenborg, Dis-
f the Fibre 1742 . ) 
he interrelationship of the mind 

a n d the body or psychosomatic 
is not new or recent but ante-

Hahnemann and homoeopathy, 
n a n n was born i n 1755 and Swe
et died in 1772. A t the time 
Swedenborg wrote The Animal 
an and The Fibre he was s tr iv -
locate and demonstrate the i m -
soul in the physical body. Many 
f study of anatomy and physiol -
re devoted to this end. For even 
t i m e there was a r is ing tide of 

and materialism, especially 
the scientists and the i n t e l l i -

Swedenborg hoped to demon-
he existence of the soul and its 
f abode in the human body, 
his end he wrote The Economy 
Animal Kingdom and later The 

Kingdom, also The Cerebrum, 
xbre (i.e., the nerve fiber), The 
enses and The Brain. Shortly 
irds he allowed his studies of 
y and physiology to lapse as he 

the revelator of divine t r u t h 
ite many volumes of theologv. 

D I S C U S S I O N 
\. H . G R I M M E R (Chicago, 111.): I 

a good paper l ike this go by w i t h -
ussion. 
t to thank the good Doctor for 
this new l ight to us. I t is new 

ense; i t is not so new in another, 
v to most of us who are not fami l iar 
vedenborg's wr i t ings , but there is 
t ion about the deep truths under-
e fact that we are not fami l iar w i t h 
lings, that the wor ld is not fami l iar 

-e things, which may account for 
the confusion both in diagnosis and 

cause. 
emann, of course, attached great i m -
e to the moral and emotional states 
:ognized the effects of these things 
Ith. I t needs a study of a l l these 
rces. I t is a deep, wide subject, but 
inly is p a r t of the great eternal t r u t h 
om the hands of the Creator, 
uld pay you a l l to read these theses 
nuel Swedenborg. I had the privi lege 
ng the Arcana Coelestia, ten v o l -

\iso I had the privi lege of reading 

The Animal Kingdom. I want to t e l l you 
i t was the reading of these wr i t ings of 
Swedenborg that made me change f rom an 
agnostic standpoint regarding religious 
matters to the more sp i r i tua l matter , to 
accept the sp i r i tua l things f irst . 

I was very happy to have been introduced 
by D r . Kent to the wri t ings of D r . Emanuel 
Swedenborg. I owe a great debt for that 
fact than a l l of his teachings of Mater ia 
Medica. 

I t is a wonderful paper, D r . Gladish, and 
I certainly thank you f r om the bottom of 
my heart for br ing ing this to us. 

What Has Happened to 
Homoeopathy Today? 

By L. Eric We they 
T H E R E WAS A T I M E when the medical 

discovery involved in homoeopathy met 
wi th great and sincere acceptance 
among the leaders of the New Church. 
I t was held that its principles were in 
accord w i t h our religious teachings, and 
W i l l i a m Holcombe, M . D . , of New Or
leans, that b r i l l i an t New Church wr i ter 
of the past century, gave good reasons 
for his fa i th in what was then s t i l l a 
new medical school. 

Some of our clergymen have been 
homoeopathic physicians, and among 
our ranks there s t i l l are some fine phy
sicians of that medical school. 

But as w i t h the New Church, snowed 
under by the older church dispensations, 
so the homoeopathic movement seems 
to have been subdued by the orthodox 
schools of materia medica. 

The present centers of medical t r a i n 
ing , and the famous hospitals and 
clinics of the land know l i t t l e of homoe
opathy, and yet the number that s t i l l 
adhere to i t , have certain decided ad
vantages in their favor. 

I n this writer 's personal experience, 

Swedenborg (1688-1772) 
Emanuel, your father named you w e l l : 
For in the Christian dispensation no 
One since the Vision of Saint John 

does so 
Assuringly of man's relation te l l 
W i t h God, and of his nature s p i r i t u a l ; 
Or that his good and evil actions flow 
From choices which he makes, so clearly 

show 
As you d id in your thoughts on Fleaven 

and H e l l . 

When God to ld you what you should 
say, your mind 

Informed and soul i l lumed became the 
key 

To H o l y W o r d ; and you, as i f designed 
The guide to fa i th in man divine to be, 
Revealed as messenger for a l l mankind 
His W i l l and Wisdom and His Charity . 

G L E N L E V I N SWIGGETT 
From "Stepping Stones of Time," 

Dr. Swiggett's third volume of 
sonnets, University Press of 
Sewanee, Tenn., '52. 

i t seems that i f we had been brought 
up on homoeopathic remedies, we should 
require in later years, far less than we 
do the drastic measures and surgery 
now so common. 

Some of the ravages of tuberculosis, 
cancer, diphtheria, etc., could be avoid
ed had one had the benefit of homoeo
pathic remedies in early l i fe . 

But the great new advance in medi
cine over the ages, " the greatest dis
covery in medicine," as a great surgeon 
of the first W o r l d War once wrote, has 
been frowned upon, and made unwel
come, jus t as has the New Church 
itself. 

Homoeopathy, i t seems to me, has not 
had a "square deal." I t has not been 
greatly endowed w i t h scholarships, has 
not been carefully examined and 
searched for new and modern possibil
ities and advances. A n d the few and 
f a i t h f u l homoeopathic physicians and 
pharmacies have not had f u l l oppor
tunities to delve s t i l l deeper and more 
systematically into Hamnemann's great 
discovery. 

I t was a surprise this past summer 
in Boston to learn that one could not 
purchase any homoeopathic remedy over 
3 X power without a prescription. Of 
course, such a r u l i n g , emanating from 
Washington, D . C , i t was said, puts a l l 
power in the hands of the old school, 
and preserves him in l i f e , l iberty and 
the pursuit of medicine. But i t may 
sound the death-knell of homoeopathy. 

The report of a certain hospital, 
which u n t i l lately was known as a 
homoeopathic hospital, shows that i t has 
changed its name, and then states that 
"Homoeopathic medicines are s t i l l avai l 
able at the hospital, but through the 
years, w i t h the development of surgery, 
pathology and bacteriology, the prac
tice of homoeopathy has declined." 

This inst i tut ion is now a hospital 
open to a l l physicians, and we further 
read, "The decision to change our name 
was occasioned by the changing trends 
in medical practice, and implies no dis
credit to homoeopathy or its supporters." 

Nevertheless, i t is unfortunate, and 
is a par t ing of the ways in favor of 
"changing medical trends," trends 
which are helped greatly by many huge 
pharmaceutical houses which advertise 
the very latest ways of using the very 
latest allopathic remedies. 

There is nothing, i t seems, permanent 
here, whereas a remedy, once investi
gated, in the homoeopathic system never 
changes. I ts functions remain constant. 
That is one reason why the remedy is 
so sure and definite in the hands of the 
homoeopathic physician. 

Many in the New Church have been 
sincere believers i n this demonstrated 
method of remedial medicine. I t would 
seem to be a very great p i t y i f now i t 
should be losing its authority . 
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Swedenborg's Personality 
by Dennis Duckworth 

T H A T SWEDENBORG POSSESSED an uncommon person
al i ty cannot be doubted. There is a de l ight fu l story 
in Tafel 's Documents of one H e n r y Servante, walk ing 
along St. John's Street, Clerkenwell , London, and meet
ing "an old gentleman of a dignified and most venerable 
appearance, whose deeply thoughtful yet mi ld ly expres
sive countenance, added to something very unusual in 
his general a i r , " caused Servante to look round. So d id 
the stranger, and the eyes of the two met. Many years 
later, Servante recognized, f rom a portra i t of Sweden
borg, this "venerable stranger whose appearance had so 
much interested h i m . " 

H o w we may envy Servante his glimpse of the l i v ing 
Swedenborg! Many of us are famil iar w i th the various 
portraits of Swedenborg, most of them far from master
pieces, we fear, and they give us but a mere tantal iz ing 
glimpse of the man himself. We do not even know Swe
denborg's profile. The general shape and poise of his 
head is hidden f rom us beneath the per iwig . The most 
that we can do is to search the records to t r y to find the 
many bits and pieces—scraps of contemporary descrip
tion and opinion—which, when put together, may give 
perhaps a l i t t l e clearer outline of Swedenborg's person
a l i t y , together w i t h a few of the more delicate touches 
of l ight and shade. 

Much of the evidence of this particular k i n d is, of 
course, of Swedenborg as an elderly man—after he had 
become a celehre. People take a delight in j o t t i n g down 
their impressions of the famous or the notorious, but i t 
was not t i l l about 1760—when Swedenborg was seventy-
t w o — t h a t he became known as the author of those amaz
ing "Heavenly Secrets" which were causing quite a stir 
among the th ink ing people of Sweden and elsewhere. 

Hence a new interest in one who had been known 
hitherto as a mere, though renowned, c iv i l servant. Let 
us then t r y to bui ld up, f rom many recorded impres
sions, a picture of Swedenborg in his "eighties" as he 
walked the streets of Stockholm, Amsterdam or London; 
as he was seen by austere officials in his own country, 
or by that sympathetically skeptical "Merchant of 
Amsterdam" Cuno, or by his Cockney landlord, the 
periwig-maker, Shearsmith. 

Count Tessin says that he was " l i k e the Bishop (his 
f a t h e r ) , though not so t a l l . " I t is also evident from the 
portraits that he inherited f rom his mother, Sara Behm, 
his h igh, wide forehead, long nose, and curved, emo
tional l ips. We read that he was " t a l l and erect," 
"quick on his legs," and for one so old, "a perfect won
der of health." T h i n and pale, he s t i l l retained traces 
of great beauty; and his general bearing was "d igni f ied" 
— a n d on special occasions "exquisitely refined and gal 
l a n t . " Dressed "proper ly and becomingly," on ordinary 
days in a brown coat and black breeches, and for special 
occasions in black velvet lined w i t h white, w i th broad 
lace cuffs and ruffle, he wore the ubiquitous eighteenth-
century full-bottomed per iwig , f rom which "his grey 
hair protruded in every direct ion." H e carried "a cur i 
ous hi l ted sword," and "a gold-headed cane"—no doubt 
for security reasons as wel l as support ; for the country
side environs of Clerkenwell were infested w i t h foot
pads ; and the " w a t c h " (i.e., police) in the watch-house 
in the middle of Cold Bath Square could not always be 
relied on. 

There is much comment on Swedenborg's eyes, which 
were "smi l ing blue—as i f t r u t h itself were speaking from 
them" and "beaut i fu l even in old age." These same 
eyes, however, had the power of imposing silence on 

those who came to scoff or joke about sacred things. 
Seen in the street, in spite of a certain briskness of 
movement, Swedenborg "sometimes seemed as i f i n 
prayer " and "was given to much abstraction of m i n d " 
— w h i c h makes one thankfu l that he had not to contend 
w i t h the rigors of twentieth-century Cornhi l l and Cheap-
side ! He was approachable and charming, "reserved to 
no one," and even " fond of ta lk ing "—though his fac i l 
i ty i n Engl ish was l imi ted , and he "stammered" s l ightly . 

What of his habits? A l l men, especially the elderly, 
are supposed to be creatures of habi t—and Swedenborg 
was no exception. He was "a true philosopher, and 
lived l ike one—frugal ly but without sordidness"; so says 
Hopken. This is probably a gentle way of saying that 
our author did not always keep to the normal regular 
hours of working , eating and sleeping, but wi th true 
philosophical disdain, worked t i l l he was t i red , ate only 
when hungry, and slept on t i l l refreshed—regardless of 
the clock and the rising and setting of the sun. Cuno 
says, " H e goes to bed at seven, and rises at e ight " ; but 
Shearsmith tells of his working " f a r into the n ight , " 
and being "d isturbed" by spir i tual experiences "the 
"whole night long. " To make up for this he often slept 
" th ir teen hours without a break." H i s food was of the 
plainest: " f o r twelve years he had had a weak stomach, 
and ate nothing but coffee and biscuits" ( T u x e n ) . He 
was " f o n d of sugar—in coffee and wine." But when 
dining out "could enjoy a hearty meal." 

I t is recorded that Swedenborg sampled at least two 
of the common London delicacies of the day—pigeon-pie 
and stewed eels, but a l l the evidence seems to suggest 
that he was nearly a vegetarian. H e was " f ond of a 
game of l 'hombre," but was "regardless of money"—by 
which Shearsmith means, "careless where he left i t 
l y i n g . " No doubt the psychologists w i l l be able to ex
pla in his preference for thick English blankets, and his 
abhorrence of "smooth linen sheets." 

Swedenborg's character emerges from our researches 
unspotted. "Always contented," "never f r e t f u l or 
morose," "serene," "wise yet innocent"—these are the 
words used even by his outspoken critics. A n d since 
his character could not be impugned, nor his sincerity 
called to question, i t was possible only for his critics to 
doubt his sanity. " M a n y in Swedish high circles 
thought him deranged," states Tuxen, who, however, 
clearly d id not th ink so himself. None of those to whom 
Swedenborg was intimately known ever doubted either 
his integr i ty or his sanity. That he was unusual—yes; 
but that he was unbalanced or "psychotic" — no. 
"Everyone who hears him is charmed, and compelled to 
believe," cries Cuno, in spite of his skepticism. Who 
could resist the t r u t h combined wi th innocence shining 
from those alert blue eyes? " T h e children dote on h i m , " 
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SWEDENBORG'S PERSONALITY ™ ^ 
- iid his Dutch landlady. Who could doubt the integr i ty 

e man of eighty-one who modestly admits, " I was 
i iways par t ia l to ladies' company"? " H e was my best 
friend and benefactor," says Shearsmith—or words to 
that effect. 

Read the l i f e of Swedenborg, and his character w i l l 
-::;erge unsullied. Read his wri t ings and his mental 

as, his pro fundi ty of thought, his amazing grasp of 
st principles, his breadth of learning, his rational dex-

rerity, the bril l iance and c lar i ty of the t r u t h he t a u g h t — 
-11 these are established in every word wr i t ten . 

Swedenborg passed through the wor ld tranqui l in a l l 
that was essential to l i fe , and his "personal i ty" shines 

:th the halo of his divine call ing. 
(From The New-Church Magazine, April-June 1950. 

The author is minister at Camden Road, London.) 

EDITORIAL 
Concluded from page 35 

answers arc on m a t t e r s o f sex, business and various 
human concerns. W h a t is r i g h t and w h a t is wrong? 
I n w h a t w a y is even the commandment " T h o u shalt 
no t k i l l " b ind ing? One could m u l t i p l y indef inite ly 
the queries t h a t y o u t h makes. W h a t answers are 
we o f the older generat ion p r e p a r e d to give? I t 
m i g h t be well i f we of the New C h u r c h began an 
earnest search of the C h u r c h w r i t i n g s t o see w h a t 
help m a y be f o u n d t h e r e . — B . J . 

I N A D D I T I O N t o the a l ready famed W a y f a r e r s ' 
Chapel on the Pacific Coast , there are several other 
n a t i o n a l memorials t o Swedenborg, i n c l u d i n g the 
b e a u t i f u l c h u r c h i n S tockho lm and a bust p r o m i 
n e n t l y s i tuated i n L i n c o l n P a r k , Chicago. 

W. R. Woofenden Succeeds 
Mr. Wilde at New Y o r k 

From the N. Y. Times, Dec. 15) 

A 3ANCY IS FILLED AT 
" -E NEW CHURCH 

Woofenden Named to Pulpit of 
Late Dr. W i lde — Preaches 

O n Belief in Virgin Birth 
The Rev. W i l l i a m R. Woofenden is-

. - i a rebuke yesterday to twentieth 
- :ury rationalists who reject the doc-
• .e of the V i r g i n B i r t h as "unscien-
- ." He preached at the New (Swe-

oorgian) Church, East T h i r t y - f i f t h 
-:r-ret between Park and Lexington 

es, to which he came as assistant 
- A - t o r in September. 

At a meeting of the New Church 
i r d of trustees fo l lowing yesterday's 
- ice, M r . Woofenden was selected to 

i F the vacancy created last Monday 
ij the death of the Rev. D r . A r t h u r 

. who had served as pastor since 
- - '3 . 
M r . Woofenden was graduated last 

e from the New Church Theologi-
School in Cambridge, Mass. 

Joining in the recurrent theological 
: troversy over the circumstances of 
•ist's b i r t h , M r . Woofenden said: 
There is no logical way to twist 
record to argue that i t leaves a 

Je for the assertion that Christ 
Lord might have had a human 

f i ther . 
The wr i ter of this book [the Gospel 
• rding to St. Luke ] has never been 

tely identified, yet he gives us the 
tare wi th a clearness and wealth of 

ietai l which seem to imply that he was 
r.ially present at the t ime . " 

There is no possibility of mistaking 
meaning of the words," the minis-

tex continued. " M a r y , a young Jewish 
woman, engaged but not yet married , 
B told by an angel that she is to he-
sme a mother. M a r y expresses amaze-

Tiit and doubt. ' H o w shall this be?' 
F id the answer comes, 'The H o l y Ghost 
- i l l come upon thee, and the power 

of the Highest shall overshadow thee: 
therefore also that holy th ing which 
shall he born of thee shall be called the 
Son of God.' " 

M r . Woofenden asserted that a proc
ess analogous to the V i r g i n B i r t h was 
repeated today in the lives of real 
believers. 

"The coming of the L o r d into a 
human heart is the work of divine mercy 
alone," he said. " O u r human nature 
has nothing whatever to do w i t h the 
plant ing of the seed. Our par t , l ike 
that of M a r y , is to provide a fitting 
place for its g rowth . " 

Annual Meet ing 
The Bath , Me. , society held its an

nual members' meeting Jan. 19 at the 
parsonage. The sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper was administered Jan . 
4. The Rev. Louis A . Dole is pastor. 

Sunday School Lessons Ready 
The Sunday School Extension Com

mittee announces that lessons are avai l 
able for jun ior , intermediate and senior 
grades. Also teachers' manuals. This 
work is undertaken for children and 
others isolated from a New Church cen
ter. Address, W. H . H a l l i w e l l , 685 
East Ave., Kitchener, Ont. , or M r s . 
Helen Bowman, Strong C i ty , Okla. 

Parish House Plans 
Donald Spiers, younger son of the 

Rev. and M r s . John W. Spiers, who de
signed the new E l Cerrito parish ha l l 
and bui ld ing , has made pre l iminary 
plans for the enlargement of San F r a n 
cisco's lower parish house. M r . Spiers 
is now in Los Angeles, studying at the 
Soul Clinic, Towne St. 

Junior Cho i r App rec i a t ed 
Besides assisting in the Christmas 

service, the Junior Choir of the San 
Francisco parish rendered the I n t r o i t 
Dec. 28 . The young choristers include 
Andra Auz, Jas. Bergstrom, Dav id 
Loromer, Peggy and Dolores Parson, 
Lanette and L ibhy Smith and Carl 
Steigerwald. 

Change in Calendar is 
Of Much Interest 

I n connection w i t h the birthday date 
January 29 which we are now com
memorating, the Rev. Antony Regamey, 
of Boston, relevantly calls attention to 
the fact that under the present calen
dar system Swedenborg's birthdate is 
February 9, George Washington's 
March 4, and so on, there being eleven 
days difference between the old-style 
Jul ian calendar and that of the Gre
gorian mode now universally adopted. 

I n the Eastern Church however the 
change was not made u n t i l the present 
century, while England d id not adopt 
the new calendar u n t i l 1752 . Pr ior to 
1600 the popes added or subtracted 
years from the church calendar as 
seemed necessary according to their 
lunar reckonings, but Gregory X I I I 
finally brought a certain order out of 
chaos—though perhaps i t was no worse 
than the present dayl ight saving sys
tem in the Uni ted States—in 1582 . 

Church calendars s t i l l differ in some 
respect, the Jewish system for example 
di f fering wi th Christians' reckoning, 
and Masonry adds 4 ,000 years to its 
formal recording dates. 

Our forefathers in the New Church 
reckoned the "beginning" of things to 
date from the Last Judgment in 1757 . 
The dates of that event of transcendent 
importance are " M a r c h 31 to A p r i l 11 
(old Calendar, of course), the feast of 
Easter," as Swedenborg informs us in 
the " S p i r i t u a l D i a r y , " n. 5746 . (We 
do not recall seeing these precise dates 
heretofore published in one of our 
periodicals .—Ed.) 

Building Progress 
Progress continues in construction of 

the church at Gul fpor t , Miss. A t 
Christmas the heating plant had been 
installed, the outside doors hung and 
the chancel made ready for use. I t is 
hoped to have the church ready for 
dedication at Easter. 
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"THE SWEDENBORG EPIC"- N E W BIOGRAPHY EVENT OF YEAR* 
Many New Facts and Pictures 

Found; Mrs. Hotson's Review 
A F O R T U N A T E E V E N T f o r the New 

C h u r c h recent ly has occurred . A 
new a n d t h o r o u g h b i o g r a p h y of 
Swedenborg has been publ ished, w r i t 
ten b y C y r i e l 0 . S igstedt , who spent 
m a n y years i n research before com
p l e t i n g th is i m p o r t a n t w o r k . 

M r s . S igstedt began w r i t i n g her 
book f u l l y six years ago at the u r g 
i n g o f her f r i e n d , M r s . Amena Pen
d leton Haines , aided and abetted b y 
other fr iends and relat ives . T h e 
a u t h o r h a d c o m p l e t e d — s h o r t l y be
fore beg inn ing w o r k on the b i o g r a 
p h y — a chrono log i ca l l y a r r a n g e d l i s t 
of "Documents about Swedenborg , " 
r e c o r d i n g the l o ca t i on and n a t u r e o f 
every k n o w n w r i t t e n or p r i n t e d i t em 
about h i m . 

T y p e w r i t t e n copies o f this L i s t 
have been d i s t r i b u t e d t o l i brar ies of 
N e w C h u r c h l i t e r a t u r e f o r safe keep
i n g . M u c h of the L i s t had been 
compiled by M r s . Sigstedt personally 
over many years. She carried on the 
research at first w i th the late A l f r e d 
H e n r y Stroh and after his death con
tinued the work by herself under v a r i 
ous sponsors. 

But this L i s t , w i t h references in i t 
to every known document about Swe
denborg, was only the raw material , 
the scholar's "sources" from which to 
draw the ingredients for a feast to 
which one might invite one's friends. 
L ike any other such banquet, to which 
al l are invited, and many w i l l accept, 
much must be done to prepare the food 
and arrange the tables. M r s . Sigstedt 
is to be congratulated for the order, 
and for the delight and charm she has 
succeeded in g iv ing to the satisfying 
repast she has prepared for us. 

She is also to be felicitated on the 
subtle and yet perfectly open way in 
which every question and point of view 
about Swedenborg is brought out, dis
cussed and i l lustrated from contempo
rary accounts of the matter, and from 
opinions voiced by persons who actu
ally knew Swedenborg. The result is 
a biography much more factual and f u l l 
of detail than any other. Readers w i l l 
be charmed to become so wel l acquaint
ed w i t h our author in his own house and 
garden and among his friends, besides 
travel ing wi th him on his many j o u r 
neys abroad. 

I f five hundred pages and more make 
a book in which hunting for some par-

* The Swedenborg Epic—The L i f e and 
Works of E m . Swedenborg, Cyrie l O. Sig
stedt, Bookman Associates, N . Y . , '52, 517 
pp. - f x v i i , $4.50. 

— -

t icular item of information might prove 
hopeless, attention should be called to 
the fact that under "Swedenborg" in 
the Index are l i s ted : Biographical 
Facts, which give a summary, w i t h page 
numbers, of the entire work. 

Swedenborg's foreign journeys also 
are carefully listed and dated as to 
when he left Sweden, to which country 
or countries he journeyed, and when 
he returned. Practical ly a l l personal 
references such as appearance, belong
ings, diet, finances, health, love of ch i l 
dren, house and garden and portra i ts , 
are made accessible by page references. 

H is extraordinary experiences and 
his statements about himself and his 
mission, readily are available to one 
who wishes to find out quickly j u s t that 
sort of th ing . There is a fine l ist of 
stories and anecdotes which i l lustrate 
the l ighter side of Swedenborg's spir
i tual insight. 

O f especial interest to some w i l l be 
the l ist of his studies and theories on 
geology, atmospheres, lungs, blood, 
spirituous fluid, glands, digestion, su-
persensory l i f e and other matters. 
Others w i l l be glad to find his doctrines 
listed from series and degrees, through 
society, correspondences, use, or ig in of 
ev i l , conjugial love and charity , to ref 
ormation, "grand man" and many 
others. 

The most imposing item in the I n 
dex is the l ist of Swedenborg's works 
—somewhat more than two f u l l columns 
—collated alphabetically. On another 
page there is a separate Selected List 
of the pr inc ipal works hut the f u l l l ist 
gives us the poems, odes, treatises, a r t i 
cles and volumes wr i t t en by Sweden
borg. The remainder of the Index con-

sists of the names of those mentioned 
in the story, the places referred to and 
the names of those whose work in a r t i 
cles or books about Swedenborg are 
referred to in text or notes. 

The division of the biography into 
the Investigation of N a t u r e — 1688-
1 7 3 4 ; The Search for the Sou l—1735 -
1 7 4 4 ; The Kingdom of God 1 7 4 5 - 1 7 7 2 , 
is followed up by some intr igu ing and 
felicitous chapter headings: Ambitions 
and Frustrat ions ; Contributions to Po
l i t i ca l Economy; The Universe, a 
Mechanism; Among the Learned; 
Heavenly Secrets; Green Things Grow
i n g ; Astonishment in Sweden; The 
Likeness of a Dragon ; E a r l y Believers; 
The New Evangel ; Heresy T r i a l at 
Gothenburg; The Servant of the L o r d . 

The book is an interesting one to 
pick up and to begin to read anywhere 
in i t — a n important point for those too 
easily frightened by its large number 
of pages. There are numerous and sel
dom seen pictures including those of 
some of the important persons men
tioned. Also an end-paper map of 
Sweden. 

Swedenborg was well acquainted with 
and closely connected by fami ly ties 
w i t h the best society in Sweden. His 
official duties for his country's Board 

(Next page please) 

Money For Your Treasury 
OVER 1,500,000 

SUNFLOWER DISH CLOTHES 

W e r e sold i n 1951 by m e m b e r s of S u n d a y 
S c h o o l s , L a d i e s ' A i d s , Y o u n g People ' s 
G r o u p s , etc . T h e y enable y o u to e a r n 
money for y o u r t r e a s u r y , a n d m a k e f r iends 
for y o u r o r g a n i z a t i o n . 

Sample F R E E to an Official 

S A N G A M O N M I L L S 
E s t a b l i s h e d 1915 Cohoes , N . Y . 

The most complete and first fully illustrated description of Swedenborg's 
house, pictured above, and gardens in Stockholm is to be found in Mrs. Sigsted's 
new biography (pp. 237-246) of the revelator, reviewed elsewhere in this 
number. The account there given lately has had interesting confirmation by 
Mrs. Anna Nordell, baptized as child in the New York church, whose mother 
was born in Swedenborg 's house in the early eighteen hundreds. 
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and his work as a scholar, 
in touch through personal 

T I W and reviews of his published 
::h some of the most il lustrious 

iir- of his time. He sometimes need-
Ike official protection which his high 
nections gave h im, especially dur ing 

furor raised when his religious 
cmgs became known in Sweden and 

to be accepted by a few. His 
financial independence dur ing 

i t e r years was also of great i m -
l i u e e for his publishing work. 

w biography brings to l ight 
t n l circumstances in Swedenborg's 

•.-oncerning which few of us have 
».1 anything, two of them being his 

of practical employment as a 
• • k i n g engineer on mining—an arb i -
" - in disputes between management 
i - ibor in the mining industry, and 

pinions and contributions as a 
7 - of the legislature of Sweden. 

- 7 ienborg had thorough practical 
a-iration in his knowledge of men 

t affairs as wel l as superior mental 
in scholarship and research prob-
combined wi th tremendous indus-

m d energy at put t ing the results 
: - labor into w r i t i n g and pr in t ing . 

7 is biography is successful in show-
• edenborg as a normal, industr i -
- dividual , discerning, yet f r iendly , 
aware of the unusual nature of 

b that he experienced and wrote, 
: surprised at skepticism con-

i t , though he considered a l l his 
- i f irmly based on Scripture, and 

on the genuine meaning of the 
- m creeds of Christendom. He 

t indignant only at those who sug-
-t-.i that he made up his "experi -
7 - to deceive the public and gain 

riety for himself. D u r i n g his l i f e -
•ry few received his doctrines, 

many openly respected his good 
^ncter. 

> i tor to Swedenborg in his old 
: reports of h i m : " H e is reserved 

i :> one. One who invites him [to 
if is sure to have him. Last week 
- r t a i n young gentleman had him as 

. est. Although he did not know 
at all [Swedenborg] appeared at 

:.able and there met Jews and Portu-
- with whom he jo ined in without 

reaction. One who is curious to see 
- not great difficulty. He needs 

: to go to his house where he lets 
prone i n . " 

: is follow Cuno, who gives us this 
unt. and make ourselves better ac-

ted w i th Swedenborg through this 
- lent new biography "The Sweden-
a: E p i c . " — C O R N E L I A H . H O T S O N 
Mrs. Hotson collaborated with the 

jr by assisting in the compilation 
new biography's index. She had 

•x for some years close to the book, 
n by reason of proofreading much 

it.) 

LETTERS T H E EDITOR 
D. P. Johnson's Letter 

To the E D I T O R : 
I have read with interest the Rev. 

David P. Johnson's comment [ M E S S E N 
GER, Dec. 27] on my recent open letter 
[Nov. 29] in reply to an article by 
Frank Finney [Nov. l ] . M a y I say 
that i t is a source of disappointment to 
me that anyone should have read into 
my letter motives which were far from 
my mind and not in my heart. 

Really, the situation is quite simple: 
M r . Finney explained how the Rev. 
Norman Vincent Peale has adopted so-
called "modern publ ic i ty methods" and 
as a result has been f i l l ing his church. 
Then M r . Finney suggested that our 
organization adopt some of these same 
methods. 

I n my comment, I made not the 
slightest reference to D r . Peale's mo
tives in fo l lowing the methods he uses; 
what I did do was to t r y to show that 
such methods would not be of use in 
the New Church. Neither directly nor 
by inference did I reflect on D r . Peale's 
motives. 

May I add that in his evident anxiety 
to defend D r . Peale from a fancied at
tack, M r . Johnson unwi t t ing ly com
mitted the very error of which he ac
cuses me. He not only undertook to 
describe my motives, but even charac
terized them as due to "selfish pr ide . " 

And he extends that criticism to cover 
the whole church by w r i t i n g , " M a y the 
L o r d forgive the 'New Church' its 
pr ide . " 

W M . R. W O O F E N D E N 
New Y o r k , N . Y . 

• 
To the E D I T O R : 

The Rev. David P. Johnson's letter 
in T H E MESSENGER Dec. 27 was wel l 
put . 

Yet , while regrets were expressed 
that D r . Norman Vincent Peale had 
been unkindly used in T H E MESSENGER 
by M r . Woofenden, nothing whatever 
was said regarding the unfortunate dia
tribe that was levelled at M r . Frank 
Finney, a well-meaning and sincere de
fendant and publiciser of the teachings 
of the New Church. 

I approve of M r . Johnson's gentle
manly message and feel that this f u r 
ther one should be added. 

However, I do not agree w i t h M r . 
Johnson's conclusion that T H E M E S S E N 
GER'S editor was lax. The duty of an 
editor is to publish correspondence re
flecting the interests and reactions of 
the readers, exercising his judgment as 
to legal l iabil it ies and excluding other 
material only as i t reflects a completely 
irresponsible point of view. 

The error, i f any, was M r . Woofen-
den's; hut I s t i l l feel that his letter 
should have been published. He is en

t i t l ed to his point of view, and though 
i t may not have been charitable, I do 
not th ink i t was irresponsible. 

ROBERT W. S H I E L D S 
Alcester, S. D . • 
To the E D I T O R : 

You " m i l d l y turned the other cheek" 
when the Rev. D . P. Johnson [ M E S 
SENGER Dec. 27] took you to task for 
al lowing the fo l lowing comment from 
Rev. W i l l i a m R. Woofenden in his L e t 
ter to the Edi tor about Frank Finney's 
article on " H o w To F i l l Our Churches" 
[Nov. 1J : "There is some question, 
however, as to whether i t is not because 
they (the many who attend the services 
of Rev. Norman Vincent Peale) feel he 
( D r . Peale) offers better entertain
ment." 

T u r n i n g the other cheek is perhaps 
the best answer, yet I cannot but feel 
that M r . Johnson, an admirable and i n 
telligent man, wrote wi th unnecessary 
heat. You have, as I happen to know, 
done your utmost to make T H E M E S 
SENGER representative of the best th ink 
ing in our church, and, fo l lowing such 
a course, you hardly could have denied 
space to M r . Woofenden's carefully 
reasoned comments. 

Perhaps the latter 's use of the word 
"entertainment" was unfortunate since 
this term is so largely associated with 
motion pictures, television shows and 
other performances that pr imar i l y are 
intended to divert and amuse. 

But the word has other meanings. 
I t may mean to arouse interest and to 
occupy the attention agreeably. I 
understood that M r . Woofenden used 
the word in this sense. And surely i t 
is no disparagement of a great preacher 
to say that he has the abi l i ty to occupy 
the attention agreeably. I t should be 
considered a compliment for i t in no 
way detracts from the value of the 
preacher's message. 

I t should also be recalled that M r . 
Finney drew heavily upon the Rev. M r . 
Peale's phenomenal success to i l lustrate 
and argue his thesis. So i t was natural 
that any comment on M r . Finney's 
article would make a reference to 
M r . Peale. This is not engaging in 
personalities. 

B J O R N J O H A N N S O N 
Cincinnati , Ohio 

(This correspondence is now closed.) 

The New Church Canon 
To the E D I T O R : 

The recent suggestion in T H E M E S 
SENGER [Dec. 13, ] having regard to "the 
New Church canon" has merit , but i t 
appears that one or two of the reasons 
advanced need further consideration. I t 
is said our teachings are different 
enough from others without our coming 
forward wi th a different Bible and that 
we should see to i t that we do not start 
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LETTERS From page 45 

a new tradi t ion . 
The New Church must properly ad

vance along the highway marked out by 
our Lord's words: "Behold I Make A l l 
Things New." Too often our church 
fears to be new. We should not hesi
tate to be a New Church. There is 
often a tendency to weaken or belitt le 
our truths in order to be more l ike the 
denominations. I would be sorry to 
see any proposal that would tend to 
weaken or impair or devitalize the d i 
vine truths for which we have respon
s ib i l i ty on earth. 

I t is true that , also in the words of 
Jesus, that we do not th ink highly of 
the " tradit ions of men." For that rea
son, we do not regard the traditions of 
men as sp ir i tual ly binding upon us. We 
are a New Church. We look to the 
L o r d and His new revelation of t r u t h , 
rather than to the " tradit ions of men." 

Since the ancient Bible makers 
through ignorance included many w r i t 
ings that do not belong to the W o r d , 
we need to differentiate between the 
divine W o r d and the merely tradit ional 
wr i t ings . I f someone could suggest an 
expression better than " N e w Church 
canon," would i t undoubtedly be a ser
vice for the whole church. 

L E O N C. L E V A N 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 

• 
Goa ls In Christ ian Education 

To the E D I T O R : 
The article in the Nov. 15 M E S S E N 

GER named some important goals for 
our church schools, but they seem to 
a l l come under the category of "memory 
knowledges," knowledge of the letter 
of the W o r d , of the spir i tual sense, of 
doctrine and of l i f e , and an understand
ing of the forms of worship. Fostering 
a desire for worship is the only aim 
mentioned which falls in a state more 
advanced than that of memory knowl 
edges. 

Interspersed in the Arcana are sev
eral paragraphs dealing w i t h educa
tional or genetic psychology. These 
state that i t is important to get knowl 
edges of both good and t r u t h into the 
memory where they can be stored for 
future use, but also emphasize the i m 
portance of gaining an understanding 
of good and t r u t h and this understand
ing can be gained only as knowledges 
are l ived. 

The importance of the l i f e is empha
sized throughout the church wri t ings . 
I t seems then that i t is the duty of the 
church to provide opportunity for suit
able expression of t r u t h in l i f e , i f peo
ple are to be led to an understanding 
of the Lord's law. 

Discussion concerning "B ib le cen
tered" versus " ch i ld centered" teaching 
has swung l ike a pendulum from one 

extreme to the other; what we should 
do is stop the pendulum in the middle ; 
then instead of using the slogan of a 
generation ago: "We used to teach the 
Bible , but now we teach the ch i ld , " we 
would aim to teach the Bible to the 
chi ld . 

Going to Swedenborg's writ ings again 
we learn that pre-school children are 
under the care of celestial angels, boys 
and girls of school age under the care 
of spir i tual angels, high school and col
lege age under the care of angels from 
the natural heaven and young adults 
usually associated w i t h spirits either 

L O N G AGO A l i t t l e Swedish boy was 
being taught very carefully to know 
r ight from wrong. This l i t t l e boy was 
never allowed to neglect a piece of work 
after he started i t . He was given a l l 
the necessary help, but was expected 
always to finish a l l his tasks and to do 
them wel l . 

From boyhood, he had a religious 
t ra in ing . He would sit in the big 
church and listen to his father, who was 
a bishop, te l l the stories of the B ib l e ; 
and above a l l else he loved to sit in 
this quiet peaceful place and play the 
organ. 

He was s t i l l not much more than a 
child when he began to sit at the key
board. Sometimes the late afternoon 
sun came in through the church w i n 
dows and made l i t t l e square patches 
of gold on the gray stones. The boy 
loved th i s—and would play more i n 
tent ly , his mind no doubt f u l l of the 
great things he hoped to do when he 
grew up. 

This youth had something about him 
that made people love him and wish to 
help him. Whenever a person has this , 
we l ike to th ink of i t as a k ing ly sp ir i t . 
This k ing ly sp ir i t is something each 
person can have i f he w i l l sufficiently 
strive for i t . 

H e worked hard, studied long and 
learned to be courageous and to see his 
work through to the finish. When he 
was st i l l a young man he became one 
of the most noted scientists of his day. 
H e invented or proposed many useful 
things and wrote numerous hooks. 
Later his profession took him to the 
cities of several European countries. 
There he learned many things about 
people, and how valuable i t was to be 
a helper in the cause of Christ ianity . 

He might be called a pioneer. A n d 
j u s t as our American pioneer fathers 
opened up new terr i t o ry and made our 
present homes possible, this Swedish 
seeker of t ru th revealed there could be 
a New Church for a l l people. 

good or had. 
The educational function of the 

church should aim to augment this spir
i tual environment: Youngest children 
need to learn a love for heavenly things 
and things of good correspondence; 
Primaries to Intermediates need to 
learn many memory knowledges and 
something of how to apply them to l i fe . 

Youth needs to serve, both in the 
church and in the community. The 
curriculum should be worked out with 
these things in mind. 

A L I C E V A N B O V E N 
Redlands, Cal i f . 

Men make rules or laws and these 
laws are changed from time to time. 
The laws of God are unchanging and 
the churches stand as a l i v ing monu
ment to God. 

The man of whom we speak is Eman
uel Swedenborg. Students of his teach
ings founded a religious organization 
which they call the New Church. I t is 
his b irthday we are privileged to cele
brate January 29 . 

(Mrs. McNeely has been a teacher 
for many years in the Sunday school of 
the Cincinnati Society.) 

Preaches In Philadelphia 
Tiie Rev. Andre Diaconoff, of Los 

Angeles, who w i l l be in the East attend
ing the midyear session of the General 
Council, w i l l occupy the Philadelphia 
pu lp i t Jan. 25 at the invitat ion of its 
pastor the Rev. Richard H . Tafe l . 

Ezra H y d e A lden Memorial 
Memorial flowers for Ezra Flyde 

Alden were placed on Philadelphia's 
altar Jan. 18. For many years vice-
president of Convention and dist in
guished member of nearly a l l important 
councils and hoards of the Church over 
a long period, he was on the Board of 
Missions from 1898 to 1945. 

"Mrs . D." Back East 
Mrs . Albert Diephuis, wi fe of Lake-

wood's pastor, affectionately known to 
her multitude of friends as " M r s . D . , " 
has been on a visit to her fami ly "back 
east." 

THE REMARKABLE BOOK 
By E M A N U E L S W E D E N B O R G 

" H e a v e n and Its Wonde r s 
and H e l l " 

Sent to new readers for 5c to coyer mailing 

S W E D E N B O R G F O U N D A T I O N 
Rm. 1503, 51 E. 42nd St., N. Y. 17. N. Y. 

Qhildhsm'A. QohnsUt. 
A Famous Little Boy — by Lydia McNeeley 
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Our Sunday 
School Column 

column is devoted to matters 
*•—?j»enf to religious education in the 

Mem Church. The present article closes 
a aeries of five, beginning here Nov. 15, 

with Sunday school instruction.) 
— Teaching Seniors and Adults 
T i e Seniors (ages 1 5 - 1 7 ) , while they 

• i s t i l l adolescents, have passed be
n d the stage of wishful th ink ing 

iult l i f e , and are really t r y i n g 
n v e as independent human beings. 
T l e y are genuinely grasping at p r i n -
oones by which they may live great 

The teacher should take for 
- 1 that their intentions are uni-

WTTIV good, and their mistakes errors 
t i l gment . They should be given a l l 

A c help possible, both spir i tual and 

I z ^chool the Seniors are exposed to 
i l l iorts of civic and social attitudes 

" enries, and they need as clear 
ID ; complete an understanding as pos-
EB e of the basic philosophy of the New 

zzeh. They need to see i t as a whole 
•Hi to perceive the reasons why i t is an 

ted system, i.e., to realize that 
t-^salem is builded as a city that is 

mt ict together," not jus t a helpful 
i f l ra here and there but a consistent 
M r i t r i n e of l i f e which can guide their 

!__:._' in every field. 
T ie teacher of the Seniors has a 

~ - - i t opportunity and a serious respon-
ty. for i f he is able to lead these 

_ young people to the treasures 
mooch the L o r d has given the wor ld in 
z - Second Coming, he is doing both 
: i and the church the greatest ser-

ssible. 
with the Intermediates, in seek-

ms to reach New Church Sunday school 
» . - with the Seniors, the teacher w i l l 

atly aided i f his society has a 
- i i 5 people's league which engages 

- r ' v in studying the church's teach-
mr?- Confirmation should take place 
- netime before the student graduates 

t i e adult class, and he ought to have 
r a r idea of the fa i th he is confirm-

mt as his own. 
1. The Word: I n fo l lowing the reg-

_ . - lesson course w i t h the Seniors, the 
taeher w i l l do wel l to emphasize the 
_ - I s part in the story. The young 
•tuple are entitled to know that the 
* -e of the W o r d is in its inmost sense 

i n account of the l i fe of the L o r d . 
Spiritual sense: B y stressing the 

1 - I s part in the story, i t follows that 
: r- Seniors w i l l want a more detailed 
msdj of the internal sense of the les-
mms. delving into the celestial sense as 
• r a as possible. 

X Doctrine: Take advantage of 
-Tj Bible lesson which illustrates or 

from which can be drawn the doctrines 
of the New Church. I n addition to 
those mentioned in the previous article 
for Intermediates, discuss, when appro
priate, the doctrine of degrees, of mar
riage, repentance, reformation and re
generation, and the spir i tual wor ld . 

4. Worship: T r y to give some time 
to a deeper study of public worship and 
home devotions, and include, i f pos
sible, a study of prayer. 

5. Christian living: The Seniors 
w i l l appreciate being shown that r e l i 
gious principles apply directly to ado
lescent problems, and most of them w i l l 
be interested in giving some considera
tion to the causes of community and 
world problems. 

Adults ' Part in Sunday School 
I t seems scarcely necessary to sug

gest that the teachers of a l l ages should 
know the parents of their pupils and 
cultivate f r i e n d l j ' relations wi th them. 
Teachers should take i t for granted that 
the parents are interested in what the 
child is learning, and should suggest 
ways in which they can help. 

Parents should read the Bible les
son in advance with their children, help
ing them to understand the words of 
Scripture, but t r y i n g not to anticipate 
too much of what the teacher w i l l wish 
to give. I n this way they w i l l encour
age the child to look forward to the 
Sunday school class. They should en
courage and help the child to learn 
memory verses and to do any other 
preparation which the teacher suggests. 
A f t e r w a r d they should be interested in 
hearing from the child what he has 
learned. Parents w i t h older children 
should, i f possible, provide Bible study 
aids at home. The minister can help 
in recommending worthwhile material . 

But the way above a l l others in which 
parents can help is by attending Sun
day school themselves — not send the 
children but bring them. Children do 
not rebel against Sunday school when 
their parents go w i t h them and obvi
ously enjoy attending. 

A t the November meeting of the 
Women's Alliance of the northside par
ish, Chicago, Eva Grage was elected 
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president; Clara Cady, vice-pres.; V i r 
ginia Choromokos, secy.; Henriette 
Knutson, treas. 

Some of our Sunday schools do not 
have adult instruction. I f enough peo
ple request i t , a class usually can be 
organized. Whenever this can be ar
ranged, i t seems logical that the m i n 
ister conduct this class. I t is further 
recommended that i t study the same les
son as a l l other classes i n the Sunday 
school. This procedure has two distinct 
advantages: parents and children can 
easily tie in home and church religious 
education by reading together the same 
lesson preparatory to the Sunday class; 
and the children unconsciously w i l l 
avoid ever reaching a point where they 
feel they have outgrown Sunday school. 

I n fact, the natural expectation to 
step up into the adult class becomes 
a powerful factor in retaining the i n 
terest and partic ipation of the pupils 
when they reach young manhood and 
womanhood. 

Elmwood, Mass. News 
The fourth annual Christmas Eve 

Candlelight Service of the Elmwood 
church, held this year for the first time 
as a midnight service, was attended by 
about seventy people. Special features 
were the p laying of eight recordings 
from Handel's "Messiah" and a candle-
l ight ing ceremony which ended w i t h 
everyone endeavoring to carry home his 
or her candle, s t i l l al ight. A number 
succeeded. 

• 
The redecoration of our sanctuary, 

which began a year ago, is now nearing 
completion. Last spring the ceiling and 
walls were repaired and painted and 
new carpets and l ight ing fixtures 
placed. The minister bui l t a new altar , 
and the ladies of the Sewing Circle 
made altar cloths for i t . The main 
doors to the auditorium also were cov
ered wi th a red plastic leatherette. 

• 
Recently a beautiful red velvet dos

sal hanging was placed at the back of 
the chancel as a g i f t from M r s . Hazel 
Gi l f o rd of South Yarmouth. A brass 
cross has been hung over the altar also 
with M r s . Gilford's help. T w i n brass 
candlesticks are now on the altar as 
memorials, one to Jennie Gould Capon, 
daughter of the Rev. E d w i n Gould, 
many years pastor at Montreal , and the 
other to the Rev. Clarence Lathhury , a 
former pastor of this church. Mem
bers of M r s . Capon's fami ly made pos
sible one of the candlesticks; members 
of the parish who knew M r . Lathbury , 
the other. The redecoration w i l l be 
complete when the visible organ pipes 
have been replaced, and the floors and 
pews refinished. 

Gift Subscription — $3.00 
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Births. Baptisms, Confirmations, Memorials 

B O R N 
M O R G A N . — G a r y Kevin Morgan born 

January 1 in Montrea l , Quebec, to M r . 
and M r s . H a r o l d V . Morgan, formerly 
of Balt imore, M d . Grandparents are 
M r . and M r s . W i l l i a m C. Morgan, of 
the Boston church, and M r . and M r s . 
Otto M . Shellhammer, of Balt imore. 
M d . Gary is a great-grandson of the 
late Rev. George E. Morgan, whose 
pastorates included Kansas, Buffalo and 
Pittsburgh. 

BAPT IZED 
S T O N E R . — D a v i d Paul , son of Robert 

and Dorothy Stoner, was baptized by 
the Rev. Dav id P. Johnson, in the 
church of the Kitchener Society Sun
day, December 2 1 . 

C O N F I R M E D 
DOUGLAS.—James Clark and M i r i a m 

Jeanette, son and daughter of M r . and 
M r s . James Douglas, of San Luis 
Obispo, Cal i f . , were confirmed in the 
church of the Pawnee Rock, Kans., So
ciety, December 2 4 , the Rev. Clyde 
Broome! 1 officiating. 

MEMORIALS 
G U E R N S E Y . — Raimund Thomas 

Guernsey, 7 5 , a long-time member of 
the Philadelphia Society, as were his 
father and his mother before h im, 
passed away December 1 7 . He was 
born November 1 1 , 1 8 7 7 , son of D r . 
Joseph C. Guernsey and Gertrude 
Thomas. He died at the B r y n M a w r 
Hospi ta l after a short illness of three 
days, leaving a daughter, Gertrude. 
M r s . W i n t h r o p Sargent I I I of Dallas, 
Pa., and two sisters. Miss G. Madeline 
Guernsey of Casa Grande, Arizona, 
and M r s . Benjamin C. Tower of Brook-
line, Mass. M r . Guernsey had retired 
some years ago as manager of the 
Thomas I r o n Works of Hoekendauqua, 
Pa. He returned to active work as i n 
spector for the Ordnance Department 
of the A r m y at Beverly, Mass., dur ing 
the Second W o r l d War . The Rev. 
Richard H . T a f e l , Philadelphia's pas
tor, officiated at the services which were 
held on the 19th, u l t . — W . S. 

• 
J E N K S . — M r s . Ruth Guernsey Jenks, 

widow of D r . E d w i n B. Jenks, passed 
away November 1 1 at her home at D i a 
mond Point, N . Y . She was 7 1 . She 
was a grand-daughter of the Rev. 
Chauncey Giles, who was pastor in New 
York at the time of her b i r t h . She was 
confirmed in that church in 1 9 0 1 , and 

was for many years president of its 
altar gui ld . A f ter her marriage to D r . 
Jenks in 1 9 3 2 she moved to Take 
George and had been a summer resident 
of the Diamond Point area for more 
than 5 0 years and an active worker on 
behalf of the community. She was the 
daughter of the late M r . and M r s . 
Henry W i l l i a m Guernsey. M r . Guern
sey was president of the Swedenborg 
Foundation, New Y o r k , 1 9 0 9 - 1 9 2 4 . 
M r s . Jenks was president of the Bolton 
Rural Cemetery for many years and 
chairman of the house committee of the 
Fake George Club and a member of 
the Lake George Garden Club. She 
had been choir leader of the St. Sacre-
menf Episcopal Church Choir, Bolton. 
The Guernsey Clinic for pre-school 
children at Bolton Central School was 
established by M r s . Jenks as a memo
r i a l to her parents. She was president 
and founder of the Lake George Branch 
of Bundles for B r i t a i n , and in recogni
t ion of her work for the Br i t i sh cause, 
she was awarded the King's Medal for 
Service. Funeral services were held at 
the Church of St. Sacrement, Bolton 
Landing . Interment was in Bolton 
Rural Cemetery. 

• 
P R U S T . — W i l l i a m H . Prust, 5 5 , hus

band of Theresa Medlagel, entered the 
spir i tual l i fe November 2 6 . Since first 
coming to Canada f rom Europe the 
Prusts had been members of the K i t c h 
ener Society. M r . Prust's business 
later took him to New York state, but 
thirteen years ago they returned to Can
ada and undertook tobacco farming near 
Delh i . Ontario. D u r i n g this time M r . 
Prust and his wi fe maintained a con
stant interest in the Church of the Good 
Shepherd, attending whenever in town 
and supporting i t regularly through the 
years. The love and loyalty of such 
members is an inspiration to a l l of us. 
The resurrection service was in charge 
of the Rev. D a v i d P. Johnson, pastor 
of the Kitchener Society. Interment 
was in Woodland Cemetery, Kitchener. 

D E N N I S . — H e n r y Palmer Dennis, a 
member of the Pittsburgh Society since 
his marriage to V irg in ia Heer Dennis 
in 1 9 3 5 , passed into the spir i tual wor ld 
December 2 7 fo l lowing an extended i l l 
ness. He had been a patient at Vet 
erans Hospi ta l i n Aspinwal l near P i t t s 
burgh since September 1 5 , and i t was 
there that he passed on peacefully in 
his sleep. Born in Pittsburgh August 
5, 1 9 1 0 , he was a son of Louise Palmer 
Dennis and the late Oliver P. Dennis. 

Besides his mother, he is survived by 
his wi fe , V i r g i n i a ; two daughters, M a r i 
l y n V i r g i n i a , 1 4 , J u d i t h Anne, 1 2 ; two 
brothers, Oliver H . and W r a y E. Den
nis, and a sister, Grace Dennis Young. 
He was employed by the Mellon Na
tional Bank and Trust Company of 
Pittsburgh for twenty-three years. 
" H a n k , " as he was affectionately called, 
became treasurer of the church follow
ing the passing of his father-in-law 
H a r r y H . Heer, and he held that office 
unt i l forced to relinquish i t by illness. 
He was a member of Nor th H i l l s lodge, 
F. and A . M . and A . A . S. Rite, Gour-
gas Lodge of Perfection. He served 
his country in the navy from A p r i l 1 9 4 4 
unt i l his discharge in March 1 9 4 6 . 
H e n r y Dennis was one of the stalwart 
and true members of the Pittsburgh So
ciety. A l l that he d id he could be 
counted on to do well . He leaves a 
host of friends both in and out of the 
church. Resurrection services were 
from Schellhaas Funeral Home in Pitts
burgh and interment in beautiful Al le 
gheny Memorial Cemetery. Rev. Leon 
C. Le Van conducted the services.— 
V. D . and L . C. L . 

Birthday Commemorat ions 
Chapters of the Swedenborg Fellow

ship w i l l conduct special programs and 
exchange greetings, celebrating Swe
denborg's b irthday Jan. 2 9 . I n Bos
ton, the Fellowship w i l l hold a birthday 
supper Jan. 3 0 at which M r s . Cyriel 
O. Sigstedt, author of the new biog
raphy of Swedenborg, w i l l he the p r i n 
cipal speaker. I n Philadelphia the 
commemoration w i l l he held Feb. 8. 

Sunday School Staff 
W i t h Miss J o y l y n Ives in Florida 

tak ing a special business course, and 
M r s . Jack H i l l w i thdrawing for a time, 
Detroit 's Sunday school staff now con
sists of Ross and Robert Woofenden, 
M r s . Delmar Anderson, Miss Judy 
Guest, Mrs . Fekete, the Rev. Win . H . 
Beales, and Miss M a r i l y n L a u , pianist. 
The school there is making good prog
ress, w i t h a substantial enrollment. 

Our Cover This Week 
The photograph on the cover of this 

issue is the seventh of a series, in our 
birthday numbers, presenting l i t t le 
known conceptions of the likeness of 
the Prophet of the N o r t h , as Poet 
Laureate E d w i n Markham once named 
Swedenborg. This plaster model was 
one in a series executed by the noted 
Swedish sculptor Ado l f Jonsson, from 
which the bust erected in Lincoln Park 
in 1 9 2 7 finally was chosen by the spon
sors for the memorial, the late M r , and 
M r s . L . Brackett Bishop. 


